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Administration of India 1938 

Reigning Sovereign — His Majesty George the VI 


India Office 

Secretary of State for India— Most 
lion, the Ma?qij<'ss of i* r., 

(i, c I. K, K. r I. i: 

Permanent Under-Secretary of State — 

Sir P Rtfwart, ^ i i i: c s < s.i 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 

State — Kt. Ilori. Lord Staiilev, m c., Mi- 

Advisers to the Secretary of State 

— Sir A ILini'i^wami Mulaliir, So 
rior.i'‘e Williamson, St .l(»sf[.h CM iv, sii 
Iltmiv Stiako^ilu S'l K’ Khati 

Halia'lur Sit A))lul Allan 

raisons, Sariar llahahir Mohan sin;di 
High Commissioner of India — Sir 
Flto/o Khan Nonn Kr. 

Trade Commissioner for India — l)i. 
1), Jh Meek 

Government of India 

His Ext'o’h>n'‘y Vwtot Ah-xandoi .lohn 
Hopo, Matqaes-. of Liniitii^on'. ui Ci m.'' i , 
t. M T.i, , o 1! h , i)L, Tit, l’rc/'rf»// and 
Gurrrnor Gi’iwral u/ hnha. 

Ills Excolleuuy Gencial Sii Roitort A 
(\ass(*ls, u c 11 .. C.S.I., D.^.o , Commander tn 

Chief of Tndtiit 

Members of Executive Council 

The Honourable Mi. A (h C'low c.=;.i , 
c.i.E , I c.s, (Coinmunioations) 

Tlie ITonourahle Sir N. N. Sircar, 
K.c.s I., KT., Bar-at-La\;v, (La^v) 

The Honourable Sir James (rrii^ir, 

K.c.n, Kr..s.i., (Finance) 

The Honourable Mr. R M. Maxwell. 
C.S.I., C.I.E., ICS. (Home) 

Tho Honourable Sir Jaj^adisli Prasad, 
KT., C.S.I., O.B.E., (Education, Health and 
Lands) 

Tho Honourable Sir Muhammad 
Zafrullah Khan, kt,, Dai-at-law, (Com- 
merce and Labour). 

Government of Bengal 

Governor— Lord Rrabouine, o c.s.i , o c. 

I.E., M.c. (Appointed November 27, 1937.) 
Council of Ministers (Coalition) 

Hon. Mr. Abul Kasera Fazlul Uiiq. 
Chief Minister (Education) 

(e) 


i lion. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, 
j (Finance). 

lion. Sir Bijoy Prasad Sinr^h Roy kt. 
; (Revenue). 

Flon. Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Baha- 
dur of Daf'ca (Local S^lf-Govt.) 

Hon Maharaji Srisli Chandra Nandy, 
( Com 7?i uni rations and IForZ's). 
Hon Mr. Hnsaiu Shaheed Suhrawardy, 
(Commerce. Labour. Rural Reconstruction) 
Hon. Khwa] i Su Nazimuddin kcie, 

(Home) 

Hon Nawab Mnsliairaff Hussain, Khau 
Bahadur, (.hidinal ((' Legislatii e) 

Hon Mr Prasanua Deb Raikut ; (For- 
c.'^t and Ljcise). 

Hon Mr. Mukunda Beharl Mallick (Co- 
oj>er(itiic Credit and Indebtedness), 

Hon. Ml. Tamijuddin Khan (Public 
Health.^ (\mstitution and Election) 

Hon. llklr Samsuddin Ahmed (Agricul- 
ture and Vit(nnary) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) Iv Assembly 
Golf. Supjiorfers : — 

Muslim Coalition consisting of Proja, 
Muslim League Parties 90 

Scheduled Caste Group 11 

Euiopeau Group 25 

Anglo-Indian Group 4 

lliudu Nationalist Gioup 7 

155 

Opposition 

Congress Party 53 

Pioja, Knshak 
Proja, Mem be is 

belonging to no 58 

paity, Scheduled 

caste group, 111 

Nationalists 

(b) In Council. 

Govt, Sup}X)rters : — 

Unattached 2 

Knshak Proja Party 9 

League Party 7 

Euiopean Orouii 6 

No Party 10 

38 
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Opposition 

Congress Group 13 

Pro^essive Party 6 

No Pai’ty 5 

U 

Government of Bombay 

Governor: — II. E. Sir Lawrence Ro^ei 
Lumley, o.c.le.. t.d. 

Council of Ministers (CoNGUESs) 

1. Tho Honouiable Mr. 13. G. Kher 
(Prime Minister) PoUttcal and Services, 
Education and Labour. 

2. The Honourable Mr. A. B. Latthe 

Finance. 

3. The Honourable Mr. K. M. Munshi 
— Home and Law. 

4. The Honourable Dr. M. D. D. 
G'Mer— Health and Excise. 

5. Tho Honouiable Mr. M. R. Dosai 
— Eei'enuc, Rural Development and 
Agriculture. 

0. The Honourable Mr. M. K. Nurio— 
Public Works. 

7. The Honouiable Mr. L M. Patil— 
Local Self-Oovernment. 

ParliamentAky Secretaries 

1. Gulzarihl Nanda, Esq. P, S. to 
the Honourable the Prime Minister 
(Labour) and to the Honourable Minister 
for Excise. 

2. B. M. Gupte, Esq. P. B. to the 
Honourable Minister for Home Depart- 
ment and to the Honourable Minister 
for Local Self-Government. 

3. Mrs. Hansa Jiviaj Mehta, P, S. 
to the Honourable the Prime Minister 
(Education) and to the Honourable Mi- 
nister for Health. 

4 M. P. Patil, Esq. P. S. to tho 

Honourable Minister for Revenue, Rural 

Development and Agriculture. 

5. T. R. Nesvi, Esq. P. R. to the 

Honourable Minister for Public Works. 

6. B. S. Hiray, Esq. P. a to the 

Honourable Minister for Home and Law. 

Numerical Strength of Parties 


(a) In Assembly 

Congress Party 88 

Opposition : — 

Muslim League Party 26 

Independent Labour Party 14 

Progress Party 12 

Peasants and Peoples Party 9 

Peasants and Workers’ Paity 8 

Democratic Swaraj Party 5 

Independents 13 $7 


Total. ..175 


(b) In Council 

Congress Party 14 

Opposition 16 

Total. ..30 

Government of Madras 

Governor — Lord Erskiue, a. c. i. e. 

Council of Minitteri (Conuress) 

Hon. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, Prime 
Minister {Public and Finance) 

Hon. Mr. T. Prakasam, {Revenue) 

,» Yakub Hasan, (Public Works'^ 
„ I)r. Bubbarayan, (Education and 
Leg a 1) 

‘Hon. Dr. T. S. S. Rajan, (Public 

Health) 

Hon. Mr. V. I. Miiniswarai Pillai, 

{Agriculture and Rural) 
Hon. Mr. V. V. Gm, (Jfidustncs and 
Labour) 

Hon. Mr. B. Ramnatlian {Adminis- 
tration Reports and Public Informations) 
Hon. Ml K. Raman Monon, [Courts 
and Prisons) 

lion. Mr. B. Gojialu Reddi, 

(Local Administration) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) In Asse.\iulv 


Qoi't. Supporters : — 

Congrobs 162 

Opposition : — 

Jubtico Party 17 

Moslem League Li 

Euiopean Gioup 7 

Anglo-Indian Gioup 2 

ludopcndcuts Li 52 


214 

(b) In Council 
Oovt. Supporters : — 


Congress 27 

Independenfs 2 

Opposition ; — 

Justice Party 7 

Muslim Group 4 

Independeuts 10 27 


56 

Government of United Province 

Governor— His Excellency Sir Harry 
Graham Haig, k.c.s.i., c i.e., i.c.s., 

Council of Ministers (Congress) 

The Hon’ble Shri Govind Ballabh Pant, 
B.A., L.L.B., M.L.A., Premier and Mluister of 
Home Affairs and Finance. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai 
B.A., Minister of Revenue and 

Jails. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Kailas Nath Katju, 
M.A., L L D., M.L.A , Minister of Justice, 
Develo|impnt, Agriculture and Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Mrs. Viiaya Lakshmi 
Pandit, m.l a., Minister or Local Self- 
Government and Health. 

The lion’ bio Hafiz Muliammad Ibrahim, 
B.A , L L B , ML A., Ministof of Communica- 
tions and lirigation 

The Hon’ble Shri SamfiurnananJ, b.sc, 
m.l.a., Ministoi of Education. 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

Parliamentary Secretaries to the Premier 
and Minuter of Home Ajfairs and 
Finance : — 

(1) Shn Voukatobh Narajau Tivvary 

M.A., L.L B , M.L A. 

(2) Di Mahmud Uilah Jung, iiA., l.l d. 
Bar-at-Law , m l c. 

(3) Mr. Muhammad Suleraan Ansari, 

M.A., LL.B , M L A. 

Parliamentary Secretaries to the Minister 
of P^o'enue and JaiLs : — 

(1) Sill I Ajit Jhasad Jam ma llb, 

M L A., 

(2) Shn Hukum Singh b.i., l.l il, 

M L.A. 

(3) Shii (i-'))i Nath Snvastava, ml a. 
Parliament ary Socrctanes to the Mtnnier 

of Justice^ Afiriculture^ Development 
and Veterinary . — 

(1) Shn Jugul Kishore, m a. (Oxon) 

M L A. 

(2) Shn Behai i Lai, m l.a. 
Parliamentary Secrtfary to tlip Minister 

of Local Self-Oov'onment and 
Health — 

Shri Atraaiara Govind Kher, ba 

LLIl ML.A., 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Education ; — 

Shri Kaian Singh Kano, n a., i c.u.a. 

(Cilasgow), M.L A. 
Parliamentary Scci'ctary to the Minister 
of C ommunications and Irrigation : — 
Shri Lakshmi Narain, b a., (lions), 

M.L 0. 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) L\ Assembly 
Qovt. Supporters : — 


Congre.ss 147 

Opposition : — 

Muslim League il(3 

Indepeudent 24 

No Party 21 81 


(b) In Council 
Qovt, Supporters 


Congress 

13 

Nationalists 

23 

No Party 

24 


""eo 

Opposition : — 
Nationalists 

23 

No Party 

24 


47 


Government of Behar 

Governor— H's Excolleucy Sir Maurice 
Gamier Hallett, k. c. s. i., c. i. e., I. c. s. 

Council of Ministers (CoxcRESs) 

(1) The Hou’ble Mi, Shri Krishna 
Siuha {Prime Minister) Home Affairs^ 
Revenue and Legislative. 

(2) The Hon’ hie Mr. Anugrah Narayan 
Singh— A'niu nee, Local Sclf-Qovernment 
and Put die Works. 

(3) The Hon’ble Mi. Saiyid Mahmud, 
Educationy Development and Employment, 

(4) The Hon’ble Mr Juglal Choiidhury 
— Excise and Public Health. 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

(1) Balm Sivanandan Prasad Mandal, 
M L. A., Judicial and Jails. 

(2) Balm Kiishna Ballabh Sahay, M. l. a., 
Appointment and Political. 

i3) Babu Jagat Naiayan Lai, m l. a. — 
Finance and (Jonimcrce. 

(4) Babu Jimut Bahan Sen, m. l a.^ — 
Public Works and Irngation. 

(5) Babu Bmoianaiid Jha, M. l a, — 
Local Self-Government., Medical and 
Public Health. 

(b) Babu Saraugadhar Sinha, M. L. a,— 
Revenue and Education including Regis- 
tration 

(7) Babu Jagjivan Ram, m. l. a., — 
Development, 

(8) Maulavi SayeeJul Haque, M. l. a.— 
Excise. 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

(a) In Assembly 


Congress Party 99 

Opposition : — 

Coalition Party 22 

MiLslim Independent Paity 30 

No-Party 6 

Ahrar Party 3 

Muslim League 2 


152 
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(1 )) In Council 

Cotigrcsa Party 10 

Opposflum : — 

Coalition Paity 11 

No Party 6 

Muslim Judepeink'ut Paity 


‘^0 

Government of Assam 

Governor. 

1. (i) Sir Robuit Nio! Roid, k c. s i 

K. C I, E. 

(ii) Sir Gilbert Pitcairn c s i., 

c. I. E. Off;; : Go'-'inor fi )m June LV) 
fafteruoon) 1938 to October 24, (attoinoon) 
1938. 

Council of Ministers (ConcjRESs) 

2. (i) The Hon’ble Siijut Oopi'Mtlj 
Bardoloi, m a., b.l., Prime Minhs'-ei, ii, 
cliar^je of Home and Ediicatiuu Dcpait- 
merits. 

(ii) The Hon’ble Mr. F’akln u l lni \!i 
Ahmed, Bar i istoi -at-Law. Minist*>i in 
charge of Finance and Revenuo Dcpait- 
ments. 

(ill) The Hon’ble Bibu Kamini Kumai 
Ben, BL., Minister in charge of LogisIati\r, 

L, s G , Judicial and General Departments. 

(iv) Tho llon’l'le Snjut Pamnatli Das, 
n. L, Minister in cliaige of M-*d'caI, Public 
Health. AVelfare of Labjui, Builui, Facto- 
ries and Flectricitv Di’juirtmants. 

(v) The Hou’ble Biini Aksliay ICnrnai 
Das, B. L., Minister in charge of Excise 
and Agiioultiiit) Depaitraents 

(vi) The Ilon’ble Maulvi Md. Ah Hai- 
dar Kban, M’liister in cliaigo of Public 
Woiks Depirtment. 

(vii) Tlie Hoii’ldc Siljut Riipnath 
Biahma, b l. Minister in chaige of Foiest 
and Kcgistiation Depai trnents. 

(viii) The Ilon’ble Khan Rahadui 
Maulavi Malimud Ah, Minister in cliaigc of 
Industries and Co-opciative Dejiaitmcuts 

Numerical strength of Parties 

In Assembly 

Pi) Hindus 

(i) Assam United \ 

Party 5^1— J 29 Mahomedain 
j 9 Eurojicans 
(^8 Cdmstians 

(ii) Congress 32— JHI Hindus 

\1 Mahomodan 

(iii) Independent 14— rlO Hindus 

\4 Mahoraedaie 

(iv) Tnbal 6 I 

(v) Constiiiitinnalist 3 Hindus (Shedu- 

Paity hdj I 


Government of the Punjab 

Governor 

His Kxc(dle!.cv Sir lleiiiy DufTiold 
Ciaik Bar t, l c s.i , i c s. 

2. Council of Ministers 

The Hon’lde Khan Ihihadui Majoi 
Siidai S’l Mhandai ll>at Khan, k n e. 

ProNicr 

The Hon’ Ido Saidai Bihadut I)i 
Saidai Sii Siindai Smgli Mapthia, Kt., 
f.iE, noL. Mnns!<r e/* Hcrcnuc. 

Tlie lloii’hle Ihi'i P.i'iadu! Chandhn Sir 
(’^lihofn Ram, n a , l l \i^—\hntatc} of 
Di’Vt htpn enf 

Tin* lloii’hlo Ml Manohai Lai, m a. — 
Fiiuntci' Minister 

Tin* llou’ldt* Ml Nawah/ila Major 
Kh 1 / ir Hac il Kli.iii Tiwana — Mimslct (f 
Puhltr .s‘. 

Ihe 11 o.'i.h' Man \l»dul Hi>0— 
^f 1 nl!stvr <f IJdiK item 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

Khan Ikdiodm M an Ahmad Yai Khan 
Dau'itaua- Pulittial and Chv f OfJ'Kuil 
Whip 

Mil MMjtO'd Mahnnutd ttivunl, 

Baidar iUhalui Said.ir Pjjal Bingh, 
M \ —Uon\e 

Mis Jahan Ara Shall Nawa/, m i; i -- 
L'duc ifion^ Mtdical lu lof and Puhlir 
lie lUh 

h* ij i Gaznaffa' Ah Khan — Rvinniue and 
Tirujation 

CliaiidliM I'lklwi Ram, n v., l. l, k 
Ik’i i'lop 0 ( vf 

Thiku! liijiudanian Singh, i; — 

Ft 71 am r 

Shaikh Fez Midi amma 1, n l. l, n. 
M H 1 , — Jjnial bi If-Ctoi vnian'nl and 
Pahli( IForAs 

Numerical Strength Parties 


I Ministonal Paity 

118 

2 Omigirss Paity 

43 

3 Independents 

11 

4 Aluar Party 

2 


171 


The Govt, of Central Provinces 

Governors 

Ills Excellency Dt Sir Hyde Clarendon 
Gowaii, B. A (0\{»n) ll n (Nag), k.(\si., 
eii , vn, ic.s., j 1 ’.. (from 10-9-1033 to 
2-3-103S) 

Ills Excellencv Mr. Hugh Romford, b a. 
OIL. I, s. (from 3-3-lOTS to 27-5-1938). 

Ills jdxielleacy Bir Fiaiicis Veinor 
Wvlio, jv.c.s.L, C.I.L.. i.c s , (fiom 28-5- 
1038). 



( ) 


Council of Ministers (Congresh) 

1. The Hou’ble Dr. N. li. Khare, 
Minister of Home affairs {Prime Minister) 
(fiom 14-7 1937 to 20 7-1938). 

2. The Uoii’blo Pandit Ravi Shankar 
Shnkla, Minister for Education (14-7-37 
to 20-7-38). 

3 The Hon’ble Pandit D. P. Misra 
Minister for L. S. G. (14-7-37 to 20-7-38). 

4. The Hoii’ble Mr. K. M. Desmukh. 
Minister of Public Works (14-7-37 to 
20-7-38). 

5 TliO Flon’blo Mr. M. Y. Bhareef. 
Minn^ter of Law (14-7 37 to 21-5-38), 

G. The llon’ble Mr. I). K. Mehta 
Minister of Finance (14-7-37 to 20-7-38). 

7. The Ilon’ble Mr P. B Golo, Minis- 
ter of Revenue (14-7-37 to 20-7-38j. 


1. The Hoii’ble Dr. N B. Khare 
Minister of Home affairs [Prime Minister) 
(flora 21-7-38 to 29-7-38). 

2. Tlie Hon’ble Mi. R M. Deshmukh, 
Minister of Finance ([tom 21-7-38 to 
29-7-:i8). 

3 The Hon’blo Mr. P. B Oolo. Mints- 
fei of Revenur (fiom 21-7-38 to 29-7-38). 

4 The Bon’ble Mi Kamebhwar A^ni- 
bh(tj Minister of Agnculturc. 

to 29-7-38). 

5. The Hon’ble Tliakur Piarelal Sin^^h, 
Munster of Education (fiom 22-7-38 to 
29-7-38). 

1 The lIoiiT)lt‘ P.mdit R. S. Shnkla. 
Prinni Ministei (f J/onic (i[[airs (30-7-38) 

2. The lion ble Piiid.t 1). P. Mishia 
Ministti (f L S G (30-7-38) 

3. The llon’t’e Mr^ D. K. Mehta 
Minister of Finance (iV’-7-38). 

4 The lloij’ble Mi. S A' Gokhale 
Minister of Rciu nuc and Education 
(30-7-38). 

5 The Hon’ hie Mr. C. J Bharuka, 
Minister of Industiies and Public HorA's, 
(30-7-38). 


Numerciai Strength of Parties 


Congress 

72 

Independent 

19 

United 

15 


106 

Unattached 

0 


7i2 


Government of Orissa 

Governor— Sir John Austen Ilubback, 

K. c. s. I., 1 . 0 . s. (Appointed April 1, 1937)| 


Council of Ministers (Congress) 

(1) Hon. Sri Biswanath Das, n a., b. l. 
Chief Minister (Home & Fmanoo) 

(2) Hon. Si I Nitvarianda Kamingo, 
n A. B L. (Revoiiiie, i’ublic Works and 
Dovi'lpraeut) 

(3) Hon. Sri Bodhram Dube, M. a. n. l. 
(Education, Law and Commerce and Local 
Self-Govoi nmont) 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

(1) Sri Jadumoni Mangaraj, n sc. (Nal) 
(Finance and Publicity) 

(2) Sir .Jagannath Misia, n a., b l. 
((Revenue and Public Woiks) 

i3) Bn Rajakrubhna Bose (Education and 
Local Self-Government). 

(4) Sri Radhakrubhna Biswasroy. (Law 
and (Jommcioe). 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

Congi ebb 37 

(Jppobinon 23 

60 ^ 


Government of Sind 

Governor~Sir Lanccdot Graham k c. s. l, 
K c I E., 1 c.s. (Appointed April 1, 193C) 

Council of Ministers 

(Smd Pnited Party with Congress Suppoit) 
(1) Hon Khan Ilahadur Allah Baksh Haji 
Mohammed Umar o. n. e. Prime Minister^ 
Finance, Home, General, Legal Political 
and Miscellaneous Departments. 

(2) Hon. Pir Illahi Bakhsh Nawazalisliah 
M. A., L. L B., (Revenue). 

(3) Hen Mr Nichaldas V. Visarani, 

(Public Public Health Ac Medical) 


Numerical Strength of Parties 


Govt. Supporters : — 


Sind United Party 

18 

Congress Group 

9 

Hindu Independent Party 

11 

EuiOfiean Group 

3 

Independent 

1 


43 

Opposition : — 


Democratic Paity 

13 

Others 

2 


15 


( On account of changing political 
situations, exact stiength of each group 
can not be ascertained. ) 
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N. W. Frontier Government 

Governor— His ExcuIIoncy Sii Goorfijo 
Cunniugbam, k. c. s. i., k. c. i. e., o. n. e. 

Council of Ministers 

The ITon’blo Dr. Khan 8ahib — Ch^ef 
Minister— and Oidei, Medical, P. W. 
D., Iirigation. 

The Hoa’ble Quazi Atanllah Khan 
B. A.., L. L , n — Ediicattov Minister — Edu- 
cation, Revenue, Local Self-Goveinment. 

The Ilon’ble Khan Mohammad Abbas 
Khan— Agiicultuie, | 
Industries, Forests " I 

The Ilon’blo Lal.i Hhan]'! Ram Gandhi, ' 
B A., L. L. II , — Muiisfcr for Finance — , 
Finance, Legislation. j 

Parlianientary Secretaries l 

Khan Abtiul Ghafui Khan, Lar-at-Law | 
Parliament at y Sccretuiy to tlic Ilon’blo , 
Chief Minister. : 

(ii) Rai Rahadiii Lala Chiman Lai, 
n.A., L.L n — Parhamantai y Sectetary [a \\\{} ' 
Ilon'ble Minister foi Education, j 

(ill) Khan Amir Moharainad Khan — i 
Pai Iwmentaty Secietary to the PJon’blc [ 
Ministei foi Industne^ ! 

(iv) Arbab Abdul Ghaffoor Khan-- 
Parliarncnfary Sen alary to the Hou'ble i 
Ministoi for Finance. * j 

Numerical strength of Parties I 

1 Congress 131 1 

2. Muslim League 10 , 

.‘L Frontier Nationalist Party 5 

4. llindu-Sikh Nationalist Party 4 


Federal Court of India 

Chief Justice of lh.dia — Sir Maurice 
Gwyer, k. o. s. i. 

Judges — Mr. M. R. Jayakar 

Sir Shall Suiaiman Kt. 

Sir A. Knsbnaswami Iyer. 
Advocate-General of India — Sir Bro- 
iendialal Mitter, k. c. s. i. 

Chief Justices ( High Courts ) 

Calcutta— lion. Sir Flaiold 

Dei byshire, k. r. 
Bombay— Hon Sir John Beaumont, k. t. 
Madras— lion. Lionel Leaoh 
Patna— Ron. A. T. Haines, k. c. 
Allahabad— Sir John Thom, kt. 

Nagpur — Sir Gilbeit Stono 
Oudh {Chief CoarG—Hon. 0. II. 

Thomas 

Punjab^Ron. Sir Douglas Young k. t. 


Puisne Judges (High Court) 

Calcutta 

Hon. Sir Leonard J. Costello 
„ „ J. Loit-Williams 

,, R. E. Jack 

Hon. Mr. S K. Ghosh 

„ „ n. R, Pauckridgo 

„ „ D. C. Patterson 

„ „ T. Amir Ali 

„ „ C Baitlev 

„ „ G. D McNair 

„ „ S. Nasim Ali 

,t „ A. G. R TIendoison 

V ,, Iv. C Mitter 

„ „ N G. A Edgley 

„ ,, B K Mookeijoo 

,, „ C. C Hisw.is 

„ ., N. A Khundkar 

„ ,, A, N Ren 

„ „ F". R Lodge 

Bombay 

Hon. Mi. C. P. Blackwell 

,, „ S R Rangnekar 

„ „ R S. Bloomfield 

„ „ B J Wadi a 

„ „ H J Kama 

„ „ N. J Wadia 

,. ” II V. Divatia 

” ’’ A 8. R Maclin 

” ” K. B. Wassoodew 

” ” K C Rt'ii 

” ” N, G. Knginoor 

” ” M A. Somji 

’’ ” I) R Not man 

” ” G. N. iliakoro 

Patna 

Hon, Mr. A. W. K. Wort 
” ” R. Fazli Ah 

” *’ J F. W James 

” Sir Kbwaja M Noor 
” Mr. J. F. W. James 

” R. B Dhavio 

” ” C M. Agaiwala 

” ” R. P. Vaima 

” ” F. G. Rowland 

” ” F. Manoharlal 

” ” S. C. Chatter j 00 

Lahore 

Hon. Sir J. Addison 
Hou. Mr. Baksbi Tek Chand 
„ „ Kunwar Dalip Ringb 

„ „ J. H. Moiiioo 

„ „ F. W. Skemj) 

„ „ M. V. Bhide 

„ „ Abdul Rashid 

„ „ R. Din Mahomed 

„ „ Blackor 

” Kamlal Dew an 

” ” Beckett 
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Madras 

Hon. Sir M. Venkatasubha Rao 

„ Mr. C. Madhavan Nair 

„ „ S. Vaiadachar 

„ V. Panduranga Rao 
„ „ A. J. Burn 

„ „ A. J. King 

„ „ F. G. Genllo 

„ „ K. P. Lakhsmana Rao 

„ „ V. Mockett 

,, S Wordsworth 
„ „ N. 8. Morion 

„ „ J C Stodard 

„ „ ]’. Vonkataramna Rao 

„ „ F. W. fiontlo 

„ „ L. C. Horwill 

Allahabad 

lion. Mr. E Bonnot 

„ „ Jqbal Ah mod 

„ „ Raohhjial Bingh 

„ ,, U. S. Bajpai 

„ „ IT. J. Collistcr 

„ „ J Allsop 

„ „ Ganganath 

„ „ Muhammad Ismail 

„ „ Kamalakanta Veima 

Nagpur 

Hon. Ml. L. Lewis 

„ „ B. S Niyogi 

„ „ R. E. Pollock 

„ „ Vivian Bose 

„ „ IT. G. Grener 

„ „ N. Noble 

Oudh Chief Court 

Zia-ul-flassan 

A Heiiiy I)e Buigh llamilton 
R L. Yoiko 

Ruling Princes & Chiefs 

Salutes of 21 Guns 

Baroda, The Maharaja (Gaekwar) of 
Gwalior, The Maharaja tSindliia) of 
Hyderabad, The Nizam of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Tlio Maharaja of 
Mysore, Tho Mahaiaja of 

Salutes of 19 Guns 

Bhopal, The Nawab of 
Indore, The Maharaja ^Ilolkar) of 
Kalat, The Khan of 
Travancore, The Maharaja of 
Kolhapur, The Maharaja of 
Udaipur, (Mowar), The Maharaja of 

Salutes of 17 Guns 

Bahawalpur, The Nawab of 
Bharatpur, The Maharaja of 
£uudi> The Maharao Raja of 


Cochin, The Maharaja of 
Cutch, The Maharao of 
Jaipur, The Maharaja of 
Karauli, Tho Maharaja of 
Kotah, The Maharao of 
Jodhpur (Maiwai), Maharaja of 

Patiala, Tlie Maharaja of 
Rowa, Tho Maharaja of 
Tonk, The Nawab of 

Salutes of 15 Guns 

Alwar, The Maharaja of 

Bhutan, Tho Mahaiaja of 

Banswara, The Maharawal of 

Datia, fflie Maharaja of 

Dcwas (Soiiioi Branch), The Maharaja of 

Dhai, Tiie Mahar.ija of 

Dholpur, The Maliaiaja*Rana of 

Dungaipur, The Mahaiawal of 

Id ar Th e M ah araj a o f 

Jaisalmer, The Ma'iaiwal of 

Khaiiiuir, I'ho Mu of 

Kishangaih, Tlie Mahaiaja of 

Oichha, The Mahaiaja of 

Patarhaigh, The M.itiaiawal of 

Rampni. The Xawab of 

Bikkim, The Mahaiaja of 

Siiolii, The Maharao of 

Salutes of 13 Guns 

Benares, Tho Mahaiaja of 
Bhavnagai, The Mahaiaja of 
Cooch Ilehar, The Mahaiaja of 
Dhiangadhra, Tho Maharaja of 
.laoia, The Nawab of 
.Ihulawai, The Mabarajr Rana of 
Jhind, The Maharaja of 
Junagadh, The Nawab of 
Kapuithala, Tiie Maharaja of 
Nabha, The Maharaja of 
Nawanagai, The Maharaja of 
Palanpui, The Nawab of 
I’erbandar, The Mahaiaja of 
1 Rajpipla, The Maharaja of 
I Rutlam, The Maharaja of 
j TTipura, The Maharaja of 

Salutes of 1 1 Guns 

Ajaigaih, The Maharaja of 
Aliiajpur, Raja of 
Baoni, Nawab of 
Barwani, Rana of 
Biiawar, Maharaja of 
Bilaspiir, Raja of 
Cambay, Nawab of 
Charaba, Tho Raja of 
Charkliari, The Maharaja of 
Chattarpur, The Maharaja of 
Fandkot, The Raja of 
Gondal, The Thakur Sahib of 
Janiira, The Nawab of 
Jhabua, Raja of 



Maler-Kotla, Nawab of 
Mandi, the Raja of 
Manipur, The Maharaja of 
Morvi, The Thakur Sahib of 
Narsingaih, The Raja of 
Panoa, The Maharaja of 
Puddukotta, The Raja of 
Radhanpur, Nawab of 
Raigaih, Tho Raja of 
Sailana, The Raja of 
Samthar, Tho Raja of 
Siimur (Nahan), The 
Mahaiaja of 
Sitamau, The Ivaja of 
Suket, Tlie Raja of 
Tohn, Tho Raja of 

Salutes of 9 Guns 

Ralasirior, Nawab of 
RaugcUiapalle, Nawab of 
P>ansda. Raja of 
Baiaundhii, Raja of 
Baiiya, of 
Bhoi, Pint Sacliiv of 
Chotta Udaipur, Raja of 
Dauta, Maharaiia of 
Dliarampui, Raja of 


( xzzii ) 

Dhrol, Thakur Saheb of 
Jawhar, Raja of 
Kalahandi, Raja of 
Kciik Tung, Sawbawa of 
Khilchipur, Rao Bahadur of 
Kishan <& Socotra, Sultau of 
lichaj, Sultan of 
Limdi, Thakur Sahob of 
Loharii, Nawab of 
Luna wad a, Raja of 
Maihai. Ivaja of 
Mayurblianj, Maharaja of 
Mong Na’, Sawabawa of 
Mudhol, Riija of 
Naiiod, Raja of 
Palitana, Thakur Saheb of 
Patna, Maharaja of 
Rajkot, Thakur Salu'b of 
Sachin, Nawab of 
S.ingli, Chief of 
Sant, Raja of 
Savantvadi, Sardeasi of 
S.ihapin, Raia of 
Sliebi & Mokcilla, Sultan fif 
Son(Mif, Maliai.ija of 
Wadhwan, 'riiakui Saliidk of 
^Vallkarlel, Raja Sahel) of 
Ytiwnghwe, Suwubwa of 
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Chronicle of Events 

t. 

JANUARAY 1938* 

Chief Events : — Concluding Session of AlMndia Conferences — 
Silver Jubilee Session of Indian Science Congress held in Calcutta — 
Constitutional Reform in Cochin State — Federation opposed by Pro- 
vincial Congress Governments — Mr. Subhas Bose elected President of 
Haripura Congress — “Independence Day" observed throughout India 
with ceremonies befitting the occasion. 

l»t. Com])U‘to liartal was obseivod in Lahore by public motor vehicles to protest 
af^umst tho [tioposed Motor Taxation Bill which enhances the tax on lorries used 
for ti anspoi t. 

Several pi'rsons wc'ro seriously injured when tho Hindu and Muslims of a 
mohalia in Ijucknow came to blows as a sequel to kite-llyin" by boys. 

The thud All-ludia Students’ Oonferenco commeneel its session in Madras 
undm tho piesiduricy of Mr. M. R. Masani, winch came to an abrupt end 
owing to constitutional iricgtilarities. 

Closing function of llie All-India Elucational Conference and tho New Edu- 
cation follow slnp, witli a Biatachari demonstration, held in Calcutta. 

Music A'*aderay Conference ludd in Madras, under the presidency of Mr. M. C. 
Bhagaliather, Several expeits discussed the subtle distinction of notes, charac- 
tenstic of classical Indian Music. 

Madias Piovincial Biahmin Conference concluded its session. 

Meeting of Indian Tiieosophists : Indian Tboosophists gathered In an extra- 
convention Conferonco in the Advar Theatre (Madias; to consider how to per- 
petuato (he nieiuoiy of Mrs Busaut’s statesmanship in the light of India’s renaiss- 
ance. The Conference decide<l to revive the Imlian National League, which would 
have an All India Cential oiganisation, with autonomous provincial biauchos uni- 
fying city and village gioiips. 

National Liberal Fedciation of India hold in Calcutta. Tho Conference adopted 
a resolution according suppoit to the Federation Scheme, iirovided m tho New 
Constitution which, it was urged, despite its defects, should ue utilised to the 
best advantage of the people and for acctdeiating tho advent of Dominion Status. 

The All-lndia Trade (Tnion Coiigiess (New Delhi) ])assed a lesolution accepting 
the terms of tho National Fedeiation of Tiade Uuious as tho basis for etfecting 
sriuctural unity between tlie Tiado Union Congress and the National Fedeiation 
of Tiade Unions and proposed to bold a joint session of botli oiganisations as early 
as .possible. 

Concluding session of the Hindu Mahasabha — unanimous resolution urging tho 
Government to expedite the introduction of Federation. 

2nd. Tho bioaking of earthen pots which weio used as ballot boxes in ono place 
and tho lleeing of the pri*siding officer in order to savo himself from attacks 
in another, w'ore two of the many incidents in the election of Congress delegates 
to Haripura from Sitamaihi in Muzaffaipur district. 

Mr. Ansari, Nagpur -Councillor, planned picketing country liquor shops. 

All India Shia Confermice held at Cawnporo 

Tho Music Conference oiganised by tho Madras Music Academy concluded its 
session-: theie was a lively discussion on Ragas. 

8th. Session of the Mali.irastra Physical Cultuio Conference held at Barada. 

Tho Indian Economic Confeienco concluded its session at Secunderabad : dis- 
cussed the rehabilitation of provincial Guaucos, Federal Court, paucity of judicial 
work etc. 

The All India Trades Union Congress ‘passed a resolution opposing the Federal 
Scheme. 

All India Khadi and Swadeshi Exhibition held_in Madras. 

1 
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3rd. H. E. The Viceroy, Loid LinlithgovY, opened the Silver Jubilee Session of the 
Indian Science Congress in Calcutta held under tlie presidency of Sir James 
Jeanes. In the course of his piesidential speech, Sir James paid a glowing tri- 
bute to the Indian Scientists : Ramaniijam m pure mathemtics, Sir Venkata Raman 
in Physics, Dr. Meghnad Saha m astrophysics, Chandra Sekhar in astronomy and 
late sir Jagadish Chandra Bose. 

Mr. F. V. Wylie succeeded Sir Hyde Cowan as Goveinor of the Central Pro- 
vinces and Borar. 

An optimistic reference to the new legirao in the provinces was made by the 
Viceroy in a speech at a dinner of the Euiopcan Association in Calcutta. 

4th. An important measure of constitutional reform in the direction of associating 
the people directly with the administration of the State was announced by 
H. H the Maharaja of Cochin at his biith-dav Dai bar. Accoidingto this announce- 
ment His Highness will nominate an elected member of the State I.egislatuie to 
be the Minister for Euial Development and to assist the Dewan, holding oflice 
during His Highness’s pleasuie. 

A Muslim Women’s Conference and an Evliibition of Aits and Fancy Fair weio 
held under the auspices of Majamaul Hanat, Calcutta, under the piesidency of 
Begum Mohammad Hasan, wife of the late Finance Mimstei of Kamjiiii State. 

The Congiess AVoiking Committee adjourned aftei resolving to tuifoieii disci- 
plinary action a'^'ainst Congiessmen who do not adliero to the Congicss ideal of 
Non-violence — specual lefeience to the Bihar Kisan Sahhas. 

The Cotton Committee appointed hy the All India Congiess Committee submitted 
its report. 

Indian Roads Congress at Secundeiabad sugg(‘sted that the interests of the 
agriculturists should on no account be ignored iii the matter ol load consti uctiou. 

5th. The question of relieving unemployment among the released detenus was 
discussed at a Confereuco lield at Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta, between lepiosen- 
tatives of Commeioe and Industry and Bengal Ministers 

Mr. Jinnah speaking at Allahabad urged the settlement of the minoiities issue 
—the first step essential for establishing communal liaimony. 

Mr. Nehru’s statement on the minoiities question was geneially welcomed. 

6th. Sir Mahomed Yakub appointed temporary member of the Viceroy’s Council in 
the place of Sir Mahomed Zafiullah Khan. 

Mr. Harold Butler, Director of the International Labour Office, Cenova, gave 
his impressions of the industrial conditions m India at a Dinner paity in Bombay 

7th. Lord Brabourne opened the Indian Statistical Conference in Calcutta, and 
emphasized the importance of statistical analysis. 

Dr. A. M. Heron, presiding at the Mining, (Jeological and Mctalluigical Institute, 

f iointed out that the chief aim of the Geological Suivey of India was the devo- 
opment of the country’s mineral resources. 

The Congress {Socialists, at a meeting in Bombay, expressed their dissatisfaction 
concerning the Congress Working Committee ro. Congress Ministries and threats 
of disciplinary action. 

The Hon. Mr. B. G. Kher presided over the Bombay (-abinet meetings : H. E. 
the Governor, foregoing his right of presiding over meetings of the Cabinet, asked 
the Prime Minister to preside over them as in England. 

8th. The 4th session of the Bengal Labour Conference opened*,: facilities given for 
registration of Trade Unions were referred to by the Labour Minister. 

9th. The Indian Science Congress concluded its se.ssion in Calcutta. 

Indian Statistical Conference held in Calcutta uigod the need of reliable 
statistical records for an effective economic planning of a country. 

Jail Reforms Committee in the United Provinces submitted its report recom- 
mending to start a school for training the jail staff in mental science and diseases. 

In response to the Congress President’s appeal, the China Day was observed 
throughout India. 

10th. H. E. the Viceroy arrived in State in Madras — Addresses were presented by 
the Europern Community and planters, the Chamber of Commerce and three 



-16 January '38 ] CHRONICLE OF EVENTS 3 

Maslim Associations. Replying His Excellency dwelt on Federation, importance 
of its eatly realisation and no change in Rupee ratio. 

A peasants’ march to the Council Hall in Bombay : a list of grievances placed 
before the Premier, 

Death of Mrs. Matilal Nehru at Ananda Bhawan, Allahabad. 

The Bombay Premier moved a resolution in the Assembly opposing the intro- 
duction of Federation. 

Railway Board report for 1936-37 : the emergence of the railways in India from 
a long period of depiossion. 

A suggestion was made for a joint session of the Assembly and the Council^ of 
State over the Insurance Bill and for the appointment of a Committee of officials 
and non-officials to examine books and periodicals banned under the Sea Customs 
Act since 1921. 

1 1th The Bombay Legislative Assembly by a big majority passed a resolution oppos- 
ing the lutioduction of Federation. 

Ml, Rajendia Prosad issued a statement on the Kisan Congress differences in 
Bihar. 

The case for the Workers was presented at the renewed hearing of the labour 
iuquiiy at Cawnpore. 

12th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, interviewed in London, expressed the Congress atti- 
tude towaids tlio Indian Constitution. 

Iho Customs and Cential Excise returns showed that Indian trade position was 
sound. 

An important ruling, permitting Pailiamentary Secretaries to reply to questions 
put in tht' Assembly, oven when the Ministers concerned wore present in the 
House, was given by Mr, Mavalankar, speaker of the Bombay Assembly. 

I3lh. Rii David Meek’s loport on the working of the office of India’s Trade Comis- 
sioner in London, showing tnat India shaied in the world trade revival and that 
lior^ economic position in 1930*37 was most reassuring. 

The hVseivo Bank report claiified the bank’s constitution and functions. 

Mr. K. M. Munshi, Home Minister, Bombay, m a statement in the Assembly 
dofencloii the Government action at Ahmedabad and Sholapur and condemned 
violence. 

A statement made by Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hiiq on the Bengal Education Bill to the 
effect that the draft was sent to the Universitv for suggestions. 

The Assam Piemior issued a statement on the demand for a reduction in the land 
levenue of the province. 

14th. The speaker of tlio Punjab A.ssomb]y referred to the problem of too many 
adjournraeiit motions which hampered the legislative business of the House, 

Niue of tlie accused in the Communist Conspiracy Case sentenced at Calcutta to 
vaiious terms of impiisonment. 

The employois agieed to submit imformation on the wage position to the Cawn- 
jiore Labour Euquity Committee, 

Mahatma Gandhi appealed to the hunger striking prisoners in the Punjab to give 
up their fast. 

15th. Addressing the U. P. Liberal Association, Lord Samuel said ho did not agree 
that the maxim— liberty, secunty and property of the Indian Liberals was adequate. 

The V. P. Congress paity executive’s legislative plan : the Premier to decide the 
Chief Whiji’s position iii the U. P. Legislature and the Chief Whip to nominate 
another whip to assist him in the Low’or House. 

Retaliation against any country which discriminates against Indians, is provided in 
the Overseas Indian Reciprocity Bill. 

16th. Seven peisons were killed and fourteen injured when an E. 1. Rly. Express 
collided with a goods train near Allahabad. 

Death of Mr. lltuamba Chandia Maitia, a well-known Bengal Educationist. 

Pandit Jawhar Lai Nehru, addressing the U. P. delegates to the Congress, con- 
demned party squabbles in tlio United Provinces and referring to Mr. Jinnah’s 
statement on the communal questiou said that Congress had its basic principles re- 
garding minorities. 
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Death of Sj. Sarat Chandra Chatteijee, the well-known Bengali novelist. 

Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose unanimously lecornmended by all Provincial Congress 
Committees, for tlie Pi esidentship of thii Haripma Session of the Congross. 

17ih. The election of Nawab Sir K. G. M. Faioqui to the Bengal Assembly declared 
void by a special tiibunal. 

The Punjab Assembly passed the supplementary demand for grants for 1937'38. 

The U. P. Sugar factories coritiol Bill referied to Belect Committee. 

The Bombay Council adopted a lesolution lecommending the appointment of a 
Committeo to inquire into the unemployment pioblcm 
Blum conditions in Cawnporo were discussed at the resumed sitting of the Cawn- 
poie Labour Inquiry Committeo. 

Forty memheis of the Orissa Piovincial Congress Committeo walked out of the 
meeting held to elect ofTice-boareis. 

Dr. Moonjo, the Hindu Mahasabha leader in a statement, said that the Mahasahha 
must he consulted hetoro any pact for Communal Bcttlemeut was made with the 
Muslim Leagueis. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narayan, Societary of Hie All India Congress Socialist Paitv, 
addressing a meeting at Patna said that Gaudhiji’s ideas weio too old and should 
be replaced by now cues. 

18th. Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose elected Piesident of the Indian National Congiess 
Their Excellencjes the Vicoioy and Lady Linlithgow aiiived at Jlydeiabad fiom 
Madias. 

The Bombay Assembly passed a resolution o.vpressing the opinion that the con- 
feiraent of titles in the Pi e.sidency should be discontinued. 

The Couit Fees Amendment * Bill was cnticis’jd in the United Pjovmces 
Assembly. 

Lord Lothian mot Mahatma Gandhi at Shegaon. 

At a State banquet in Hyderabad given in honour of the Viceio>'s visit, the 
Nizam referred to the All 'india FeJoiation Plau^to the ciuatiou of a greater 
India. 

19th. The Speaker of the F. P. Assembly, giving a luling, stated that ho would 
participate in politics, thereby following 'the Fiench and American conventions 
and not the Biitish convention. The Assembly passed an auti-titles resolution, 
following Bombay’s lead. 

20th. Provincial Financial Ministers confer \^ith the ici>rosentatives of the 
Finance Department of the Oovernmont of India at Delhi, piesided over by Sir 
James Giigg, Finance Member, Government of India. 

Mr. M. N. Roy, the well-known Socialist leader returned to Bengal after 25 
years. 

" The United Provinces Assomblv, after a heated debate, passed resolution 
opposing the inauguration of the Fedeiation. 

22nd. Speaking at a lunch given in his honour at Madras, St Bhanmukham 
Chetty, Dewan of Cochin, stated that the woikiiig of the dyaichy in Iiiilian 
States was a stepping stone to full losponsible (lovei rirnent. 

An appeal for an honourable settlement of; the Communal jiroblem made by 
Maulana Shaukat Ali. 

23rd. Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose’s arrival at Kaiaclii from England. 

Lord Lothian desciibed the Federal ideal as a boon to India in his 
Convocation address at Aligarh. 

The Dacca Uuivcisity decided to establish an employment bureau. 

24th. A refresher Course for teachers, the fust of its kind ever held in 

Calcutta, opened at tho St. N.ivier’s College under the piosideucy of Mr. 
J. M. Bottomley, Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

Mr. Bubhas Chandia Bose, reviewing the political situation in India, 
stated that ho was not opposed to the idea of Fedeiation on principle 
but he was oppo.sod to the scheme of Federation as proposed in tho 
Governraorit, of India Act, 1935. He wanted Fedeial Kepublic for India. 

A bill to remove the disabilities of the llaiijaus in legard to worship in 
temples, was introduced in the Bombay Assembly. 
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25th. The Bengal Logislative Council passed a Bill seeking to set up a Famine 
Fund for the province. 

The Punjab Assembly i ejected a motion recommending the Government 
to take irnraeJiafo steps “to concede the demands of the hunger stiikers in 
the Punjab jails and to effect their release.” 

Mr. Subhas Hose and Mr. M. N. Roy had a long talk in Calcutta on the 
present political situation in the country. 

A public meeting held in Calcutta protested against tho Jinnah-Rajendra 
Piosad pact for a communal settlernout. 

26lh. “Indopenderice Day” was observed all over India. 

Mr. Jaw.iharlal Nehru, in a speech at Baniiu, criticised tho ‘forward policy’ 
in the Frontier. 

27th. Tho India Government addressed a letter to provincial Govoinments on tho 
question of alteia^ion of the system of recuutment to Goveinmeut posts 
and tho possibilities of alleviating unemployment. 

The Madias Assemblv i ejected a piopo^al to defer consideration of tho 
Agiioultuial Debt Relief Hill. 

Loid Samuel, broadcastiug frrra Now Delhi, said tliat he found India 
seething with activity. 

28th. The Bengal Ijf'gislative Council passed a rosoliitiou asking for tho formation 
of a permarnuit Bengali unit in the InJian Airny. 

The Cab'utta (kiipoiation pissed a resolution* lecommendiug to tho Government 
that military tiaimng be given to Indians as a meau^ of juorection in case of 
foio'gn jiuvasioii. 

29th The Sugar Factories Control Bill passed by the United Piovm^os Assembly^ 

At a meeting of the Bengal Millowneis’ Association tho Chau man described 
how lah )ur stiiko hai lei tj a corisid''r.il)Ie dociOiise in product ion. 

The Central Aivisorv Braid of Eiucation concluded its session after apjiointing 
a sub-comraittee to report on the Abott IVood report and tho Waidha scheme. 

30th. The Bengal Provineial Confeionco adopted a resolution opposing Federation. 

The Hnn. Sir N. N Siiear had discussions with the members of tho Congiess 
Party on the Jnsurarico Jhll. 

3Ut Tho Budget Session of tho Central Assemblv commenced. 

Agiiculturibt Debt Relief Bill passed by tho Madias Assembly. 


FEBRUARY. 1938 

Chief Events : Ilungor strike of political prisoners in several 
provinces — (A^ngress Working Committee Opposition to PVderation — 
IMinisterial Crisis in Behar and United Provinces— Annual Session 
of the Indian National Congress at Haripura. 

Ist The Madras Council passed a resolution opposing tho Federal scheme in the 
now constitution. 

The Central Assembly passed the 3id. reading of the Army Manoeuvres 
Bill. The House also passed tho Companies Act Amendment Bill further amending 
tho Indian Companie.s’ Act with Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and other party leaders. The 
Bill sought to remove certaiu errors which had crept into tho Act when it was 
extensively amended in 1916. 

2nd. The Bengal Finance Minister made a statement in tho Legislative -Council 
on the subject of tho agreement between the Cover nraent and the Reservo Bank. 

The Minister for Agiiculturo and Industries .said that the Bengal Government 
will take early stops to develop the use of juto m tho handloom industry. 

3rd. The Congress Working Committee met at Wardha under the presidency of Mr. 
Jawhailal Nehru. The Premiers of the seven Congress provinces, rf they could con- 
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veniently oomo, were invited to attend. Sii Rajagopalachari and Sri N. B. Khare 
attended. 

The Congress Working Committee considered the situation arising out of the 
hunger stiike of llio political piisoneis in several piovinces and passed a resolution 
to that effect : “The Committee trusts that with the stienuoiis and unceasing 
pffoits of Mahatma Gandhi and the vigilance of jmblic opinion, the question of re- 
lease will bo satisfactoi ily solved at an early date and liofies that all detenus and 
political prisoneis will co-opeiato to this end by exeicising patience and self-ies- 
tiaint and that the public will do likewise bj maintaining an atmosplieie of non- 
violence”. 

The Central Assembly passed Diwan Lalchand Navaliai’s Child Mariiago Restraint 
Amendment Bill ^\hich penalises Biitish Indian subjects poifoiming maiiiages of 
minors in territoiies outsidt' British India. 

4th. In tho Central Assembly the need foi the utilization of Indian talent in the 
development of the countiy’s industries was emjdiasizod in a icsohition. 

The Woiking C'lmmittec of the Congiess passed a lesohition leiterating its 
ofiposition to FeJeiation. 

5th Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Nehru, on behalf of the Congiess, wrote to Mr. 
Jinuali asking for a definite statement of the Tjoague\s demands. 

The Congiess \A''oiking Committee’s lesolution on Fedeiation reiteiated oppo- 
sition to the scheme ombodiod in tho India Act and called on the Congiess 
Committee, tho people and tho Provincial Goveinments to pre^ont its 
inauguration 

Tho Oiissa Premier speaking in tho Assembly referiod to tho opposition movo 
to wieok the Madias Estates Land (Onssa Amendment) Bill winch w'as passed 
by tho House. 

Ml Surat Bose opening tho Boiar Political Confluence ciiticised the constitu- 
tional position of Beiar under which it owes allegiance to tho Nizam but is 
included in the admiuistiativo system of C. P. 

6th. Tho Woiking Committee of the Congress decided not to sot up Congiess oigani- 
zation in Indian Statos. 

7lh The 0. P. Government made arrangements for imparting agricultuial training in 
Schools. 

The Sugar Factoiies Control Bill passoil by the United Piovinces Assembly. 

The Women’s ludustnal Aits and Ciafhs Exhibition at the Nan ISikha Samiti, 
Calcutta, opened by tho Lady Brabouino. 

J'he Budget session of the Bengal Assembly opened. 

Mr. Subhas Bose, in a statement, condemned the Bengal Ministry’s refusal to 
allow tho Calcutta Corporation to buy the elcctiicity imdei takings wilhm the muni- 
cipal limits. 

8lh. Tho Central Advisory Board discussed both the Abbot- AVood Report and the 
Waidha Scheme at Delhi. 

The Centra] Assembly considered amendments to the Insurance Bil’ made by 
the C^ouncil of State.' Congress party moved half a dozen amendments of 
which thiee w^ere accepted. 

Tho Imperial Indian Citizenship Association sent a telegram to the India 
Goveinmeut on the reports about the reservation of the Konya Highlands for 
European settlement. 

9th. The Central Assembly adopted the motion for the circulation of tho Bill to 
amend tho Indian Railways Act. 

Sir Thomas Stewart moved that the Bill to amend the Indian Railways Act of 
1830 be taken into consideration. Sir Thomas explaining tho object of the Bill, 
stated that it was intended to give the statutory recognition exercised by the 
Cent al Government to fix the maximum and minimum fares for railways. 

lOtb. Mahatma Gandhi opened tho All India Khadi and Village Industries Exhibi- 
tion at Hanpura. 

The Central Assembly discussed the motion for circulation of the Bill to amend 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act. A large number of visitors, the majority of 
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whom being of the fair sox, heard a good deal about boys, girls, early marriage, 
consummation, puberty and so on, in this connection. 

H. M. The King Emperor postponed His visit to India indefinitely. 

12lh. Ajmero Merwara to be amalgamated with United Provinces was the opinion 
of a Committee appointed by the Ajmore Marwara Provincial Congress Committee. 

ISth. Rousing ovation was accorded to Sj. Subhas Bose as ho set out from Hari- 
pura to Vithalnagar in a historic chariot drawn by bullocks. 

14th. The Railway Budget presented to the Central Legislature revealed a surplus 
of about Rs. 2 and tliree-fouith crores. 

The ’Working Committee discussed proposals for certain changes in the 
Congress constitution. 

The Bengal Legislative Council referred the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 
to a select committee. 

Mr, Juwharlal Nehru, in the course of his Annual Report of the Indian National 
Congress said that India would unhesitatingly join in economic sanctions against 
an aggiesso^ nation, subject to tlie Congress policy of non-violence. 

Hon. Mr. Rnkrislina Singh oidered release of all political prisoners and suggested 
that the Miiiistiy might resign if the Governor interfered with their decision. 

15ih. The Bombay Government started their six weeks’ experiment of prohibition 
III Bardoli. 

Tlie Ceiitial Asstmbly caiiied a resolution demanding a standing committee of 
membeis cf tlie Central Legislatuie to advise on Indian Army matters. 

T1i3 Biliai and United Provinces Ministiy re&igned ovei the question of lolease 
of political jtnsoners. Opinion in the couutiy was strongly ba king the miuisteis 
who weio being congiatulated ou their bold stand. The Govei uor-General intei- 
feied undei section 120 of the Govoiument of India Act which, accoidiug to 
liim, authorises mteifereuco w’heu there is a giave menace to peace and tran- 
quility. 

16ih. The Jute lestiiction scheme was severely criticised in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement on the ministerial crisis in U. P. and 
Bcliar which was both an appeal and warning. 

17ih Tlie Subjects Coraraitteo of the Congress passed the resolution on Federation 
at llanpura : The Congiess to reject the new' constitution and declare that a 
constitution for India, which can bo accepted by the people, must ho based on 
independence and can only be framed by the people themselves by means of a 
constituent Assembly. 

18th. The Congress Working Committee formed a Sub-Comraitteo of four to discuss 
with Mahatma Gaudhi the vaiious aspects of the constitutional crisis. 

19th. The Congress Woiking Committee passed a resolution on the constitutional 
impasse, requesting the Viceroy to reconsider his decision. 

Air. fcjubhas Chandra Bose’s piesideutial addiess at the Indian National Congress 
held at llaiipura in Gujarat. 

20lh. The open Session of the Haripiira Congress passed resolutions relating to 
minority rights, States subjects, national education and Kenya. 

All India Political pnsoueis’ Conference at Haripuia. 

21tt Congress Session at Haripura concluded. 

The (Jongress Subjects Committee concluded its session after discussing several 
changes in the constitution. 

22nd. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose addressed the All India Congress Committee. 

The Bengal Budget was criticised in the provincial Assembly. 

23rd. Mahatma Gandhi issued a reply to II, E. the Viceroy’s statement on the Ministerial 
crisis in Bihar and U. P. 

24th. The Viceroy had an investiture Durbur at New Delhi. 

General discussion on the Bengal Budget concluded in the Assembly. 
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25th. The Constitutional crisis in the United Provinces ended following the meetings 
between the Governor and the Premier. 

26ih. The Bihar Cabinet withdiow its resignation. 

27th. The Bengal Communal Unity Conference held at Murshidabad, under the presi- 
dency of Nawab of Muishidabad. 

The Devvan of Travaucoro issued a statement legarding constitutional advances 
and the grant of responsible goveinment m the State. 

28th. The Bombay Piovincial Moslem conference, held at Ahmedabad, asked for de- 
finite assuiances from the Congiess for safeguaiding the lights of the community 
in Its move for the settlement of the communal (piestion. 

The importance of Uidu to the culture of India was referied to in the Uidu 
Poets’ conference held in Lucknow by cSir Tej Bahadur. 

A laigo number of peasants decided* to maich on Lucknow on the 1st. of Maich, 
to ijlace their giievances befoio the Jbemier. 

jieplying to a question on the demand made by coitain Proviiu’es foi a Consti- 
tuent Assembly, Eail Winieiton said in the House of Commons . “Ihe Imperial 
(Jovei nrneiit undei the Goveinment of India Act, continues to be lespon^iblo foi 
detei mining the nature of tlie futuie Goveiumeut of Biitish India”. 


MARCH 1938 

Chief Events : — Financial statement of the your presented in 
Provincial Councils showing deficit in some and surplus in others — 
Storm over the Budget in the Central Assembly where 50 out of SO 
demands for grants were rejected — Prohibition Bill introduced and 
])asscd in the provinces and States — Moslem agitation over the 
Calcutta University Crest — Mahatma Gandhi in Calcutta negotiating 
release of Political Prisoners. 

1st. A political storm apprehended in tho Central Assembly, following the Goviuii- 
ment’s decision to omit lliu votablo items in the cm rent yeai’s Budget, lelahng 
to defence and foreign alTaiis — opposition led by Mr lihulabliai Uesai 

A peaceful Kishan demonstration in fiont of tlie Ciiarnbcr in Lucknow : an 
exciting ])iefaco to the opening of tho Budget Session of tlie IJ. P Assembly. 

The Fedeial Couit was the subject of a question by Mr Anantha Sayanam 
Ayyanger. Sir Heniy replied by stating that the Couit was engaged iii fiaming 
Its rules and met regulaily to dispose of administrative raatteis. 

Tiio Urissa Budget estimates for 1938-39 presented by Mr. Biswanath Das, 
Premier & Finance Member, showed a deficit of its. 2,4S lakhs. The lovenue 
foi the yeai estimated at Ks. 192,08 lakhs and exjiendituio at Ks. I94,rj0 lakhs. 

Bengai Legislative Assembly : the want of a pioper appioeiation of tlie poweis 
and privileges of the two Houses of tho provincial Legislatuie was evident lu 
the Assembly, xxhon tlie Famine In.smanoo Fund Bill and tho Legislative Chambers 
(President’s and Speakei’s Salaries) Bill as amended by tho Council came up 
befoie it for consideration. 

The Madras Budget for the year 1938-39, presented by Mr. C Rajagopalachari 
revealed a surplus of Rs. 12,000 Revenue estimated at Rs. 15.98.21,( 00 and Cajutal 
expenditure at about Bs. 1,34,00,000 the Punjab Budget for 1938-39, presented by 
Mr. Monohar Lai, Finance Member showed a surplus of over Rs. 50 lakhs. 

The N. W. Frontier Province Budget for 1938-39, showed a revenue deficit of 
Rs. 6G3 lakhs and expenditure at Rs. 186,68 lakhs. 

Mr. Jawhar Lai Nehru, addressed 50,0(X) Kisans, who marched to the U. P. 
Assembly Chamber ; they were advised to be true to the tricolour. 

2ncl. The storm over the Budget burst in tho Central Assembly. After consultations 
between various opposition groups, united action was decided upon as a protest 
against the decision to omit Horn the votable items m the Budget those relating 
to defence and foreign affairs. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai announced the common 
decision of the Opposition Groups to the effect that they would take no part 
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!ii the general discnsslon of the Budget, would without speaking vote down all 
demands for grants and follow the same oourse when the Finance Bill would 
oome up for consideration*. 

In the Council of State (Delhi) an authoritative decision on the limitations 
imposed on the right of putting supplementary questions was announced by Sir 
Maneckji Dadabhoy re : some questions of randit H. N. Kunzru. Sir Manekjl 
stated that supplementaries were intended only to clear up any ambiguity in 
reply given or to extract any further information on the subject dealt with in 
reply. 

The Indian Central Jute Committee’s annual meeting concluded In Calcutta, 
after deciding the programme of work for the next official year. 

The Central Provinces Budget showed a surplus of Rs. 81,000. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed tne Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) 
Bill, which penalizes the practice of phooka. 

The Assam Assembly passed the entire demands for grants under police, 
education, public health and registration. 

Srd. Sardar Patel explained the Haripura Congress resolution on work In Indian 
States In Bombay. He said that there could be no Parliamentary activity of 
any kind in the namo of the Congress in any State from the date of the passing 
o! the resolvition at llanpura. 

A sum of Iks 1 crore iwas announced to he spent hy the TJ. P. Government on 
rural and uation-building schemes, according to the Budget. 

The Bengal Assembly passed the Government Bill for the renewal of 4 of the 
5 taxation measures passed in 1935 * — the Electricity Duty Act 5 Indian Stamp 
(Bengal Amendment) Act ; Court Fees (second Amendment) Act ; and the 
Amusements Tax (Amendment) Act which are expected to yield a total revenue of 
Ks. 27 lakhs per annum. 

In the Central Assembly, the Commerce Secretary Mr H. Dow, replied to 

? uestions put by Mr. Avin ashilingam Chettiar, about the difficulties felt by the 
ndian exporters. Mr. Dow stated inter alia, that during the 9 months ended 
December 1937, the balance of trade with Japan was adverse to India bv about 
Rs. 293 lakhs duo mainly to heavy fall m India’s exports of raw cotton to Japan. 

4ili. The (Central Legislative Assembly concluded dlscnssion of Mr. A. Q. Dow’s 
Workmens’ Compensation Act AmendmentlBill. 

Professor Ranga’s amendment proposing extension of the Act to persons 
employed in operations for catching or hunting of elephants or wild animals, 
was accepted by Goverriraont and passed. 

The U. P. Assembly discussed the Premier’s motion relating to the participation 
of the Speaker in politics. The Premier moved : “This House is of the opinion 
that any non. member who is elected as its speaker should not bo handicapped 
in his public activities in cODSequence of his election as speaker and that he 
should bo free to take part in political affairs outside the House in his 
discretion”. 

The Secretary of the Bengal Council read a message from the Assembly to 
the effect that the Lower House bad not agreed to the proposal to raise the 
Salary of the Upper House. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed the Publio Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill. 

The Assam Assembly refused the supplementary demand for grant of 
Rs. 14,000 for the continuance of tho two offices of the Divisional Commissioners. 

In the C P. Assembly, a Bill proposing new taxation on trades and professions 
was referred to a select Committee. 

In the Council of State, the Finance Secretary revealed that the Finance 
Department had not been consulted on the change in the Finance Bill procedure. 

Prohibition, as an experimental measure, was announced to be introduced in 
certain districts of the Punjab. 

Silk. The Central Assemblv rejected 50 out of a total of 80 demands for grants, 
moved by Finance Member.— representing many crores of rupees of essential 
expenditure under various neads. On eight ocoasions the Government demanded 
a aivision and in each case the Opposition had a majority varving from 18 to 24. 
The Bihar Budget presented in the Assembly showed a small net surplus of Rs 
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1 and one-fourth lakhs : expenditure had been kept down at a low level in order 
to secure a balanced Budget. 

The U. P. Legislative Assembly, after debating the subject for two days, passed 
the resolution that the Speaker should be free to participate in political affairs 
outside the House in his discretion. 

Sir Raza Ali, fromer Agent General to the India Government In South Africa, 
received a letter from General Smuts, re : Indian and Soutli African problems and 
racial developments in the latter country. In his letter, General Smuts ^remaiked, 
“When India in the near future takes her full place at .the round table of the 
Commonwealth, she will afford yet another justification for our faith in human 
nature and in the ideal of democratic freedom, which are to-day somewhat 
under a cloud”, 

6th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, In a statement on the boycott 
of Zanzibar cloves, said : “I appeal to dealers in cloves, both wholesale and retail, 
to hand over to the Congress Committees any stock of cloves they might still 
be possessing.” 

Lt. Col. E J. D. Colvin, Resident of the Gujarat States, at a States Banquet 
at Bansda, paid a tribute to the Ruler for his work for the moral and material 
process of his people. 

The Imperial Forest Research at Dehra Dun submitted a note to the Tanff 
Board urging the need for protection to the paper industry, laving special 
stress on the present position of the paper industry and the possibilities of its 
future development. 

7lh. In the Central Legislative Assembly, the Opposition rejected the remaining 
30 out of the 80 demands, according to plan as a protest against the exclusion 
from the voted list of part of the expenditure on Defence and External 
affairs. 

In the Legislative Assembly, Sir G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Education. Land and 
Health Department) in answer to Mr. Avinashilingam Chetty, said that the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee set apart Rs. 30, (XX) to explore the possibilities 
of manufacturing artificial silk : how the money was proposed to be spent was a 
supplementary question. 

In the Bihar Assembly Mr. Juglal Choudhury Introduced the Prohibition Bill ; 
the Bill modelled on the Madras enactment. 

In the Bombay Assembly, there was a discussion regarding the suspension of 
the prison sentence of two persons : the Governments’ action, was characterised 
by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta as “interfering with the independence of the High Court 
of Bombay” — Mr. K, M. Munshi, Minister for Law and Order said in his reply, 
that once a High Court had convicted a man he became a piisoner of the 
Government. The Government were authorised to release prisoners by suspend- 
ing for the time their sentences, if a case for their release was made out. 

The report of the Women’s Education Committee published, on a reference by 
the Central Advisory Board of Education, as to what should be the curriculum of 
girls’ primary schools in India. 

In tne House of Commons, Lord Stanley, under Secretary of State for India, 
stated in answer to Mr. dagger, that he would not intervene in the dispute 
over the Budget procedure between the Govt, of India and the opposition 
parties, and that opportunities were still available for tho Assembly to discuss 
and criticise defence policy and that the India Secretary, Lord Zetland saw no 
reasons for addressing the Govt, of India. 

•ih. The Central Legislative Assembly rejected the motion for the consideration of 
the Finance Bill after the Finance Member had announced that H. E. the Gover- 
nor General had restored the Budget grants in full. 

Sard^ Yallabhbhai Patel, in the course of a statement, pleaded for the carrying 
ont of the settlement arrived at between employers and labour at Ahmedabad. 

In the Bengal Assemby, a motion for a token cut of Rs. 1(X) from the demand 
General Administration, sponsored by the Congress Party, was lost by 125 votes 
to 68, Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, who proposed the cut, criticised the Gov- 
ernment for its failure to effect retrenchment in the administration. He was 
supported by several Congress and Coalition members. 
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In the C. P. Assembly Dr. E. Raghabendra Rao, a former toting Goyernor 
of C. P, was asked by the Speaker of the Assembly to leave the chamber follow- 
ing his refusal to withdraw certain remarks. 

10th Id the Central Assembly, a full statement as to the stage which has been 
reached regarding the possible accession of Indian States to Federation and the 
facts and considerations which govern the conduct of negotiations with the Rulers 
for this purpose, was made bv Sir James Grigg, in the absence of Sir N. N. 
Sircar (Law Member). According to the provisions of the Government of India 
Act of 1935, ran the statement, the Federation of India Act can be established 
only if the requisite number of Rulers of States as laid down in the Act, accede 
by executing the Instrument of Accession, which His Majestv accepts, and after 
each House of Parliament has presented an address to His Majesty praying him 
to declare by proclamation that there shall be united in a Federation of India 
the Governors’ Provinces and the acceding Indian States. It will then be lawful 
for Bis Majesty to make the proclamation establishing the Federation in which 
the Chief Commissioners’ Provinces will also be included. 

In the Council of State, there was a discussion on military expenditure : Pandit 
H. N. Knnzru and Ryed Hosain Imam of the Progressive Party suggested several 
ways of redistributing defence expenditure and at the same time, work for a re- 
duction of military expenditure. 

In the C P Asssrahly, there was unanimous support for the Prohibition Bill. 

The Indian Legislative Assembly rejected the Finance Bill recommended by 
the Viceroy by (W votes to 46. This marked the end of the Finance Bill in the 
Lower House. The Bill was thereafter placed on the table of the Council of 
State with the certification of the Governor-General. 

In the Bombay Assembly, an interesting point regarding the privileges of Par- 
liamentary Rocretanes was laised : the Speakar said that he had ^iven his ruling 
that a Parliamentary Secretary with the authority of the Minister-in-charge could 
speak on behalf of the Government. But when the Minister was present and the 
Parliamentary Secretary had no authority to speak on behalf of the Government, 
he could speak in his individual capacity. 

lllh. In the Bengal Assembly, the plan of a Commission to inquire into 'Bengal’s 
Land Laws was subjected to a close scrutiny. A debate was raised, criticising the 
constitutions and terras of reference of the proposed Land Revenue Commission. 
Mr. A. K Fazlul Huq, the Premier, and Sir B. P. Singh Roy, the Revenue 
Member, explained how the matter stood and repudiated the suggestion that on 
this question the Go voi ament were proceeding in a hole and corner fashion. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Government spokesman, Hon. Mr. K. M. Munshl, 
Minister for Law & Order, stated that the proposed volunteer crops set up to 
assist the Police would not pursue Congress propaganda. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, keen resentment was expressed at the manner 
in which the Legislative Assembly had refused to consider the amendments pro- 
posed by the Upper House to the Bengal Legislative Chambers (President’s and 
Speaker’s Salaiies) Bdl. 

Bbai Paramanand, the Hindu Mahasabha leader, addressing a gathering at 
Nagpur, said that the task of rejecting the Federal constitution was futile, 

i2th. The Calcutta University decided to modify the design of the University crest 
so as to represent a full blown lotus with a lotus bud in the centre, surrounded 
by the rays of the Sun, the whole encircled by the University motto, “Univer- 
sity of Calcutta— Advancement of Learning.” 

Dr. P. F. Russel, Malaria Investigation officer, Rockfeller Foundation, in address- 
the Madras Rotary Club on Malaria, emphasized the fact that it was devita- 
lising the effect of malaria rather than its comparatively low fatality rate which 
made the disease the scouige of India. 

IStii. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose in a speech in Calcutta said that the psychological 
moment had a? rived when Indians should press their united demands on the 
British nation who, at the present moment, were powerless to resist them. 

The Gwalior Legislative Council passed a Bill for the introduotion of prohibition 
in the whole 8tate. 
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14tli. The Mysore Government formed a Political Affairs Committee to deal with 
questions relating to h^sore joining the proposed Federation. 

All Bengal Political Prisoners’ Day : In support of the Congress demand for the 
immediate and unconditional release of detenus and political prisoners, a demons- 
tration was held In Calcutta, under the chairmanship of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, 
President of the Congress. 

An account of the activities of the Anglo-Indians and Domiciled European Fede- 
ration was given at the annual meeting of that body held in Calcutta. 

Useful devices for improving agricultural methods and farming in India were 
discussed by the advisory body and ancillary Committees of the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research at Delhi. 

18th. In the Bengal Assembly, the Home Member informed the ITouso that terror- 
ism was not quite dead, secret propaganda continued and arms remained hidden 
away. 

The Bengal Legislative Assomhlv voted without a division the Home Minister’s 
demand the grant of Rs. tO, 789, 000 for expondituro under the head Police. 

The Kathiawar States jointly considered the question of their entry into the 
Federation. 

In the United Provinces, the establishment of 40 centres for spreading education 
in each district, aocoidmg to a scheme being considered by the Education Minister. 

16th. At the Behar Provincial Muslim League Conference, Mr. S. A. Az’z, President, 
made an appeal to Congress to meet the demands of minority communities. 

In the Punjab Legislative Assembly, the Premier, in a statement, declared that 
the Cabinet were prepared to resign, if the verdict of the House wont against them 
on the Shahidganj issue. 

17th. In the Punjab Assomblv, the Congress members walked out of the House, 
following a remark by the Premier that 90 per cent, of the bad characters had 
joined the Congress. This was subsequently repudiated by the Premier. 

In the Bengal Assembly, considerable heat was introduced into the proceedings, 
when the demand for grant for Education came up for consideration : The occa- 
sion for this was a remark bv Mr Hasan Isfiahani, a member of the coalition 
party, who alleged that the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University grve im- 
poitant University posts to his relations, who drew between thorn a lakh of Rupeet 
in salaries. This caused an uproar among Congress members. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Minister for Law and Order announced the un- 
willingness of the Government to remove the ban on books which directly incited 
communal bitterness. 

18th. Mr. R B. Whitehead, in his addeess at a general meeting of the Indian Min- 
ing Association in Calcutta, made a survey of the problem of the coal industry. 

In the Bengal Assembly, during the disenssion on the Education Budget, the 
Premier declared that it was not possible to introduce free compulsory piimary 
education in the province without imposing a tax. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Bpeakor gave a ruling to the effect that an 
amendment to a statute could not be suggested while a out motion was under 
discussion. 

The Central Assembly passed the Trades Disputes Bill (as amended) and the Bill 
to amend the Hindu Women’s Right to Property Act of 1937. 

Mahatma Gandhi and the Home Minister of Bengal had a long talk on the ques- 
tion of release of political prisoners in Calcutta —records were shown to the 
Mahatmaji. 

I9lh. In the Sindh Assembly, the party leaders met the Governor and discassed the 
situation created by the Ministry’s defeat in the Assembly. 

In the Bengal Assembly, the Government plans for resuscitation of dying rivers 
and waterways were explained. 

20tb. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose called the Congress Councillors in the Calcutta Cor- 
poration pseudo— Congressmen and called for purge at a Calcutta meeting. 

Mahatma Gandhi continued his negotiations with the Bengal Home Minister 
for the release of the remaining detenus and political prisoners. 
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21tk. Bengal Congress leaders conferring with the leaders of the seooessloa groups of 
the coalition paity regarding the formation of a new ministry. 

In the Counoil of State, all sections contributed to the debate raised in order 
to find woik for the Federal Court in the form of Civil and Criminal appeals. 

The Sindh Ministry resigned following an adverse budget vote, and the leader 
of the United Party formed a new Ministry in coalition with the Hindu Indepen- 
dent Party. 

In the Bengal Assembly, the competence of the provincial legislature to consider 
measures regarding stamp duty and duty on consumption of electricity was 
questioned. 

The Government of India issued a communique giving further particulars of 
tra«ie agreement with South Africa and the events necessitating such an agreement. 

The steps taken by the 0. P. Government to improve the condition of agricul- 
turists wore explained by the Education Minister in the Assembly. 

Mahatma Gandhi had an interview with Lord Biabourne in Calcutta, re : 
release of Detenus and Political Prisoners. 

22nd. In the Counoil of State, there was a disturbance when the Finance Bill wai 
taken up for consideration — the Opposition made a final protest against the 
removal of certain defence and external affairs grants from the votable list. ^ 

In the Orissa Assembly, the Premier made an announcement regarding the 
industrial policy of the Ministry. 

In the Bihar Assembly, a Parliamentary secretary made a statement regarding 
the question of inadequacv of representation of Anglo-Indians in the services 
and the strictness of domicile rules. 

In the C. P. Assembly, the whole of the Budget was passed. 

The Council of State passed the Finance Bill as recommended by the Governor 
General. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Speaker gave a ruling to the effect that a member 
who had been* hitherto speaking in English, could speak in any other language 
provided he felt that he could express himself better on the subject in that 
particular language. 

23 rd. Death of His Highness the Miharaja of Patiala. 

In the Bengal Council, the Piesident gave an important ruling on the Province’s 
powers in respect of taxation, durmg the consideration of the Expiring Laws Bill. 

In the Bihar Assembly, the policy of the Bihar Ministry regaiding the improve- 
ment of public health in the province was outlined. 

24th. The Bengal Lofrisiative Council passed the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill of 1938. 

The All Iniia Mo.sIera League resolved to asseit itself as a definite party in the 
politics of the Central Legislature, 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, two important Budget demands, one 
relating to Debt Conciliation Boards and the other relating to the Co-operative 
Department were passed. 

Mahatma Gandhi, before leaving for Orissa from Calcutta, made an appeal to 
workers and the public not to hold demonstrations and meetings and the like and 
to the prisoners and detenus to be patient while negotiations on the question of 
their release wore going on. 

26 th. Sir Maurice Owyer stressed the need for .freedom of thought iu the course 
of his addiess at the Convocation of the Delhi University. 

Mahatma Gandhi made a statement in the ‘‘Hanjan” to the effect that the 
communal riots m Allahabad— headquarters of the Congress— and the necessity 
for summoning the police and even the military show that the Congress is not 
vet fit to Rubstituto British authority in India. ‘'The Congress claims”, continues 
Mahatma Gandhi, "to represent the whole of India, not merely those few who are 
on the Congress Register It should represent even those who are hostile to it 
and who will even crush it if they could.” 

The Bengal Government secured a large majority of 138 votes to 97 on the issue 
of prohibition. 

The Calcutta University Senate approved the modification in the University’s 
crest designed to allay communal susceptibilities. 
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A reference to closer contact between the business community and the Oaloutta 
University with a view to findin<!j careers for educated youth was made at the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce meeting. 

29th. In the Bihar Council, Mr. Srikrishna Sinha (the Premier) replying to the 
general discussion on the Budget said that resuscitation of the village panohayat 
system, with a view to making the‘villages autonomous and homogeneous units, was 
the ideal which the Government was striving to achieve. 

The Orissa Assembly carried by a large majority a resolution against Federation 
moved by Mr. Nityananda Kanungo, the Revenue Minister. 

In the Sindh Assembly, a statement of the policy which the Sindh Cabinet 
would pursue was made.* The Premier assured tne House, that they would bo guid- 
ed by the national aspirations of the people of this country in acobrdauce with the 
peculiar needs and circumstances of the Province. 

SOlh. In the Bihar Assembly, the Education Minister stated that the Premier and he 
himself had undertaken to teach a batch of 30 persons each as their contribution 
to the voluntary service scheme designed to remove illiteraov from the masses. 

At the annual meeting of the British Indian Association, the Mahaiajadhiraj of 
Burdwau dwelt on the duty of landholders towards their tenants. 

Sift. The Central Assembly passed the third reading of Mr. B. Das’s Bill to amend 
the Sarda Act by 87 to 13 votes 

In the Bengal ^Council, considerable progress was made with the Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, when most of the contioversial provisions of the Bill -were 
passed in the form in which they had emerged from the Lower House. 


APRIL 1938 

Chief Events . — MahGtma Gandhi’s talks with the Bengal Home 
Minister on the release of political prisoners continued— C. P. Law 
Minister’s resignation on the issue of the release of a non-political 
convict — Income-Tax Amendment Bill discussed in the Central 
Assembly — Gandhi- Viceroy interview at Delhi — Gandhi-tTiunah-Nehru 
talks and correspondence on Hindu-Moslem Unity — Constitutional 
crisis in Orissa over the appointment of Governor. 

lit. The arrival of Mahatma Gandhi in Calcutta from Berboi (Assam). 

In the Central Assembly, 51r. Batvamuiti moved the following rosolntion ; 
“The Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that no steps 
should be taken to conclude a fresh Indo-BritiHh Trade Agreement or any trade 
agreement of a similar nature without first consulting the Assembly*’— after some 
discussion the resolution was eventually passed. 

The U. P. Goveinment’s Prohibition Bcheme came into force in the Etah and 
Mainpuri districts. 

The Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry opened its 
eleventh session at Delhi. 

In Calcutta, the Congress Working Committee met to consider the possibility of 
the Congress forming a Coalition Ministry in Assam. 

In the Bihar Assembly, the Premier moved a Bill to implement the Congress- 
Zamindar agreement and part of the Government programme to afford relief to 
the tenants. 

The Central Assembly carried two resolutions against the Government, the 
first iiiging the establishment of a University for Peshawar and the second cri- 
ticising the secrecy of the Indo-British Trade negotiations. 

In the Cochin Council, the Dewan and President stated : “It is the intention 
of the Cochin Government to request His Highuess to promulgate a comprehen- 
sive Constitution Act for the Btate. The Act under which the Legislative 
Council is now functioning is an act which deals enclusively with the powers 
and responsibilities of the Cochin Legislature. But the new Act, we contemplate, 
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will be a more comprehensive Act containing provisions for the constitution of 
the Cochin Government”. 

2nd. The Congress Working Committee, In Calcutta, adopted a reso’ution on the 
subjects of discrimination against commercial enterprises in India. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s views were embodied in the resolution, as stated in the 
“Young Inlia” and then amplified in the “Hanjan” : “India has the right to 
discriminate, if that word must be used, against non-national interests whenever 
and wherever the interests of India demand or require it.” 

The Cochin Legislative Council passed a resolution recommending the abolition 
of untouchability m the State. 

An indication of the extent to which the landlord element in the United 
Provinces will accept the Ministry’s rent and land revenue proposals was given 
by the Nawab of Ohhatari at a meeting of the Rent and Revenue Committee of 
the Legislature. 

A rift in the Congress Socialist party announced in Lahore with the resigna- 
tion of 23 members of that Party. 

Srd Mahatma Gandhi deprecated certain inaccurate press reports on his talks with 
Khw.ija Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, Bengal, in connexion with the release 
of political prisoners and detenus. 

The Congress Working Committee discussed in Calcutta questions regarding the 
formulation of a practical scheme for minimising communal disturbances, and the 
evolving of a formula for the Congress party in the Bengal Assembly to enable 
them to work in collaboration with other progressive groups with "a view to 
giving effect to the programme of the Congress Pailiameutary Boaid. Mahatma 
Gandhi participated in the deliberations 

Mahatma Gandhi, in the course of a statement, contradicted a press report that 
he was asking for assurances from political prisoners. 

4th. H. E. the Commander In Chief explained in the Council of State the cir- 
cumstances leadmg to the discussion between the War office and the India 
Office. 

Dr. Moonje, referring to Mr. Jinnah’s demands, said to have been submitted to 
the Congress, said that any decision taken without the consent of the Hindu 
Mahas.ibha would be an exparte decision and that the Hindus would not be 
bound by them. 

At the Lakhipur District Political Conference, Mr. Y. L. Pandit, Minister for 
Local Self-Goveraraent, replied to Congress critics of the Congress. He observed, 
“The remedy lay not in the hands of the Ministry but in the hands of those who 
formed the party. If the Ministry had failol to come up to their expectations. 
Congressmen must share the blame for that failure because they had not perfected 
their influence in the local sphere with a view to changing the tone of adminis- 
tration and the outlook of public servants”. 

8lh. The Congress Working Committee mot the C. P. Law Minister Mr. Shareef, 
who resigned following the controversy over the release of a convict. The Work- 
ing Committee decided to appoint au indepeudent tribunal to advise the Committee 
whether the Law Minister’s action in releasing a non-political prisoner was proper 
In the exercise of his powers of discretion. 

6tk. The Bengal Governor presided and made some suggestions regarding the future 
time of work at the joiut annual meeting of the Red Cross and St. John Ambulanoe 
Organisations, 

The Congress Working Committee decided to consult a legal expert before 
pronouncing on the C. P. convicts’ release which led to the resignation of the 
Minister concerned. 

The Council of State’s ame ndment to the Trades Dispute Bill was accepted by the 
Central Assembly. 

The Bombay Cabinet at their meeting approved of the draft of the Bill to amend 
the Bombay village Panchayat Act. 

The six days’ session of the Congress Working Committee concluded. 

On H. E. the Governor General going to England on leave for four months, 
H. E. Lord Brabourne to act as the Governor General. 
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7lh. In the Central Legislative Assembly the Provincial Government, Chambers of 
Commerce and Commercial bodies expressed their views on the recommendations 
of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. 

In the Bihar Assembly, taxation of Moslem religious trusts formed the subject 
matter of discussions ; the discussions arose out of a question of exemption of 
Wakf property from the operation of the Bihar Agriculture Income-tax Bill. 

8th. Mahatma Gandhi, In connection with the discussions with the Government of 
Bengal about the release of political prisoners, interviewed 14 Regulation III 
prisoners and four women political prisoners at the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 

The Council of State passed the Bill to amend the Saida Act. 

In the Central Assembly, Mr. Ananta Sayanam Iyengar’s resolution for a 
Retrenchment Committee to scrutinise Central expenditure was carried. 

As a result of the activities of the Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, 
there has been tangible Increase in the income of the cultivator. 

9th. The Orissa Cabinet considered the report of the Orissa Secretariat Reorgani- 
zation Committee and decided on a reallocation of portfolios. 

In the Council of State, a statement was presented giving particulars of 
the course which the Government of India proposed to follow in regaid to the 
recommendations adopted by International Labour Conference. 

The Bombay Government approved of tho suggestion of the Legal Education 
Committee for the establishment of a full time Law College in Borabav. 

The Congress partieipation in the work of the Mysore Constitutional Reforms 
Committee to be decided at a meeting of the Congress Workers in the State. 

lOlh. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose urged mass contact with Moslems and scheduled 
castes in addressing tho annual meeting of the Bengal Provincial Committee. 

The Nizam’s Government Issued a communique deploring communal riots at 
Hvderahad. 

The Orissa Secretariat Reorganization Committee’s report was submitted to the 
Government with the observations: “A Secretary’s work under Provincial Autonomy 
throws a greater responsibility upon him than he had under tho old constitution ; 
for the Minister to whom he tenders advice is entitled to rely upon him 
absolutely for his knowledge of the rules and existing practice and procedure, and 
for the knowledge which comes from administrative experience, whereas under 
the old constitution the Secretary was dealing with a superior who, very often, 
had a greater administrative oxp'Tience and a greater knowledge of the rules 
and procedure than the Secretary himself”. 

In the Central Assembly, a compromise between the Congress Group and the 
Government arrived at regarding tho further progress of tho Finance Member’s 
Income-Tax Amendment Bill. 

Mahaima Gandhi and Sir K, Nazimuddln met again In Calcutta to discuss ways 
and means of accelerating the release of politicals. 

llth. As a result of a compromise between the Opposition, In tho Central Assembly, 
and the Finance Member, the Income-Tax Amendment Bill was circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. 

The Bengal Government’s plans for the rehabilitation of the Co-operative move- 
ment in the province were outlined by Mr. M. B. Mullick. 

H. E. The Viceroy gave his assent to Mr. B. Das’s Bill to amend the child 
Marriage Restraint Act. 

12th. The Central Assembly agreed to the Finance Member’s motion for reference 
of the Income-tax Amendment Bill to a Select Committee and adjourned sine die, 
Mr. Jawahar Lai Nehru, in a statement, condemned exaggerated reports of the 
communal tension in Allahabad. 

Mahatma Gandhi left Calcutta for Delhi to meet the Viceroy. Mahatmajl 
Issued a statement on the efforts for the release of political prisoners, *‘l have 
DOW to write a letter to Sir K Nazimuddin summarising my suggestions, 
which, I am assured, will be cousidered by tbe Government as speedily as possible 
and definite decisions taken, a process, which It is expected, will be completed 
within one month. It is hoped, however, that decisions may be taken much 
earlier and if it becomes necessary for me to return to Ofdoutta 1 shall do so 
without hesitation, provided, of course, my health permits. 
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14th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose appealed to Moslems to join the Congress, la 

addressing a meeting at Contai. 

A Gazettee of India extraordinary announced the restoration of some of the 
demands refused by the Central Assembly. 

Mr. Jawhailal Nehru, in a statement, at Allahabad, deprecated repeated Kisan 
demonstrations, as, ho said, they wore being made cheap and ridiculous. 

15ih. Ills Excolloncy the Viceroy granted an Interview to Mahatma Gandhi, which 
lasted for over 1 and a half hours. At tho conclusion of the Interview the following 
communique was Issued : “Towards tho end of March, H. E. the Viceroy wrote 

to Mr. (I'lndhi to say that it would give him pleasure to renew their acquaintance 

btdoio If. E. moved to Simla, and suggesting that It might be convenient for 
Mr. Gandhi to pay him a visit if ho could pass through Delhi on his way from 
Calcutta. Ills Excellency aided that he had no special business to discuss with 
Mr. Ga dhi, but would welcome an opportunity of seeing him again. 

16lh. Tho Committee appoined in tho United Provinoes to inquire into tho Working 
of the local bodies, proposed drastric changes In their administration. 

Tho l*olitical Allans Committee of M>sore held their inaugural session. 

A joint so.-»sion of the All-ludia Tiade Union Congross and the National Trade 
Union Fedeiation hel l at Nagpur. A resolution on unity was passed. 

Tho Ihesident of tho Bengal and Assam Lawyers' conferanco In his address 
ciitioiscd the lules nigardmg recruitment of judicial officers. 

17lh. Ml. M. A. Jinuah, President, All India Moslem League, In his address at a 
special session of tho League in Calcutta, appealed to both communities to realize 
their moral obligations to each other. 

Five persons were killed and 70 Injured in a communal riot which broke out 
in Bombay. 

18th. “India was most probably heading towards a ipopulation record, but not to- 
waids a crlsi.s”, declared tho Director of the All India Institute of Hygiene and 
Ihiblie Healtli, Calcutta, addressing a confer once in Bombay. 

A resolution on tlie Saliidganj mosque dispute had an easy passage at the 
Moslem League’s sitting in Calcutta, the Punjab Ministry being given full authority 
to bring about a bottloment with the bikhs. 

19th. Roferonce to the working of provincial autonomy and the proposed All 
India Federation was made by tho Viceroy in replying to tho Peshawar Muni- 
cipality’s address of welcome. His Excellency remarked, “on a broad view, we 
can claim that tho first year of piovlncial legislatures have showm Imagination 
and respon.sibillty in a high degreo”. 

40 out of 41 political piisonois released In Bihar. 

A “Council or Action” consisting of seven of the leading taluqdars of Oudh 
formed to act on their behalf In regard to the Government’s land revenue 
and rent proposals. 

20th. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru issued a statement on agrarian reform In tho U. P. 
in which he commented on the abandonment of tho proposed Kisan demonstra- 
tion In Lucknow. 

In the Bihar Assembly, tho Agricultural Income-Tax Bill was vehemently 
opposed bv some members. 

In the U. P. Assembly, on a point of order raised over the Introd notion of tho 
Tenancy Bill, the Speaker consulted tho Governor regarding the question of his 
sanction to the measure. 

Sir Henry Craik, Governor of tho Punjab, addressing the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce at Lahore defended the rupee sterling ratio. 

2Ut. Two persons believed to have been killed and 50 Injured as the result of 
French Inaian troops opening fire on a mob of strikers near Pondiohery. 

In the U, P. Assembly, there was a lively debate on the Non-official Members* 
Emoluments Bill. 

There was an agreement in Allahabad, between the authoiities and the Moslems 
rerarding the observance of the Ohehlum ceremony. 

Death of Sir Mahomed Iqbal, the famous poet* 

3 
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Maiiatma Gandhi, oponin" the Vidya Mandir School at Wardha. said tliat while 
Herr Hitler was achieving liis goal tluougli the sword, ho was doing so through 
peace. 

At Kohat, H. E. the Viceroy, replying to joint address by the Distiiot Board 
and the Municipality, expiessed ap[)reciutioa of the marked interest of the Fron- 
tier Ministry in education. 

22nd. In Lucknow, two persons were killed and 28 injured in a Shia-Sunni clash. 

In Delhi, a clash occuried between the Police and the Shias and about 21 persons 
were injured. 

In Lahore, twenty thousand Moslems piayod at the graveside of Sir Muhammad 
Iqbal who was mteiied in a grassy plot beside the histone i iiilding of the 
Bad sail i mosque. 

The existing concession to the glass manufactui ing industry by way of a rebate 
duty on impoited Soda ash extended foi two yeais accoiding to the (lovei nment 
of India lesolution. 

23rd. His Excellency the Vicerov emphasized tho need for clicaj) electilcitv rates 
when ho opened the Mal.ikand Hvdio-tdeeb ic Scheme in the N. W'' • F. Ihovince 

Mahatma Gamilii, in an aiticle m the llanjan, enjoineil iipf)n Congress mlnl^t(‘rs 
stiict obseivance of moial piinciplos in the dis< harge of tiieir duly. 

In the Bombay L-'gislative Assembly, in the deb;ite on th-' Elueatutii IMl. the 
House earned an amendm-mt unanimously urging the appointraent of men with 
educational oxpoiiiuice on sidiool boaids. 

Ill Allaliabad, Pandit Jiwliailal Nebiu alvised ICisans not to place any obvjiacle 
In the waj of tho smooth working of the Cingiess ministries 

24lh. Lord Lothian concluded a seiies of aitpdes entitled “X-'W Iriilia” appi*aring in 
the “Observer” Ho remaikcd, “India is now stionglv nation ilisl but she has 
yet to rehiovo that innei unity m spirit and language and mental coofideuei* among 
iier communities, States and pi evinces to onahle liei to sl.ind (iirnly on hei 
own legs ” 

Tho Bihar Premier stated at Patna that tho zamiiidars liad fallen from then 
ideal and quoted Mahatma Gandhi’s view that they should act like iiustces of 
their propel ty. 

The Bengal Hindu Rabha, at tbeir meeting in Calcutta, appeabsl to Mahatma 
Gandhi not to coindude his negotiations with Mi. Jinnali without consulting the 
non-Congress jiolitieal oi ganizations 

The U. P. Government issued a notiPioation dealing w’ltli a I’l'poit of tho Cawn- 
pore Laboui Inquiry Committee for eliciting pnidic opinion 

Mahatma Gandhi attendo<l tho meeting of tin* All India Education Board and 
explained the fundamental piincipbi of Basie Elucation, designed lo solve all 
present evils in India. Its foundations, he said, wmo truth and non-violence 
Indian civilization, being essentially a rural civilization, Bas'c EJuia'ion aimed at 
the revival of rural civilizatiou through village handicrafts. 

25lh. In the U. P. Assembly, the Premier made a stitement thieateTiing to take 
seveie action against persons iiiespeetive of then status and the piospect of tho 
imposition of jmnitivo [loliee. 

In tho Bihar Assembly, Moslem members vebemently opjiosol tlie priindple of 
taxing Moslem cbaiitable projreities, when the House nsuraed disvuission of the 
Agricultural Income-Tax Bill 

8omo troops moved to 8ikar, near Jaipur, wdicre the liao R.qa lemained 
entrenched in his fort. 

26lh A campaign against mass illiteracy inauguiated iii Bihar. 

The Bihai Assembly fiassed the Pioliibition Bill. 

Pandit Jawdiailal Nehru’s efforts to find a solution of the question of the 
Congress flag vs. tlie “Red” flag pi-oved to be snccessful. All wereagiecd that there 
should be one flag, and that no fl ig ’.vlnch was a iival to tho Congress flag shouhi 
be patronized by the members of the “Kisan” Sablia. 

About 500 Moslem women were present at a meeting of the provincial branch 
of the All India Moslem Ladies’ Oonforence in Calcutta. 
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27 th. The Federal Court of India likely to register its first ease on a leference now 
under cont(*m|»lation, about the act -jiassed hy the C. P. Legislatuie imposing 
a tax on the salo of petiol. 

la the U. P. Assemblv, tho Speaker gave his ruling that a Minister had the 
absolute <Jisoi(Uioii on tho matter of replying to questions. 

Jhe LMi.ir Assembly discussed the Moueylendois’ Bill which aimed at generally 
giving relief to lural debtors. 

The H'lfiib.iv Ooveinmont decided to lestnct the scope of the City Police Act 
Araeudm* 111 iiill to deal with communal distui bailees. 

28lh. ^Mahatma Oanilhi had an intoiview with Mi Jinnah ?it liombav regaiding the 
communal question A loint statement was issued • “we had thieo hours’ fiiendly 
conveis itiou ovei the Hindu Muslims question, aud the rnattei will be puisued 
fuithei ” 

The M\sore Oovernment issued a communique giving a detailed account of the 
noting on Antil 2j, at Vidinaswathara 

29th In O iss.i, a <‘onstitiitiona] ensis appieliended over tho question of appointment 
of Ml. .1 U !)a:n as the acting ({oveinor. Mahatma (Tancllii, in ins statement le : 
the appoi iitment. sani ‘‘The whole nf the stmg lies in a suboidinate officer be- 
(•(uuing the acting (ioveinoi of the iq.ivince, with whom the Ministcus aie 
expected lo woik and almost dail^ submit documents for his signature an'l have 
him to jocside at their meetings It is untcocoming and leduces autonomy to a 
fane”. 

Mahatma fiandhi issued a statement fiom Bomhav re Mysoie iiots. Ho said 
‘‘I siiggcst that the l)p^t and onh lemclv fot the Mahaiaja and ins auvisms is to 
divest th*' friMonmcnt c)f ,ts a»itociai‘\ and make i»opulai repi esentaliVcs lespon- 
sihlt‘ fot the a Immistiation in Mxsoe’ 

Mah.itnia (i.indhi wiied to Mi Suhiias Chandra Bose, to pioi;eed to Homhay to 
continue the talk^ on communal is^ne with Mi. dinnah. 

30lh Following 111'* settlement of the dispute t-etween the Rao Raja of Kikai anci 
the Maliiiaja of .laipui thiough the pcusonal intei vtuitioii of Mi. A. C. Lcdliian, 
Agcmt to tlo- tii>\einoi (buiei.iL li.cjputana States, Sikai wa^ rafudlv letuiuing to 
normal. 'line tonus (d the settlement iiududed tin* canecdlatiori of tlie visit which 
was the' immediate* (,‘aiiso of tlie ticoiblo Otheis imluded tho calling off of the 
sti.kc* at S'kai anci tho dopiutuio of Hao Raja to Ajrncr aud theruie to .Idi|mi 

A final .ittornpt was rnado lt\ Ills Kxcellenc’v tiie (lovoinoi, Sii John Hnhhacdk, 
to poisu ido iln« Ministis net to focc ipitato a oiisis ovei the appointment of Mi 
.1 II Dim as a<‘ting (ioNcinoi of iho Pioviiice 

Tin* Piosi'lciit of tho Indian Roads and Tianspoit Development Association lo- 
foned tt* iaili*'ad lualiv. in leviewmg the Association’s ai’tivities at its annual 
meeting 

r.indit .J.iwah.nlal Nidiiu in a ptess statement commented on tlie ‘driilnnc” of the 
League of Nations to a\c'it wai^ ami to •‘cho*‘k” the agg^e'>^ol and piotcct the huv- 
ahidmg arnruig tlio nations. Ho fuitlici sanl ‘‘A oieit count-y hko India aud an 
organi/mion like* the Irntian National ('ongn'ss must nc-cessai ily, at any time, pay 
attention to the inter n.itioiial allans and lay down then potic\ in ic'caid to them”. 

In tho Hihar Assomtdv, a ooinjoomise biought about betueon tlio tiovernmint 
and the Moslems bv Ataulaiia Abul Kalam A/.acl on the question of wakfs of a pii- 
vate natuie, when the Agricultuial Income-lax Bill was being discussed. 

MAY 1938 

Chief Events : — The constitutional crisis in Orissa over the 
appointment of Governor continued — Mahatma^s extensive totir in the 
Frontier Province pii'acliinix non-violence— Flag controversy and 
Police firintr in the Alysorj tState— Jiiinah-Bose talks in Bombay on 
Oommunal Unit} — Paralysing^ Mill Strike in Cawnpore. 

lit. The OongieSvS Paitv in tho Oiissa Assembly passed a resolution asking tho 
Ministiy to resign if tho appointment of Mr. J. R. Dam, as acting Dover nor 
was not concolled. 
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The Rao Raja of Sikar arrived in Jaipur and called on His Highuess the 
Maharaja. 

Proposals to regulate child labour in workshops expected to bo formulated out 
of the replies received from the Provincial Governments and other interested bodies 
to the Government of India’s oircular letter on the subject. 

Dr. Syed Mahmud, Education and Development Minister, Bihar, in opening a 
Conference of officials and non-officials said, “of the fundamental problems on 
the solution of which depends the agricultural prosperity of our jiroviiuje, the 
problems of fuel, fodder, fragmentation and finanoo appear to mo to be basic ones”. 

Mahatma Gandhi, on arrival at Nowshora, 25 miles from Peshawar, was accord- 
ed a magnificent reception by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the Rod Shirts. 

2n<l. The Orissa Premier announced that the Orissa ‘ministry had decided to resign 
on the acting Governorship issue. 

The Bombay Assembly passed all the three readings of the Bill to amend the 
Races Lioensing Act. 

The Bihar Assembly adopted an amendment to the Agricultural income-tax Bill 
according to which all trusts and endowments. v\h('thoi Hindu or Moslem, for 
public purposes shall be exempted from the tax. In the ease of Wakf- 
ul-Alaulad, the income of the beneficiaries is to bo taxed, the tax being realized 
from the trustee. 

The Bihar Premier made an Important statement in the Assembly enunciating 
the prineiples governing appointment to public sorviet's in the province Tlic 
statement was made In response to a demand for representation of Chota Nagjtui 
in the services. 

The Orissa Assembly met to consider the Orissa Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill. 

The Premier, addressing a Bihar Police Couferonco, said that it was necessaiy 
for the force to have no part In politics. 

The Bombay legislative Assembly passed the Bill to amend the Bombay 
Piimary Education Act. 

The Chief Secretary of the Travancoro Govcinmont and leader of the Deputation 
to the Commerce Member of the India Government urged the need for laislng the 
import duty on copra from Ceylon for the protection of cocoanut industry of 
Malabar. 

3rd. The Orissa Assembly passed the Tenancy Amendment Bill. 

The Bihar Assembly* passed the Agricultmal Income-Tax Bill. 

4lb. Mahatma Gandhi iiad an interview with 11. E tiie Governor ol the Fiontiev 
Province at Peshawar. 

The Ministerial crisis in Orissa averted by the decision of Sir .lohn Hubback to 
cancel his leave, b^atisf action jirovided a'l over India over the successful 
solution of the crisis. 

In the Bihar A.sorab/v, the evils of the dowry svstom wore emphasi'zofl by 
several speakers when the Behar Dowry Restraint Bill intioduceJ to eradicate tho 
undesirable practice. 

More amenities for political prisoners wore proposed by tho IT. P. Jails Refoims 
Committee In its report. Among other thing.s the Committoo suggested that ail poli- 
tical prisoners should bo concentrated in one or moie jails and that there should 
bo freedom of association for political piisonors amongst themselves, a daily paper 
of their own choice should be provideu at the co.st of tho Government and any 
other magazines and books allowed at their own co.st. 

Mahatma Gandhi, repiving to an address of welcome at Peshawar, paid a tri- 
bute to Khan Abdul Oaffar Khan as tho man who hud taught non-violence to 
the Pathans. 

5ih. An extraordinarily large number (13,236) of Indian labourers returned homo 
from Malaya— 4940 wore repatriated. 

In the 6ihar CJouneil, the Prohibition Bill as passed by tho Lower House was 
taken up for consideration clause by clause. 

Mahatma Gandhi visited the Khyber Pass on a tour of tlio Frontier— he was 
greeted by the Afridis. 

The Mysore Government defined their attitude to other than State flags and 
emblems. An official communique declared that the Mysore Government had no 
wish to inteifere with the use of auy colours, flag or other omblom used 
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either to indicate in a peaceful and iinprovocativo manner political opinions or 
proposals intended for the ^ Rood of the subjects of the State, so long as thoso 
were not incompatible with loyalty to the Ruler and were advocated in a 
peaceful and loyal manner. 

6ih. The Bihar Assembly passed a resolution opposing the Federal Scheme 
for India. 

Mahatma Gandhi loft Peshawar on a two days’ tour of the Frontier villages.* 

At a Bombay meeting of the Anglo-Iudians and Domiciled European Associa- 
tion, the Premier, the Hon. Mr, B. O. Kher adv'sod the Anglo-Indians not to 
cast longing glances at the West, but to throw themselves heart and soul into 
tlio lifo and movement around them. 

Mahatma Gandhi, In the course of his Frontier tour, addressed a gathering of 
women whom he exhorted to take part in the freedom movement, 

7lh. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel met the Dewan of Mysore with a view to arriving 
at a •settlemont between the State Congress and the Government — the flag 
controversy! among the Issues raised 

Twenty thousand Pathans heard Mahatma Gandhi in pin-drop silence when he 
expounded at Mardan his creed of non-violence and praised the Khiidai Klndmat- 
gars, or Servants of God, men who under the {leadership of Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, the Premier’s brother, spread the message of the Congress In the 
F'rontier Provinees. 

The Employers’ Association appointed a sub-commitoe to examine the report 
of the Cawnporo labour Inquiry Committee on the textile dispute in that city. 

8ih. Presiding at the .Jaipur State Subjects’ Conference, Seth Jamnalal Bajaj expressed 
the Congress attitude towards Indian States. 

Mahatma Gandhi concluded his tour of the Frontier. The flag controversy came 
to an end in Mysore. 

9ih. Sardar Patel addressed a meeting in Bangalore and explained why the activities 
of the All-Tndia and State Congress organizations must be different. 

In the IT. P Council, a Minister opposed his own parliamentary secretary on 
an oflicial motion pleading for the ban on seditious speeches in the" House. 

loth. The Indo- British trade negotiations started at Delhi. 

The Bihar Assembly referred the Tenancy Amendment Bill to a Select Committee. 

Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, the liberal loader, warned the British Government from 
Bombay that Indian public o\)\nion was not going to rest over tbo question of the 
I. C. S. Governors. 

A Committee to be appointed by tbo Bengal Government to oxamlno the records 
of political jirisniiers and to forward tbeir view as to who should bo released before 
the expiiy of their tt'rra of fmpiisonment. 

The Pi ora iers of the Congress provinces and members of the Congress B^orklng 
Committi'o with Mr. Siibhas Chandra Bose In the Chair met at Bombay for im- 
portant discussions re : revision of the rupee ratio for increasing the purchasing 
pow'or of the masses. 

1 1th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President and Mr. M. A. Jinnah^ PreaMoot 
of the Moslem League had five hours’ discossion at Bombay over tho oommanal 
question. According to a joint statement issued by them to the Press the discus- 
sion was “friendly”. 

The IT. P. Education Minister at a village conference in Benares district declared 
that the Congress Government had no desire to end the Zamindari system. 

Mr. Jawaliar Lai Nehru declared : “Unless and until full control is transferred to 
the public we can not .solve the difflculties of the problems facing us”, Inaugurat- 
ing the Mahakoshal Provincial Conference at Kareli. 

A Mysore communique repudiated the suggestion that proper caro was not taken 
of the injured on April 25. 

12lh. The Presidents of the Congress and the Moslem League resumed the discussion 
on the communal question at Bombay. 

^ The Rub-coraraitteo of the non-oificial Indian advisors met the Lancashire Delega- 
tion. The fixing of a ratio between Lancashire’s intake of cotton and India’s import 
of Lancashire textiles was the main subject of discussion. 
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“Civil Liberties” was tiie subject discussed by the Premier’s Conference at Bombay. 
The Recietaiy of the Zanzibar Indian Association thanked India for the stand in 
the clove dispute in a letter to the Congress in which ho gave details of the 
agreement between Indians and the Zanzibar Government, 

In the Bihar Council, a statement was made on behalf of the Government, 
refuting certain Press allegations regarding the curtailment of civil liberties of 
Moslems. 

13th The Employers’ Association of Northern India informed the U. P. Govt., 
that the employers were unable to aoiept the findings and leeonimendations of 
the Cawnpore Labour Inquiry Committee. 

In Bombay, decisions involving the introduction of the VV^irdha Education 
Scheme in all the seven Congress provinces, were reaeheii at a eonfereno*^' of the 
seven Congress Premiers and lepiesentatives of the Jliiidusthani Tahm Kangh 
(the authors of the scheme). 

14lh Swami Sahajananda Saraswati described the relation between the Kisan 
ISabhas and the (\)ngriKs m Ins presrdont lal address at the All India Ivisan 
Conference at Coniilla 

The Congress Icadios drafted a memorandum in iepl\ to Mi. diuiiairs point 
in connexion with tlio communal talks, and tho C^ongr oss President took it to Mr. 
Jinnah vhon the talkvS were ro aimed — Mr. Jiiinah to consult his colleagues 
regal ding the Congress otter to a settl^ent. 

The Faiidpm Disniit Moslem Confer enee passed a lesnlntion expressing 
concern at the de]a\ in II is Excellency the (loveinoi's assent to the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill, and satisfaction at tlie Pi-emiei's and some of his 
collengues’ decision to resign in case of assent being \Mthiliat\n. 

15th The Labour Snb-committee of the A. T C. C which met at Bombay reviewed 
the labour situation m the country and suggested adoption of a iiuifoim labour 
policy by the Congress (Toveinment's. 

16 th The Congress AVoiking Committee in Bombay passeil a resolution welcoming 
the formation of independent organisations for (rioseenting the national struggle 
in the States but stating that it was undesirable to have the word “Congress” m 
the name of thc'se organisations 

fn CawiipoTH, 20,CKN') mill-hands wr'uton strike. 

'Ilie Working ('omniittee deuded not to permit the M.idias Speaker to lesopi, 
not to allow the 4ndhia (\)ngi<'ssm**n to leid a (leput,ition to Engbtnii on ilie 
separate jooMUce demand and left the C P Miiiisteiial dilleicteis to be i(‘solved 
at a meeting of the Congress Paity in C. P. 

17lh. Ofdimisra at the futiiie of the Rotary movement and a belief that it can plav 
an important part in establishing peace and goodwill among mankind w>'ie ex- 
jjiessed hv M' C Waneii T>oultoii, addicS''ing t!ie ('alcutta Ibitaiy Club. 

The Bihar Retrenchment Committee made locornmendation foi reducing the 
exfrenditure of the .Tiidn lal Department 

The Congress AVorkiiig JCorarnitfee decide-1 to expel Mr S C Mitia, Presi- 
dent of the Bengal legislative Council, from the Congress, as a disciplinary 
measure. 

A deputation of Cawnpore mill workers proceeded to Liodviiow to request the 
Premier to intorweno. 

18lh. The strike in the Caw’npoie mills complete almost the entiio textile industry 
paralysed : the strikers were peaceful. 

The search for a formula at the Indo-British trade talks at Simla on Cotton 
offtake and tariff reduction continued. 

The Congress Working Committee dis<Mis%od Mysore and Gikar affairs. 

Haidar Patel said in a statement that the ban ciu cloves could only be lifted, only 
after tho Colonial office latifieu tho Zanzibar Agrr’craeut. 

19lh. The Congress Working Committoo ratified tlie Mysore settlement on firing in 
the Mysoi’o {State and hoped that tho Maharaja should establish a responsible 
Government in his State. 

The Working Cornrnittco called on Mr. Sharif, Law Minister of C. P., to resign. 

Ihe Caw'irpoie strike situation was pe.u)eful, although the strikers w’ere picketing 
the mill area vigorously. The strike was confined to the textile mills. 



-20 MAY ’38 ] CHRONICLE OF EVENTS 23 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Boso, addrossing a moetin" of tho Indian and European 
Prof^ressivo Oioups, declared, “The Congress attifade towards tho Federation can 
be summed up as one of uncompromising hostility”. 

20th. Mahatma Oandhi had a talk with Mr. Jinaah in Bombay. 

Several members of tho Bihar Council coalition Party were likely to resign 
from the party due to diffeiences between them and tho rest of the group on 
tho question of tho Congress Zamindari agreement over tho Bihar Agricultural 
Income-Tax Bill. 

Tho Cawnporo stnko situation remained unaltered. Local Congrossmon weie 
actively concerting measuies to relievo tho distress of tho strikers. 

21tt. Tho U. P. Council passed tho Stamp Duty Bill. 

With a sixth of its population idle, Cawnporo passed one of tho quietest -weeks 
in Its tuibnloiit liistory of industrial and communal stiife. 

22nd Tho Congress Piesidout sent a message to the Orissa Political Conference for 
unity among Cougiessraeu 

The II. P Piovincial Congress Committee ajipealed to Cawnporo employers to 
abide by tho (lovei nmeiit’s decision on tlie laboui iti([Uiiv report 

Ttie need foi funis foi Cimpulsorv Piimaiy Eiucation stress-'d by the Commis- 
sioneis of the Assam Valiev Division in his ri'port on primary education undei 
loi^al boaids f.u PJdC)— 37. 

Saidar Pat d announced the foimal withlrawal of the clove boycott and picket- 
ing, following tin appioval <if th • Zui/.ihar clove agieement by the colonial ofiice 

23rd. Tlie Orissa Piditical Oorifeiems' pisscl a itNolntion protesting against keeping 
in abeyance the Madras Estates Land \et (itii^sa) Amendment Bill, and request- 
ing tin (Governor (icneial to give his assent to the Bill. 

The n. P Conned amen led a Bill passed by the Lower Houso— the Bill in 
(piestion leferri'd to the emoluments of the inembeis. 

The II. P. Ihovineial Congiess Committee issued .stateraont claiifyiug the rela- 
tions between Kish an Sabhas and the Congiess 

24th Tlie Oiissa Boveinment deenied to fight tlie opium evil. 

Addiesstng a meeting of Beiigilis at Jaraslie-jpni , Mt, I’ p Dis challenged the 
legalifN of tho demand foi domi< ih* certifieate-s 

I’nkrting ill front of the Cawnpoie nidls intensilied 

In L'o know, the attitude of the Congn -s to pi asaiits’ oiganixations in the 
riiited Piovinees u is defined m a siatemeut issued by the Counml of the 
I’noiiieiil ('ongiess Committee — It w.as di.ifted h\ Pandit Jawahailal Neliin. 

'I'ije Kmplovtns' A isoeiation of Ci'vnpoie d •’ i- d that thev deehnel a lock-out 
an I e\}Me^s^■d readiness to cinsni-T any “jo i.Uical piopositioii * to bung 
about co-upei ation between employ. us ami w-ukeis 

Tlie breakdown in the cotton paileys at Siml.i, wis the subject of questions m 
the House of Commons. 

25lh The difTerences in the (Vntial Piovinces Cabuiof male up. the IVemiei and 
othei live Ministers agioed to woik togtdhei in a ‘'spirit of coraiadeship”. 

The Indian iion-offioial advisers' ropoit on the cotton negotiations was discussed 
at a meeting of the Vice’o\’s Exocutive Coumul. 

47 picketeis were anested in Cawnpoio Tlie strikeis were firm, and the local 
Congiess Committet? actively supported the woiker.s. 

26th. Replying to a question in the Bihar (Uouricil, the Premier stated that domicile 
certificates weie in the interest of the Beng.ili oomrairiitv. 

In the course of the talks between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Suhhas Chandra Bose, 
Mr. Jinnah insisted that the preamble was to state cleaily that tho Congress on 
behalf of tho Hindus entered into an agreement with the League lepresenting the 
Mu.slims. 

Women pickets were employed at mill gates at Cawnpore on behalf of strikers. 

The Jaipur Oovernment appointed a commission to investigate the causes of the 
situation in Sikar and to suggest appiopiiate measures to remedy it. 

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry sent a represent- 
ation to the Government of India regarding certain difficulties of Indian insurance 
firms in Burma. 
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28 lh. Picketinp; at Cawnpore mills intonsifiod. 

A disturbauoe between Hindus and Moslems occurred at Allahabad over hoisting 
of Congress and Moslem League flags. 

Addressing a meeting In London, Mr. Rhulabhal Desai deplored the slow pro- 
gress of Army Indianisation and said that until this was eflbcted, stdf-rule would 
be in name only. 

The Government, in a communiquo on the strike situation in Lucknow, empha- 
sised its peaceful character. 

Sir Purushotaradas Thaktiidas denied that the raill-ow'nois wore responsible for 
the breakdown of the cotton talks at Simla. 

The Leader of the Lancashire trade delegation issued a statement dealing up 
misapprehension about their position. 

The Hindu Mahasabha challenged the claim of the Congress in connexion with 
the settlement of the communal question. 

29 th. The Tozpur Congress Committee proposed to take up a .schcmij for educating 
jouths In rural economy. 

%X)udh Zamindars to start a civil disobedience campaign if the V. I’. Tenancy Rill 
wore passed in Its unraodilieil foim 

A select committoo of the M\soie Legislaturi* considcied a Rill icgiiKitiug Insu* 
ranee business drafted on the lines of the Riitish Iiuiia Act. 

The Federal Couit to have its fust case : The (loveinor (Icrieral leferied tlio 
C. P. I’etroi Sales Tax Act to the Court for its opinion on the cornptdeucc of the 
Provincial Legislature to levy the tax. 

30 th. The Rihar L'^glslator’s Rill Introduced by the Piemlor in the Assembly, pro- 
vided for a salary of Rs. 75 per month to rnombers. 

31 tt. The Government of India decided, with the full approval of the Oovornmont 
of Madras, to prohibit assisted emigration to Malaya and asked the Malayan 
Government to repatriate surplus Indian labour there. 

Pandit Jaw’ahailal Nehru declared at a meeting In Rorahay : “I^ct not Loid Zetland 
and the British Cabinet have any Illusions about the Congiess attitude towards 
the Federal Scheme ; If there Is one subject on which the ontue count ly is united, 
it is the opposition to the Scheme.” 

The first open sitting of the Federal Court was held In tho Chamber of Piinei's 
in New Delhi whon the Couit consideied a reference made to it by the (Joveinei- 
Geneial relating to a new C. P. and Rerar Taxation Act. 

The Bihar Legislative Assembly passed an amendment to the Rihai Piuhibition 
Act allowing Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches to blew, possess oi use wine 
duiiug then icligious services. 


JUNE— 1938 

Chief Evenla : — The Cawnpur Mill Strike continued — Labour Strike 
at Haripura and Kulti in Bengal — Prohibition inaugurated in Ahmeda- 
bad — Government of India's decision not to alter the rupee ratio — Re- 
signation and reconstitution of Bengal Cabinet by Mr. Fazlnl Haq with 
the omission of Mr. Nausher All — The Travancore National and Quilon 
Bank suspended business. 

Itt t Picketing in connection with the general strike In Cawnpore directed against 
the clerks employed by the various mills. 

The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce drew the attention of tho Bengal 
Government to the serious situation arising out of tho unprocodonted fall in the 
price of rice and paddy. 

The Deputy Commissioner of tho Khasl and Jalnta Hills, Assam issued an exe- 
cutive order relating to measures for dealing with the usuary evil. 

The Assam Education Minister addressed a public meeting at Shillong on his 
scheme of educational reconstruction. 
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The Hihar Council passed the Agriculfural Incomo-Tax Bill and the Members’ 
Salaries Bill, as modihod by the Select Committee. 

The fiist interim report of the Oiissa Retrenchment Committee, appointed by the 
Orissa Government to consider and make lecommendatlons for the reduction of 
exiienditure, made available. 

Mr. .Tawaharlal Nehru, in the course of a message on the Cawnporo strike, said 
that millownors must change their attitude to workers and advised them to accept 
the Labour Enquiry Comraittoe’s recommendations. 

If the Zimindars Invited a conflict on the U. P. Tenancy Bill, they would have to 
struggle oven to retain a semblance of Zamindan system, declared Mr. Jawahailal 
Nchm in an interview on the speeches in the Zamindars’ Conference at Lucknow. 

2nd. In the Bihar Assembly, a resolution was passed for the appointment of a 
Stamling Committee of tlie Bihar legislatuto to advise the Oovernment in connec- 
tion witii Its grid eloctrideatlon scheme. 

The All-India Congress kSocialist Party’s Executive Committee adopted a resolu- 
tion “vicnvmg witli alarm” a suggestion made by Mr. Bhulabhal Desai in connec- 
tion with the Federal Scheme. 

Sixteen women ere apjiointed to hedp the Cawnpore Police In their policing 
woik in the mill area. 

The Under Secretary of State for India stated in the House of Commons that 
no (late had vet lu'cn fixed fui the inauguiation of Federation. 

“Cm few” order enforced in Lucknow, duo to the strained lelatlons of shias 
and suuuis. 

3rd. The IT. P. Cahinut consideied issues ndating to the Cawnporo lalionr dispute. 
Ministerial qnart«>is felt that the oilginal attitude of the employers had already 
luideigono a change for the letter as indicated by their desire to submit the 
mutter to arbitration. 

4ih The labour situation In tlie lluiipura and Kulti woiks of the Indian Iron and 
Ste(*I Company in Bongul stated to bo eiitieal. 

The ('ourv'il of the Moslem League dis( uss»'d the Congress memorandum regard- 
ing tlie eommunal peace leirns, and authorized Mr. Jinnah to send a reply to the 
Congress Presnlent 

III the United Piovmees, an interesting political devolopraent was the effort 
made by the Governni"nt to secure the sui*poit of the small Zamindars. 

5th. The Oovorument of India, Education Department, asked provincial Governments 
for tholr views on the ivsilutions passed by tlie Central Advisory Board of 
Education at its meeting in Delhi on January, 193S. 

A feeling of resentment and indignation prevailej amongst the Zamindars of 
Oudh over the statement issued by Pandit Jawahailal Nehiii 
The Orissa Charabei of Commerce strongly criticised the Orissa Factories Bill. 

6th. The Maharaja of Ibkaner aidiessing a Committee of the Princes’ Chamber at 
Bombay spoke on the need of moio co-op eiation among the Princfdy order. 

The request of Calcutta Corporation for the giant of facilities foi military 
Training for the City's ratepayers was rejected by the Goveiument of India as 
impracticable. 

Cawnporo millownors wanted a judicial trihiinal to inquire into the labour dis- 
pute in that City. 

The Punjab Premier*, at a function In Bombay, spoke on the subject of separate 
party or communal Hags in India. 

A Bombay Oovorument Coramuniauo warned the local authoiitie.s that their 
grants-in-aid wmuld be penalised if cnildren were refused admission Into schools 
on grounds of caste. 

7lh. A deputation of the strikers at Cawnporo to wait on the U. P. Premier to 
acquaint him with the conditions under which they could resume woik. 
Smartly dressed women police made their appearance near the mills in Cawnpore 
whore the strike situation remained the same. 

The Oovornmont of India’s decision to maintain the present exchange value of 
the rupee welcomed m banking circles ns clearing the air and stabilizing condi- 
tions. Commenting, Mr. Subash Chandra Bose said that countrywide agitation 
4 



2G THE INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER [ 8 june ’38- 

was nocossary to make the Oovornmont accede to the domaud for a lower rupee 
ratio. 

More than 1000 workmen, on^^aged in the construction of tho plant buildings 
of the Bengal Steel Corporation at Uanpura, joined tho stiikois at kulti. 

8th. Negotiations hold botwoon some Indian States and certain Oawnpore mill-owners 
for the shifting of cotton mills from Cawnpoio to tho States. 

The U. P. Oovornmont decided to appoint a Committee to inquiio into tho 

conditions of tho tenantry on Oovornmont-ownod estates. 

9lh. The mooting of tho Chamber of Princes’ Roorgnization Corarailtoo discussed 
the sub-comraitteo’s rojiort on tho scheme foi tho constitution of a committee to 
deal with matters relating to the proposed All India Fedciation 

Tho Employers’ Assocuation decided not to discuss tlie 15 demands of tho 
strikers of the* Cooper Allen xMills in Cawnporo until the men had lesurned woik. 

10th. Tho Government of Bombay cioated an Industria! Advisoiy Biard to advise 
them on all schemes and proposals relating to industiial development. 

lllh. India’s greetings on the occasion of Ili.s Majesty’s biithday wcio conveyed 
by the Vicoioy in a special cable. 

Mr Subhas Chandia Bose, addressing a meeting at Chittagong, made an 
appeal to youths to shun violent m-‘tliods and strengthen the C'ongiess in 
Its work for the attainment of 8waiaj. The Congress Pi e^ lent in this 
connexion refeiiei to the success of the non-violent movement in tlie 

Noith Western Fiontier Pi evince. 

Tho 11 P. Goveinrnent decided on tht* ipiesjion of the Stains and 
duties of parliaracntaiy sccietai les, in tho light of the e.sjiei icnci' gamed 

in tho piovince and in other pioviiices in India aid also in the light of 
piactico prevalent in the UnihsJ Kingdom. 

Tho Cawnporo mill stiike eontinuod its fouith week. 

The Reorganization Committeo of tho Chumhei of Pnnces decided to 
constitute a committee to deal with mattei.s of common inteiest to the 
Indian tStatos as rogaids Federation. 

12th. The Ro-organization Committee of tho Charabei of Pnnces again 

discussed the reforms nocossary to make all tho States become merabeis of the 
Chamber. 

Tho gates of tho Sikar city wore opened and normal conditions wen* lestoiod. 

India’s scientists to be officially ropiosented foi the Inst time at the annual 
mooring of the Biitish Association to held in ('ainhndgc in August. 

“China Day” was observed in Calcutta, Dellii. Madias, Na-'pur and othei impel t- 
ant places — there wore meetings in various places. 

13th. Several important resolutions wore passed by tho Reorguization Committee of 
the Chamber of Princes relating to certain (lhamher lefoims. 

The Secretary of the Appointment’s Boaid, Calcutta University in his ropoit 
on the first year’s working of the Boaid, said : “The impii'ssion that Bengalis aie 
unsuitable for business careers is not a correct one’. 

Tho Bengal National Chamber of Commerce urged Govi’rnmeni intervention in 
the dispute between the mills regarding a scheme of lostiiction for juto 
manufactures. 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, speaking at Comilla, refuted tho allegation that tho 
Congress was oposod to the Bengal Ministi-y because it consisted mostly of 
Mahomed ans. 

Mr. Subhas Bose, in an interview at Foni (Bengal), regarding tho release of 
political prisoners, .pleaded for patience as negotiations were going on between 
Mahatma Gandhi and tho Bengal Govern mom. 

•14lh. Strong criticism of tho existing legislature for tho protnetion ot ohildron was 
made by Mrs. Marion Barwoll at a meeting of the Bengal I’rosidoncy Council 
of Women. 

ISth. Mr. Aftab Ali, President of the Indian Soaraon’s Union and 15 others 
surrendered before a deputy magistrate of Aliporo, in pursuance of a warrant 
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issued against them in connoxtion with the proceedings started against them 
on a police rof)ort. 

Tho text of the (Jandhi-Jinnah corrospondonco as well as tho Jinnah-Nehru 
correspondence released. 

16lh. Tho Managing Committee of tho Employers’ Association considered the Govern- 
ment rosohitiou on the Cawnpoie Labour Inquiry Committee’s report. 

Tho Cawnpur (Vity Congress Coramittoo adopted a resolution expressing satisfac- 
tion at the Government n solution on the Labour Inquiry Committee’s report. 
The Congu'ss Committee was of the opinion that while tho strikers’ central 
committiH! liad immediately accepted tho Government’s decision, tho employers 
hv adoptin'; dilatory tactics, were committing a great mistake. If, in consequenco 
of tho em|»lo\.Ms’ attitude, any breaches of tho peace took place, tho City Congress 
Committee w(juld hold the employers lesponsiblo. 

17lh Tho Maharaja of Cochin inaugurated the new Constitution of the State at a 
daihar at Kiiiakiilara. His iligeness declaiod at tho Durbar: “It is a gonuino 
desire to share ray authority with my people that has prompted mo to take this 
s*ep. Th(' faitli ' that undeilies m\ action is that though I have sacrificed my 
power I shall he more than compensated by the devotion of my people.” 

The C. P. Gnveiument accepted tho lecommcndations of tho Textile Labour 
Inquiry Committee foi a GO p. c. restoiation in the W’age cuts of the textile 
woikeis. 

A warning of tho eonsequences of continued industiial trouble was given by 

1 . A. K. Dalai in his piesidential ad-liess at the Indian Chamhei of Commerce. 

18lh. Dr. Syed Mahmud, Dihai Minister, invited Piovincial Ministers for industiies 
to a confeieiice wliieli ho pioposed to hold in i^imla next 

Mahatma Ganlhi, in th(‘ eouise of an article in the ‘Haiijan,’ suggested a scheme 
for a voluMtat> “I’eaci' Diigado”, for dealing with communal and other riots. 

20lh. Saidai Vallahhhhai Patel and Mr. 8ubhas Boso called to Waidba to decide upon 
a loplv to Mt. .hnnah’s letter. 

H. E tht* Gcvt'inoi of the Punjab, addiessiug the Punjab Assembly, ptaisod 
it for tho spirit of harmony prevailing on communal issues. 

Mr. E. I Hoag appointed to act as Goveinor of Oiissa during tho absence on 
leave of Sii .lolm Huhbaik. 

At the annual eonfeieneo of tho Institute of Railway Accountants and Auditors, 
various subjocts itdating to railway fiuauce were discussed. 

Accoidiiig to a Goveininent of India report, no fewer thau 8,082,000 working 
davs weie lost to India last ^eal ouirig to industrial disputes and strikes. 

The Slii'iitl of Bombay, Mi Alahamedbhoy ,1. K. Kowji, in a statement disputed 
Ml. vTiiinah’s claim tliat the League was the sole repiesentative of the Muslims. 

21st The Ernployois’ Association proposed to open tho Mills at Cawnpore : *ho end 
of tho stiike in sight. 

The changes (‘lloctcd in the tail way accounts system were discussed at the meet- 
ing of the institute of Railway Accountants and Auditois. 

In tho Puiijah Assembly, the Punjab Land Alienation Bill was jiasseJ. 

A deputation of Cawnp«)ie omployeis left for Naimtal to discuss the strike with 
the Governnieut. It was undei stood that they would accept the Government’s 
plau if an assuraneo was given that there would be no lightening stiikes in future. 

22nd. A meofing of the Gouneil Ministers in Bengal, H. E. the Governor presiding, 
discussed the Fa/lul Hiiq — Nairsher Ali impasse. 

The Bengal Ministry having lesignod, Mr. FazUil Huq formed a new Cabinet 
in wdiich ali his foiraor colleagues wore included, with the exeepliou of Mr. 
Naushor Ali. 

The Chaiituan of tlio Indiau Jute Mills Association at a special meeting in 
Calcutta, predicted au early end of tho depression sui rounding the jute industry in 
Bengal. 

23rd. Mr. Subhas Clumdra Bose, Congress President, resigned the leadership of the 
Calcutta Congiess Municipal Party as well as the Aldermanship of the Corporation. 
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H. E. Lord Biabourno left Calcutta for Simla to take over the office of the 
Governor-General. 

The Council of the National Liberal Federation in Bombay called for changes in 
the Federal Scheme. 

The reconstituted Bengal Ministry took their oaths of office at Government 
House, Calcutta. 

Congress opinion in the Jiunah-Bose talks was that the matter was one for 
consideration by the Congress Working Committee and should not be left to the 
decision of a few leadeis. 

24lh. Discussions at Shegaon between Mahatma Gamlhi and seveial Congiess leadeis 
were mainly devoted to the negotiations foi a communal settlement and the 
Bengal pnsoneis’ problem. 

A “Eisan” rally was staged in every distiict town ol the United Utoviiioes. 

The Labour Federation at Kulti rejected the managing agents’ oiler to submit 
the dispute to Independent arbitration. 

Mr. Subhas Bose and other leadeis had discussions at Waidha with Mahatma 
Gandhi on the Congress League negotiations. 

25lh Lord Linlithgow left Bomhav for England , Tiord Ihahouine hocanie Viceiov 
of India and Sir Kolx'rr Reid and Mir. (J P. ll"gg acting Jioveinors of Bengal 
and Assam, respectively 

Nearlv 120 men wore anesfod at Oawnpore, but the majority of them wme 
later released when two Indian millowuers weie held up by jucU'ts, as they \umu 
coming out of the mill gates. 

Tributes to the services of Bankirn Chandia Chat^eijee. the cimposer of Bnndv 
Mataram^ were paid at the novelist’s buth ceuteuarv celotiratlons \ii Calcutta. 

26th An agreemeat roachol between the employeis and the U P. Cahinet over 
the settlement the (’awnporo btrike. 

The President of the Marwari Cliamber of Commoice, at the annual meeting 
held in Calcutta, said that the preliminary renuisitt* for the solution ol laboui 
problems in India, was a sound development of indigenous iiniusfr les. 

The Indian Chamber of Cumraoioc addrovssed the (iovernmiuit ol India icgaiding 
the exchange value of the rupee. 

The Bihar Education Minister appealed to students to work for the literacy 
drive in villages, 

27lh. There w’ere two strikes in Karachi, the one by the i^aieliouse and tianspoit 
workers being called off aftci some of tlieir demands lias loen <'(>nced('d. 

In the Bihar Asscmblv, the Bakasht Lands Ii’estoiation and Kcductioii of An ears 
cf Rent Bill was postponed owing to d'H-’ieuccs among tlie C'ougicss paitv 

A communique issued hv the Reserve Bank of India in conne.xion \Mtli tlio 
closing of a Bank ui South India, said that theio uas no reason for any alaim 
because tho banking s}st*’m in the country was sound. 

In tho Punjab Assembly, a plea for a lower settlement of laud revenue in tho 
Punjab was made during the discussion on a demand for supplcmeiilaiy grants. 

28th. In tho United Provinces the progress with the prohibition campaign made in the 
two districts of the U. P. during Apiil was reported to tho Governnieut by 
ofliidal agencies. 

Tho first step by the U. P. Goveinraent in lelioviiig unemployment among 
educated yquug men was tho sanctioning of giants aggiegating K.s. 31,000 to 
several applicants for stilting industrial undei taking. 

In the Punjab Assembly, the Premier stat’d that ho would only introduce tho 
Press Bill and would not piocced with the other stages at piosent. 

29lh. The Governraent of Bengal issued orders leloasnig moro detenus. 

Mr. Subhas Bose, who presided at a lal»our meeting iii Calcutta, assured tho 
gathering of tho sympathy and s.ippoit of the Congress in tho workers’ struggle 
for tho vindication of tlioir legitimate rights. 

30lh. Mr. .Tawaharlal Neliru invited to meet Ixird Zetland, the Secretary of State 
for India and Lord Halifax, Foreign Societal y. 
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Notes on Indian History 

It has tiuly boon said that a history of India tliat lovoals tlio wliolo panorama of 
the vast millenia of hoi distinctive lifo ami civilisation in its actual shape and colour 
and due proiioition and pcispirtivo, still icmains to ho written. Tiio matoiials for 
drawing such a vast outhno and making such a compicdiensivo and connected sketch 
arc not yet in hand. A faiilv definite outhno and connected sketch wliieli gives tho 
promise of being some day tlevelof'od into wlwit is called “scientific histoiy” lias, how- 
ever, been steadily eineigiiii]: nut of the mist tliat veils tin* immensitv of India’s past — 
a mist whieli (thanks to tlie lahouis of the iiivestigatois) lias peiceptiblv tliinned with- 
out being as jet actually lifred as fai as one can now’ make one's iiuiiision into tho 
age that saw' the hiitii (if fhidhism and .lainism in India in the sixth (-('utiirv Ik C. 
liejond that theio is still only “cosmic nebulae" reliev'd heie and theie b\ a few 
stiay constollations of lucidly distinct histoneal facts. Tliese “nehulat'” have, piohahiv, 
a depth and density to he ini'asiiied only in terms of rnillenia Ilut fiom tho posi- 
tion where wo can now make oui liistoiical pi os|M'cting, thcsi' vast t emote daik 
sfiaces of Indian histoix lei'cde and shiink and foil up and, at last, look like a far- 
away blank, hlatk spheiule hexontl the galaw of human lememJnance 

Ancient Indian histoix is ap{»aicntly, “fulT’ of sm h iiaps and l•la’'ks I’e\ond the 
time wlien Alevaudei the (In'at invaded the Punjah CLHi P C ), tlo' gakn tn'al system 
of detailed and aiitlieiilic In iian history does not fai extend. Tlu'ie aio too many 
nncxploiod blank spares an 1 unformed, cliaotic nebulae hejoiid that time still Pe- 
ginning aj'proximatelv with that jieiiod, w'e aio furnished, sometimes in ahnndam’i*, 
witli faiilx tjushvoithv mateiial in the shape of coiitt'mpoi ai \ (tieek ti'stimony bear- 
ing on Indian histoiy, an! also, as time rolls on, w'ltli insci iptionul and other kinds 
of decipherable and dependahle domestic evidence. (>f couisi'. an imrai'iis'' mass of 
“documental \'’ evidence and evubuuu) in the moio oi less fluid, volatile state of 
tiaditinn, hearsaj and folk-Ioie fw’iitten or uinviiticn) Itave alwajs lain hj tlie side 
of the hi^toinu l.diicrto busy witli his inscriptions, jdatos. coins, artef.K’ts and any 
coriohorative cvrIcuco that mas he forthcora'iig fiom outside And tliat mass of 
ancient Indian documental > evuh'm.e and ti-adition has, goneially, lain neglected by 
Ills side In lias been, genoially, of little help to liira in i e(‘onstructing. “on scientific 
lines”, tlie missing skeleton of ancient Indian History. It has been, how’cver, of gi’oat 
use to the eompaiativo mvthologist, phjlologist and anthropologist. 

Rut even the historian wlio seeks to leeonstruct on seientific lines the rnissing 
skeleton of ancient Instory. wlietlier of India or of anv other eonntiy, should do well 
to lemomhct that the diy bones of the skeleton hi* max hav(* been been able to put 
togetliei xvdl not be tiue, living history unless they can bo inadi' insliiKl xxith tho 
toiudi of life xxhudi liteiaturc, art, tiad'tion. ‘myths’, folk-lore, religious and social 
institutions in their earlier and later forms alone can give. Ficm coins, taldt's etc, 
w’o can built a possible or even pi’ob.rble fiame-woik of (diroiKdo'’v into whii'li wo 
can put our little hits of testi*d farts according to one possihb' plan or otlici Sm h a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relating to dxnastic succtssion, war and coiKjuesI) 
is of course important as a necessary ground-plan of history. Rut it is not tlie com- 
])leti'd structure of history. It is not history as an oiganir. piocess of evolution. So 
xve have to distinguish br-tween stiuc-tural oi morpliol ogu al Instory and or’ganic, 
“phxsiologiear^ history. 

Now’, India has been so far jioor in comparison with some other ancient ('oiintrios 
like P]g>pt, Rabx Ionia and Cfnna ru her “matr'i lais'’ for writing tho fiist kind of 
history, and the available matciials, as we saw, do not cany us much beyond tlio 
lime of Rudha and iMuhavira in the s'xtJi tenfury 11 (1. Keceiitly, ]iowevei\ a very 
old and, apparently, u liigh order of civilisation has been uur'aithed in tlio Indus 
YaJlt'y in the Punjab and in Sind, wliicli, according to cui'ient official beliefs, is of 
the Sumerian pattern. The buried cititxs now’ discovered bring to light not only 
very interesting features of a civilisation thriving in tho w^estoin pait of India 
in so remote a past (when the ludo-Aiyaus had not, according to tlie common view, 
yet migrated into India), but they even put into our liauds interesting clurxs that may 
eventually help ns to uriiavul many of tlie riddU'S of our Yedic and post-Vodic Instory. 
The Tantiik cult, for instance, may have older and deeper roots in tho soil of India 
than havo so far hr'on granted or su.spected. Nothing contempor’anoous xvith or earlier 
than tiio Indus Yalley civilisation lias vet h(*en uni'arthed in other parts of the siib- 
coutinent. So the picHent trend of speculation is to regard the Indus Valley civilisation 
as a sort of wedge diiveri into w’csteir. India— the wliolo of w’hich was still at tho low 
level of aboriginal daikuess (with the possiidc ('xcoptiou of some jiails that might liavo 
risen to the X)iavidiaii ‘light’ level)— probably by the races and civilisation of Sumer. 
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Wo aro still in tlio diiskland of probabilities or even loss than probabilities as to 
the dates, oriijins, eaily habitats and eailier forms not only of the Indus Valley but 
also of the Diavidians and Indo-Aryan people. We do not know for cortatnty when 
and fiom wlieio the Indo-Aiyans came into India. The fact of Aryan irami^^ration 
into India itself, thou^di f^enoially aceupted, is still disputed. And if immi^a*ation be 
admitted, wo liavo, probably, to admit not one but several successive streams of 
immigration. Such a theoiy, appaiently called for to account for some of the critical 
tuinings and “sudden mutations” in our ancient historical evolution, will lead to many 
une.x [doled avenues of cuquny as to ages and dates, ongins and characteristics. 

Tiik Riovedi 

The Rigvoda—the eailiest and the most informing and instructive “documentary- 
evidence that we possess — appeals to set the stage amidst scenes \vhicii show the 
Abojiginal, Druvidian and ludo-\rjan factoi.'^ fighting for supiernacy first in the land of 
“Five Uiveis” and in the (binges Valley, and then giadually, beyond the Vmdhya 
Range which with its impeiietiahle forest mantle, stood as a hairiei lietw’oen Northeiii 
India (Aryyavatfa) and De'van. (Tiaduall> we find the ahoiigiiies cornered and 
diivon to the lulls and foM'st whine tlenr ih'scndants, rnoie or Imss Aiyaniscl, still 
eonliiiue to live. In eonsidciahle paits thev were also ahsoibeii into the fold of Aiyan 
soeaety and eultuie And in lunnir ahsoi hed they di i not fail to imjjart some little 
pait of ihinr own (diaia' tt'r of ih<* Aiyan c»»mple\. Tiieie was not so much of raeial 
01 even Uuguistio fusion as of cultuial assiiiidation. The [uoooss of Aiyanisatioii in 
language, eiiltuie etc. has been a pioecss aimitting, naturally, of diifeiont shades and 
degiees, leaviog at tlu^ one en i abonginal lae'-s that iiave almost kept aloof fiom 
AiNaii inHueiioe and having at t'n* oih.'i otleus that have heeime pait and pat eel id 
the Aivan s^strm The Ai > aiesation oi th" Diavidan peojdes. espeeially in religion, 
tultuie" and ei\ ilisation. has been a ram h more jieifected [uoeoss. Jhit on the othei 
hand, the l)ia\idiari inipies-. on the Ai\an system is also in many places, deep and 
mirnistakahle. The Diavi iian is eo-oidinatcd oi even suhoidmatel to tlie Aryan but 
not lost in Die latti-i. Tins power of assimilation of a'len laees and cultures without 
losing tlie individuality ot its own essential TNjie oi Pattern and without at the same 
time making the diveise elements assnuilated lose wbatevei is essential in them — 
has been a special chaiactei istie of tie* In lo-Ai\an la a* and eultuie-comple.v. Tins has 
meant orginu* urnty or unity in diveisity of a moie fundamental and abiding natuie 
than can, pei baps, lie claimed foi the political oi national unity w’lth wdiich histoiidiis 
a'e (oninionh famdiai. llistouuis, a< ooidiiiglN, commonly miss the unity which lies 
deep and sei*s only the diveisity which lies on tlie suifaee. India to them is thus 
a vei liable ehaos of jaiiiug (‘lements of ra'*es, languages, ii'ligiotis, castes, sects and 
eiilluie whieli have iievei known uiiitv ludoio the d.ijs ot tlie unitaiy political rule 
of the Puitish Of eouiso tie’ inti odiictioii. in lu-‘i times, of the v^eiuitie religious — 
Muhainme lauism ami Chiistianity — distuibed to some extent the ages-long unity and 
liaUue 0 (d the Ai yo-Di avidiau eultuie and social s\stem in Imlia. Put even these 
elements W’eie in the [uoeess of beieg slowly drawui into the si>hero of luiiueneo of 
what we may call Die genius of India. In othei w'ouls. a slow but suie piocess of 
cultural assunilation even of this “railitaiu” faetois was going ajiaco. Piddiiism, 
winch had iisen as a “levoli” against oitholox Hinduism— but >et as a revolt hom 
within— and winch domiualel the situation ni ludia foi seveial centuries, ended in 
tho laud of its biith by being eventually absoibed and assimilated into tho parent 
religion, .lainisra and many other old or latter “levolts” have tlui.s “squai'ed thoir 
accounts” with tho .same parent religion, ar d liave been for many centuries living 
peaceably side by side with one another and w’ith tho latter. 

This power of a.s.similation and co-ordination in which all tho components make 
Ihoir own eoiitributions and are [reiraitted to live side by side as members of a 
commonwealth of culture^?, has been the seciot of tho w’ondorful resisting and staying 
power of tho Indian cultuio-corn[)lex against sucdi dismtegiating forces as have smashed 
up many an old and gloiious civilisation of the world. And it can be easily 
Bliown from facts that this staying power has been in evidence not only in tho realm 
of cultural contacts and impacts but also in that of social and political ones. There 
have been many raids into India and invasions before and after Christ, but it i.s a 
travesty of facts to imagine that Indian resistance has always been weak and short- 
lived and that such invasions aro typically like the raids of Mahmnd of Gazni 
which over swept away Indian armies and Kingdoms liko cobweb or a house of 
cards. Before her final subjugation by tho Mahammadean Power— and the final subju- 
gation of tho whole of India was anything like an accomplished fact only for a timo 
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during tho reign of the great Mogul Eraporors— India Imd been, it should ho horho in 
mind, a mighty Power and a Model of civilisation and culture for at least throo 
thousand years. And it should he lememboiel further that when the British iu 
India turned fiom trade to conquest (always with native liolp and alliance) they had 
to settle their accounts not only with Ilahlar All and Tipu Sultan in the South but 
mainly tho Maharatta and Sikirpowois which had risen on tho ruins of tho Maliam- 
modan Power in India. 

Unitary Indian Empiue 

But there wore and still have boon othei factois whiidi, to some extent, operated 
against India developing a compact and coheient political and military organisation, 
except occasionally like, for instance, the great Ivoraaii Kmpiro of old oi tho British 
Empire in modern times AVe possess, apparently, no connected rctiospect of the 
lemoto past of whicli tho Vedas, Ejdcs and Puiauas speak. But as far as appearances 
go, an unitary, contialised. Indian Ernpiio was tho exception and not the rule. In 
later times also, an Empiio like that of Asoka was not a corninori achievement. As 
we said, India has possessed d-'cp-laid cultural and instltutlDual unit^V hmieath all her 
diversities. India has fought, and f-uight bravely, for the integniy of her sacred 
Land, her sacred leligion and tiadition, and foi their sacieii visil)lc Rymi>olK and 
Erahodiment. But she has rarely fought for tho “tstafe” as such or an Emfjlro as 
such. The spirit of her euituro did not favour the formation and consolidation of 
Nationalism in the sense It is commonly understood, and her basic Institutions would 
baldly consist with many foim^ of centralisod State coutiol. The all-controlling and 
co-ordinating Piinciplo was Dhairna (the Piinciple of humam Values and Conduct) 
rather than any State agency. Each village, for example, was a self contained com- 
mune and autonomous unit owing peiraaneut allegiance to the lelgn of Dhaima and 
only terapoiary allegiance to any kingship tliat might function for the time being. So 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose and 
fell. They were but little alTected by the accidents and exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spliit of Dharma (which should not be translated as leliLdon) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-living values and tenden- 
cies and* a cosmopolitian outlook, and has opposed militant, aggressive “prodatorj”, 
nationalism. The old Upanlsliads are clear and courageous In their conception of 
those higher values; and the Dharmashastras (or Codes laying down social and 
individual conduct) were bold and consistent in their execution of tlioso ideas. Later, 
IJmlhism and Jainism and other “refoiming” movements have tended only to stress 
such values as non-violonco and fellowship with all men and all living being. These 
foices operating through tlie ages tended to produce in the Indian classes and masses 
a common disposition not quite favourable to the formation and consolidation of an 
unitary militaiy state for purposes of ofifenco and defence. 

Of the immense back-ground of Indian History whicli is represented by the Vedas 
(Ramhitas, Bi airmans, Arauyakas and Upanishadas), tho various Sutras (or Digests), 
riiilosophies, Epics (the Raraayana and Mahavarata), Purauas and Tuntras (oui state- 
ment iiere is not anything like full), we possess (unless one is prepared to grant the 
claim of the Puranas recently put forth In their behalf that they do contain mate- 
rials for I oconstr noting a faiily connected chronological histoiy beginning with tho 
very eailiest times) veiy little precise and connected Information for tlio pin pose of 
wiiting a political iiistory both copious and correct as to facts and their chronological 
order. But of the ideals* and ideas, practices aud Institutions of tiio times we do 
po.ssess a very full, informing and instructive piosentation. And, after all, what Is 
real history but this V Scholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders and specimens of ideas, beliefs and practices that existed In India. 
But oftenor than not their reviews and retrospects have been made from modern 
standpoints, with modern notion.s, criteria and standards of testing facts and apprais- 
ing values. This has not enabled us, in anv just measure, to understand much Joss 
appreciate a civilisation (not confined to India but, possibly, reaching some of its 
greatest heights in this country) which was essentially oi a different kind, and oaanot, 
therefore, be repiosented as only the first unceriaiu and timid steps taken on the 
road which has, through a long, long march, at last brought us to our present 
advanced stage. The ideology, plan and methods of that ancient civilisation we have 
yet not seriously studied and lightly understood. Much of that civilisation wo stili 
regard, without understanding, as consisting of “savage” magic, raeaningloss ritualism, 
“theological twaddle” and crude superstition. Side by side witli all this we find, 
however, the hipest philosophy, deepest mysticism and pure ethics. There is also 
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muoti that is of original and genuine value from the point of view of human material 
and mundane progress. This seems to us a curious medley of what is nearly the 
highest and what is about the lowest. But let us pass on. 

Coming to “historical” times wo find that the invasion bj Alexander the Great of 
India proved in the result to be little more than a brilliant raid. His victorious 
armies could only cut off a small slice of Noith-Western India, and this little slice 
the Macedonian would ingest, but could not digest. His steam-roller of conquest 
speedily developed “war-weariness” on the plains of the Punjab, and he had to go 
back only adding a bit of India to his vast Empire. Ho had won some of his battles 
in India, but it had not been an “easy walk-over” with him. 

ClIANDRAOUPTA. AND AsOKA 

After his death shortly afterwards, the vast Macedonian Empire practically went to 
pieces. Chandragupta, who became the king of Magadha, proved himself too powerful 
for the Greek invaders who had violated the sanctity and integrity of the sacred Land 
of the Five Rivers. As the result of the foimidable opposition by the armies of 
Chandragupta, a treaty was concluded between him and the Greek which made him 
the supreme, undisputed lord and sovereign of the Indian Empire. Megasthenes, who 
was sent by Seleuciis as an ambassador to the court of Chandragupra, left a very 
valuable record of the times, of the customs and morals of the people, and of the 
administration, which, tliough unfortunately fragmei tary, bears an eloquent and admir- 
ing testimony to the liigh order of material and moral civilisation attained by the 
Hindus centuries before the Chtistian era. And this Ingh civilisation was evolved in 
India not in isolation but in corameico with other civilisations that flourished in 
ancient times such as the Babylonian, Gieek, Persian and Chinese. Chanoragupta’s son 
was Bindusara who was succeeded by Asoka (2G9-231 B C.), who was undoubtedly, 
one of the greatest rulers of men holding their sway for the material and spiritual 
good of mankind. Numerous edicts and inscriptions record the noble and glorious 
achievements of his reign which, in its later stages left tho bloody nath of war and 
conquest and devoted itself to the much more noble and fruitful last of the moral and 
spiritual conquest and redemption of ourselves and our fellow-being. With commend- 
able catholicity and tolerance, not seeking to impose it upon others by his great 
imperial authority and powei, he exercised that authonty and power for the purpose 
of transforming Budhisrn, which had been more or less a local sect in the Ganges 
Valley, into one of the gieatest and most potent living world religions. Asoka’s reign 
is therefore rightly held to be an epoch in the history of the world. His edicts also 
show the man, his ideals and his methods. But all this had not allowed or favoured 
the cement of the great Maurya Empire setting into the requisite hardness. Indepen- 
dent kingdoms like Bacteria and Parthia took their rise in tho bolder land, and the 
Greeks renewed their incuisions New races (the Yiien-chi) came in a surge of 
migration which swept all before them, and in tho first centuiy A. D. a considerable 
portion of North-west India came under their influence, 

Gupta Dynasty 

Kanfshka, who made Peshawar h'.s capital, proved great as a ruler and as a patron 
and missionary of the Budhistic religion. Under him the Kiishan branch of the 
Yuen-ehi reached the zenith of its power. But this power fell as another power in 
middle India rose — the Andhra dynasty A peak like Arnaravati or Ujjain would, some 
time, rise and shine in the midst of tho moving vastness of Indian waters. In the 
beginning of the fourth conturv the centre of political intluence m India was again 
shifted to Pataliputra in Magadha as the Gupta dynasty emerged into power. Samu- 
dragupta, who ruled for fifty years, and his son Chandiagupta, greatly distinguished 
themselves not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful and fruitful administration, 
promoting general prosperity and giving liberal encouragement to art and literature, 
a glorious tribute to which was paid by the Chinese pilgrim Fa-hien According to 
his testimony, their Empires were vast and their administrarion just, enlightened. 
Towards the end of the fifth century— when the White Huns from Central India began 
to pour themselves into India— the sun of the Gupta dynasty set (dmng whose regime. 

It should be noted, there had been a revival and reconstruction of ancient Brahma- 
nism and Brahmanical culture as evidenced especially by the literature of the Pumas : 
but this reviving process was, very largely, a process of quiet adaptation and peaceful 
assimilation). More than a century bad elapsed after the fall ot the Gupta dynasty 
before there rose another great and eulightened monarch who could emulate with no 
mean suooess the greatest of the Indian rulers in historioal times— Asoka. Emperor 

6 
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Harsha. who consolidated his authority practically over the whole of Northern India 
in the oe^inning of the seventh century, was famous equally for his great prowess, 
his high intellectual attainments and for the broad catholicity of his religious outlook. 
An account of his times has been left by a Chinese. Huen Tsiang by namo. In that, 
India is still painted in generally bright and oven glowing colours. 

Mediaeval India 

After the death of Harsha, and gradually with the emergence of India Into what 
may be called the mediaeval period, the conditions which had made the political 
unification of India sometimes possible in the past, nearly disappeared, and India was 
thrown into a state of political confusion and chaos in which petty kingdoms rose like 
mushrooms and constant internecine strife prevailed. Some outstanding figures like 
Vikramaditya would occasionally appear on the stage ; but such events were few and 
far between. In the south of India was being enacted a very interesting but involved 
drama in which the 4ndhras, Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas were the principal actors. 
Eashmere in the noith, Kanauj in the Doab and Bengal in the east were also alive 
with many vivid and vital scenes and events of political, cultural and social interest. 
But we shall not try to make a review of them noio. One outstanding event in the 
confusion and complexity of the general Indian situation which deserves notice even 
passing was the rise of the Rajput power upon which the mantle of the old caste 
Kshatrias (the warrior and ruling caste) tell, and which was the chief opposition 
that the waves of Mohamodan invasion coming one after another evei since the 
second quarter of the 7th century had to encounter and ultimately bear down. Guzarat, 
Malwa, Ajmer, Kananj and Delhi wore the principal scones of tlie new drama of 
Raiput ascendency— a drama so full of episodes of supoi human bravery, noble hoioism 
and sacrifice for the sacred cause of religion and liberty that they have eve r since 
lived in human memory as models which future generations of patriots in any country 
might well try to emulate. Though Rajput opposition was borne down in Northern 
India by the end of the twelfth century, Rajput bravery and the spirit that animated 
It survived the crash of the Hindu Empire of Delhi and Ajraoro over which Pnthvl 
Raj, the hero, the last of the Hindu emperors, though not the last of tho Hindu 
rulers, had held sway, Raiput bravery and Rajput love of independence wore still 
factors to reckon with In the days of the great Moghuls — Akbar, Jahangir, Shahjahan 
and Aurangzeb. Col. Todd and some others have narrated the story, and it constitutes 
one of the proudest annals in the vast archives of the Hindu glory in India As to 
the conquest of Northern India by the Mohammedans, it should be noted, the great 
prize was not very easily or quickly won ; that the first Mohammedan imjiact was in 
the seventh century shortly after the passing away of the Projihet, and a Moham- 
medan kingdom in Northern India came into being towards the end of the 12th 
century. Even this did not mean either a complete or a final subjugation of India. 
And there is another thing to bo noted. Hindu power fell not becau.se its resistance 
was weak and its bravery and heroism in the field was not backed by adc^quato tact, 
strategy and discipline in diplomacy, planning and pieparation. 

The centuries of the mediaeval age in India wore marked by a consjiiciions lack of 
political unity and solidarity. But they were by no means unimportant and barren. 
It was not a ‘ dark” Age. In the Gupta period and in tho centuries before and after 
a marvellous process of social, cultur^ and religious reconstruction was going apace. 
The old Vedic scheme of social economy (involving as it did the foui Vainas or 
“castes” and the four Ashrams or “stages” of life) was being transfoimed through a 
process of adaptation, assimilation and multiplication which made society more 
comprehensive and at the same time more complex. Tiie influence of Buddhism, 
Hellenism and that of the Mongoloid races also led to adaptations and assimilations, 
in many important directions in the older order of Indian custums and institutions. 
The gradual assimilation of Budhism itself was a phenomenon of tho greatest import- 
ance. The Yedic religion survived but it was transformed. The Puranas and Tantras 
renewed and gave a new expression to the Bauatana Dharma. In the domain of 
literature, art (both useful and fine), science and mathematics, philosophy and 
metaphysics, these centuries were also productive of fiiiits that were and still are of 
the greatest interest and value. Great noets like Kalidas and Bbavabhuti, and great 

f ihilosophers like Shankaracharyya and Ramanuja and also other pioneers and roasters 
n other fields formed a galaxy of men of genius and talents which showed that an 
age of political dis-equilibrium and confusion in India was yet not necessarily an age 
of cultural depression and darkness aud social disruption. The soul of India coaid, 
apparently, function to its beat advantage in spite of her troubled politics. 
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Bat whilst this was true for some time it could not be true for all time. Her politics 
at last began to tell on her constitution. We do not, however, propose to continue the 
story through the Mohammedan and British periods. The history of these periods is 
more settled and definite in features, and these are, generally, well-known. One special 
feature, which is not always clearly recognised and to whioh we should like to draw 
attention is this. Froni the twelfth century right up to the eighteenth, or even for 
some time later, the Hindu power of revival and regeneration, of initiation and execu- 
tion, was never like dead or even dying. Independent and often powerful kingdoms 
like Vijayanagar in the South, those of Pratap, Shivaji and the Peshwas in the west 
(we do not mention some others o. g. Jthose in Bengal) would, now and then, 
proudly lift their heads and challenge the authority of the great Moslem emperors. 
Under that authority, too, there flourished many great Hindu administrators. Ministers, 
governors, generals and financiers. In short, during the Mohamedan era the Hindu 
genius was not at its best but it was not quite decadent. 

The Mohammeda.n Rule 

The Mohammedan conquerors, again, from Mahomed Ghori who wrested the sceptre 
of tho kingdom of Delhi from Piithviraj after a first unsuccessful attempt, came to 
India as foreigners but they did not remain here as foreigners. India was the land 
of their adoption. Raids liko those by Chengis Khan or Nadir Shah were rare and 
they did not repiesent tho normal course of events. India suffered, and sometimes 
badly, no doubt, from tho effects of the conquering ardour and proselytising zeal of 
some of tho Mohammedan rulers. But the great Moghuls were as much “children of 
the soil” as the humblest of the Hindu “heathen”. And this sharing together by 
the Hindus and Mussalraans of a common “hearth and homo” natuially tended 
to breed a consciousness of community of interests in both as India’s offspring. 
There was a steady assimilation of the Semitic and Indo-Arvan cultures also 
and oven a gi owing understanding and appreciation of one religion by the other. 
The religions touuh»^'d and ^ even blended with each other at their highest points — 
e. g. in Sufism atni Vedantic mysticism. They also met and evolved a broad common 
“shrine" to \^hich folk beliefs, practices and institutions would bring their united 
homage. Even a common dialect (Urdu or Hindusthani) was evolved between the two 
in Northern India which gradually blossomed into a fino literature. The patronage 
extended by tho Mohammedan emperors to Music, Architecture etc. was also fruitful 
of very fine results. India’s wealth attracted the trade and commerce of tho whole 
civilised world. In fact, America or the West Indies was discovered in an attempt 
to discover an western route to the Indian market. British, French, Dutch and 
Portuguese tradois all came and scrambled for market, and eventually, for political 
power in India. It is also worthy of note that even under tho swav of such master- 
ful monarchs as 8her Shah, Akbar or Aurangzeb, the government of tho country was 
in the main, de<*entralised, allowing provincial and local autonomy — down to the 
autonomy of the village units — to adquately function. Even petty local chiefs — like 
the feudal lords of the mediaeval West — never unlearnt tho art of fighting and 
governing, t^o it was always possible for a man of ambition and ability, like Shivaji 
for example, to evolve sanctions whereby ho could implement his high politicahaspira- 
t'OEiS. It was the very laige measu e of local automony and local initiative that exis- 
ted that rendeied possible the rise of the Marhatta and sikh Powers and also of the 
kingdoms of llyder Ali and Itio Nizam in the south. And British Power in India in 
its rise to paramountcy found its most formidable rivals or powerful allies iu them. 

In 1599, during the reign of (^ueen Elizabeth, some merchants of London formed 
an association for the purpose of trade with India, and this association was granted a 
royal charter of incorporation. At first this Company was purely a trading concern 
establishing factories in the east and west coasts of India and in Bengal and adminis- 
tering its affairs in tho tliioe “presidencies” which were at first independent of one 
another but suboidinate to the Board of Directors at home. In course of time, 
however, chiefly with a view to preserving and consolidating its growing and 
®*l^®osive^ trade in India, in the face of the pYenoh rivalry and intrigue and 
the prevailing political anarchy and unrest in the land, it established military 
garrison of defence which soon became involved in hostilities that saddled it with 
territorial responsibilities. It fought some decisive battles in Madras and in Bengal, 
which raised a trading company to the status of a political Power in India. French 
intrigue failed and French rivalry practically died down in India. One of the most 
decisive battles fought was the battle of Plassey in*1757. The battle was won with the 
aid of faithful native battalions, and with the active or passive support of tho 
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generals and nobl»?men of the unfortunate young Nawab of Bengal. It is worthy 
of note that the path of British supremacy in India, and often, its influence and 
prestige abroad, has been paved, amongst other Hungs, with the consent, alliance and 
willing co-operation of the Natives of India. It was so oven during the critical 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred years after tlio battle of Plassey. It 
was again so duitng the ^^ordcal" of the last Great War. The machine/ y of 
administiatioD by the East India Company was from time to time modified 
hy acts of Parliament (1773, 1784 ; and the Cliaifor Acts of 1793 and 1833). 
By those a (Joveinor-fioneral-in-CounciI was made the snpieme administrative 
aiithoiity in India subject to a Board of Control at Iiorne By the last Act, the Com- 

I iany ceased to be a commercial concern and became a political and administrative 
)ody only. After the Sepoy Mutiny anotlier Act wass passed by which the Govei nment 
of India was transfered from the Company to the Crown, and henceforth the Gov- 
ernor-General was also the Viceroy of India. Ihe functions of the Government of 
India are wide and its responsibilities heavy. But its n'sponsibilities are to the Crown 
and the Parliament. It has not rested on an elective popular basis There have been 
legislative bodies, but its motions, resolutions and votes have not, except as regaids 
certain matters of secondary importance under the Act of 1919, a binding effect on 
the Government. 

India’s contributions and sacrifices in the Great War wore gieat, but “reward” 
that come in the shape of the Parliamentai v Declaration pionusing her a “a progressive 
realisation of responsible government”, tho stages and times of which were to be 
determined by the Parliament alone, wa'? not corafoiiing to her nationalist asjiirations. 
And the Govoi nment of India Act of 1919, whicli is still in actual function though it 
has been, apparently, bioadeued and iimp'ified in som<* diiectioiis by a lecent Parlia- 
mentary Statute, did not not meet the wishes or e\p*ctaiions of India. By that Act 
dyarchy or a kind of dual responsibility was estahlishe l ip the piovincos, *w hoie the 
“nation-building” subjects were “transftu red” to Ministers (not rcsjionsiblo however 
to the legislatures), whilst the more important subjects were “reserved”. In practice tho 
transference of ceitam subjects to Ministers (who weie appointed by, held office under 
the pleasure of, and were responsible to, the Governoi) meant little more than a 
complication of the administrative machinery which became, in consequence, more cum- 
bious and expensive. The Central Government continued to n'main unitaiy under the 
scheme The legislative bodies, both piovincial and central, w’ero expanded with non- 
official majonties, but this placed little pow’er, for constnutiou or even for obstruction 
in the bands of the popular parties. Whilst tho libeials pn^coeded to w’ork tho scheme, 
the main body of nationalist forc«*s, as lepieseiited by tho Indian National Congress, 
would not first even look it. But some time hitei, ii.ider tlio guidance of Mr. C. R. 
Das and Pandit Motilal Nehrn, a Swaiaj Party, analogous to tho piosont Congiess 
Pailiamentary Party, was formed which enteied tho legislatures, both piovincial and 
central, in telling numbeis and b> its obstiuctiouist tactics caused not a little emba- 
rrassment to those entrusted wdth tho work of day to day administration. In some 
provinces it was even able to “wreck” dyarchy for a time. Generally, however, 
the system has w’oiked, though not satisfactorily* even according to official apprecia- 
tion. * We need not in particular refer to tho unwelcome labours of tho All-White 
Statutory Simon Commission, to which even tho habituallj^ co-operating liberals 
refused to lend their co-opeiation. Meanwhile the Congress ideology was becoming 
bolder day by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution setting as the goal 
of India complete Independence or Puma Swaraj. A campaign of civil disobedience 
followed to create “sanctions under tho loadei.sh'p of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
really at the helm of Congress afTaii.s since tho eaily twenties. The Round Table 
idea was broached rather too late ; but Mahatma Gandhi after concluding, what is 
known as the Gandhi-Irwin Pact joined the Conference subsequently. Tho result of 
the deliberations of that body fell short of the Congress demand. And tho Congress 
again withdrew its offer of co-operation. 
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India in Home Polity 

INTRODUCTION 

The year in India opened with a significant event, significant 
of the new place that oiir country occupied in the life and thought 

of the modern world. We refer to the Silver Jubilee 
IncHan Science Session of the Indian Science Congress sitting with the 

Silver” Jubilee British Association for the Advancement of Science, 

India, one of the oldest countries of the world, home of 
one of the creative civilisations of the world, appeared on the stage of 
modern developments in the sciences and arts of life as a student in 
the primary classos. Though great she was in religion, in mysticism, in 
philosophy, in sculpture, in painting, and in architecture, she had 
somehow and somowhen been halted in applying the lessons and 
discoveries of the sciences in miking life easier and comfortable to 
the commonalty of the realm. It is this maturity and immaturity 
combined in a single personality that is one of the riddles of Indian 
history. That riddle modern knowledge may or m.iy not be able to 
explain. But the fact is pabuit that, after the s’eep of ages, India is again 
on the march, and on the way to the renewal of the r ch life that Bhrigii 
and Atri, Chamka and Siisruta, Nagarjnna, Bhaskaracharya and Leelabati 
bore witness to. Somehow and somowhen that resurgent life had 
siipp<‘d down below the sands as the river Saraswati is said to have 
done. But Jagadish C'handra, IVafulla ('h indra, Muhammad Sulaimau, 
Kamannjan, Raman, M(‘ghnad Saha, Birbal Sahni, Kothari have shown 
by tlieir achievcMuents and aspirations that the stream of life has 
moved all these years, and, to-day, has bubbled into the life of the 
modern day. 

One of the earliest utterances of humanity issued out of the lips 
of one of our Aryan forefathers when tliey found thiunselves in a 
world where darkness, mental and material, seemed to brood over it and 
encircle it. “IVorn the untrue lead mo unto the true ; 

Ultimaio*^ from darkness lead me unto the light ; from death 
Reality lead me unto immortality”. He did voice forth the 

yeariiing of humanity for the true, the good and the 
beautiful. In the second decade of the 19th. cen'ury one of the great- 
est names in German history did give expression, as the light of earth 
was fading from his eyes, to the same yearning as he uttered the words 
— “Light, more light !” Near or far, early or late, the quest of the human 
heart for a vision or for iniimations of the Ultimate Reality has persisted 
since unremcrabered and unrecorded years. In this quest and journey, 
without beginning and without end, humanity has stumbled on truth and 
has tried to weave it into the habits and conduct of its daily life. In the 
flush of attainment it has, sometimes, twisted truth out of recognition or 
lost traces of it. But the eternal urge has not died within its heart. 
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India’s Contri' 
bution to 
World Thought 


Under other suns and in difleront environments the finest has again 
stumbled on the same truth, in newer grab it may be, and with hints 
and suggestions, with indications and proofs of higher and wider alti- 
tudes of experience. 

Thoughts like these stirred one's mind as this panorama of human 
journey through the ages unrolled before ofie. But strorjger than 
this feeling of historic continuity was the fear that 
modern science by its discoveries and irsvcntions 
has placed in man's hands instruments of destruction 
that can work havoc in the life of men and women, 

in the life of nations. It was also felt that India, one of the elder 

brothers of humanity, with tin* heritage of ‘he CJiituries, described by 
William Durant, as — “the tolerance and gentlenecs of a mature mind, 
the quiet content of the ^l^.lC(l^li*^iti^ e soul, the calm of the understand- 
ing spirit, atid a unifying love for all things" — India may have a 

message to the modern w<u’ld to heal the son*s, to still the discon- 
tents, and sublimate, the greed and passions tliat havt* been threatening 
the bright prospect opened (»ut by the sciimees. I'o these hopes His 
Excelleney Lord Linlithgow gave elo(|uent ex|)r(‘ssion in his speecli 
inaugurating the Silver Jubilee Session of th*' Indian Science C/A^ngress. 
Addressing the leaders of modern scientific thought and activities, these 
wise men of the East and the West assembled in the modern city of 
Calcutta in the heart of an old country, he said I 


“Even the most onthufliaatie believer in Western lavili-eiiinn must be) lo-duy a 
certain despondency at thtj apparent failure of the West to »*volv»* h form of 
society in which material progress and spiritual freedom ninreh comfort atily 
together. Perhaps, the West will find in India’s moic general emphasis on simpli- 
city and the ultimate spirituality of things a more poniiive example of the liulh 
which the most advanced minds of the Wtsf are discovinng 


For years since the horrors of the last Great War, leaders of 
science and philosophy in meetings and conferences have b‘en fociiiifr 
an atmosphere of gloom charged with the fear that the in veu lions and 
discoveries of the sciences which claimed to htive been 
compelling Nature to Jay bare the secrets of power 
Modern Life appear to have more of destructive propensities 
ill them. They have been feeling more increasingly 
their responsibility not only for the coming of knowledge but for the 
lingering back of wisdom — wisdom that can make proper us(i of the know- 
ledge ; they have been becoming more conscious of their social duty 
in the matter of how the fruits of their labours are being used or 
utilised, whether or not these are being harnessed to purposes of good 
or to purposes of evil, to the service of human happiness spread 
among the widest commonalty or to inhuman and unworthy purposes 
of exploitation and domination. These questions, and the fears of 
which th^y are expressions, require and demand replies from the lead- 
ers of the modern world, scientists, philosophers, heads of organised 
religions, politicians and statesmen. The questions have invaded the 
\\eart8 and minds oi men and women in every dime, in every strata 
of society. H. Q. Wells in bis lecture on the Idea of a World 
Encyclopaedia gave expression to the change that has been happening 
JQ the minds of even the denkmis of laboratoriofi, mon and women who 
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are supposed to live and work heedless of the world and unheeded by 
the world. Said he : 

“Prominent men of Bcience spe^k more and more frequently of the reeponBibi- 
lity of Bcience for the disorder of the world. And if you are familiar with that 
most admirable of all newspapers, Nature and if you care to turn over the files 
of that representative weekly for the past quarter of a century or so and sample 
the articles, you will observe a very remarkable change of note and scope In what 
it has to say to its readers. Time was when Nature was almost praantically 
special and scientific. Its detachment from politics and general affairs was 
complete. But latterly the concussions of the social earthquake and the vibrations 
of the guns have become increasingly perceptible In the laboratories. Nature from 
being specialist have become world-conscious so that it is almost haunted week 
by week by the question : “What are we to do, before It is too late to make what 
we know and our way of thinking effective in world affairs ?” 

This awareness of the recluse of science of the discontents and maladies 
of the world is no phenomenon. In the millenial history of India it is on 
record tliat when the ideals and philosophies of social 
**^*oMhe conduct decayed, and by their decay poisoned social 

West saints and sages of Hindusthan are known 

to have gathered in sylvan retreats — one of which, 
that of N ahnisaranya, has a distinct place In the history of Hindu 
life and thought — to discuss the etiology of the diseases that had 
invaded the social body, and to think of and find remedies for the same. 
And in our own time, and In our country when the Indian Science 
Congress sat at Calcutta in a joint meeting with the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, the expectation was natural that 
the leaders of science in India and Britain would give a turn to the 
philosophy of conduct that should guide the men whose labour has 
wrought the changes in our material existence and opened out vast 
and undreamt of possibilities for the enrichment of human life. Men 
and women have laboured and desired that this modern awakening 
may find fulfilment in Increasing self-realisation, and in self-respect 
awakened in the hearts of the many. The material superiority of the 
West, the pre-eminence of the West in world affairs gained during 
the last one hundred and seventy-five years, the political domination of 
the world by Western peoples, have laid a special responsibility on 
them to work towards the consummation hoped for by prophets, and 
dreamt of by poets. It is being increasingly realised that it is common 
human effort that can bring nearer peace on earth and good will among 
men, that so long as one nation or people was left on the wayside 
uncared for, unfriended and slow, the progress of humanity would stand 
halted. Modern developments have made possible a common human effort, 
have laid down the material foundations of a common effort through 
erasing material distances between countries and peoples. 

In days beyond memory and beyond record India had radiated shafts 
of good life to surrounding countries, and even to countries beyond 
seas and oceans. Buddhism had carried India’s message 
—of Indio East and West ; Persia through her centuries 

of contact with India had imbibed ideas and knowledge which she 
transferred to Arabia and Syria, Egypt and Greece ; the Arabs were 
the torch-beateis to the West of the light from India and Greece. 
That invasion of ideas created the ^ena\mivce 
e 



42 THK INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER [ janua^ry ’38- 

point of modern civilisation. And the thought is not far-fetched that 
the West has been paying the debt, though in the process it has 
destroyed many things of value in the life of its ancient benefactors. 
The West has widened the bounds of knowledge in certain fields, 
enriched human personality in certain of its manifestations, imparted a 
new impulse to the efforts that would wrest her secrets from Nature. 
But it has been India’s glory, her quest, to seek and find the unity 
and harmony that pervaded the diversities of creation. In thought 
and idea this unity was early perceived by philosophers in India. A 
modern Indian savant, Jagadish Chandra Bose, has presented this 
realisation to the test of our senses, helping to strengthen in us the 
sense of the universal. Speaking at the Royal Institute of London he 
thus spoke of those intuitions and perceptions of his ancestors : 

“It was when T enmo upon the mule witncRs of those solf-mado records 
J(of plants under fatigue, stimulants and poisons), and perceived in thorn one phase 
of a pervading unity that bnars within it all things — the mote that (jiiivors in 
ripples of light, the teeming life upon our earth, and the radiant sun that shines 
above us — it was then that I understood for the first time a little of that nu ssage 
proclaimed by my ancestors on the banks of the (hinges thirty centuries ago ' 
‘They who see but one, in all the changing manifoldness of the universe, unto 
them belong the eternal truth, unto none else, unto none else/’ 


Failure of 
Modern 
Science 


The infcnsificatiou of this re.alisatiou during the sittings of the 
Indian Science Congress raised the expectation that the leaders of 
British scientific thoughts and activities who presided 
over the Congress as well as over many of its sec- 
tional conferences and jiarticipatcd in and enriched 
the discussions would be able to remove doubts and 
fears from the minds of the general public that modern scientific 
developments were terribly destructive and have not been able to 
evolve that moral order in the hearts of men and women that could 
control and regulate the vast powers discovered by modern science, 
and their use for the enrichment of human life. It may be the truth 
that the doctrines are twisted by the practical men of affairs to satisfy 
some temporary need, individual, communal or national, to get some 
quick results. The history of religious communities, of how the life 
and thought, the sayings and the practices of the Masters are distorted 
by the disciples, is full of such instaueos. So it is with seiemee. The 
unity that pervades nature, the inter-dependence of the units for their 
own fulfilment and for the fulfilment of the purposes of the whole, 
this realisation may be transparently cle.ar in the laboratory but not so 
in the habits of life. The powers that science lias placed in man’s 
hands are moved by impulses and passions that forget the unity of 
human relations. This forgetfulness is a strange phenomenon when 
science has demonstrated its presence and its ])lace in holding together 
creation of which a mere speck is human society. And there is a 
mood of despair of 19th. century science that created high hopes of 
its being able to solve every problem that tortured human existence, 
that have produced abounding goods, mental and material, but have 
failed to distribute these equally. This despair has led to a spirit and 
practice of intolerance, to restrietion and suppression of freedom on 
which the ]9th. century had prided itself so much. 
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Men and women of today hold science to be responsible for these 
disappointments and failures. And they seek shelter from these dis- 
appointments’ and failures in some authority that can boldly 
Rise of assert that it is infallible, that it only can promise men 

Dictatorship and women all that they lack in their material life. 

Here is the seed plot, observers say, of that reversal of 
the social and ])olitical beliefs, of the evolution of modern civilisation. 
Here is the seed-])lot, they say, of the dictatorship of classes, pjroups 
or individuals, tliat is a characteristic development of the after-war 
years. Many minds have set themselves to findinjif the causes of this 
profound misjjjiving and loss of nerves on the part of the present 
generation, to accounting for the retreat that we have been witnessing. 
One of these intcirprets it as such ; for, in spite of all the loud speaking 
what we arc watching is a panic retreat. 

“The dictatorships are not the production of a sudden passion to explore and 
to open up a now age. They are indicative of a flight back to the smaller and 
less frightening past.'’ 

AVhen one finds that in Germany they talk of recalling the days of 
Wotan, in Italy of reviving the glories of Seipio Africanus, the 

interpretation may not be wholly far-fetched. But the aggressiveness, 

dominance and enterfirise of which we hear so much have all (he 
appearance of a repudiation of things that have been valued by the 
Western world for fifteen centuries and more. And the bluster of this 
talk may suggest that an inner weakness is being propped up by 
loud-speaking. All this may be true. But there cannot be any manner 
of doubt that the leading nations of the world to-day arc experiencing a 
terrifying sense of being at a loss. And the peoples who are less organised, 
who depend for their existence on the benevolent neutrality of the 
greater Powers are ill at ease, not knowing which way to turn for 
safety and self-respecting life. 

We in India are also under the influence of this world- wide 
disappointment and fear, Kor about two centuries British methods of 
. adminij-tratiou aud culightcimient have established an 

lUin^& JaplTilese of things that is today threatened with disturbance 

ImperiaUrm from inside and outside. Attacks on British Imperia' 

lism from Indian Nationalism, and on British supre- 
macy in South Ea.st Asia from the rising Imperialism of Japan have 
put a new complexion on alTairs in this region of the earth. Indians 
struggle for independence, for the renewal of her national self-respect 
has thus gained an importance tianscending her own borders, involv- 
ing the fate and fortune of nearly half the population of the world. 
In the successive four volumes of the Indum Annual I\egistei\ those 
dealing with the years 193() and 1937, an attom]>t has been made to 
understand and explain its meaning and bignificancc. It is being 
influenced and aflcctcd by extra -Indian factors, the chief of which is 
the invasion of Ghina by Japan and the disturbance in the balance 
of power precipitated by the success or failure of Japan’s “mission” in 
rescuing Asia from the thraldom, political, economic and cultural, of 
the West. This is Japan’s pica for extending her military operations 
throughout China, operations that started in the small affair at the 



44 


THE INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER 


[ JANUARY ’38— 

Marco Polo bridge in July, 1937. But Japan^s encroachments on the 
mainland of Asia has a longer history, a reference to which is 
necessary to understand the vast changes threatened in the politics 
and economics of the islands and countries in and around the 
Pacific Ocean. 

For the last six years since the occupation of Manchuria by Japan 
and the setting up of the kingdom of Manchukuo with the last of 
Manchu emperors of China, Pu-Yi, on the throne, much is being 
written and told of the ultimate results of Japanese activities and 
ambitions. If the imperialism of Dai Nippon, Groat 
purpose^of ^Japa- succeeds in realising its objective, it will 

nese’ aggression wipc off China as an.* ind(‘pcndcrit State ; the illimitable 
resources, natural and human, of this country, con- 
controlled, oriranised and marshalled by Japan, will change the position 
of affairs in Asia, will give a new shape and form to international 
life. Put in simple language it will moan that the supremacy of 
Western Powers, east of the Suez, cannot last longer Jthan two 
decades. Which, further analysed, will be found to indicate that 
China, Indo-China, Siam and Tibet would either form part of the 
Japanese Empire or be protected countries of this eastern Island 
Empire ; that the islands near about would by the very force of the 

whirl-pool set up be sucked into the same State-organisation. Sir 

Ian Hamilton who was representative of the Indo-British Government 
with the Jajianese army during the Russo-Japanese war in his “Scrap 
Book’^ and ‘‘The Soul of an Army^’ gave his impressions of the 
possibilities of the Japanese army and the s]>irit that animated the 

nation which poured out of its huts the soldiers of the Mikado. 

When Japan began to look westwards the most conspicuous pheno- 
menon on the new horizon was the figure of Prussia rapidly mounting 
to a new seat of power in Europe, aggrandized by the three swift 
victories over Denmark, Austria and France. This was an example 
that Japan has cherished with the whole strci gth of her being, nursed 
and nurtured in the traditions of the Samurai. 

^This penetration of the German ideal into the Farther Eaat was military ; it 
has yet to bear the fruits, and do not let us fall into the (mistake of overlooking 
a principle because we had smashed those who had expounded it.” 


Sir Tan Hamilton's fears appear to becoming true ; and he has 
lived to say in the beginning of this year in an army dinner in 
London that his sensing of the danger Jwas right ; that Japan would 
start from Hankow and halt at the conquest of Bengal, taking in the 
intervening countries in the process. 


The Yellow 
Peril 


The prospect traced above has not been quite an unfamiliar acquain- 
tance with the world. Since the opening years of this century when 
small Japan defeated big Russia, “Yellow Peril^' has 
been a disturbing element in the smooth working of 
State policies in Europe and America; Ex-Kaiser 
William has been credited with being the protagonist 
of the idea that Japan would lead the four hundred millions of yellow 
men to the conquest of the world. In his book — “My Memories, 
published from his exile home at Doom, he speaks of utilizing 
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‘‘Tsar Nicholas ITs anxiety at the growing power of Japan to the 
advantage of Germany and general European culture.” And speaking 
sorrowfully of white peoples inviting to their quarrels the new power 
of Japan he gave expression to a certain prophetic feeling in the 
following words i 

“When onco Japan lias made a reality of her watch- wood —“Asia for Asiatics”— 
and broll^^ht China and India under her sway, England will cast her eyes about 
in search of Germany and the Gorman fleet.” 

Though a writer, Sir Frederick Whyte, sometime President of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly, calls this adding up of the millions of 
China and India, multiplied by the power of Japan, as the “Arithmetic 
of Bedlara’^ developments since 1032 have not helped to sustain this 
confidence. The Sntes?nan n7id l^ation (London Weekly) charac- 

terised in 1034 a certain Japanese move as “a challenge to the world 
and another step forward on the road of .Tapanese Imperialism” ; it 
declared further that Japan had taken the measure of European 
Powers, hopelessly divided against one another, and incapable of 
rescuing Cliina from “the fate which Japan has marked out for her” ; 
and a lender of the British Conservative Party and a leader of the 
peace movement, Lord Robert Cecil, called out for a “common cause 
of the United States of America in face of Japanese challenge”. 

But Japan was not always as suspect as she is today. A British 
writer assessed the value of the Anglo- Japanese Alliance (1902) as 
follows : “on our side we have gained an ally whose 
^****M^nroc political integrity is certainly equal to that of any 
Doctrine” power in the world, and whose co* operation is worth 
far more to us than a thousand Anglo-German and 
Anglo-Riissian agreements.” It was President Theodore Roosevelt who 
suggested in lUOr) to Viscount Kaneka the plan that Japan should 
establish a Japanese “Monroe Doctrine” for Asia ; he had, of course, 
in mind the i>rotection from European encroachments, not instigation 
of aggressive and imperialist desires. Japan^s “paramount interest” 
in Korea was also recognised at that time, leading to the establishment 
of a “protectorate” in 1910, and absorption in the Japanese Empire 
in 1911. Secretary Bryan in the first Woodrow Wilson administration 
recognised in 1915 that “territorial continguity creates special relations 
between Japan and these territories” (south Manchuria and eastern 
Mongolia). Secretary Lansing in 1917 recognised that ‘ Japan had 
special interests in China, particularly in the parts to which her posses- 
sions are contiguous” ; Ambassador Castle representing the U. S, A. 
at the Court of Japan, declared in 1930 that “Japan must be and will 
be the guardian of peace in the Pacific.” These American recogni- 
tions of a sort of a Japanese “Monroe Doctrine” were all made on 
the assumption that (Japan would not bo bitten by imperialistic 
ambitions ; Great Britain also recognised the logic of the position. 

But there has been a change in the spirit of her dreams on the part 
Evil Example of of Japan. The example of the Western Powers with 

^ropean the honourable exception of the United States of 
Powers America has been infectious. Japan could not long remain 
a hermit kingdom in spirit and fact. When she had defeated Russia British 
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writers in compliment called her the “Britain of the East^^ This 
compliment went into her head and she followed the example set 
by Britain, the pioneer of imperialistic aRgression in the modern world. 
Japan has been a late comer in the field, a late arrival. Others had 
preceded her by about half a century. 

The process began in 1840 when Britain extracted ILmgkorig as 
“reparation” for China's impudence in oj>f)osing the British right of 
introducing oruurn into Chifiesc territories ; in 18(10 

G™bbTnr'* Convention with China 

Chinese Territories which she gained 3,(50,000 miles of Chinese 

territory, including (500 miles of coast-lines on the 
Pacific on which stands the Vladivostock of to day ; in l8(52 Britain 
annexed Lower Burma (a tributaiy to China) ; ' y the Chefoo Conven- 
tion of 187(3 “the virtual control of the Yang-fzo Valley f(*ll into her 
hands” ; in 1884-85 Annam became a Kreneh “fu’otectorate” ; in 1886 
Britain annexed Upper Burma ; Portugal seizi d IVlacao in 1887 ; British 
ovorlordship over Sikkim was recognised by (1iina in 18((0 ; Great 
Britain and France cleclaicd Siam “iiKh pendent” in 1803-04 ; 

and the “formal tribute” to China was stopped ; in 1801-05' broke 
out the first Sino-»Ia])anese war out of which Japan got P^ormosa, and 
Korea was declared '‘independent”; in 1808-'00 Russia, Great Britain 
and France reaped a bumper harvest of Chinese territories through leases 
terminable at tlie end of 25 or 00 years. 'I'hus, to (/note a (^linese 
writer, “by 180‘(, in all China's 3,000 mil(‘s of coast line, there was 
not a harbour she could mobilize her ships in without the consent of 

the foreigner" ; in 1000 Russia oceuj)ied Manchuria ; in 1004 

Britain invaded Tibet, a (3unese dependency ; in 1011 dapan annexed 
Korea. This lifting of Chinese tciritorivs on one exev\se or other by 
"Western Powers has been a bad example, a great temptation to dapan, 
a great threat to the integrity of her own life, to her political and 
economic interests. 


And it did not take dapan long to follow this example, to succumb 
to this temptation, and to set about sirengthening her political and 
^ , economic supremacy in ICastern Asia. Duruing the last 

Japan s Iinitetion Qf^at War when the AV^estcrii Powers were ail locked 
Example a death struggh* Ja])an had the chance of her life- 

time to bring China und»*r her control. This she sought 
to do by the 21 Demands presented to the President of the Chinese 
Republic on danuary 18, 1915. These afi’ccted Cdiina's political indepen- 
dence, and sought to establish a veiled ovcriordship by Japan over her 
territories. Without going fully into all the implications of all the 
Demands, the significance of one or two of them may be stressed here. 
Japan demanded that the Chinese Central Government shall give employ- 
ment to \n^ucnc\a\ Japanese as advisots \u po\\t\ea\, huanm\ and mWxtaYy 
affairs; that the Police Departments in important places should be joint- 
/r mhnuuHtcrcd by the Jupnnrsc and Cbintse ; that China shall purchase 
from Japan a fixed amount of munitions of war (say 50 per cent or more 
of what is needed by the Chinese Goverment), and that there shall be 
established in Cliina a jointly-worked Sino-Japaneso arsenal, Japanese 
technical experts being emploved and Japatieso material being pur- 
chased. After four mouths j£ almost fruitless discussion China was 
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compelled under threat of an ultimatum, the threat of war, to sign ac- 
ceptance of these demands on May 9, 1915. These 21 Demands gave 
notice to the world, to the Western Powers, that the days of their pre- 
dominance in eastern Asia were almost gone, that in theory and in fact 
Japan must be accepted as “the guardian of peace in the Pacific”. 
Britain, the United States and France recorded protests against the spirit 
and procedure of these demands. And there were no proof that Japan 
had recognised the validity of these protests. But at the Washington 
Conference (1922) Japan surrendered all the advantages economic, finan- 
cial and political, that she had gained in and over China and the other 
Powers. Why did she do so has remained a mystery even today. The 
Chinese were weaker than what they have proved themselves to be 
today ; the Western Powers were weaker also. Still Japan surrendered 
her advantageous ]iosition in China. Others in Japan's position have not 
been as magnanimous. 


But racial memories, national ambitions, persist and survive ; they 
may sink into the region of the unconscious, remain quiescent there for 
decades, even for centuries. But soon or late these 
*Japaifeie** erupt into coiisciousness, and seek and find fulfilment 
Imperialiim. hi the world of reality. In 1921 the then Japanese 
Premier Tanaka jiresentod a memorandum to the then 
Fmperor of Japan which dc'seribed in full detail the successive stages 
of the victorious march of his armies over the mainland of Asia which 
will make J)at Nippon the greatest Power in t)ie world. The memo- 
randum may be regarded as the madness of Imperialist logic, but there 
is no indication that it did not represent tlie thoughts of dreamers, the 
aspirations of a considerable section of the higher civil and military 
bureaucracy of this island Umpire in the Pacific, the “Britain oi the 
East”. And historians, Japanese and others, have related for the ins- 
truction of the world the story of the divine origin of the Japanese 
islands, emperors and people — the origin that must reach its destined 
goal in tlie Son of Heaven ruling over the fertile nations of the resurrec- 
ted East. Will Durant in his Story of Civil ixaiton quotes the argument as 
it preserded itself to Japanese society about two centuries back, as it was 
stressed by a racial enthusiast of that age : 

“It is most Ih men I able that so niuoh igiionincc Bhould provnil as to the evidences 
of the two fundamentfll doctrines that .Iap»n is the country of the gods, and her 
inhabitants the di’scendanlB of the gods. Pciween the .liipanese people and the 
Chinese, Hindus, lvUH8ianB,'.Dnt(*h, Siara se, CamodiaiiH and other nations of the 
world, therelis a difference of kind rather than of degree ....The gods who created 
all countries •belonged, without exception, to the Divine Age, and were all born in 
Japan, so that Japan is their native country . .. Foreign countries were, of course, 
produced by the power of the creator gods, but they were not begotten by Izanagi 
and fkanami, nor did thr^ give birth to the (TOdJess of the Sun, which ib the cause 
of their inferiority.” 


Here \a Ibe ol 

the men and opinions^ that established in the 18th. century the Sonuo 
dp-i movement to “honour the Emperor and expel the foreign barba- 
nans ; m the 19th. century that spirit and those opinions inspired the 
* Pfople to overthrow the Sliogunatc and restore the supremacy 

of the Divine House ; and in the 20th. century have been driving the 
dapanese people on their mission of conquest and setting the world 
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aright by teaching it the “imperial way*’ of human conduct that alone 
can restore balance and happiness to humanity tossed on the discon- 
tents of the present age. 

I have dealt with the Sino-Japanose in some detail in order to 
understand and explain the repurcussions of the events in China on the 
minds of the people of Siam, Burma, and India. It is 
Fear of Japan useless to deny, it will be well to recognise, that the 
victorious march of Japan over China has disturbed the habits and 
thoughts of these peoples as never before since the days of the Napo- 
leonic wars. To many of them events in Europe, the challenge of 
Germany and Italy to the imperialisms of Britain and France, have 
sounded as echoes of distant events, of battles far away. But Japan’s 
march towards the heart of China, the lojjg-rango flights of her 
bombers, have set the bazars of Bangkok, Mandalay, Rangoon, Calcutta, 
Madras, Bombay and Delhi buzzing with gossip of a great change in 
Eastern Asia with which the fate and fortune of their own lives were 
intimately bound up. The retreat of Britain and France in Europe in 
face of the challenge referred to above, of Britain, France and the 
United States in face of Japan’s aggression on their vested interests in 
China, of Russia’s indistinct attitude towards the Sino-Japanese war — 
all these have created an apprehension in the minds of the peoples of 
the countries mentioned above that a new Power will be appearing in 
the horizon of their life eclipsing those that influence or hold them in 
subjection today. 

Specially has this apprehension been gaining strength in their minds 
when they find leaders of European and American thought almost 
prepared to recognise the inevitability of Japan’s over- 
Weii prepared lordship over the East. Ofie of tliesc, a sympathetic 
student of the culture of the Asiatic peoples, of wide 
knowledge of the causes of the rise and fall of 
nations, a publicist of the United States, writes : 

“Having taught Japan the ways of industry and war we must be patient with 
the destiny that has named her for the moment as the economic and military mis- 
tress of the East. AVe need not grudge the children of the Sun their hour of power 
and glory, their fragile Empire and their uncertain wealth. There is room in the 
world for both of us ; and, if wo will it, the seas arc still enough to give us peace.” 

Statements like these, and the patience of British and the United 
States diplomats and politicians under grave provocation from Japanese 
soldiers and officers flushed with victory in China, 
carry the message that the victorious West has 
been preparing herself to evacuate from her posi- 
tions gained with blood and iron and by break- 
ing every one of the Ten Commandments of the Bible. This 
prospect is not unwelcome to the people concerned. But the feeling is 
neutralized by the fear that in the great competition in arms and in- 
dustry in the modern world they have been rendered weak and kept 
weak by the policy of the imperialist Powers that have been for 
centuries ruling over their destinies. Even the proverbial fatalism of 
Eastern peoples docs not appear to be able to reconcile them to the 
change if Japan were successful in her invasion of China. Siam has 
made her peace with Japan ; Burma appears apprehensive more of 


to 

accept defeat 


India not to 
prepared 
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the hordes of Chinese rushing to her shores and threatening her eco- 
nomic life ; and if her press can bo taken as a sure rniiror of her 
feelings and sentiments she appears to be unconcerned with 
whether Britain or Japan dictates the policy of her administration 
hoping, perhaps, that Japan, an Asiatic nation and partly Buddhist, 
could not be worse than the Christian imperialism of the West. Indian 
revolutionaries who have found shelter in Japan entertain the idea 
iha^ India should be neutral in feelitig and attitude towards the Sino- 
Japanose war. But leaders of Indian thought and nationalism, Rabindra 
Nath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, have in unmistakable language ex- 
pressed the real mind of India in its detestation and horror of this 
adventure of Japan’s, directing a blow at the heart of China, on her 
self-respect as a nation, on the vast economic interests, the product of 
the life and labour of her industrious millions. 

But, this change in Indian fee ling and attitude is due to the ways 
of Japan’s capitalist imperialism. Time was, not thirty years back, 
when Japan was an inspiration to us in our fight for 
1 national freedom. It is on record that Okakura, 

lion Ot Japan inspired with his 

presence, with his talks and writings the leaders of the 
Indian Nationalist Movement in the opening' years of this century. During 
the Russo-Jai>anose war, the sympathy of India was wholly with the 

small island people ; her victory set the hearts of subjects peoples in 

the East athrill with joy .'and pride, fired their ambitions and 

hopes for national freedom. We came to regard Japan as the leader 

of the awakened Asia, as the shield and bulwark of Asiatic freedom. 
Since those days Ja]»an has been a place of pilgrimage to Asiatic 
patriots, an asylum to exiles from the many lands of Asia. But those 
feelings arc changed to-day. And Asiatic peoples, people in' Indiai do 
feel that there is little to choose between imperialism. Western or 
Eastern. It is under the impulse of this change that the President of 
the Indian National Congress, Sri Subhas Chandra Basu, called upon 
his people to celebrate the All-India China Day on the 18th June, 
1938. Speeches delivered on the occasion expressed more the sorrow 
than an anger that China should be the victim of aggression by a 
nation that was by tradition and history kindred to her. The meetings 
repudiated Japan’s fellowship with modern imperialism ; they helped 
to stir moral and spiritual :help to China, to organise the material 
help that was necessary to make the Medical Mission to China, being 
organised on behalf of the Indian National Congress, a success. 

Events in China have created fears in India that have made the 
problem of Indian defence a question of intense interest, and of keen 
- , controversy with the .'British bureaucarcy in India. 

" *nesi Is *** Press of Europe and the United States have rung 

defence with denunciations of Japan’s methods of war, of their 

cruelty and horror. Indian papers have reproduced 
these, and created and extended the fear* of developments in internation- 
al affairs when nations seem to have lost their conscience, their honour, 
their respect for the sanctity of treaties and solemn covenents, respect 
for the value and worth of human life and the self-respect of fellow-beings. 

7 
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The question is bein^ ineroasin^ly framed in Fndian minds, increasingly 
being given expression to — what will India do for* the protection of 
her homes, for the defence of her shores and boundaries, for the free- 
dom of the seas that surround her, for the freedom of the air that 
encompasses her ? Foreign observers have also asked Indian nation- 
alists this question, hinting at the same time that India could not at 
this stage of her life do without British help in the opposition against 
attacks and invasions. One of these, Mr. »Tames A. Mills, staff’ corres- 
pondent of the Associated Press of America, on his way home from 
China said in course of an interview ; 

“Perhaps the same calamity that has come to peace-lovinp:, unoffending China, 
would overwhelm ludia’a millions, who have such an innate hatred of force, war 
and bloodshed.. Enemies lurk all round India. They will attack when India seems 
the weakest and her people the most inadequatt'ly prepared. The law of these 
predatory powers is the law of the jungle I could give the Indian people a story of 
the horrors of being invaded by a poweiful noighhonr that would make them think 
twice before demanding that the Hritish army withdraw from India, or that control 
of that army be lodged in their own untrained, untried hands.” 

In the last volume of the Indian Annncd Rogistcr in this section 
of “India in Home Polity’^ we have tried to give a Iiistory of the failure 
of the British bureaucracy in India to remove the 
Indict Pj^verty caiihcs that have kept Indian minds and hands 

defence. untrained and untried in the organisation of their 

own defence. There have been controversies with regard 
to the justice or injustice of the charges made against this policy of 
the British administration, and a “reciminatory examinatioiP^ of the 
acts of omission and commission cannot now be helpful in solving 
the problem that confronts India today. For half a century and more 
Indian public men and i)ublicists have been claiming on behalf of 
India their right to build up their own defence organisations. The 
Defence Sub-committee of the first Round Table Conference (1930) 
recognised on behalf of the British Government for tlie first time in 
their history that “with the development of tlio new political structure 
in India the Defence of India must to an increasing extent be the 
concern of the Indian people, and not of the British Government 
alone.'^ The Indian people have no reason to feel or believe that the 
logic of this recognition has been accepted by the ruling authorities 
so far as it must result in positive action. Discussion in the Central 
Legislative Assembly started by Indian members for the Iridianisation 
of the Indian Army call forth the old stereotyped replies about 
inefficiency, lack of technical equipment and skill, and the inelasticity 
of Indian finance which are said to be standing in the way of financing 
the needs and demands of a modern army, navy, and air craft. The 
suggestion is that it is modern industrialism that alone can create the 
wealth capable of upholding a modern nation in the competition of the 
armament race. And India being a prc-eminmtly agricultural country 
at present, she must be content with the defence arrangements made 
on her behalf by the British authorities at an expenditure of about 
53 crores of rupees out of her revenues. The Defence Secretary, Mr. 
C. M. G. Ogilvie, in course of a discussion during the budget session 
of this year, March, 1938, said : “It is, I think, true to say that no 
agricultural country can possibly hope to compete with the colossal 
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burden entailed by modern defence armaments As against this, 

it is rubbed into Indian critics that in the single item of aimy 
expenditure the Ikitisli exchequer spent more than 38 crorcs of rupees 
in 1034-35, and in 103(S-30 has budgetted for nearly 150 crores 
of rupees. 

The reply of Indian critics to this line of argument is that if India 
were relieved of the British scale of pay fixed by British administrators 
. , for themselves and for British soldiers and officers 

R^^on'sibility niairitainod at India's expense, the budget of India 
for h^plessness. could finance a better and a bigger civil and military 
force and equipment. Another charge is pressed against 
Britain, and that is that she lias been maintaining in India at the cost of 
India a bigger force of British soldiers than is re(|uircd for the defence 
of India. Ca|)taiii Liddell Hart, military correspondent of the London 
Ttnu’s, referring to this matter pointed out how under ‘*the influence of 
painful recollect ons after the Mutiny in ls57", it was felt necessary 
by the British administrators to fix the number of troops in India at 
G?,000 British and 125,000 Indian, one British soldier to two Indian. 
At present the number of troops in India arc 57,000 British and 159,000 
Indian. The reasoris for this proportion as between British and Indian 
in the army in India were more political than military. Witnesses be- 
fore the IV(‘l Commission frankly discussed these which were inspired 
by distrust of Indian soldiers. Another reason was indicated by Cap- 
tain Liddell Hart. Wrote he : 

‘‘the allocations of such a hif^h proportion of I’nlish forces to the Army in 
India is only juslifiablo if a coiiHidcrablc part of this can be treated as part of 
the Empire’s stratcj^ic reserve for the Middle and the Far East.” 

The significance of these words consist in this that India has to 
spend money for Britain's imperial interests outside her territorial 
Britiih bonndarie*'. The majority of the 57,000 British soldiers 

contingents and I heir officers, stationed in India and paid out of 
unjustly imposed ludiuu revenues, can be treated “as part of the Empire’s 

on India Strategic reserve for the ^liddle and the Far East", 

to quote Captain Hart. And in justice and equity Britain should have 
borne the expenses of this part of the army in India. The Gurran 
Committee was appointed to discuss this matter of the allocation of the 
proportion of military expenditure between India and Britain. An esti- 
mate has it that about 10 crorcs of rupees would be saved the Indian 
exchequer if Britain bore the expenses of lier strategic reserve for the 
Middle and Far East maintained at the ex])ensc of India in Indian soil. 
International comiilications in Europe and Asia compel Britain to con- 
centrate on her own home defence, requiring that her Dominions, colo- 
nies and dependencies should depend for their own defence more on 
themselves than on the central iiowcr of the Empire. The logic of this 
situation is being recognised by the British Cabinet who have authorised 
consultations between British and Anglo-Indian military chiefs with 
regard to the ])ossibilities of removing a few battalions of British sol- 
diers from India, and thus relieving India of a part of the burden un- 
justly imposed on her. The British Secretary of State for War, Mr. 
Hore Belisha, during his last budget siiccch announced that four batta- 
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lions of British soldiers will be taken away from India. Estimates 
showed that each battalion of British soldiers cost I(ii lakhs of rupees 
per year. The process be^run will, it is hope d, be continued till the 
stigma of India depending on British soldiers for the defence of her 
hearths and homes is entirely removed. 

Of the naval defence of India, of the defence of the more than 
4,000 miles of her coast- line, British policy has been us negligent. The 
repetition of that history will sirni ly inflame Indian feelings to-day. I^he 
, neglect of India’s mercantile marine, the recruiting field 

Naval* sailors and naval oflicers, has been justified by 

Defence British administrators on what they have described as 

the “fortunate” circumstance of Britain being the 
“mistress of the Seas” ; and even in the year of disillusionment, 1!)38 
of the Christian era, the Defence Secretary under Lord Linlithgow 
repeated the assurance that “India, in time of need, has a call on the 
British Navy and the British Air Force”. The Indian Navy at present 
consists of six escort vessels, two of these modern, the rest being out of 
date, obsolete, and due to be replaced. The duty of an escort vessel 
is to escort convoys of merchant ships or transportF, protecting them 
against attacks by submarines or light surface crafts and also keeping 
the approaches to ports clear of mines and submarines. During the 
last Great War one single German submarine, the Emdcn, threatened 
the whole trade that passed through the Bay of Bengal and attacked 
the port of Madras. This warning has not been able to rouse the 
British authorities who have undertaken of their free will the defimec 
of Indian shores. And their invariable plea has been of finance, of India’s 
agricultural economy being unequal to findi' g the appropriations for 
modern naval war insurance. Gn behalf of the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy 
an estimate was presented of the financial needs of a modern navy. 
Even the escort vessels, small ships in themselves, that do duty for the 
Indian Navy cost from 45 to bO lakhs of rupees each. The cost of a 
modern battleship is about 8i crores of rupees ; the cost of a modern 
cruiser, a heavy cruiser, is rupees 2 crores and 60 lakhs or more ; the 
cost of maintaining a heavy cruiser more than rupees 31 lakhs a year. 
In addition to the actual fighting ships, the vast and enormously costly 
shore establishments — docks, repair shops and ships, and the like — 
have to be taken into consideration. “We certainly would like to have 
bigger and larger ships but the cost of a modern navy, sufticient to 
protect India’s shores, would be definitely entirely outside practical 
politics”, declared the Defence Secretary in the Central Legislative 
Assembly. It folio wfl» therefore, that India must consent to go without 
sufficient protection for her shores, and must be kept dependent on the 
British Navy for her own protection. 

If this protection fails — not even the British Premier in this year 
can assert to the contrary — India must be the play-thing of international 
greed. Membership of the League of Nations of which 
(or Vndla’s India is by an accident an original member, binding 
(cart covenants for collective' security, have not been able 

to save Abyssinia, Spain, Austria and China from 
attacks and subjection to alien authority. And if it came to bo put 
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to the supreme test no body in Britain can say, no body in India does 
hope, that India would be immune to attack or be free 
from another spell of alien subjection. These apprehensions sit heavily 
on the hearts of men and women in India who understand the 
significance of the events that have been happening in onr neighbour- 
hood in China, and looking towards the west in the countries bordering 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

In this connection it is necessary to understand the measures which 
Britain proposes to undertake to protect Iht interests in the countries 
bordering on the Irjdian Ocean. The Mediterranean 
BriK.h'inte«.u /‘bout two ceuturies, known 

in Asia as a British lake ; for the la^t fifty years an under- 

standing between Britain and France has divided 
the southern and eastern shores of this inland s(*a between these two 
imperialist Bowers. When Italy got hold of Tunis she was a junior 
member among the imperialist Combine, and her attempt at imperialism 
was accepted as a compliment, as a sincere form of flattery by the 
leaders. But since B>37 Italy has transformed the whole posture 
of affairs in the Mediterranean region ; and it appears that Britain 
and France are agreeable to accept the claim of her lien on the glories 
and powers of the Roman J]mpirc. By that arrangement northern 
Africa, Syria and Palestine fall within the Italian sphere of influence 
or under her domination. This development threatens the safety of 
the route of Britain and France to th(*ir ea^>tern dependencies, colonics 
and in the case i^f the former to her Dominions of Australia and 
the Newzealand. The rise of Germany compels Britain and France 
to concentrate their aimies on their home defence and confine their 
navies to the home waters. Italian Somaliland, and the conquest 
of Abyssinnia intioduce Italy into the Indian Ocean ; the rise of Japan 
calls for a now rearrangement for the defence of India, lUirma, the 
eastern archipelagoes, and islands under Briti^h and Dutch control, and of 
Indo-China under French. The overlord^hip of the United States of 
America over (he Bhillipines makes it possible for Britain, Franco, 
Holland and the United States to combine their forces and resources 
for the protection of their economic and territorial interests in the 
i^acific. For the defence of the area in southern Asia stretching from 
Aden to Java, Britain will have to shoulder the heavier part of the 
I iirden. And in the building up of the Singapore Base tuc local 
chiefs of the Malaya archipelago, Britain and Australia have had 
to foot the bill. And through no treaty binds Britain, France and Holland 
to come to one another's help if any one of them is attacked in their 
territories in this part of the globe, Jthcre cannot be any manner of doubt 
that common interests will compel them to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with one another, specially when it is not Germany or Italy 
that can or need attack them but Japan far off from their centres of 
empire. This co-operation does not. however, relieve Britain of her 
special responsibility fur the defence of her imperialist interests planted 
in south Arabia, India and Burma. Prior to the Great War, Britain 
was the “mistress of the Seas/' and though the bulk of her naval 
forces had to to be kept in Eurpean waters, she could easily sweep 
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the ocean and seas clean of the sea dojrs that dared distrub her supre- 
macy. To-day the air arm has made Britain herself vulnerable, and 
forced on her the costly duty of diiplicatine: her fijround, water, and 
air forces. In the Indian ocean and its seas and bays the existing 
squadrons of cruisers will have to be strengthened by battle ships ; the 
Singapore Base will have to bo supported by other bases, naval and 
air, such for instance either at St. Mathew Island and Victoria Point 
off Burma at the mouth of the Kra C\inal proposed to be constiuctcd 
in Siamese territory at the instance and expense of Ja])an ; or at 
Trincomalee in north-eastern Ceylon ; or at the new port of Cochin ; 
or at the port of Makala in the Hardamaiit province quietly acfiuircd 
by Britain in southern Arabia. A few contingents of the British army 
now stationed in India may be transferred to lu'w and older garrison 
stations built in the different i^eninsnlas, islands tianking the bays and 
seas of the Inelian Oi*ear>. These aie the ])oshible arrangements being 
made or to be made by Britain on her own aecount without reference 
to Ii»dia, without consultation with India, without regard to the 
sensitiveness of Indian feelings 


Alongside this bigger problem is India\s perennial concern with 
allairs in the north-west frontier. It is a peculiar situation. For a 
century the British bureaucracy in India have been 
tr>ir)g to civilise the inhabitants of the tribal areas ; 
frontier” impelled by this civilising mission they have thrown 

not less than 300 to 400 hundred crores of rupees in- 
to the work. In searedi of a “scientific fronticr^^ they have wasted this 
huge amount. But the tribes people r< fuse to be civilised. If something 
like a (diinese Wall had been built for the protection of the “settled 
districts^\ the expenses in life and limb, in money, would have 
be( n much less. It was ho]>ed that the discovery (>f aeroplaiu's would 
enable the Government in India to ])ursue the recalcitrant tribesmen to 
their native hills and teach them a lesson in yirogressive administration. 
That hojic has failed to lealise. And for the last four years almost we 
have be* n having a war against an elusive man known to the world 
as the “Fakir of ]pi/^ A\'e are asked to be]ie\c that JiC is some sort of a 
“mad mullalf\ thir.-ting for the blood of infidels, of Juifers : oiicrations 
against him called for the use of thousands of combatants ; an offshoot 
of these operations — that in Waziristan during the last year — required 
that 40,000 soldiers, one-fifth of the Indo- British army, should be en- 
gaged in it, and at the expenditure of more than two crores of rupees. 
All this waste is due to this one wan. But the present Congress Pre- 
mier of the North-West Frontier Province, Dr, Khan Saheb, when he 
was member of the Central Assembly told the world that the “Fakir of 
Ipi'’ was no Fakir at all ; he was llie owner of Ivhaisora, possessing the 
dignified name of IJazi Mirza Ali Khan ; and the cause of the trouble that 
has been draining the Indian exchequer and causing the Joss of valuable 
lives, British and Indian, was “the building of a road from Mirali to Khai- 
sora’\ This road building is part of the technique of imperialism of 
which Wc.stcin historians have told us in connection with the methods 
of Bome^s expanding ( mpire ; in India also the road from Peshawar to 
the Gangctic plains served the same purpose ; and before the introduc- 
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Tribal and 
settled areas 
inseparable 


tion of railways the country-side had also to be penetrated with roads. 
The North-Western border tribes understand the sijjjnificanco of 
these roads in disturbing their life and in robbing them of their 
freedom. Therefore have they been opposing the construction of such 
roads through their territories. And by the mishandling of their instincts 
and interests, the border people have been turned into enemies of 
India, though Indians are not responsible for this mad and blind 
policy. 

The irritation kept up in this region by British policy is not only 
financially ruinous to India but is politically harmful to the abiding 
interests of India. During a century marked by fail- 
ures, of waste of Indian money and loss of Indian 
and British lives, this policy has bee i tried. The sen- 
timents of the tribes, of Indians, the interests of both, 
have not been consulted. Even now when “provincial autonomy” is said 
to be in action in the N. W, Frontier Province, the British administrators, 
the steel frame of imperialism in India, do not show any inclination 
that they arc prepared to take counsel with the men who are at the 
helm of affairs in this province. The Central Government ha® been 
maintaining its own machinery of administration in the tribal areas at 
a cost of about two erores of rupees ; the defence arrangements 
for this area specially cost as much. And the result is an indifierent 
success. An elected representative of the province in the Central Assem- 
bly, Mr. Abdul Ciaiyum, raised the question why the p ovincial Ministry 
should not be called upon to administer the tribal areas when the people 
inhabiting this area and the settled districts are kindred in sp rit and 
tradition with one another. The reply from the Government benches was 
evasive. But they cannot very long prnlong this arrangement. Even distant 
observers recognise the inevitability of thi^ develo])ment. A special 
correspondent of the Mmichcbtcr Guardi 'tn wrote about it as follows I — 


“In Peshawar, discussing -the problem wnh the Congress Premier and his 
eolleagiics, I saw it in a new setting The insejiarability of the triba’ areas and 
the settled districts is an axiom accepted from lh«' days of Lord Lylton’s viceroy- 
ally, GO years ago, aiid form«*d the basis of the rejiurt in ]‘JJ4 of Sir Denys Lray’s 
Committee. That axiom must be made real . ..The aiifonomous provincial Govern- 
meiit at Poshawai mii^t be ofl’i red the opportunity of talving over the responsi- 

bility for the administration of the trilml nre.'i*^. So long as the present policy 
lasts, and the CJovenior-Gcneial and the Governor of the Frontier Province regard 
the problem as exclusively coucerniDg them, the preseui muddle must continue ’ 


It is not possible to say today whether or not this policy is directly 
responsible for the devcJoinuent of the Pakistan IMovcinent, discussed 
in the last volume of the Auuual 7iV///.s’Av. But it 
Mufliin does not contradict human psycliology if it is said that 

Sep&r&ittm the grievances and the sutferings of the frontier people, 
predominantly Muslim, start an idea that the majority 
community in India will be as indifferent and inimical to Muslim 
interests in the future as the present Government is today ; for, in the 
name of the defence of India has the vendetta against the tribes been 
waged all these years. Thus the defence of India becomes the enemy 
of Muslim interests. In the hills and dales of settled and tribal areas 
this interpretation is often angrily discussed and canvassed which per- 
colate through the Khyber Pass to the Punjab. And there is built up 
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tbe philosophy of separatist sentiments that teaches that’ India or 
Hindusthan is not or cannot be really and truly Dar^ul-Islam, a door 
or country of Islam. Since the inanjruration of the “provincial auto- 
nomy” scheme of the Government of India Act of 1935, this separatist 
philosophy has gained in intensity and gained followers amongst the 
Muslim community. The Muslim League under the leadership and 
guidance of Mr. Mahommed Ali Jinnah has made itself the organ- voice 
of the “separate interests” of Muslims in a country which should have 
been as much theirs as of any other community in India, however vast 
or minute they may be. During the six months the events of which 
form the subject-matter of discussion in the present volume of the 
Indian A^inual Register, the bitterness of communal feelings have halt- 
ed many of the progressive measures that should be undertaken to trans- 
form India into a modern State, to enrich the life of the peof)le with 
economic contentment, with knowledge, with wisdom. This is not pos- 
sible todayj for the Ministries on whom have devolved the responsibili- 
ties for these arc not allowed to think of these, so pestered are they 
with the ebullitions of unreasoning fear and suspicion. For, it is these two 
feelings that are finding increasing expression in the Press and on the plat- 
form in India. 

Seven provinces in India arc being administered by Ministries 
under Congress direction ; in the other four Coalition Ministries with 
Muslim League members in the m.njority have been 
functioning. The supporters of the Ministries in the 
among Hindus former have been discii)lincd by the fights that they 
have wr.ged against the irresponsible authority of the 
State of India ; these fights have given them a measure of their own 
powers, created in their leaders a sense of responsibility and in the 
followers a conviction of ultimate victory. The Hindu community who are 
predominantly represented in the Indian National Congress have under- 
gone the same discipline in and through the many reform movements 
that have been endeavouring to shape them anew as fit vehicles for the 
reception of ideas and the growth of ideals in response to the modern 
spirit. The followers and supporters of the Congress, therefore, are free 
from the one-sidedness of socio-religious beliefs and practices character- 
istic of a mediaeval mind. The majority of the supporters of the Muslim 
League have not passed through any of the disciplines that mould 
modern men and women ; therefore do they succumb to appeals to com- 
munal conceits that have not been subjected to the test of reason, to 
the test of criticism. The re-examination and rc-interpretation 
of Islamic values in the light of universal experience, in the 
light of modern thought, in response to modern needs .‘have not ad- 
vanced in India to any appreciable extent. The defeat of Muslim policy, 
social and political, during the last one hundred and seventy five years 
ought to htve raised questions in the minds of Muslim thought leaders 
that there must be something wanting in their thought and life, some 
inadequacy that was responsible for this debacle. The need of this healthy 
self-criticism must be keenly felt if society is to remain healthy and 
progressive. Muslim society does not welcome this criticism, does not 
tolerate such criticism. And to that extent it lacks the modern spirit 
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that is not afraid of subjecting its own values to criticism or having 
its values subjected to criticism even by unsympathetic alien observers. 
It reacts violently to such criticism. 

This unpreparedness, more than anything else, is responsible for 
the violence of language and controversy that characterise Muslim 
political activities in India today, leading to violence 
in Muslim action. It is this lack of training In democratic 

League controversy that is responsible for the Premier of 

Ilcngal declaring from the platform of the Muslim 
League that he would undertake a satana, vendetta, against the Hindu 
minority in Bengal if the Muslim minority in other provinces are 
subjected to any administrative discrimination or oppression. Speeches 
and statements like these made by leaders of the Muslim League, 
challenges thrown out by Muslim leaders to Hindu conceits, pretences 
and ambitions fill the atmosphere with a unhealthy spirit of fear and 
suspicion. And nothing that the Congress could do seemed to be able 
to clear the atmosphere. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in his correspon- 
dence with Nawab Ismail Khan, Secretary of the United Provinces 
Muslim League, claimed that the Indian National Congress and the 
iiifluences that gave it birth have been able to disable the Hindu 
Maha Sabha said to be representative of Hindu cornraunalism. There 
is truth in this claim. But it is doubtful if for much longer this 
liberalism in the majority community in India will be able to stand 
the strain of the demands of the Muslim community — demands that 
threaten the integrity and unity of India. For. there cannot be any 
manner of doubt that the prospect of democratic self-government in 
the country in which the counting of heads plays a dominant part in 
influencing and guiding State policy has created fears in the minds of 
the Muslim community who are a minority in the country that their 
culture and particularistic institutions will bo open to attacks from 
the laws of the country. No assurances on the part of the Congress 
that these are secure under the Fundamental Rights Resolution of the 
Congress passed at its Karachi Session (1931) appear to be able to 
allay suspicion and remove causes of fear. 


The correspondence between Pandit J.iwaharlal Nehru and Mr. 
Jinnah, between Gandhiji and Mr. Jinnah, the interviews and discussions 
Muslim League— between Gandhiji, the Congress President, Sri Subhas 
one and only Chandra Basu, and Mr. Jinnah as President of the 

representative All-India Muslim League, all these have been unavailing, 

inttiti^on among jf reports in the press are to be taken as a true 
“»»*“• reflection of the ideas and ideals that formed the 
subject of discussions between these representative men of India, it 
appears that the following claim of Mr. Jinnah's made through a letter 
to Gandhiji, dated March 3, 1938, was responsible for the break-down 
of negotiations that have been going on behind the scenes for months 
during 1937 and the first half of 1938. The part of the letter told 
India, though it was addressed to a person who was regarded as the 
power behind the Congress which alone could “deliver the goods”, that : 

^‘We have reached a stage when no doubt should be left that we recognise the 
All-India Maslim League as the one authoritative and representative organisation of 

8 
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the Muflsalmans of India, and on tho other hand you represent the Oonp;refts and 
other Hindus throughout the country. It is on this basis that wc can proceed 
further and devise a machinery of approach.” 


The reply o£ Gandhiji was that he could not fulfil the test laid 
down by Mr. Jinnah that ho should be able to speak on behalf of 
‘’the Congress and other Hindus throughout the couutry^ 
o?*the^ Dr. 13. Moonjo, who may be taken as the representative 
*claim Hindu Mahasabha, repudiated the right of the 

Congress to speak on behalf of the Hindus and suggested 
that the better course would be to “bring together the spokesmen of 
the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha, and use its (Congress) 
influence to effect an impartial settlement between the two communi- 
ties in respect of political, social and religious rights.” The unwilling- 
ness or inability of the Congress to accept the condition laid down by 
Mr. Jinnah is due to the fact that the Congress would thereby reduce 
itself to a communal body belying its traditions of more than half a 
century. Another of the factors that influenced the Congress ’reply to 
Mr. Jinnah was indicated by a Muslim public man, Mr. Asaf AH, 
M. L. A. (central) in a letter to Mr. Jinnah. Said he : 


“If all Muflhms of India cannot unite on the punly religioiifl iHsues, and Sunnia, 
Ahl-i-IIadis, Shias, Q'ldyanis and mimorous other hiib-divisioiiH must continue and 
break into riots, is there any real ch.inoe of a solidly united Muslim front against a 
political organisation tvhich says, ‘we want to tight th(‘ cnusis of your poverty, 
unemployment, indebtedness, land-lcssnesa and so forth' V It would be a weak cry — 
‘Muslims unite against the Congress' — particularly when thi' Congress says, ‘Preserve, 
your culture, your language, your religion and even your social structure. Wo 
will not interfere with you. It is your business and not ours. P>ut if you want 

freedom we have to mobilise oui forces, and move as one man under a unified 

command.” 


He remonstrated with Mr. Jinnah for ignoring the fact that in 10 
out of the 11 Provinces “tlie substance” of his famous 14 Points had 
. been conceded ; that though the percentage in the 
” (Tf^mnTut services has been fixed it has brought no relief to the 
and MutUmt educated unemtfloyed and those that are crushed under 
debts. In these major issues Hindus and Muslims 
sailed in the same boat. Taking the ease of Muslims, Mr. Asaf Ali 
hazarded the gue.ss that “about 33 per cent of rural indebtedness 
(roughly 300 crores of rupees) on an average rate of 0 per cent interest, 
covers the liabilities of the Muslim population of India. In other words, 
nearly 27 crores of rupees a year should be paid by Muslims to keep 
down interest only. More often than not 75 per cent of this interest 
is not paid regularly, and the accumulated liability converts owners of 
land into landless tillers — mere peasants on snfleranco”, To questions 
like these the Muslim L^^ague have appeared indifferent ; not till the 
Lucknow session of the League (October, 1937) did they have any eco- 
nomic programme for the masses who are afflicted by the same disabili- 
ties, both Hindus and Muslims suffering from disease, dirt, poverty and 
untimely death. Their economic programme is also communab ignoring 
the fact that there are no industries specially Muslim that could be 
supported by Muslim buyers alone. 

In the political programme also the Muslim League has not been 
helpful. In the constitution of electorates the Congniss has always 
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been insistinpj on a joint voting list. In No. 5 of Mr. Jinnah^s 14 Points 
it was laid down that “representation of communal 
Joint Electorates groups shall continue to be by means of separate elector- 

vrs. Separate ^tes as at present, provided that it shall be open to 

any community, at any time, to abandon its separate 
electorate in favour of joint electorates.’^ At the session of the Muslim 
League which sanctioned and adopted these 14 Points, the sessio n held 
in 1929, it was stated that “the Mussalmans will not consent to joint 
electorates unless Sind is actually constituted into a separate province, 
and reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F'. Province and 
Baluchistan on the same footing as in other provinces.’^ Sind is a 
separate province today ; the N. W. F. Province has a status equal to 
that of the other Indian provinces. But Muslim League insistence on 
separate electorates continues unabated. The Congress Ministry in 
Bombay introduced a Bill dealing with Local Self-governing institutions, 
urban and rural ; separate electorates were retained in it, but option 
was given to the people concerned to adopt joint electorate if and when 
(hey so chose. This was opposed by the Muslim members in the name of 
the Muslim League. These tactics go to show that the leaders of the 
Muslim League do not know their own minds ; that they arc afraid to 
commit themselves to any definite and steady ‘policy. This uncertainty 
and fear inspire them to put in claims that i)ut diiliculties in the way 
of building up in India a composite nationalism, in developing con- 
ditions favourable to the growth of a modern State in the country able 
to cope with the stresses and strains of modern life. 


The Press in India published the broad outlines of the demands said 
to have been presented by the Council of the All-India Muslim League 
in June, 1938, to the Congress A\"orking Committee. It 
end'moJrfy is necessary to incorporate these in this review of 
the 14 Points cveiits and develoimn nts in India for ready reference, 
as also to understand the mind of the Muslim com- 
munity in India as it is being moulded and fashioned by the present 
generation of Muslim leaders. The demands numbered 11, dealing 
with cultural, administrative, and political matters. They were ; 


That (1) The Bamh’ Miit'iram song slionld be given up ; 

(2) Muslim majorities in the provinces where such majorities exist at 
present must not be atlocted by any territorial redistribution or adjust’ 
ment ; 

(3) Muslims’ practice of cow-slaughter must not be interfered 
with ; 

(4) Muslim’ right to call Axan and perform their religious 
ceremonies should not be fettered in any way *, 

(5) Muslim personal law and culture should be guaranteed by a 
statute ; 

(6) The share of Muslims in State services should be definitely 
fixed in the Constitution by a statutory enactment ; 

(7) The Congress should witlidraw all op])ositiou to the Communal 
Award, and should not describe it as a negation of nationalism ; 

(8) Statutory guarantees should be given that the use of Urdu shall 
not be curtailed or damaged ; 
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(9) Representation in local bodies should be froverned by principles 
underlying: the Communal Award, that is, separate electorates and 
population strength ; 

(10) The Tricolour Flag should be .'changed or alternatively the 
flag of the Muslim League should be given an equal importance ; 

(IT Recognition of the League as the one and only authoritative 
and representative organisation for Indian Muslims. 

Any report of the detailed discussion, point by point, on the 
demands urged by the Council of the All-India Muslim League, has 
CD I- • M published. It is evident that the negotiations 

e igion-Nation reached a dead-lock. And considering the 

Idea spirit of the controversy followed by the League, 

this dead-lock, however regrettable as delayir g the 
coming on of communal peace and amity, appeared to be the most natural 
development. The demands of the Muslim League raised many 
points affecting the present and the future, securing to the Muslim 
community a separate position in the economy of Indian life that 
would ever remain as an alien element in the country, ever conscious 
of its uniqueness and asserting its separateness. This was a prospect 
that was wholly unwelcome to the Indian public whom the defeat of 
Hindu and Muslim polity has taught to regard the setting up of such 
“nations” within a nation as injurious to the unity and integrity of 
Indian life. The Muslim League demands were based on the experi- 
ences of exclusively Muslim history when the Muslims held the 
authority of the State, and granted non-Muslim populations certain 
rights and privileges, secured to them in 7li?7/cLs, a Turkish word, 
which translated literally, means “religion-nation”. To quote a 
historian dealing with the Turkish Empire : 

“Each of thcbe communities had its recognised head, usually known as a 
patriarch, who was duly credited to the Porte and who exercised a considerable 
degree of temporal as well as spiritual power, many of the privileges granted them 
by the Turkish CJovernraent being almost cxtra-ieiritorial in rhaiacter. Thus we 
had the anomaly of certain sections of the population, though Turkish subjects, 
largely immune from Turkish laws and dealing with the Government 
through their religious heads very much us foreign nations dealt with it 
through their ambassadors and ministers.’' 

Other historians have discussed the evil effects of this arrangement 
on the strength and unity of the Turkish Empire. That experience 
ought to have warned Indian Muslims of the danger of seeking to set 
a Millet of their own in India, or many Millets like islands in a vast 
ocean of other Millets, big or small. Developments in modern i)olitics, 
the needs of modern life, question the validity of such divisions in a 
country to which geography has given a certain unity and which men 
can divide only under the influence of intellectual flabbiness and 
separatist ambitions. 

We have discussed this phase of the Indian problem at such length 
and in some detail, because more than the division of the spoils of 
office is involved in the demands made by the Muslim League ,* these 
demands raise questions that will unite or divide the country not 
geographically but in spirit, in ideals, in the material life of economic 
organisation, in spiritual striving for establishing unity from amidst 
diversities, made not by nature but by men, diversities that are tried 
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to be given a permanent shape by statutory moulds^. For eight cen- 
turies and more Ifidians professing the religion of Islam have been 
*11 • living side by side with men and women of other 
faiths and other cultures. By this fact of birth, of 

India domicile and residence in India, they had to strike 

up some sort of harmony out of the diversities of 
conduct and thought, out of differing habits of social life. The greatest 
modern poet among Muslims In India, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, in a life 
that had wrestled with the problems that keep Muslims weak and keep 
them separate — he who had given tongues of (ire to Muslim feelings and 
ambitions that could be realised only by struggles and cruel competi- 
tions with other communities — even he could not resist the spirit of 
unity that India nursed in her bosom, and that alone could make civilised 
life possible in the country. Comm nnalist Muslim leaders claim him as 
their own poet of religious conflicts and cultural wranglings. And in 
the last years of his life that closed recently he, turned politician, did 
everything possible 'to intensify the separatist spirit of his com- 
munity. But very often he took up the lyre and struck up the song 
of unity. In his Persian poem which In English can be entitled as 
yi/?/ Hiddm SoTro'H's^ he recalls his community to the danger of cul- 
tivating the spirit that separates, in words of sorrow and an^er : 

“Uigotry has rnadu its hooie on tho soil of my country, 

I am the Btornrwhich shall wreck tliis homo. 

To string all those scattered beads in a single rosary 
Even if it ia difficult, 1 am determined to accomplish it. 

If to be a Muslim in these days means to quarrel wuth one another, 

1 shall convert these Muslims into non-Mnslims. 

I shall lift tho veil from the face of the Beloved Unity. 

And 1 shall make thee ashamed of this internal discord. 

I shall show to the world what mine eyes have seen, 

And I shall make them wonder like tho eye of the mirror.” 

This poet of Muslim resurgence could also sing in another context ; 

“I scatter a bul of roses from ray forehead bowing in prayer 

On the nay to the infidelfe’ temple; 

For my woihh'p ovullows the limits of a couple of prayers of the faithful.” 

It is this tolorcncc that the Hindu and Muslim saints and sages 
of India in the Middle Ages, during the centuries when Muslims were 
rulers in this country, preached and practised. Their life and work 
had no other meaning, no other message than that of making men and 
women realise their oneness, their unity in common humanity. Even now 
when jealousy and anger seem to darken the Indian sky the realisation 
of this oneness is not absent from the normal life of the neighbouring 
communities. There are groups where Hindu and Muslim gather to- 
gether at the call of one spiritual allegiance. But those centres of unity, 
this realisation of oneness, are weak and frail. Therefore have they 
been unable to influence the thought and life of us all, to create that 
strength that can enable us to withstand the strains of modern life, 
to reconcile the claims of all, suffering from a common frustration, 
subject to a common deprivation in a country where economic break- 
down has made each man think of himself alone, and a common poli- 
tical subjection that has created a smallness of mind and poverty 
iu neighbourly spirit. t 
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This argument between the Congress and Muslim League proceeded 
without previous consultation with the Hindu Mahasabha which claimed 
to represent tlic feelings and interests of the Hindus. 
“bed*-roci?’ possible fo ignore the fact any longer that 

of India the efforts of the Congress to come to an under- 
standing with the Muslim League are being looked upon 
with suspicion by a growing section of the Hindus in the country. 
However true it may be that the Congress has disabled the Hindu 
Mahasabha as a political organ of the Hindus, the increasing insistence 
by the Muslims on their own separateness, more than any weakness on 
the part of the Congress, has made the Hindus insistent on their 
claims as the mujnrity community in the country, the arbiter of the 
future and the destiny of India. This uniqueness of theirs as -“being 
the bed rock of Indian life” is a fact of histoiy (hat is .’still true when 
about ten or eleven crores of the thirty eight cn)res of the pojmlation of 
India belong 'to other faiths and culture'^. The consciousness of 
this uniqueness has been vividly developed during (lie last seventy 
years since the Arya Samaj Movement initiated by Dayananda Sara- 
swati began its work for the reconstructnm of Indian life, of Hindu 
life in particular. It was part of the conceit which is nursed by every 
community which 'thinks that it is not as others are, that it has a 
special message for the world, a holy mission to n-form and renovate 
the world. So far as one can understand from the writings and speeches 
of the leaders of Hindu societ5% conservative or reformers, there was no 
political or social ambition for supremacy entertained by tlicm in 
thinking or speaking of the superiority of Hindu culture. Their assured 
majority might be responsible for tliis unconsciousness of the political 
or social (piestions imjilicit in their strivings for regaining the freedom 
of theh* country. It was territorial and ri'gional tiatriotisrn that 
inspired them, not any communal or religious ambition. 

Up to IDOl), leaders of Hindu society who were some of them aNo 
leaders of political life in India worked under the iidlnenees of this non- 
sectarianism. In that year was led the Muslim deputa- 
tion to Lord Minto claiming separate co^^idera(iu^ for 
Muslim interests, separate electorates for Muslims in 
the scheme of reforms then urder consideration by 
the GoNcrnmcnt of India, proposals for which were being tossed 
between Calcutta, the then capital of India, and AVhitehall where eat 
enthroned the Liberal Secretary of State for India, John Morley. 
Diehard British bureaucrats were anxious to set iq) a “native counter- 
poise” to the pretensions of Indian Nationalism voiced forth by Hindu 
politicians, more vocal and outspoken than any other class. Since 
then the crises through which Muslim countries in other parts of the 
world have been passing have created in Indian Muslims a new 
sensitiveness to the claims of their common faith, which came to be 
known as Pan-lslamism. Sultan Abdul Hamid of Turkey is credited 
with being the sponsor of this idea and ideal as an instrument of 
politics, as an armoui against the encroachments of (Christian Powers 
on the Empire of which he was ruler. He succeeded in creating this 
belief among Muslims all the world over, and an Indian Muslim, 
Maulana Zaffar Ali Khan of Lahore, recognised and acknowledged 


Pan-lslamism 

in 

Politics 
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this to be the true object of the movement. Writing in Jalal Nurias book 
— lUih(i(l-i Islam —a special article on “Indian Mussalnians and Pan- 
Islamism— ho wrote : 

“Tho object of Pan- IslamiHra is not to cherinh projects of an aggressive 

nature against Christendom in spite of all that it has done to exterminate 
Islam, but to act purely on the defensive and what little remains to the 
Moslems of their once splendid Empire, against further encroachments. 

The consciousness of this fellow-feeling that bound the Tnrki Mus- 
lim and Indian Muslim separated by thousands of miles, and the poli- 
tical meaning imported into it, helped to breed a 
separate conceit in the latter, separate from his next 
Separatism neighbour, the Hindu, who was nearer to him by 

blood relation even, and by tlie economic relations of 
every-day activities. The Non-co-oi)cration Movement built on the twin 
grievances of the Punjab and the spoliation of Turkey intensified these 
separatist tendencies and L*elings. Till today in the heart of the neigh- 
bouring community of the ITindus has been created a sense of separate 
conceit, se])arate ambitions. Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Dr. B. 
Moonje have been organ voices of this development. Kovolutionarv 
patriots like Bhai Paramananda and Vinayak D.imodar Savarkar who 
in their youth had worked for tiie freedom of their country unconscious 
of and unswayed by any communal ambitions, who had for fellow- 
workers Indians of all creeds, arc found today as leaders of the Hindu 
Mahasabha and Hindu 8angathan movements. As strongly do Indian 
Muslims a<-iscrt their sciiarateness, and kinship with the pco\>les of 
countries outside the boundaries of India, so loudly do the leaders of 
the Hindu Mahasabha assert that the “bed-rock” of Indian life is the 
Hindu cnnimunity. And between these two assertions the mind of 
India is being swayed to and fro, uncertain of itself and rendered help- 
l(‘ss for any forward move. 


In the heat of controversy many things are being none that separate, 
and extend the separation. And even words that try to clear the fog of 
misunderstanding, that call ii])on all, born in India, to 
Damodar think of a new brotherhood in thought and act, to 

Savarkar forgo iicw bonds of neighbourhood, even these words 

of wisdom are missed in the heat of controversy, and 
their significance ignored, d'his is the tragedy of the situation. This 
call for a new orientation of our thoiight'-s came out of the lips of 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar as President of the Ahmcdabad session of 
the Hindu Mahasabha. This Marhatta public man is one of the most 
intrci)id of the public men of India, a man who has at his back tradi- 
tions of pub'ic service tested by every fire of sacrifice and suffer- 
ing. He was young when the movement for political freedom 
gained a new meaning and a new purpose in the opening years of this 
century as an outcome of the Bengal movement started against the 
partition of the province in 1905 and the following years. A speaker and 
writer of power, a scholar who took infinite pains in his study, a revolu- 
tionary patriot who spent fourteen years in the Andamans, and almost 
as many years in internment, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar has brought 
an alert and original mind to the study of Indian conditions, to finding 
solution for the many problems that must be solved so that his mother- 
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land may come to her own as a free nation among the free nations 
of the world. To the general public, seldom caring to probe deep into 
the heart of problems, he Is a fanatic Hindu. 

But his speech as President of the Hindu Mahasabha should 
remove this impression. The Sabha in one of its earlier sessions had 
given a definition to the word Hindu — “any one who 
^ professes any religion of Indian origin/^ Tliis would 

NaUonaTism excludc the MusHms, Christians, Parsis and the Jews 
whom hifttorical forces had brought to India and 
whose descendants have the same forces bound to the life that has 
been evolving in India through the centuries ; the Chinese and the 
Japanese, millions of them, recognise Hindusthan as their H<dy Land. 
That is the criticism that at the outset of his speech Vinayak 
Savarkar directed against the definition of the word “HindiP*. And this 
criticism is true to the condition of life in India where men and 
women must strive to build up a composite nationalism ; this criticism 
must lead to the success of that attempt at reconciliation between the 
conflicting thoughts and interests that has been testing the cpiality of 
statesmanship in India for many centuries. This criticism gives a new 
direction to the thoughts of Indian nation-builders, and oflers a poiiit 
on which Hindu and Muslim, Sikh and Christian, Parsi and 

Jew can concentrate to work out a new formula of nationhood. It 
should enable us to relegate creed and culture to the background and 
build anew on the largo concept of the motherland. Every one who 
accepts Hindusthan as his or her motherland, has by right of birth a title 
to his or her legitimate place in the life of India, secured to him or her 
by every principle of equity and justice, whether he or she turns to 
Kashi or Sarnath, or Mecca or Jerusalem or Amritsar as the centre of 
his or her faith. 


This recognition is vivid in the new leadership of the Hindu Maha- 
sabha that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar typifies. He Is too much of a 
, modern man to be nursing dreams of Hindu cominii- 

^ r^al hegemony in the India of the future. But his 

Separatism difficulty is that when he came out of his prison and 
detention he found that the virgin enthusiasm of his 
India House days, of his fellow- workers of youth, of their dreams and 
aspirations for a free India reared on the common sacrifices and suffer- 
ings of all her sons and daughters of every race and creed — all these 
are in danger today by the rise and growth of a separatist feeliiig 
among a section of the Indian community. He feels that this consci- 
ous and unconscious Pan-Islamism of the Indian Muslim is a danger to 
India. But he forgets that when Indian Muslims supplied rulers to 
India they had no Pan-Islamist pretension to brag of, that more often 
than not they behaved as other humans had done in refusing to accept 
the plea of Islam as a curb on material ambitions even at the expense 
of a brother Muslim. The Indian Muslim seeks to find solace for his 
wounded self-respect in the thought of the Turk and the Arab compa- 
ratively freer than himself. This feeling creates complications in 
Indian life, sots up impediments to India’s march to freedom. And in 
impatience the Hindu public man may be tempted to issue a challege 



--JDNE *38 J INDIA IN DOME POLITY 

afl Vinayak Damodar Savarkar did from the platform of the Ahraedabad 
session of the Hindu Mahasabha — 

“Iloricofortli tho IfirKlii formula of Ilm In-AIii'iIim unity in this : ‘If you como, 
with you; If you tioii’t, without you; if you opposo, in spite of you, tho Eiadus will 
continuo to fi^'ht foi then uatiouul fiuodom.'' 

This impationcc may bo natural. It may be explained by tho posi” 
tion that has been created by historical forces for the Hindus of India. 

The history of the Hindus and their future are more 
itioxtricably bound up with the geography of Hindus- 
° life* than, and her rise and fall affect them more intimately 

than any other of tho numerous communities that find 
themselves in India. This fact was recojjnised by Maulana Shaukat 
Ali who in a recent spcecli declared that if Hindusthan bo erased from 
tho face of the earth there would be few to bear witness to the way 
and tho life that tho world knows as Hinduism, but Islam would live in 
other coiintrios and would bo not much of a loser as Hinduism 
would bo. Tho sij];nificance of these words are more consci- 
ously realised by Hindus to-day that their Holy Land and their 
fatherland are ono and undistintruishablo. History and not the senti- 
ments of men and women or the policy of Governments have been 
respoMsiblo for nmkin<i the Hindu the bed-rock of Indian life. It is 
this d(‘Vclopmcnt that has made the Hindu more sensitive to what 
affects tho country and haiip^^u*^ iu India ; It has also regretfully to bo 
r(‘cognised that the Muslim in India does not have this feelirg and is 
not as powerfully moved as the Hindu by the sentiments, the products 
of history, of conscious thought and the unconscious workings of forces that 
transcend human power and are unamenable to conscious political action. 
This is tho strength of tho position of the Hindu In India as well as of 
his weakness. For, ho is more sensitive to all that concerns India, and 
this sensitiveness is a weakness under certain circumstances which may 
be exploited by others who h »vc not the same feelings and sentiments 
for India. It is like the story of (he two women who appeared before 
King Solomon each one claiming a boy for her son, and the way ho 
tested their love. To every community such a test comes. It is a cruel 
test, but it is inescapable. 

Thus does the Indian scene present a spectacle of a house divided 
against itself, the different members of the household wrangling with ono 
It D j o-u another while common problems and common dangers 
^ MiiTutriM united efforts to solve them and to meet them, 
resign These wranglings have become bitter because the little 

power that the Government of India Act of 

1935 has placed in the hands of the representatives of the people 

finds itself unable to remove their causes. \Vc are enabled to quarrel 
like this because we still entertain tho idea that some power external 
to us would pull us out if wo fell into the ditch, that it can be relied 
on at the last extremity. And though by the arrangements made undtr 
the recent Act this external authority appears to have retired from the 
field leaving us to mould our India as we likedi into any shape we 

liked, it has left certain remnants of its influence and power that has 

9 
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been creating havoc in the internal economy of Indian life. The 
“Communal Award^' is one of these instances, Indian statesmanship 
has failed to sterilize the evil eftects C)f this decision of th^^ MacDonald 
Cabinet. In other fields of national life also this external authority has 
not been able to cover up all its traces. This fact was brought out 
vividly into public discussion when in the middle of February, 1938, two 
Congress Ministries had to resign as a result of the use made by the 
Governor-General of his powers of interference. The two Congress 
Ministries of Bihar and the United Provinces had passed orders for 
the release of all prisom rs convicted of violent crim' S in the furtherance 
of political freedom. This release formed an item in tho Election 
Manifesto of the Indian Nati^nial Congress with which it h;id approach- 
ed the electorate and sought the api)roval or disapproval of the 
Sovereign People. By returning in Uiajoritiis tho Congress candidates 
in these two provinces as well as in five others, the people set their 
seal of approval on the election jirogramme of the National Congress. 
And it was the duty of Congress Ministries to give efiect to the various 
items of that programme. When Hi> Excdlency the Governor-Oenenil 
in his statement (f July I’l, 1937 explained the eonstituticmal powers and 
limitations of the Governors of Provinces, he s i d that the Parliament had 
“transfeired the executive authority in tho province in practice to the 
Ministers,'^ and that in all matters in which the (iovernor is not 
specially requiied to exercise his individual judgment ‘‘it is mandatory 
upon the Governor to accei)t tlie advice of his ministeis^h It is these 
interpretations and assurances of non-interference implied tiierein that 
induced the Congress to authorise Congn ss members of the Provincial 
Assemblies where they were in a majority to accept the responsibility 
of Ministries. The Uni*"'d Provinces and Bihar Premiers were re.«H])on- 
sible for the peace and tranquillity of the provinces, and they pressed 
it on the attention of the Governors of these provinces that they fully 
accepted the implications of this respouoibiiity, and then fore, proposed 
on February, 14, 1938, to order the release of the few remaining 
prisoners failing under this category — 23 in Ihhar and 14 in the United 
Provinces — on their own respon&ibilit 5 \ The Governors on their part 
contended that they were prepared to sanction the release of these 
terrorist prisoners if on examination of their individual cases the 
release of each of them was deemed safe and not harmful to law and 
order in the provinces. The Premiers contended that “the duty and 
right of examination belong solely to the Minisierft^\ that tliey had satisfied 
themselves by talk and discussion with the prisoners of their abjuration 
of the path and methods of violence in advancing the political progress 
of the country ; they had, therefore, ordered the release of these 
prisoners. At this stage the matter seemed to have passed out of the 
hands of the Ministers and the Governors concerned, passed into the 
hands of the Working Committee of the All-India Congress Committee, 
of the Governor-General. The latter supported the Governors in their 
contention that the lease of these politicals will endanger not only 
the peace and traiurniility of the two provinces, but also of other 
parts of India. The names of Bengal and the Punjab with traditions 
of political terrorism in their history came prominently into the 
discussion. It was asserted in the Press that the Governments of 
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these provinces must have had impressed on the Governor- General the 
danger of such release. To quote from a paper, 

“There are 350 prisoners in Ihe foimer and 44 in the latter province. Bengal 
has been — at bast was— the province of terrorism. The Punjab has always and had 
its very special difficulty of a triangular communal tangle. We do not know 
whether the (Jovernor-Gt neral consulted the Governors of Bengal and the Punjab 
and or whciher they addressed representations to him not to accentuate their and 
their (non-Congress) Ministru^s’ difficulties t>y approving a general release in the 
two neighbouring provinces. It is piobable that they did.” 

Anyhow the Governor-General looked at the issue raised by the 
two Premiers of the two Provinces from this point of view and asked 
the Governors to withhold consent to the release orders. He did it 
under Sec. 126 (5) of the Government of India Act, 1935, which 
reads as follows : 

“Without prejudico to his powers under the last preceding sub-section, the 
Governor-General, acting im his discretion, may at any time issue order to the 
Governor of a provinct* as to the manner in winch the executive authority thereof 
is to be exercised for the purpose of preventing any grave menace to the peace 
and tranquillity of India or any part thereof.” 

The Governors in compliance with orders issued by the Governor- 
General reject(*d the advice of their Ministers tendered to them in 
regard to the release of politieal prisoners. And the Premiers on 
behair of tlndr colleagues offered their resignation. 


This happened on the eve of the Iluripiira session of the Congress, 
at the moment when Gandhiji and ni^aiibers of the Working Committee 
were assembled at Vithalnagar. The first impression 
& agTiuit'the*^ made on tlie public mind on receipt of this news was 
procedure surprise and regret that a routine business of 

day-to-day administration should have been allowed 
to precipitate a eonstitutional dead- lock which might extend to the 
other i)rovinces. If “provincial autonomy^^ was in action there was 
no reason for inteLferoiice, it wa.s felt, either by the C^ongress Working 
Committee or by the Governor-General. The Gov(*rnors could have 
proceeded under Sec. 52 (1) (a) of the India Act wliich had imposed 
upon them “siiccial responsibility” for the “prevention of any grave 
menace to the i)eace and trancpiillity of the province or any part 
thereof”. In the use of this power the Governors have to obtain the 
consent of the Governor-General, This consent would not have been 


withheld, as the quick use by the later of his special power under 
Sec. 126 (5) went to show. But this use or misuse also suggested 
that the Governors were not sure if they could make out a case 
for the application of their own “special responsibility” calling for 
the use of emergency powers under Sec. 52 (l) ^^a). For, the release 

of 37 men could not threaten the peace and tranquillity of the two 
provinces or any part thereof. Therefore did the Governor-General 
take it out of their hands, and issued his orders on consideration o^^ 
the “reaction on adjoin ng provinces of the release of these prisoners.” 
But the more important consideration seemed to be “the interests of 
maintenance of the sanctions of law and authority and the position of 
courts.” This contention seemed to suggest that cxe utive interference 
with decisions of courts of law should not be encouraged on any 
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account. This principle, the Ministers clairncd, has been modified in 
practice by every L^overnment on consiiierations of hijjjh state policy ; 
they also hinted that it is this nioddicaiion that has enabled Mr. 
De Valera, a rebel in the eye of Hritish law, to become^ and to be 
recognised as, the head of a sister State with Britain in the comity 
of nations that form the Empire. 


This controversy continij<‘d for about ten days. Gandhiji in a 
Congrets Minittriet “doing statement issued on Ft*l)ruary 16 represented 
loo well” for BritUh taste Indian public opinion when he said : 


“The action of the Governor-Ocnoral bi •WHIKTH in 
this proposal for dischar^in^j the prisoners in quostn 
that the Congress ministries in general had fatigued 


iiif unu nniKt 


quoRtion waM nuTely the last straw, and 
the IJritish authority.” 


A British paper, the London Daily Herald^ organ of British Labour, 
expressed the same opinion : 

“Indian Nationalists will see in the refnaal to rmit the eleetul ConjjrcBS maioritios 
to release all political prisoners the rmiTgrnee oner more of the iiiitocratiL* 
imperialist^ hand. They will find one more evidenoi* that Rritain does not leally 
mean India to govern itself. Th»y may even feel that the opportunity has been 
seized to got rid of Congress Ministries which woie doing too well for the taste 
of British authority. 


Gandhiji in^ his statement expressed the hoiic that it would be 
possible for “the Governor-Geueral to retrace his stops and avert a 
Governor- ^’I'jsi.s whose con.tJi quences no body can foretell.^’ The 

GeneraTt failure of the Governors of the United Provinces and 

statement Bihar to get substitute Ministries, the possiiiility, 
even the probability, of (he live other Congress Minis- 
tries making a common cause with lho.se of the two provinces, created 
problems that the Governor-Geueral li.ul to take no(t* of. Two other 
courses were open to the Governors — resort to Section (♦B enabling them 
to assume all exe cutive powers, and tlie dissolution of ])rovincial legis- 
latures followed by general election.s. The latter course would result 
in the return of Congress Party members in larger numbers ; rcsuiiqi- 
tion of power by the Governors postponed the appeal to tlie fieople 
for six mouths only, for eighteen months should the British Parliament 
decide to accept that method. But neiilier device, it was felt, could 
avoid the conflict, which was another wa> of saying that the constitution 
built by the Act of 1935 had broken down. No British ])olitlcian could 
contemplate with coinidaceiice this pro.spect. For, it had been broadcasted 
(o all the world by British propagandists that the Indian problem had 
been solved^ for a generation by the dragooning of the W'illingdon 
regime combined with the left-handed concessions madtt in the consti- 
tutional changes. Considerations like these must have influenced Ilis 
Excellency Lord Linlithgow to i.ssue the statement which he did on 
February 22, ending with the words : 

think that in no qiiurfcr in there manifcBt any dinpoBition to 
extend the area of difiiculty bevond the liniitn of the puHitiun which i defleribed 
and It 18 riiy sincere and carncBt hope that it may nhorily lie poHsible to return 
to normality, and that in the two piovinees .iioHt eoncemed the MiniBlcrB in 
discuHHion will) the OovernurB may find theuiHelvcB able to iubuuio their inter- 
rupted labours, ’ 
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Gandhiji's 

conciliatory 

Reply 


Qafjdhiji^s reply to thiH stiitninoiit of the Governor-General was rejjarded 
as in effect as a withdrawal from an untenable position ; it was, therefore, 
eonciliatory. lie roeojrriised that the notices given by the 
Premiers of the United Provinces and Bihar were sudden”, 
a com])laint made in Lord Linlithgow’s statement that 
on 14th February the demand was “tendered” for im- 
mediate general release of all prisoners classed as political ; in Behar 
the Governor received it at 1 pm. calling for action by the Chief 
Secretary by 4 pm. the same day ; in the United Provinces “the time 
limit set for compliance was brief to a degree”. Gandhi ji recognised 
this suddenness with the cryptic words ^“because in the nature of things 
the‘y had to be so.” But he held out the olive branch : 


“In tuy opinion the criaiH cun bo avoided if the Oovernora aru h*ft free to give 
the aflsuninco that their oxammation of the ca^ee was not intended to be a 

iiHiirpiitiou of the powers of the Ministers I hope the Working 

Committee will leave the Ministers free if they are summoned by the Governors 
to jiulge for themselves whether they are Ealisficd by the asBurances they 
m:»y receive,” 


These woids from Delhi and from Vithalnagar, the place at which 
flic stssion of the Congress was being held, resolved the difliculty, and 
tlie eonstitnthinal doad-Ioek was at an end. 

This Congress s(‘ssion had for its President, Sri Subhas Chandra 

Key-note of Congre«t Basu, The kcy-iiote of bis speech is the 

President’s Speech following : 

“Lilv‘ the of K rj, 1 should also say that we have no enmity 

towauls tlio liriti-'h peiplo. We are light ini^ Great Britain, and wo want the 
fiillt'ht lib 'tiy to del ermine our future re*tations with her. But once we have 
it'iil Hi’lf-dfierminiitioM, lh(Te is no reason W'hy we should not cuter into tho 
mist cordMl nliitious with tho British people” 

About the inte.Mial reconstruction of life and thought in India that 
will tr.ul'^f•»^ln h t into a modern state, both during the struggle for 

uid after the aK.iniiii nt of StO(jraf\ the l^resident indicated tho lines of 
]ilanned life th:P w !l «mi iSle tin* people to attain that physical, mental, 
and spiritual litno-.', tnr maintaining and defending the independent life 
of the country in tli ' eomiietition.s of modern life, that will make de- 
mands on tin* vigilance and endurance of tho men and women who 

constituted the human wealth of the realm. 

lie concluded his siieceh with an appeal for unity which alone can 
Appeal for Unity carry the country through the difficult days ahead : 

“Inside tho Cai)v;ii3ss there are diirircnees between the Ixight aud tlie Left 
wliifh it would 1)0 futile to ignore. Outside, there is the ehallenge of British 
Impel lahsm.. .what shall we do in this crisis ? Need 1 sav that we have 

to slaml £our-^<quare agiiiist all the htorius that beset our path and impervious 

to all the dt signs tlint our rulers ru ly employ ? The Congress today is the one 

supieme organ of mass struggle it is tho cumiiion platform for all the auti- 

Imperialist org inisatious striving for ludiau ciuaacipaliou.” 

In the presidciitial speech of the Congress, in tho resolutions passed 
by the llaripura session of the Congress, determined opposition of 
. informed public opinion to the scheme of Federation 

F<Seral Schem*e Voiced forth in no uncertain language. While not 

opposed to the principle of Federation, Indian opinion 
found nothing to recommend the structure that had boon 
sketched iu tho British Tarliameut for the benefit of the ludiau people. 
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to shelter the people from the complexities of international develop- 
ments. The President made detailed references to the many safe- 
guards that have been set up for the protection of Britain’s particu- 
laristic interests built in India in course of two centuries, interests that 
have often been harmful to India’s material interests. The Reserve 
Bank already functioning, and the Federal Railway Authority in the 
stage of incubation — these are regard(‘d as strong-holds of British 
interests in the centre of State authority in the country. In many 
ways also limitations on the sovereignty of the people of India over 
their own State have been put in the shape of political, industrial and 
commercial safeguards for fear of discrimination from the Indian legisla- 
ture, The inclusion of nominees of the nilers of the States in both the 
upper and lower Houses of the proposed Federal legislature is regarded 
with suspicion and fear. 

The rulers of the Indian States are Indians, their eo-opeiation with 
the provinces making up B^iti^h India in matters of common concern 
might at one time have satihfied Indian conceit by the 
Swaraj thought that the authority of the State in India was 
being exercised by Indians, however limited that 
authority might be; the question of national self- 
respect might have been satisfied, in however small a measure, by 

the provisions in the India Act with special roferonee to the Federal 

part of the affair. Because the* Federal Ministry will be chosen from 
the members of the Federal Council of State and Assembly, and they 
being Indians, whether prince or commoner, tlie centuries-old causes 
of resentment that foreigners were both in theory and practice 

ruling the country should be acknowledged as removed. Indians 

as Federal Ministers would stand b<*for(» the world as symbols of 
Sivcmij in India. Tiiis reasoning would have* satisfied Indian f(*eling 
and sentiment half a century ago. But today the claim is not f<»r 
Swaraj alone, but for democratic Swaraj, to quote the words ii-ed by 
the late Bipin Chandra Pul, to quote the words of tin* rv*sohition 
passed at the last session of the Congress (February It), 20, and 21, 193^) : 

“The Congress is not opposed to the idea of Federation ,• bat a re«l Federation 
must, even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of free units enjoying 
more or less the same measure of freediim and civil liberty, and representation by 
the dcmocraMc process of election. The Indian States p.irtieipatmg in the Federa- 
tion should approximate to the proviuees in the establishment of lepresentative 
institutions, responsible governaient, civil liberties and method of election to the 
Federal Bouses.” 


This resolution, and the demands impliedly made in it, make the set- 
ting up of Federation in India contingdit on the initiation of represen- 
tative institutions and responsible government in the 
Mtitude* Indian States. The Paramount Power being, or appearing 

to the States being, unconcerned in the internal alfairs of the 

States, neither promoting not opposing the introduction 
of these organs of modern government in the Slates, the case for re- 
presentative and responsible government in “Indian India” becomes a 
matter of contention between the ruling authorities of the States and of 
the peoples thereof. The Indian National Congnss have been accord- 
ing moral support and sympathy to the endeavours of the States’ 
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people for their own npliftment, for securing civil liberties for the 
protection of their honour and material interests. The name of the 
Congress atid the exauiple of its heroic fight against British bureau' 
cracy have raised hopes and created assurance in the minds of the 
peoples in the States that in their difliculties they will have the help 
and direction of the national organisation. The growth of public life and 
the demand for freedom have created new probhnns and precipitated 
now conflicts in tlie hitherto placid life of the Indian States. To these 
the Indian National Congress cannot be indifferent, to their call for 
help it cannot remain unresponsive. This attitude was explained in the 
resolution on “It diaii States” passed at its last seshion : 


’’The Conprehfi filands fer the same polit.cal, social and economic freedom in 
the States as in the rest of Iiniia. aiid eoiiSid( rh the Stales as integral parrs of 
India whifh caniiot be ‘'♦j-araied, Tlie Furua buaraj ... v\b’ch is the objective 
of the ('('iigrtfis, is for the wliole of India.. .. ,f‘>t 'he iinegrity and uniry of 
India must be ma'iita’ii(d in Tr»uloru as it hah bitn maintained in sulijection.” 

But the (]ollg^e^s did not want to force dt^velopments in the States 
which w'ould be out (‘f “tune with the conditions ]>revailing there.” 
And in oidcr to fuht' r a spirit (»f sejf-l;<dp in the pcojiles concerned, 
to allow movement.s in the htate" to cI»*veiop a momentum (>1 their own, 
and the peojiles to be disciplined under conditions of invcitable 
struggles with the irrchponsdilc authority of the States under which 
they have been l.ving tor ceutuncN tin* last ses^sion of the Congress 
through the snme resolution declared a sort of benevolent neut/alit} with 
re- aid to tlie States. Tliih was an attitude whieli was difficult to be consis- 
tently maiiitaimd, ah it was found (liiidi'g the jieriod under discussion 
in eorneclioij with the States of Mysore and Travancore. Both these 
S^at<‘^ have a reputatiun tor iirogre^-ive adinini'itration, for benevolent 
autiocraty it may be. Modern dev(>lop.m nt.s hive lais^d ambitions 
in tin* niuidh of the peojtks which r. will take lime to realise j there 
ale coidlieth and eonfiLsions, both mat- riai in.d mental, through which 
luhis and the iiiled must reach a haiMiouy ; certain of these are 
nn.aoidable. But tiny play a j*.tr: in dn* etouomy of human life 
wh-eii are ultiniatcly bi ucficial. Impativiieo Ls tlie .si>irit that should be 
religi(aisly avoidid. 

While the C(»nlcnti 0 n.s betw^cen the rulers and tin* ruled in the 


States have been continuing, the r(‘p: c^entativc'^ of the Paramount 
Power have been siii\mg with all their might to 
Power^^h^d^at iHivinide tie Piince.s to comt* in and occupy their 

persuaiion rghtful place in the Federation. “Instruments of 

Aeetssioi',” conditions that W’ill persuade them to 
come into the pictuie of Federation^, drafts of these have been passing 
and repassing from London, Delhi — bun la, and the capitals of the 


Indian States. The public are being kept in the dark about the nego- 
tiations. The opposition of Indian public opinion as voiced forth 


through the Indian National Congress, the All India Muslim League, 
the National Liberal Federation, the All-India States' Peoples' 
Conference, may be ret^ponsible for the apparent indecision of the 


rBritish Goveiument ; the Princes also do not appear to be very enthu- 
siastic in the matter. There is an impression that they have been 
bargaining with the Paramount Power for regaining certain of their 
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privileges and powers usurped by or lost to the Paramount Power ; they 
have been, it is believed, trying to have erected certain barric*rs against the 
rising tide of democracy tliat threatens to submerge* many an ancient 
and cherished land mark. Tliese aie surmises, and the position has 
remained as obscure during these six months as even before. 

This obscurity makes it possibler for the “exlernal anthority^^ 
represented by Lord Linliihgcw in Ji.dia, to ai)pear indiflerent to the 
. strains and stresses to wlu’ch the internal life of 

&*^SodTl^R^form^in* 1^ being subjected. Kedcration is a far-oH 

Hindu Society event. Meanwhile tlie “aiitoiunny^’ g()V('rnments 
in the ju(»vinees ha\c to function, and so func- 
tion that the more than century old grievances (*f the widest 
commonalty of the land, of the labourers and agriculturists, may be 
redressed, and the economic break-down caused l)y modern indus- 
trialism may be repaired, d’he (pic.stion has also to be faced whether 
or not it is at all ])Os^il)Ie to rcj)air the .structure of social and 
economic relations that have been the warp and Nvoof of Indian 
life for thousand of years. In social relation.^, the problem 
of iintouchability in the bosom of Hindu society looms very 

large. And the Congress Ministries pledg(‘d to remove this and i(s 
various ofl’shoots by their Election Alamlestoes ha\e been trying to 
give a lead to society, unprfi)ared in idea, to aecei»t the full imiilica- 
tions of the reform, to practise in daily life what the peo[)lc have 
in the enthusiasm of the moment accepted as a princij)le. One gets 
the impression from the movement of thought and activity among th(* 
“depressed^^ castes in Hindu society that they have been testing the 
possibilities opened out to them by the Poiuia Pact by which they 

gained a larger number of seats in the legislature's than promised the'iu 

by the original “Communal Award” of Ramsay MaeHonald. Members 
representing these classes in the provincial legislatures are, a few ed’ 
them, Ministers and Pai lianientary Secretaries. Tljis position enables 
them to press their points of view from the inner mechanism of 

administration. 


In the Muslim society in India also there are “depressed” classes 
not in tlie sense in which the adjective is used with reference to 
•in* u' • Hindu society. The Momins, who claim to be half 
Social Disabities Muslim population of India, have social disabilities 

MusHin Society which havc demanded redress and removal in meetings 
and conferences held In the United Pi evinces, Rihar 
and Bengal. In the Bengal ce->peaking districts of Sylhet and Cachar 
for administrative reasons included in the province of Assam, there is 
a class of Muslims, known as Maimnls, by occupation fishermen and 
boatmen, who have given organised expression through meetings and 
associations to the grievances caused by certain social disabilities. The 
higher classes in the Muslim community constituted by those whose 
ancestors came from out-side India — the Sayyieds, Sheiks. I^athans and 
Moghuls — have conceits of superiority that aio in no way less proved 
than those found in the heart of Hindu society. The late Khondkar 
Fazll Ruboe, Dowaii to the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, descend- 
ant of the family from whose hands had slipped the sceptre of rule 
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into the hands of Clive, in :hia book — The Origin of the Muaalmam 
of Bengal — gives us an idea of this equality and unequality : 

“From a religious point of view, of course, all Musalmans stand on a footing of 
equality. But according to usage and customs the social position and family rank 

of a man do not become altered by a change of religion a low caste person 

on his embracing Islam is not allowed to hmd familiar intercourse with high-born 

Musalmans Kigid and scrupulous regard has ever been paid by the Musalmans 

to social and family dignity.” 


Challenge of 
Modern life 
to Muflima 


The social democracy plea of Islam is not true to the facts of life 
as it is lived in Muslim society. Much is made of the equality that 
lines up the Nawab, the Muslim nobleman, with the 
Muslim porter in the Friday prayer in the mosque. 
The Hindus also, in Bengal at least, can show a similar 
habit of equality on the occasion of the Kirtans, devo- 
tional songs, when the Brahmin and the Dome (an Avarna caste man) 
sit or stand side by side and sing songs to the glory and beneficence 
of the Lord, penetrated with the belief in His words uttered to Narada 
— "Where two or three m^n are gathered together in my name, there 
I am in the midst of them.’" This equality on occasions is not potent 
enough to create that habit which is the bed-rock of the democracy 
which the modern times demand. This occasional equality does not 
satisfy the heart of the modern man and woman. Neither in Hindu 
society nor in the Muslim, do the average man and woman get the 
opportunities that will enable them to realise the rich possibilities of 
their nature, to devolop into healthy man and woman, their minds 
enriched by modern knowledge and guided by wisdom to the paths of 
fulfilment. Hindu society have for a century been trying to shake off 
its inner weaknesses. The challenge of modern life has not found 
Hindu society wholly unr- sponsive or unresisting. This response and 
resistance have enabled Hindu society to adapt itself to modern life. 
The same challenge has come to Muslim society today when it has 
opened its mind to modern education. To squarely meet that challenge, 
it is necessary that (he Muslims should K’cognise that "the obvious 
decay of Islamic culture during the last few centuries is entirely due 
to the rigidity of conceptions about it"’, to quote the words of the 
editor of the Isla?nic Culture^ the quarterly published under the auspices 
of the Muslim thought-leaders of the Nizam State. This recognition 
will enable them to throw off those habits of thought and life that have 
been keeping them disabled for playing their part in the making of 
the new India. 


The social disabilities that have maimed the general mass of every 
community in India, that have made them prisoners of crude thoughts 
and fanatical habits, are more cruelly pressing on their 
account of the break-down of old economic 
remedies arrangements. That break-down has been responsible for 
a misery and a hopeless helplessness new in Indian 
history. And today men and women in despair are persuaded to believe 
that a class or classes of Indian exploiters — landlords, zemindars, money- 
lenders and industrialists — are mainly responsible for the unhappiness 
in their lives. This new interpretation of history, of the convict 
10 
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between men and men implicit in the older social organisations, is the 
seed-plot of the activities that are described in another part of this 
volume in pp. 349-359 in an article sped ally contributed by an intel- 
ectual leader of the Labour and Peasant organisations of India. 
The controversy with regard to the theory of class conflict, said to be 
implicit in the very make of human society so far evolved, has been 
ringing so loud and strong in almost all the countries in the world, 
that it is natural that we should hear of it more and more in this 
country. We do not propose to convert the pages of the Indian 
Amiual Register into so many planks of an one-sided controversial 
platform. We are content to be observers of the causes of the diseases 
of the social mind and body, and of the consequences of the remedies 
suggested and administered for relief and recovery. It is undeni- 
able that organised attempts to rouse passions in defence of vested 
interests, to inflame resentment against these vested interests, have 
become a normal feature of Indian life to-day. Regional and communal 
jealousies, anger of the poor against the rich and the comparatively 
well to-do, have erupted into social life. These do not promise that 
India will have a peaceful evolution towards an enriched modern life. 
The “cult of the Danda” made popular by Swami Sahajananda Sara- 
swati, the Behar Kisan leader and President of the last session of the 
All India Kisan Congress held at the town of Comil la in the middle 
of May, 1938, is a pointer to the new developments that will be burst- 
ing upon the countiy in the near future. The efforts of the Ministries 
to remove the grievances of labourers and agriculturists do not appear 
to be satisfactory to them ; these do not assure to them those amenities 
of life hopes of which have been roused in the hearts and promises 
for which have been made to their ears. These complaitits are increa- 
singly being made by Labour and Kisan leaders, and the Ministries have 
to grin and bear. Impatience with these measures was demonstrated 
during the strike at Cawupore, one of the biggest industrial centres in 
northern India, where the labourers went out of the control of their 
leaders and declared a strike involving more than 40,000 actual workers 
in the mills and factories of the city. The working days lost, the 
earnings lost by this strike, have not yet been estimated. But even 
this proved loss cannot intercept the tendency to resort to strikes 
and lock-outs as “a last resort”. In 1932 there were 129 strikes 
involving 1,41,859 workers and a loss of 19, 28, 437 days ; in the next 
year the number of strikes rose to 154, the number of workers involved 
was 3,04,823, and the number of days lost 39,23,811. These figures are 
an indication of the havoc through which the country must pass on 
its goal of economic contentment and stability. 

The economics of reconstruction of Indian life on a new foundation 
require that the land question — the position of landlords, that of the 
tillers of the soil, that of the State in relation to both 
Setdei^nt^under these interests— should be subjected to examination in 

examination the light of the experiences of the immediate past in our 
country, the past that was created by Lord Cornwallis' 
Permanent Settlement in Bengal (1793) and in Madras (1802). The 
controversy with regard to the ownership of the land, in whom did it 
vest, in the landlord or the tiller of the soil ?— is as old as the hills. Pre- 
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ceding: the Cornwallis Settlement there was heated controversy between 
the Governor-General and John Shore in course of which all the issues 
involved in the question was discussed. Witnesses and evidences in 
sugport of or opposition to State landlordism, private landlordism, and 
peasant proprietorships were many and various. About the anthenticity 
of these the following from the pen of Sir William Hunter can be 
accepted as a true representation of the facts of those days : 

“My own inveBligations point to an infinite gradation in the rights of the 
▼ariouB claBses interested in the land. In some districts the landholder was almost 
independent of the Muslim Viceroy, and seldom or never subjected to his inter- 
ference ; in others he was only a bailiff appointed to receive the rents. In some 
districts, again, peasant rights were acknowledgod, and the old communal system 
survived as a distinct influence, in others the cultivators were mere serfs ; ” 

Confronted by these complexities, and the demands of an inexor- 
able master, the East India Company, Lord Cornwallis made a settle- 
ment recognising a small body of men as landlords, owners of the 
land, who would be responsible for the payment of the revenues, whether 
or not the tillers of the soil paid them the rents. The consequences 
of that settlement can be described in the words of the same author : 

“ those Collectors who had to deal with districts in which the landlords were 

the real owners of the soil, complained that the rerraanent Settlement had stripped 
them of their rights and ruined them ; while those, who had derived their experience 
from parts of the country in which the Mussalinan system had uprooted the 
ancient houses, objected that liOrd Cornwallis had sacrirteed the claims of the 
Government and the rights of the people to elevate a parcel of tax-gatherers and 
land-stewards into a sham gentry.” 

Even today when revolutions in economic thought call for a new 
economics of Land Settlement the old arguments are being heard. But 
it appears that the dominant school of political and economic thought 
in the modern world are in favour of resumption by the State of its 
rights over land. The social disruption that will follow such a measure 
has no terrors for the majority of the peo])le who devote thought to the 
subject Resumption of these rights by the State on payment of 
compensation, as it was done in Ireland, or without it as it has been 
done in Russia, this is the question that has been exercising or excit- 
ing the intellect or mind of politicians and administrators. In various 
provinces encroachments by processes of law on the rights of landlords 
have become the order of the day. Economic considerations influence 
these activities ; nor are communal considerations wholly absent. An 
instance of the latter is met with in the attitude of the Muslim mem- 
bers in Bengal and the United Provinces. In the former where the 
Muslim community is in a majority, where the cultivators are pre- 
dominantly Muslim, the landlords and zemindars being predominantly 
Hindu, the Muslims are all for quick return to State 
landlordism which is supposed to be supported by Islamic State polity ; 
in the latter where the Taliiqdars, landlords, are many of them, if not 
the majority of them, Muslims, and the tenantry are predominantly 
Hindu, Hindus being the majority community in the province, the 
Muslim League members are enthusiastic supporters of the existing 
system of private landlordism. In Bengal when the amending Bill in- 
troduced on behalf of the Ministry sought to put certain restrictions 
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on landlord rights, and by the weight of the votes of Muslim members 
carried it through, a leader of the landed interests, Maharaja 
Manmatha Nath Roy, retired from the Council, the Upper House, with 
his party after making a statement in which occur the following : 

“We feel that we cannot remain here ^ith any sense of self-respect as the 
majorily arc bent upon tyrannising over the helpless miiioriiy for political aggrandise- 
ment. We further feel that we cannot have any justice here, and that we must 
seek the protection of the Governor or the Governor-General, and if it need be, 
of the Federal Court, or of the British Parliament through the Right Hon’ble 
the Secretary of State. Above all, we shall take our stand upon the Instrument 
of Instructions, created by His Majesty the Kmg-Emperor, for the vindication 
of the Permanent Settlement which is the bulwark of the economic structure of 
Bengal.” 

This protest appears to be a cry in the wildiTness. For, more than 
any communal considerations, the dominant economic thought of the 
modern world is in support of extinguishing intermediate private rights 
in the soil of the countries. Against this historic development the fight 
organised by landlord interests in India, as in other countries, cannot 
avail anything. Measures like the Permanent Settlement have had their 
run ; their usefulness has been tested ; they have been found wanting 
after a trial of more than a hundred and thirty years. Even the parent 
of these measures, British rule in India, is in question, confronted by 
the challenge of the self-respect and self-confidence of a nation. In the 
awakening that has made possible this self-assertion, many forces have 
been created, many ambitions roused, many grievances newly under- 
stood. These call for a re-examination of many of the principles and 
policies of Indian social life, a testing on a new touch-stone of their 
value and utility. After a peaceful and placid life of a century 
and more imposed on the country by a foreign power, the 
mind of India demands that it should have a part in building the 
country anew. Controversies and contentions are inevitable in this 
process ; uncharitableness, rancour and greed may complicate natural 
developments. These may delay the ultimate result ; these cannot 
permanently put off the day when India will raise her head 
“Into the boundless, 

Into the generous light. 

Into the air of freedom I” 

( Specially contributed by Sri Suresh Chandra Dei, ) 
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The Indian Legislative Assembly 

Budget Session— New Delhi— 31st Jan, to 12th. April 1938 

Meciianisa-TION of Br. Units of Indian Army 

Tho scssioa of the Indian Legislative Assembly opened at New Delhi on 

tlio 31»t January 1938, the Hon. Sir Ahdur Hnhim piesiding. There was a lively 
debate on Mr. Abina^lmUngain Chettiars aljournmont over tbe proposal for meoha- 
nisation of tho Britii^h units of the Indian Airny. There was unanimous couderanatioQ 
of the proposal by iion-offioial Indian members, but the motion was not pressed to a 
division and was talked out. 

All tlio Speakers who took part in the debate, except of course the Defence 
Secietary, w'eie unanimous in then condemnation of tho so-called gift by Ilis 
Majesty’s Oovoinraent of £000,00) tow'ard» the actual cost of Rs. 215 lakhs necessary 
for the raeidianisation of the British units of the Indian Aimy. Wliy should tho 
Indian taxpayei bo called upon to pay this huge sum for mechanising an aimy of 
occupation, and not the Indian units w'he aie really utilized for defence purposes V 
Even Sir Muhammad Yamin Kh in did not I’elish the idea of mechanising the 
Biitish units in tho Indian ainiv if it came to a cpiestion of their being sent some- 
where for irapeiial pin poses. Whit vvoull happen to tlie tinks ani aimoured cars, 
etc? Would these mechanic il paraphernalia luiniin m India or be sent along with 
those equipped witli them V Tiie motion was, how’ever, talked out. 

CoMi'ANiEs Act Amend. Bill 

Tlie House took up the consideration of Sir N. AT Sircar s Bill to further to 
amend tho Indian Companies Act, as reported by tho select committee, but the final 
passage of the Bill was postpomid until io-moirow% wlieii an agreed amendment in 
the place of the one piojiised by the European gioup would be considered. 

RErE.vL OF 500 Obsolete Acts 

The Laio Member s Bill to lepoal certain enactments was next taken up and 
passed. Tho Acts souglit to be repca'od, either wholly or partly, number about 500. 
The mover explamed that these had been rendered obsolete. 

Tea Control Bill 

Mr. H. Dow^ Commoroo Secretary, moved the reference to a select committee of 
the Bill giving lenew^cd recognition to tho iritoi national scheme for the logulation of 
the export of tea and control of tho CNterisioii of tea cultivation from Apiil 1, 19IIS. 

Piofessor Rangn, opposing the Bill, declared that the Indian glowers weio suffer- 
ing from unfair treatment at the hands of the committee. lh*of. Kanga explained of 
the “arbitrary powei'’ of the Committee, wdiich, he said, consisted of a majority of 
Europeans. Tho result of tho activities, ho feared, wMuld be to squeeze out the 
sruall man and inteifere witli tho economic life of tho Indiau peasantry, who though 
illiterate, were required to keep complicate 1 accounts Prof. Ranga also stressed the 
need for better distiibution of tea cultivation among tho provinces instead of the 
present concentration in Assam. 

Two points of oider were raised at this stage by Mr. Sanatanam and Mr. 
Ananthaaayanam based on the powers of the provincial Governments under the 
present Act. 

After Sir Ziauddin Ahmed had also spoken, Mr. Dow replied to the debate and 
pointed out that, coiisideimg the figures of British capital as against Indian capital 
employed in the industry, the ludiau rcpiesentation was very much greater. 

Companies Act Amend. Bill (Contd.) 

Itt FEBRUARY The House passed the Bill further amending the Indian Companies 
Act with Mr. Bhulabhai Desai and other party leaders. The Bill sought to remove' 
oertain errors which had crept into tho Act when it ivas extensively amended in 1936. 

11 
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Tea Control Bill (Contd.) 

Besuming his speech in winding up the debate on his motion for a select com- 
mittee on the Tea Control Bill, Mr. //. Doiv, Commerce Secretary, assuied the House 
that the Government would be prepared to lend the fullest support to any re-draft ing 
of the Bill in the select committee in the light of suggestions made in the course of 
the debate. The House adopted the motion. 

Military Manoeuvres Bill 

Further discussion was next taken up of the Defence Secretary's motion for consi- 
deration of the Bill to provide facilities for Military Manoeuvios and for field filing 
and artillery practice as reported by the select committee. 

Mr. Sanatanam moved an amendment suggesting that the same area, or any 
part thereof, shall not ordinal ily bo utilised for manoeuvres more than once in any 
period of four years, instead of two years as provided m the Bill. 

Mr. Ogdvie (Defence Secretary), opposing the amendment, said that it would 
definitely hamper the manoeuvres as such a long period would naturally restrict the 
field available for manoeuvies. Moreovei, the amendment unduly fettered the discre- 
tion of local Governments. 

Thereafter Mr. Saxena moved anotlior amendment suggesting throe years as the 
period. He emphasised that even in an alvancod country like England no manoeuvres 
could be held in the same area foi more than once in five yeais India was a vast 
country and provided enough field for such piactico. They wanted manoeuvres to be 
held in as many places as possible. 

The Defence Secretary accepted the amendment which was earned. 

The next amendment moved by the same member {Mr, Saxenn) was that (he local 
Government’s notice of its intention to specify tho aiea should not bo issued until 
after the expiry of throe months after its publication in the local gazette (instead of 
two months as suggested in the Bill). Ho pointed out that in view of tho lack of 
liteiacy among the population, it was essential that tho peiiod of notice should be 
sufficiently long. 

Mr. Ogilvte opposed the motion, which was pressed to a division and carried by 
54 votes to 51. 

Mr. B. N, Chotedhury moved an amendment urging that such military practices 
should not interfere with any spiings, watei falls, wells or tanks held sacied by any 
religious community. Mr. Ogilive pointed out that there was a piovision to that 
effect in the oiiginal Bill, but the select committee had unanimously omitted it. 
Mr. Ogilive accepted tho amendment, but the woids “spiings and waterfalls” were 
omitted. The amendment was passed. 

The clause relating to the manner of determining the amount of compensation foi 
damage arising out of manoeuvres evoked eonsideiable discussion following the attempt 
made in tho amendment moved by Mr. Sanatanam to provide that the amount 
should be fixed by summoning and hear mg the claimant oi Ins authonst'd agent. 

Mr. Sanatanam and Mi. M. S. Aney argued that if tho presence of tho claimant 
was requiied, then why not give him a heaiing so that there might be no future 
complaints of shoit payment? If he was not to be lieaid, why ask him to be 
present ? Mr. Ogilive said ho was prP])arod to accept the amendment to tho extent 
of providing for hearing of the claimant, but not summoning him. The mover did 
not agree, and the amendment was passed to a division and lost by 48 votes to 41. 

Mr. Sami Venkatachalam Chetty asked for permission to move an amendment 
for addition of the words “after hearing the claimant.” Mr. Ogilvte explained ho 
had made an offer to accept it, but the Opposition had "^spurned’’ it and after losing 
the division they were trying to go hack on tho decision of the House. Mr. 
Bhulabhai Desat appealed to the Government not to regard it as a question of 
“amour piopre”, but as one of equity for the poor cultivator, whoso land might be 
damaged by what amounted to criminal trespass. Mr. Ogilvte expiessed his inabi- 
lity to take the initiative and set a new precedent in piocedure by accepting, on 
behalf of the Government, an amendment which bad once been rejected by the 
House. Although he admitted tho amendment would do no damage to the Bill, Sir 
N, N. Sircar, Leader of the House, stated that in view of Mr. Ogilvie’s statement 
that the amendment was not likely to do damage to the Bill, he saw no reason why 
it should not be accepted. The amendment was adopted. The Bill, as amended, 
passsd* 
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Destructive Insects and Pests Amend. Act 

Sir G, B. Bajpai moveJ that the Bill further to amend the Destructive Insects 
and Pests Act, 1914, be taken into consideration. He ejrplained briefly the object of 
the proposed Bill and tho House to pass the Bill as it was essential and at 

the same time quite iuocciious. Tho motion was adopted and the House adjourned. 

Child Marriage Restraint Amend. Bill 

3rd. FEBRUARY : —Instances cf ingenious evasion of tho Sarda Act were men- 
tioned by Mr, Lnlchand Nnvalrat^ wh“n he moved that the Bill to amend the Child 
Marriage Restraint Act, I9d9, be taken into consideration IIo explained that the Bill 
was intendt3d to end tho praotic.o of Bntish vSnhjects going aoioss the bordeis to neigh- 
bouring state tointorv and performing marriages in contravention of the Act and 
thereafter returning to Biitish India. The Bill [irovided that the penal provisions of 
the Act shall ap|»ly also to offenee^ committed by a Bntisli subject within State terri- 
toiies. Mr. Navalrai state 1 he know of States whudi allowed these marriages to take 
place in their territory by cha'ging Rs KX) for each rnamage In Sind there were 
cases in which those who wanted to evale the Jaw did not have to travel far. Kha'r- 
pur State, for instance, was only diviJed fioin 8ind by a small branch of the Indus 
liver and all that one had to do was to have all preliminaries of wedding conducted 
in Smd territory and go in procession to tho nvoi, gut into a boat and perform the 
actual marria'^e rite and tlr^ri come back to Sind again. Mi Navalrai said his Bill 
would remove doubts and differences of opinion between on(‘ High Court and another, 
such as Madi-as and Bombav, on the applicability of the Penal Cole to offences of this 
nature under the Act commuted m an Indian 8tate 

Mr. N. V. Oadqtl dealt at length with tho marriage scramble that followed the 
passing of tli^^ Saria Act and spoke of in-.tmct's of “raati iinoaial alliance between a 
bride in embryo an I a bnd 'gtoorn in the ciadl"”. Qioting the Census Report, he 
Slid the numbu of wive^, unl u- 1,3 veais of ag) had incioaseJ from over 85 and a 
half l.ikhs in 1921 to 123 lakhs in 19.31 Ho dwelt on the “great corroding evil” of 
early mairiagc, both from the viewpoint of the mother and the infant, and said that 
tho act would not ho efftndive without extra-tern tonal application as provided in 
til ' araoudmeut. IL 3 urged it was the duty of the Oovernment itself to bring a 
Bill of a compi eht3nsivc character to declare that all marriages which contravened 
the Act were invalid and give power to courts to issue preventive injunctions. He 
declare 1 tint it was 110 good tlie (-lovernmont saying that it might offend religious 
scruples. Religion lial nothing to do witli maiiiage as such (several Muslim mem- 
bers: “Question”). But if religion offended against morality, it was religion, not 
morality, that must give way. (Olieers). 

Sir Henry Craik male it clear that th-* Bill had the sympathy of the Government 
who would support the motion for r; )nsi leiation, but would move amendments on 
one or two minor points, whicli ho understeod were acceptable to the mover. As 
regards Mr. Gidgil’s remarks regarding the Governmoiit’s duty of closing tlie gaps 
in tho Sarda Act, Sir Henry Craik reminded the member that if he and his party 
(Congress) were leally so eager to close the gaps, how was it that Mr. B Das’s 
Bill, winch the Govern rnent were lealy to support and which had two opportunities 
of coming up before tho House and would have been passed by the House on both 
occasions, hid beou dropped b^'cause tho IToii Member, who devised the Bill, did not 
take the trouble to bo here. This was slightly inconsistent. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi said that, whether on this occasion it was the fault of Mr. Das 
01 not, it was certainly the duty of the Government to have come forward to re- 
move the defect in law, winch had persisted all those yeais. The evil bad been so 
groat that it had generated a feeling of contempt for law* and order. Ee added th.at 
the Government oven now could bring foiwaid a compiehcusivo measure to eradicate 
tho abuse. 

Sir Nripendra Nath Sircar, supporting the Bill, pointed out that much of to-day’s 
discussion on religious and social matters was quite irrelevant to the motion before 
the House. As a result of the 1929 Act coi tarn marriages wore preventable, or at any 
rate punishable, but owing to ovei sight a slight error had crept in. The object of 
Mr. Navalrai’s measure was simply to coriect that error, namely, having regard to 
the 1929 Act, would they allow its evasion by allowing child marriages to be per- 
formed by travelling a few miles across tho British Indian border into Indian 
States or foreign territory ? He did not agree with Mr. Ananthasayanam’s view 
that these evasions were few as the speaker’s experience in Bengal was quite different. 
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He had known the instance of his own relatives who owned houses at Chanderna^ore 
(French town) 22 miles away from Calcutta. Ten years ago they were not occupied, 
but they were now useful })roperty as the demand for these houses there was very great 
after the passage of the Sarda Act by people, who go there to ptuform child maniages. 
With these examples before them, how could they oppose the Bill ? 

After Mr. Jnf’?/ had further supported the motion for consideration it was adopted. 

Mr. Thorne, Home Secretary, moved an amendment to the effect that the provi- 
sions of the Act shall apply (ai to all British subjects and servants of the Crown in 
any part of India, (b) all British subjects who w’eie domiciled in any part of India, 
wherever they may be. Mr. Thorne explained that his amendment would extend the 
application of the provisions to offences by British subjects in French and other 
foreign territory in India, while the Bill would have merolv extended it to Indian 
States. Mr. Sanatanam, Mr. Thirnmal Rao and Mr Sii Piakasha sup])orted the amend- 
ment, which was passed. The Bill was passed amid cheers. 

Indians in Aided Industktkl Concerns 

4lh. FEBRUARY The day was devoted to the consideiation of two resolutions. 
The first resolution was moved by Mr. Sri Prakash iiiging the Government to take 
effective steps to impose upon all industries which aie or m;iy be in leceipt of aid 
or subsidy from tlie Central Government such conditions as may securo (1) 
employment of not less than a specified proportion of Indians in both the higher and 
other grades of their employ and (2) adequate wages and fair tieatmciit of Indians 
employed in them. 

Those opposing the resolution were Siv Coirnsjce Jvhnngir, the Taboral leader and 
Ml. Griffith of the European groiiji, who while piofcssing gomiine sympathy with 
the object underlying the Bill, did not see their way to sup])ort it in as much as the 
Government in their opinion, weie doing their honest best in the diiection. 

The lesolution w'as ultimately cairied without a division. 

Standing Committee rou Indian Army 

The second resolution, wdiich was moved by Mi. Oarigil, sought election of the 
standing committee of the Indian Aimy composed of elected members of the Conti al 
legislature. Those who took part in the discussion were Mi. Ahdul Quayunu Sardar 
Manqal Singh, Mr, Axhar Ah and Sir Sher Mahomed Khan. The fiist three 
speakers whole-heartedly suppoifed the resolution while the last named, who is a 
nominated member and an ex-aimy man, opposed it. Tlie debate w'as unfinished 
when the House rose for the day. 

Destructive Insects Amend Bill (Contd ) 

7th. FEBRUARY : — Further consideiation of the Bill, amending the Destructive 
Insects and Pests Act w%as taken up to-day. Scveial amendments weic moved on hehalf 
of the opposition. The Congiess Party’s amendment deleting altogether imprisonment 
as punishment for any infiingcment of the provisions of tlie Act W’as accepted. 
Prof. Ranga suggested the loweiing of the amount of fine from Ivs. 2,000 to Rs. 1,000 
for the same offence, but Sir Girija Shankar opposed the amendment, which 
was not pursued. Eventually the Bill was passed. 

Bill to Amend Law of Evidence 

Mr. Thorne next moved the reference to a select committee of the Bill to 
amend the law of evidence in respect of certain commoicial documents. 

Explaining briefly the object of the Bill ho said that ceitain commercial documents 
of various kinds were by the piachce of merchants, accepted as evidence and taken 
“prima facie” as correct, but in a court of law, th<‘y could not, in the absence of 
the parties be admitted in evidence without testimony as to tlicir genuineness or the 
correctness of statements made therein. Such documents w’oie inadmissible in 
evidence under the Act without further proof, with the result that a party desirous 
of delaying proceedings could often insist on the other side getting commissions issued 
to take evidence as to the facts which weie for all practical pui poses sufficiently 
established by the documents in question. The present Jegislation was intended to 
provide for commercial documents being admitted in evidence without formal proof. 
A list of such documents prepared in consultation with commeicial bodies and local 
Governments was appended as schedule to the Bill, pow’er being reserved to the 
Government of India to add to the list from time to time and remove items from it. 
Mr. Thorne commended the Bill as a very useful and necessary measure. 

The House agreed to the select committee motion. 
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Dangerous Drugs Act Amend. Bill 

Mr. A. H, TAoyd, raombor of the Central Board of Revenue, moved the considera- 
tion of the Bill to fuitlior amend tlio Dangeious Drugs Act of 1930, which was 
passed. 

1. P. C. AND Cr. Pc. Amend. Bill 

Sir Henry Craik moved that the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code and 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, for certain purposes be taken into consideration 
I'he object of tho Bill was stated as follows : — Undoi -sec. 505 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure 1898, any person who has been convicted more than once ofceitain 
offences — for example, theft, robbery, daemty and coining — and sentenced for a teim of 
three years or upwards can be Older ed to lOfioit his residonco or any change of or 
absence from his residence to tho police for a maximum penod of live vears after 
his release. A breach of this order is punishable under sec 176 Indian Penal Code 
With simple impiisonraont for a terra wbnb mav extend six months or with a fino 
wdiich mav extend to Rs 1,0W or with both. It has been lecoided that this 
punishment does not act as a deterrent to habitual offemleis and that orders under 
section 555, Cnminal Proeodure (yodo, are frequently contravtmed. Tlie Bill proposed 
to amend sec. 176 I. P. C. so as to make specific provision therein for this oflence 
and alter the punishment theiefor into one of imprisonment of either description for 
a term xvhich mav extend to six months or fine which miv extend to Ks. 1,000, or both. 

On Mr. Anantha'inyanam At/yangar's motion the [J mso ngic“d to tho circulation 
of the Bill for eliciting public opmiou boforo Sojiteraber 1, 1938. Tho House adjourned. 

Amendments in Insurance Bill 

8th. FEBUARY i -Tho Assembly adjourned after two hours’ sitting to-day. Sir Nri- 
pendra Hircav moved that the amendments made in the Council of State to the Bill to 
consolidate and amend tlie law relating to business msuiance be taken into consideration. 
Sir Niqiondra’s motion xvas accepted and the Congress Party moved half a dozen 
amendments of which three 'were acceptcl (1) extending the total foims of Insurance 
obligation to file along w’lth tho apidication for legistiation, publisii prospeious 
standaid policy forms and assuied rates etc, (2) extending the piovision of clause 45 
to the jioliey i-fTected before tho commencement of the Act and (3) pi’ovidmg that 
every rule made under the Act should be laid before tho Ceutial Logialaturo for one 
month while they were in session. Tho House adjourned. 

Railways Act Amend. Bill 

9th. FEBRUARY — Sir Thomas Stewart moved that tho Bill to amend tho 
Indian Railways Act of 1800 be taken into consideralion. Sir Thomas, explaining the 
object of tho Bill, stated that it was intended to give statutory recognition to tho 
power exercised by tho Central Government to fix tlic maximum and minimum rates 
of fares for tho railway. The necessity for the Bdl aioso because under the Act the 
power to legislate in oider to regulate the maximum ami minimum fares w’as vested 
in tho Centie Executive power was necessary in order to put into effect the re- 
levent legi.slation. It followed that if theie was no statutory enactment theio could 
bo no executive power and the result of that position would be that when the Feder- 
al Railway Authoiity was constituted it would be iiiiabio to cairy out tho functions, 
which the Act contemplated it should cairy out 

Mr. K. Snnatnnnm moved an amendment that the Bill bo circulated for the pur- 
pose of eliciting public opinion thoieou by Januaiy 1, 1939. He said that the Bill 
appeared to bo short, but, like a cobra, it was poi^^onous. They on his side of the 
House had been asking for information on the proposals about the Statutory Railway 
Authority, but it had been lefused to them. They had been told that no pioposals 
had been made about the Federal Jiailway Authority, but tho Bill had now been 
brought forw'ard to confer certain power on that authority. The Hon. mover of the 
Bill had not taken tho House into his confidence about the time when the Federal 
I?ailway Authonty would be brought into being and what the contract between the 
Government of India and the Railway Authority on important matters, including con- 
tribution to the general revenues. The Government of India had been exorcising the 
power to fix tho lates so long and tho statutory authority wmuld inherit it auto- 
matically. Whatever power tho Government of India had not been exercising should 
not also be exercised by the Federal Railway Authority. Mr. Sanatanam contended 
that the Bill would take away the power of the Federal Government to retain in its 
hands the right to fix rates of fares as a matter of administration, not of policy. 
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Mr. Bhulahhai Desai supported the motiou for circulation and declared that the 
Bill was the thin end of the wedge sought to be introduced by an apparently 
innocent looking method. The Government of India stood in the transitory stage 
and the section of the Act relatin" to the Federal Railway Authority had not been 
brought into operation. No difficulty had hitherto arisen in the exeicise of the 
power to fix fares, and it would, therefore, appear to be an anticipatory pieparation 
for an occasion of which, according to tho Loader of the House, only an astrologer 
could fix the date. AVhat then was the o.\'Ciise for occupving tlia time of the House 
trying to confer one paiticular item of power on the Federal Railway Authority, 
which was yet to come into existence ? Further, the Act itself contemplated that 
the question might early arise where a proper line was to be drawn between 
policy and o.xecutive authority. The provision, therefore, had been made in tho Act 
that on this matter tho opinion of the Governor-General should be accepted as final, 
but before that stage was reached, before the Federal Authority was formed and 
before the question had aiisen, whether or not a paiticular matter was one of 
jirinciplo or executive authority, it was sought to define by this Bill that as far as 
hxing the maximum and minimum fares aio concerned it was not a matter of policy 
but was a ])ower to be conferred on tlm Fedeial Railway Authority without question 
or examination Mr. Desai argued that if the question of rates and fares had been 
regarded as a matter of principle it would have fouiiil a place in the Act itself, and 
as it did not find a place it was clear it had been left within tho sphere of the Fedeial 
Legislature. It wms, therefore, lather premature to say liow a particular power or 
authority w^ould fit into the rest of the scheme. He concluded by declaring that no 
occasion had aiisen foi amendm^mt of tho Railway Act 

Sir Thomas JSteirart regretted that the debate had developed on somewhat 
difleient lines fiom what ho had anticipated The issue which he had presented to 
the House was simple and he came forward with no such Machiavelian designs as 
the opposition had supposed. There w’as no principle involved in the Bill, as tlioio 
was no fresh recognition of Federation and the railway Authority, because the 
Indian Railway Act already couforicd tho widest powets on the Goveinmont. Nor 
did he think theio was any new principle involved in tho process of fixing the 
maxima and minima rates of fares Fuithermore, theio was no attempt on his part 
to demoribtiate that m the present ciicumstances there was an omission m tho 
Railway Act. All they wore doing was to legislate for any futuie coutingencv. He 
was not at present in a position to say when that future contingency was likely to 
arise. Sir Thomas Stewart concluded : “I don’t propose to follow tho previous 
speakers in then defence or attack of the constitution of the Railway Authority. I am 
prepared to accept the motion for circulation ” 

At this stage Mr. Jinnah intervened and declaied himself against the motiou for 
circulation, Unless tho Government placed before tho House all their caids he was 
strongly opposed to the principle of the Bill. It was leally surprising that the 
Government should have brought the motion for consideration so lightly, and it was 
even mere regrettable that the ('ongress party should move for its ciicuiation. There 
was a definite principle involved m this measure. Tho House had deelaied in unequi- 
vocal terms its stout opposition to the scheme of Federation. And liere was the 
Government coming forward with a Bill whicli sought to give tho futuie Federal 
Railway Authority power to fix the maxima and minima lates. It was a straight 
demand and he did not seo w'hat was there to get public opinion for ? The question 
before the House, Mr. Jinnah continued, was whether they were going to be party, 
directly or indirectly, to any enactment of this nature, which would give effect to 
the entile Govoinment of India Act, 1935, “So long as we aio m this House,” Mr. 
Jinnah said, ‘^we can never agree to tho Government imposing the whole scheme on 
us. J must oppose the Bill wholesale as it seeks, bit by bit and step by stop, to 
bring into force, directly and indirectly, the Federal Act, to which we are stoutly 
opposed.” The House adopted the motion for circulation and adjourned. 

Child Ma.71riaoe Restraint Amend, Bill 

10th. FEBRUARY : — A large number of visitors, the majority of whom being 
members of the fan sex, heard a good deal about boys, girls, early mairiago, con- 
summation, pubeity, and so on, in connection with Mr. B. Das's Bill to amend 
certain defects in the fearda Act The sponsor of the Bill expressed optimism that 
inasnauch as the Government appeared to him to be sympathetic to social measures 
of this type, he would soon find tlo) House full of half-men and half- women and 
apologised to the women of India for the many sins their men-folk had committed 
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against them. lie then proceeied to mercilessly attack that champion of the Sana- 
tanist cause, Mr. B-njnath Bajoria for his incorrii'iblo orthodoxy, allowing the 
Calcutta member to remark “It is all arrant nonsense.” 

Pandit Nilkantha Das brought homo his point to the IIouso that the Bill was a 
good one, alth;ugh Sir Nrtpendra Sircar enquired perplexedly of the Pandit whether 
he meant bulls while he was talking about agricultural science. 

Although Sir Nrtpendra Sircar gave his support to the Bill, he put a damper on 
Mr B Das’s optimism with the observation that there would never be a gathering 
of half -men and women in the House. In that case mairiage would no longer be 
necessary. 

Speaking as a Sanatamst Muslim, Sir A. IL Ohuxnavi opposed the Bill in so far 
as it relate-i to his community. iSir A. II. Ohuzuavi charged all his mtei nijiters with 
“Colossal Ignorance”. In his attempts to prove the futility of the Bill he wont to 
the undorwoild of Calcutta to cite the examples of sex “Goondas” when Sir Nnpen- 
dra Sircar asked him “how do you know that they are Goondas amidst defeaumg 
laughter. 

The last sp^^akor was Mr. Bajoria, who, at the outset of his marathon speech 
lasting raoie than two houis, opposed the Bill, on “Religious, social, political, moral 
and medical grounds’ and chafged tlu» Government with enteiing into an unholy 
alliance with the Congress but Su N. N. Sircar assured Mr Bajoria that the Saida 
Act did not prohibit such an alliance. Mr. Bajoria fell like a deadly avalanche ou 
Congress Ministiies for sponsoring such rneasuios as Temple Entry Bills etc, in the 
provinces and thundered : The Congiess is uow anxious to captuie the Temples.” 
Mr. Bajoria was nulled up by the Piesident and at last sat down in disgust. Tlio 
debate was adjourrusl to be lesumoi on the next non-olTicial day and the Bouse 
adjourned till the 14th. 

Railway Budoet for 19‘58-39 

14th. FEBRUARY Railway estimates for 1918-39 presented by Sir Thomas 
Stpivart 111 the Assembly to-day foiocast for 19.17-38 a sui plus of about 2 and three- 
fourth crores against a veiy small surplus of about 15 lakhs originally estimated, and 
for 1938-39 a surplus of 2 and a half crores. 

Revised estimate of surplus on railways for 1937-33 exceeds the actual surplus of 
last year bv 1 and a half cioies. The improvement is duo mainly to increase in 
traffic earnings. Total traffic leceipts of State lines are expected to reach 94 and 
one-fouith croics— about 2 and a half crores more than last year and 3 and a half 
crores more than the original estimite. Total wot king expenses are a little over 
02 crores including \i and a h.iU cioies for depreciation, or 1 and one-thiid crores 
more than last vear. Snipin') of 2 and three-fonith cioies ^YiU be \»a\d to Central 
Tevennos It wd\ fall short of the iuU contnVmtion by one and a halt crores. Ibe 
b:ilan<’H in the depreciation fnntl will stand at a little under 19 crores. 

Budget estimate for 1938-39 assumes traffic leccipts of 94 and oiie-foiirth crores— 
the same a.s in the current lear The fall m traffic earnings since December last and 
the present world conditions make it extis-moly difficult to estimate forward with 
any certainty and prec'udo a moio optimistic outlook Total woikiiig exiienses will 
amount to G2 and a lialf crores and will be a half cioie moie than in the curieut 
year. The increase is mainly duo to increased co^t of coal and other law materials 
Balance of depreciation fond at tho end of the ycai will bo a little over 24 
and thiee-fourth crores. The gross totil woiks programme is 12 and three-fourth 
croies. Of this amount, about half a croie is proposed to be sjient oi Sind Right 
Bank feeder lines and Pitlioro Tando Mitliakh.in Railway alluded to last year. An 
extension is to be built to link up Khadio on the Mirpurkhas Khadro biaucli of tho 
Jodhpur Railway with Nawabshah on the mam hue of the North Western Railway. 
Track lenewals account for 4 crores, bridge work for tliree-fouith crore, other 
structural works for 3 croies and rolling stock for 4 and a half crores. 

Piograrame includes provision of about 2,800 genoial service wagons to meet 
increase in traffic demands, of which about 2,100 are broad gauze general service 
wagons to be added to the pool. After deductions totalling 1 and thiee-foiiith crores 
from the above gioss figure for certain credits and for redaction in stores balance 
and an allowance (I and a half crores), based on past experience for unforeseen 
delays in the execution of woiks or in obtaining supplies, the net amount of the 
programme is 9 and a half crores. 

Referring to coal, Sir Thomas Stewart said that, apart from the increase in the 
cost, the question of adequacy of supply had been a source of great anxiety through- 
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out the year. Owing to acute shortage of labour in Ranigunj and Jherria coalfields, 
Railways early in tlie year had to face serious depletion of stocks. Deliveries from 
market collieries woie considerably in arrears. The general position in regard to 
supplies threatened to be critical not only for i ail ways but also for industry in 
general. To meet this emergency, Government had decided to increase substantially 
the output from State-owned collieries to relieve the embarrassment of railways and 
also to release market supplies for the industrial user. 

After referiing biietly to the action taken in pursuance of the recommendations 
of the Railway Enquiry Committee presided over by 8ir Ralph Wedgwood last cold 
whether, Sir Thomas Stewart alluded to road motor transport competition, and 
remaiked that, with a view to creating additional trafhc and winning back some of 
the passenger traffic which in recent years had been lost by lailw^ays to the roads, it 
had been decided to try rail cais on" the North Western Kiilway where conditions 
appealed paiticularly " favourable and, on a lesser scale, on the Bombay Baioda and 
Central Indian Railway, fie also said that, as motor tianspoit had come to stay and 
could, in ceitairi circumstances, offer to the travelling public facilities and amonetios 
which the railways did not, it had i'eeii decided to piovide exi>erimontalIy for road 
sei vices comjihmentary to the railway on the now road leoently opened between 
headqnaiter towns of Lyallpiir and Jhaug Districts in the Punjab. 

In regard to labour, he remaiked that in this sphere, the maintenance of harmo- 
nious industrial relations was of cardinal importance, and it was necessary for 
raihvavs, the laigest individual employei of laboui in India, to irapiove the macliineiy 
for the jirevention and settlement of disputes The (rovernment of India had, there- 
fore, appointed, as an expeiimental measuie, a Conciliation Officer at (;alcutta, who 
would be concerned for the present with railways having their headqnaiteis at that 
place. His duty would bo ffist to establish and maintain contact with railway ad- 
ministrations and their employees, and secondly, in the event of any actual or 
threatened dispute bet\\ ecu these paities, to endeavour to miintam or restore liar- 
monius lelations. The intention was lhat after the Concilation Officer had completed 
his oiganisation, an Industiial Advisory Board under the Chairmanship of Sir 
liahid Suhrawaidy should be established to which the Concilation Officer could refer 
disputes which he found himself unable to resolve. This boaid would be charged 
with the duty of advising the Railway Board on the issues involved. 

Referiing to the popular oiior which regards railways as the relentless enemies 
of the development of other foims of transpoit, he made the position of railway and 
Government in th.s mattci clear, and said, “Both the i ail ways and the Oovoinment 
of India are no loss alive than otheis to the economic advantages to themselves as to 
the community as a wdiole of a sane and orderly developminit of Road systems and 
road transport. They cannot for obvious reasons stand aside and watch the destruc- 
tion thioiigh uneconomic comjietition of a national asset valued at over 750 crores ; 
but they are at all times icady to co-operate in any sclieme foi the oo-ordination of 
transpoit facilities vliich is to the ultimate economic ad vantage's of the cornniunity. It 
was with a view to promote such co-oidmation that the jioitfoho of Railways and 
Communications was cieated and, as fust Member la charge of that poit folio, 1 wish 
to give the assurance that the endeavours of the depaitmcnts within my chaige will 
be directed towaiJs that end”. 8ir Thomas concluded witli a cot dial expiession of 
Government’s sense of gratitude of those chaiged with the administration and opera- 
tion of Indian railways, and of appiociation of their sei vices. 

Standing Co.mmittee oi Indian Ahmv (Contd.) 

15lh FEBRUARY By 53 to 43 votes the Assembly passed to-day the following 
lesolutioQ sjionsored by the Congress Paity : 

“This Assembly recommends to the Goveinor-Oeneial-in-Conncil that in order to 
associate elected members of the Central Legislature with the Indian Army, an early 
provision should be made for the election of a Standing Committee of the Indian 
Army, provided that the functions of the said Committee shall include tendering advice 
to the Goveruor-Geneial-m-Coimcil on such mattois us he may refer to the Committee 
from time to time with particular refoience to (1) sending of Indian troops outside 
India, (2) new proposals involving additional oxpenditme and (3) Indiauization of 
the army.” 

When the Assembly resumed further discussion on Mr. N. V QadgiVs resolution 
urging the election of a Standing Committee of the Indian Array for the Association 
^of elected members of the Central Legislature with the Indian Army, Mr. Asaf AH 
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move! an amendment for the addition of the followin'? to the ori^jinal resolution : — 
“Provided the functions of the said Committee shall include tendering of advice to 
the Governor-fJcneral-in-Oouncil on such matters as he may refer to the Committee 
from time to time with particular refe’onco to (1) sending the Indian troops outside 
India; (2) new proposals involving adlitional expenditure and (3) Indianization of 
the Army.” 

Mr. Asaf Ah claimed that his amendment removed the objections raised against 
Mr. Gadgil’s resolution. A similar resolutnin was debUoi in the Assembly in 1936 
and adopted unanimously, and since then the only action taken by the Government has 
been the appointment of some sort of an ‘Ad hoc’ Committee, which has been consulted 
on small and trivial matters. But fiora the international situation moving in the East 
anyboly could see that the time hid now come when a permanent committee was 
necessiry for corisiilt iti > i on rhi_ viral pron.'^ns of the defence of the countr3\ 
Such consultation would allay suspicion and hoartburning on questions like India- 
nization in whicli connectiou the fe cling in the country was that only one-third of 
the present British Army was really required for purposes of internal security and the 
cost of the other two-thirds could not legitimately be chaiged in the Indian revenues . 

Mr. Ogdvie^ Defence Seciotary, said that he was not concerned with any consti- 
tutional issue bat only witli tlio policy of the Defence Department, There was a 
misapprehension in the Opposition benches as legaids the constitution and the function 
of the committee of Imperial l)-‘ferice The condition in England was quite different, 
and ordinuily the merabuisliip of the Committee was com'med to a person who either 
achieved the Cabinet rank or became a member of the Government or the head of the 
lighting forces. Another allegation against the Government was that such a Com- 
mittee was piornised liy his predecessor. After lecalhng the previous debate Mr 
Ogilvio declared that tlio Govoiniiieut on not a single occasion even hinted the possi- 
bility of appointing Standing Committee as suggested m the resolution. As regards 
the constitutional position, the Defence iSecietaiy said that in no country m the 
woild was the legislatiue allo\vc*d to encroach on the zespousibiJities of the Executive 
Government in legaid to the administiation of the defence services. Biich a claim 

would be thoioughly unsound, impracticable and constitutional anomaly. At the same 

time the Government m the past had not been ignoring unofficial opmion on defence 
questions. To quote only a few instances, non-officials woie associated with the Skeen 
Committee and the Shea Coraraittoo which dealt with territorial battalions. There is 
alieady a Public Accounts Cjinmittee of the Assembl}^ which scrutinises every item 
of expenditure aud auy otliur committee for doing the same function will be super - 
lluous. Whouever questions arose ou which the Government thought that such con- 
sultations would bo fuutful, they did have consultation in the past and would do so in 
future. Moreover, the Government were always keen on giving the fullest facilities 
to non-official morabeis to lureiest themselves in numerous Government publi- 
cations m this lespect, which were always open to members and the public. If any 

member or group of membois made sugge>tians or brought to the notice of the Gov- 
ernment matters bearing on the Defence Dopartmeutj such communications would be 
most caiefully cousideied. He thought that the resolutiou was inopportune and ho 
opposed it. 

After Mr. OadgU had brielly replied, the resolution, as amended by Mr. Asaf Ali, 
was put to the House and carried by 53 votes to 45 

CiiiLU Marruge Restralvt Amend. Bill (Contd) 

16 th. FEBRUARY i—Syed Gulam Bhik Natrang resumed the debate on Mr. B. Das’s 
Bill to-day, and said that the Muslims had opposed the Baida Act fiom the begin- 
ing as a result of wdiich the Act remained a dead letter. As the representative of a 
Muslim Constituency, he ojiposed the strengthening of the Act, but would not stand 
m the way of the Hindus legislating in the matter for themselves. 

Mr. Thirumal Rao supported the measure aud rebutted the sugi^estion that it 
UQrsstncted power to tlie police and added that even if it erred m this direction, 
suitable modifications could be made m the Select Committee. Mr. Umar Ali Shah 
gave coDius quotations from Sanskrit texts in suppoit of the principles of the Bill, 
^ j ® Mr- Narain Singh deprecated mixing up of religion and social reform, 
Md attempting to thwart a social reform by a wrong interpretation of religion. Mr. 

Pande and Mr, B. N. Ohaudhury fuither supported the Bill. 

1 1 replying to the debate tbanked the supporters of his motion, particu- 

larly the Home Momber and the Law member. He read a telegram from Captain 
13 
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Hamrakhmal Bhandari, Lahore, received by himself, Mr. Bajoria and the Home 
Member, saying “As an humble and practical thanks -giving for the noble support by 
the Government, the Congress and other Members to Mr. Das’s Bill to stiffen Sarda 
Act, I, on behalf of our daughters and sons, offer Rs. 5,000 for erecting a column on 
the Assembly ground for insoiibing in gold the names of the benevolent supporters 
and m biack the opposers for the posterity to know our saviours and destroyers. 

Mr. Das*s motion was carried amid cheers. 

The House devoted the rest of the sitting to two Bills of Sardar Santsingh to 
amend section 103 and 167 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The first Bill was 
rejected without a division, while the discussion of the second had not concluded 
when the House adiourned. 

General Discussion of Railway Budget 

17th. FEBRUARY The House took up general discussion of the Railway Budget 
to-day. Mr. A. C. Dutta opened it with a speech complaiuing against oxtiavaganco 
m the shape of air-couditioued coaches, while third cla^s pisseiigers were denied 
bare necessities and against the Railway collienes raising their output on the pretext 
of labour difficulty. The Rulwavs woio thoroby euteimg into competition with 
private mme-owners, and fie reminded the House that to hit a key industry sueli as 
the coal industry was to hit all the industry in the country. Ho also ciiticised the 
“unfair competition” of the Railways with motoi transport iiidustiy. 

Mr. Sri Prakisa congratulated the fust Menabei for Communications on the 
optimistic tone of his speech and the windfall he had received in the fust of 
his term but legretted the abstmee of any leferinoe to disisters m the part of the 
year. He complained that Railways in India weie lunniug too fast, considering the 
strain imposed on the track by the Indian climate. 

Dr. Zxauddtn criticised the present method of a'locating ono-six^ioth of the capital 
charge to the depreciation fund and urged that railway transport should b3 made 
more attractive to tradesmen and travellers. 

Sir Henry Gidney stionglv uigid leludion in the into--»st charges and com- 
plained that the fiailvvay Board was speuJing mmev on c justi ocrion in tlie north 
and the west, while it was neglecting the south, lie disapprove 1 of the appoint- 

m»^nt of a Conciliation Olficer at Calcutta. He vigiioisly pleaded fui the rights of 

Buboi’dinate employees, such as a fioo pass, which ha'l been curtailed on the ground 
of economy. Ecouomv was a nice thing, but economy and efficiency weie strange 
bed-fellows, and economy hai been puisued m ooitain directions in oider to give a 
surplus budget to the Finance Member, wh), he said, had the “political face of tlie 
sanguinary Ghazi and methods of the super- modem Shylock 

Mr Azharali took the Railway Board severely to task for failure to encourage 
Trade Unions which had run on hca'thy lines, ani deolart'd tha*^ the Riilway Mem- 
ber’s desire for harmonious relations between laboui ani employers would not be 
fulfilled unless tiade unionism of the light type was fostered. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi pointed out the shoitcomiugs in the Railway Boaid’s annual 

reports and said that they had faned to give a complete picture foi instance, the 

reader did not get a full idea of luw much money was available for the purpose of 
pioviding amenities to the travelling public and how much thereof was spent ou 
each passenger. The Railways claimed to be run on commercial principles, but the 
first principle of giving the greatest attention to the best customer, namely, the 
third class passengers, was not followed. Mr. Joshi also referred to the neglect of 
the subordinate staff on whom the effect of fluctuations in revenue in the shape of 
retrenchment bore moie severely than on the higher staff. He compared the wage 
bill of 135 crores of rupees on British Railways with a mileage of 20,000 and 559,000 
men with 32 crores spent on this item on Indian Railways with mileage of 40,000 
employing 597,000 men. 

Sir A. H. Qhuznavt referred to the Bihta disaster and the strong comments 
made hy Sir John Ihom on the way his ordeis were being trifled with by Counsel 
lor the Railway He recalled the proposal made by him years ago, namely, that in 
case of railway accidents a Coroners enquiry should be instituted and the bodies 
should be handed over to the relatives as far as possible. There should also be a 
judicial enquiry. He justified the Railways’ action in increasing coal raisings and 
said that the mine-owners who failed to deliver the coal promised nad no ground for 
complsint. 
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Mr. 8. K, Bom thought that the surplus this year was nothing for which the 
Railway administration deserved congratulation, considering that 750 orores of capital 
had been employed. He referred to the haste with which the authorities produced 
air-conditioned coaches for which there was little demand, with delay in produeing 
improved third class coaches of the type shown to the members as long ago as 1933. 

Sir Thomas Stewart replied to the debate in detail. He explained that the 
absence of any rofeience to the Hihla or Barmrauli disaster in his speech did not 
imply lack of humanity on the part of the Government who expressed sympathy 
immediately after the occurrence. He refrained from alluding to it in his speech in 
presenting "the budget inasmuch as the matter was subject to a judicial enquiry. He 
rebutted the charge of extravagance and manipulation of rates policy to subordinate 
Indian interests to that of foreign. As regards the question of corruption among 
the staff, It had been raised from year to year and he declared that the Government 
were as anxious as anyone else to remove this blot. -‘Let us have,” he said, 
“specific information and we all follow it up relentlessly until the wrong-doer is 
severely punished.” Referiing to that complaint that the new type of third class 
carriages approved in 1935 had not been built he pointed out that the single standard 
typo carriage in all Railways was not possible and it had been left to the Railways 
to adopt the standard to suit local conditions. The house then adjourned. 

Tea Control Bill (Contd) 

18th. FEBRUARY Mr R. Dow moved to-day that the Tea Control Bill as 
reported by the select committee bo taken into consideration. 

Ho dealt with the changes mad*^ by the select committee and said that the 
Government had no objection in principle to the suggestion that the members of the 
lea licensing committee should be elected and not nominated. The other proposal 
accented by the select committee, namely, that the licensing committee should have 
an official chairman nominate.! by the central committee was according to Mr. Dow 
bettor, cheaper and moie efficient than setting up an appeal board proposed by some 
of the amendments hitheito lecetvei. The object was that the small giower should 
foel that his application foi the export quotas was being faiily dealt with and the 
Government thought that this object was better achieved by their proposal for the 
appointment of an official chan man than by an appeal board. If the Government’s 
pioposal was accepted, it was their intention to appoint to the post an Indian 
officer of the Goveinmeut 'iNitb some distiict experience and some experience of 
commeicial raattnrs He opposed the other amendments regarding the representation 
of minor inieiests, becausi* those amendments would result m the minority interests 
getting reprtisoritation in excess of the majority interests. The House carried the 
motion and adjourned till the 21st. 

Voting on Railway Budget Demands 

FEBRUARY : — The House to-dav commenced discussion of demands for grants 
under the Railway Budget Mr, N. M. Josht moved two cuts of Rs. 100 each under 
Railway Boaid, one to discuss provident fund to low paid employees, and the other to 
discuss" certain grievances of Railwaymen. Both were rejected.' 

Mr. Joshi moving the first motion dwelt on the urgent need of the provision of 
provident fund in accordance with the recommendation of the Labour Commission, 
which had suggested to bo compulsory in the case of employees drawing Rs. 20 and 
above and voluntary In the case of those drawing less than Rs. 20. 

Moving the second cut Mr. Joshi dealt at length with the grievances such as non- 
recognitiou of B. N R. and B B & i'J I. Railway Unions, hours of work, and em- 
ployment of contractors for woik such as cleaning of engines, which was essentially 
a departmental work. He dec'ared that contiaot work was likely to result in 
deterioration of engines and exploitation of labour or corruption. 

The decision of the Railway Board to increase the raising from their own collieries 
was discussed following a cut motion moved by Mr. A. C. Dutta. Mr. Dutta said 
that his mam object ia moving the cut was to suggest remedies for out-throat com- 
petition and to solve the problem of conservation of coal. Railway contracts, he said, 
mast be secured by all smaller collieries, and by many larger ones. Much could be 
done if the Railway Board consulted beforehand the trade interests regarding the 
particular coal roquiiements of railways for the coming year as well as with regard 
to the prospects of the industry generally during the next twelve mouths. He urged 
a re-examinatioo of the present method of oallmg tenders. 
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Sir Thomas Stewart^ replying to the debate, explained that the Government had 
entered into no absolute commitment not to raise any more coal. Sir Joseph Bhore 
had, in fact, stated m the Assembly that the Goveinment were in a position to raise 
all railways’ requirements from their own collieiies at prices advantageous to them- 
selves, but they adopted the self-denying course of action to restrict the output in 
order to assist the industry. He also pointed out that the announcement made in 
his Budget speech this year regaiding the increase in output was new, but it was 
well-known to the industry. As regards Mr. Chapman Mortimei’s speech Sir Thomas 
said . “I realise quite fully that our present tender system with its curnbrousness is 
undoubtedly a drawback to the coal industry as a whole. 1 do not know' wheiher it 
can be improved, but I am prepai’ed to take the Hon. member at his word and meet 
the loprcsontatives of the coal industry with a view to seeing whether we can devise 
any possible method of issuing our tenders which will tasc the situation and make 
things easier for the coal industiv as a whole,” 

In view^ of these assurances, Mr. A. C. Dutta withdiew his motion. 

Str Henry Oidney moved four cut motions. The first was moved to criticise tho 

increasing practice of the railway administration of adveitising for posts of drivers 
and guards instead of filling them by promotion fiom low’ci grades This, ho charac- 
terised, as an instance of “dishonest economy.” 

Str Thomas Stewart exfilained that he had no infoimation t'xcept ivhat had been 
given by tho mover. But tlie practice of advertising was in acconlancc w'ith the 
wishes of the Assembly which recommended that certain communal proportion in the 
railway service should be maintained. The motion was rejected. 

The second motion was intended to draw attention to tlic juaftico of the railw^ay 
administration of reducing the grade of employees as a puLi'shment fm mistakes 
instead of imposing fines. 

Mr. A. G. Clow gave an assurance that they liad no intention to act outside the 

provisions of the rules. Str Heyiry Qtdney wiihdiew the motion 

Tho third motion was moved to urge the restoration of pass privileges. Str Thomas 
Stewart stated that the question w'as receiving the attention of tlie Government. The 
mover thereupon withdrew tho motion. He also withdrew the forth cut on Sir 
Thomas’s promise to enquire into the complaint t^hat many employees bad been made 
to act for years without confirmation m their posts. The question of tho composition 
of the staff attacht^d to the office of the Conciliation officer in Calcutta was raised by 
Sir Henry Gidney by a fifth cut motion, the dibCU.ssion on which liad not concluded, 
when the house adjourned. 

22nd FEBRUARY . — Mr. Clow pointed out that a discussion on the merits of 
Colonel Wagstaff was irrelevant to the motion before the House. Goverumont agreed 
that the work of the Conciliation officer which was in essonce pioneer work in India 
could not be carried on without subordinates, and proposals in tins respect had al- 
ready been received from Colonel Wagstaff. Tho motion was negatived. 

Sir Henry Oidney moved two moi'e cuts, the fust relating to tho imposition of 
undue demands from employees of the G. I. F. Kailway iii respect of house rent, and 
the •second relating to salaries of railway employees and apprentices who were in 
railway service before the introduction of coordinated rates of pay and the new scales 
of pay with special reference to tho East Indian Railway. Both the motions were 
withdrawn on an assurance from Sir Thomas Stewart that the Railway Board would 
be prepared to go into the grievances if full details were given to them. 

With regard to another cut by the same member on the difficulty of the staff in 
obtaining leave owing to inadequate leave reserve, Sir Thomas Stew’ait assured the 
mover that enquiries were already afoot to ascertain how fai leave privileges were 
nullified by insufficient leave reserves. The cut was wnthdiawn, 

Mr. A. C. Dutta, on behalf of the nationalists, moved a cut to discuss the policy 
regarding rate and freight affecting commerce and industry. Ho said that one of 
the main functions of railways in anv country was to foster’ commerce and industry 
and it was regrettable that Indian Railways wore not working up to the public ex- 
pectations in this regard The fact was amply borne out by remarks made by tho 
industrial and fiscal commissions. Even the Fablic Accounts Gomraittoe which took 
the matter in 1935 had held the same view. The Speaker quoted views not 
of professional agitators or of irresponsible politicians but of different Chambers of 
Commerce who were competent to speak in tho matter in support of his contention. 
He thought that there was considerable force behind the non-official opinion that the 
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railway freight policy, more and more tended to discourage Indian industry. A re- 
orientkion of the railway policy was essential to rehabilitate Indian industries. 

Sir Thomas Siewart explained at length the actions taken by the Government 
since 1934 to meet pubic demand in respect of the lates policy of the railways. The 
railway conference association in 1934 examined the question and felt the collection 
of mere statistics would cost no mean sum of twenty lakhs vStill later, the agents met 
the representatives of commercial and agiicultural interests, and it was then ascer- 
tained that their demand was not an adjustment of rates, hut a general reduction of 
existing rates. There was no denying the fact that tho problem of rates was almost 
immense, and tho railway Board came to the conclusion that more could be achieved 
by instructing the diffeient railways to keep in touch with comraeicial and industrial 

interests, and adjust tho rate structure bit by bit to suit local requirements, than 

attemjit tho immense task of complete icvisiou. Alluding to tho char o that the rail- 
way police discouraged tlio indigenous mdustry, 8ir Thomas Stewart denied such 
allvigation, and gave instances of steel, coineut, glassware, machinery, piecegoods, 
sugar, confectionary as being some of the more important Indian " manufactures 
which enjoyed concessional ticatmeut at the hands of the railways. Furtheimore, 

Railways were ar all times conscious of the interests of agriculture, and definito 

insti notions had been issued to agents to keep in closest touch with the Directors of 
agncultuie and marketing officers of the various pioviiices, with a view to co-operating 
and co-ordinatiug then effoits to secuio better and new markets for agricultural 
pioduce 

Mr. Duttas motion was piossed to a division, and rejected by 42 votes to 35. 

Mouh'i Abdul Gham moved a cut to discuss the failuie of the Railway Board to 

ciifoice tho iccruiiraent of 25 jier cent Muslims to the railway services. He ex- 
jtlaiued that it would take at least ninety years to reach 25 per cent ratio if the 
presout pace of recruitment was followed. 

8ir Thomas Stewart said that the 25 per cent limit wa^ fixed in 1934 and since 
then the policy of rcciuitment had been diiected towards that end. But it was 
obviously irapossihhi to have tho same flat rate of percentage all over India owing 
to tho uno\oii d'stnbuiKm of the Muslim population. For example, sixty per cent 

had been fixed for the North Western Railway while the percentage over total 

number of Muslims in the services did not till now’ by any mt^ans approach the 
figure of 25 uei cent but theie never was an undertak'ng given by the Government 
that this could be acliicved immediately as if by magic The Government realised 
that the process could only he veiy slow’- if they confined their recruitment to the 
lowest laiiks onlv and fiesh steps had now been taken to see that there was recruit- 
ment at intei mediate stages up to tho extent of twenty per cent of vacancies. The 
motion w'as withdrawn. 

Mr Azhnr Alt moved the next cut urging a reduction by 33 per cent in expenses 
as a measure of economy m the traffic department. The debate had not concluded 
when tho House adjourned. 


23rd. FEBRUARY Mr. Mahommad Azhar Alis cut motion moved yesterday 
urging reduction in the expenses of the traffic department by 33 per cent as a 
measure of economy was further discussed in the Assorablv and eventually rejected. 

Sir Thomas Stewart gave the a‘^surauce that railw’ays were carrying out as much 
economy as possible but the truest economy might not alwa^s bo reduction in expen- 
diture but the iindei taking of jirofitabie expenditure that results in the expansion of 
revenue. 

Mr. Abdur JRasheed Choudhry's cut motion to discuss the non-iSvSuing of fort- 
nightly, monthly and forty-five days’ return tickets by the Assam Bengal Railway 
W’as next considered. 

Mr, Do Souza (Railway Board) explained that the issue of return tickets was 
governed by conditions of each railway and said that on the Assam Bengal Railway 
at present the Mela Bazar and week end tickets were being issued which suited the 
conditions prevailing in the area served by the railway. Whether the issue of 
return tickets covering a longer period was possible, would depend on the additional 
revenue it was calculated to bring. Ho undertook to send the mover’s observation 
during the debate to the agent of the railway for consideration and discussion with 
the local advisory committee. 

The motion was pressed to a division and carried by 55 to 38 votes. 
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Catering arrangemeLts on railways formed the subjeot of a keen debate in the 
afternoon, when Sir A. H. Ohaznavt moved a cut motion to discuss shortcomings 
in the existing methods of providing these amenities. Sir A. H. Ghaznavi traced 
most of the defects to the system under which sub-contracts were given by contractors. 

Sir Thomas Stewart, replying, said that the Railway Board and the Government 
of India were full of svmpathy for the motives which led to the moving of the 
motion. They agreed to the proposition that catering arrangements should be such 
as to provide the maximum of convenience and benefit to passengers at a reasonable 
cost. He pointed out that the subject had been engaging the Board’s attention, and 
as a result of their investigation a laigo mass of documentary evidonoo had been 
accumulated which was under consideiation. He said the debate was an opportune 
one and the speeches made on the motion would be placed before the Railway Board. 

The mover accepted the assurance and withdrew the motion. 

Sir Zia Uddtn moved a cut motion to discuss the conditions of labour and the 
system of supplying coolies. The motion was supported by Prof. N. G. Banga and 
and Mr. H. M. Abdullah, who all condomced the ‘vicious’ system of coolie contracts 
whereby both the poor coolies and railways weio exploited. The contractors imposed 
various exhorbitaut levies on the ciolies and in support of their ccntontiou they 
read out memoiials fiom coolies of the Lahore, Delhi and Howrah junctions. 

Sir Thomas Stewart uiged the members not to bo piejudiced by the tvpo of memo- 
rials submitted on behalf of the coolies ; it was possible that while the coritractoia 
took the trouble to collect coolies they incurred some expense which they loalised 
from the coolies themselves Railways did not come in the picture as the coolies 
\<t‘re not the employees of the lailways. 

The motion was earned by 52 votes to 4d. The House adjourned 

24th FEBRUARY : — Most of the pre-lunch sitting of the Assembly was devoted 
to the debate on the Indianisation of railway sei vices and the Railway Board on 
Mr. Abdul Qaiyum'a cut motion. Mr. Ab.lul Qaixiun quoted a senes of figures 
w'hich, he said, showed that posts that really matteied, and which meant power to 
direct policy weio hiild by Euiopeans who uere safely entrenched in spite of the 
talk of ludiauisatiou. He declaied that the tendency" was, with the approach of 
Federation, to use the centre as a haven of lefuge foi all European officeisfo 
whom posts W'ero being cieated on one pietext or another The appointment 
Indians were not a mattci of aigument. It was the right and necessaiy thing to do^ 
and the time had come for railw'ay authorities to make a solemn declaration that all 
appointments would go to-ludians and not a single person would be lecruited from 
abioad. 

Sir Thomas Stewart said that the question had been debated often in the House. 
He referred to the policy adopted by Governmoiit iii 1925-26, namely that r*^cruit- 
ment in future should be 75 per cent Indians and 25 per cent Europeans and affirmed 
that this had been faithfully followed. (Voices . No No) “Figures said that during 
the ten years 1924-35 to 1936-37, the number of Superior ludian officois weie 
increased from 320 to 500 simultaneously witli a decrease of 257 European officers. 
Recruitment, duiing that period, had been 157 Indian Officers as against 38 Euro- 
peans or 34 3 against 74 8, but the mover of the cut relied on sentiment against 
which figures were of no avail. The annual locruitmont of Europeans to the higher 
service was sometning like three per cent and the mover of the out obviously did 
not want these three extra po-^ts for Indians. What ho seemed to want was the 
immediate demotion of so manv European officers, who wore at the head of services 
and their replacement by Indians. Sir Thomas Stewart said that that was hts 
deduction and added that would be to undertake a process involvir^ repudiation of 
terms of contract and he was sure that the House did not want it. He did uot agree 
that any undertaking had been given regarding the apnoiutment of Indian agents. 
Replying to a question at the end of his speech, Sir Thomas Stewart said that 35 

E er cent of recruitment was decided upon as the result of the investigation of the 
100 Commission. He denied the charge of discrimmation. 

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum’s cut motion was passed without a division. 

Mr. K. Sanatanam, moving a cut to discuss the manufacture of locomotives in 
India, referred to the figures given by Sir Mahomed Zifrullah IChau last year. He 
said that 200 locomotives per year, which Sir Mahimri Zifrullah had said was the 
minimum production necessary t) mike a locomotive factory an economic success, 
was produced even in EugUud by only one factory. Sir Zifrulla Khan’s figure was, 
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therefore, excessive, but, declared the speaker, the annual requirements of 
India were 253 locomotives, besides the same number of boilers in normal 
times. These requirements no doubt had decreased now, but this was because the 
railways between 1925 and 1931 had purchased m excess of requirements of India 
253 locomotives, besides the same number of boilers in noimal times and also because, 
after the depression the necessity was felt of reducing the number of engines. He 
was sure that normal number purchases would restart within five years, which was 
the period required to install and put into working order a locomotive woikshop in 
India. India was already producing metro gauge engines at Ajmer, and the only 
obstacle to the workshop there in supplying the needs of all railways was an Act 
of Parliament. What remained therefoie, was to built a factory for broad gauge 
engines. Jle dwelt on the great technical and metallurgical skill involved in the 
manufacture of locomotive, which India would gam. and spoke on the advantage from 
th#» view point of impeiial considerations of a locomotive workshop in India. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desat, m an impassioned speech, declaiei that the Question was 
being brought befoio the House not as a mere matter of ceusnre. ‘'When we tell 
them (Government) what we want we know what wo want and this House demands 
its fultilraent, not meiely its recording”. It is no use pointing out, as a member of 
the European group had done, the great strides made by Indian industry. For that 
no thanks weie duo to (iloverumeat. The Tariff B)ard had declared the locomotive 
industry as ouo of the essential mduitries which must be started. The talk of 
making it a business proposition was all very well, but he asked whether railways 
built m India was a commercial proposition The answer was no They were political and 
military piopositions. They wore built in such a hurry following the mutiny that they 
cost three times what tliey should have cost as a husmess pioposition. The manner 
in which the talk of a business pioposition was indulged in had gone beyond a joke. 

fc)”' Thomas Steivart iei»lying pointed out that India could not be self-sufficient 
regarding at least 95 per cent ot the manufactuie of engines. He explained that the 
figuies given by the mover weio different from the estimate prepaied hy engineers. 
The mover reckoned the requiieraents as about 250 locomotives and tfie sime number 
of boilers, but the engiueeis estimated that piobablo hguies upto 1935 would be 33 
broad gauge and 29 metei gauge engines per \ear. The average purchases in the 
past nine years had been 27 broad gauge and 31 raetie giugc ones Thoie had been 
going on for sometime past a process of economical utilisation of locomotives and 
the locomotive situation, theiefoie, was obscure. It was impossible to say that tho 
railways would buy anything like the number of locomotives the mover had indicated. 

Mr. Sanatanarn » motion was adoj>ted without division. 

Mr. Mami Suhedar moved a cut to discuss the Rulway Boaid’s stoies purchase 
policy and detailed the history of how tho Stores Department was brought into 
existence and how the Govtunment took five yeais to formulate a policy based on 
the resolution passed bv tho Houso, In his opinion, progiess was very unsatisfac- 
tory. Tho Railway Board decided to puichase 30 per cunt, thiough the Stores 
Department and the rest was left to the Store-keeper, but only 26 per cent, was 
puichased through the Stoies Depaitmant. He pointed out that in this respect 
Company-managed railways were the gieatest sinners. Eveiy warning on the subject 
had been iguoied by the Communications Depaitment Every year Rs. 5 croies 
worth of material was purchased from abioad iii total disiogard of the wishes of the 
commeicial community. The Rail\vay Department had failed signally to encourage 
Indian industry. 

Mr. Stewart^ replying, said that in the matter of stores purchase the Railway 
Board followed the policy laid down by tho Government and did encourage Indian 
Industry whenever they could. Replying to Mr. Nilkantadas, he read a list of articles 
purchased in India. Eveiy Company-managed raihvays to a large degree were bound 
by the policy laid down. As to pnce-piefeience, he said that once the Government gave 
preference it would be demanded by others. The Railway Board met the Chief 
Controller of Stores half-yeaily to discuss stores purcliase. The purchase in India 
by railways was increasing year after year. The Stoies Department itself desired that 
the taking over of railway purchase should be gradual. The Railway Boaid was doing 
everything towards increased purchases through the Stores Department. Theie were 
signs too that Company -managed railways would also fall in Ime with State-managed 
railways in this mater. 

The out motion was passed without division. At 5 o’clock guillotiae was applied 
and all the railway demands were passed. The House then adjourned. 
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Indian Science Institute Incident 

25th. FEBRUARY The Assembly had official Bills on the agenda but before they 
weie reached a vigorous debate on the affairs of the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore, aiose on Sii O. S, Bajpai's motion for the election of the Assemhij’s 
representative on the Council of the Institute for 1938-40. An indication of a debate 
on this subject was given at question time when a series of questions were asked 
regarding the Acting Diiector of the Institute. 

Immediately aftt‘r Sir O. S. Bajpai had moved his motion, Mr. Ayyangnr opposed it 
and declared that Sir C. V. Raman, the one man who had contributed to the growth 
of the Institute and of whom the country should be proud of had been sought to 
be removed fiom the Institute and fiom the shores of the country so that lesser 
men, who did not have the necessary qualifications, might run the show. 'What had 
the Government, he asked, which spent large sums on the Institute done to prevent 
this V The speaker declaied that representation of tlie Assembly on the Council 
would be a sheer waste of money. 

Sir G. S, Bajpai said that though the debate started with expressions of resent- 
ment it had seived a useful purpose as it had enabled a icpiesentativo of this 

House on the Council for the past thiee (Mr Deshmukh) to explain the inner 

working in a manner which the siieaker could not havo done. Referring to the 
reluctance of the Government to inter fere in administrative matteis such as the 
removal of the physics laboratory fiora its present fiosit on, 8ii‘ G. vS. Bajpai e\plaiTif>d 
that the House itself had been anxious to preserve the autonomv of their bodies 
leceiving similar grants-in-aid such as the Benares and Aligarh Cmversities He, 
therefore, was couceined more in .safeguaiding the autonomy of the Institute than 
m withholding fiom the House any infoi matron to wliieli it was entitled. But if 
resentment had been caused theioby he gave the assuiance that in futiiio all ques- 
tions which could be Jegitiraafely an.swoied would be answered with a fullness that 
the honour and jospousibility * of the House moiited. As regards the charge of 
withholding publication of the report of the M.vsoio Gnveinraent and the observa- 
tions of Sir C. V Raman on the Irvino Oommittoe repoit, 8ir G S. Bajpai explained 
that these documents levealed a spirit of quarrel and w’l angle, to w'hieh Hr. Desh- 
mukh had referred, and tlie Government were anxious to obhtoiate what had 
happened in the pa.st and woik for the peace and efficiency of the Institute m future. 

As for the complaiut that the Government had onteied into a conspiracy to get nd 

of Sir C. V. Raman, Sir G. S. Baj'pai refuted the charge and deedared that it was 
tlie Government who had stepped lu when the Council decided to pay Rs. 1 lakh to 
Sii C. "V. Raman and give him up The Governmeut oi India had ptessed for the 
letention of one, who had an international fame Su G. B. B.ijpai added that scien- 
tists undoubtedly had leraaikablo qualities, but had tempeiamcnial defects and if Sir 
C. V. Raman had sliown the foibearance which ho himself had expected tiom them 
the affair would have shaped differently. The Government would endeavour to the 
extent they had contiol over the Institute’s affans to ensure that ever\ leseaicli 
woiker had a lair field and if 8ir C. V. Raman, whose eminence had been lecognised, 
would only decide to woik in peace and haimony writh his colleagues in the Insti- 
tute, the speaker had no doubt that ho would not only letuin the laurels he had 
already won, but bring fume and credit to the Institute. 

bir 0, S. Bajpat's motion was passed. 

Tea Control Bill (coxtd.) 

The House devoted the rest of the time to discussion, clause to clause, of the Tea 
Control Bill, which was taken into consideration on Febiauiy 18. 

Mr. B. 7). Pande's amendment suggesting the addition to the Tea Liconing Com- 
mittee of one Indian member nominated by the Central Government to represent tea 
estate labour was discu.ssed at length and was eventually defeated by 55 votes to 46. 

The House then adopted Mr. A, Ayyangar's amendment seeking to make clear 
that three representatives of the Indian planters of the Assam Valley, the Surma 
Valley and South India should be elected by and from among Indian owners. The 
Assembly also agreed to the addition of one member to represent Kangra, Dehra Duu, 
Kumaon, Bihar and other unrepresented tea estates. 

A sub-clause providing for an official chairman of the Committee nominated by 
the Central Government was omitted by the House, which assented to an amendment 
in favour of a chairman elected from among the members. The changes made, how- 
ever, left the number of members of the Committee unaltered at 13. 
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Considprabla dispiissiori arose over a lengthy amendrnpnf raovod by Mr. Ghoudhury., 
a tribunal of appeals from the decisions of the Liconsinir Committee on 
tho allotmonts of export q-iota Tli^ aniondraent was rejected by 56 votes to 46. 
Tho House then adjourned till the 26rh. 

Financial Statement for 1938-39 

26th FEBRUARY Tlio proposals outlined in tho Finance Member’s speech to-day 
introducinir the Ihidj;et proposals for l9 18-19 show that it has b*en possible to provide 
the cost of tho introduotion of Provincial Autonomy and tho separation of Bums and 
the expondituro on the Waziiistan opoiations, to make a start on the dist'Pution of 
Income Tax to the Provinces to the amount of Rs 1,33 lakhs in 1937-38 and 1,28 
lakhs in 1938-39 and at tho Rime time to show balanced budgets both m 1937-38 and 
in 1938-39 without the imposition of any new taxation. 

The Finance Member, inti educing the budget, said : — 

India is a disappointing country for prophets. A very distinguished predecessor 
of mine described it to mo as a land of uufnirilled prophecies. I don’t know how far 
his experiences as Finance Mornbor were lesponsible for this disillusioned judgment 
but I can ccitainiv say in mv own case that mv record in what I once called ihat 
minimum of prophecy inseparable from budget making would certainly not justify 
my setting up as a s^er in other spheres In extenuation I plead that in India wa 
have to piestmt our Imdg^^t a m inth before the year to wliich it relates oven begins, 
that the supply of statistical inform ition follows a considerable tira^* after the events 
to which it refers, that the hudg»*t of an agnciiltuial country whu;h is m fact a con- 
tinent and wlm-h relies foi its lovenue so largely on indiiect taxation is particularly 

sensitive to economic fluctuations, that the vvoild at large on which India depends 
for its export markets is in constant chang<» and disturbance and last but not least 
that m India we have just introdiniel the first stage of a now Constitution which has 
invohed innumHrahlo financial and economic adjustments 

Tho fiuuicial vtuu 1936-37 clos<'d with a delict of Rs. 1.79 lakhs an improvement 
of Rs 13 lakhs on the levisel estiraites, duo to the trade levival that shosved itself 
especially in inoiuased Customs lecoifits and Railway earnings, though the latter did 
not affect general revenues in that year. 

Impuovemen't is Current Year 

Tho continuation of these conditions into 1937-38 has raised tho revised estimates 
of revenues by Rs 3,90 lakhs Agunst this, thete has been an inciease of Rs. 3.22 lakhs 

in e.xpenditui e, leaving a iv't irnfirovement of Rs. GS lakhs By this the requirements 

from the Revenue Reserve Funil for the current >ear have been reduced to Rs 1,09 

lakhs, leaving tlie lernaining Rs. 75 lakhs for tho year 1938-39. 

The extia liability incur re(I on the inauguration of Piovincial Autonomy turned 
out to be Rs. 1,98 lakhs, made up of additional pa\ments of Rs 54 lakhs on account 
of the Provinces’ share of tho Jute duty, additional grants-m-aid to deficit Provinces 
amounting to h’s .56 l.ikhs and redueticn m interest receipts of about a ciore, as com- 
paied with the estimate of Rs. 1,85 l.ikhs At the same time the separatiou of Buima 
resulted in a net loss of Hs. 2 51 lakhs as against the expected figure of Ks. 2,33 lakhs. 

Tho revised estimates for Customs and (Vntial Excise duties show a total net im- 

provement of Rs. 1,91 lakhs in spite of largo decreases under imports of silver, 1.28 
lakhs, cotton falirics of Biitish rnanufactuie, 59 lakhs, and cotton fabrics not of Bntisli 
manufacture, 70 lakhs. The impioveraent is spioad ovei a largo number of articles 
included m the non-protective pait of tho tanff, but is mainly accounted for by in- 
creases in durable and semi-durable goods. Thus machineiy is responsible for an 
additional 42 lakhs and motor vehicles for an additional 41 lakhs. There Is also an 
increase of 45 lakhs under motor spiiit. 

Taxes on Income 

The total revised estimate for Taxes on Income is Rs. 15 crorcs an improvement 
of Rs. 70 lakhs. In eider to aiiive at tho amount distributable to the Provinces it 
is necessary to deduct fiom this total (1) coiiioration tax, (2) taxes on the emolu- 
ments of officers solving under tho Contial Government, (3) taxes attributable to 
centrally administered aions and (4) cost of collection. The balance after these de- 
duction is expected to be Rs. 11,55 lakhs. To this figure is added tho amount of the 
railway suipliis which is estimated at Ks 2,82 lakhs, and under the Niemeyer award 
the Central Government retains Rs. 13 crores out of the combined total. Consequent- 
13 
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ly the amount exj)t!ctt'(l to he availahio for distiibiition to the Provinces is 11,5.) plus 
2,83 minus 13 00, i e, Ks. 1,38 luKhs. A preliminary distiibution will take place to- 
wards th(‘ end of March nil the basis of the best foiccast tluni possible, and adjust- 
ments \m11 l.e made on the basis of ambled aocouids in the followin^^ yiai, 

S'inultaneonsl\ with tins disii ibution to the Piovinees those Indian States \\hoso 
tiibiuo amounts to nioie than .5 pei cent of then total ii'vomho will have the excess 
over the pmccnta^c it'inittcd The Indian States Kiiqiiiiy Corninitti'o of lOdiJ stioii'^Iy 
recommended that such i emissions shoiild be anted as a Inst step tow aids ledress- 
in^r inequalities, iiiespeetive of anv arraiiLO'ments which mii^ht bo made m eoniieotion 
with the accession oi the Slates to the Fed-n ation The amouut involved is about 
Ks 9 lakhs 

Of the total iiMiea''e ef Ks 3/^2 haklis in expendituie, Rs 2, GO laklis aie on 
aecounts of tin' Delem e S( r\ < t s. Tins is made up of IN 1,70 I.ikhs foi the iiiilitaiy 
opeiatioiis in Y . /iiis’an. Ks. LMJ lakhs on a< count of the ahandonmeiit ot the Lahoio 
abattoir and i old stoia:** ^ihcin*' and the bahiuce on a vaiietv of smallei items 

The halanee (f P,- ()J iakli . m ato ounted loi hy an ineiease under Tntcu'sls’, 
winch 1.. diu' lo l.c.iMci riM .islimcnts oi [\jA Oflice Cash Oci tifn ates, and an tin naise 
nndei ‘riih;i! Aic.is wiiuh is due lo the eoiistuictiou of loads m coiiiicotiou with 
the YTiziristan opeiaUoiL-^. 


Ki IRUO W I\( . pRO' . R AMME 

No (lovt'imnent of India h>aiis matuied duiiiii: 1937-3S and the field was b ft 
edear for the ti\e PioMtnial ( Jo\ ci uincnts who laisid loans in tlie open iinuiot 
Next \eai (io\e nno ut «d Iniii 3 and a lialf pci (cut loan V.US-lO to tlu^ 

amount of 19 '‘Iohs odd will n.atuie l)i bt to the amount of about foui cioies was 
ri'patiiated dunu^j: th' errent \ cai b\ pinchase of stcilne si'Miiities mid llie.i 
subsequent caii'enation oi K^dat ement b\ sirnilai lujc’e securities, ami £1 ami a 
lialf milliniis (-f steihn^ jaiwa\ dtbcjJuics li.tve bc( n nulecnu'd on ni.ituntj. In 

addition, 14 mdl ons aie evpccfcl to b‘ tiansf.Tit'd to the Cornmissionei s for 
Family Pens’on Funis bthuc ih * c,'o^e of 19o7-3'^, leavin^^ a balance of alont CG 
millions to hi' ti.iiHfeii'-d next >cii. 

A net lepavmcut of R^. 1 I'orcs in lospci't of Pest Office Casli (Vitificah's is 

expected this \('ai and Ks 3 an i a half (loies next \cai Savitm's Rank dciii'sits 

ate expectc'd to inoicasc h\ IN 4 and a hall eioies in the euiient vutir and ilie 
forecast loi next \eai has hc'cn jcal at 5 i.ioie^ 

KrvLM i: Es'iiMMi'.s loii 10.38-39 

Apart from Ks. 75 lakhs a\ailahle fiom the Kevemie Ib's* rvo fund, tin' estiraah's 
of oidmaiv levciiue foi 19 .H-.19 amount to Us. S.”),!? lakhs, a deciease of IN 37 

lakhs on tilt' lOMsed estimates for tht* euirent yi'ar 

Ihe jnevious iijiwaid teudeiios of Customs ivvenne seems to have hcf'u (heckt'd. 
This may ho attiilmted to the sctlmk which manifcsit'd itself j>iimaiily in tliu 
United iStates ot Amciica hut winch has also spread east w aid Tlicie lias also hecri 
a deeline in India s fa\()Uiahh' balancf' (d tiatlo and thcie is now' a tendency 
tow'aids a deciease in pines In mow cf these factois the maintenance of the 
cuiietit }eaiN ti^iiics foi CusImitis ami O'mtral Ext isc duties is not to bo I'xpeefed. 
There aie however ceitain items whioli aie likely to imiease iiiespetjtive of geneial 
tiade conditions, Motoi spiiit for example is ahiicst ceitain to be an iiion'asinj? 
souioe of leveiiue m view’ ot Die steady ^Mowth in the iiumher of motoi veliieh's in 
use in India. Taking all factors into cousideiatiou, a net i eduction of Ks. GO lakhs 
lias bf'en assumed. 

An irnjnovemeiit of IN. 25 lakhs has been budgeted lor under ‘Taxi*s on Income’ 
in view of the tiado activity duiiug the inajoi pait of Dm ciinent yoai ami in view 
of the elfi-ils heing made to tighten up the incomc'-tax administration. 

On tin' basis of the laiUvay estimates, it is eahmlated Diat Rs. 1,28 lakhs should 
bo available fc-i disti ii.utioii to the Pioviiiees next year. 

Posts ami ThU/tUAeiis 

Dining Di cm lent lern the Posts and Telegiaphs Department is expected to 
eontnbute Ks. 43 lakhs to general leiemn'S, but next year its revenue is expected 
to be just suffiennt to tiaiarne Us expenditure The net cost of Dici Empire Air 
Mail bcheme wul fie nfimit IN. IJ laklns, an extra Ks. J8 and a half lakh.s is required 
for the payment of the commuted valu'» of pensions and afiout Ks. 13 and a half 
Jakhs for the partial repayment of accumulated Josses on account of press telegrams. 
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A Special Telephone Capital FanJ of Ks. 2 anrl a half crores is to be created to 
enabl(3 remunerative woiks coruKicted with the expansion of the telephone system 
to be nndei taken with th‘3 rniminuia of <l>*laY. Th-.s sum is (‘Xpouted to eovei ex[)en- 
ditniG for the next hvo yoar.^, K-». 40 lakhs biun^ the estimnlo for cxpenditiuo in 
1938-39. 


ExPKXDiruiiE I’oii 10:18 :30 

The total piovision for the Defenon Sei vices Us d.jJS lakhs is Us, 2 Ot lakhs less 
than the levised estimate f*ji the enin'iit \cai hur 3:1 lakhs ni"icthari the 

estimite. By an a-;M*‘inent lelitio^^ t» th'* Naval ‘'Xpcn l.Loie j i^t i-Diehilci with ilia 
Majesty’s Ooveiarneut, the l.ittci an* to foiei;) the o')nrMi>utiun of .CIO 1,000 a year 
formcriv paid tow, mis llie Na\ t! I)l*J Oioe </l India, on <ondin'»n th.in the Goverii- 
rnerit of India rn.nnt.iin a sea .l; one; il-‘**t of not Je-,s tliari (j modem isseoit vessels 
wlimli will he fi(M* to eo-opeiati* \^iih the Uo\al K.tvj foi the dehoiee of India and 
in addition fullil thc-r rcsponsihility foi Io'mI iia\al dclence ui Indian iioits. The 
eontiihution will ei-i-e as from Apnl 1st 19 :S 

In addition to the eontiihution of 27 lakhs fioni His M,ijest\\ (loveinmont there 
will he a s.'ivin;^ o| Ks 9) lakhs uhnh is due to a r“mj)oiaiv s}iorr.i;;c of Hrilish 
tioops in lull! These I'eriis ctimhim^i witli the iiion.i.*' of .IS lakhs m the total 
piovision eive a sun ol Ih") Itkhs :i\aihihl<' lor allitiooal itions of evj) 'iiditiii e. Of 
this Us 70 lakhs u !l he .iiisjihel hy .m im lease in th“ noiiaal stall !i !;4 cdia'^es of 
the Arrn\, and the hala-i'-e of K’s. Sj lakhs is to he cxjieukid on tin- meolianisatiou 
of the Hntish lufaiitiy and oavaliy 

Mk' IIWTslTIOV Cost 

In addition, c\'ji -n iitme on the rn ‘ch inis.ition of eoitaiii Indian units, on improve- 
ments *0 e )ast detiMi ;es and on tli.' c'e.it'oii of a f.utoiv to in.dv.; luJia s'llf-snlfieient 
111 the matter of li eii t'xplosivcs is to he finaneul to tie* amount of JLs, SO lakhs 
fiotn the lemeiiitie ha'anej m th * Dcfeii-e U’seivi.* Fund .ind h\ diaMii^' on tlie 
balanees in mii'Mi\ txpendituic » rj uli-ation fui.ds \MjI( li a’o not nninedi.ittdy 
leqniicil 1 he Fi'U'i'e Mcnihei slid th.it 1 'st \eat he h.td Mamed the Jlotise that 
the n(*r li^uie for <iefeM"e expenditure hai onl\ If. n .e h.ev 1 h\ the Indp of a 
euitiilmenr of seivie s wh.eli weie h nind to l.e pro\ilud iei soeiiei oi later, and 
th.it 11s ICx' ' I'enev th-- C 'tnrnau ier-in-(’'iief eeiiMd.iel tin- pi<>vis'on to h-- seiioiisly 
luadeipiate (oi ilu- leal n-n-ds (d delei < e In mcw ot the pieseiit wui.d situatiou 
and the lame iin’K-a-e in dt 1 ‘in t- exp-'nimiie ol almost ad other coautnes, it could 
not he eonsidctel sinjuism; that -onie lU'Ui.ise li.ii also hei'ii liuuil neiessary 
m In-lia. 

Tlioieare tliiee in- r-'as.-s of e\|H'iiditui > wlmh me thfiniuh associated with 
coriospniidiii t it-\enue items, \iz. Us 10 lauhs in the pi\meuts made under tlie 
Cochin I’oit As'iennent dut» to tli- ueieas.* m (J i>’ mis iLVenue tolle^tei at tim 
]ioit (lunne ihe enireat year, Us. _'U 1 iklis in the al'". a .o’l to t'e* Uo i.l Fund, based 
on the anti npatei leven.e fi-mi C >nis .mi J-X- is*- liiiti. s on moioi sjniit and 
Us. 10 lakhs 111 tlie pKA'isn-n f »i expeaiiiuie <>n sn mi lesieueh 

Apait fi ml tiles' Iheio is ,i ret inej.M^e ot IX o'.) l.ikhs an I this imiules Us. 15 
lakhs on the it--eoasti i -ii )n i,t eivil hni’duies ar lerta, IX IJ 1 ikhs in the |Mousian 
for tho 8: Pion -1 y and I’niiur; Depa- 1 m-nu, ail s.ni.d o it-nus foi Civil A\iat;on, 
Uioadcastuii;, iiQiiij^ei a Ini' .iisti atioii of the leveiiue ['Uulie'iig di-jiai tments and the 

Fcdeial (Jeiiit. 

Tho total fis'uies f n lOdS-'J ) a.e thus - 

Uevenue ... Us S', 02 l.ikhs, 

Jsxpeiidituie . Its. So 8] lakhs 

tSuiplus ... Us. 9 likhs, 

Tho Finance Mt-mbei state 1 that ili -se fiijuies sinwed tli it the jtieatest oaie would 
be iiocessaiy in eooseivine the Ceiitial ie\enues U iln' faliilini nt of the Nierae\er 
pi'OSraiAime is to lie reason dily assuied. Foi \\ ilhont the staVnlity oi the Central 
linances piovuunal advance oi oven stability is impossOdo Tin* foi tunes (d the 
Piovinees aio so iin'xtncaiilv mixed with those of tin* Ceutio that they cannot pros- 
jier without a willingness on boih pails to eo-upt‘rare l-u’ common ends. Though the 
result in a nominal siir/ilns of only h’s 9 lakhs was disa/ij»o'ntjng pomp wed ti- eailier 
expectations, yi*t it w.is to bo coiisidi’ivJ singularly loituriafo ttuU with no not 
incroase, indeed with a net deeieaso of taxation in recent years, it had been possible 
to find all the money required to staitthe l*i evinces on then autonomous way. 
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After the flam^toyant forecasts of somo of our more imaginative journalists this 
result will appear somewhat disappointing. Ceitainly 1 myself am deeply disappointed. 
For one thing we are still apart from the carry foiwaid in the Revenue Reserve 
Fund more than half a crore short of true equilibrium. Secondly, it is clear that the 
greatest care will be necessary in conseiving the cential revenues if the fulfilment 
of the Niomeyer programme is to be reasonably assured and finally theio can bo no 
immediate expectation of a devotion to the Provinces out of our present central 
resources beyond that provided for in that programme. Dining the curient year 
there can clearly be no large central grants for social expenditure, but m any case 
with the inception of Provincial Autonomy I personally should bo mclined to rank 
this objective after that of the provision of fiee money for the Pi evinces. But 
thoie is an olqoctivo even more important than that, narai'ly, to ensuie so far as is 
humanly possilrle the stability of our central finances AVithout this Provincial advance 
or even stability is imfiossitife and the fortunes cf the Provinces are in the end so 
inextricably mixed with ours that they cannot prosper without a willinguess ou 
both our parts to co-operatc to common ends 

I think I may claim that, while 1 have been in India, I have kejit two main tasks 
in view: the firjancing of the new Constitution and the fuovision of money for rural 
development. The hi\st involves an anxious regard to thi' health of our own linarujes. 
It also involves piepai’ations for rnet‘ting smoothl> the successive obligations which 
the new Constitution entails We have found with no not inciease, indeed with a net 
decrease of taxation, all the money itquuoJ to start th(‘ Provinces on their autono- 
mous way. Dining this year we have begun on the task of leleasing to tliem 7 crores 

of income tax. At one time 1 hoped that it was going to he possilile to speed up 

the peifoimanee of this task, but it now looks as if tlitue will have to he a pause 

for the consolidation of our own position Of course it might he aigueJ that we 
should increase somo of our staple taxes in onbu to make m'uo money available 
for the Provinces. I do not however propose to do this, thmigii in tho case of 
income tax I hope to introduce an Amending Bill this session to cany out a number 
of tho lecomraendations of ttie recent Expert Knquny lu the prc'.eiit eii cumstances 
almost the whole of the increased \ield resulting from these changes wdl aecrue to 
the Provimes and I hope that 1 may on this account reckon on more siipjmt than 
might otherwise be the case. I offei this as an earnest of the siiicenty of my ilesire 
to tielp the Provinces. As regards rui’al development I must now recognise that the 
mam responsibility for this has been eiitiustoi to the Piovinees and ccutial grants 
for the purpose must in laige measui*e bo postponed in favour of ensuring tho duo 
delegation of revenues. However much 1 legiot this, I recognise tho needs of the 
Provinces as a prior obligation. 

1 Rujipose that a budget which merely preset ves the status quo wull bo 
char actor isod as a dull one. But it wull be something to have acliieved dullness m 
a world which is full of intense excitements— many of thorn of an extiomolv unde- 
sirable character. And if next year w'o aio able to produi e another dull budget 
providing for no spectacular increases in defence expenditiiro, no catastrophic falling 
off in revenue and fuithoi maintenance or even mcroasc of our assistanco to tho 
Provinces, I shall be only too thankful. 

Tea Control Bill (Contd ) 

1st MARCH : — TJie Assomiily devoted the w'holo of the sitting before lunch for 
tho consideration, clause by clause, of the Tea Contiol Bill Tho House agreed to 
Mr. K. Sanatanam's amendment suggesting that any peison aggiieved b> an order 
of the Licensing Committee in lespect of the allotment of quota might appf*al to the 
Cential Government, or the High Court of tho province in wdiiuh tlic aggrieved paities 
of tea estates are situated (instead of only to the Central Government as pi-ovided m 
the original clause). 

On Mr. Anantasayanam Ayyangar's motion it was agreed that subject to rules 
made under the Act, every owmer of a tea estate to whom quotas were allotte*! should 
be entitled to inspect tho records of the committee and, ou the payment of the pres- 
cribed fee, should obtain copies of any proceedings or order’s, of tho Committee. 

Mr. B. N. Choudhury's amemfment to clause 8 that the committee should publish 
a summary of accounts along with the annual repoit, was accepted. 

The House then rapidly passed all clauses up to clause 22. Mr. B. N, Choudhury^a 
amendment suggesting a provision for the representation of the tea growers of India 
on the International Committee established unuor an agreement was held out of order 
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on the ground that the composition of tho International Committee was not within 
the scope of the Bill and the Government could not do anything calculated to alter 
the agreement entered into by private interests. 

Strong opposition was voiced to clause 26 which related to the methods of the 
control of the extension of tea cultivation. The effect of this provision was to prohibit 
the oxtension of tea areas beyond the areas of land planted with tea on March 31, 
1938. Mr. Kuladhar Chaltha moved an amendment suggesting that the tea areas on 
Maich 31, 1933 (lu.stoad of 1938) should bo taken as the limit. The European group 
as well as the Government opposed tho amendment, which however was passed by 
39 votes to 38, 

Thereupon, when tho whole clause 26 as amended was put to the house, Mr. N, M. 
Joshi opposing tho entire clause said that India was not producing enough tea for 
her own consumption, and therefore restriction of tho cultivation was undesiiablo. Tho 
industry was natuially opposed to tho extension, because under the present conditions 
it could make huge piofits without in any way taking tho tiouble of producing more 
tea. Tho House should not agree to restriction without proper investigation. 

Mr. GrtffUhs of the Euiopean gioup pointed out that the potential jiroduction of 
tea was 52,CHJ,(.)0,000 Ihs. annually of which 34,00,00,0(j0 lbs. weie exported leaving a 
substantial margin of 10,00,00XXi0 lbs for home consumption. At present, tho tea 
consumed in India was slightly less than 9,00,<'A000 lbs. and was selling to consumers 
at less than tho cost of jooduction Ihe cost of production in Java was considerably 
less than in India and if the agreement was not implemented, Java could easily under- 
sell India in the international m.uket The agreement with Ceylon and Java, while 
fixing the quota for oxpoit, also stipulated for the restriction of areas under tea. If 
India repudiated one pait of tho agieeraent, the w'hole would be desti’oyed. He asked 
if that would bo in the interests of India and 8,00,090 labourers einployed in the 
ludiistiy 

Mr //. JDo/c, Commerce Secretary, said that if this clause were rejected it would 
certainly rat*an an end of the mtei national agreement under which Ceylon and Java 
had agieed to restiict the exports and cultivation It had boon suggested that even 
if tho agieernent was dtopped, there was no fear of over-production in those coun- 
tries. Ml. Dow pointed out that not long ago huge quantities of foreign tea were 
impoited in India If the agreement was scrapped the House would be taking the 
giave iisk of plunging tlie ludustiy back to the place wheio it was hefoie tea control 
was fust introduced As regards the consent of piovincial Goveinmeiits he said that 
piovinciul GovLMnrnonts were consulted by the Government of India befoie and after 
tho Congress Miuistiies came into power and there was no serious objeotion to tho 
bill. Clause 20 was adoptcil. 

Mr. iV. A/. Joshi moved an ainGnJm<'nt to restrict the peiiod of operation of the 
Act to one year instead of live jeais provided in the Bill. Mi H Dote opposed the 
araoridmeut dei-hiring tliat it was calculated to encourage speculation and to cieate 
confusion The amendment was lost. The House then passed the third reading after a 
brief discussiou and adjourned. 

General Discussion of Buduet 

2nd. MARCH : — Prior to the Assemely taking up the general debate on the bud- 
get to-day, Mr Bhulabhai Desat, leader of the Opposition, gave a statement in tho 
cour-se of which he made it clear that tho Congress party, ludepondents, Cong%»ss 
Nationalists, and democrats had agreed not to participate in the geneial discussion 
of the budget and as and when demands for grants were moved they proposed, with- 
out speech, to defeat them, ((ffieers) This decision, said Mr, Desai, was taken in 
older to protest against the Government’s action in breaking .a sahitaiv, important and 
usual convention, which had hoen followed since 1934, of allowing the House to express 
itself by direct vote on the policy of tho Goveinmt'ut under tho two heads, ‘Defence’ 
and ‘External Affairs. Mr. Deasi declared, ‘The right of vote is a right to which 
the House attached a gieat value -gi eater value thau to the right to express views— 
because tho vote of the House repeatediv given against the Government has, in the 
words of a member of the House, an acidity which mav dissolve a certain amount 
of rust in the minds of the irr-esponsible executive.’ Where the legislature was in 
par-amount control of the executive, aided the loader of tho Opposition, no vote 
might immediately be n'oessiry, but in tlu case of an irresponsible executive, the 
vote became of paramount value anl importance. Mr. Desai referred in this connec- 
tion to the observation of the Joint Parliamentary Committee which stated that the 
danger of friction between the Goveruor-Goaeral ani the Legislature over army bud- 
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gets undoubtedly furnislie<l additional argument ng.iinst lesponsihility at tlie centre in 
purely Biitish India Fe(lL*iation. Mr. Desii added that the Assembly was functioning, 
in a Sf'iise, as the Federal legislatuie in certain icsjx'cts and it seemed to lie tlio 
Gf>ve! nmeiit’s di'siie to aeeustotn the fiituio tame legislatuie to tlu' liabit of accepting 
the fact tliat evmi m the matter of vote tlu'v wen' not waited Mr. lihulahhai Dosai 
asseited that tlit' qin’^t on j\as not wliethiT the Ooveinmcnt had pouor to withhold 
certain items fiom tlie vote of the House. The questiou uas whether they shniild 
and must liave o\en ised the powt'i given to them b^ law no doubt, but tJie power 
ubieh was held in ab(>>an(‘t' foi a long neiiod of years. ‘Taking sIo.jK of tlio situation 
and {jiwisideiing the maiiriei in uhich oui \ote has t)een ii'spoiultd to — or rathei uri- 
lespoiided ♦() — we do not wish to give the tioveriimeut ilu‘ jdeasuie of becoming 
paities to mere form without the reality of d"mocratic go vei iinieiit AVe wish to 
] oint out til it if file Heveinmeut go on step by step m the diu'ctioii in wdiidi th(»y 
aie going, tl\o oulv iemed\ is then* lemoval’ tCheei-,) In view of then decision to 
tak(' no ]niit in tin' disioi^sion of the Inilgtd fin* memb.'rs of tli <3 Oppos'lioii paitu's 
would giv(‘ their atteutiou to moie piolitable W’O' k to wliioli tli.'V W'eri* decided But 
he w'liuld be ula 1 if other legislative InisiiK'ss w'as bioiight up by tiic Hovel nmt'iit 
during tlm da\s allotted fo: the budg(*t. 

Sir Coirnsj'i’ Jcitnmjn, Sir Muh aruuiad Kh<ni, Mr. M. S, Atiuy and Sir 

11. P. \* 0 <Uf M'-soi ' ;tt'd tlK'inselves with M?. Desai s ob^ervatlous 

Sir Cruv'i.y'r J< ''anr/i) said that a gl.inee at the Imdiret wviuld show' tliat tin* 

Def'0ii‘0 dc]nitmeut pl.ne l a giealet pait now’ tlia'i it evei did b.-fore Unfoi tuiiate! v, 
this Hous“ lifid b'-'en depiived of the piivilege of nioviiur due t cuts uiidei that 
dMpanut'iit and enal)ling fin* nif'inl'ci'^ to evio s-, opunoiis an i - inak'*; s’lg -d oils in 
con'*reio foim. ii** dt'daicl • ‘To dt'piue this lIou■^^*, hI tbi-> sta 'e of ili* pii\ileee 
of ex-piessuig its opinion on the di*fence pi >i*o,a’s of lii • ( iov ('i ninei.t b\ oiieii vote 
is the uvwt uiiv' iM* p(tli('\ on tie* pait of tli > iko 1 1 luneiit (Hlo'eis) It m glit be 
contended that tlu’ m-'inbeis had a iigjit to evpiess tb ms'*l\es, l.nt tli(**(> w .is a gieat 

difTon'ne'* betwi't'ri into Iv expiessing an op.mon .im 1 b ‘<ng .ab'i t'> (i.id tint wbotlii'r 

the m.qoii*y of tin* lions'* endorsed tliat opinion by d i o^ t \o’'* 11“ eoti' 1 d d: 
‘The* tif'\ ernme'it must tr'swer to thou m.d-'ts as we bt\e to a-u'MO to mu ni,i*,teis, 
and 1 hope tiu'v will ba\e a good aiiswei !oi llmu m,;stcts (Iboiewei <> , ei .) 

Sii ,/awics' (Vnr/y F nane" M"mbei. de-'laied amidst nian\ intorniotimis that In* did 
not know ag'iuist wliit ihe piotest was lai^-d If it wasagauet tie* fiet of detente 

('\'])ondituie wlimh wuis outs de the vole ol the llo’ise fliou* w is loaliitig to bo s.ed. 

This was and had alwa\s Ireeii the easi*. If it w.i^. a dommi^' i ai mn .m asst the 

Constitution, tbeio was mUliing tor h'm to aicie alin'il bl(■;^!^e tint, f ,i tlio turn; 

being, wa^ settli' l If tlieii e.iso .is that *'Oine eliai c li i i '('■un’-d ties \eu by 
wliicli tlie Opposition lost Sf.metlung whieb tin \ !> el bofoio. th ■*! h-* wisbel to assiiie 
th-’ni that tl.ey weie eompb*tel\ mis'. ikon 'j !i ‘ exp-n l.tiu .* m ipi ‘st; >0 Ini'i been 
previously regaided as civil and siTojod to tbo vote ol tlio If.)n-,e Inu the (iow'inoi- 
Heneial li.id t.ikeii the view that luido! tin* conditi )Us tin* n ov (kin-tit'itn.n it wi-j 
mandatoiv to e\elud" the dofenee ex|)eii'litiiio fiom the \ot<',l (‘.it»>goM ^tr .limes 
Gngg tlioaght the wliob* grievance wnis i*iitiielv a manuf.i tui-*d an! aitdimal o»ie 

After Sir Jtuj/rs' statement, the' Pir.stflinf sanl tliat the genei.il debati* on the 
budget w'ould pioeeod Imt no mombei lose to speak Sn A\ N Sn rm . leadei of 
the Ilmisi’ afri'iwniids sngg-"*'t(‘d that if no membei wislmd to spe.ik dMiing thi* twm 
davs al'oft.’d foj* the general debate, the House mn'lit t ik • up s mn oniei.d i]d> oi 
supplemeut.uy demands foi giants under hailwaO No de- isioii on the suggestion 
was lakou and the i'l csident adjourneJ the H'juse. 

IIiNDt' ^Vo^rKv’s PaoPEiirr Act Vmlnd Hii.l 

3rd MARCH •— Baiolv thirty mombeis were piesent wlien the Assembly met 
to-day to coii^idei oflieial Bills and certain snppb'rnentnrv grants in lesp'eit of 
Hallways instead of holding a gt'iieral dobato on tho Budget as usual, ddn^ decision 
of tlie Opposition paities not to lake pait in the debate on the Budget load resulted 
ill this cliange in tlie d.iy’s agenda. 

Sir N. N. Sirrar iritiodmed the Bill to amend t]io Hindu Women’s Iliglit to 
Propeitv Aet. intended to lemedv tho defects and diflienltms of intm preiation m the 
act of 1037 For instance, it was ex])lained that if a Hindu liad died a wiflower, 
tho light of inheritance eonfoired on his widowed danghter-iri-law could not under 
the Act as it stands, talc* effect. It was not the intention of the Aet that this right 
should depend on tho survival of widowed mother-in-law again. The Act is capa- 
ble of interpretation as conforring a light on all lineal descendants of the de-ioased 
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including daughfi'is or djui; 4 lihMV (laui,diltM’s to siiccol aloiii; with the widow. This 
was also not tin* iiitfiifion of iho Act. 

Attcndanco was fullLM- when the Itouso took nj) loirishitivo business. Sir S 
B<tjpat moved a inolion for (jli'otion ol C'-dit non-officml members to suivc ou Iho 
Stuudin^" Committee on Kmi;jrafiou. Tho [motioa was adopted. 

B. N. Raiiavay SrniivE & Si'ecial Poi.tce 

The employ m'*nt rd speoial fiolu'e at a co.s1 of orai and a half leklis of nipees at 
tho time ot the r“(_;eiit B N U.ulwav stiiko was stiounly ciitieisod in the eouise of 
discU'.S’on of supplementary demands foi .‘(i.uitsin io-,p.'il ot iMilwav-^ Mi. Mohnulil 
Sakscti'i, moviiin thi' omission oi this am iUiit fiom tlie demand, said that the 

(roveimneMt uou'e to iiitio /“Of' an 1 s'ouro the iritoii’inn of reeo^mition to 

tho B. N. liiilw IV rnioi OiveMiiUMt staf'*l tli it tln-y <li 1 n it to iiteifeio in the 

’ iternal rn in i^'imenr ol th* lai'wiv. If ( } 'V *' doi nit hil tein^ei to lend the 

^n\ie'*s of the Special I’nlme, they mi^h*, w thoiit diieet inter fei '-nee in inuinal 

iiMiia^^nnnent, have ludueed the A';ent to ^t,nvo it-cOj^nition of tlio rmcn. Iho motion 
was ne,i;atived. 

DemaniK a 'rating' over one cioie and fifty-five hkhs wm’e a^ieel to. 

\Voi;ivMLn\ Comi'La nation A(t A>ri-Mi Bill 

The If.ii M Tioii tick into consideration Mi A a Bill ti amend the 

Woiktii n (J - ipenN'r'en Ve' .uid !u 1 ii it eon hide I disiu-son fd the clauses, wlem 
it adj )MI 11" 1 

4lh MARCH -rue \s-,nnld\ to-dav cjieluJel di^eu^si )ii (.lau^e li\ (Janse, of 
Mr. Cliiii''i \\'o' km C unpeii'. \n-iu A( f \m>nilment B 11 Btof Bamja s am-nd- 
meiii s'U'cilii"; 111 ! liea m of eleik:> am eig empl)\ees elignde foi compensation iindei 
the \.'t \s as ne ^itive 1 

Ml 'L Aiiipintj n s anmndiunif fei ine’.usijii of bus conductois among pei sons 
cntit!'-il to t.e'M.jit nil 1 n A t w a'^o list 

/Vo/ Rantf i\-, iievf arnen iin ml pioji'snu; e\tensioa oi Act to poisons empl0^ed m 
Opel iitioii'* lot laoliii'u Ol huurine (d eiejdiuit^ oi othei wild ati'inals was aueopted 

(-io\ ei niiient .ml pas^“d, 

l)uiing the thii I le.din^ of the J] ii, M- AT, M Jn;thi an i Viof, Ranija urged 
that (t ivei uriient vh >u! I hung lu\.U'l more e,nmpr die is ve Bdl soon, as many 
tiioiisions of file p'esMit Bill weie et'lifi ini]'‘qnate Ol out of (late compared to 
Englihli Jaw Tiie thud leai ng wa'. pissei. 

8ali-L\w (Si\ii) Amlm' Bill 

Mr Llni/il mo\f'i thn^ in > fhll to amen I the law leiating to salt as at ]eesent in 
foioe in Soil he t.iken ini') euisidnaM ii, Tht' sMtenum^ of oiijt-ets and leas ns 
explains ilial the Silt Jiiw Amen lm"nt A -t lllLhh pa-s-*d fei th.e jnnpose (d amending 
law lelating t) salt so as to \esr m the Cential t»';\ oriirnent puweis ul eontiol in lo^peet 
of salt, wimh, heing dasmljel as ('enfial sutijeet, wa, ma tuouglit into force in Sind. 
M'heii piovincial anromeiiN, a put ot Act, e ime into i"ree, theie weie two versions 
of tiansjioit if silt Aet and Boniliiv Salt Aet, one veisnui in fmee in Bombay 
Piesideii'V exndudmg Sind and tie* other foue in Siud The ad.iptations mado by 
the (hneinnienr ot Indni adijUation ot lawns oider in oveilmdceJ this f.iet and the 
Bombay veMions of the Acts have the (dT -‘‘t of cneating ccntain ancmal’Cs in tho 
Sind vetMoii'.. The piesent hill mikes aljU'.tmmts neecssaty to bting the twm acts 
as at jiu'sent in foiee in Sind into a *eord wnth tlm piovistois of tlie (Toveinment 
of Imiia Act, 10 kb. As tlieie was no otJiei business ou tho agenda the President 
adjourned the House. 

VoTixo ON Budoi:t Deaiaxds 

5lh. MARCH .-Tlic Assembly galKnies weio fully cnowMed when the House took 
up the demands foi giants in lespeet of tlie general budget. iStr James Oi'igg moved 
the fiist demand under tJie liead •Cusloms'. Without moving any cut motion the 
Opposition (diallengi'd a straight division. Tho demand w'as defeated by C4 to 4G votes 
amidst thuiuleioUvS cdieers of tin* Opposition. 

A sciutmy of the voting list levealed that all the elected membeis, 64 present, 
voted against the demand and the officials and nominated Euiopeaus voted for it. 
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Sir Henry Qidney strongly criticised the Government’s policy of recruiting nurses 
for army fiom England when mialiiied and trained! nurses were available in India, 
particulaily fiom the domiciled European and Anglo Indian community. He also 
animadverted to what he described as the neglect of naval and air defences of India 
and to the practice of ‘exacting’ tributes from Indian States particulaily when they 
are expected to join Federation on an equal basis, 

Mr. 0 . M. Q. Ogtlvie^ defence secietarj^ pointed out that the system of recruiting 
nurses from England had to continue because Indian nurses of the standard requirea 
were not available and Anglo-Indian nurses were too few to go round As regards 
defence, Mr. O'llvie explained that no agricultural couutiy could possibly boar the 
enoiraous burden of modern armaments and India was no exception but she had 
the advantage of forming pait of the empire defence system. 

When tiie division bull rang at the end of the debate, the Opposition momhers 
trooped in but the Goveinmcnt did not challenge a division and the demand was 
rejected. The next two demands relating to the Council of State and the Assembly 
weio rejected nem con amid cries of SSliiit up the Assembly.’ 

On the demand for the Home department, Mr, F. E. Jaincs raised a debate on 
the Ikirean of Public Information. He emphasised the paramount importance of pub- 
licity at the centre dniing the transitional period, wlieii it remained bureaucratic, 
while in the pioviiices the poimlar Governments got a large amount of publicity in 
the daily f'rcss. He pleaded for full freedom to the department in the presiuitation 
of facts which aft(>r all weio the best propaganda to ensure that the facts themselves 
woie coiM'ct. Ill* alliid(‘d to the dilTerences betwi'on the piosaic jurNontatioii efTccted 
by Government departments and the atti active presentation bv a loiirualist and said 
that the leaaer would be more interested to read ‘Mr. Eden eats eels’ or ‘Sir ileniy 
Craik consumes curry’ or Sir N. N. Siicai snatehes sarulesir (langhtei) than merely 
that Mr. Eden oi Sii Heiiiy Craik or N N Siicar had his lunch In this connection 
Ml. James lefeiied to the infoimation seiios published ly the buieau and the attrac- 
tiveness of its contents. He stiessed the iinpoitance of contact, ('onrtesy and confi- 
dence in their relation w’lth the piess and commended the example of Ilei Excellency 
Lady Linlithgow in holding a confeienco of jness r epiosuntativos on her anti-tubtn- 
culosis camiiaign and the sti iking results that fol!owx*d This he said w'as an illustra- 
tion of the way in wliieli the collaboiation of the press could bo obtained even by the 
highest in the land. He pleaded for better accommodation foi press repiesentatives 
at the office of the Bui ran. 

Sir Heniy Craik sard that he was grateful to Mr. James foi giving him a chance 
to speak on ihe Buieau He {;oncuriod piactically wnth every w’ord of Mr James. He 
agreed with the remarks on the desirability of leaving the Buiem a free hand m 
regard to the piesontation of facts. 

tSlieaking on the di’maud for the Finance department, Mi. F. E. Jamen vigorously 
pleaded fora dow'uward levision of Iho incidence of import taiiff'. He lucalled tlie 
promise held out by the Finance Member in his budget .specfJi wHk'u he took oflice 
that such a revision would be one of Ins eailiest steps bat said tiiat then* was no 
indication of any move in that direction even after his foui yiMis in office. Tlie 
continuation of these high revenue duties. Mi James stiessed, was having a veiy 
serious effect on the retail trade in India Ho w'as awMro tint several iepiOs''ntatiori 
had been made to the Goveinment of India m this c'innection. There w’as a genoi'al 
feeling in the country that duties on manufactured goods such as wca’clies, clocks, etc., 
weie fai too excessive, for though some of these articles might bi* K'garded as a 
luxuiy thev had really become ai tides of nece.s3ity. He licpud that fe?ir James Grigg 
would fulfil his own promise before he retired. 

Sir James Grigg said that disappointments weie the lot of all Finance Members 
but it was moie so in his case. For example, he was disappointed that Sir 
Cowasjee Jehangir was not m the House. lie was disapnointed at the recent speeches 
of Sir Yamin Khan He was disappointed at his iriabilify in the matter of revision 
of the tariff schedule. He w'as very much disappointed over the attitude of the 
Congress party towards stamp duty and the Unification Bill. But he was still living 
in hopes though as a matter of fact the oxpeiience of all Finance Members in this 
country and paiticularly of his was one long disappointment. As regards the question 
of tariff duties, Sir James Grigg said that everybody believed in lower tariffs on what 
they bought and higher duties on what they sold. These duties could not simultane- 
ously please all. There had been a prolonged uncertainty about a substitute to replace 
the Ottawa Pact which had not been resolved. As soon as a new agreement had been 



-7-10 MAR. ’38] VOTING ON THE FINANCE BILL 105 

reached the tariff position would have to be reviewed. Therefore the present un- 
certainty involved some delay. Taking a long view of things it seemed inevitable 
that the first result of a revision of revenue duties would be a loss of revenue which 
they could not afford. Recently he noticed that the economic recession was 
taking place in America extending eastw^aids. It would be wrong at present for him 
to hold out expectations of any real downwaid revision of tariffs. The only consola- 
tion he could give was that he fully recognised that scientific revision of tariffs was 
desirable but it had not been possible lor him to undertake it earlier. 

The demand was rejected. 

On the demand for the Commerce depaitmont, Mr. Ramsay Scott enquired as to 
why the report of the Hugar Tariff Board had not yet been published. 

Mr. Dow said that the report was received only late in December and the Gov- 
ernment had not yet formulated their conclusions thereon. He pointed out that action 
on the repoit had often involved alterations in taiiff lates and the publication of 
the report obviously would be to invite a good deal of undesirable speculation. It 
had been the geneial piactice of the Goveinment not to publish a report until they 
were in a position to announce thoir conclusion thereon. He assured the House that 
theie would not be any avoidable delay m the publication. 

The demand was rejected. 

On the demand for Communications depaitmont a division was challenged and the 
demand was rejected by 59 to 45 votes. The House then adjourned till the 7th. 

7lh. MARCH ; — The first division challenged by the Finance Member in the 
Assemblv to-day, when the budget demands were taken up. was in regard to Rs. 
1,70,00,000, in respect of central load fund, which was i ejected by G1 votes against 
45. Sir James Ongg said that as the v^ hole of the amount w'ould go to the piovin- 
ces, he would certainly divide the House. 

The Insult was announced amidst thundercus cheois and cries of ‘Resign.’ 

Thus, of the 30 demands foi grants moved by the Finance Member to-day, two 
relating to the central load fund and giants-in-aid to the piovincial Governments 
were lejticted by 68 votes against 45 each, the rest being negatived without division, 

Mr F. E, Janies was the solitaiy member to speak on the demand for grants-in- 
aid to the provincial (tovernments, when the Opposition members emfitied the House. 

All demands being thus disposed of, the House adjouined till the 9th. 

9ih. MARCH -—Moving for the consideiation of tlie Finance Bill, Sir James Qrigg 
announced that the Govoinor-General has restored the whole of the budget grants 
that were rejected by tlie House In declaring this restoration of the budget 
grants by the Governor-General, Sir James Giigg said : ‘Potei’s wife’s mother 
called Tabitha has aiisen from the giave to which she was scandalously 
buried and siie will be found to be no less beautiful than she was befoie and she 
will need no less sustenance.’ Tlie Opposition members shouted ; “Resign, resign.” 

By 69 votes against 48, the Assembly i ejected Sir James Qrtgy's motion for 
taking the Finance Bill into consideiation. llie Bill vvvrs thus killed in the considera- 
tion stage. The Opposition membeis greeted the result of the division with thunder- 
ing cheers and shouts of ‘Resign, losigu’. 

Mr. L. C. Buss, loader of the hhiropean group, Sir Muhafumad Yamtn Khan, 
leader of the Democrats, Sir Zta-ud-dtn Ahmed and Mr. Muhammad Nauman, 
Democrats were the only three membeis to speak on the motion. 

lOlIi. MARCH —By Q8 votes against 46 the Assembly refused leave to S*r 
James Ongg to introduce the Finance Bill which came before the Hou.se this 
morning with the recommendation of the Governor-Goueial that it bo passed. This 
marked the end of the Finance Bill iu the Lower House. 

The announcement of the division lesult was gieeted with thunderous cheers and 
cries of -Resign’. 

The Finance Bill was thereafter placed on the table of the Council of State with 
the certification of the Goveinor-Geueial, The House then adjourned till the 17th. 
March. 


The Trades Disptjtes Bill 

17tli. MARCH :— Mr. A, O. Clow, moving for the consideration of the Trades 
Disputes Bill said that bills to promote haimouy in industry seemed to have the 
opposite effect on those who discussed them. The Select Committee had not proved 
a Board of Conciliation ; the employers’ advocates and the labour advocates had not 
14 
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been brought to a common viewpoint. The main change made in the Select Committee 
was the restoration of the old section 1C of the Act dealing with general strikes, 
and Ihe omission of the proposed new section. The Government still legarded the 
principle of the proposed section is sound, namely that there should be a tiuce while 
a dispute was being investigated by a competent Tribunal “A strike was a declaration 
of war,” he said and “an appeal to foice and you could not easily discuss peace 
teims without an armistice. But Government felt that the form of the proposed 
clause was unsatisfactory and that they could not fairly ask the House to accept a 
novel clause in addition to the old section without a fresh reference, therefoie, to 
make a separate reference on the question of securing peace during the investigation 
of disputes”. Mr. Clow added the most important clause of the Bill, as it stood was, 
the clause 10 relating to conciliation officers There had been a tendency to con- 
centiate too much on the settlement of stiikes and too little on theii prevention. 
It was far moie difficult to effect a settlement after a strike declaration than before. 
If piovincial Goveinments weie enabled to appoint conciliation officers and appointed 
suitable men, a step would he taken towards promoting peace. Mr. Clow suggested 
in conclusion that the impiovement of indnstiial lelations was one of the vital needs 
of Indian industry and that the power of legislation in this spheie was veiy limited. 
A svmpathetic appreciation of the other side’s point of view' and coidial relationship 
could not be secuied by any statute. For the bigger changes, India must look to 
leaders of industiy and leadeis of labour and he hoped she w'ould not look in vain. 

Mr. N. V. Oadgil strongly criticised the profiosed changes in clause IG of the Act 
relating to general strikes and declaied that the aim seemed to ho to ciippIe oiganised 
labour. The clause in the original Act laid dow'n that strikes calculated to cause 
“severe, geneial and prolonged haidship” to the community shall be declared illegal. 
The Select Committee had agreed to the deletion of the w'oids 'general and prolonged” 
and there was an official amendment for the deletion of the w'ord “severe” also, so 
that any stike, which aroused hardship to the community could be declaied illegal. 
Mr. Gadgil wanted to know if theie could le anv stiike, which did not inflict haid- 
ship on the community. The object, therefoie, was cleaily to put down organised 
labour without imposing compensating duties and obligations on the em[doyers What 
provision had been made foi lediess of giievances, lie asked. Strikes were not called 
except to get some sound economic grievance ledressed and if stjikcs weie to be 
penalised, then it was necessary that some machineiy such as a standing court of 
enquiry should be estahlisliod for enquiry into disputes. 

Mr. Abdul Qatyum declared that the piovisions in the now Bill had been inserted 
with a view to strengthening the position of employeis and W'cakcning that of the 
laboureis. On paper Goveinment had tned to be impaitial as betw'eeii labour and 
capital, but in practice efforts to be impaitial hetw'eeii two such parties were 

unjustifiable, because the employer had oiganisation and resources incomparably 
greater than the labourer. The attempt to make political stiikes illegal wasdangeious 
because a general political strike w'as the only weajion in the bauds of tlio people 
to wrest power. Such a stiike was, iheiefoie, a necessity and a patriotic act. And, 

how was a political strike to he distinguislied from an economic strike ? Politics 

and Economics were so inextricably mixed that it was impossible to separate one 
from the other. 

Prof. Ranga spoke at length on the rights of labour. Ho criticised the Bill as ten- 
ding to help employers moie than workers. Ho taxed the Government with failure to 
encoui age healthy trade unionism in India as Govoi nment in Australia for instance 

were doing. The Government of India had not even tried to get recognition 
for G. I. P. and B. N. K. trade unions which were run on proper lines. He 
strongly objected to the provision making political strikes illegal. “It is only through 
a nation-wide effective political strike that w^e are going to get our grievances 
redressed,” ho declared and when such a strike w'as called, no laws could stand in 
the way. As regards public utility services and the attempts made to eulaige their 
definition, Pi of. llanga asserted that many of these were not public utility services. 
They were in the hands of private individuals who used the services for private gain. 
When the people wanted these services to he controlled by the Goveinment there 
was no propel response to that demand but then it was a question of curbing labour 

and making it difficult for the labourer to use the only weapon of the strike. Jhen 

the Government were only too ready to take steps. He was suie that non-Indian 
interests were behind the move ~to include tramways and waterways among public 
services. Under the new Bill it was open to the police to declare a strike illegal 

even if one of the strike leaders uses certain political phrases in the course of his 
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address to the strikers. The danger arising from this was greater because those who 
were also interested in labour were also interested in the emancipation of the country 
and believed that it was impossible to do anything real for labour without getting 
political power. 

Mr. Chapman Mortimer refuted the charges levelled against the employers 
generally that they were opposed to any kind of legislation for the amelioration of 
labour. Several labour laws were passed during the last few years and the attitude 
of the European group on those occasions conclusively proved that the charge of 
unsympathetic attitude towards labour was not coirect. It had been suggested that 
this bill was promoted by the capitalists. Mr. Mortimer said this was not true. 

The Bill as it emerged froth the Select Committee, had been radically improved upon 

and as such they supported it. He did not agioo with tho&o champions of labour, 
who wanted state control of public concerns. The speaker declaied that public utility 
concerns need not necessarily be state-owned. Furthermore it bad been said that the 
underlying principle of the present Bill was to stiflle the organisation of labour. Mr. 

Chapman Mortimer pointed out that this Bill had nothing to do with trade unionism 

and he was quite coitain that it was far fiora the intention of a well-known friend 
of labour like Mr. Clow to place any difficulty on the way of the growth of labour 
organisations. 

Dr. B. N. Chaudhury said every strike and in fact every process of bargaining 
was a form of warfare and whenever there was waifare, it happened that the third 
party namely, the community at large, suffered. If the community K-anted to be 
protected it”ought to see that there were no strikes. Since the community had not yet 
come to that stage of civilisation, it must be put to some inconvenience by strikes. 

He, therefore, opposed deletion of the words “severe general and prolonged.” 

The House passed Mr, Clow's motion for consideration of the Bill and thereafter 
took up tiie clauses. 

An impoitant amendment discussed was that of Mr. Af. A/. Joshi to exclude 
tramways from the definition of public utility services. Mr. Joshi said that he could 
not im-igino how the public would be inconvenienced in any way by a stnke on 
tramways. Tins was not the only means of support available to them The mover said 
that on this amendment he would insist on a division as ho wanted to test the 
sincerity of the House. 

Mr. Clow replying pointed out that the clause in question left the discretion to 
the provmoial G jvornrnonts to decido whether a tramways service was a utility 
service, and he had no doubt that the provincial Governments would not issue the 
notification in this connexion unless they were satisOed that it was public utility 
seivieo He said that there were places where tho tiamways were still the cheapest 
form of transpoit. 

The House divided and the amendment was defeated by 45 votes to 5, Mr. Joshi, 
Mr. S K ISom, Mr. A. N. Chattopadhaya, Faudit K. K. Malaviya and Dr. Banerjee 
being the only meraber.s, who voted for tho amendment. The Congress and the 
Independent paities lemained neutral. The House then adjourned. 

18 th. MARCH:— The Assembly to-day resumed di.scussion of the Trades Disputes 
Bill clause by clause. The House accepted ‘nem cun’ an amendment moved by Mr. 
N. Mahadeva Ayyar (official) for iiiclusiou among public utility services of tramway 
service and inland water transport service “if the piovincial Government by notifica- 
tion m the offfoial gazette declares” these services as public utility services for the 
purpose of this Act. 

Prof. Ranga moved an amendment intended to lay down that the only power 
supplied to a public utility service mentioned in the clause shall be included among 
public utility services for the purposes of the Act. 

The amendment was pressed to a division and was lost by 47 votes to 45. 

Mr. F. E. Jayyif^s moved an amendment drafted in agreement with the Congress 
Party to the effect that the word “prolonged” be dropped aud only the words “severe 
and general” be retained among the adjectives qualifying hardship the inflction of 
which would render a strike illegal. 

Mr. Joshi expressed surprise that the Congress party had accepted the amend- 
ment because he thought they were likely to suffer most by the omission of the 
word ‘^prolonged”. Without that word the clause would make hartals illegal and 
hartals were a form of demonstratiou that the Congress party frequently used. 
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Mr. B J. Desai^ Leader of the Opposition^ explaining the position of the Congress 
party said that it had opposed sec. sixteen of the original Act which prescribed that 
strikes calculated to inflict severe general and prolonged hardship on the community 
shall be illegal. Ho pointed out that the true effect of the section would remain 
even when the woid “prolonged” was omitted. The Bombay High Couit had held 
in the case of a strike wliich lasted four months that although it undoubtedly 
inflicted severe, jirolonged and geueial hardship on those immediately concerned it 
had not inflicted such haidship on the community that is to say, on the enty as a 
whole, and therefore it was not an illegal strike. The omission of the word 
“prolonged” thus would not make any difference so far as the clause acted as a 
cuib on the poweis of the executive to abuse its piovisions. 

Mr. Clow referred to (ho singular ineffectiveness of tlie clause and to the fact 
that many of the stnkes at winch it w’as aimed were stakes that brought sorrow 
to the strikers. The amendment was passed. 

Before the clause 8 was jnit Mr K. Santanam opposed the whole clause and 
declared it resulted in a wholly unwarranted and unjustifiable extension of 
executive powers. Ho contended no case had boon made for a change 
in the present law. The clause was objectionable jiarticularly because it would make 
sympathetic strikes called foi a day oi two illegal. The "amendment and tho dis- 
cussion on it would, lie thought, bo themselves tho cause of strikes in the country. 
The clause was passed without division. 

Mr. A. Aihtnan moved an amendment to provide that a conciliation officer shall 
not disclose any infoimation or the contents of any document if tho party to the 
dispute giving Ihe infoimation or ]troduciug the document icqiiests tho same to be 
treated as confidential. 

Sir N. N. Snear advised tho mover to withdraw the amendment which as Mr. 
Sanatanam had pointed out w^ould prevent disclosure of relevant information to 
ministers. The House agreed to the withdrawal of the amendment 

All amendments having been disposed of Mr. A. C. Clare moved that the Bill a.s 
amended be passed. In a brief speech he rcfcried to tho tendency on the part of 
some membeis to assume that Government were injuiing tho cause of woikeis by 
placing unnecessary restiictions on stiikers. Ho assuied tho House that it w’as not 
the intention of the Government to injure the woikers. His c\})erience had shown 
that the w’oikers lost heavily in strikers and it would have boon to the advantage of 
labour if they could pi event strikes occurring. He believed that in most of the cases 
chocks on stnkes would bo as much m the inteiests of woikers as any other party. 

The Bill was passed. 

Hindu Women’s Riuiits to Phoperty Act 

The House then passed with two verbal amendments the Bill to amend the Hindu 
Women’s Rights to Property Act, 1937, moved by Sir N. N. S.rcar. Tho Bill was 
intended to remove cortam difficulties expoiienced in the interpietation of the Act, 
For instance, as section 2 stands, if a Hindu dies a widower, the light of inheritance 
conferied on his widowed daughtei -in-law by the piovisions to section 3 could not 
take effect, which was not the intention of the Act. Xherefoie, in tho present Bill 
the word “leaving a widow” shall be omitted. The.Bill is to have retrospective effect 
as from commencement of the Act. The House then adjourned till the 2l6t. Maich. 

The Motor Yeiucles Bill 

21tt. MARCH Moving reference of the Motor Vehicles Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee to-day, titr Thomas bteivart desciibed the measure as a highway code and 
said : “This is the third time within the past ten yeais that the Government of India 
have brought before this House a legislative moasuie of major — indeed of prime im- 
portance. And when I use the term ‘majoi’, 1 do not mean merely to imply that 
this is a long and complicated Bill. I would claim also that in importance it is com- 
parable with the Companies Act and the Insurance Act amendments which have 
so recently been placed upon the Statute Book, and I would even venture to suggest 
that it concerns and touches a much wider public than either of those two measures”. 
Sir Thomas dealt at length with the genesis of the Bill and referred to the main 
objectives of the measure, which he labelled the “regulative” aspect and the “co-ordi- 
nation” aspect. At first sight, ho said, it might appear that the provisions for the 
issue and revocation of licences introduced a very high degree of regimentation and 
closely circumscribed the elementary rights of the individual. “Apart from the fact 
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that the individual has no elementary rights to be a danger to other individuals, I 
would refer, said Sir Thomas to clause 13— the appeal clause— which protects the 
individual against the arldtrations or vagaries of the executive authorities ; and I 
would also point out that whatever there may be by way of regimentation, — and I 
feel certain that what we have proposed will be approved by every authority charged 
with the regulation and control of motor traffic— that regimentation will not be by the 
centre but by the provinces for whom under Clause 21, we propose a very liberal 
rule-making power in regard to procedure for the control of licensing/* 

A most important change proposed was contained in Clause 2'3, which provided 
that registration in anv one province should be effective throughout the whole of 
British India. “T would, however-, like to omphasise that this provision makes no 
invasion on the fiscal rights of the provinces, fur the Clause makes it clear that the 
recognition of the validity of a Provincial Registration throughout India carried with 
it no exemption from taxation in other provinces. The Bill proposed to make obliga- 
tory upon provincial Governments to set up transport authorities. To this obligation 
exception had been taken lu sima quarters and au alternative had been put foiward 
that the relevant clause should he fiamed in permissive rather than mandatory terms. 
‘The Government, horrevor. said Sir Thomas, attach the highest imporranoo to the 
mandatory nature of the relevent provision. While wo are happy to ac-knowledge the 
spirit of Co-operation which is being e.xhibited m rlie province we feel that unless the 
control of transport is on a secui-e hasus— and such a basis can only be secured by a 
mandatory provision— proper co-ordmatiori of roal and rail transport can never be 
achieved.'’ A notable pait of Sir Thomas’s speech related to compulsory third paitv 
insurance. He said : ‘‘Tho Government of India have felt it incumbent on 
thomsolvBS to propose some reluff for those iinf iitunates who are involved in 
motor accidents Tiiey could not ignore the fact that the death rate from motor 
aecidonts m India is very neailv twice that of any other country in the world and 
whereas lu New Zealand 74 persins aio killel for every 10.0>0 motor cars plving on 
the roads, m India, netwirlistaiiJmg its vast area, the coi rO'.p luJiug figure is hundred 
and when we consider that minv, perhaps, most, of those who are injured are poor 
uneduoatt'd and in miny ca'ios the only suppoit of a family, hum initarian giounds 
alone suggest that the cise foi insurance is strong I realise the strength of the 
objections to compulsotv insuraace. It means extra operating cost foi the motor car 
owner who so often has little margin to pi ovule for additioii.il wot king cost. But 
the findings of tiie lusuraiiLO corarnitteo have eucouiaged us to think that the addi- 
tional bunlen on tin bus or loiry owneis will not bo too heavy. One anna per 
pas.soiiger per bundled miles or two annas per ton of goods cairied each day cannot 
be regarded as excessive and the Goveiument of India fool very strongly that the 
bus or lorry owner should shoulder this uot excessive burdeu lu the interests of his 
poorer and less fortunato biethreii. The pioposal to make insurance compulsory has 
received veiy widespread suppoit and though all Provincial Governments are not un- 
animous on this hssue wo feel veiy strongly that it is one on which we should 
ask the support and approval of this House." Sir Thomas made it clear that 
oompulsoiy insurance was not to be made obligatory until five years have elapsed 
since the commoncemout of this Act. 

Mr. H. Dow^ Commerce Secretary, introduced in the Assembly to-day a Bill to 
amend the Indian Coffee Cess Act 1935. It was explained that the Act iMovided for 
the lepresentation on tbo Indian Coffee Ce.ss Committee, inter alia, of three persons 
nominated by the Coffee Growers’ Association. This Association had since been dis- 
solved and the Indiau Coffee Cess Committee had made recommendation that the power 
of nomination of members on the Committee should be tiansfeired to certain 
planters’ associations of South India. The Bill was intended to give effect to this 
recommoudation. 

The Bill provided that one person each would be nominated by the Coorg Planters’ 
Assooiatiou, the Mysore Planters’ Association and the Indian Planters’ Association. 
The House then ad'journed. 

22nd. MARCH Mr. Ramnarain Singh commenced to-day the debate on the 
motion for reference of* the Motor Vehicles Bill to a select committee. He said that 
the need for the Bill was by no means proved. Had the Member in charge of the Bill, 
he asked, received any representation asking for the Bill either from Provincial Gov- 
ernments or from motor owneis ? Was the Bill calculated to bring any more profit 
to motor owners or more comforts to passengers ? He contended that there was no 
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need for the constitution of regional authorities. The District Board could he entrust- 
ed with the duties that the authorities weie expected to do. And why, he asked, 
should the Central Goveinment be invested with more powois ? The countiy knew 
how the powers that the Government already had were used m 19H2 w^hen men 
wearing khadi were not allowed to get into buses. 

Mr. J, D. Boyle (European Group) gave support to the general piinciples of the 
Bill, such as co-ordination, scientific control, codification of laws and also with the 
principle of third-party insuiance. He thought that the piovision by which the 
application of the provision logaidmg compulsory insurance would not be made effec- 
tive for five years should go a long way towaids ovei coming objections. As regards 
the small man, who had figured ratlior largely m recent speeches, ho agreed that it 
was the small man who was the pioneer of the bus service, and was till the 
back-bone of the system, but he was also the author of a gioat many of the 
evils such as overloading, reckless driving, inadequate attention to lepairs and 
working the diiveis for unconsciously long houis. P'or all these 
reasons, while everything should be done to safeguaid the small man’s interests, it 
was necessaiy that these interests should bo sacrificed to the general interests of the 
public. As regards the application of the Bill being confined to Bntish India, be 
hoped that the Government would not overlook, and would pi e.ss foi , leciprocal 
action by the States, so as to make the provisions of the Bill applicable throughout 
the whole of India. He voiced tlie European Group’s objection to the principle of 
the clause relating to the fixing of maxima and minima rates. I'his they considered 
a dangerous principle and hoped that the select committee would fiud a suitable 
alternative. 

Mr, N. J. Eoughton (official) confined his attention to the ci iticisms against the 
provisions legaidiug insurance. He said that a majority against the piovision 
nelonged to a party which took paiticular interest in the "welfare of the poor man 
and a parry winch he was coufuleot would do its utmost to piomote a measure which 
was so obviously intended to benefit victuns of undeserved misfoitune Tlie question 
had been asked why not have old ago pensions V Ho agieed that old age pensions 
were a beneficent "social measiie, but were veiy expensive, 'wheieas compulsory 
insurance was a measure, the cost of which was veiy low. As regards the objection 
to msurauco being a Central subject, Me. Houghton explained that in the luteiests of 
unifoimitv it must be a Central subj(»ct. Provincial vanations m this matter weie 
undesirable, and would only have the elloct of hampering the piir[>oso of insurance. 
On the geneial question of piovincial prerogative, he pointed out that insurance was 
comparable to workmen’s compensation. The provinces felt aggrieved because 
workmen’s compcnsarion was a subject of Central legislation. He gave three main 
arguments in favour of compulsory insurance, firstly, the appalling moitality from 
motoi accidents. In Germany it was 46 G per 10,000 vehicles, in Italy 59 4, while in 
India it was 0 3. Secondly, the complete failure of victims to claim compensation 
which was legally their duo. The Insurance Committee had lecorded the conclusion 
that in minor accidents, compensation though generally inadequate was paid without 
legal action, but such payments were rare in serious accidents. Thirdly, the small 
cost of one anna per passenger per hundred miles and two annas per ton of goods 
per day was well worth paying. These arguments taken together made an unanswer- 
able case. It was better to prevent a fatality to the bread-winner than to pay com- 
pensation to his dependents. Mr. Houghton referred to the conditions prevailing in 
some of the mam starting plaoes of bus tiaffic, where some buses had lo go for days 
without passengers and when passengers were at last available the buses raced along 
dusty roads reckless of the toll of death. He could give no better descriptions of such 
buses than to call them mechanised juggernauth cars ciushing to death as they pass 
their unwilling victims. 

Sardar Sant Singh agreed that some control on motor transport was necessary 
in order to prevent the large number of road accidents, but he wished that the Bill 
was simpler. Actually the provisions weie so complicated as to hamper the free use 
of motor vehicles. The provisions limiting hours of work and distance, vesting too 
much discretionary power in the hands of traffic administration and the setting up 
of a multiplicity of liceusing authorities were all objectionable. The licenses requiroa 
by the Bill would appear to be a new form of taxation. 

Mr. Thirumala Rao declared that the provisions such as those relating to the 
deposit of a lump sum of Rs. 1 lakh to cover insurance on an unlimited number of 
vehicles would have the effect of removing the industry from the hands of the 
middle classes and transferring it to foreign capitalists, who already had such a hold 



THE MOTOR VEHICLES BILL 


111 


—23 MAR. ’38 1 


on the transport Industry through manufacture of vehicles. Referring to the third 
party insurance, he opposed it and asserted that it was not calculated to minimise 
the evils against which it was aimed. Railways, which were liable to compensation 
for accidents and were State-managed and controlled, had not succeeded in minimising 
casualties. He thought sickness insurance was a greater necessity at present than 
third party insurance, which would only bear heavily on the passenger. 


23rd. MARCH A/r. Bajoria described the grievances of passengers who were 
often ill-treated and bullied by conductors and drivers. Referring to the need for a 
stricter examination of applicants before Iicemses wore issued, he declared, “Those 
who drink winos and cocktails should not be given licenses (laughter). I think if we 
stop licenses to drunken drivois it will help the cause of prohibition”. But licenses 
should not be refused on political reasons. 

Mr. Sri Prakash kept the House interested and amused for nearly an hour by a 
series of quips and humorous sallies with which ho mingled his plea that the Bill 
should deal moio diiectly with the fundamentals of the situation. One of these 
fundamentals, he said, was the “unholy alliance between the policeman and the 
motor man” and he uiged tliat “efforts should bo made to break the alliance by 
measures stronger than tlio Sarda Act”. A couple of provisions in the Bill to make 
clear that those in authority who misused power would be as severely punished as 
the reckless diiver would have a salutaiy effect and would go a great way to dis- 
pel tlie imjiression that in this country the non-official was punished both for his 
own faults and for the faults of the official Referring to co-ordination, he said 
railways themselves failed to co-ordinate their services with the result that the 
motor bus had the advantage. Ho suggested that officials themselves by patronising 
the railway instead of motor car could popularise railway travel among people who 
imitated those in authority. lie made an interesting suggestion about speed control. 
He said, “Speed Oovernois” were as unnecessary as Provincial Bovernois’ (laughter). 
If the lulo was made that no cats should be fitted W'lth a speed higher than ‘lie limit 
prescribed in the Bill, then theie was no chance of anyone exceeding the limit. In 
Government’s anxiety to preserve the monopoly of the lailways, Mr Sri Prakash 
saw the same old spiiit of the East India Company who started "with a monopoly in 
pepper, “They came to tiade in pepper and remained to rule and we tried to drive 
them away with salt but failed’ . (load laughtei). But they now wanted a monopoly 
of everything. 

Mr. K, S. Oupta challenged the statement that the Railways were a national 
concoiii ; it was national only to the foieigncrs. The Bill, he declaied, failed to give 
piotection to the pedestrian or the passengei, hut only imposed stiingent restrictions 
on motor vehicles. The lailways, he said, were like “a step-mother wlio gave a stone 
to the daughter industry which ciied for bread”. For instance, in Andhra the freight 
rate between Viziariagiam arid Bimhpatam w^as two annas per ton by bullock cart and 
two and-a--half annas bv rail Naturally the bullock carried the bulk of the traffic 
until the railways stepped lu and reduced their rates to two annas and even one-and- 
a-half anna, with the lesult that 11, (XX) bullock caits were thrown out of use which 
meant 6,()(X) bullocks and 3,C0J dnveis lendeiod idle. If, theiefoie, the railways were 
to have representation on tianspoit authorities empowoied to fix rates, they wou'd 
fix rates, which would be detiimental to other foims of transport than railways. He 
also suggested that an institution should bo set to tiam drivers scientifically. 

Mr. Kailash Behari Lnl leferred to the volume of opinion which tended to sup- 
port railways as a national industry. Ho agreed that railways were a national 
industry but the importance of motor transport ought not to be minimised. It was 
the general belief that this Bill was framed to favour railways and there was a good 
deal of ground for this sus’ucion. 

Maulana Zafar Ah declaied that in these days of unemployment the Bill would 
shut out a valuable avonuo hitherto ■ open to Indians. He said that voters had refused 
to go to polling booths by any other transport except by motor cars. This Bill, by 
putting restrictions on motor transport, might prove an impediment to successful 
elections and therefoie the Bill was not in the inteiests of the Government of India 
itself (Laughter). He declared that a voice in fixing maxima and minima rates foi a 
competing form of transport should not be given to railways. 

Mr. Chalika challenged the contention that motor competition was responsible for 
the losses on railways. He argued that ^ motor transport had helped railways by 
bringing them passengers and goods from distances which railways could not other* 
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wise have reached. Regional control proposed would, in his opinion, cripple motor 
transport and deprive the travelling public of a means of communication which took 
up and set down passengers practically at tlieir doors. The real remedy against 
losses on railways was improvement of service and better treatment of passengeis. 

Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar said that the speeches hitherto had centred 
round the idea that railways as an impoitant national asset would bo soiiously affected 
unless the Bill was pushed through. He suggested that the future lay with motor 
tiansport. Fiom the point of view of investment, both the railways and roads were 
equal, the amount being Bs. 600 croies in the case of each, while fiom the point of 
view of revenue the railways contributed Rs. 8 ciores to general revenues, while the 
Central Government got Hs. 5 cioies to Rs 7 croics by way of import duty from 
motor cars paits, etc. But it Jiad been pointed out by Messrs. Mitchell and Kirkness 
that it was idle to think of railways being extended in any part of India consistently 
with economic management, and it might in fact bo desiiable to clo&o certain light 
railways and bianch lines. In the Madias Biesidency tbcie was onh" one mile of 
railway foi every 50 square miles of aiea, while the loads wore one mile foi every 
four and-a-half square miles. There was more scope for expansion of roads, parti- 
culaily to provide marketing facilities in lural aieas and to connect villages which 
were now cut off fiom the mam roads. Mr. Ayyangar liad not finished bis speech 
when the House adjourned. 

24th. MARCH Mr. AnaJitasayanam Ayyafigar resuming his speech pointed 
out that uneconomic competition between railways and motor tiansjioit was confined 
to aieas where the railway lino ran parallel to * loads, that is about 48 per cent of 
railway mileage On such roads, he suggested the lailw’ays might themselves run 
motor tiansport on condition that tho rates chaigod did not hf>ar liaishly on the user. 
Let the Goveiument trv tins method he said, and w'atcli the lesult and them come 
to the House wnth a Bill. In fiaming tJie lestrictions j)ut upon ]>rivate and public 
earners, the author had given no thought to tho effect of tliese restrictions on the 
improvement of the couutij’s industiy. He acknowledged the state of things he 
haa seen in Ameiica and asked bow' it was that in this country the railways seemed 
to carry only a small number of jiassengeis compaied to tlie heavy rush at every 
station and on eveiy tram m India. One met on the Ameiican roadways four or 
five cars passing every minute of the day and in spite of all this one heard no such 
complaint as in India of railways fading to pay The excitement in India over tho 
failing of railway levenue struck him as the more cuiious wdion he remem hoi ed that 
nowhere was raihvuy travel more comfortable than in India. (Cues of dissent). 

Prof Ranga said that Mahatma Gandhi was right in condemning motor cars and 
rallwa>s. The increasing uneraployment among tho diiveis of t)ullock caits that 
accomfianied tho spread of these mo'diTn transpoits, pioved how light Gandhiji was. 
Prof. Ranga made a senes of suggestions for secuiing proper tiaiiimg and treatment 
for motoi diiveis and regietted this omission fiom the Bill. lie wanted that scliools 
for training diiveis should bo staited and when they w’ero employed they should 
have security. Minimum wages and al.so maximum hours of woik "should "bo fixed 
not only per day but also per week. Theie sliould be a -svaiting list of drivers. Both 
those w’ho had passed out of schools and those who had been throwm out of employ- 
ment, employment should be given to them in the order of jiiionty. He w'antod an 
assurance that railways which wore certain to get an accession of strength by the 
passage of tho Bill w’ould not take unfair advantage of its provisions. He suggested the 
establishment of a Commuuication.s Board in addition to the Railway Board and the 
future lailway authority. 

Mr. Badridutt Pande severely criticised tho Bill as a measure calculated to oust 
the Indian, who owned the motor transport industry and to give a monopoly to the 
railw'ays He w'as opposed to the suggestion that tlio Government should also run 
motor tianspoit, because those who mismanaged the railways were likely to 
mismanage motor transport as well. Further tho expeiience of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, who were running three hundred buses in the State, shoyved that the State 
could not run it without loss. He complained that the Government of India had not 
consulted the Provincial Governments, who were vitally concerned. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai humorously referred to a great Bombay Judge, who had 
what he described as a "‘single-tract” eye and could, therefore, concentrate on what 
he liked and ignore what he did not like. It was possible to regard some of the 
provisions of the Bill in isolation in this way and say they were -all right, but 
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Tiewing them in their perspective a different opinion might be arrived at. He 
divided the provisions of the Bill into what he would call safety provisions and 
economic and politi(3al provisions. Bafety provisions such as those relating to ensar- 
Ing road worthiness of vehicles would, he thought, bo generally conceded as essential. 
But even in licensing of vehicles and drivers it was easy to have provisions 
80 stringent as unnecessarily and wrongly to discourage legitimate means of 
transport. 

It was then he came to the second category of provisions that difficulties arose. 
Tliey had to deal with two forms of transport, ono of which was owned by the tax- 
payer and with regard to the other it had to be remembered that they had to use 
material not manufactured in the country and therefore every pie of the Rs. 17 
crores spent on it in recurrent charges yearly on spare parts and petrol, etc., went 
to the foreigner. The method of co-oidination suggested for the two forms of trans- 
port, amounted to domination by railways. The provision for equal representation of 
railways on the regional transpor-t authorities meant nothing else. This was the most 
dangerous thing in the Bill and with it the House could not pass the measure. It 
was like a small grain of arsenic coated with much sugar. The provisions relating 
to compulsory insurance had been based on figures with which he confessed he was 
not impressed. The motor vehicle was not the only cause of death m India as the 
motor insurance committee seemed to make it appear. He did not mean that deaths 
due to the motor car were therefore negligible, but they ought to view them from 
the correct perspective. He repeated that even more than the provisions relating to 
insurance the danger of the Bill was in its provisions regarding co-ordmation. 

Str Thomas Stewart, replying to the four days’ debate, thought that most Jof the 

criticisms made had reference to points of detail which ought to have«boen left for 

consideration at a later stage. It had been said that regulation might go too far and 
that however desirable safety might bo, it was possible to regulate an industry out 
of existence. But it was a question of fact whether the paiticular regulations for 
licence and registration piovided m the Bill were of that nature or not, and ’t was a 
question of fact which might be debated in the select committee. He expressed 
agreement with the complaint of lack of adequate statistics and said that the Govern- 
ment of India were already in conespondence with the Local Government in this 

matter. It was one of the duties entrusted to the technical sub-committee of the 

transport advisory committee, and he hoped that adequate statistics would be available 
before long As regaids the complaint of oppiession by the police, he was glad to 
hear from one of the speaker that under the present regime in some of the provinces 
the conduct of the pohee was improving, and he trusted that the improvement would 
continue. As for contiol, the need for it had been admitted. It was one of the evils 
of unec3onomic competition that buses concentrated on the more populous parts to the 
entire neglect of other parts which weie in need of devolojimonts. The needed to be 
corrected. Referring to the objection to regional authority containing representatives 
of railways, Sir Thomas said that the meaning of the section w’as that regional 
authority might be either an official body or a mixed body. If it contained repre- 
sentatives of one form of transport then it must contain representatives of the other 
form, but there was a possibility of neither of these representatives being present. 
The regional authority was a body that was to be chosen by the Local Governments, 
to whom one might safely leave it to defend the inteiests of motor transport within 
their jurisdiction. It had been alleged that the Bill was designed to strangle motor 
transport. Ho suggested there were easier ways of doing it than drafting an enor- 
mous Bill. He reminded the House of the sums that Government were spending 
on road development and maintenance and the Ks. 7 crores revenue that the motor 
industry brought to the Cential revenues. If therefore. Government strangled the 
industry they would be guilty of the colossal foolishness of killing the goose that 
laid the golden egg. Government were not to kill motor transport ; 
they recognised the usefulness of its function in developing the trade 
of India, but they believed that railways and motor transport could live best together 
if their activities were co-ordinated. Referring to compulsory insurance he was glad 
that no one had tried to make out that it would he an unreasonable burden on the 
industry, but he would be glad to consider any alternative scheme in place of the 
one framed in the Bill. Be appreciated the non-party spirit in which the Bill bad 
been considered and expressed the hope that the same spirit would oontiuue in the 
select committee. 

16 
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The House passed the motion for reference of the Bill to a select committee and 
ad j earned. 

Safety for Workers in Bttildino Industry 

25th. MARCH :—Measures for safety in th e buildiDg industry were discussed in 
the Assembly to-day on a resolution moved by Mr. A. G. Clow^ Secretary, Labour 
Department. The resolution ran 

“This Assembly, having considered the draft convention and recommendations 
relating to safety in the building industry adopted at the 23rd session of the Inter- 
national Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor-General in Council: 


(a) “That provincial Governments be consulted regarding the desirability and 
practicability of legislation to secure greater safety for woikers in the building 
industry and 

(b) That their attention be drawn to the recommendations concerning co-operation 
in accident prevention and vocational education.” 

Mr. Clow referred to the comparative absence of hazard in the groat bulk of 
building opeiations in India whore the great majority of buildings consisted of humble 
cottages. In the bigger cities wheie building operations lequired scaffolding and 
mechanical appliances they entered the region of hazard They had no precise 
statistics, but it was leasonable to suppose that the number of accidents could be 
reduced by enforcement of suitable regulations. As regards the convention the pre- 
amble was vague, while the recommendations weie so extraordinarily precise .that it 
would be almost impossible to enforce them to any laige extent at piesent. 


Mr. Clow made it clear that, whatever form of legislation was adopted, the 
executive power would vest in the provinces and could not be assumed by the 
Centre, so that it was vital to ensure that if legislation was adopted the piovincial 
Governments were ready to secuie effective enfoi cement. That was why the pro- 
vincial Goveinments were to be consulted. They were to be consulted on three 
particular questions, namely what was the extent and" character ot the hazard involved, 
now far these hazards were to bo reduced by these provisions and which of these 
provisions the provinces were in a position to enforce. 

Mr. Sanatanam moved an amendment to the effect tliat consultation with the 
provinces should bo limited to legislation for safety of the building industry in 
Municipal ureas. 

Mr. Clow pointed out that the amendment would place a limit on the views of 
the pi evinces which, he thought, should be left free to consider the question of 
desirability of dealing with limited and woll-dcvoloped aieas. 

Mi. Josht moved an amendment to the effect that, after consultation with the 
provinces, Goveinmont would place their decision before the Assembly as soon as 
it was practicable. 


Mr. A. O. Clou\ replying to some of the points raised duiing the debate, referred 
to the complaint that there had been a change in the convention of placing inter- 
national conventions before the House. Ho said that the Governmont of India had 
never claimed that they were going to decide which of the conventions should or 
should not he laid befoie the House What was alteied in ceitain respects was the 
procedure m laying the recommendations before the House. As regaids the question 
of what the Government weie doing with a laigo number of other conventions, he said 
that the Government hoped that before the end of the sess ion they would be in a 
position to lay a statement on the table showing precisely w hat they proposed to do 
in respect of each of them. He accepted Mr. Joshi’s amendm ent but tbe Government 
could not piomise that they W'ould move a lesolution in a negative sense. It would 
be foi members of the House if they were dissatisfied with the Ooveinment’s decision 
to take such action as appeared appropiiate to them. The resolution as amended was 
passed. 

The cut motion moved by the Congress paity i educing the demand for a supple- 
mentary giant not exceeding Ks. 43,000 m respect of the Cential Braid of Revenue 
by Rs. 34,800 (re : appointment of income-tax adviser and the emp'oyment of two 
adviseiB on special duty) was earned by 48 votes against 45. 

The Assembly had earned an adjournment motion about the appointment of an 
income-tax adviser in the last Simla session. 


28th. MARCH The practice of retired Government servants taking up appoint- 
ments with firins with which they had dealings while in office was iciitioised in the 
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Central issernWy to-day in the course of a discussion on a Government demand iot a 
supplementary grant not exceeding Rs. 65,000 in respect of ‘currency*. 

Mr. N. Ad. Joshi.^ speaking against the grant, referred to the condition of workers 
of the Nasik Printing Press and said the wages were low and their housi ig was de- 
fective. He also stated that a former master of the printing press was now a direc- 
tor of the firm which supplied paper to the press. This was a wrong thing to do 
and he wanted the Government of India to look into this matter, which was one of 
great public importance. 

Sir James Grigg^ Finance Member, said that he had already promised the House 
that the Government of India would re-examine in all its bearings the question of 
ex-Government servants taking up directorship of firms with which they had dealings 
while in Goveinraent servitie He did not want the idea to get about that the Gov- 
ernment of India were indifferent to this question ; but he reminded the House of 
the absence of ad^'quato sanction in India. Even in England, where the control over 
the award of pension was greater than in India, the policy of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had recently been stated to bo to rely in the mam on individual sense of right 
and wrong. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desat said it was time that in the terras of the service of cov- 
enanted seivants a provision was raalo that if a member of tho Civil Service or 
Militaiy Service engaged in any employment or profession after his retirement, which 
the Government of India did not appiove he would forfeit his pension. After all the 
salaries and pensions paid to the services were liberal enough to obviate the need for 
further emoluments. 

Sir Jamas Onqg gave tho assurance that the suggestion made by the Leader of 
the Opposition would be included in tho scope of the re-examination of the question 
but as a distinguished lawyer the leader of the Opposition must know that any altera- 
tion of the terms could only be made in the case of future entrants. 

The demand was eventually passed. 

Prof. Ravgi opposed the supplementary demand for Rs 90,000 under “Miscellane- 
ous” and condemned the expenditure incurred m illuminations and fire-works at tho 
time of tho Coronation. The illumination m the Imperial Capital at a time when the 
Gove nraent of India had moved up to Simla could only have been for the benefit of 
the jackals, (Laughter), which were about the only living things there at that time 
of the year. The money should have been spent in food or medical aid to the poor. 

Sir Henry Crath explained tliat the amount related to illumination of all public 
buildings of the Central Guvernraout m all important towns in India and was a 
moderate one considering the interest aroused by the historic ceremony. It would bo 
ungracious to refuse this small sum because some members thought it might have 
spent in giving fieo meals and raodical aid to the poor. That amounted to arguing 
that no kind of expenditure should be indulged that might better be spent on food. 

The motion was pressed to a division and passed by 60 votes to 40. 

Sugar Protection Continuance Bill 

Mr. E. Dow, Commerce Secretary, moved a Bill for continuance of sugar protection 
for one year from March 31, 1938. He said that the Bill proposed the extension of 
protection and also the amendment of Section 3 of the ongiiial Act. That was becauso 
the Government were of opinion that a proposal to continue tho existing duty for one 
year, coupled with a statement of their intentions to consider further the duty for 
the ueriod from March 1939, to March, 1946, and to lay their proposals before the 
legislature later m respect of that period, would not have been an adequate discharge 
of tho obligation which was laid on them by Section 3 of the Act Explaining the 
need for the measure, Mr. Dow said that the Tariff Board was unable to submit its 
report until late in December and the Government had not been able to consider the 
recommendations till now owing to their preoccupation with the Legislature. 

F^of. Ranga drew attention to the original intentions of the Act which, according 
to him, were that both the manufacturer and sugar-cane grower should be benefited but 
the position appeared to be that oulv manufacturers were benefited by the protection, 
while the growers continued to suffer and often had to burn their cane becauso 
manufacturers would not purchase it. 

Dr. Barter jee wishoi that the Tariff Board report hai been presented and the 
House had all opportunity of discussing it. He wanted the assurance that nothing 
would be done to go back upon the policy of discriminating protection. But he thought 
it absolutely essential that all the different parties in the industry, the manufacturer, 
the grower, the labourer aud the cousumer, should beuefit from the protection. 
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Mr. Dow^ replying to the debate,! assured the House that the Government would 
take into very careful consideration all the detailed points that had been urged in the 
course of the debate. The motion for consideration was thereafter passed. 

At the final stage of the Bill, Prof. Ranga urged that all the Local Governments 
be made to enquire into the conditions prevailing in each of the sugar producing 
areas and a minimum price for cane be fixed. Over-production of cane beyond the 
marketable quantity should be restricted. 

Mr. S. Jt. Som 'said the excise duty which was ingeniously passed on by the 
capitalists to the shoulders of the cultivator should be abolished. The International 
Sugar Convention, of which India was made a party against her will, was most in- 
equitous to India. 

Mr. Dow said that the delay in setting up a sugar committee was due to non- 
receipt of the reply to the Government circular issued in July last from the most 
important sugar producing province of U. P. Unless their reply was received it was 
not possible to proceed with the constitution of this committee. 

On Mr. Dow'‘s motion the House also passed the amendments made by the Council 
of State in the Workers’ Compensation Act Amendment Bill. Ho said the amend- 
ments were purely corrections of grammatical mistakes and did not in any way alter 
the substance of the Bill. 

Saxt Law (Sind) Amend. Bill (Contd.) 

Mr. Lloyd then moved consideration of the Bill to amend law relating to salt at 
present in force in Sind, as reported by the select committee. Mr. Anantasnyanam 
ChetUyar questioned the jurisdiction of the House to amend a provincial Act. Sir N.N. 
Sircar argued that as the Bill referred to a Bill dealing with exclusively Central 
subject the Assembly was within its rights to pass amending legislation such as 
the one proposed. The Bill was eventually passed. 

Indian Coffee Cess Act Amend. Bill 

The last item on the agenda, namely, the Bill to amend the Indian Coffee Cess 
Act, 1935, provided for the representation on the Coffee Cess Committee, ‘inter alia’ 
of three persons nominated by the Coffee Groweis’ Association. This Association had 
since been dissolved and the Indian Coffee Cess Committee had recoraineiided that 
the power of nomination of membois on the ('Jommittee should be transferied one 
each to the Coorg Planters’ Association, the Mysore Planters’ Association and the 
Indian Planters’ Association, The Bill was passed and the House adjourned. 

30th. MARCH : — After question time Sir James Qrigg^ Finance Member, 
amid cheers, conveyed to the House that the Governor-General in the discharge of 
his responsibility had restored the supplementary demand in respect of the Central 
Board of Revenue (appointment of an income Tax Adviser), whicli was rejected by 
the House on Fiiday last. 

Child Marriage Restraint Amend. Bill 

Mr. B, Das was cheered as he rose to move the Bill to amend the Sarda Act as 
reported by the Select Committee. He said that no elaborate speech was necessary as 
the Congress Party had decided to support the Bill and hoped that the House would 
speedily pass it so as to enable it to be immediately placed on the Statute Book 

Sir N. N. Sircar explained that all arrangements were made for the nomination 
of a women member, but circumstances prevented her being present to-day. Supporting 
the Bill, Sir N. N. Sircar referied to Mr. Bajoria’s opposition to it and to his claim 
to speak on behalf of the Mar wan community and quoted from a resolution passed 
by the Marwari Trades Association heartily supporting the Bill. Similarly the 
Marwari ladies also held a meeting and gave their support to the measure. Referring 
to the changes made by the Select Committee, Sir N. N. Sircar dealt particularly with 
the omission of the provision empowering a court to issue an injunction ‘ex parte’ 
against a contemplated child marriage. If the provision remained it would have been 
possible for “any village barber to hie an affidavit against the parent or guardian and 
get an injunction issued just before a marriage.” The person on whom the in- 
junction would be serve<i would have no option but to stop the marriage 
although he would have incurred all the preliminary expenses. The injunction might 
later turn out to be unjustified, but the mischief would have already been causei 
The harrassment would be worse because there is no provision for payment of 
damages. 
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Dr. Shagteandai, in supporting the motion, spoke on the sociological and eugenic 
priDciples of marriage, but the president held that a discussion of these was not in 
order during the debate on a Bill which merely sought to amend the application of 
principles already agreed upon. 

Mr. Bajoria also endeavoured to deal with certain general aspects of legislation 
affecting religion and was similarly held to be out of order. quite agree” he added, 
“that I do not represent the Marwari community or any community alone, but I 
represent millions and millions of Sanatanists (question) who hold that marriage is a 
sacraraont with which this House, constituted as it is, has no right to interfere”. Ho 
proceeded to say that the Marwari Trades Association, whoso resolution was quoted 
by the Law Member, was a mushroom body. He agreed that the Hill had the support 
only of a few reformists in the community. A series of other general observations 
were ruled out by the President until Mr. Bajoria said he did not want to speak any 
further. 

8ir A. Fi. Ghuxnavi was interrupted by a series of points of order. He said 
that “this third edition of the Sarda Act’* was as objectionable as the original Bill, 
wdiich for all practical purposes was a dead letter. No case under the Act had been 
brought against a poor man, but only against wealthy men showing that tho intentiou 
of those who used the Act was mere black mail. He also complained that the Govern- 
ment were placing all their resources at the disposal of Mr. B. Das, the mover, 
including permission to discuss the Bill on an official day such as to-day. 

Mr. F. E. James said that the poluw of aloofness adopted by Europeans in regard 
to legislation should not bo interpreted as complete indifference on their part to 
important problems faiung the country. On matters like the one before the House 
there was room for deep and honest difference of opinion. lie would urge on the 
reformists to lecognise tho honesty of orthodox members who came forward to give 
expression to their views with coutage. Questions of social reform could not be 
solved except by those w'ho wore affected theieby But wdienever the help of the 
European community was asked for, it w’ould be given ungrudgingly and it was m 
that spirit he had agreed to serve on the select committoo There weie some in tho 
couiitiy who wanted to go much further and faster, but the Bill took a middle course 
and m doing so it really endeavoured to perfect the machineiy whereby the pi’nciple 
underlying tho Act could bo effectivoly enfoiced. He congratulated the Law Member 
for giving a right lead in the select committee. 

Division was again challenged on Mr. B. Das’s motion for consideration and it was 
earned b\ 91 votes to 2Z. 

Discussion of the clauses was then taken up, but when the House rose only nine 
out of 28 amendments tabled had boon disposed of. Mr. Bajoria supported by 8ir 

A. II Gliuznavi fought every inch of ground. 

Most of tho amendmeuts related to Clause 6 giving power to courts under certain 
conditions to issue an injunction prohibiting marriage in contravention of the Act. 

Mr. Bajoria first moved tho omission of the whole clause and quoted the views 
of the U. P. Goveinraont against it. 

8ovoral voices : Is it the old Government or tho Congress Government ? 

Mr. Bajoria said ho .saw no date on the memoiandiim containing their view^s. Ho 
proceeded to say that even the mention of injunction in connection with an auspicious 
occasion like marriage stuuk in his uostiils. Had they, he asked, heard of another 
country in which injunctions could bo issued against marriage? Ho declared that 
he was suffenng from the tyranny of tho majority consisting of the Congress and 
the Governmont and complained that the Congiess had engaged its members who 
were sitting like dumb cattle and would not answer his argumouts. Nor were 
Government members trying to meet his contentions. 

8ir N. N. Sircar said it was really a case of tyranny of minority (laughter). 
Goveinment were not going to follow Mr. Bajona’s example of repeating the same 
arguments at every stage. As regards there being no other country where injunction 
against marriage could be issued he asked if they heard of any other country 
where there were hundreds of widow^s below the age of one ? An unparalleled situa- 
tion demanded an unparalleled remedy (cheers). 

Mr. Bajoria's motion was rejected, as also another motion to restrict the souice of 
information on which a Magistrate could Act in issuing an injunction. Further debate 
was adjourned 

31st. MARCH Alter two days’ heated debate the Assembly passed to-day Mr. 

B. Das 8 Child Marriage Restraint Act Amendment Bill by 87 votes against 16. 
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Before adjourning for lunch the Assembly devoted an hour to consider the bill and 
disposed of all the amendments moved theieto 

Mr. Bajoria moved six more amendments but all were i ejected. His amendment 
to Clause t) "^pioviding that injunction against child maiiiage shall be issued at least 
seven days piior to the date of marriage’ was btiougly opiiosod by the Law Member 
The house t ejected the amendment. 

Similarh another of his amendments that the court should issue notice at least 
fifteen dajs befoie the date of mariiage to tlio person concerned and afford him an 
ojipoitunity to show cause against the issue of injunction was also rejected. 

Mr. Bajoria was able to get the sufipoit of Mi. MS Aney and the Nationalists 
to his amendment that disobedience of injunctions should be ‘punishable only with 
simple imprisonment. 

Sir N Sircar pointed out the necessity for ngoious imjuisonment for offences 
such as the selling of a child of one or two yeais of ago in maiii.u^e 

The amendment was piessed to a division and i ejected by 74 votes to 21. 

Tho House also n'jected another of Mi Bajonas amendment to reduce the term 
of imprisonment fiotn thieo mouths to two mouths 

Some amusement w’as caused wdien Mi. Bajoiia moved the last of his amendments 
which, Jie said, was his tniinji caid The amendment intioluued a iiew' clause “that 
nothing contained in tins Act shall apply to a j)ersori wdio by an affidavit solemnly 
affiimed before a magistrate of the first class d(*clares the due |)erfoimanoe of a 
marriage in conformity with the leligious bclnff." lie hojied that gooi sense w’ould 
prevail on the House and his verj modest amendment would ]>e ai^oepted. 

Mr AT. Sanianam laised a jioint of oidei that the amendment sought to alter tho 
original Act and it did not aiise fiom the amending Bill bcloie the House. Jt was 
therefore out of onlci. 

Tlio President upheld tlie objection and tbc amendment was luled out of ordei. 

All amendments having been disposed of Mr. B. Das moved that the Bill be passed. 
The Bill was duly passed. 

Mr Das expressed liis thanks to the members of the House for tho way in 

which they had leceived the lb II and to the Hoveinment foi then co-ojieration, with- 
out which it w’ould not liave been his good fortune to see this raeasuie become law'. 

The Congiess Party W'as wuntded to social lefoim wdiich would laise to a higher plane 
the phj^sical, intelleoHial and moial condition of the jieople IIo took the ojijiortunity 
to jiay a tnbute of admiiation to Mi. Bijoiia for the jiertinacitv wuth which he 

had defended his case. Mr l)as also tlianked tlie various associations and individuals 
in India and England wdio had suf»ported tin* measuio and exjJiesscd tJie hope tliat 
the (government w'ould give the assurance tliat the measure would be w’orked lu the 
spiiit in which it was conceived, and that ion or twenty years iience cliild wudow’s 
W'ould be unknown in India. 

Tra.de Pacts with other CorxTRiES 

l»t. APRIL : — Mr. S. Satyamurti moved the following resolution in the Central 
Assembly to-daj '‘This Assembly lecomracuids to the (iovonior-tTenoral in Council 
that no steps should be taken to conclude a fiesh Jndo-British trade agreement or any 
trade agi cement of a similai nature WMthout first consuliiiig the Assembly.” 

Mr. Satyamurti said “J have made many s|»eeches in this House and God willing 
I hope to make many more but 1 wull make no speech to-day for I cannot. 1 merely 
express ray earnest hope and conviction that the mute appeal of a sick man on be- 
half of his countiy will perhaps touch tho hearts of my colh*aguoa in this House 
better than the most eloquent speech which can be made on behalf of this lesolutiou 
which 1 submit as a veiy modest and veiy leasonable one 1 merely ask that Gov- 
ernment shall conclude no Jiido-Biitish trade agieement without first consulting this 
Assembly.” 

Mr. B. Dow^ Commerce Secrctarv, responding to the suggestion that the Govern- 
ment spokesman should state the Government case at this stage, said he had always 
felt there was a ceitain amount of unreality in a discussion of this nature. It was 
difficult for these majoi questions affecting tho commerce Depaitment to be dealt 
with really on merit because members opposite spoke not merely on the commercial, 
but on the constitutional issue. He quoted Kir Joseph Bhoie’s declaration that it 
would be an impossible ijosition if the re.spoasibility for admmistration rested with 
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the Government and they were required to accept and give efect to lines of policy 
laid down by a legislature which did not have the responsibility of carrying out that 
policy. Mr. Dow said that that really lay at the root of the whole discussion. One 
result of having an iriesponsible Government was an irresponsible Opposition He was 
sure that there had been many matteis on which if the Opposition had had to take 
the responsibility of carrying out their decisions they would have decided otherwise 
than they actually did. feefuiiing to the implications of the lesolution, ho said that 
some members had taken it to mean that the Government should conclude an agree- 
ment but should bring it before the House before giving effect to it. That was not 
the woiding of the resolution, but that seemed to be assumed by some speakers. He 
said in so far as the agreement involved a laismg of duties it is bound to be brought 
before the House. As ugaids tbe present ntgonations the Government had at pre- 
sent no knowledge ^\hetller tliey w’ould or vould not result m a trade agreement, and 
it would bo premature for the (locernment to make up then mind whether they 
would or would not bung the matter befoio tiic Assembly. He declared that there 
was no wairant foi the suggestion that the Government had gone back on the pre- 
vious undertaking noi had they any intention of going back. 

After fuither discussion the resolution was eventually passed. 

Indun Tarii f Act (1934) Ame.vd. Bill 

4lh. APRIL The Assembly to-day assented to the ciiculation of the Anti- 
Phooka Bill foi eliciting public opinion theieon, and agieed to take up consideration 
of a Bill lecommeudiug the continuance of import duty on bioken rice for one 
more year. 

Bir Mohammed moved that the Bill to amend the Indian Tariff Act of 1934 in 
order to continue the import duty on bioken iice for a >ear more be taken into 
cnnsideiation. ISir Moliaramad claimed tint the duty had not onlv been completely 
ettective in stopping impoit of bioken iice, but had also had some effect in keeping 
down imooits of paddy and whole iice, which had been piogressivelv smaller since 
the duty came into ojieiatioii. Last yeai irapoits of paddv weie negligible and those 
of whole rice weie i educed to a compaiatively insignificant figure At the same 
time tlie puce of iioe in the Madias Piesidency, w'heie the puces liad been most 
directly affected by the duty had foi the most* pait Itoen higher than a year ago 
though m the last few months theie had been a downwa-d tendency and wholesale 
puces weie at pieseut a little below’ what they w’eie last >ear. But prices m 
Madias wheie they weie affcMjtfd more liy imports of Buima iice than by impoits of 
foreign me. which had iteeii veiy littie indeed, so that on the W’hole tlie position 
was sucli that the duty niiglit w’ell have been di^iiensed with altogether. But a 
study of tho foiecast w’ltli icgaid to nee for the next year show’cd that tlieie might 
possilily be an appitdionsiou of gi eater impoits if the duty weie taken off altogether, 
and It w'as due solely to that jiossibility that the Goveiumeiit desired to continue it 
at Its presont ra+o for anothei yeai. llie Government had power to adjust the duty 
to conditions wluch might dove.op, and where any such adjustment would still bo 
possible duiing the year. 

Sir Mohanuned Zafrulla said that members had admitted that the import duty 
had served its pin pose, but had gone on to point out that something more was 
necossaiy. He submitted that tlieir suggestions w’eie haidly germane to the Bill 
under consideration how'ever necessary they might in themselves bo. Tho Bill was 
eventually passed. 

An'ti PirooKi Bill 

Mr. R. M. Maxwell moved the ciiculation up to June 30th of the Bill to amend 
the law 1 elating to prevention of ciuelty to animals with special reference to tho 
practice of ^‘phooka’, Mi. Maxwell lefeired to the unanimity of opinion on the need 
tor the measiiie and said that tho difference was only as legards the most effective 
and the most speedy means of lealising its objects. All- India legislation had rested 
unchanged for ueaily fifty years while tho provinces, particulaily Bengal and Bombay, 
had given a lead by adopting changes m aecoi dance with public opinion ; but he 
reminded the House that penal piovisions against phooka existed m the original Act 
and had been stiengrheued in 19J0 by the Bengal legislation : yet the practice had 
not been prevented ; in fact tho Anti-Pliooka Association in Calcutta reported that 
the practice was iuci easing. That was a waining that mere legislation on paper had 
no effect. The subiect was now in the concurrent list, said Mr. Maxwell and it had been 
ftsoertained that the large majority of the Provincial Governments were in favour of 
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an amendment of the Act by Central legislation ; but circulation was necessary, 
firstly because authority rested with the provinces, who though they had been 
consulted, had not yet seen the Bill in its final form and, secondly, because public 
opinion needed to be mobilised by means of the greatest possible advertisement and 
any fresh suggestions for improvement should be considered. In view of the need for 
speedy action, ho undertook to move the Select Committee motion at the commence- 
ment of the Simla session so that the committee could hold meetings during the 
session and the final stages of the Bill might be completed during the session. 

Dr. O. V. Deshmukh thanked the mover for the assurance that the Bill would be 
enacted before the end of the Simla session. But he could not but regret to see how 
slowly the Government had moved in the matter. He maintained that where 
the people or the community was not advanced, and where there was not 
much public opinion, legislation should not bo started as a mild measure 
and then grow more and more stringent, but the process should bo reversed. 
Dr. Deshmukh drew attention to the fact that though the Government might not be 
responsible to the people, the House was a representative one. If the members were 
not representatives of the people and if their opinion was not to be taken as the 
opinion of the public then what were they in the House for ? And sixty selected 
members had made an application to the Government for the introduction of this 
measure. The Government could, therefore, have gone on with the Bill a little 
quickly. 

The Assembly agreed to the circulation up to June 30, of the Anti-Phooka Bill 
and adjourned till the 6th. 


Trades Disputes Act Amend Bill 

6lh. APRIL : — The Assembly to-day passed, with a slight amendment of its own, 
the lengthy amendment made by the Council of State to the Trades Disputes Act 
Amendment Bill The main purpose of the Council of State amendment is that if 
any person supplying information or producing a document to the conciliation olficer 
requesting that the information in the document shall be treated as confidential the 
conciliation officer shall not disclose it except to the authority which appointed him 
or the parties concerned in the dispute for the purpose of meditating therein or for 
promoting a settlement thereof. A contravention of this provision shall be punish- 
able with fine upto Ks. 100. 

Sir Moharnmed Zafrullah Khan, moving consideration of the amendment, referred 
to the fact that an amendment providing for the treatment of information given to 
conciliation officers as confidential was moved in the Assembly by the Eiirojiean 
Group, but was withdrawn on an objection raised by Mr. Santanam that it would 
prevent disclosure of infoimation to the ministers of piovinces concerned. The 
amendment in the form in which it had now been passed by the Council of State, 
however, was not open to that Jobjection. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi characterised the amendment as unnecessary, undesirable, crude 
and ill-thought-out. It was first an unwarranted expression of want of confidence 
in the conciliation officer even before he was appointed. While preventing the 
conciliation officer himself from disclosing information, it did not prevent either the 
appointing authority or the parties concerned from disclosing it. Then why, he asked, 
place a ban on the conciliation officer alone ? With this ban ho would fool weakened 
by the constant fear that if any information was published he alone would be held 
responsible for it, but what was there conspiratorial that the employers wished to 
hide? As for woikers they had no fear of publicity. 

Mr. K. Santanam expressed surprise at Mr. Joshi ’s opposition to an amendment 
which gave statutory right to the parties concerned to get information from the con- 
ciliation officer. 

Prof. Ranga said he was surprised at Mr. Santanam’s attitude (laughter). The ex- 
emption with regard to the parties concerned and the appointing authority came in 
only because the prohibition of discloser had been accepted. He was against such 
prohibition and was, therefore, opposed to the whole amendment which would have 
the effect of whittling down the Bill. When the Bill was debated in the Assembly 
the speaker had expressed the fear that the conciliation officer might be used as trade 
union breaker, but it was apparently now the turn of the employers to be afraid of 
( the conciliation officer. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle (European Group) expressed astonishment at the earlier speeches. 
He denied that it was the ;intention of legislature to whittle down the powers of the 
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conciliation officer. The intention was merely to safeguard the interests of parties to a 
dispute who, for instance, had a new process which it was necessary for the con- 
ciliation officer to know in detail m order to arrive at a correct judgment. Technical 
matters of this type should obviously be kept confidential. 

Prof. Ranga moved an amendment to the effect that the request made to the con- 
ciliation officer to keep information or documents confidential should be in writing. 

The Government did not oppose the amendment and it was passed. 

Delhi Water Board Bill 

Sir G. S, Bajpnt moved consideration of the Delhi Joint Water Board Amendment 
Bill to piovide for the formation of a Joint Water and Sewage Board to take over 
control of the water supply and sewage. 

Mr. Asaf Ah declared that the Oovernment had failed to take a long range view. 
They would have brought the electiicity generating agency also under the control of 
the proposed joint boaid. He complained that the Governm'Uit had shown discour- 
tesy to the local bodies concerned in not consulting them before bringing the Bill to 
the House. 

The House passed the motion and carried the Bill with one or two minor amend- 
ments moved by Mr. Asaf Ali. The Assembly then adjourned. 

The Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

7lh. APRIL- — ^tr James Qrigq moved to-day reference of the Income 
Tax Amendment Bill to a Select Committee In doing so, lie explained some of 
the mam provisions of the Bill and gave an estimate of the extia amount that the 

P’oviriees would get as a result of the Bill. He said tliat the scale of taxation had 

been left *0 be dealt with in the Finance Bill next year, but on the assumption that 
the scale presciibei by the income Tax Inquiry Committee was adopted, he was 
confideut that at least Rs 1 crore would accrue almost immediately. But apait from 
this another Rs. 1 croie might be obtained by giving effect to what he described as 
anti-tax dodging clauses of tlie Bill. 

Assuming that uudei the Niemeyer Award the provinces would have got Rs. 2 
croies for the tir^t fivo-yeai jienod, namely up to 1941-42, then with the extra 
revenue following the enactment of the piesent Bill into law they would get Rs. 3 
crores a yeai instead. Fur the next live yeais they would get Rs. 70 lakhs a year 

extra and for the thud five-} eat period Rs 50 lakhs a year extra. Apart from the 

provision of money for the piovmces theio were other reasons which made the Bill 
desirable. 

One of these, said Sir James, was the necessity of making the income tax machinery 
more effective and moie equitable and of correcting the present position under which 
the tax bore haish'y on the poor and leniently on the rich. The effect of the Bill 
would be that two-thiids of the number of tax-payeis, who were now subject to 
Income Tax, would pay loss and one- thud would jtay more. 

Sir James went on to refei to the Income Tax enquiry report published in 
January, 1937, aud to the volume of opinion obtained on it from commercial and 
pulitical bodies in the country and published in 500 closely punted pages. It was 
therefore somewhat sui prising to conceive telegiams such as the one fiom the Indian 
Merchants Chamber, Bombay, suggesting that the Government proposed to introduce 
the Income lax Bill. 

As regards the suggestion made by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Com- 
merce for a lound-table conference of the intoiests concerned on the analogy of what 
was done with legaid to the Insurance Bill and the Motoi Vehicles Bill, Sir James 
said this was not a practical sugg.^stion and that in matters of taxation there was no 
agieement possible if representation was given to those who paid tax except on the 
basis that no tax should be paid at all. (laughter). Sir James quoted from the 
speeches of the Finance Members of Madias, Bombay, the United Piovmces, Bihar aud 
the Ceutial Piovmces dwelling on the inelasticity of levenue and the impossibility of 
further social seivice and said that the sums acctuing fiom these provisions of the 
Bill would go to the help of these Finance Ministers. He was theiefore certain of 
what the pi evinces would say about the Bill. 

Similaily those hundreds of thousands of tax-payers who. as he had already stated, 
would get relief fiom the Bill, suiely formed an important body of opinion and if it 
could be collected it would be unanimously in favour of the Bill. He declared that 
the move for oiroolation before accepting the principle of the Bill was a snare. It 

19 
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looked like the technique which big business and the veiy nch would invent to kill 
the Bill Without oppo&iug it fmntcUiy. If the moiion vhr renlly to elicit |tnl)lio 
opinion, why not, askod CMi JamiS, ngiee to a Select Conimiltee now and ho under- 
took to ciioulate tlie Bill l<y an execun\e oidei. By agieeing to a Seh ct Comniitieo 
LOW it would be possible to eu&iiio that the Bill became law by Man h 31, but cir- 
culation was a Wooden iiuiae which would cause the fall of Tioy. Theie was some 
who would do then utmost to kill the Bill. It they succeeded ihey would have cona- 
xnitted the ciime of postponing social seivice which the provinces were ciamounng 
for (cbeeis). 

Mr. 4. C. Datta moved an amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of elicitiiig opioioQ the eon by tteptembei 15. He cmitei'did that tlie Incime Tax 
Euquiiy (Jommitiee, on vviio-je i ecomniciidiUions the Bill was based had conipkud its 
task w.lliiu a stioii period ol nine, winch was hardly sullicient foi a study of tlie 
intncaie piobleins luvolvod. Foithoi nut a single nuii-otlicial Indian oi an Indian 
business inau or oue wiiu knew the law of the land had a pla' e on the Comniinee. 
Now a bulky Bill i»asod on the rec ^mmendaiions of bU( li a comnntiee had been 
placed btfoie Uio llouso and ihev h.nl been given jnst lliiee du}s to study it. 

An anomaly in the Bill, sad Mi. Datta, was that while agncultural income in 
Biitish Lmiia had bien exempiei tmm taxation, agiiiailtnial income fioni Indian 
brates had beeu allowed to lie taxed, lie could not uiidor.stiud the content ion of the 
Fliiaiice Membei that circulation would kill the Bill, but if the Finance Member 
Would eouvince him he wouli withdiaw’ liis amendment, lie w’as fiirnly of opinion, 
howevei, that a measuie of this kill should not be rii&bcl ihiougti. 

Di. Baneiji, suppoiimg the motion f jr the ciieulatmii of the Bill, wel. omed some 
pans of the Bill He w'as in agreemeut wiili those provis-ous intenaed to aff nd 
lelief to the ponei lax-pa>cis and also those lealmg to shut down loop-holes th'Ongh 
which evasiou had beeu t.tking place. Ihe Bill v\a-> a vuiuminons one, and without a 
mtdute examiuatiuu of it, it was not possible to nnleistind the implicalious of the 
clauses. It would have been moie prefeiable if the F'inance Memt)ei hid lutioduced 
a Consolidating Bill instead of an amending B ll. ihey w’eie peiplexed in leading the 
amending clauses with the lelevaut sectious of the Act. Anotlar impoitant innova- 
tion in ilie Bill was the lutioduution of a slab sxstem foi the step sjsb m, ami he 
wondeied if auy oue except those of the Fiuance Depaitmeut undei stood the differ- 
ence between the two systems. Fuithei theie weie some piovisiotis relating to 
incomes fiom tiust piopeity and busiuess, eto. Without violentlx di&tutbing the 
existing social stiuctuie it would be veiy difhcult to iniioduce a new piiuciple of 
taxation. 

Mi. Manu Subedar declared that this particular Income T.ix Bill wou^d ceitamly 
not eutitle bii James Ui igg 10 be a gieat tinaiae Memb r of this couti'iy Str 
James came out to India as an expeil in Income Tax inaticis, tmi tlie mam com- 
plaint ot Indiau cuimneice and mdustiy was that iSil James used h>s expeot know- 
ledge at eveiy oppoi tunny in the seivice aiii aivancement ot tlie inteiesis of hiS 
owu Hume couuit> lathoi than Ibose of India Evei since assuming i flQce the 
Finance Membei hai b- en edictivcsy trying to cieate a muiky almt Spheie by 
BOW lug seeds ot divisions and doubt aud suspicion. 

Mi. AJ. a. Jinnah made it cleat that lie w'as not committing himself in the 
slighiest degiee to auy one of the ilaUses of the Bill When the Bill emeigod from 
the Select Oomiinttee he might have to blieiuiouly ojipo^e S'lrne of the clauses aud 
ask the House to tht m altogether but that st ige of coutse would come later, 

lo-day tUey had the motiou of the Fuiauce M-^iubei aud as against that, the motion 
tor ciiculatioii moved by Mr. JJatia He rocalh-d the diclaraton made by an eailier 
Bpeakei ih.it it Was not the iiitcntiou of any section of the Opposition to kill this 
Bill, “if that IS so, theu let Us be fi lends/' said JiJr Jinuah, aioiessiug to Tieasuiy 
benches “and let us agiee to a time taidu whmh will satisfy all sides. He did not 
think It Wuuid be possible foi the Finance Meimei to pioceed accoiding to the time- 
table of having the Sselect Committee meetings m July, as a Bill ot this chaiacter 
could nut be expected to bo stuuied with care by the public befoie them. It was one 
thing to gel opiuion on a >vfiole Bill of seveut^\-five clauses. Xheu ag.iiu there wa8 
no way m which a Select Committee motiou could bo lelused. 

Mr. Bajona urged the need for ciiculation so that the members b^fole they 
CODSideied the select cornmitue motion, would have the vitws ot the public before 
them. Kefeniug to the piovisioiis of the Bill, he pi>iinei out that the laies 
Of uxaliou had not beeu mentioued in it, but since liie recommendations of (he 
Income Tax Euqmiy Committee weie going to be accepted for the purpose, ths 
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resnlt would be to make the pn^sent surcharge permanent. He declared that the 
inea‘5U»e was caUnilattHl to (list apt 'he Hindu joint family. ^ ... 

Mr. Anantnahnyanam Ayynngar s»*vfivly critici.spd the c/aiise? which discnnJh 
rated in favour of foieigners, both indpoduals and companies In the first place be 
objo3fel to the definition of the terras ‘domicile*’ and “resident” according to which 
B foreigner could speud all his life in India and yet he not a domicile and th**refor 0 
be exempted from taxat’on on his investments ab oad whereas an Indian would bo 
taxed on iruvmfS oarnetl both abroafl and at home. The Income Tax Enquiry 
Committee h.id specific dlv recommendef) tint foreign incomes of foreigners reS'dent 
in Itidia should he assessed I’he sneaker wanted to know whv in this p irticiilar 
respect the Hill did i ot hodv the expeit committee’s tecommendation. Ihe Hill to 
all intents and pm poses gave ex^raiption to a'l foiiMgn cornnanies, as it laid down 
that fore'gn compani(‘S “cenfraliy controllel and marnrgefi” were exempted. The 
Bpe-iker want'd a more (‘omio eherisive and consolidatefl mea-^uie. Mr. Ayyangar had 
not ccnciuded when the House adjuirned till the 11th. 

1 1th. APRIL : — .Mr Bhultbhat Desai, Leader of the Pongress Partv, made a 
Btatement arising nut of h's eorive' satioris with the Finance Member, so that discus- 
sions on the Income T-ix Hill might he largely confined to a spe ific programme to be 
followed with leiiaid to fmthet progle^s of the Bill. He made it clear that in 
moving fui the cncolatirm of the Hdl their intention and oiiject was that they should 
get some time aft-r the sitting of tiie Simla session was over to study the oponons 
leceived on the Bill, in order that they might be well prepared for the work on the 
select committee The seleet committee now appointed would tiot he called npon to 
meet till the middle of October, arid aft«T that assurance by the Government the 
Congress Party was agieeahle for lefening ih“ Bill to a select committee. So far 
as discnss'on was < oncer ned m view of the large nnmher of members who anted 
to participate in it, it would continue till to raoiiow afteinoon when he would wind 
up the debite 

Sir Grigg s.iid that the outline of procedure chalked out by Mr. Desai was 

acceptable to die riovcinment He also assured flie Ilouse th.it the Government had no 
iniention to tush the Bill through wifhout an adequate opportunity for expression being 
given to all shades of r'pin'on He fully a/ pi* mated the d*‘Sii**of the bon members to 
have an oppoituniry of studMug the opinions nefoie the select committee ac’nallv met He 
wished to m.ike it pl.iin tint th^ seleot cvimmntee should conclude its wok so as to 
enat'le the special sission <if th»* Assembly to meet m the first half of Novembei in 
Delhi He was clad to sa\ that the Leader <'f the 0}>t‘usirion bad assured him tliat 
the meeting of the comm'tiee should not b** iiridulv prolonged ami had futther assuied 
him of every possilulitv of th** committee finishing its uoik within the time allowed 
foi the Fpec’al session to meet in Xovember. Ih^ F nance M'mhor was giateful to 
all the paifies in the House for their co-o(*«*iation and he was glad that the Bill was 
now assured of considei anoiis with the maximum amount of co-operation and with the 
minmium amount of controveisy 

Mr. A Ayyang'ii , n'summg his speeih on the Inccme Tax Bill, pointed out that 
the double taxation lehef c*)nv*Mition was opeiating unfaiily to India, which had to 
refund Rs 1 cioie and 16 lakhs to foreign companies He criticised the provision 
regarding the aggiegation of the nic‘’rae *•! a husbaud and wife »*s in his op’U'on it 
would disoounige indepeiidmir e lining by womfr*n m a country, where women were 
jubt trying to come out of then seclusion and where divorce wms laio 

Mr. A (\ Dutfn, in view of the statements made by llie Leader of the Opposition 

and the Finance M*'mher, asked leave to withdraw his motion fur circulation. 

The House agr*'ed to Ins reqii<*st, 

Mr L. C. Buss, Leader of th** Kuropean Group, referring to the scene in the 
“Grlbeit and Sullivan” opera, in wh'ch Sir Ruthven MuigatroNd tried to pet&uade his 
ghostly aiic**stoib that he ha*! lived up to the family lepiitarmn of being a had 

baionet and infoime*! them that lecentlv he made a f.dse iiicnrae tax letnin The 

ghosts of the four pieviuus li.ii oriels replied one afi**r another : That is nothing : nothing 
shall; everybody do*'S that ; it is expect***! of yon.” Mr. Buss als*) reminded ihe House 
of Buike’s saying: “To tax an<l to [dease, no more thui to love and to he wise 
is not given to nien.” He th*iefore waimd the Finance Member, that he must not 
expect his populanty in this House not to suffer a reabouable decline in the couise of 
the debate on this Kill. 

Mr. N. M Jus^i refe’-red to the recommendations of tho Taxation Enquiry Cora- 
uittee aad said many of the provisions of the Bill were suggested by that committee. 
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The Government, he declared, had been very indifferent on the subject of income tax 
and very slow in giving effect to the suggestions of the Taxation Enquiry Committee. 
He refuted the argument that Income Tax would pi event the entry of foreign capital. 
If there were avenues of profitable investment in India foreign capital was bound to 
come in spite of income tax but he was not very anxious that foreign capital should 
come to India As regards the aigument that heavy income tax would advoisely 
affect trade and industry, he referred to the condition in England where trade and 
industiy flourished in spite of the incidence of income tax being heavier there. Ho 
expressed himself in favour of the State taking away a good deal of the surplus 
from the rich because there would then be so much less temptation for people to 
squander money. 

Mr B. N. Chaudhury contended that agricultural income had been left out because 
tax on agriculture would involve the planting community whom it was the Govern- 
ment’s intention to save, but he declaiod that at least 60 per cent, of the income of 
planters thus went untaxed, resulting in a loss to his province of Assam of some Rs. 
30 lalfhs a year. He urged that retrenchment should go hand in hand with 
taxation. 

Ail Abdul Rashid Chau Ihury examined the Bill at length, and leferied to the 
failuie to amend the exemotion clauses of the Act. Tlie Finance Member had no 
doubt said in his speech that the exemption granted to leave salanes and pensions 
drawn abioad would go if the Bill was passed suhstantialiy in its piesont form, hut 
the speaker would have liked a provision to that effect being iiicorjioi ated m the Bill. 
He aigued that British investments in India were piodiicing an income of Ks. 65 
croies a year and this amount was escaping taxation. It would have brought Rs. 1 
and half crores if taxed, 

Mr. Avtnashilingam Chettinr urged the deletion of the exemption sections Sec- 
tion 60 which em[)oweied the Goveinor-General to exempt various classes of income 
from income tax was iniquitous and unheard of ain where except in India The 
Income Tax Enquiry Committee had held that the power given by this section was 
inconsistent with the Government of India Act 19.15. He wanted to know why the 
Finance Member who had included most other lecommendations of the committee m 
the B 11 had left out this paiticular recommendation. He declaied that the double 
taxation lelief granted to Europeans was most unfair. Bi'tish investois in China and 
Aigentina who weie as large in number as m India had been given no such exemption 
by those countries. 

12lh. APRIL The Assembly to-day agreed to Sir James Qriggs motion for 
reference of the Income Tax Amendment Bill to a select Committee and adjourned 
‘sine die’ 

Mr, Tirumal Rao opined that executive and judicial functions should not 
be vested in the income tax officers as it was opposed to all cannons of 
iurispiudence and was not safe for the assessees. He related several cas^g of high- 
handedness of ovei zealous income tax officials who in th^ir anxiety to show as large 
retains as possible, unscrupulously tyrannised over petty shop-keepeis and money- 
lenders. 

A/r. Atakar AH urged that the Select Committee should thoroughly go into the 
grievances of the assessees and endeavour to eliminate undue haidship on them. 
He considered that the Bdl sought to g've unbndlod authority and too much 
autonomy to the income tax authorities which was very dangeious. 

Mr. All Khan spoke in favour of the continued inflow’ of external capital and 
declared that it was not merely not obtainable hut a necessaiy and valuable factor 
in assisting the economic development of India But even assuming this was not true, 
he said, the enormous holdings in the hands of non-Indian nationals could be taken 
over by Indian nationals either by compulsory expropriation, which he suggested no 
one pioposed, or by purchasing these securities and investments at far below their 
present market value. The effect of this at once would be to depreciate in all the 
money raaikets of the world the credit of this country. It would be a blow that 
would fall equally on those non-Indian nationals, who had to realise their holdings 
and on those thousands of Indian nationals, who would have no direct association 
With the transactions 

Mr. S. K, Som declared that the proposals to aggregate the ineomo of a husband 
and wife was iniquitous, particularly after the passing of the Women’s Rights to 
Property Act. The proposal illustrated the ignorance of the members of the enquiry 
committee on the social and economic conditions of the country. The other proposal 
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relating to the undivided Hindu joint family was equally ohjectionaMe. Supposing 
ten members of a joint Hindu family earned Ks. 40 or Rs. 50 in different 
places and did not therefore live together but occasionally took he'p from the joint 
property, was it right, he asked, that the t(»tal amount of their salaries should be 
assessed on the plea that it exceeded the minimum tax-fiee income of Rs. 2, COO. 
This in effect to<»k away from th^^se individuals the benefit of the exemption of in- 
comes below Rs. 2,000. It meant taxing poor cloiks drawing Rs. 40 or Rs. 50. 

Mr. B. /). Pande declared that the exemption section let go the mightiest in the 
land and caught hold of even beggars As regards financial help to the provinces 
which the Finance Member dangled before the House he thought that Sir James 
Grigg was like tlie father of ten children who pleaded he had ten children and 
there^re wanted more money. Ihe speaker would ask : “Who asked you to breed so 
many childien (Laughter), 

Mr. Pande, \)iocee(ling, asked the House to take it from him that the increased 
revenue fiom the tax would not he given to the provinces \>ut would he used hv the 
Centre All sorts of duties harj been imposed, lie explained, only death duties and 
langoti and (land hi Baba remain nntaxed. 

Mr K S. Gupta referred to the nithlo‘-s methods adopted bv the Income tax 
autironties in the districts to liiint out more sources of income tax anri related a 
nurahei of instances of malpractices bv income tax collectors in the villages. He 
said tliat the present Bill contained from the beginrnng to the end pen ilties, removing 
altogether the few privileges that weie enjoied by the assessees under tbepiesent Act. 

Mr. Ahdul Ohtiht, speaking in Uidu, criticised provision granting unrestricted 
right to the iiiconie tax inspectors to search an assesspes’s house. Even in a ciiminal 
case uhen tlie police searclied a house, it was required tliat witness should he pre- 
sent during the search, hut there was no siv h provision m the case of searches for 
the purposes of tnc<»me tax assessment The speaker also ohjeotod to the section pro- 
viding fot the inclusion of tip* wife’.s income in that of the hu'^band for the purpose 
of assessment. This was mterfeience with the Muslim personal law. 

Mr. Bhulabhat Leader of the Congiess Party, winding up the debate ou 

belialf of the Oppo^ tidu lodged an emph-it'c piotest aga n*'t the Finance Member try- 
ing to jnstifs his B II on the ground of the Nr*me\ei ward He was not | repared 
to aci ept the new taxation oiop S'-d on the ground that the proceeds went to the 
benefit of the provinces Jnstification for this Bill must therefoie be sought on an 
examination of the piovisp.ns of the Hill itself He hoped that all interested tretsons 
m gilt be able to exprt'ss then views on the hill fieely. The House would not agiee 
ass S'ance being given to the provinces by extractive meth ds of taxation whu*h it 
appr-aied was ih** purpo'^e of this Rill and the s-peaker deFciihed it as “robbing Peter 
to give Paul” The Finance Member had quoted eight pi ivincial Fiuance ministers 
and showed consideiahle solicitude for the need of provid'ng funds foi the nation- 
huildmg aetivities in the piovmees. Mi. Desai said it was something pleasing to learn 
th It the Government of India, at least so late as now, had lealised this aspect of the 
problem Being fu iv alive to the situation as dopicr^d by the Finance Member, Mr. 
I)e6ai warned the House against being misled w ih regaid to tlie implications of the 
Bill They must tiead warilv in considering the leal meaning of the allming phrase 
used by the Finance Member’s “Anti-tax dodging-device.’ If this phrase 
meajt that thti existing Act was defoetive and then there were weakness in the 
administi ativtr mai3hineiy and that it leq-ined tightening up, he was entirely at one 
with h m. But under cover of avoiding tax-dodging devices if it was intended to 
find new source of income which were not included in the original Act, he would 
have to think twue before agieeing to it 

Here Mr. Desai diew the atteutiou of the Government to the four main sources 
whereby the Indian excliequer at present lost con‘'ideiable sums of money. Firstly, 
he asked why exemption should be allowed in respect of pensions and orhei pay- 
ments made in Knglund ; seirondly, notifications issued under Section 60 were most 
unjustifiable, thirdly, the omission of non-<loraiciled foiergn assessees undei the present 
Act and, fouitlily, double taxation relief. Closing these loopholes the Finance 
Member could have another Rs. 1 croie. Mr. D* sai pointed out that his suggestu.ns 
Were far more effective to fulfil Sir James tJrigg’s desire and solicitude to help the 
provinces than the extractive method of taxation of an alreaiiy ovei -taxed Indian. 

Mr. Desai then dealt with the various sections of the Bill. So far as the slab 
system was concerned he w-as sympathetic with tlie Finance Member and gave his 
support to it. On the question of submitting compulsory returns he preferred to be 
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cautious. There were numeious small assessees, he said, whose profits from business 
weie on the border line of taxable meome. which could not be measured id any 
scientific way, It would be unfair to tar them with penalty for faiiuie to submit 
coriect 1 (‘turns. Kefeiring to the fear expiessed m some quaiteis that foreign 
capital would fly out of India owing to excessive taxation, the speaker said he had 
no such apprehension at all. He hoped that the Select Committee would meet m good 
humour in Simla. 

The House then adjourned 'sine die\ 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

January SeBsion — Bombay — 10th. January to Slh. February 1938 

OiTici\L Bills 

Thft iamiarv oi th'i IVmiViay A'^seiuVU* < oiwmi'Auiod at "Bombay 

on tho lOA. January 1938 Thu'O ‘ 0 «>v»m oiuont iuummiu's, inst, a BiU designed 
to prevent the evasion of taxanon, and two oIIhm 1M)s lelating to the Bombay 
Municipal Aet, weie passed l)> th'^ House. One (>i tlje nn'nsiiies sought to extend tho 
life of tlie Corpmation hy a \‘'ai in oub’! to enah'e tiie Oovernnient to revise 
the constitution of the Boinba.v Munieipalitv with the ol'p'ct ol plaeing it on a moie 
democratic basis. 

OlTIClAL OPPOSIIION FlOfRA'IloX 

Mr. B. G. Kim ^ the Ptemiei, m movn g next h le^^olntion opiio^ing Fedeiation, 
requested the Cential Government to nqta-st the (,»'»\ eiriin nr not to impose it 

oil this Province. M' Kher in tlie (•oul*^e of a speci )i •'.’rf! ijuit tlcii' weie no two 
opiuions in the uonntiy icgiiding the Ked*o.iiH»n and that a!l partus wu la* unnnimoiis. 

Mr C. P. hnimhl^ (Ivnoj.eaiG san! iliat tin* q-’e-dnm of Fe(le»aiion liad been 
discussed at length. If it was not at (••■ptjii le, lu* .'.sKmI, what was the otluu’ alterna- 
tive pi oposed. Pcisonally he believe 1 that Fedeiation would unite India more 
closely and fit ml y. 

1 Ith. JANUARY • — The AssemM) to-day pn'.scd Mr /> G A7/cr .s resolution 
opposing tho iiitroduchtMi ol Fe lei ition l-v a big ni.tjoiity, Meall)eI^ rd the Moslem 
League, the Dt-mocratic Swaia] and In lepeudoui Patties sujtpoi te 1 tlie lesolution 
W’hile the Piogios^ivc Part> oppOM'd it 

Mr. JaniuadiS M \hhta la-sei a pouit o( older and stated th it tlie resolution 
W'as ultra virf‘i\ as it w«is onl\ fom iiioieh-* sini e a sunila* ni >tion was diseiissoii and 

passed hy the Asr^emblv Mt M dita si I tint tin lesohirpdi of Mr KIua at Pie 

Poona ses'iinn on the Constitu^-nt Assem U p’uxoked a vmiilai iliscinsion tis a lesnlt 
of an amendment movod bv a m>'inboi \o oiding to the wSta-phug (I dei, Mt. M'*hta 
said, no resoluiion wlndi was sahj>tautially tho same as ino\cd twelve rnoiitlis before, 
should be p,(r-s"d by ilie Horn-* 

Tlie o^opuiing the obp^ciion, held that tho fot mer ^ csolntjon on tho 

Coiistttu* lit AssenPilv wms d ffoent liom tiie lesolution on Fo lot .it'uii. The amend- 
ment in question was rnenlv ji.cidcnia', 

M’, K, M. Munahi, .\h ister foi Law and Oulci, sunjnj tint.^ the le^'olution, oon- 
tend'-d that a F<*lo!,»tp»n mist e’-s'MUuiiv l.c a uii 'ui <'f tho ji oplo ovn w limn tho 
central jiowxu h.ul aut'iontv The to. al t^'t ite iiiust hi\e duau Ih-.mI iclations with 
all ciriziujs. Thi'v inio-t ei/)'.\ oqi.iltv ^t,^ti^'» and p ('t-'fi.-n F- d-uatioo, ho sad, 

could t'G thought of in tot ms of the <.tig>‘!is wlio ('o.stitutod tho nation ;is a social 
unit eonsisfirg of hnrn iti luon/s pos^c ol pditic.il i glr-'. P'lt tiie Fede/atiori 

conternplfitt d liv the Indii AiA did nor kio-w’ tfe* 1 uui'atuoiit.d iighK, fot it had ill 
)t no citizens li.iYiiig Oiiott jeiatiois w .th ir Mie le^udouls of tho groMireos did not 
elect lepiehcntives <liiO'’tlv to the Fede'.d hgislamie r 'id tho iisnlents of the States 
had no lurun st imti Fmfliei imp -itant suOj -o's like tho A'm\, Fmoign Aff.iiiS, 
the Rosoivo Bulk and tho l^ailv\a\ Boaid wuot* oor within its piiiviow. while even in 
the limited hold of its activitn's tin* powoj of tin* ( lovct »'oi .(^riioi al was supreme. 
The countiy was now dernainhug a eonstifu.-nt .is>*mblv Mi Mninshi wainoi the 
House that anv atternot to impoisc Fucleia* on ag.iinst thi‘ will of the people would 
bo bheit-sighted statosmanship. 

Aijolitiov of Titles 

Mr. Kher next moved a resolution oxpiessing the opinion that conferring of titles, 
honour and tiiulut distinction on any peisoii in the Piovimo hy lIis M.ijosty or the 
Govemoi -(iencial be discontinued He said tluit ill the Dominions like Canada and 
South Afrca titles havt* abeady ticen aholisliod Ihe bestowal of titles was a piero- 
gative of the Crown, but it was lor tho Mimstois to make lecomraendations. He 
said the practice of cuufernng titles w'as ob-served moio often than not for political 
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purposes. And that this create 1 unnecessary class consciousness and snobbery. In 
conferring titles there should be no consideration other tJiari hum in. But this hai 
not been the practice and therefore his Gove, ntneiir was opposed to confeiiing of 
titles. The debate had nut concluded when the House adjourned. 

EiSCOGNITION OF tTiJADE U.VIOXS 

12th. JANUARY : — Mr. 8. H Jkahwala moved to-diy a Bill to provide for the 
roco{;u\Uou oi lej^istered trade unions \u tVie PieMdenoy. L'Wo s^at-nAiUt of oVi)fC^S and 
^ea^ons of t\io Bill ^aid tliat t\\o leco^ndAin of tiafe unions Viy lUe oin\A)yecs were 
bound to cieate a h-ialrhy armas[i}iet'} b<*ivV 0 Mi employets aul ttij ernplovees. 

Mr. S. D. Sukl itvfilu and Mr, Sankerlal Bolnbhni (Bombiv and Ahmedabad 
Millowneis’ lepre'^Oiit.itives i t‘si>**ciive|y) and Mt. M. G Qnii of the luiiaii Moicbauts 
Chtrntiei, opposed th » Bill llie\ iiiiiidaiuel tliit tcitaiu piovisioos snel. as the 
right to collect uiooii sii'iMUiptidii, the iiunt to h ild tn^edn^s within the pioni'ses, of 
emfiloyrner.t and thi' M;,ht of unions to hull j out rneffmgs wnth fnnjiloveis to discuss 
th*nr gnevaiuns weie all impnssil)!<» (on-iitions, us th'-’V would oh^riuct the iioirnal 
pioceUure of woik Fui t hei rnoi e, aoLoidtug to the existing law, seven peisons could 
foim a union and couseq unitiy an eii][>''»yei might be contioiled with half a dozen 
unions. 

Ml. QuLxnrilfil Notula, pailiaracnt tv s'‘eto‘aiy to tlu-* Pumter, on behalf of the 
Goveinmeut oppost d the B 11 lie, h'<W'*ver, said that the (iovej uinoat’s opposition to 
the raHasuio should not be constiufd a>> aritioa hy towaris the piirunple of the 
measuie It w is his fuin (.ouvicti.u, that if ih-' B.li was p I'-s ^ 1 it wou'd d^doat tho 
vrrv oltjO'd of tilt' ni'ivei iia'uo’\. t'u* sti * .igileniiug of tho trad'^ uuion move- 
ment It would siafttn tlio f' 0 (-*s ol laho ii an 1 c'^-ar-* disiinitv among woli^r.s, Tho 
Bill would alsii tnj.ible the eiu <l to s-'t one gio ip of woik-os .igiinst another 

He dievv aft-'MtioM to the Crov.n nnit'nr’s poliey ali-'iiv eiiun uated an 1 tlio lahonr 
inquiry at (Oi‘senf in piogiess and si'l that the CTovointnent hope 1 to place shoitly 
beloit) the lljuse a compicheusivc lal)o.ir piog arnrne. 

Min'Isteu Con PEHN'S Violevcl 

13th JANUARY. —A defeii'^e of tie-* Govnnment’s a' lion r-‘gaiding the measures 
taken at Ahm<Miatiail and Snolut-ur to comb if v.olence in coi.u-^Nion with the industiial 
tioulde was made bv Mi K I/. Mitushi^ II uue Minister, m tin Assembly to-dav. 
Ml. Mnnshi rn.iie it < 1. at th.it tin* (tjvein.nnur tieheved jp hotj file tiade unionism, 
whieh was ah^oluielv ne(;essaiy as an ageu.‘v fir oolleetive baigaiuirig, but he coaid 
not allow political vandalism to mas([ uu .nl • as tiado union sin. 

Replying to ciitieisms legiiding the pi omulgatioii bv the Goveinment of section 
144 of the Oiirairwil rroLcloie O'lde and the Crim.nal Liw Ain-niment A t in those 
two places, Mr. Munshi said tint a senes of violent incidents (ompidled ih^' Govern- 
ment to take action. AGempts w«ue made on liehali of tlie str'kois at Ahraoiatiad to 
use violence so as to iritimidato tho uoikers Ueses ot the loval woikors being 
beatmi were lefiorted and women cariving meals to the woikers m one of the mills 
were abused and thuMtenod by the people belonging to the Red Flag oiganisatiou. 

Referring to the ufiplication of the Ciiminal Liw Ammdment Act, the Home 
Ministoi explained tint this w.is the only means by winch the police could have 
taken cognizance of the offenoo of enmina! mt'midatioii without the aggrieved party 
making a leport on the incidents, which was always not hkdy. Mr Munsin pointed 
out that even after the applic.ition of the Cnrnunl Law Amendmeiir Act cnrainal 
intimidation would have to be proved in the oidinary com so before a proper tribunal. 

Rofernug to Sliolapur lie said that the Ciiminal Tubes Act applied to certain 
classes of people who were addicted to systematic commission of non-bailable offences. 
The Goveinment had apfiointed a committee to inquire into tlie question but mean- 
while a viinlent campaign inciting tlie inmates of the Settlement to break the laws 
was earned on. Tho speeches of these ieadets made it clear that their object was 
not to alleviate the lot of the criminal tiibes but to prepaio the ground for a general 
strike to serve their political ends. 

Mr. Munshi nariattKl how, when section 144 Nvas relaxed, trouble again started and 
the Goveruinent were compelled to promulgate the order again. 

After six hours’ debate tho Assembly postponed sine die Mr. S H. Jhabwala's Bill 
to provide for the reooguition of registered trade unions in the Presidency. 
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Abolition of Titles (Contd.) 

18lh. JANUARY : — Tho Assembly to-day passed the resolution moved by Mr. B. 
O. Kher^ the Piemier on the llth. Expressing tho opinion that the conferring'of titles 
of honour or titular distinction on any peison in tho jiiovinco by tho King or tho 
Governor-(-ieneial should bo discontinued. 

Amendments to the proposition uiging that the titles already bestowed should be 
suriendeied, that the peojile retaining the titles should be dp])iived of the lights of 
citizenship and that tho titles should not bo indisciiminately oonlerred, were all 
thrown out. 

Aftei a heated debate, the motion was pressed to a division ^^hon 98 voted for 
the motion, none voting against it. Moslem League memheis, though they 
opposed the proposition and sought to amend it, did not paiticipato in tho voting. 

Loca.l Board’s Amend Bill 

A Bill seeking to abolish nomination to all local boauL with provision for elective 
representation of Hanjans and backward classes by icsoivation ot .visits on tho ]»opu- 
lation basis with joint electorates, and giving oidum to Moshmis in anv Moslem (ons- 
tituency to have joint electorates it they so desired, was moved by Mi. L, A. Paftl^ 
Minister, Local Rcll-fioveiiiment. 

Mr. A. M. K. Dehlavi, Leader of tho Moslem Jaague Baity and Dr. D. R. 
Ambedkar, Leader of the Independent Laboiii Partx oppi s-d ibe Ihll Mr. K AD 
Munsht., Home Minister emphasized that the Ihll »*i]<l not lun counter to the Com- 
munal Awaid. The discussions had not i oueluded when the Houm' adioiiiuuJ foi tho day. 

Members’ Right to Adjournment Motion'.^ 

19lh JANUARY That the rieht to move adjoin riment motions was not an 
absolute one which a member could exeicise iiiespeeiive of and without refeienco 
to the rights and convenience of the whole Hc'iiso was tho Vicw expiessed by Mi. 
Mavalankar., the Sjieaker. m the Assemidy to-day. 

The ruling was occasioned by Mr Jamnadns Mehta s lequest to the Speaker to 
revise piovious rulings with legard to the moving of such motions. Mi Mtdita’s 
case w’as that the light to move an adjoin iiment motion was a definite light. In the 
case of a lesolution the light consisted only in tabling it, the aeaUal uglit of moving 
it being only problematic. The test of uigency as hitlH'rio applud substituted a 
definite light by a piohlematic one If the right to move an adjoin rnient was denied 
the only course left open to a member W'as to move a motion of uo-conhdeuce m 
the Government. 

Mr. Mavalankar in his ruling said that though the ii'jht to movo an adjournment 
was considered one of the fundamental rights oi a rneinliei, expiMiomc indicated tho 
need of placing upon that power some restnction. The foimal moving of adjoin nrnent 
was a tactical method of intioduoing a iiew' matter into the day’s woik and had been 
grad' ally but steadily discouraged. The tendenev in tlie vaiious legislatuics, including 
the House of ('oramons, bad been to lestiict it. AVhde lu the House of Commons 
adjournment motions weie hardly moie than six a >eai in numhei, the Bombay 
Assemlily received Jl motions of adjouinment during tip' fust session and nine in 
the present session. The light to move an adjournnumt was a qualified right wutii 
the coriesponding ob igation of seeing that the mere dosiio to discuss tho sut'ject on 
the floor of the House— however important and fai -reacliing consequences it might 
have— should not interfere as far as possible witii the fixity of the day’s piogramme. 

Local Board’s Amend. Bill (Contd.) 

22nA. JANUARY : — Three walk-outs were staged in tho Assembly to-day when 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Local Boaids Act came ufi foi discussion. 

Moslem League membeis, headed by Sir A K. M. Dehlavi, staged a walk-out as 
a protest against the Bill to-day. They were followed by Di. Ambedkar and members of 
the Independent Labour Party who were in turn followed by Mr. D. W. Raut and 
five members of the people’s Peasants Patty. 

Mr. 0. K Phadake moved an amendment to dolote the option clause. The 
amendment was defeated by 73 votes to 38. After this Sir A. K. M. Dehlavi made 
a brief statement opposing the Bill and led all the members of the Moslem League of 
the House. 
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Dr. Ambe'ikar took exception to the terra Harijan in the Bill and said that as the 
wishes of tho Indep(3rident Labour Party had not been ascot tainod, mombers of his 
party would wulk-fuit. 

Though the Pr»ruior, Mr. B. G, Kher fjavo tho assurance that tho Govornmont 
wore only atteraolm" to removo oeitain obnoxious foatmos and were always prepared 
TO uo-oper;vto with all pa 'ties, Di. Amhcdkar stafod that the word Ilanpiu had now 
acquired an unwante'l siguilicauco and tlip members of tho party walked out as a 

plOtPSt. 

Mr. Rant and Ins colleagues loft as a protest ajijainst the rejection by the (Jovern- 
ment of an amendment to tlie eifect that iheie should be a leservation of seats for 
rainof ities 

After tlio walk-out bv the Moslem membpis, tlie Picnner e.xfdauied that, though 
tho Government li.i l tned tl)<M! be^st to accommodate tho wislus of the Moslem 
League ]uuty and iial oljcicd fair and leasonat.io teiins, they had all been turned 
down 'Iliere w,'is no i 'isrdb'atmn 1 >i oonruH-iing the piovismns of tlio Bill witli the 
Communal Award. He also stated that wlien the ptinciph's f)f the Hdl had been dis- 
cussed the option c’.iuso had actual! v b-en .siieg«*sted by tlie Moslem Le iguo members. 

Ml K. M l/z/n''//?, Miriistc* foi Law and Ouler, deplored the attitude of tlie 
Moslem league m-mbe’s Dm mg the past two davs, he said, the Government had 
tried thou utmost to ining abnut a sati^fiet.uv agieeincnt 

]T\rikn'^' Rimit ;,to Temcle-Kniiiv 

24lh. JAUARY The Assemblv to-dav lef.Miel to a si-'eet committee thf' Bill 
intrn(lu(;ed by Mi. K. o' Horn*-* Mm sfci, seeking to ieino\e the difiieultuvs 

in tlje wav of tin* tnistees ot Hindu lemp'o^ to tlnow r jien tiraples to haiijuns. Mi. 
Man dll aDo mtioducej a Bill to pi ovule lehef to stnill InUers. 

25tb JANUARY -~A motion ioi tho adjouinment of the d» b.ile on tlio Bill to 
piovido ternuotaiv ie!i*f to smdl Inllers of l.uj 1 was rcjecied this aftci'noon by tha 
Assemblv without .i tbv'sum. The movu of t'le motion sulunitted that he had given 
notice of tvvo ameuIrne’Us which wer** ivtoie the <.I ivernor aw,iiting suiction, and 
until His lOxeellen \ s dcLision was leceived di-i •usuon of the B'll should not be 
pioceelel witli. 

Ml K M Home Minister, opposing the ad]onTiimt'nt, pointed out that as 

the Dill was berig lefeiied te a scleet committee all amemiments could be considered by 
the conunittee 

The B’ll was iiferted to a select committee, h’epiesentatives of tlie M'^slem 
Longue, tho Independiuit Labour Party and the Peasants’ Paity withdiew their names 
us a fiiotest against the Goveiumuut’s leftisal to luoludo Mr. 6’. V. Paruhkar on tho 
committee. 

NoN-oiriciA.L Rlsolutions 

27th. JANUARY Tho Assembly passed with a minor amendment, Mr. K. Q. 
GoklialPs losoluTion locommeiiding to tho G''Vcinnient to i'-suo instiuctions to all 
Governmont and muim ipal bodies iii the Piesidoncy to insert in I'ontiaols and agree- 
ments With siipplieis of stores a c’ause to the effect that tho supptieis concemed 
shall affoid every facility to Indian appientwes for practical training in factories, 
woikshops and offices to enable tlie appieutieo to acqauc kuowledgo of tlio industrial 
technique. 

A lO'.olutjon icconimcnding the Governmont to giant a sufficient numbor of 
scholarships to Moharnraedaii and scheduled class students in piimary and other 
seliools m tho Piosuloncy was also j>asse<l. 

28th. JANUARY . — Mr. I. U. Siddtq moved a lesolution to-day recom- 
monilmg to the Government that tiio knowledge ot Moslem oulturo being essential to 
every Moslem m his or lior daily life, tho teaching of the Qiioran and Sunna should 
bo made compulsory for Moslem boys and girls in schools and colleges in the Pre- 
sidency. 

Mr. Patel (Congress), moved an amendment to the effect that the resolution should 
be so worded as to bo applicable to all religions regarding respective cultures. 

The House passed a resolution moved by Airs. Leelavatt Munshi uigmg the 
appointment of a committee to investigate the causes of the widespread unemploy- 
ment m tho Presidency, and suggest measures for immediate relief. 
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By 60 to 20 votes the House rejected Mr. J. H. Jahhicollns resolution ur/jing 
the establishment of emi)lo>ment huieaiiv whose fuuctjoii it should be to keep regulai 
legisteis ot the unemployed people in the I’lesideiiey and hud out suitable employ- 
ment foi them. 

29th. JANUARY.— The Assembly lefeirod the Monov-lendors’ Bill to a select com* 
mittee Mr. KM, Munb^hi^ Hume MmisteK aniiouneeii thit the Bill be eiruulatod amonc: 
commeicial bodies, wiukois’ oi^'amzatioi.s and othois to ehcit opinion. The select 
committee has been asked to sulmit its lejout withiu two months 

Bomua'i .Klkal Klliei Bill 

4th. FEBRUARY — "IJio .A>sornf<)v held a twflve-jiouF- sisson from 11 a. m to 
II p. rn to-day wiih hiiof inreiv.ils, to disi o^e of flu' .■'Oeoiid and third leadjii^^.s of lh (3 
Bill wdiieh f)rnvicle lerojnoari udief to small Inddei.s Ad tlie (>3 anieiu'meiifs tablt d 
by the Opfiu.sirjuii wimu (iefuated The Bill pjo\ nij s ledu f to fiuli'eis having six aens of 
irii^oued land or ei^htien it‘s of oihci land The iciirl is poiidn ir the Intioduction 
of ptumaneut meason s lo deal with luial ind ■l)tednes^ by > taxing for one yeai all 
deeiees for the attachment of lands 

A Resume oj iiil session 

5th FEBRURRY - The Conneil wn'-^ ptorogveU tc.-daA after pa^siiez the Ihll to 
remove ceitain disilelitios of IJaMj.ins in tiie ma'tei of woish'j) in ti nudes 

Seven official IMIs xveie passed by the picscnt su‘-sion of the Assembly. The 
House, on sev*^]al o n asiens. sat euntiiunui&ly foi 12 In ms 

Of the Bids pas' d ihiee, u.imoK, tlio L< c.d Inoirds B>ill. tl'c Mnnicijtal Bill and 
the Bnmhav City Mumcpal Ibll leceved the assent of the (ii,\e>ia>i. 

The Moni'V-ien lot s* IT 11 w’as lefcied to a sehuf cunimMlee, W'liile the Rinha- 
tion.iiy Offendeis' Bill was not yet passed bv ibe Tjipei IIoum*. 

The Temjile-entry Bill was j-assed by bulb tlio Houses and was awadiii" 
the Goveinoi’s assent 


Budget Session — Bombay — 25th. February lo 6th. May 1938 

Financial Statemiai mu lO'kS-i'dl 

25lh FEBRUARY , — The Bnd^o‘t Session (.f tin* Asseinhlv cninmeiiced at Biunh.ix 
(01 th" 2 .')!!] FidMiMiv. Mr d B L tthe^ Fi • in -e Minister. Bun[)t)ay, presented iiis 
Budget estimaies for ]h38-iJ9. 

Tlio Budpnd sliows a defunt of Rs. 40 81 lekhs, i ere j its boni^,^ Rs 1 200,00 lakhs 
and expenditure f^s. l,^i40.S4 hikhs 

The aims of the (lover nrnent, said the M-nislei, Irad bt en to trivi' lehef to the 
impover islied masses to (diicate the i':r,oiant and l.nkw.'id, to rtlievj' tliem ficou 
causes of distress which wnu br’yond tin ir contrul and to enable them to acqu i«* 
eoiifideme in themselves, AVIiethor it was the viila.po* paindiayat or forest law’s, 
vxbether it w’as education or a;:t ruitlture, wlmliMj it was anti-drink moa.sur(‘S or tin* 
tobacco duty, tlip ptimipal object of tho Ihid-.-i was to impinv(' tlm lot of the weak 
and to streii^^then them in then stiu^^le fia a tiettor life Hie Goveinment could 
not mint new riipee.s or punt new cniieney notes. All the meiiey thov could get 
was by readjustment and by such taxation as only touched tho pockets of those 
who r ould aiTnrd to pay. 

Ml. Lathe oxfrected'an additional sum of Rs. 8 laklis (Rs. 5 lakhs fiom tho new 
electricity duty and Rs. 3 lakhs from the am«‘cdment of Stamp Duty). He stated 
that the (-Jovei nm^•^t were inquiring into flic question of fuithei taxation of tlio 
Western India Turf Club and the allied quesram of regulating the affairs of tho 
club in tho luteiest of the public, rhough the inquiries were incomplete, the Govern- 
ment expected to get nearly Rs. 3 lakhs as le venue fiom this source. 

The retail sales tax on tobacco, and tho enhanced tobacoo-licenco lee in Bombay 
and the urban areas were expected to bung in an additional Rs. 1 lakh thus making 
a total of Rs. 12 lakhs of additional levemie. which would be spent as follows: 
E.lncatiou, Rs. 8.92,000, piohibition Rs 1,50,U00, agriculture and oo-nperatiou Rs. 
1,80.000| industries Rs. 20,000 and ayurvedic and unani education Rs. 2u,(XX). 
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Mr Latho, in oonclusinn, said •.-“I trust that thfl House will not 
Goveriimoiit a transformation of a^o*-lon^ conditions by a ma^ic wand. Th } 
wav opon to this (i>voinm*‘nt is tho orio wo have takon and if the response we ask 
for flora tlitJ puhliti is as f'oriorous as wo iiopo it will Of, the educational and ame- 
liontivo schoraos winch tho is designed |to finance will create strength in oui 

masses. 


(iKNKn.VL DiSCU'^^ION of Budolt 

26th. FEBRUARY —Tho shoitest siting of the Assomlily. lasting only 30 minutes, 
was held tins morning .wlicii memboia of the Oppo.sition refused to discuss the 
Budget profi'jsals and the .Spe akor, after waiting for a few mi mtes, adjourned the 
House until 1st. March. 


Itl. MARCH ■— Severe criticism by the Op{)osition merab^os of the first Congress 
Goveinment’s budget was the mnn foatuie of the fiist day’s geiieial debate in the 
Asserablv to-dav. Mr Jamnad'is \tchta chaiacteiizoi the budget as an attempt to 
finance tlie Omgress Party lath-'r than help the ma.sses 

The Fiiiiuce MimstePs sp »e 3i sliow-wl that he had made gieater provision for 
expenditiiie than hid hoen shown m tho hndgot. The Opposition mcrabeis, as the 
custodians of the inteiesis ut tlicj ii'^ople, could not jigiec to this last mumte change. 
Mr. Mehta r(‘giotteJ that tlie Finance Minister had given a cold douche to the 
question of i eduction of land revenue, compuKoiy jiiimary education and village 
water supply 

Mr. .s’. .s\ Jh'ihu'ula said that whatever oreddahle points were noticeable in tlie 
budget W(‘ut to the ()ii|) isitiou Mr L. KnramUkfi} urged tlie speeding up of 
pluluhirion, and Mi Aklit.u llas-san Muza objeAod to taxation of tobacco 

2nd. MARCH — “If the (Joveinment have not been able to pla ‘i‘ before the 
ITouso sci. ernes foi ta( kliug tlic' sevnial piubleras before tJie proviii'ies, it i .>5 because 
they aie ta-kliug foi ihi* fust time gieat problems in a ladcal and in 
some cases a it'volutionaiy manner,” declan*d Mr. A, B. Lathe, Phnance 
Ministei, replving to tlu' geiieial deflate on the budget in the A.^semb'y to*day. 
Refer ling to sug (■^‘it oos for laisiiig a loan in view of tlio cheapness of rriorey, tlie 
Phnauce Miuist.u h.i d as long as Bimhay was in lobted to tht' (lovernmeiit ot India — 
and this Ufinll conrmue to Do so foi toi ry live jcvirs oi more — they could not raise 
lo.jus without the Uovei iiineut of India’s p-u niissioti ’When tluM sehtones for tackling 
diffen'Ut piohlotns wei -i roadv they ra'ght ajipio.ich the Ooveiumeut of India foi 
lloa’ing a loan so as to effeotivtdv tackle ttiese schemas 

Ml. h. (J Kher, Pieiuier, pointed out how dospite tho fall in ex(''se levonue the 
Ooveiumeut h.ii piosnlei an additional sura of Hs. 'M lakhs for ednc-ation. 

Voting o\ Bcdc.et Demands 

7th MARCH -Tlio Assemblv to-day up'oted by 71 votes to 43 Mi Jatnnadas 
adjoin urneut motion to discuss the (iovei ament’s ..ctum ra ‘huie’ie mg with 
the in leji.ni lonce of tho lligii Omit ot Boraha>'’ bv susjiending tin' seuteuce of iwo 
pnso^^MS aftei the High Cmrt li.td jrassed tlio'^e .scutouees and had lajected the 
appli'Uition male for tlnnr susDensioii. 

The two piisoners m q lesMori wc^io fiist eonvieted by the Chief Piesideruy Ma- 
gistiate, Bombay, uiidei tlie Pievention of Gainolmg Ai-r, and fintd Ks 1.000 oaeh 
They appeih'l to tlie High t’oait, but tlie High Omit eiibauced the sentence, ripait 
fiorn the fimg to sne months’ imprisonment. 

Ml*. AT. t/. AJuashi, Mmistei foi Law and Ordei, in his leply, said-that once a 
H’gh Com I had cvmvicted a m.in he boeame a piisfiiier of the Hovet r inent. The 
Government wore amlmnzMcl to lelease pnsonois by suspending for tho time their 
sentences if a cise for then release was made out. 

The two per.soiis whoso soiitenues weie suspetidod foi 15 days only li id extensive 
business all over tho couutiy. They were leleased after good seluiiiy had been 
obtained tn order to enable thorn to settle their business aftaiis. 

The Tobaoco Bill 

Eailier the House passed tho fiist leading of the Tobacco Bill. 

8lh. MARCH Amid complaints and counter-complaints from Opposition and 
Government benches that neither party showed any consideration for the other, the 
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Bombay Tobacco Bill wont tbroii"li its second and third readings in the Assembly 
to-day Sir A M. K Dehlnvi^ loader of the Opposition, opposed the third*reading of 
the Bill and declared that tlio attitude of the Government was notone of “beg, borrow 
or steol, but give us money ” 

Mr, Jamnadas Mehta also opposing the Bill said that the Government did not 
disclose the puipose for whioli the tax was being levied. 

Mr. Morarjt Desai, Kevemie Mmistei, lefutod tho charge tliat the Government 
were flouting the opinion of tho Ojiposition. The Government trero only carrying out 
the progiamrae on which thev eiiteicl office, and no memoer of the Opposition could 
with justification say that tho Governmont should not cairy out its piogramrno when- 
ever hel[)ful suggestions weie made by tho Opjiosition, the Goveinmont always accept- 
ed them. 

Replving Mr. A. B Lathe, Finance Ministei, warned tho Inamdni's that, unless 
they just'fied tlnui existenco in tho piesent sotMet\, thou days of pob^cssing alienated 
Jands were numbeied. .\Mahajom (Poona) desiied to know wliat tlifi Goveinraimt 
expected of the Inamdais, Mi. Stone (Euiojiein) advised the Inamdarsi not to walk 
into the web woven by tlio Government The Finance Minister declared that what 
he said to tho Tnamdars w'as as a fnend and not as a believei in tho thooiy that 
none should have piivate piopeity. 

Voting. o\ Buiu.kt Demands 

10th. MARCH — The Assemidy after two da\s’ debate voted the, demand for a 
grant of Rs tU lakhs under gcnt^.il administration. Sti A M. K Ihhalvi, tho 
Leader of the 0|>position, asked the GoviMiirnent to adinimstei the pioMiico in llui 
intiMPSt of all and ii'd in the inteiest ot the Cor. gi css (oi y. Mi Jan.nndas Me^La 
declaied tliat the Opposition was disappoinrel that Ih ‘ G)\ciiim»nt hid failisl t(» fulfil 
tboir election plcdgi>s The Pfrn/no, »cpl\iiig, p'ea ie i g nitv to the chaige if it memt 
that tho Government w’ere giving effect to (>iojc<*ts wliudi ucic deal to the hcaits 
of the Congiess Goveinraents. 

11th. MARCH ‘—All n.ssnianco tliat tlio taxpavors’ monev w’ould not he spent on 
Congress piopaganda was given i»\ Mj K. M Mnnsht, Miuistci ioi RaW and Oidei, 
in the Assomlily to-dav wdieii leplving to the d»d)ate la’^^eii In Sii A. Dehlnn on tlie 
prnposMl voluntcci organ zition to be set up mi the Picsdtu’cv. 

When Mr Munshi noved tor a giant rd Rs 1,R’ 01 ) 0)0 foi fh(‘ Pol co Dcpai tmciit, 
8ir A iJcfilo i 1 a cut mon ui becking the deletion ol the piovision ol R’s L’j,(i()0 

for starting a volurtiMU rngarr.'d-on 

Sn A. Dc'iltiri su'd O'at at a time whoii tlieu' was no enn i ...eiir \ or aiiv intemil 
disoiders, surdi as tlie conntiv had w-tuessiMj a Rnv veais ago, tlieu' oiiould ho no perd 
foi tlie pio|'0s.‘d, ou- uiisa'u)!!. He a->s'‘tfed that tlie opris tiou nciitlv ftMii'd tliat 
this mf)Ve formed part of one of tin* m inv attr‘mj»ts in.ido i>\ the Cnigrr-ss to fuithcr 
its own |)iop.igaiida Mi S ft Jhithn'nl i suppoir-^d the cut motior ai'd sa d tliat h* 
had h'S (iwui ririnlo ns to hf)w the o’gamsition wopild be uliltscd. 3 he ( >'ovci iiment 
might fror'ly utihz" the fi.ioe for birMk'ug up stiik-*s and other polilic.il and economic 
demonstiations with which tlie Goveinmiuit did not .sympathi/e. 

Mr Munshi said tlieio was no intention whatsoevei on tip* pair of tJie Goveinmr'nt 
to spend taxpayers’ money on a C mgn'ss volunteei crops R'oi wurs it t)ic intention 
of the Goveinmruit to place the force unrlei a piivate agenev. I'he pioposed volunteer 
force would form part and parcel of the (rohee force Ihe piime rdj).*ct was to help 
the police m times of emeigencv and, secfiijdl\, to associ.ite the mtizens in tin' w’oik 
of maiD*‘aining civic peace. The fuoposed .s-dieme had bi'*'n welcomed 1)} tin* general 
])ublic and the Government of India themsr Ives liad sponsoit'd a simiKi scheme some 
time ago. The object w’a.s, as exf)Iained in the Goveinrnr*nt of Iridni resolution, ‘doi 
the accr'ssion of strength and exploiting tho educational value and co-opeiation of the 
public wuth a view to eiicoui aging tho civic sense.” The lecruitment to tlie volunteer 
oigamzation would bo made bv the police authorities in the same W'ay as police ro- 
cruitrneiit The rn(*n of the ciops would he controlled and dulled liy the police. The 
derails of the scht‘ino were not vet complete. The InspeutoT-(R*noiaI of Police w^as 
being consnlt(*l and the Govi't nmeiit would shortly publish the rules and regulations 
governing tlie recruitment ,nnd conduct of tlio membeis of the proposed organization. 

The cut motion was defeated by an ovei whelming majoiity, 

12th. MARCH Speaking on a cut motion in respect of the grant for Bombay 
City Police in the Assembly to-day Mr. K. A/. Munshi^ Homi Minister, appealed to 
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the House not to bring in communal considerations so far as the police were concern- 
ed. He said the only consideration for the f)olice was efBcien^. He added that 
compared with the police force in other big cities of India, the Bombay force was 
undermanned. Besides, many people did not realise that Bombay had its own under- 
world — insufficiently controlled— composed of classes of people who committed every 
sort of crime. It was, therefore, necessary to maintain a big police force. 

Sir A. M, K. Dehlavi, who moved the cut motion, said that, whilst members from 
other minority communities had a fairly good representation in the police force, 
Moslems lagged behind. The out motion was declared lost. 

“The gramophone is certainly an instrument which sometimes leads to a terrible 
nervous breakdown. Sometime ago I was disturbed every morning by my neighbours,” 
said Mr. K. Munshi, opposing another cut motion, moved to raise a debate on restric- 
tions on city restaurants. 

The Opposition urged the Government to remove the restrictions imposed on res- 
taurants situated in the mill areas over opening and closing time and also over the 
playing of music. 

14th. MARCH Mr. Jamnadas Mehta moved a cut motion (Rs. 100) in the 
Assembly to-day when the irrigation grant came up for discussion. He drew 
the attention to the need for incorporating in the Budget a brief balance sheet of 
various irrigation .schemes every year. 

Mr. M ir, Nurte, Minister for Public Works, said that the Government had no 
intention to conceal any facts in the Budget and that they would do everything to go 
into the details of irrigation schemes within a re.sonable time, whereupon the motion 
was withdrawn. 

15th. MARCH . — Mr. M. Y. Nurte, Minister of Public Works, moved for a grant- 
of Ks. 3?, 510.00 under the head Irrigation. The demand was passed by 68 votes to 41. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta^ on behalf of the Opposition, contested the provision of Rs. 

12.500.00 for various schemes of irrigation and public works on the ground that when 
deiiiuto schemes wore ready, the Government could ask for supplementary grants. At 
present there were no definite schemes. 

Mr. Nuric, replying, said that there was a possibility of famine breaking out in 
certain districts if the Government’s schemes were hindered by refusal of the demand. 

22nd. MARCH .-—That a member who has been hitherto speaking in English can 
speak in any other ianguago piovided ho feels ho can express himself better m that 
language was the ruliug given by Mr. Mjvnlankar, the Speaker, to-day, 
while a cut motion to discuss the Voad construction policy of the Government 
was under consideration. 

Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan began to spo.ak in Urdu The Speaker desired to know 
if the member pronosed to speak in tutuie m Urdu. Mr Khan replied that he 
could express himself bettor in Uidu so far as the subject under cousidoration was 
concerned. A member raised a point of order regarding a previous ruling that anyone 
who had once spokeu m English could not speak in any other Indian language. 

The Speaker said that recently a ruling on the matter had been given by the 
Speaker of the United Provinces Assembly ana also by Speakers of other Provincial 
Assemblies, permitting members who had hitherto spoken in English to speak in 
any other languago. Though he was not bound by these rulings he felt that he 
should consider tiio whole question afresh and give a final ruling lu the matter. 
Meanwhile, he allowed Mr. Khan to .speak in Uidu. 

24th. MARCH : — Discussion on demands for further grants were taken up by the 
Assembly to-day. The amounts asked for iu connexion with expenditure on education, 
medical relief, agriculture, co-operative societies, industries, etc. having been already 
voted upon, the Premier, Mr. B. G. Kher^ rose to move under education, a further 
grant for 8.92 lakhs. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta raised a point of order as to whether a 
supplementary giant could be moved at this stage. He agreed that it could be moved 
provided it was a very importaut item omitted m the Budget or was urgent, and 
asked what was the urgency in the present case. 

The Speaker ruled that neither the Chair nor the House was competent to decide 
and sit in judgment over a matter which had been considered urgent by the Governor. 

25th. MARCH The Assembly to-day passed the demand for grant of Rs. 

60.14.000 under the head ‘‘Land Revenue.” 

18 
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Mr. J, H. Jhahtoala moved a cut to discuss the question of insufficiency of pay 
for the inferior staff in the department. He declared that recently when he led a 
deputation to the Premier, he was pleased to concede that the pay of the poons should 
be raised. Mr. B. G. Kher, replying, said it was his personal view. He aid not com- 
mit the Government to that view point because the matter was for the Finance De- 
partment to decide. The cut motion was lost. 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta moved a cut motion to discuss “profiteering by Government 
in the rate of interest charged to cultivatois.” He said that Government gave loans 
to cultivators at the rate of 6 per cent, while they raised loans at 3 per cent. 

The Revenue Minister stated that when he took office ho found that his hands 
had been tied by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, who before him held the portfolio of Finance 
and Revenue. The cut motion was pressed to a division and lost. 

Mr. S. V. Parulekar moved a cut motion to discuss measures to be taken for 
bringing under cultivation private waste lands. On an assurance by Mr. Moiarji Desai, 
Revenue Minister, the motion was withdrawn. 

Guillotine was applied and all the demands were put to vote and carried. 

28 th. MARCH —Party bitterness came into play in the Assembly to-day when 
the Opposition moved a cut in the public woiks demand and chaiactorized the build- 
ing of a If ad to Haiipura, duiing the Congiess session, as “political nepotism.” 
Treasury Benches m their turn accused the Opposition of attempts to “poison the 
minds of membeis.” 

Mr Abdul LaHf Hazrat Khan, who moved the cut, called the expenditure of 
Rs. 50,000 on the road as “misuse of money.” The tJoveinment, he ^aid, had attended 
to the repair of the road to Haripura in preference to roads which needed greater 
attention. Sir A. M K. Dehlari said that as the Congress claimed to lepieseiit all 
shades of political opinion he would like to know if the Congress would have spent so 
much of the tax«payeis money in consti acting a load if it was in connexion with a 
Moslem League session. He "characterized the construction of the load as “a great 
scandal.” Mr. Patti (Congres.s) said that the Government had evei,\ justification 
for incurring the expenditure as it was on the principle of “greatest good loi the 
greatest number.” If such assemblages took place under the auspices of the Mo.slem 
League the Congress Government was bound to spend mone\ in older to safeguard 
public health. Mr. C P. Bramble (Euiopean) termed the exoenditnie on the road 
“political nepotism” and asked the Government to avoid such indulgence in future 
as that was the suiest way to break the Congress oiganization and the shortest way 
to bring the Congress Government rrito disrepute. 

Mr. Alihahadur Khan (independent) sard that the opposition had no conception 
of the problem which confronted the Government regarding the Congress session. 
He did not think that it was up to Sir A. M. K. Dehlavi, leader of a communal party, 
to speak in the name of democracy, 

Mr. Morarji Desat^ Revenue Minister, said that the opposition, finding that tlio 
Congress was growing in strength had become uncomfortable and desperate. They 
were therefore trying to “corrupt” the minds of the members of the House. Other- 
wise how could one justify such misrepresentation as had been made ? Hugo 

gatherings of people were being emptied into the Madhi station by numerous special 
trains and these had to be taken to Haripura through road It was the elementary 
duty of the Government to provide a suitable road and see that no accidents occurred. 

Mr. K. M, Munshi^ Minister for law and order, declared that it was the duty of 
every government, no matter which party was in power, to afford all possible facili- 
ties to the public, whenever there was a large gathering. The United Provinces 
Government had spent money in making arrangements for the Kumbha Mela “Can 
that be called political nepotism,” he asked He refuted the suggestion tliat the Congress 
was merely a party and said that the annual sessions of the Congiess were national 

gatherings. If Haripura had decided otherwise thau what it did, there would have 

beeu a revolution in the country. The opposition might be honest. The “little 

freedom” that they enjoyed to-day was because of the Congress. 

Mr. M. Y. Nurie^ winding up the debate, regretted that the debate had been carried 
on party lines without much reference to the issue before the House. Any Govern- 
ment worthy of its name was bound to incur the expenditure the present Government 
had done. The cut motion was rejected by 78 votes to 43. 
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Municipal Boroughs Amend. Bill 

30lh. MARCH A Bill seeking to amend the Bombay Municipal Boroughs Aot 
was introduced m the Assembly to-day by Mr. L. M. PatiL Minister for Local Self- 
Government. It was designed to do away with nominations in cases of all municipal 
boards. Under the Bill elective representation by means of reservation of seats will 
be given to Hanjans, backward tribes and women, wherever necessary. Reservation 
of seats will be on population basis. Also, there will be a provision giving option to 
Moslems to decide tor themselves whether they would have joint electorates or 
separate electoiates. The Minister stated that the provision diu not take away 
the right of Moslems to have separate electorates. For the first time m the cons- 
titutional history of India an eloetoiato was being given the right to declare by a 
referendum uhat kind of olectoiate it desired. The retention of separate electorates 
for Hariians would be against the spirit underlying the Poona pact. Joint electorates, 
he added, would bring higher and backwaid castes closer together and also cuib 
communalism and foster a national spirit. 

31it. MARCH Sir A. M. Dehlavx (leader of the Opposition), opposed the option 
clause and considered it as the ‘‘thin end of the wedge” seeking to circumvent the 
Communal Award. Mr. Ah Bahadur Khan supported the Bill and expressed surprise 
at the League raemliers’ attitude towards the bill, and added : “Moslem League so 
long as they remain communal can never rule any p:ovince even if they wait till 
Doomsday.” 

Eailier, the house passed the first reading of the Bill seeking to register the names 
of all practitioners of Uuam and Ayurvedic systems of medicine and referred the Bill 
to a Select Committee. 

2nd. APRIL i—'-tix suecessivo divisions, all ending in victory for the Government 
and a walk. -out by 20 members of the Moslem League Party were the features of the 
discussion to-day on the first and second leadings of the Bill to amend the Bombay 
Municipalities Act. Ihe Bill provides for the abolition of nomination and introduction 
of joint electoiatch with reseivation of seats to noa-Moslem minorities and an option to 
the Moslems to declare u favoui of jointelectoia.es whenever they desire to do so. The 
Moslem League, pai ticulai ly, s uight the deletion of the option clause for the Moslems. 

Str A. A', hehlavi stated that an expression of the resentment at the 

attitude of the tiovemmeiit iti not acceedmg to the sincere attempts of his party to 
secure deletion of the rUus**, his paity wo uld walk-out of the House The Premier, 
Mr R A'A-r, legio’tel that it was not possible for the Government to meet the 
point of view of tho Moslorn L'‘ague in this matter. 

Discussion on the second i»’adnig bad not concluded when the House adjourned. 

Slpakvte Province for Karnatak 

4th. APRIL • — The qiustiou of a separate province for Karnatak was discussed 
to-day. Ml Viswanath Joy (Congress) moved a lesolution recommending the cieation 
of a new piovince, by amalgamating all Canarese speaking areas m Bombay, Madras, 
and Coorg. Mr. O, V. Mavlatikar^ the Speaker, ruled out of order tw’o amendments, one 
seeking the creation of a piovince of ‘‘Mahaiashtra”, by amalgamating certain districts 
from the Cential Provinces and the another accepting the principle of distribution of 
various provinces on a linguistic basis. 

5th. APRIL : — The Assembly passed without a division Mr. Visicanath Jog's 
(Congiess) lesolutiou. Mr. B. O. Kker, Piemier, explaining the attitude of the 
Goveinment towaidh the resolution said that the Congiess had accepted the principle 
of a formation of provinces on a linguistic basis. If no attention had been paid so 
far to this it was because there were more important subjects to be tackled. 

Several Bills passed 

6th. APRIL The Assembly passed to-day the Bill to repeal the Bombay Bpeoial 
Emergency i^uwers Act, 193;^. 

Earlier, the Assembly also passed the Bill amending the Bombay District Municipal 
Boroughs Act without a division. 

Lunacy Act Amend. Bill 

13Ui. APRIL The Assembly passed the Bill to amend the Indian Lunacy Aot. 
The Bill provides for the temporary release of lunatics with a view to seeing if a 
change of surroundings would better their condition. 
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PRIMA.RY EDUOA.TION AmEND. BiLL 

23rd. APRIL llie question who was more honest, the educated or the un- 
educated, arose to-day when the Bill to amend the Bombay Primary Education Act 
was discussed. The q^iiesiion arose out of an amendment by Mr. S. H. Jhahwala 
who suggested that there should be more persons experienced inleduoation on the 
school boards to be constituted in every district. Mr. J. O. Afore opposed the amend- 
ment, as this would bar minorities getting due representation He said that experience 
had shown that educated people were more dishonest and what was required on the 
school boards was honesty and sincerity. Mr. B. K. Oaikwad was also opposed to the 
amendment. Experience of the working of the school boards, he said, showed that 
uneducated had done more earnest work in the spread of education than the educated 
members. Mr. tr K Phadke strongly refuted the suggestion that educated people 
were dishonest. Mr. R. B. Thorat opposed the amendment and said that men like 
Sivaji, though not much educated, were loaders of men Mr. S, H. Jhabicala^ in 
replying, said that referring to Sivaji was as bad as the Premier quoting Mr. Gandhi. 
It was deplorable, he said, that a controversy should have been started as to who 
w’as more honest, educated or the uneducated. 

Mr. B. O. Khet\ the Premier, accepted the amendment on hohalf of the Govern- 
ment. If education, he said, meant the growth of dishonesty then the House would 
do well to drop the Hill, as the measure was meant to spread education. The Premier 
acknow'ledged that some of the uneducated membeis ol the school boards had 'done 
immense service and would continue to do so, but that should not mean that men 
with educational experience should not bo member s of tliu school board. The amend- 
ment was earned without a division. 

25th. APRIL .—The House discussed to-day the clause in the Primary Education 
Bill disqualifying certain persons from becoming members of school boards. Mr. S L. 
Karandtkar (Domociatic Swaraj Party), moved an amendment seeking to debar 
members of the provincial legislature from the school boards. lie wanted this rule 
to apply to alHparties, including the Congress, and asked the Congress members to be 
true to their pledge. 

The Speaker gave an opportunity to Mr. Karandikar to withdraw his remarks hut 
he refused to withdraw them. The Speaker then announced that with great r-egict he 
had to ask the member to withdraw^ from the House. Mr Karandikar withdiow for 
the day. The House rejected the amendment. 

Bombay City Police Amlxk. Bill 

Consideration of the Bill to amend the City of Bombay Police Act, with a view 
to controlling' effectively the movements of goondas and hooligans, was postponed till 
the next day so that members of the Government and the Opposition could moot to- 
gether and come to an understanding in regard to the details of the measure. 

Mr. K. M. Munshi^ Home Minister, moving the first reading of the Bill, assuied 
the House that the measure was intended to deal only with uudesirablo poisons. 

26tli. APRIL On the motion of the Home Minister, Mr. K. M. Munshi^ con- 
sideration of the Bill to amend the City Police Act was postponed for another day. 

Nearly 60 amendments had been tabled to the Bill. Hr. B. R. Arnbedkar's amend- 
ment wanted that the measure should be in operation only duiing emergeneies like 
communal riots. Mi. Jamnadas Mehta's amendment sought that the Act itself shall 
be in force only till the last day of the next session of the Assembly. Mr. S, V, 
Parulekar wanted that the Bill shall remain in force only till December, 1938. 

The Minister stated that there were several amendments and lie and the leaders of 
the various parties had yet to discuss a few more amendments before the final doci 
sion could be communicated to tne House. 

27tli. APRIL Mr. K. M. Muns/it, Home Minister, announced to-day that as a 
result of discussions, the Government had accepted Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's amend- 
ment seeking to restrict the scope of the Bill only to deal with communal distuibances. 

Mr. yunshi described how communal riots had become an annual feature in the 
city and how the people were at the mercy of hooligans. Unless the Government had 
enough power they could not deal adequately with hooligans. 

Dr. Ambedkar, moving his amendment, agreed that the hooligan element was the 
real danger to the peace of the city, and therefore the Government should be support- 
ed in their attempt to suppress hooliganism. 
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Sir A. M. K. Dehlavi, Leader of the Moslem League Party, opposed the measure 
and characterized the safeguards as more eyewash. Ho was surprised that Congress 
which had been fighting for civil liberty should come forward with such a measure. 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta opposed the measure on the giound that it was too drastic 
and militated against the liberty of the citizens. Mr. Ali Bahadur Khan, supporting, 
said that those who had opposed tho measure had not made any constructive sugges- 
tion to meet the situation. Mr. A. H. Muza (League) opposed the Bill. 

Tho House accepted Dr. Ambedkar’s amendment and passed the first reading of 
the Bill by 73 to 20 votes. On tho 30tli Apiil the Assembly passed by 69 votes to 
15 the third reading of the Bill. 

Bomhay Rages Lk'Ensiko Amend. Bill 

2nd. MAY The Assembly pa‘*scd all the three readings of the Bill to amend 
tho Bombay Races Licensing Act of 1912. Tho raeasuie sought to clear all doubts 
legardmg the Government’s right to impose conditions in granting a licence. 

Intioducing the Bill, Mr. K. M Munaht^ Home Minister, said that tho Royal 
Western India Turf Club was a joint-stock company with 350 members, controlling 
tho affairs of tho Club. It received largo sums of money to encourage India-bred 
horses but the past experience showed that tho Club had not carried out this task 
satisfactorily. The maionty of jockeys were imported fiom Australia or England. 
Only foul per cent of the Ks 17 lukli^ stake money was allotted to Indian hoises. 
The Government, therefore, bad opened iif'gotiations with tho Turf Club with a view 
to seeking that proper encouragement was given to Indian horses These negotiations 
were almost complete but the Ooveiuraent had brought forwaid the measure to clear 
all doubts regal ding tho Government's rights to impose conditions in granting a 
license. Messrs. S.fl. Jhahwalla and Ah Bahadur Khan supported the measure. 

Mr, M'lnf^hr, replying to the debate, said that tho Government had been guided 
bv two pimi iplos in bringing foiward tlie moasiiie, namelv, to rectify the mistake 
of the Tiuf Club in not encouraging India-bied horses and seeing that the major 
poitiou (j1 tlio Club’s money was spent in India. 

Primary EnremoN Amend. Bill 

The House earlier passed the Bill to amend the Piimarv E<lucation Act by 58 votes 
to 12. Ml. I H Siddtqui had moved an amendment to the efft*et that the quoran should 
be taught to Moslem boys and girls if tho Moslems of the locality so desired. 

Sir A. K Dehlavi, supporting the amendment, said that if Goveinment wanted to 
eufoico compulsory education they ought to take up the question of religious educa- 
tion senously. 

Mr. B. Q. Kher^ the Premier, said that if the parents of tho pupils belonging to 
tho vaiious communities wanted separate religious education, tlio Government would 
have to provide leligious education of seven or eight diffeient types. He leferred to 
Turkey where the quoran was not taught m village schools. The State provided only 
secular education and even in an Islamic country like Turkey there was no provision 
for religious education by the State. The amendment was lost without division. 

Bomiiay Municipal Amend. Bill 

3r<l. MAY Tho first and second leadings of a Bill to amend tho Bombay Muiii- 
nicipal Act was passed in tho Assembly to-day. 

The measure sought to introduce adult francliiso in 1943, abolition of nomination 
to the statutory committees of tho Corporation, reduction of salaries to certain 
officials of the Corporation and the redistribution of the city wards. 

There was goiieral support for the measure from all sections of the House though 
two members opposed it as they considered the introduction of adult franchise premature. 

Two amendments seeking to reserve two seats in the Corporation for the Bombay 
Municipal Workers’ Union and the All-Iudia Tiade Union Congress were defeated. 

4th. MAY An amendment to the effect that adult franchise should be introduced 
only when tho Municipal Corporation decided in favour of it by a two-thirds majority 
was thrown out. Another amendment by Mr. Parulekar^ that adult franchise be 
introduced in 1939 instead of 1942, was also lost. 

Mr. Ismail Chundrtger (Moslem League) said that Moslem Leaguers were not 
opposed to tho prmoiple of adult franchise. They were only afraid they would not 
get proper representation. Further, a large number of Moslem women would not 
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record their votes. If, liowever, the Government gave adequate safeguards by which 
Moslem interests would not suffer, the League party would support the measure. 

Mr. S. K. Patti opposed the amendment. He said that in the interests of the 
masses the State must intiodiuje adult franchise. 

The Hon. Mr. L. M. Pattl^ Minister for Local Self-Government, declared that if 
adult fianchist* was intioduced, the real repiesentatives of the people would be in 
charge of the civic administration. The Government had taken the gieatest care to 
see tliat the interests of the minorities were not adversely affected. 

5lh. MAY r^The LJiH to amend" the Bombay Municipal Act passed through all the 
stages in the Asst‘ml)ly to-day An amendment fixing the maximum salary of municipal 
officials to Bs 500 was lost. Mi. S. H. Jhahwala^ who moved the amendment, said 
that the Mimstiy should apply the same piinciple by which they are guided with 
regard to salaiies Mr LM Pattl^ Ministei for Local ISelf-Govcrnmont, said that while 
he appieciated the sentiments expiessed by Mi .Thabwala he could not expect the 
permanent seivants to he guided by the same piinciple and spirit of service which 
guided the Ministers. Ho hoped, how^over, that such a time would gradually come. 

CimAi* Electricitv ior Villages 

6th. MAY .—The decision of the Bombay Government to electrify the rural areas 
was reiterated by Mr. M. V. Nurte^ Alinister for Public Woiks, speaking on a Govern- 
ment resolution in tlio Assembly to-day. 

The lesolution lefened to the utilizing of the Badghat Dam for generating electri- 
city which will be supf lied to the villages in Lonada, Government House in Poona 
and the Yeivada Ceiitial Jail. Mr. Nune added that the Government were consi- 
(leiing the question of utilizing the irrigation “tail’* water for the production of 
electric encigy. The (xovernment weie anxious to make the cultivatois electiicity- 
mmdod by supjilyiug them with powei at cheap rates. The resolution was passed. 

Full Ti.me Law Colleoes 

Anothei resolution to convert the pait-time Law College in Bombay into a v\ hole- 
time one was also earned by the Assembly. 

hpeaking on the resolution Mr. B. G. Kher, the Preraiei, said that in the interests 
of the legal piofession and society, students should take to the study of law more 
seriously than they had done hitheito An expert committee which the Government 
appointed some time ago, examined the question of legal education. The (kimmittee 
had reported that the profession was oveiciowded and also in ceitain cases the 
standard of legal practice had gone down. I he Goveinrnont hoped to remedy the 
evils to some extent by converting the part-time institution into a whole-timo one. 

The House also approved of an expenditure of Ks. 72,000 lor cany mg on lesearoh 
and experiments in the aitificial silk industiy. 

A Resume or the Session 

The Assembly sat continuously from January 11 with a fortnight’s break during 
the Hanpura Congress, -and passed several* impoitant legislative measure. 

In connexion with the Goveinraent’s now programme, some of the most important 
Bills passed by the session just prorogued were a Bill to amend the Primary Education 
Act, a Bill regarding the Bombay Municipality, one about Indianization of raoe- 
couises 111 Bombay, and another designed specially to deal with communal liots. It 
passed the Goveinmeiit lesoiution about tlio electnfication of the ruial area, a full 
time law college, and expeiiments inartificial silk. 



Proceedings of the Bombay Council 

January Session — Bombay — 13th January to 5th. Februray 1938. 

The January Session of the Bombay Legislative Counoil commenced at Bombay on 
the I3th. January 1930. The Council passed without division, the Premier, Mr. B. O. 
Kher's motion against tlio introduction of Federation and adjourned till January 17. 

Unemployment Enquiry Committef. 

17th. JANUARY The resolution of Mr. J. P. S. Joshi recommending to the 
Government the appointment of a committee to inqniie into the problem of unem- 
ployment among the middle and lower classes, was passed m the Council this afternoon. 

Leave was also granted to Mr. Joshi to introduce a Bill to regulate the rents of 
premises in the Presidency. 

Conferment of Titles 

24ih. JANUARY The Council to-day passed without division flie re- 
solution moved by Mr. B. Q. Kher^ Premier, that the conferring of titles, honours of 
titular distinctions on any person in the province by the King or the Governor- 
General bo discontinued. 

Local Boari/s Bill 

25th JANUARY 5t> Ibrahim Curribhoy, Leader of the Moslem League group 
in the Council, whose amendment for the deletion of the optional clause in the 
Local Boards Bill was thrown out without a division yesterday, walked out of the 
House followed by two other members of the League Party, immediately the House 
re-assembled after tea to-day. The clause sought to give the Moslem constituencies the 
option between joint and sepaiate electorates. 

feir Ibrahim Currimbhoy, in a shoit statement to the Council, declared ♦hat the 
passing of this amendment was against the policy of the League, and the only 
wav m which his partv could raaik its protest was by walking out. 

The arnendraent of Mr. M. R Mahajan foi joint electorates without the optional 
clause, was also lost without a division. The Uouncil later passed tho tliird reading 
ot the Bill. 

Small Landholders’ Relief Bill 

4ih. FEBRUARY :--In the Council to-day, an attempt made by a member to 
postpone consideration of tho Bill to give relief to small landholders was rejected bv 
13 votes to 8. \ demonstration of 300 Sanatanists was held in front of the Council 
Chamber tc-day. 

The Saiiataiiists, shouting slogans, desired to see the Preraiei, in connection with 
the Tomplr-Enfry Bill, but as Mr. B. O. Kher was not present, the procession moved 
off to tho Seciotanat. The uemoustiatois, however, dispersed without seeing Mr. Khor. 

5th. FEBRUARY .'—The Council was prorogued to-day after passing tho Bill to 
lemove certain disabilities of hanjans in the matter of worship in temples. 


Budget Session — Bombay — 5th. March to 6th. May 1338 

Financial SxAXEaiENT for 1938-3D 

“Tho question of alienated lands is at piesont under the consideration of the 
Government. Those in possession of such lands will have to givo better iustifioation 
for the continued possession of them than the mere fact that their forefathers owned 
the lands, or rendered certain services to the Government,” said, Mr. A. B. Latiie^ 
Finance Minister, in presenting the Budget to the Council to-day. 

It was essential, he added, that inamdars should think in terms of what service 
they were rendering to the present structure of society, and he hoped that they 
consider how best to servo the public. If not, the Government would have to 
bring in legislation to impose some burden on those who possessed alienated lands. 
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Discussion or Budget 

7lh. MARCH Tho necessity of a united front against the imposition of tlio 
Federal Scheme was stressed by Sir Currimbhoy Ibrahim (Moslem League), in the 
course of the discussion on the Budget. 

The suggestion was also made that the Piovincial Government should go to tlio 
Federal Court to get the question of the sales tax settled, with a view to raising 
loans to meet the expenses to bo incurred to finance the various schemes. 

lOih. MARCH The Council to-day after one hour’s sitting, passed all the 
stages of the Bombay Finance Bill. The Bill provides for an enhancement of electiic 
duty and stamp duty. 

Separate Province for Karnatak 

18lh. APRIL: — The Council to-day passed without a division a resolution advoca- 
ting the st'paration of Karnatak on the same lines as that passed by the Assembly. 

Accepting the lesolution on behalf of the Government, Mr A. B, Lathe, Finance 
Minister, said that the best aigument in support of the resolution was that if they 
wanted hue responsible government to come into existence, the language used hy 
the people outside should be the same as that used by inemt>i*is inside the legislature. 
Kefening to a haihoiir and railway foi Karnatak, the Minister |)ointpd out tout those 
woie subjects which would not come into the hands ot Kainatak even aftei sepaia- 
tion as they wei’e matters for the Goveiiimont of India to decide. Ho added that 
there w’oukl he better chances of securing these if Karnatak remained a part of 
Bombay lather than as a small separate province. Bo hoped the Bombay Govern- 
ment’s* acceptance of tlie ^ resolution would induce the Government of India to 
lu.stitute the iiecossaiy enquiries. 

Stock Exciiaxi.l' 

On the Piomiers (Mi. B. 0. Khers) assurance that the Government were con- 
templating legislation on the Morrison Committees lecommendations regaidmg the 
Bombay Stock Exchange, Professor S. R. Davar withdrew his resolution mging tliat 
the Committee's recommendations be put into effect. Mr. Kher added that such of 
the recommendations as did not involve legislation had been already put into effect 
by the Government. 

Indian Lunacy Act Amend. Bill 

25th, APRIL.— Tlio Council to-day passed all the three readings of the Bill to 
amend the Indian Lunacy Act as passed by the Assembly. 

Non- official Bills 

26th. APRIL Two non-official Bills were considered by the Council to-day. 
A Bill moved by Mr. S. C. Josht to regulate rents of piemises in the presidency 
was lost w'ltbout divi.sion. The object of the measure was to secure relief to the 
woiking and middle classes. I’lofussor S. R, Davar, and Mr. B. N, Karanjia 
opposed the Bill. 

Mr. L. M. Patil, Minister for Local Self-Government, stated that the Government 
had already appointed a comm'ttee to inquire into the question of rents and they 
would not take any action in the matter until the committee had repoited. The 
motion for the first reading was lost without division. 

Another Bill by Mi. Joshi to provide for the giant of annual leave with pay to 
ceitain classes of women workois lu industries was withdiawn. 

Mr. Morarji Desat, Revenue Minister, explaining the Government s position said 
that they w’eie doing every tiling possible to carry out their doclaicd policy of giving 
as many facilities to labour as possible. They, howovei, do not want to kill an 
industry by overburdening it. Further, the Govornmont intended to bring legislation 
regaidmg pay fui employees in case of leave due to sickness. Leave with pay 
dunng sickness was more urgent than holidays with pay. In view of the Govern- 
ment’s assurance Mr. Joshi withdrew the Bill. 

OFFICIAL ReSOLUTIO.NS 

Sib. MAY The Council passed to-day all the throe Government resolutions 
passed by the Assembly — about the electrification of the rural area, a full time law 
college, aud experiments in artificial silk. The House was then prorogued* 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Session — Calcutta — 7th. February to 8lh, April 1338 

With a large centingont of ])oIicf guauling all Hit' aiiiuoarlu's of Hu* AbSomMy 
House, the Bengal Legislative Assembly etjinrnenceil its budget session at Calcutta on 
the 7th February 1938 witli a veiy huge atteiulaiieo of nienilteis lu contiast, Hio 
galleries wore spaisely occuftied. The House adjoin nod till the iie\t day aftoi halt an 
liour’s sitting. The Finance Ministci' piosentt'd tin* sui plt'nieui.iiy budget estimates for 
curieut yoai amounting to Ks. 3,J2,O(j0 of which Jls. {)8,(XI0 weio vutable 

MuNiriPALiSATioN 01 Klectkic Sr'M'n 

8th. FEBRUARY By 122 votes to 80 tlie llt'use defi'ated toihn the adjouiiimont 
motion of Mr. Jalaluddtn Jlaakenii/ to discuss the situat um ansing i»ul of the lefusal 
el the Government to accoid sanction to the Coipoiatiuu of Calei tta to exeicise its 
option in purchasing such paits of the Electiu* Siipplv undoi takings as lav wuHiin tlio 
Municipal limits of Calcutta. The suppoitoi.s of the motion i-onsisted of tlie Coiigiess 
hlock and members of the Krishah Piaja I'aity. Tho Maharajn of Myvwnsinijh and 
thieo members of tho coalition gioup did not take pint in the voting. Tho debate 
lasted for nearly two hours. Aftoi tho cdosuie was adepted the House voted dowu 
the motion. 

The debate waimcd uji tow'aids tho end when following the S)>eecli of the Hon. 
Minister -in- charge o/ Couimeree and Industrij, Mi. tUnjamaprasad Mnlherjec asked 
a pointed f|uestiou us to what steps the (Joveinmeiit wcic taking in legaid to the 

question of lenowal of license to the Calcutta Electnc Supply Corjinration for Hie 

next ten yoais. There was no leply to this query hut tho Hon. P'iuanco Minister 
iutei I opting dcclaied that the jiolicy of tho Govoinraent was to nationalise industiy 
and that fiom this year. A significant fcatuie of the debate was that no European 
member took part tliough in a body they voted against the motion. 

Harendra MuNsm’s Deatti 

9lh FEBRUARY .—The death of Harondianath Munshi, tlie hunger-striking 
jirisoner in tho Dacca Central Jail w'as discussed by way of an adjoin iiraent motion 
to-day. The motion was defeated after full tw'o houis’ discussion by 119 to 74 votes. 

Mr. T. C. Ooswami who moved tho adjournment motion, said that ho did not 
biing it foMvard fiom any desire to embarass the Minis! ly but ho would ho 
satisfied if by the self-immolation of the joungmon tho Miuistiy was moved 
to pity and took immediate steps to improve tho conditions in jail 8ir 

Oeorge Campbell^ tho leader of tho European group, said that thev all folt deep 

sympathy for the iinfoitunato youngman but appealed to Mi. Goswami not to divide 
the House on this matter. Their presence in the lobby with tho Government, whom 
they sujiportod fiom tho genoral principle of law and order, might bo constmod as 
showing lack of sympathy. Mr. Shyamaprosad Mukhorjec in a vigoious spooch 
condemned the action of tho local authorities. ISir Naztmuddin repeated tho argu- 
ments which were advanced by him in connoction with a similar motion in the 
Upper House. 



-15 FEB. ’38] SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS VOTED 149 

Enquiry into Rents 

The Assembly next adopted a non-official resolution, moved by Mauivi Ahdtd Ban 
of the Coalition Party, urging the immediate appointment of a commitfeo of not more 
than nine members, both officials and non-officials, of whom five at least should be 
membeis of tho Assembly to enquire into the existing lonts with a view to devising 
ways and moans for a proper reduction of rents. Tho Committee would bo asked to 
submit its report in tho course of six months. 

Tho hon. Mr. A, K. Fazlul Huq^ Piomier, accepting the icsolution, made it clear 
that if it was found that legitimate duos to landlords vvoio being withheld by tenants, 
tho Government would at once stop the operations under Section 112 of the Tenancy 
Act and also suspend the enquiry in areas where it was found that tenants wore 
dodging payment of legitimate dues. Tho House adjourned till tho 14th. 

Members’ Privileoes Dill 

14th. FEBRUARY : — The Assembly unanimously adoidod a motion for the appoint- 
ment of a committoo to report on the'piesent position of the privileges of the membeis 
of the I.egislatuTO and finally to draft a bill embodying flie jiriviloges recommended 
by the Committee. Tho motion wliich was move<l by Mi. Abdtir Rahman Siddiqnc had 
tho unstinted siqipoit from every section of tho House and was welcomed by 
(fovernment Hon. The Speaker in this connection gave an important ruling regarding 
tho privileges of tlie Members of the House and held that whenever a member of 
the llonso was detained or ariested which might enforce his absence fiom the 
scene of the House, the fact should be immediately communicated to Hie Speakei. 

Demand tor Supplementary Grants 

I5ih. FEBRUARY -—The locont touis imdeitaken by the ministry were shaiply 
<;rilicised m connection with the demands for supplemental v giants made by tho Uon 
tho FiPiafire AUnistcr. Tho grants included a sum of Rs. 25,000 foi travelling 
allowaiK-e. Tho oppositionists characteiiscd such touis as “political tours’' while tho 
Chief Minister as well as the Finance Minister lustificd thorn on the giomds that 
they enabled tho ministry to come diiectiv in touch with tho people. 

incidentally tho assault mailo on Mr. Abdul IPo/icd Bokai Nagari^ a member of 
Hie House, at Ishaigunjo at a public meeting in which the Chief Minister was jnesent 

was refeired. In giving his veision of the incident tho Chief Minister said that ho 

welcomed the oppoituuity to contradict tho malicious lies that were being ciiculatcd 

throughout tho country by tho ‘’reptile pi ess” on the basis of which motions foi 

adjournment weio tabled by several membeis of tho House. Tho Clnof Ministoi 
denied that Mr. Hokai Nagari w’as beaten at his instance. Following interiujitions, 
Mr. Dokai Nagii in course of his pcisonal eNjilanation said in Dengali that he would 
blame the Chief Minister for the incident. 

16th. FEBRUARY Tho Government’s jute lestriction propaganda came in for 
a good deal of criticism during tho discussion on demands for sujqik'mcntaiy giants. 

To the ilou’ble Kaicah Ilahtbullah Bahadur s demand foi Ks 15,000 under tho 
head ‘Agriculture’, Dr. Nalmakshya Sanyal moved a cut of Iis. 100 to raise a dis- 
cussiou on tho failure of Government’s jute piopaganda. A debate followed, which 
came to end hy application of guillotine. This was pressed to a division and tho cut 
motion was defeated by 58 to 104 votes. The House then agieed to the demand of 
the Nawab Baliadui. The House also voted the suppUmcntaiy uemand made by the 
llou’blo Mr. A. K. Fazlul Diiq undci the head Registiation amounting to Ks. 52,000. 

Rhino Pre.servation Bill 

Tho Bengal Kliinoeoios Preservation (amendment) Bill was then passed. Refeiiing 
to the Bill, Mr. J. C. Gupta said they were doubtful if any ihinoeeros existed in 
Bengal at all. Ho did not know how many animals would benefit hy tho passing of 
tho bill and wittily icmailvod that if by ihinoeeros the Uou’ble Minister wanted to 
iueludo all animals, including human beings, who weic thick-skinned and not suscep- 
tible to insults, it would benefit many. 

The Touts Bill 

Tho Bengal Touts Bill moved by tho Hon’blo Nawab Musaraf Bussain w'as circu- 
lated for eliciting opinion. Tho object of the Bill w’as to regulate tho employment of 
olerks of legal practitioners and also to suppress touts iu courts and ceitam offices of 
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Bengal where they frequent without interfering with the legitimate work of persons 
engaged in honafide and necessary businesR. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Fixancul Statement for 1938-39 

17th. FEBRUARY .—The Budget for the yoar 1938-39 was proseute<l to the House 
to-day by the Hon. Mr. Nalini JRafijan Saricar^ the Finance Minister who said, among 
other things 

‘I will begin my statement with the good nows that tlic actuals for 1936-37 are 
bettor than seemed possible two years ago or even a year ago. Tho House will 
lemembor that under tho terms of the Niemoyer Settlement, while we would have 
been obliged to take a loan to cover any working deficit for 1930-37, should it have 
ended in one, any surplus would only have been written oft as an incident of the 
cancellation of our debt to the Centro as it stood on 31st March, 1937. 

“Our interest theiofore was confined to tho avoidance of a deficit, which would 
have meant staiting on our legimo of provincial autonomy with a debt on our hands 
To sentiment and self-inteiesf alike, this would liavo been distasteful , and wo may 
well congiatulatc oui solves on tho fact that we have avoided it.” 

Hon’ble membeis will also bo glad to leain that the impiovimeiil evident in 
1936-37 gained siicli strength duiing the liist half ol the cm rent .>eai that, dt spite a 
sot-back dm mg tho past few months, the revised estimates for 1937-38 aie well 
above tho e.stimates ^^hlch 1 presented six months ago. I shall come to details Ja'or 
but at this stage I should like to mention the two lioads which have mostly contii- 
huied to the improvement. These are tho jute export duty and income-tax. The 
former is likely to exceed our original estimate by 33 lakhs, and tho latter, for 
which we estiiiiat‘vl nothing at all, by 27 and a half lakhs. But 1 am giving no 
secrots away uheu I say that these figures would have been many lakhs higher but 
foi the (lustributing di'op in trade hgures that set iii about two months ago The 
case of income-tax is the most noticeable. As tho House is aware, during tho first 
tivo >cais of the corrstitution tho amount of income-tax receipts assignable to the 
Froviuces depends not moioly on tho yield of income-tax but also, and indeed mainly, 
cn the .Meld of Jlaiiw’ay earnings ; we can got nothing unless the Kailways prospoV. 
'Well, they did luospei in the first half of the jcai and if the improvement had been 
maintained, wi' sIiouM have got about 40'lakhs from income-tax. But Railway 
earnings have fallen off so badly during the last two months that, instead of 40 lakhs, 
wo shall only get 57 and a half lakhs Our receipts fiem juto export duty would 
also have been higher if the impiovement in pite ex]»oits evident in tho nist half 
of the >eai had been maintained Tho detciioiatiou in both easi's is due to condi- 
tions outside Jk'iigal and. indeed, out.side India. It is imjioitant lor us to realise that 
our acquisition of an interest in luto exports, in the .Meld of iiiconje-tax and in the 
Yield of Railway receipts has forged a further link between our flnaiKial loifunes and 
trade conditions in the w'oild at laigo. The same pioeess will be tamed a step 
further when wo come to acquire an mteiest m tfiose other fedeial taxes mtiitioiud 
in sections 137 and 140 of tho Act which are assignable in whtde oi in part, to tbo 
rjoviuces, and wdrou we come to impose taxes of oi.i (»wn, siuh as sales taxes, 
Avhose yield in one degree or another wull defend U]i 0 ii itoiitn.ic conditicns at huge, 
rroviucial estimates have now to bo framed against a wider background than 
hitherto. 

Accoiding to tho original estimate this year was to start with an ojicning balance 
of 98 lakbs and end with a closing balance of one croio and 38 lakhs. Tbo revised 
estimate places the opening balance at one croie C laklis and the closing balance at 
1 croie 9l lakhs. This improvement by 53 lakhs is the net result of ilie following, 
an increase of 8 lakhs in the opening balance , an in crease of 8S lakhs in our revenue 
receipts; a decrease of 14 Iakh.s in our expenditure on K'venuo ai-couiit , and a 
decrease of neaily 57 lakhs in the balance outside the rovenuo account; that is 
to say, in tho woiking of Capital and Debt Deposit scctiou of tho Budget. I will 
now give a brief explanation of each of these e}iaDge.s. 

The opening balance, as I observed in my last Budgtt speech, represents llie 
amount which was to be given to us by tho Government of India in order to enable 
us to meet cei tarn liabilities. Their description w^ill be found at the foot of jiago 2 
of the Civil Budget Estimate. This amount was exnected to be 98 lakhs, but when 
tho accounts for 1936-37 were closed, it was found to bo 106 Jakbs. The improvement 
of 8 lakhs occurred mostly in the figures of subvention from the Central Road 
Development Account and the figures of the Deposit Account of the grant for 
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devolopment and improvenicnt of ruial areas. In other words, we spent loss out of 
these accoants in 1936-37 than was expected. 

The Increaae of 88 lalvhs in revenue in receipts is mostly due to an increase of 
33 and a half lakhs under Jute duty, 27 and a half lakhs under Income-Tax, 
12 lakhs under Land Revenue, 17 lakhs under Excise, 3 lakhs under Electricity Duty 
and 3 lakhs under Civil Works, offset in part by a fall of 11 lakhs under “Stamps”. 
The increase under Juto duty is due to general improvement in the trade. As 1 
have already explained, when the Budget was framed it was not expected that any 
share out of income-tax receipts would be available for distribution to the provinces ; 
but it has been ascertained on recent advice from the Government of India that we 
may expect 27 and a hiilf lakhs under this head in the current year. The increase 
undei Civil Works is due to certain abnormal receipts while the increase under the 
remaining heads is duo to impiovod economic conditions. The decline under “Stamps” 
is explained by a drop of 19 lakhs under “Court foes” compensated by an improve- 
ment of 8 lakhs under “None-Judicial”. Ihe causes of the declintj under ‘^Court-fees” 
are under investigation, hut it seems probable that the drop is mostly due to the 
working of the Debt Conciliation Boards and consequent reduction m civil litigation. 

Ihe reduction of 14 lakhs in expenditure levenue account is the not effect of 
excesses and savings spread over a large number of Jieads, the details of which are 
furnished in the Red Book. 1 sliall confine mvself to tlie more important variations. 
Pavings of nearly 4 lakhs occur under “Land Ifevenue” mainly as a result of aban- 
donmi'nt of Rovisioual Settlement opoiations as desired by tho Assembly, There is 
a d«‘cieaso of over 2 lakhs under “Ii rigation” owing to non-establishmcnt of tin* 
Waterways Boaid. The rdice Budget shous a savings of over 3 lakhs owing to 
lelionclimont, and more than 2 lakhs have been saved under “Jails” owing to the 
closuio ol Douli Jail and a general decieaso in Jail population. Tho release ol 
detenus accounts foi a i eduction of nearly 2 lakhs under “miscellaneous’. A decrease 
of about G lakhs under “Civil Works’ is attiihutablo to smalloi expenditure on 
Roads Development WoiKs and other oiigiual woiks owing to late voting of the 
Budget and other eauses. On the othei hand there is an incieaso of neaily 5 lakhs 
undei “General Adraiiiistiation” as a result of legislation i elating to tlie emoluments 
of Ministers and of members of the Legislatuie which ^^as passed aftei the picsen- 
tatioa of tho Budget, 


General Discussion of Budget 

21«t. FEBRUARY Tho Assembly took up the considci alien ot the budget 
proposals of the Finance Mcmboi foi the >ear 1938-39. Mi. J, C. Das Ovpta, who 
initiated tho debate, said that the piovisions of the budget were an excellent example 
of the divergence between profession and practice and he had precious little to say 
in dcifcnce of those provisions except tho assurance that tho Congress block would 1 
hut too ready to help the Government with suggestions to resuiiect the masses • 

The whole tenor of the debate was hut one echo and re-echo of the same spiiit of 
dissatisfaction and disfavour, either for want of a clear formulation of policy by the 
Government for the amelioration of the lot of the masses, or insufficient contiihution 
towards the vital needs of the province. 

22n<l. FEBRUARY To-day’s discussions wore much the same iu spiiit as in 
the previous day’s. Mr. Ufonomohan Das, (Scheduled Caste), lodged a strong 
protest against the way in which the claims of his community had been ignored 
by the Government ana pointed out that Oandhiji and tho Congress had after all 
done more for their uplift. 


23rd. FEBRUARY :-~Trenohant criticisms of tho budget proposals of tho Govern- 
ment came from members of the Coalition Party. Speeches indicating some amount ot 
restiveness were made by some Coalition Party members for not foimulating a com- 
prehensive scheme to deal with primary education. 

In reply to a criticism that they had no constructive programme, Mr. S, N. Biswas 
(Congress) offered a scheme by which Oovornment w^ere to acquire all landed interests 
of the province above those of the cultivating tenants and out of the additional nett 
revenue Re. 1 crore were to be set apart for primary education and Rs. 50 lakhs 
for charitable dispensaries. His proposal was supported by Khan Bahadui SyeU 
Abdul Hafeez, 
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24ih FEBRUARY ; — “A i»atroiiago budget, rrllectirg the character of the Coali- 
tion that had to depend on doles, patronages and promises” — that was how the 
Congress members of tlio Assembly characterised the budget, tlio general 
discussion on which concluded to-day. They said that it lacked a comprehensive 
scheme to tackle any one of the vital problems of the Province. 

This complaint was also voiced by several members of the Coalition group (suppoit- 
rrs of the present Ministry), at whose hands the absence of provisions foi the imme- 
diate introduction of free and compulsory primary education came in for particular 
ciiticisms. The Scheduled Caste members wore also aggrieved that their loyal co- 
operation was not being rewarded but the Europeans congratulated tlio ^*inanco 
Minister on his “satisfactory, well-balanced tind straightforward budget.” 

The Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. Naltm Ranjan Sarkar told the House that 
he liad not attempted to achieve anything spectacular. All ho had attempted was to 
lay the foundation for many schemes, on which a super-structure might be built in 
the futuio foi the benefit of the man behind the plough. Ho said that free and 
coinpulsoiy primal y education had been started in one distiict. The Govornmoiit 
pioposed to mtioduco it in three or four districts in the cm rent year. 

President’s and SdeaivEr’s Salary Bill 

l«t. MARCH The Government sustained a surprise defeat in the Assembly 
to-day in lespect of the Bengal Legislative Chambers (President’s and S])oaker’s 
Salaries) Bill of 1937. The Bill, originally passed by the Assembly in the last session, 
provided a salary of Ks. 1500 a month for the Piesident of the Council, Us 2,(X)0 
a month for the Speaker, Ks. 2, (XX) a year for the Deputy President and Ks 3,(K)0 a 
yeai for the Deputy Speaker. The Upper House amended the Bill, making the 
salaiics of tlio I’resident and the Deputy President equal to that of tho Speaker aud 
the Dojinty Speukci respectively. 

Tlic Finance Minister moved to-day that the Bill, as amended by tho Upper 
House, be taken into consideiation and when the motion was put to vote, tlio “yes” 
fiom tho members on the Government side was drowned in the dm of “No” from 
the Opposition. Tho Speala'r declaiod tho motion lost. 

When the Speaker announced that the Government motion for the consideiation 
of the Bengal Legislative Chambeis Bill w'as lost, tiie Home Minister, appaiontly 
taken by surprise, lose in his seat and tiied to addioss tho Speakei but his voic'o 
was di owned m the applause fiom the Opposition benches. 

The Speakoi then declared that the sum total of refusal of the House to take tlie 
amendments made in tho Bill by the Upper House into considoration was that tho 
House did not agiee in substance with any of the amendments proposed by tho othei 
Chambei. Ho would, theicfore, send a message to tho Upper House to tlio elToct, 
Hiat the Assembly disagreed with the amendments proposed in the fhll by tho Council. 
If, however, tho Government wanted to take up tho matter further, added tlic 
Speaker, they might take any couise that was provided in law. 

Famine Insurance Amend. Bill 

Earliei, tho Assembly agreed to an amendment made by tho Council in tho 
Bengal Famine Insuranco Fund Bill of 1937, passed by the Assembly in its last 
session, to tho effect that instead of tho Oovernment making an initial contribution 
of five lakhs as provided by the Assembly, the Government should make an annual con- 
tiibution of ten lakhs to the Bengal Insuranco Fund which the Provincial Government 
were going to establish lor expenditure upon relief of and insuranco against tho 
famine and distress caused by serious drought, flood or othei natural calamities. 

Public Demands Recovery Amend. Bill 

2nd. MARCH There was trial of strength between the Oovernmont and the 
Opposition in the Assembly to-day over the question of referring tho Bengal Public 
Demands Recovery Amendment Bill, 1937, to a select committee. The Government’s 
motion to circulate the Bill was carried by 115 to 87 votes, the Opposition demand 
for icforenco of the Bill to a select committee being defeated. 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill 

On tlio motion of Dr. Nahnaksha Sanyal, tho Assembly agreed to the Bengal 
Prevention of Crueltv to Animals Bill, passed by tho Upper House, which makes 
tho practice of phooka a legal offence. 
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Sweepstakes Bill 

The House declined by 117 to 6 votes to refer to the Select Committee the 
Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, introduced by a Congress Member, seeking to legalise the 
running of sweepstakes in aid of public institutions. 

Money-Lenders’ Amend. Bill 

The Bengal Money-lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, which brings within the purview 
of the Bengal Money-lenders’ Act of 1933 the advancing of loans of grains at 
excessive rates of interest, was referred to a select committee. 

Bengal Expirino Laws Bill 

3rd. MARCH The Assembly passed to-day the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, in- 
troduced by the Government. The Bill provided for a continuance of the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Act, the Court Fees 
Bengal Amendment Act, and tlio Bengal Amnsemout Tax Amendment Act, which 
Avoro enacted in 1935 to fe^ch a total revenue of Rs. 500,000. 

Tlie opposition criticised the attitude of tho Government in renewing the measures 
as unfair in view of the prosperous financial position of tlie coiintryr On behalf of 
tho Government, the Finance Minister pointed out that for extending tho nation- 
biiildiiig activities and also to meet the liabilities to be caused by tho susjionsion of tho 
Recovery Act and tho new Bengal Tenancy Bill those measures ought to remain 
there and he quoted tho views of the Finance Minister of tho Government of 
Bombay in this respect Ho however assured that if tho Government noticed 
that the Bill affected the |»eople heavily or that it retarded tho industrial and agricul- 
tural development of the piovince the Goveinment would either modify the Bill or 
lepoal tho same. Mr. //. R. Norton^ who had a mandate from his constituency in 
respect ol tho Bill, said that Electricity Tax avas one of tho most unfair taxes that 
have ever been enacted in Bengal. Electiicitv was as much a necessity for them as 
it was to the industiialists. He asked that 20 units should be allowed tieo of tax but 
this had been turned down. The amendments wore however defeated and the Bill 
was cairied by tho House, 

I’unLic De.maxds Recovery Amend. Bill 

4th. MARCH -.—Land mortgage banks are to have special summary poweis for 
sjioedv recovery of their outstanding dues fiom defaulting membeis when necessary, 
aocortliug to the Bill, called the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Amendment Bill, 
wliich was passed by tho Assembly to-day. (Opposition attacked the Government for invok- 
ing poAvers for land mortgage banks Avhich they would hko to deny to other creditors. 
Bitter speeches weie made, paiticiilaily from Krishak Praja benches, against the 
Ministiy and tho Speaker inteiveried and asked a member to confine Ins remarks to 
the points at issue instead of staiting party recrimination which as he had observed 
for the last few days was quickly taken up by others. A motion for circulation for 
tho purpose of eliciting opinion sponsoiod by the opposition Avas piessed to division 
and was defeated by 98 to GO votes. The House then adjourned till the 9th. 

Voting on Budget De.mands 

9th. MARCH ; — Voting on Budget Demands commenced to-day. The failure of iho 
Government to effect economy in the general administiation was severely criticised 
by the Opposition and two members of the Coalition Party (supporters of tho present 
Government) when the House discussed tho budget demands for the grant under 
General Administration. 

The hon. Sir K. Naztmuddtn, Home Member, moved that a sum of one crore, 
fourteen lakhs and eight thousand lupees be granted for the expenditure under the 
head General Administration. Mr Piamathanath Banerjee (Congress) moved a cut 
motion, criticising tho Government's failuio to effect economy m the general adminis- 
tration. The hon. Mr, A. K. Fazlul Hua^ Premier, speaking on the cut motion, said 
that if the motion was earned, it would amount to a censure on the Ministry. 
He said, “What will happen if this Ministry resigns 'i The only alternative is a Con- 
gress Ministry. I can toll you that I am not afiaid of it.” (Cries of “Hean hear” 
from Coalition benches and ironical cheers fiom Congioss.) Continuing, the Premier 
quoted a portion from the speech of the Finance Mi Ulster of Bombay and remarked 
that he echoed what he had said, namely, “We have not got a magic wand so that 
we may be able to change age-long conditions in a single d^.” After a heated debate 
for two hours, the out motion was rejected by 125 votes to 

20 
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Earlier, another cut motion, moved by Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee^ criticising 
the labour policy of the Goveinmcut, was rejected without a division. 

10th MARCH : — There was a dramatic turn in the proceedings when the Ton- 
ress and Kiishak Praja paity membeis constituting the Opposition staged a walk cut, 
lollowing a disagreement with the Speaker m the matter of iireccdence to initiatt> dis- 
cussion on cut motions on the budget demands foi giants. By airaugcmcnt four cut 
motions on geueial administiation wore allotted to the Congiess party. After two had 
been moved by them, the third was moved by the Praja Party who w^ie also in the 
Opposition. After the disposal of the third motion, the Speaker called upon a 
memboi of tho Coalition party to move the motion standing in his name. Ubji cdiou 
was taken by Di, Nahnaksh'ya Sanyal (Oongressl to this cut motion being taken up 
for discussion in piofcrence to their own. l)r. Sanyal maintained that it was the 
inalienable light of the Opposition to initiate discussion on cut motions accoiding to 
I'arliamentary practice. 

lllh. MARCH -The whole demand for grant under ‘Land Kevemu*' amountmi; 
to Ks :i0,85,000 moved by tho Ilon’hlo Sir B P, Smgh Roy, Miuistei in chaige, was 
passed to-day. Tho House divided on the question of constitution and terms of the 
pioposed land revonuo commission, cut motion being moved by a member ot the 
coalition gioup, but the (Jovernmout defeated the motion by 120 to 79 voti^s 

The Chief Ministci raado a statement in a voiy congenial fashion but it did net 
sati.sfy the champion ot the tenants, Mj. Tamijuddm Khan, who immediately atiei 
lose to hiR feet and in com so of an analytical speecli scanned tlio speeches of heih 
the Piime Minister and the Kovenuo Miinstci to piove tiiat tliey contained iiotliing 
Ho went .so far as to cntcitain doubts about tho honesty of tlic (lovci iiment in de- 
ciding upon the appointment of a Commission. 

Tho Congiess and opposition Piaja paity mcmbeis caino back to tlio llouso. Mi. 
Sarat C. Bose, leader of tho Opposition, was absent and in bis absence Mi T. C 
Goswami. Deputy leader, made a statement on behalf ot tlie paity. 

14lh MARCH Thoio vvas subdued excitement wlicn tho Assembly mtd in 
view ot the lepoitod defection of a .section ot Coalitionists, led by Mi Tamizmidin 
Khan. The anxiety telt bv suppoifeis of tho Government was given expic^'Sioii to by 
Mi. Abdul Bart and Mr. Ahdur Rahman Stddtque, who eiiquiit'd of the Hon. 
Speaker what would bo tho jiositiou of tho ministry if a cut motion was cained 

The Speaker lephed that it was a voiy impoitant matter Ho would give his 
decision at a later day. Accoiding to Pailiamentary practice, any defeat foi the 
Government on a mattm of importance taiilainount(‘d to a vote of no-conndonco on 
them. It was loi the Goveinment to decide which mattei tliey coiisideied important ami 
defeat in respect of which tiiey would cousidei us li:iviii/j doinonstraiod tlieir lo'on * 
the support of tho majority of the Hou.so. 

The Op|jo.sitionists had a trial of strength with the Government on the motion oi 
Mr. Sasanka Sannyal but tho Goveinment won by a latimr coraloi table majority ol 
129 to 83 votes. Mr. Taimznddin Khan and his gMonp W’cnt to the Opposition 
lobby. The lobby w'as full of talks about much activities behind the scones ami 
piotracted party mooting. 

I5lh. MARCH Ihe entiio demand for police grant amounting to Its. 2,07 89,00 
was agreed to and the House also voted tho giant for administiation of justice 
amounting to Rs. 77.14,000. 

In contrast to previous day’s alaiums and oxcuisioiis the proceedings to-day vveio 
rather devoid of interest. The Opposition whndi had u'coived accession of strength by 
tlie defection of Mr, Tamizuddtn Khan’s group seemed to-day to be marking time 
and did not at all challenge division. So tho Police and Justice giants were passd 
without division. 

Earliei m tho day iSiV delivered a vigorous speech defending the 

expenditure on special and iutclligoneo branches of the police while the speech of 
Nawab Mussarsiff Uossatn towards the fag end in connection with the demand lor 
grant for administration of justice provided the anti-climax. The Nawab Bahadur has 
a peculiar way of delivering his speech, Ilis impel tuibability in the midst of 
inteiruptions, retorts and e.ssay.s at witticism produced great mirth in all sections ot 
of Ihe House. During the period he was on his legs the whole liouse rocked with 
laughter. He put the House in such good humour that when the demand was put to 
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vote the opposition in consideration of tho enjoyment he had provided did not cry 
“Noes” but allowed tho demand to be passed without any opposition. 

17lh. MARCH A fjreat doal of heat and warmth was introduced when during 
tho discussion on Educational grants on a cut motion by Mr. Abdul Bari, a momber 
of the Coalition group, Mr. A. 11. Ispahani^ another inomhor of tho Coalition, made 
a bitter and poisonal attack on tho Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. Mr. 
Ispahani’s spciM-.h provoked hot protests from tho Congress benches and following 
]uilling up by the Chaii, Dr. Naltnakshya Sanyal loft the Chamber. 

Mi. W. C. IVordsirorfh, in a reasoned speech, said that in tho University they 
did not anivo at a policy on communal vote They dealt with educational problems 
as educationists in traditions of scholarship detached from communal rivalry, no 
mattei which community was in tho majority. Mr. Syamaprosad Mukherjee, follow- 
ing, made a spnited leply. Ho challenged Mr. Ispahaui to repeat his allegations out- 
side the Cli.inilior and lie would take him to the projier place for remedies. Mi 
Snrnt ('handia Bosr^ Leader of the Opposition, logiotted that such a speech was 
allo\\ed to he made and asked Mi Ispahaui if ho was a man of courage to take up 
the challenge Tho hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huy delivoied a calm speech which had 
a sobering dicct on the House, and Mi. Abdul Bart withdrew his motion. 

18lh. MARCH —That a supfilementary demand for tho grant of Rs. 5 lakhs for 
tlio spread of education among tho Hchedulod Castes would bo brought up by the 
(iovcinraent in tho next session of tho Assembly, stated the hon. Mi. A. K Fazlul 
Huq. I’lomiei and Minister of Education, during tho discussion on a cut motion 
undei the head Edui'afioii moved by a Scheduled Caste momber 

Tho rmne Miiustei s.ud, “It is tho doelaiod jmlicy of tho Government to do its 
utmost for t.ie education of the Muslims and tho Scheduled Castes m order to bring 
them into line with the other advaneed communities.” Ho pointed out that tlm 
amount spent fot the education of tho Scheduled Castes compared favourably with 
that spout 111 any other Ihoviuco, oxcojit Madras. The rromior told the House that 
the Govoiiitin 111 piojmsed to apjioint tlireo special committees for Nortli Hongal and 
West Bengal. The < ut m»)ti()u w'as wilhdiawn. 

Another < ut motion, which sought to criticise tho Government's policy with regard 
to juimaiy education, wa^. defeated by 121 votes to 88, after tho Prime Minister's state- 
ment that*, 111 Miwv of the univeisal demand for piimary education, he prefeiied to 
iLtiodiiee the same willi the minimum of taxation. 

19lh MARCH .—The AHsemhly votdl to-day without division the demands of the 
Munster foi VVoiks an 1 ('oraraunieation, tho hon. Maharaja ISnshrhaudra Nandy 
of Kasimbazai, for a sum of Rs :U,il,r)00 under liio head Irrigation and Ks 
1,31,59,000 under the head Civil Works. 

2181 . MARCH .- Ihn entire jail and convicts settlements giants amounting to 
Rs 36, 31, (XX) were voted All (ho cut motions wer'o defeated but no divisions weio 
called. Bofoie tho Assi rnhly mid tho lobby w'as full of talks about a loader of a seceding 
group having received a threatening letter. But in resjiousiblo quarters there was 
no disposition to aitacli any great impoifanee to it. 

After the question hour, Mr. Jalaluddm llashemy attempted to move an adjournment 
of tho House regarding (In' disturbance in the mill area in the course of which one 
man died, several were injured including a mombcT of the Upjior House. Sir Nazi- 
muddin rnfonned (hat the mimhor of persons dead was tw'o. As Mr. Hashomy had 
not brought any fresh reason showing why (ho adjournment was imjierative arid in 
view of the gieat piossiiie on tho time of tho legislature when it was discussing the 
budget, tho Hon’ bio (Speaker disallowed tho motion. 

22nd. MARCH A further accession of strength to the opposition in the Assembly 
was marked this overling when tho House divided on tho cut motion to the budget 
demand for a grant under the head Medical. While the highest number of Oppositiou 
votes on any division ui> till now had been 88, to-day's division recorded 96 Opposi- 
tion votes as against 112 on the sido of tho Coalition (Ministerial) Party. The cut, 
which was sponsored by Maulavi Ahmed Ali^ w'auted one village dispensary for 
every union board. 

Two other cut motions were rejected without a division and the entire demand of 
Rs. 50, 92j500 was voted. 
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The fact that a defeat for the Government was avoided by l8 votes cast in their 
favour by the European Group was significant and showed that the Opposition and 
the Ministerial Party wore now more or less evenly balanced, the European gioup 
holding the balance of power. 

23rd. MARCH : — There was a fresh trial of strengih to-day and the result 
of the division was : Government 131 : Opposition 08 

The House mot in an excited atmosphere. The Whins of different groups were 
busy and Ministers woie soon going round to diffeiont benches. Fiom the start it 
was evident tliat both sides were marshalling their stiength to their utmost capacity. 

At the commencement of the discussion on the dc'mand tor Agricultural giants, 
Iho Hon'blo Mi !^peaker announced that the paiticulai debate would continue till 
7>15 p. m. so both sides had an idea when ihe House would he dividing. Near 

about 7 p. m Whips wore busy on telephones sending H O. 8. to supporters. Tlie 
European group, among whom theie were a huge niimbiu of absentees on the 
previous day, wore in full strength in the House by iho time the Minister of Agii- 
cnltuie was on Ins legs replving to the debate 

In a tonse atmosphere the House divided. The Speaker iiileil that in oidei to 

avoid inter-crossing members should walk stiaight to le.spoctivo lobbies and should 
not indulge in anv canvassing m the House. 

"When the lesult was aunounei-d, it was seen that eompaied to previous day's 
voting tho Opposition had added two moie to then stiength, while the rioveiiiraeni 
had whipped lound the suppoit, of 19 moie 'Hie fat t now emeiged that tlie Govorn- 
ineut was now* absolutely dependont for their life on tlie suppoit of tho Europeans, 
who hold the key position at the juosent moment in a tiuei sense lliau ever before. 

24th. MARCH • — The demands foi giants in regaid to Debt Conciliation and 

co-operation weie voted to-day. The othorw'ise dull }»ioeet*dings — manuscript eloquoneo 
being tho order of the day— w’ere however enlivened by a battle of wits which eu.siiod 
when tho demands w’oro put to tlie vote. 

There not being a most suitable question on wlinlito pillorv Goveinraent with 
gieat efteet WMtli regard to the demands, the Opposition whips weie evidently 
lelaxed, decision being to postpone the trial of stiength to a more appropriate 
occasion in tho future. But their opponents w*ere anxious to seixo upon tho oppor- 
tunity to make a demonstration of their stiength. 

25th MARCH .—The demands for giants toucoimng the Depaitments of Foiests 
and Industries were considered by tho House to-day. Both tlie demands wore voted in 
their entirety. The <;ut motions foi reduction weio lost and none was pressed to 
a division. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb liaikut moving Ins demand uiidei Forests refoi red 
to the progressive denudation of forests in West Bengal. Jio said that a repiesenta- 
tive committoo would shortly bo appointed to investigate the mattoi with a view to 
pi eventing this grave threat to the prosperity of the countryside. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in a statement unfolded the Government 
plan for the industi-ial development of tho Fioviuco which iiieluded among othoi 
things the reorganisation of the whole system of training provided in tlie Govern- 
ment AVeaving Institute at Serampore, the Silk Weaving Institute at Borhampore, 
the Bengal Tiainiug Institute, the Poiipatotic AA^eaving Schools and the various 
demonstration parties. 

26ih. MARCH : — The Bengal Ministry tided ovei what was described by the 
Chief Minister himself afterwards, u critical division when the Excise grants wore 
under consideration to-day. The House divided on the issue of (ioveinment’s failure to 
enforce prohibition, wdiich was raised by a cut motion of Mi. Ahu Ilosaain Sarker 
of the Kiisliak Proja party and tho cut motion was defeated by 97 to 133 votes. 

It was in an atmospheie of intense excitement that tho Assembly mot, for it was 
no secret that the Oppi.sition would mobilise all their available forces to have another 
trial of stiength with the Ministry on the question of prohibition. Tho consideration 
of budget demauds was concluded on tho 28th. March. No division was called. 

Bengal Expiring Law*s Bill 

29th. MARCH : — The Hon. Mr. N. R, Sarler, F'inance Minister, introduced to-day 
the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill as amended by the Ufiper House. 
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A point of order was raised by a Congress member objecting to the Bill being 
considered by the House on the ground that some of the items included in the 
scope of the Bill were ultra vires of the Provincial legislature, these being included 
in the Federal Legislative list. 

The Speaker^ however, ruled that it was entirely within the competence of tho 
Bengal Legislature to legislate on those subjects. It was open, he said, to the Federal 
Court to clarify the anomalous position and give a definite interpretation on Section 
100 of the Government of India Act, which was relied upon by the hon. member 
who raised the objection. 

Rent Collection in Midna.pur 

30ih. MARCH •— Tlio Congress Party’s adjournment motion, given notice of 
yesterday, to disouss the situation arising out of the promulgation of Section 144, 
Cr, P C., in Contai sub-division (Midnapore District) in nonnection with the realisa- 
tion of rent was withdrawn to-day after the Revenue Minister, the hon. Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, made a statement explaining the position. 

Earlier, tho hon. Sir K. Nazi mud dm. Home Mmistei, had a conference with the 
Opposition Loader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, and ten representatives of the Midnapore 
situation at which an agreement was arrived at It was stated that the Opposition 
had decided to withdraw^ their adjournment motion. 

The Revenue Mmn^ter, in a statement, said that the Homo Minister, the Finance 
Minister, and himself had met tho Jieadei of the Opposition, discussed this question 
and ariived at a satisfactory settlement. Tho Government would very soon is.su 0 a 
communique, doolaiing tho Govoinment’s policy with legaid to the i emission of the 
enhanced lont on all Khasmalial estato.s in Midnapore Distiiot and the Siih-Divisional 
nffioer of Coutai would issue oidois withdi awing notices of ordeis under Section 144, 
Cl P. C. (iiohihiting nioi'tiugR and conferences m that area. 

Mr Sarat Chandra Bose^ Leader of tho Opposition, expressed satisfaction at the 
torraiuation of the dispute in the Sub-Division. He gave this assurance to the 
Kovoriuc Minister tliat as soon the (toveinmeiit orders wore issued legarding the 
remission of the enhanced lent in respect of the Goveiument diie.s in Midnapore 
District, Congicss M L A\ in Midiiapoie would issue leaflets, calling upon the 
tenants to f»ay the lent at the old rate, 

Calcutta Official Receiver Bill 

Tho Assembly next passed the (Calcutta Official Receiver Bill which provided for the 
administration and contiel of the Official Receiver by the High Coiut at Calcutta. 

Echo of Mi.visiry Day 

lit. APRIL — AVithout a single dissentient the membeis of the Assemblv referred 
tho piivilegi' motion of Mr, Syed Jalaladdm Ilashemy lelating to the tieatmeut to 
uhich coitain niembois of tho ilou.so weie subjected in connection with the obser- 
vance of the Ministiy Day on the 27th March last to the Piivileges Committee foi 
devising necessaiy measuies to be taken in the matter. 

Bills Disposed of 

In couise of the day the Assembly passed the Bengal Rates of Inteiost Bill and 
the Bengal Teuancy (sSecond Amendment) Bill and refeiied other bills, namely 
Bengal Local 8elf-Govoinmeat (Amendment) Bill. Bengal Municipal (Ameudrnentl Bill, 
Hotigal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill and tho Bengal Dentists Bill to 
t^eleot Committees. 


Land Revenue Commission 

7lh. APRIL Piocoediugs of tho Assembly to-day were very lively when an 
adjournment motion moved by Mr. Tamijuddin Khan^ tho leader of the Independent 
Pioja Party to censure the Government on tho appointment of the chaiimau of the 
]>Hnd Coromisbion was discussed. 

The adjournment motion was talked out. At the end of two hours’ discussion 
a memboi from tho Ojiposition bench moved a closure motion, which was opposed 
by the sufiporters of the Government. The House divided on the closuie motion 
whioh was defeated by 136 to 91 votes. The adjournment motion was therefore 
talked out. 



158 THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ( cALCUixi- 

Bengal Tenancy Amend Bill 

The Bengal Tenancy Amendment Biil as passed by the Uppei Il^m&o was passed 
by the Assembly witliout any change wdiatsover. 

8lh. APRIL: — The budget session of the Assembly came to an end to-day. At 
the conclusion of tlio session the Hou’bhi Mi. Spoakoi icaii a message fiotci His 
Excellency the Governor prorogvrng the Assembly . 


Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Budget Session — Calcutta — 24th. January to 2nd. April 1938 

Famine Insfrani’E Fund Bill 

The Budget Session of the Bengal Legislative Council commenced at Calcutta on 
the 24lh January 1938 under the presidency of the IJon hie Mi Satyendra Chandta 
Mifra After the (piostion-houi , the Council pioceoded to eousidor the Bengal 
Famine fnsvirance Fund Bill as passed by the Lower House and had to he adjourned 
after tuo hours and 45 minutes' sitting owing to the failuie id the supjdy of 
elect lie cm lent inside the chamber. 

25th. JANUARY —The Council passed to-day the Biuigal Famine' Insuiance Fund 
Bill, 1937, as passed hv the Lower lloiiso The Bill provides foi the establishment 
and maintenance of a fund foi cxpendituio upon relief and insuiance against famuio, 
ilistiess caused by seiious di aught, flood, eaithquakc and othei natuial < alamilics. 
Accoidmg to the Bill, the Goveiument aie to couiiibute annually b’s. 5 lakhs to the 
Fund until it is laisod to the maximum of Ks. TJ lakhs. 

Hunoek-Sirike in Dacca 

26th. JANUARY —Ten convicts — nine teiioiist and on«' cudmaiv— in Dac<*a 
Cential dail aie on hunger-stiike This uas admitted l>v tlie lionie Mmistoi, tlie 
hon Stf K. Nazimuddm leplyiiig to a shoit-noticc cpicstion by Mi K. K Dalia 
(Congress) this afternoon. 

The Minister enumerated the grievances and (leroamls ol the huugoi -sti iki s, 
A\hicdi vaned in individual cases but included the lelease of all ti'iionst convn ts, the 
release of detenus, the repeal of all spec^ial laus ami enactments which coiitiolled 
toiiorism, and the lopatiiation of ali convicts fiom tlie An'lairans JIc added that 
befoio the liunger-strike commenced, oideis had been passed l>y tbo (lovcinmont, 
which had lesultcd in a classification of all teiiorisf convicts from the Andamans 

Sii K Nazimiiddiri was glad to announce that two hungei stnkcis had since 

given lip the fast and ho added that every step was being taken by the authorities 

to preseive their lives. Conoluding he declared that the Government weio not pre- 
pared to treat persons convicted to murder and dacoity as distinct fiom other 
offenders The Home Minister stated that one hungei -striker had been fasting for fifteen 
days, thice for nine days, one for eight days, two for sevon days and thiee foi five 

da.\s. He added that the iiiles foi the tieafment of Division II piisoners (nine 

hunger-strikers being such prisoners) had made every reasonable provision for 
their tieatment. The prisoners had been wained that they would render themselves 
liable to prosecution for refusting diet and the necessary steps were being taken by 
the medical authorities to pieservc theii lives. The" Government tiustod that 
leasonable persons would refrain from encoui aging in any manner the peisistence of 
these convicts in their course, which would be as disustious as it was 
unjustifiable. 

Bengalis for Military Training 

28lh. JANUARY :-A non-official resolution expressing the opinion that the 
Government of India should be moved by the Local Government to admit Bengalis 
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for militarv traininfj so as to form a permanent unit of the Indian Army was 
unaniraously passed this oveninpf. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee said that Provincial Autonomy prosuoposed a 
capacity for solf-dofono(3 and that reforms would be a more sham and the Autonomy 
a mockery if the defence of the country were not left to children of the soil. Bengal, 
with a copulation of live crores, was undoubtedly capable of putting into the field 
"fifty lanhs of able bodied youths. Properly trained and equipped with modern 
armaments, what an asset would such an army bo to the Oovei-nraent in the 
defence of the Empiie V 

Mr. [V. B. O, Latdlaw, on behalf of the European Group, supporting the resolu- 
tion, observed that it was nonsense to .say that the Bengali was physically unsuitable 
lor military traiuiug. 

Replying to the debate tho Uorao Minister, the hon. Sir K. Nazimuddtn^ said 
that the Aimy was one of tho subjects reserved for tho Central Government and 
was not the piimary concern of the Provincial Governments. Therefore, in this 
case, tho Ben^vil Government would forward the proceedings of the day, with all the 
speeches on the subject, to tho Government of India without themselves expressing 
any opinion on tlio matter. 


Uarendra Munsiii’s De.\tii 

2nd FEBRUARY .—Moving an adjournment of tlie House to consider the situa- 
tion arising out ot the vleatli ot the political prisoner, flarendianath Miirishi, in the 
Daccia Central Jail owing to liung»*r-strike and tho ajiorohension of further deaths 
owing to continued hunger-stiike in tlie l)a<ica .fail. Mi. Narcndranath Dutt (Congiess) 
said to-day that tho cause of tho hunger-strike was that ten political piisonors iii 
the Dacca" Jail had submitted to the Government a list ot their giievanoes, whicdi 
tho Govoinrneiit did not tiy to lemove, and those pnsoners were subjected to inhuman 
and insulting tieatrneut 

Ml. Dutt localled iii this connection tho Homo Minister’s loply to a short-iiotico 
question in the House lately, iii which tho latbu* had said that stops would be taken 
by tho (Jovciiimerit with this end lu view Ho emjiliasised that death was due to 
the fact that Muushi was sulieritig from a weak hoait and that, without knowing 
this seiious di*fe(;t, aitiiicial feeding by loico had been ie.suited to. This, tho mover 
added, was tho tliiiJ case ol death by hiingei-.stnko in tho Dacca Jail in the course 
of tho last tliice year.s The whole country, ho concluded, demanded that the Goveiu- 
ment should take steps, wlieiievei there was a hungoi-strike, for tho preservation 
of the lives of the strikers 

Replying to the didiato, the hon, Sii K, Naztmuddifi, tlio Home Minister, said that 
the (iovornment extiemtdy legietied tho unfoitunato loss of hie which could not be 
foreseen. Tlnue w'as nolhing to show that the person was going to collapse so 
suddenlv. The (Joveinrnent sympathised w'lth tho relations of the deceased, but at 
the same tune they would like to point out that this should be an object-lesson to all 
W'ho wont on stiike and also those who encouiaged, diiectly or indiiectly, the conti- 
nuance of tho hiingoi -strike oi at least did not attempt to discourage such hiinger- 
stiikes by convicted pn.sonois Ho lemindud tho JIouso of his .speoch in the last 
Assembly session in connection with tho Andamans liungoi -strike, in which he had 
said that if the Government did not take a dotoi mined attitude, hungei-strikos wouei 
be frequent oecuironces, Tho Home Minis er then lofeiiod to the po.st-mortein 
examination on the death of Muushi, wdiieli levealed that death was due to heart- 
failure and probably due to staivatioii and he denied all allegations of ill-treatment lu 
juil. Tho Minister asserted lliat death w'as not duo to foiced feeding and legrettod 
that members of tho House should have made statements without a proper veriticatiou 
of facts. 

Sir K. Nazimuddin informo<.l tho House that ho received last night a representation 
by wiie containing a list ot twenty complaints made by the prisoners after all of 
tliom had made together. Ho maintained that 90 per cent of these grievances 
could be made by every tenorist prisoner in every jail. These grievances were not 
local but common and could be made by prisoners all over India. These required a 
thorough investigation before tho Government could come to any decision. 

Sir K. Nazimuddin emphasised that tho Government had taken all reasonable steps 
and precautions to save tho life of the hunger-strikers. He analysed the causes of 
the strike and said tliat “Sarkar salam” was not one of them, as mentioned by some 
speakers. He assured the House that if the Government were satisfied that the 
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prisoaers had been frivolously puuished or any unfair treatment had been meted out 
to them, the Government would take suitable steps. 

After a discussion lasting for over an hour and a half, the Council rejected the 
adjoarument motion by 26 votes to 8. 

Bengal Tenancy Act Amend. Bill 

8th. FEBRUARY The Council to-day debated the Bengal Tenancy Act Amend- 
ment Bill as passed by the Lower House. The hon. Sir B, P. Strtgh Roy, Revenue 
Minister, moved that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy Choudhiiry of Santosh, Leader of the Pro- 
gressive Party, moved an amendment suggesting that* the Bill be circulated for elicit- 
ing public opinion thereon by April 30 next. The amendment was under discussion 
when the House adjourned. 

14th. FEBRUARY . — By 37 to 13 votes, the Council to-dav leferrcd the Bengal 
Tenancy Act Amendment Bill to a Select Committee of 28, the Committoe to submit its 
report before Februaiy 28. 

Some members of the Proja Paity accused the Government of \\aving adopted 
dilatory tactics as legards the passing of the measure Otheiwis»‘, they asked, why 
did the Revenue Ministei sponsoi the Bill and agiee to accept the motion for a Select 
Committee in spite of the fact that the B ll hal been passed by the Lower House 
and tho Government did not bring forward any motion for lefeionce to the Select 
Committee ? 

Explaining the Government’s attitude, tho Fmance Minister, tho Imn Mr. N, R. 
Sarkar maintained that the Ooveinment weie as anxious to pass tho raeasiro as 
anybody else. Uo assuied tho House that the Government would see to it that the 
Bill was passed into Jaw tins session. 

Financial Statement jor 1938-39 

18th. FEBRUARY .‘—-The Bengal budget was presented to the Council to-day. 

Addressing the House, tho Finance Minister, the hon Mr N. R. Sarkar^ said lliat 
it was tiuo that the Council was not called upon to vote on the budget and for that 
leason, it might bo thought by some that this House was not required to fool the 
same sense of responsibility towards the budget as tho Lower House. This was not 
the view he took of tho situation, for it never was, and never could he, the intoiitiou 
to treat the views and suggestions of this House lightlv. Ho assurLMl tlio miunbers ot 
the House that their views an I snggstions would be regiudod with the greatest 
attention and lespoct. “It must be reraembored that tins is a House of Elders, ol 
people with special knowledge and experience, whoso opinou can be of veiy considm* 
able assistance in guiding us in our actions.” 

Council Rejects Federation 

24lh. FEBRUARY The Council adopted a resolution to-day that Part ll of the 
Government of India Act of 1935 be not brought into operation, it being highly 
detjimental to the best interests of the people of India, aud hoping tliat the Biithsii 
Government would respect the wishes of the people of India and immediately 
devise means even foi tiie transitional peiiod to evolve a government free from the 
ohjectioriable featn»es the Fe ieration Scheme as embodied in tho Government of 
India Act, this to bo fiamed in «;onsultation with all responsible leaders representing 
all communities in India. The European Group opposed the resolution. 

The resolution was earned witlicut a division but the Europeans wore against it. 

Explaining the attitude of the Government on this matter the Home Miuistor, 
the hon, Str K. Naztmuddtn said they would neither oxpiess any opinion nor take 
part in the debate. He assured the House that the Government Would forward tho 
proceedings to tho projier quarteis. 

The mover, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das (Congress) said that the people of India 
wanted a Constituent Assembly based on adult suffrage in older to fiame their own 
constitution. A Federation such as was contemplated, was not wanted by Indians. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed said that Indians were not opposed on principle to the scheme 
of full-fledged Fedeiation but they vehemently opposed the particular scheme as 
embodied and visualised in tho Government of India Act. 

F. C, Ormond, on behalf of the European Group, said that it was too late in the 
day to make any objection to the scheme of Federation after having enjoyed the 
amenities of Provincial Autonomy. The Europeans believed that the Act constituted 
a real advance towards Responsible Government. 
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Electric Supply for Calcutta 

25lh. FEBRUARY The action of the Hengal Government in rof using sanction to 
the Calcutta Corporation to purchase the undertakings of the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation within the municipal limits of Calcutta was severely criticised by several 
members of the Council to-day. 

The matter arose from a special motion moved by Mr. Ldlit Chandra Das 
Congress) wliich pointed out that this action on the part of the Government was 
“detrimental to the best interests of the jieople of Cilcutta and fraught with possi- 
bilities lotarding the economic development of the Province and should not be per- 
sisted in.” The resolution urged that the continuance of the present arrangement 
with the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation should be stopped and that the Govern- 
ment may bo pleased to recommend that the opinion of the Ilouse bo fully considered 
in the Council of liis Ministers boioru any final decision was taken about the conti- 
iiiuinct- of the tdcctiic supply license of the Supply Corporation. 

The resolution was ie|eat(‘d by the House by 2'.i votes to 10. The Congress and 
Proja Paitios supported the icsoliition while Europeans and the Coalition Party 
opposed it. 

2nd. March — TUo Council adopted a resolution without division, expressing the 
opinion that the Govaniraent should take immediate steps for the coristi notion of a 
sepal .ito building suitable for tiie needs of the Kengal Legislative Council and provide 
the necessaiy funds for the purpose m the ne\t year’s budget. 

Treatment to Repatriatei) 

4lh. MARCH —The Horae Minister, the hou. Sir K. Naztmuddm replied to a 
number of (luestions to-day, legaiding the recent hunger-strike in Alipoie Central Jail 
and the treatment meted out to repatriated Amiamanites. 

Bir K Naziratiddin said that G? piisoners, both political and ordinarv, had gone on 
hungi'i -strike in Aliporo Jail between Ft'bruary 7 and 18, but had since abandoned 
their attitiulo. They had demaudod approximation of tlicir diet, clothing and privileges 
to the scales accorded to Division II piisoners 

Questioned regaulmg the monthly allowance to the detenus, the Home Minister 
said that the monthly allowance ot Rs. 15 was not being paid to all released detenus. 
With the exception of 1,100 detenus released in accordauco with the announcement 
in November last, the meiits of each individual case would bo examined and allow- 
ances of varying amounts would be given as necessary, in the cases of the 1,100 
detenus released within a vmy shoit peiiod of time, it was impossible to conduct such 
enquiries and allowances liad been gi anted at a flat rate without further examination. 
Those released flora home domicile were allowed to continue to draw the allowances 
banctioned for them in sudi domicile. 

Replying to Mr. KaTnt?u Kumar Dutta^ Deputy Leader of the opposition, Sir K . 
Naztmuddm said that he was awaie that dissatisfaction had been expressed in certain 
quaiteis at the treatment meted out to repatriated Audamanites, but it was not a 
fact that these prisoners had iio propoi clothing in winter and also that the jail tieat- 
ment had undermined the health of the prisoners. 

The Council had a brief sitting this afternoon when it passed the Bengal Rhino- 
ceros Preservation (Amendment) Bill as passed by the Lower House. 

BnvGAL Expirivo Laws Bills 

21st. MARCH ’—A surprise was sprung on the Treasury Benches to-day when 
Prof. Huynayun Kabtr, a raomber of the Proja Party, raised an impoitant point of 
ordei questioning the competence of the Provincial Legislature to consider any Bill 
proposing taxation on tJio consumption of electricity, which, he contended, was a 
subject included in the Federal list of subjects as per the Seventh Schedule of the 
Oovorumeut of India Act. The occasion for the point of order arose when the 
Finance Muiister moved for consideiation iii the Upper House of the Bengal Expiring 
Laws Bill of 19:IS, which sought to make permaueut Bills imposing taxation on (1) 
consumption of electricity ; (2) entertainments , (J) Stamp Duty ; and (4) Court Fees. 

Elaborating his argument that the consideration of the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill 
was ultra vires of the House, Prof. Kabir said that the duty on the consumption of 
electricity was an Excise Duty and, as .such, exclusively reserved for the Federal 
Legislature. Similarly, the rate of Stamp Duty in respect of bills of lading was also 
ezolusively a Federal subject. 

21 



102 THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ calcutta- 

The hon. the President^ whilo reserving his ruling on the point of order, expressed 
the opinion that the discussion on the merits of the Bill might go on. In case ho 
was convinced that the consideration of the Bill was ultra vires of the IIouso, the 
Chair was empowered under the Standing Rules not to put the matter to the vote 
of tho House. 

22nd. MARCH A warning, that if the conveniences about which members had 
complained, such as inability to got books from the library, lack of drinking water 
etc., were not remedied, he would be compelled to adjourn the House from time to 
time, was given by tlio President to-day. The President suggested that instead of 
“begging the Ministers” tho members might move a resolution and settle the matter 
once for all. 

The hon, Natcah Musharruf Hussain. Minister in charge of the Legislative 
Department, assured tlie House that he would immediately remedy the grievancGS. 

By 31 votes to 10, tho House took tho Bengal Expiiing Laws Bill into considoia- 
tioD. The point of order raised by Profe.ssor Ilumayun iCabir, on Monday last, tliat 
the Bill was ultra vires and illegal as it violated certain piovisions of tho (iovoin- 
mont of India Act w’as being discussed by tho members when the House I’ose for 
the day. 

23rd. MARCH — Tho President gave his ruling to-day on tho point of order 
raised by Prof. Humayun Kahtr qnestioning the competence of tlio Bengal Legisla- 
ture to legislate for imposing a t.i\ on the consumption of electricity as w'as sought 
to be done througli the Bengal Expmng Laws Bill of 193S. 

While expressing grave doubts about lhi‘ ( (unpctriK y ot tlu' loial Logslatuio to 
deal with the subject matter of tho Bengal Expinng Laws Bill, the Pns'dcnt pre- 
ferred to follow' the procedure adopted bv the Can:idi;'ii and Australian Pailiaraerits 
in similar ciicumstancos and left it to the House to decide whether it was compe- 
tent to pass the Bengal Electricity Duty Act. 

The President hoped tho Federal Court would clear up the constitutional point 
involved in the point of order raised. 

Bengal Texa.n’cy Act A.mexd. Bill 

25th. MACRH Tire consideiatron of tho Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee was held up to-day on account of a teilinical flaw 
in tho report. 

Maharaja Manmathanath Poy^ Loader of the Progressive Paity, rising on a point 
of Ollier, said that under sub-scction Three of Section Cl, Bengal Council Kulos 
Standing Orders, it w’as obligatoiy on tho Sidect (Vjmramittco to state wlirthei or 
not the Bill had been so altered as to require icpublication, but this had not been 
done, 

Tho Revenue Minister and the Home Ministn, while admitting the te( Imical daw', 
argued that the House could condone tho error. 

Tho President also held that while the rule was mandatory, the iric 'ulaiity had 
not vitiated the Bill. 

However, on the President’s suggestion, the Borne Minister mov*‘d a shoit notice 
amendment to send back tlic report to tho Sclct t Committee w’ltli lustiuction to 
rectify the flaw which was agreed lo and tlio Council adjourned. Tho Bill, it will le 
recalled, was passed by tho Assembly duiing tho last session. 

28tb. MARCH: — The Council had ten minutes’ .sitting this afteinoon. After tho 
Council had passed Clause 1 of tho Bengal Tenancy Act Amtuidrnent Bill, tho Hon. 
Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Boy, Revenue Minister, suggested to tho President to 
adjourn the House to enable the leaders of tho difleieut parties to meet and arrive 
at an agreement ovei the different amendments moved m respect of the clauses of 
the Bill. 

30th. MARCH :-~Tho report of the Privileges Committee of tho Council was 
presented to-day in the Council, I’ecomraending that no further action ho taken in 
connection with the decision of tho President of the Council to leave a coitain point 
of order and the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill to bo doculed by tho vote of tho House. 

Two amendments were moved, one char actor ising an editorial comment as an 
indirect insinuation against tho Chair and as such, reprehensible and deserving severe 
condemnation by the House, tlio other suggesting tliat the report be referred back 
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to the Privileges Committee for re-examination to enable the Committee to take 
evidence, particularly of the editor of the paper concerned. 

The Maharaja of Santosh^ Leader of the Piogrossivo Party, pointed out that they 
had no authority to summon the editor to appear before them and averred that it 
must have been furthest fiom the editors’ intention to cast any reflection on the 
Chair. lie suggested that the matter be dropped. 

Agreeing with the suggestion, the President asked the movor'of the report of the 
Privileges Committee as also the movers of the amendments to withdraw their motions, 
which they did. 

lit APRIL —Following five liouis’ discussion, the Council passed the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill this afteinoon in practically the same form in which it 
emeiged fiom the Lower House last year. 

The Progiessivo I’aity (the Landlords Oionp), under the leadership of the Maharaja 
of Santosh, staged a walk-out when the House took up the final reading of the Bill. 

The Leader of the ('ongioss Paity observed that altliougli it was a half-hearted 
measure and did not go fai enough to ameliorate the conditions of the cultivators, his 
paity was not piepared to oppose its passage inasmuch as it had some elements of 
good for tlie cultivating masses. 

The passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act Amending Bill with only a few minor 
modifications hy the Uppei House in spite of vigoious opposition by the landlords in 
the province maiks an im]>oitaut stage in the history of land laws in this country. 
The landloids’ transfer fee known as Salami, their right of pre-emption and riglit to 
realise i(*nt by ceitificate piocedure weio abolished. Tlio tenants v;ero given 
the right to recover the dihuial land within 20 years on payment ot only four 
voars’ lent, while at the same time tJie undor-ryot with occupancy rights, wdio came 
into existence either before or after 1028, woio given lights similar to those 

enjoyed by the occupancy lyot, including the light to surrender his holding. The 
rate of inteiost pa>ablo by rjots on aireais of rent were reduced from ]2 and a 
half per cent to 0 and one-fouith pei cent. All the provisions under the Bengal 
Tenancy A<‘t concerning the enhancement of rent, including Section 52 ol the Act, 
wdiich conferred on a landloid the right to loceivo additional area, were suspended 
for a period of 10 years. Last but not least, facilities w'ore given by the Bill 
for tenants to sub-divide then holdings. 

It was tins Bill that had been the cause of .discord even in the Ministry. 

Months ago, at a time wlion the Bill was on the anvil, the hon. Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Hoy, Mmistei foi Koveuue, it w^as said, found it haul to agree to provisions in 
tlio Bill whicli w’eiit not only against his convictions in the matter but against the 

interests of the constitiiencv wdiu h lie represented in-the Assembly. He was in the 

Legislative Assembly as tlio lepresentative of landloids and the entire landholding 
community had w’lth one voice raised a stoim of protest against au>' Bill savoniing 
of expropriation, 8ii Bijoy, howevei*. reconciled himself to the inevitable and agreed 
to get along with the Ministry, in spite of many clauses in the Bill wdiich were hound 
to affect his own and his oomrauuitj’s mtoiests. 

The Maharaja of Santosh made on the floor of the Council before staging a walk- 
out wdth the members of the Piogiessivo Party a protest against the Bill as 

amended by the Council. The Maharaja explaining the reasons for walking 

out said : “We cannot remain here wuth any sense of self-respect as the 

majority are bent upon tyrannising over the helpless minority for political aggrandise- 
ment. Wo further feel that wo cannot have justice hero and that we must seek 
protection from the Covcrnoi or the Govcrnor-Creneial. or from the Federal Court, 
or from the British Paihament through tlio Soeietary of State if need be. Above all, 
wo shall take our stand upon the Instrument of Insti notions created by His Imperial 
Majesty the King-Emperor for vindication of the Poimanent Settlement which is the 
bulwark of the economic stiucture of Bengal.” 

Public Demands Recovery Amend. Bill 

2nd. APRIL The Council was prorogued to-day after the House passed the 
Public Demands Recovoiy (Amendment) Bill extending the poweis under certificate 
procedure of land mortgage banks in lespoct of realisation of duos in the form in 
which the measure emorgod from the Low’er House. The Congress Party opposed 
the consideration of the Bill but the Revenue Minister’s motion for consideration was 
carried by 26 to 9 votes. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Winter Session— Madras — 27th. January to 1st. February ’38 

TllIC ‘‘BANDK-MATAnAM” Co\*TROVrTlS\ 

Tlio ROR^^ion of ilio Madras Legislative Assembly commenced on the 27ih. 

January 1938 Aftei foimal business the “Bando Mataram” contioveisy assumed an 
ugly tuin when eight Muslim members, headed by Mi Ahdul Ihunid Khan, leadei of 
the* Muslim Ivagiio Baity, walkel out of tin* llouso as a piotest against the singing 
of tlio song. 

Soon after tho Speaker took chair and called for piayer, Mr. Klian lodged a pro- 
test to tlio Speaker that “Bando Mataram” should not ho sung, but on tho Speaker 
not paving heed to his protest, he, along with seven other Muslim members, staged 
a walk-out. Theieafter the song was as usual sung and for the first time this was 
followed by the Spe.iker offtMing pra\er to the Almighty in Knglisli. 

Winding up the day'' pmeoedings and adjourning tlie Bouse tj meet on the next day 
tho Hoirble Mr. Samhaiiuuithi, Speak'U, lofened lo ihe ooinmotiou cueated m the 
House to-flav, by thi3 \vaIiv-<Hit of a body of .Muslim m-'inheis and said lli.it 
he fully .sympathised witli the feelings of the Muslim meraheis lu respect of Bande- 
mataiam’ snug, hut felt th.at sindi spectaeulai d4‘m(»nstiatioiis weie not indispensable 
to exhibit the feelings. TIk'y might as well have sfayt'd awav dining the piayer lime 
sinco it was not ohligatoiv on the pait ot any merahiu of the Houm* to lemairi m the 
Bouse at prayer timo. Bi' felt that some form of prayer w'us al\va>s necossaiy in 
every paihamoiiUiy body as was tho practices in many foreign countries and lie 
hopo'd to ovoivo a suitable foira of piayer agreeable to nil communities slioitly in 
consultation with lepiescntatives of tim vaiious .selections in tln^ Bous“ 

Concluding the Spealcu announced that to-moirow being Fiiday, a day auspicious 
to the .Mnshm.s, a stanza tiom tin* t^tiioraii would he sung first duiing the prater time 
and this W'ould bo followed by a piayer lu Knghsh. “B>andematai.iin ’ would not bo 
sung to-morrow 

Di iiT UrniKP Bill 

Immediately after tho Biomiei had presented the Select Commifte*' leprut on the 
Debt Relief Bill, a point of order wnas raised by tho Opposition member w-hethei, 
according to tho (^ovoinraent of India Act, pievious sanction of tlio (loverrior had 
been obtained. Tho Bromior said that tho Bill was in tho name of tho Oovorumeut 
which included the Governor. Ho also addo*! that tho Governor's pievious sanction 
had been obtained. 

Several members moved for adjournment of tho Bill. 

Replying to tho criticisms, tlio Bromioi thanked Mr. Langley, of tho European 
group, for tho goodwill lie had for the present (lovernmeut hut said that they were 
not concornod wuth whether’ tho Bill would help them (the Congress) to continuo in 
office or not. Tho point was whether tho measnro was good oi bad. Referring to 
tho throat that tho Congress wmuld bo thrown out of the offico on account of this 
Bill, he said, that “any prospoctivo polrtical losses or gams w'ould not diveut them 
from pur'suing this Bill. If tlio Bill was had, nothing could he gained by postponing 
it and it would bo better to reject it oven now instead of allowing it to hang on. 

Referring to the criticism that tho agricultural credit w'ould bo spoiled, the Premier 
said that he did not believe that any land would remain uncultivated nor any agri- 
culturist would go for want of a loan of seed for sowing. Referring to the suggestion 
to follow the lead of Bombay, the Premier humorously said that tho Bombay Oovern- 
mont was also a Congress Government and the Congress was one indivisible whole. 
They would be willing to take tho lead from any good Government. They were ex- 
perimenting on different methods and one would be benefited by the" experience 
of the other. The argument that the country was against the Bill was totally 
incorrect. 
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Kumara Raja Muihia Chetiy of tho Opposition moved an amendment, rpcomraon- 
ding that the Bill be referred to the Seloot Committee again for further consideration. 
The amendment was lost by 142 votes against 21. 

A third poll was demanded on Sir A. T. Panntrselvam's amendment wliich the 
Piemier did not accept and it was negatived by 41 votes against seven. The House 
then adjourned. 

The Bande Mataram Incident 

28th. JANUARY When the Assembly re-assembled this moining, iii accordance 
with the statement made by the llon’hle Sp'^aker yosteidav, a Muslim member sang 
some stanzas from the Quoian. In spite of this, those Muslims who staged a walk- 
out yestciday dining the prayci time were not piesent in the House and cami' in onl\ 
after prayei time. 

Dedt Reliei- Bill (('onto ) 

29th. JANUARY : — The Speaker Mr. Snmhamurh adopted a rathei unusiia! 
procedure to-day for taking a poll demanded by an Opposition Member on an amend- 
ment on the Agiicultural Debt Relief Rill. The Speaker ordered all galleiios to be 
cleared including the press, and all the doois of the Assernblv Clumber woio 
closed foi quarter of an hour, \isitois and [uessrneii had to stand outside on the 
Assembly veranda. One veteran legislatoi, a membei of the Uppei House, who had 
also withdrawn, told that the Speaker presumablv wanted to irnpiess on the members 
the inconvenience and waste of time that would bo caused by taking a legulai poll, 
so that they might think twice before demanding a poll. 

It may bo stated that this was the third poll demanded by the Opposition Mombeis 
in an houTs time this morning The amendment which sought toi the exclusion 
of charitable institutions from the operation of the Bill was i ejected by I.'IT 
votes to 27. 

A second walk-oiit was staged to-day when font Muslim Memheis lieadivl l>v 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan walked out of the Houso as a piotust against the singing 
of the “Bando Mataram” song and leturned after the prayer time. 

31*1. JANUARY : — Aftei five days' debate the Assembly to-day passed the 
Agiiciiltuiist Debt Relief Bill without a division. 

All amendments having been disposed ol the Piomi-u moved tliat the Bill be 
passed into law Sii A T. Pannirselvam stated that under section 93 danse 2 of 
the Government of India Act the Bill should not be jia^so'd into law at the same 
sitting and appealed to the Speaker to safeguard tho lights of the House. 

After the Premier had leplied tho Spoakei oveiruled the objection, and tho 
Prcmiei’s motion that tho Bill bo passed into law was earned. 

Federation Opposed uv Government 

Tho Premier then moved the resolution opposing the introduction of the 
Federation. 

Mr. W. K. M. Lanyley, Leader of tho European Croup opposing tho motion, 
said that ho disagreed w'ltli the Premier that tho mixture of leprosontatives of 
“undemocratic ’ Indian States and autonomous provinces would bring about dis- 
hairaony. lie quoted the ojn'nions of well-knowm Congress leaders who were loud 
in tlieir praise of Indian States, and advocated a fair trial being given to Federation. 

Earlier, Moslem members, headed by Mi. Abdul Hanitd Khav^ again walked out 
protCvSting against the singing of Bande Mataiam 

After prayer, tho Speaker announced that in future such conduct affecting tho 
solemnity of piayers would be construed as a ginss disonleily conduct. Mr. 
Laljan. a Moslem member, inteijectod that they were piopured for tlie worst. 

3lBt. JANUARY Mr. C. Rajayopalachartar in moving tho losolution condimi- 
ning tho imposition of tho Federal pait of the Oovcrrimeut of India Act said: “The 
signs are not waning that tho Government of Britain is realising the difficulties of 
tho situation, and, tlieiefore, we must exoross our views Tins is not meiely a rei- 
teration of the Congress dogma, but it is an expression of the people as a whole. 
Continuing, he said, “Life is one and united. All India is united and one. But what 
we want is a workable political constitution. Wo find that tho wrong thing is called 
an All-India unit. The proposed unity is a counterfeit one. In the matter of defence, 
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combination is possible. But internal government is difficult, unless it is homoge- 
neous.'’ Concluding the FTon. Piemior said : “As wise men of affaiis, let us unite and 
say that this mixture — which does not oven present the budget before the people and 
wants to have everything upon compulsion is not wanted by us.” At this stage the 
House adjourned. 

Ut FEBRUARY Ahdul Hamid Khan^ leader of the Moslem League 

Group, characterized the losolution as nothing but a “climb down tantamount to the 
Congress giving up their claim for a Constituent Assembly. The Moslem League 
was the only organization that had consistently opposed Federation and would 
continue to do so. 

Mr. Yakub Hassan^ Ministoi for Public Works, stated that seven provincial 
Governments would be adopting the resolution India would watch with Interest 
whether the four other provincial governments headed by Moslem Fiemiers would 
also adopt resolutions similar to that moved by the Madras theraior. 

Kurnararaja i^uthia Chetty^ leader of the Opposition, opposing the resolution, 
said though the Justice Party had unequivocally declaied that the Government of 
India Act had fallen shoit of expectations still the time would be better spent 
working tlie Federation than discussing whether Fedeiafion w^as workable or not. 
The resolution was carried without discussion and the Assembly adjourned till the 1st. 
March. 


Budget Session — Madras — 1st March to 3Qth. March 1938 

Financial Statement for 1938-39 

The Congress Ministry's second budget for the year 1938-39, was piesontod by tho 
Hon’ble Mr. Rajagoplachnn, the Premier on the Itt. March. It revealed a small 
surplus of Rs. 12,000. The following are details : 

Revenue for the next year is estimated at Rs. 15,98,21.000, uhich is less than the 
revised estimate foi tho current year by about 15 lakhs. The fall is mainly duo to 
(1) smaller income-tax assignment auticipateil for the next year, (2) reduction of rates 
of grazing fees m Government foiests by 50 p'ucent with effect from Apiil 1, 1938 
and (3) contemplated extension from October 1 next ot Prohibition to two districts, 
close to the Halem district, whore it w'as introduced last October. Reduttion of gi’azing 
fees and extension of Prohibition involves a loss of about 11 lakhs next year and 19 
lakhs in future years Allowance has also been made for land revenue concessions, 
involving a loss of ever 71 lakhs. The expenditure charged to revenue is estimated 
at Ks. 15,98,09,000 leaving a small surplus of about Hs. 12,000. 

Retrenchment under hill journey charges, release of prisoners before their time, 
recent revision of pay of Government servants and replacement of salaried medical 
officers bv honorary officeis in Government institutions account for saving of about 
Rs. 1,50,000 while abolition of re-settlement has resulted m a saving in expenditure 
by about Ks. 3,50,000. 

Provision has been made for new expenditure involving an annual cost of about 
Rs. 5 and a half lakhs and non-iecumug expenditure of ultimately Rs. 36 lakhs. 
Provision made for tho next year under both heads is about Rs. 18 lakhs. Rs. 10 and 
a half lakhs of this are foi development service, such as teaching of Hiiidusthani in 
secondary schools, development of hand-spinning and khadi manufacture, water supply 
and drainage schemes, both urban and rural, anti-malai lal measure and raesures for 
control and eradication of plague, irnprovoraeut and expansion of rural dispensaries, 
introduction of cancer treatment in several liospitals, ameliorative measures for de- 
pressed classes, oxpeiiments of fruit culture and nurseiies and expansion of the 
Veterinary Department. 

Larger increases as compared with l93‘»-37 occur under education Rs. 5,25,000, under 
medical lelief Rs. 5 lakhs, under public health Rs. 20 lakhs, under scheduled classes 
Ks, 2 one fourth lakhs, under Agriculture, Veter iiiaiy and Co-operative Credit Rs. 4 
lakhs. This has been done in spite of the sacrifice of considerable amount of revenue 
in 1938-39 as compared with 19o6-37 viz. Rs. 34 lakhs under Excise revenue, Rs. 18 
lakhs under Land Revenue and Rs. 3 lakhs under forest revenue, or Rs. 50 
lakhs in all. 

Capital expenditure is estimated at about Rs. 1,34,00,000 and is most for remu- 
nerative irrigation and electricity schemes, hospital buildings and payment of 
oofflmuted value of pensions, which had been provisionally provided for under capital. 

22 
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For loans to agriculturists, local bodies and others, provision has boon made for 
about Rs. 1 crore 18 lakhs. Out of this sum Rs. 50 lakhs aro to enable the agricul- 
turists to take full advautage of relief open to thorn under Agriculturists’ Debt Ileliof 

Measures aud about Ks. 7 lakhs aro for loans to them for other purposes including 
construction of dwelling houses. 

Rs 53 lakhs are provided for loans to local bodies, mostly for water-supply, 

drainage, housing, electricity and other capital expenditure and about Rs. 8 lakhs for 
advances to industrial conc'eins, co-operative societies and others. 

ft is proposed to raise in the ojien maiket a loan of Rs. 1 and three fourih croros to 
finance the remunerative capital expenditure and for re-lending. 

The closing balance at the end of the year exclusive of tlie socimties in the 

Famine Relief Fund and I'ykaia Klectricity Funds, is estimated to stand at Its 04,57, (XX). 

Capital liabilities and assets of tlie [uovinco at the end of the euriiMit year aro 
estimated at Rs 17 and half cioies and Rs. 30 and thiee-foui tli ciores i esp'ectively, 
eorresponding figures at the end of iho next year being Ks lO and one-fouith cioies 
aud Rs. 32 and half croies lespectivcly. 

The Budget for 1938-39 at a glaneo : 

Revenue— Rs. 1 5,98,2 1,0(X). 

Expenditure — Rs. 15,98,00 000 
Suiplus— Rs. 12,000 
Tranfsaetions outside lovonue Aii'ount 
Roceipth (open raaiket loans) Rs 1,75,CX),0(K) 

Total disbursements— Rs. 2,ii0,43,(X)0 

Excess of disbursements over ns eipt^ Rs 45 43 0()U 

Balances : 

Opening Balance — Rs. 1,09 8S,<K)0 
Closing Balance— Rs 01 57,000 

Capital Liabilities and Assets 
Total Liabilities— Rs 19,17,57,000 
Total Assets— Rs 32,48,07,000. 

Excess of Assets ovci Liabilities- Ks l.». ’.O.OO/XiO 

Famine Relief Fund : 

Opening Balance — Rs, 01,11.(X>) 

Closing Balance— Rs 57, 49, OCX) 

Electricity Reserve Funds * — 

Opening Balance— Rs. 5,73,000 
Closing Balance— Rs. 12,40.000 

Tmc Motou VKUiruis Tax\tto\ Bit.l 

Aftei the presentation of the Budget, the Motoi Vehules Taxation A(t Amoiidiug 
Bill empowering local bodies to receive taxes diieit fioin the pa>eis to w»m[)i'usate for 
the loss of toll income was passed into law. 

Release of Coxvicts 

2nd. MARCH Tlie Jh’omier explained to-day the Govei nraent’s policy with 
ivdard to the release of convicts. Mr. C. Rajagopalai ban said they liad 
oegded to follow a policy of conditional lolease in favour of piisoners coii- 
iccited of crimes other than those wliicli indicated tliat such ( '(unoncy might pi-ovo 
dangerous to the community. Such a policy, he said, had been long oveiduo and tlio 
eases of all convicts sentenced to terms of si,x months and upwaids who, in tlie 
Ooveinment’s opinion, could bo released without danger to soeiety. wore being exa- 
mined. They were to bo given gtmorous remissions and w’^oro to be n‘l(>a^e<l in batches 
subject to their good behaviour after roloase. Tins policy besides tuithering the 
inovemont for the refoimatiou of criminals W'ould, by effecting a huge reduction in 
jail populations, result in i educed expenditure on that depaitment. In anticipation of 
tliis, piovision had boon made in the budget for a saving of Rs. 59,000 on this 
account. 

Traffic Control Bill 

The Assembly next passed the Madras Traffic Control Bill. 

When the Ministor-in-charge of the Bill moved that the Bill bo passed, Bir A. T. 
Pannirselvam said : “It would bo a mockery to call the House a delibeiative body if 
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measures of far-reaching importance are hustled through in undue haste which is 
contrary to the assurance given by the Premier in the Upper House while discussing 
the Debt Relief Bill.’' The /Vemter, in reply, drew distinction between quick- 
ness and haste. lie maintained that centralized control was impossible unless certain 
imaginary powers of local bodies were curtailed. 

General Discussion ok BuDGcr 

3rd MARCH The Assembly commenced to-day the general discussiou of Bud- 
get. The op[)outiou was caught napping, when, at 7-25 p. m., the Speaker^ finding 
no one rising to speak, called the Pieraiei to reply to the debate. An ojiposition 
member iiipreseutod that sevoia! members of his side who had intended to speak bad 
thought that they could speak on tlie next dav as three days had been allotted for 
discussion of the budget The Speaker allowcl him to speak and also another mem- 
ber after which no one rising, the Ptomier began leplyiug but had not concluded 
when the house adjourned. 

Mr. i? IJ. M. Bower ( Anglo-Tn liaii) '^peaking liist congratulated the Premier on 
the surplus budget without imposition of additional taxation. Sir William Wrufht 
considered the Picmier’s budgt't spoocli duappointiiig and wanted the picmior to es- 
tablish a bettor convention by which all the pioposed taxation bills would bo outlined in 
the budget, so that the busmens and iiidu^tiial luteicsts might know the exact posi- 
tion in the coming \eai, and h- .muhlol to ie.;ulate tliuir commitments 11 j paid a 
compliment to the premier fir his souri 1 loan policy and assured the European 
group’s support foi loans jii fuilherauoe of sound economic and remunprative 
schemes. The s[)oakei sauck a uote of p''s.sim!sm with regard to the success of the 
Wardha scheme. 

4th. MARCH —An irapoitant niliug was iriven by the Speaker, Mi. B. Satnhit- 
muriht when tlie Asscmhly lesumod the general debate on the Budget to-day. 

An Opposition memlier laisod a point of order as to whether it would iiol lie 
liontrary to J’ailiarnentai v piactiee to alloA’’ other mombei.«> to speak when the Fiuuuje 
Minister had half huislied his leplv on the Budget debate, 

Tho Spr.akci ruled that as the llmi^o had still the jdetiaiy powers of rule- making 
in regard to the proce luie and as those rules of the iloiise did not conflict with the 
rules made by the tTovcinor foi tlie complotioii of finaneial bu'siiioss under section 81 
of the Government of India Act, tho House had ample disci etiou to suit tho oxigou- 
cies of tho situation when the elasticity of procedure wai ranted, lie thoiefore riileil 
that the other meraheis would he allowel, us a mattei of lululgence, to speak on the 
Budget, and the Ptemiei would complete liis loply at the ond of the discussion. 

Mr. W. K. M. Lanqleu (leader of the European Group) described tho Budget as a 
good one, coutaining provisions which went a groat way to increase tho health and 
efficiency of tlie people. Mr, A. T. Pannirsclvam^ an ox-Ministor, cliaiactensod the 
Tiemior’s Budget speech as ‘‘moie fitted for the Coiigrobs House than for the Assembly. 

Srimati Lakshnudcrainma paid a complim mt to tho Biemier for his well thought- 
out Budget, fcshc pleaded foi revision of tho Famine Code. 

9th. MARCH ; — Good humour prevailed when Mr. C. Raj agopalarhan ^ tho Piomiei, 
stood up to leply to the Budget debate to-day. He reiterated his faith in prohibition 
and refuted tJie allegation that the 8alcm collectors report on the success of fho 
scheme was exaggerated. He assured that he would not hido any evidence given 
against tho success of prohibition and expressed thankfulness for tho very generous 
manner in which the Loader of tho Opposition had appiovod of the Budget and 
given expression to his unqualified approval of sovoral parts of it. 

Dealing with Hindi ho said that Hindi or Urdu should not bo mixed up with 
religion. It was the language of Hindus aud Moslems iii India. There was a quarrel 
over Hindi and Uidu in North India, lie wished that those who had anything to do 
with politics would not borrow quarrels from the north and add to their dimcultios 
in the south. This, however, was being done unwittingly. 

VoriNQ ON Budget Demands 

14th. MARCH The House assembled to-day for voting on demands for grants. 

Sir A, T. Panmrselvam (Justice Party) moved a cut of Rs. 100 in the demand of 
Us. 23,87, 9(X) under “land revenue”, to urge tho inadequacy of the relief proposed 
by way of land revenue remission. 



172 THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ midrib- 

Most Opposition members who participated in the debate said that the Debt 
Relief Bill could serve only as a palliative It could not cur e the buiden of over- 
taxation under which the agriculturists suffered. 

The Premier said that it was not possible to change all of a sudden a land revenue 
policy which had been in operation for more than 150 years. There was such a 
thing as tradition, to get out of which would necessarily involve time. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost 18 voting foi and 108 against it. 

15lh. MARCH .-—During discussion on the excise demand to-day, Mr. K» Ahdur 
Rahman Khan suggested that the Government should organize peaceful picketting of 
“toddy” and “-arrack” shops and thus prepare the giound for the inti eduction of 
comfilcte piohibition hv stages Mr. R. M. Palaf^ ex-interim Minister, suggested a 
plebiscite bofoio prohibition was intioduoei 

Mr C. Rajagnpalachariar^ the Piemier, replying, stated that the temperance 
measures adopted by previous (loveinmenis h.vi failed rniseiablv. That was why 
the Congress Ministry believed in complete piohibition in place of piecemeal measures. 
Referring to the allegation that the report of Mr. A. F. Dixon, collector of ISalera, on 
the working of prohibition was an exaggeration, the I'remier declaiod : "Mi. Dixon 
has become an enthusiast only on sufhciont giounds and evidence I too am enthu- 
siastic about ]jiohibition. TTis conclusion about the success of loohibition tallies w’lth 
mine, and that was why T quoted liis observations” 

Mr. B. Sambamurthtt Speaker gave an impoitant mling when he said that the question 
of amending any claiiso of any existing act could n )t be raiseil through a cut motion 
on demand in lespoot of that ilopartment, and only the policy and details of adminis- 
tration of Government could be discussed. 

I8ih. MARCH . — Intervening in theldebate on a motion to-dav, the Premier saU\ that 
membois of the Services should be responsib e to the I^fimsters and the Govoiuraent, 
and should not become the customers of clients of membois of the House. Tlio 
statement was made in criticism of the policy of the Registration Department in the 
Assembly. 

19ih. MARCH- — “I do not think that anv section of the House is in good mood ; 
is it worth while to take the poll n iw V” With these woids the Piemier, Mr. C. 
Raj agopa lack art to-day eased a tense atmospheie, which might have di'veloped into 
an unpleasant incident, when on the demand for adjoin nmeiit of the Assembly at 
7-BO p m, which was lost, a poll was demanded. The PiemieTb words had the desiied 
effect and both the adjournment as also the demand loi a poll weio withdrawn. 

Earlier Sir A T Panntrselvam' s token cut uigiiig the necessity of roseinding the 
Government order of reclassifying irrigation souicos iii Tanjoie district on the giound 
that Tanjore j>aid the higliost amount of land levenuo m the woild, while it sold 
paddy at the lowest figure obtamablo in the market, was negatived by 9 votes to 103. 

19th. MARCH Scenes similar to those enacted by the Congress and other 
Opposition parties in the Central Legislative .Assembly in com so of the discussion of 
the Finance Bill weie witnessed to-day, when the Opfiosition consisting of the Justice, 
the Muslim League and the Independent parties withdrew their cut motions without 
any speech. About 100 cut motions were given notice of by them under various 
budget demands to discuss such important subje* ts as separation of the Executive 
and the Judiciary, jail reform, wholesale release of prisoners, the miestion of retain- 
ing the criminal intelligence department and the like and the House granted five 
major demands in one hour. One solitary Muslim member of the Opposition alone 
moved a few ent motions. 

This attitude of the Opposition which had all along been criticising the policy 
and acts of the Congress Government through numerous cut motions during the past 
few days was significant Lobby talks indicated that as the Opposition felt that they 
wore not given sufiicient opportunity to ventilate their grievances they thought it better 
to keep silent over the voting on grants. 

A clue for this was obtained when tSir A. T. Panntrselvam of the Justice Party 
who was first calloi upon to move his cut motion on demand under Head “District 
Administration” said that since he happened to transgress the relevant limits in 
course of his speech and too many points of order wore raised during the Bame, he 
thought it wise not to move or speak on his cut motions. 
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Dewan B.ihadur Appadurai Pillai who was to next move his cut also gave a 
similar reason for his not moving the same. Then in succession the Opposition mem- 
bers who had tabled cuts under various demands all withdrew their motions without 
any speech. After passing five demands the House adjourned till the 21st. 

2Ut. MARCH I am not moving my cut motion, sir,” was the leply given one 
after arththor by several members of the opposition, excepting the Moslems, who tabled 
cut motions as the Speaker called out their names after the Education Minister had 
moved demand for a grant of Rs. 19,949,400 under the head ^‘Eiliication” to-day. 

Sir A. T. Panniraelvam to-day gave load in this attituJo which the opposition 
adopted last Baturday in moving cut motions. Dr. Subharoi^an, moving the demaiiJ, 
claimed that in the year 1938-39 the Government were spending much less than m 
the previous years on inspection, and added that Rs. 20,000 "wure [uovided for tho 
teiching of Hindi in secondary schools The Mmistei regretted that owing to paucity 
of funds the building grants that had been promised could not be piovidod. 

The proposed introduction of compulsory study of Hindi m schools was next severely 
ciiticisea by Moslem members. 

Khan Bihadur Khaltfulla^ ex-Mmistor, who was a staiincti advocate of Uidu, said 
that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru a week ago had stated that Uidu was the most suitable 
common language in India. Mr Khahfullah was afra’d that Moslem cultuie would be 
lost if text books woio wiitten in Hindi. 

Mr. AMul Hamid Khan welcomed tho Piemiei’s announceranit that the Govein- 
mont were wnlling to Sfieud money like water on Moslem education, and suggested 
that the Pieraior might giaut a lalh of iiipees for scholai ships to Muslim pupils m 
the piesidency. Referring to tho Wardha Scheme he said that it was not possible 
to make the .scheme solf-suppoitiug unless the Govoiament sj ent la'’gor sums of 
mouoy, 

23r<]. MARCH. — Moving the Public Health demand to-dav. Di . T S, S Ra^an 
said tliat the Government had provided Rs. 6 lakhs raoie than last \eai s piovision for 
public health An Opjiosition member asked for adequate provision foi the conauct of 
a vigoious rarapaign against malaria. Referring to the honoiary meaical system, Dr. 
Fajan said that the s\stom had been in oxisrcnce for 12 years, aud that at present 
there weie 165 honorary fuactitionors associated with hospitals. 

24th. MARCH — Dining the debate on the Public Health demand, the Premier 
referred to tlie inoidont.s cunrieote'l in the fealem Municipality’s wateiwoiks tendoi, 
wh'ch had led to the lesignation of the chairman aud some othei councillors of the 
municipality Tho Premier said that the Government were entitled to give direction 
to the municipality on the kind of material to be used m watoiwoiks. Theie was 
absolutely no question of interference with the rights of a municipal council. 

25th. MARCH .—‘*1 support collective bargaining, which a British heritage foi 
us,” sard Mr. C Rajagopalachart, tho Premier, intervening to-day in tho debate on 
the industries demand. Personally, however, the Premier did not believe in collective 
or individual bai gaming. It was a necessary evil for settling labour disputes. He 
appealed to employers to recognize trade unions. Non-recognitjon was tantamount 
to isolation and would be unsocial. 

There was no need for alarm regarding the labour situation. The Minister for 
Labour (Mr. V. V. Gtri) had settled no fewer than a dozen disputes. That showed 
fundamental good feelings without which the disputes could not have been settled. It 
was regrettable that the existing two or three disputes could not be settled, but the 
Premier was not witliout hope. 

Mr. Gtn, the Minister in charge, moving the demand for industries and labour 
declared that ho believed in tho complete nationalisation of key industries and referred 
to the nationalisation of transport in Hyderabad, which, he said, was a great success 
He also believed m Btate-aid to industries. 

The European group did not believe in such nationalisation nor did they believe 
in the Government carrying on large scale industries ; such things should be left to 
private enterprise, observed Sir William Wright. 

During the debate on the fisheries demand, one section of the opposition sugges- 
ted its transfer to the Industries or i^ricultural Department, while another urged its 
retention as a separate department. The Minister m Charge, replying, explained the 
useful work carried on by the department, though the Government had not profited by it. 
The Assembly voted three more demands, ail without outs. 



174 THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ midras- 

26th. MARCH : — The Speaker's visit fo Europe was dis(iussed to-day when the 
Piemior, Mr. C, Rajagopalachari moved a token demand for the purpose. 

Leadeis of all pioups supported the demand IVlr. A. Panmrselvam hoped tliat 
the Sj)eaker would aftoi his return set ‘^healthy, satisfaetory and illuminating prece- 
dents for future Spcakois. ’ Mr. W. K. M. Langley (Euiopoau (lioup), said that 
nothm/j but benefit Mould bo deiived by the Speakers visit to countries whore demo- 
cratic institutions existed. 

Ml. Samhamurtfn, the Spoakei thanked the House for the wholohoarted suiipoit and 
.said that he did not intend to be away for moie than four months. 

The House voted this and otliei supplemental > demands amounting to Ks. 2,998, hOO. 

Eailiei, rnoving a cut motion, Mr. ./ Nutfall lefoiied to the soiiousness of the 
labour situation Ho piuticulailv referred to the stoppage uf Moik in cotton mills. 
The mover diew th(‘ (Toveinmeiit’s attention to the (iuiigoi of intiodiiciiig ]»rovincial 
legislation Mhich sliould lightly he the coiuein of the Ct'iitial (toveinmont. Mr. 
Nuttall agieed that piopeily constituted trade unioiib should be lecogni/od. It would 
then bo possible to bargain colloctivoly witbout the iiitei feiemie of outsiders. He 
suggested the esiablislimeiit of a Labour Ofii(‘e smiilai to that in Bombay. 

Ml. T T. Krtshnamachat lar (Indian Commeiec) said the psyebology behind 
laboui tiouhle was tli.it the advent of p(»])ulai goxeinraeiit had cieated a gieed in the 
minds of eeitain ja'ojtle who tlutught tlie.v could even ask ioi the moon. 

Speaking on Mi Nuttall’s cut motion which lie suggested should be withdiawii 
fls an acknow'b'dgmi'ut of the attitude adopted bv the Laboui Miuistei, Sii WtlUavi 
Wnght said that the cmpioseis had no (juaiiel with collective baigainiiig They wel- 
comed trade unions wliicli wcie j.iojieily led and actuati'd by a sinise of lespou.sibihtv 
Both the emiiloyeis and Morkeis had leason to be giateful to the (-lovei ument for its 
labour policy. Hie («ovei nmeut s eommunnjue of last Ootobei , be said, iiad not fallen 
on deaf eais wheie eraployei.s woie conceiued Tl)e.\ felt a didiuite lesponsibility 
to all in thou employs mont I’he most Uistiii bing feature of the ]tr('sent situation 
was the ineieasiug nidisuphne among laboui laiiks diieidod not only against the 
employe! s but then own union leailei.s 

28th. MARCH .“‘'I W’aut eommutatiou of pensions to slop and I am glad that 
tiio Chief Whip of the Justice Baity is with me, tliough its leadei is against it,” 
tleclaied the Bremiei, Mr Ra lagopalavhan , iei>l\iug to a < iit motion to-day to 
lednco the allotment uiidei pensions. 

‘‘1 welcome the motion,” tbti Bremiei added, ‘but I ie((urst the movci to withdiaw 
it with the full .issuraneo that I am entiielv witli him It is not bealll^^e of the ciiti- 
iisra raised in the House on the system of amounting that I want commutation to ;;o, 
but because oiii lovenues cannot stand this stiaiii.” 

The motion W'as withdrawn and the entiie demand voted. 

Immoual TitAifjo burimssioN Bill 

29th. MARCH —Mi Raman Mmon^ Minister for Com Is and .Biisou,>, moving 
that the Madras Siippi essioii of Immoral Traffic (Amendmi'iit) Hill, as jiassed bv tho 
the Legislative Council, be taken into consideiation, said ti.at the Act m foico w^as 
not suffieiently .stiong to bung about the desiied elloct, namely, tho comidute suppro.s- 
siou of traffic' in women. By the amending Bill, it was sought for the hist time, tx) 
make third-paity earuing.5 an oh'enco. Tho Hill was passed iuto law amidst cheers 
from a largo niimbei of women in the Speaker’s box Tho House thou adjourned till 
tho next day, tho 30th. March whoa aft or lOU quovstion woro auswoiod, it was 
p rorogued. 



Proceedings of the Madras Council 

Madras — 31 si. January lo 31 si. March 1938 

OoVT. OPPOSinO'T TO Fedetiation 

A throo (lays session of the Madras Legislative Council commend on the 3]«t 
March 1938 when after formal business Dr. T. S. S. Rnfan^ Minister for Public- 
Health moved a resolution of Federation. In doing so, ho declared . — 

“The patoliing up of irresponsible autocracies, benevolent monarchies and fair I v 
r'«sponsibfo governments into a Federation and evolve a scheme based on it is unheard 
of in history. Tliis sort of mixture will not only bo indigestible, but will act as a 
poison in the body politic of nation. The schemo, far from promoting unity, will 
only set up forces of conllict between States and Biitish Indian units.” 

Doctor Uajan continuing said that the Congiess accepted tlie F^^deration as 
a principle, but it is opposed to the scheme envisaged by the (iovernmeiit of India 
Act, 19.‘15. The schemo was a misht and uttm-ly unacceptable. ‘This is the t-onsidored 
public opinion of this province”, said the llon’ble Minister, ‘'and 1 tiust other Provincial 
Covoinments would also follow suit and lodgo theii fuotest.” 

Sir Mahornmed Usrnan^ Sir A'. P. Reddi, Rt. Honourable Srinivasa Shastri an*! 
several others spoke on the lesolutioii 

Sir Kurma Rvddi in his speo<-h dwelt at len",th on the giaduai climb down of tlie 
Congress in the matter of aecefitiiig odii-e, and (1<*< lari*d it would be doing dis-serviee 
to the eountiy if they failed to woik the Fedeiatioii f*)r what il UMs woith 

The H )n. /^r. Ruhbaraifan^ Fdu<*ation Mmistei, speaking iidnfed Sii K Y 

Reddi’s stateiiiont and said “the acceptance of ofTieo by the CoDgi(3Ss does not mean 
acceptance of the Oovcriirceat of India Act. As was matle clear in the Election 
Slanifesto its policy was, is and will ev(‘r he the combating and ending of the present 
Act. The Congress has not a whit moved flora its position. It is an imposed consti- 
tution, and the Congiess will never bo a party to tlio woiking of any constitution 
which IS not framed by the accredited leprpsontatives of the Indian nation. Tlu3 
lesolution has been purposely wil llv-wordivl with a view to imiiv tho opposition 
with us in supporting it, and in our fight foi Swaraj. ’ 

Tho Kt. Hon. Sniitva^a Sfia<ifn supported tho 'resolution, but hold that tho 
Congress should acci^pt office under tho Federation aUo ainl agitat(' for farther reforms. 

Tho resolution was passed by an ovei whelming raajoiity, Sir A". V. Reddt and Sir 
Muhammad Usman opposing tlio resolution 

A walkout was staged in tlie Council to-day by VI members of the Opposition led 
by Sir K V, Reddt as a result of the refiisarof the Government to aecede to tho 
remiest of tlio Djtposition to postpone eonsideratioii ot tlie Agriculturist Debt Relief 
Hill. Three separate amendments to this effect were rejected by tlio House and tho 
Piemiei’s motion tliat the Ihll as passed by the Assembly lie taken into consideration 
was carried by 28 votes to 10. Tho House then adjourned till the Ld. March. 

Civil Coukts A. menu Ait 

2nd. MARCH -—The Council to-day lefused jioiraission to Mr ./. A. Saldhana 
to introduce his Hill to amend tho Madias Civil Coiiits Act with a view to allow 
Catholics being goveined by Canon Law instead ol by usage and custom. 

Tho Premier pointed out that the Hill was beyond tho well-known principle of 
usage, ordinarily being tho personal law of comrauiiities. 

Separatiov op Executive axd duoiciAin 

Mr. Ahmed Meeran moved a losolution urging separation of tho siihordinato crimi- 
nal judiciary from tho executive. 

Anotlier meraboi, opposing, said that when the Congress was fighting against tho 
Government of India Act they should not fritter away their energies iu such minor 
issues involving additional cost which tho Congiess Government could not beai m 
view of the ameliorative moasure.s they had taken in hand. 

The House at this stage adjouinod till Mareli 7. 

VoTiNu ON Budget Demands 

7th. MARCH Voting on Budget demands commenced to-day. Mr. J. A. Saldanha 
(Indian Christian ropresentative) described the budget as a “graudiloqueut aud 
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voluntary abdication” of excise revenue, and doubted if prohibition would prove a 
success. He suggested that title-holders should be taxed, and taxes be inaposed on 
racegoers aud owners of racehorses. Littenes, Mr. Saldhaua said, should bo conducted 
on behalf of hospitals and chaiitable lustitutious. 

Ml. M. Ramakrishna Reddi uiged reduction m the land revenue assessment by at 
least one-third. He pointed out that while in the United Kingdom the tax amounted 
to only 8*8 per cent of the gross yield, m Madias it was over iJO per cent. 

8th. MARCH Speaking on the Budget to-day, the Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa 
Sastrt said that the success of piohibition in Salem, which had been beyond expecta- 
sion, fully justified its extension to other districts He was happy that the (iiovernmeat 
were proceeding with the introduction of piohibition with due caution. 

One uigont matter to which the Ooveinment should pay attention was improving 
the lot of the low paid village officials like policemen, who weie leading lives of com- 
parative penury. As regauls the Wardha scheme, Mr. Sastri said that a moderation 
aud restriction" of the scheme was oallled foi and like Hindi, it should be tiied only 
as an exneriraental measuie. 

Sir K. r. Reddt objected to the extension of prohibition to tw^o more districts, 
remaikmg that he did not admit the efticienov of the working of the Piohibition Act 
in Salem. He added that tlie distiict collectoi's lepoit legaiding its success was ex- 
aggeiated. He also objected to the cumpulsoiy intioducliOn of Hindi in ceitain 
schools. 

9lh MARCH : — Ho so much believed in Prohibition that the fact going against 
its success he was not afraid of, thus said the Premier dwelling lengthily on Prohi- 
bition in roplv to the general dohate on tlie budget tins afternoon. 

Refuting the allegation that th(3 8a!era Collectors Report on the success of Prohi- 
bition was exaggerated, the Premier refen ed the House to the Opposition leadei’s 
r’orament that the repoit was not exaggeiateJ. Mr Rajagopalachaiiar assured the 
House that he w^ould not hide any evidence given against the success of Prohibition 
He expressed thankfulness for the veiy g-merous manner in which the leader of the 
Opposition had approved of the Bulgot and given expression to his unqualified 
approval of several parts of it 

23rd. March ; — Questioned as to wheter the Government intended to take steps 
to ban the publication or salo of news-sheets containing acceptances of horses in 
laces conducted outside the Provinco, the Government stated that they would consi- 
der whether the suggestion was practicable 

The Government fuither stated that they would considoi whether the Madras 
Betting Tax Act should be extended to the Ootacamund races. 

Ihe Minister for Courts and Prisons presented the Select Committee’s report on 
the Bill to furtlier amend the Madras Suppression of Immoral Tarffic Act. The Bill 
was passed. Sir Mahomed Usman^ Leader ot the Opposition, luged the need for 
establishing a laige numbei of lescue homes. 

25th. MARCH ;-The need for the impiovement of inral water-supply and the 
superfluity of the existence of two Government Houses in Madras were stressed by 
several members during the general discussion of supplemental y demands for 
giants to-day. Another member said that the proposal to send the" Speaker of tho 
Assembly abioad would cicate a piecedent for future. 

The Premier^ replying, suggested that members should co-operate by drawing up 
a prion ty list of the areas among themselves foi the extension of improvement of 
water-supply aud that the Goveinraent would attend to their needs. As regards the 
Government Houses, the Premier said that the Ordei-in-Council of December, 1936 
made them powetless. Adverting to the Assembly bpeakei's voyage abroad, tho Pi emier 
said that any amount of study of Parliamentary piocedure from far away was not equal 
to practical observation, and the fear of sottlmg up a precedent was not justined, 
because what was done for the infancy of an institution went a long way towards 
laying a strong foundation for it. The House adjouined till the 31st. March,* 

31tt MARCH:— The Council passed this afternoon after three hours’ discussion 
tho resolution on linguistic provinces on the lines of the resolution adopted by the 
Assembly yesterday. Thereafter in pursuance of the message from the Governor, 
the House was prorogued sin die. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Winter Session — Lucknow — 17th. January to 7th. February 1938 

The winter session of the V. P Legislative AssemMv 'commenced at Lucknow on 
the 17th January 1938. After the ^peak*>r had paul a feeling tuhute to Mis. 
Swaruprani Nehru, wifp of the Late Pandit Motilal Mehru, an adjouinnent motion 
was moved by Mr. Zahirul Hosnatn Lntt to discuss the unconstitutional and 
partisan methods and principles adopted hy Government in the appointment of Mr. 
Pahwal and his subordinates in the Rural Development department. The motion 
was opposed by (4overnment and ruled out 

After lunch the chamber echoed with the cries of the Madhe Sahaha demonstia- 
tors repoited to be 150 in uumber who weie, however, prevented from entering the 
lobbies. There was another demonstrat.on staged by the kisans of Lucknow district 
who alleged police high-handedness. 

The f^ugar Factories Control Bill on the motion of Dr. K. N. Katju was referred 
to a Select committee. 

Court Fees Amend Bill 

18th. JANUARY : — The Court Fees Amendment Bill which was refeired to a select 
committee was the subject of stroug ciiticism fiom the Opposition benches Dr. 
Kvtju^ replying to the debate, made a vigorous speech amidst uitenuptions which 
resulted in 'some heat on both sides of the House. 

Other bills introduced and leferred to select comoiittees were the Stamp Amend- 
ment Bill and the Maternity Benefit Bill. The report on the foimer was to be sub- 
mitted not later than March 1 and on the latter by Jan 22. 

Abolition of Titles 

19lh. JANUARY .~Tt was a non official day and the debate dragged on till about 
five on the resolution recommending the abolition of the piactice of conferment of titles 
and decorationrt. The Premier in the course of his sjieech characterised the titles as 
a tainted thing and said that Government had already taken steps through proper 
channels to acquaint the proper authority that they did not want titles to be confer- 
red on any officials or non-officials. He would be glad if the House would ratify 
what Government had already done. He further said that they had no share or voice 
iu the conferment of titles in the last honours list. 

Non-official Resolutions 

The second rosolutio i recommeuding the extension of the Khaddar Name Protection 
Act of 1934 in the province lapsed due to the absence of Rajmata Thakurani Parbati 
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Eunwar but Dr. Katju announced that the action recommended had already 
been taken. 

Mr. \4ah(immai Wasim moved that pending consideration of the Debtois’ Relief 
Bill necessary steps should be taken to stay the execution of civil decrees m cases 
where judgment-debtors were not agriculturists. 

, Federation Opposed 

20t1t. JANUARY : — Mr. Muhn»hir Huanatn Ktdwni's resolution asking the Gov- 
arnmeut to iniun'ite to the Central Govornmoni its him lesoUe not to be a partv to 
the in-iuguration of the proposed Federation and fuiViei that no mon^y shoidd be 
spent out of the provincial revenues and no arrangement bp made by the piovmcial 
Government m connection with the inauguration of the Federation, whether in the 
matter o{ holding elections to the Federal Legislatuie ui other matteis connected 
therewith, occupied the groato** put of the day. 

Dr, Kntjfi^ leplvmg on behalf of Government, heairilv ac^.ppled the re.sohition 
Thev would take not only the step recommended hut all the other mothode possible 
to rn.sist the Federation and hoped that those on the opposite benches pattici- 

pated in the debate would then )oia hands with the Goveinment. Ihe lesolution was 
adopted. 


CoLOtTRlSATION OP ARTIFICIAL GhEE 

2Ut JANUARY -Fro/*. Krishna Chandra introduced a Bill foi the oolourization 
of all arhficial ghoe and moved its leforenco to a select comraittte 

Dr. K. N. Katju, Minister, speaking foi Government, suggested foi the considera- 
tion of the select committee that the> might itmt^dy the situation by deiUiing tha» 
none but puie gheo should he iiame<i ghe^^ and that vegetable pioducts should have 
some otiioi name. After another hom of debate tit Hoase agieed unanimoufi'v 
to the leforence of the Bill to a select committee 

Reuef to Debtors Bill 

Two-and-a-hali hours were next devoted to the delate on uiban indebtedness on 
the motion of Mr Zahtrul Hussain Lari to lefer to a sideot (..oramutee his Bill to 
provide relief to debtors. Mr. Lan said that the Goveinment wa^ toi I'iuing its atten- 
tion to lural in lebtoiuos^ aui not tai kimg a similar question in uiban aieas. 
The movei hoped that the Congress Mmistiy would not takt a stand on the sanctity 
of contract, a pnncijde iniroduced bv British lulers but lake a stand on Menu’s law 
of damdopat He also hoped that political strategy w’ould not determine the Ministry’s 
attitude lowaidsi the Rill 

Mr. Laxmt Shankar Bnjpai moved the u-rcu’.ation ot the Bill by April 13. Seth 
Achal Singh (Congr 0 ^s) oppo.sed the Bill as it would gravely affect the trading 
community, who were already hard hit by tlie Encunibeiei Estates Act and the 
Agi icultunst.s Relief A'd. Mr K Af. Souter, vo'cing the opinion of the Chambei of 
Oommeice, supported Mr. Athal Singh’s view and expressed the opinion that the 
proposal of Mr, Ban for fixing a maximum rate of interest for the secured and un- 
secured debts would nun the Credit Bill. 

Mr. Mangat Stvgh (Congress) preferred cancellation of ail debts, and regretted 
that the Congress Ministry had not yet done what it had come to office to do, namely 
pass debt and rent legislation, (Opposituui (cheers.) Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh 
suggested that the Government should adopt the stiaigiitfoi ward couise of either 
opposing the Bill or gut the ciiciilatiou by March 15 

Dr. Katju,, replying to the debate, declared that the Government did not like such 
a complex pioblem to be dealt with fieacemeah I’hey must drawn distmct’on between 
indebtedness for business and indebtedness of the poor, and they must give oonsidera- 
lion to the fact that as the large part of India’s cafutal was invested in land, credit 
should not be made difficult for those possessing land The mover, the Minister 
declared, had not understood the law of Damdopat nor appreciated tho position that 
if there was to bo socialization, then all form of capitalism, whether of monevleudera 
or of zemindars, must be dealt with. 

The debate had not concluded when the House aJjourned. 

Trades Disputes Bill 

22nd. JANUARY .—Some provisions of the Trades Disputes Bill came in for 
severe criticism from both the Congiess and Opposition benches, though there was an 
agreement with the principle underlying the bill Acharya Nargndra Dev ((Congress) 
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said that if the labour officer was allowed to ne^jotiate on behalf of the worker 
directly with the employer the trade unions would be weakened. Similar apprehen- 
sions were expiessed by some other Conjjress members. Mr. Rajaram Shaatn said 
that the bill in the pios»^nt form could never be acceptable to labour. Dr. Kat^u, 
replying, assured that it was not Goveiument’s intention to Horpodo’ the trade union 
movement and said that all suggestions would be examined by the select committee 

Bir Maharaf Stngk again piotosted to-dav against the procedure of rushing bills 
through select committees, fie moved an amendment that the bill be circulated for 
eliciting public opmion till Fi b. 21 next. />;. Kafjti accepted the amendment as it 
would be of little practical diffoieneo in lespect of time in view of the likely dates 
of the Assemblv meetings. The motion foi itdeieino was adopted. 

The Court of Waids Amendment Bill which was intioduced in September last was 
referred to a select committee, the latter to report not latci than Jan. 25 next 

Mtla Covtivol Bill 

24th JANUARY : — A criticism that the Cabinet was lUbhmg lliiongh legislative 
measuics at gnat speed, was made to-day in the couise of tlic debate on the 
Premier's motion to refer the Mel.i Oontiol Bill to a select committee. The Bill 
proposed the appointment of a committee of non-officials to assist the mela officer. 

The Opposition demanded its circulation but on Ft. Oovind Ballabh Pant's closing 
remaiks that he w' anted to economize time and w’as prepared to allow two months to 
the select committee, the Opposition withdiew the motion for circulation. Tho 
Piemiei explained tha* the Bill w^as intenael to be compulsoiy foi the Allahabad 
Magti Mela an < oiiluu.a' in other (Mses 

Mr, Yagy<inarayan Up'idh tya .said that legishitiou was iiei’es''aiy with a view' to 
checking avtuitics of kipnappcis and oth'U undesirab'e persons 

Sir J P, Snvastfivn . a foimei Mimstei. wa^ bewildeied at tho mass of legislation 
the Corgi ess was pulling thiough at bieak-neck speed and lemaiked : “1 see that 
from hiw-bredkeis thev aie benoming law-makeis Mi JIans C hmvirn Bajpat letortod 
that the necessity of in^'oJucing legislation at this speed had arisen because the 
’previous Government had not pcrfoiracd its duty. Pandit Pant agreed with the 
House that the powers (d magistiates shouhl be i*'guIatf'J He assured the House 
that legarditig “urs' and other rehgioas fairs ho would aia^ept an\ siiggesUons made 

BrctAi? Fxciorifs Covtrol Bill 

25th JANUARY Tlie Assembly to-dav after havuig icfeired tho Huista! Bill 
and tne P'jist Offondeis Piohanon Ldl to s('’ed lommittec^ con’itiuei consideration 
of the Biig.ii f'.ittoncA Coniiol Bill as .»uj»*ndi‘d by the sc'eit committee On a motion 
by a ('Ongiess member, the House adjourned till the 2rth. to f iiablo membeiR to 
visit their constituencies to-moriow foi tho “ludepfudonce Day ’* 

27lh. JANUARY :-The fust di viMOii of ihe Assembly took plai'O to-day on I he Sngai 
Factories Contioi Bill and indicated to the Opposition paities tho strength they could 
mobilize m contesting Ciovernment pi’oposuls tihnkh Mohammed Ilabihullah moved 
an amendment which puijioited to subject the older of c..inceIlatioQ to tho approval 
of the tw'o-thinl majojity on the Sugar Boaid. Dr. K. X Knfju, Minister, replied 
that the Goveinment could not shaie the lo.sponsibilily with the Sugai Board. Sii 
J. P, Srivastava commented on this statement by a rcmr.rK lliat no bureaucratu 
Government could have stated moit*. Di. Katju lepbcd that the ex-Miniater wsk 
thinking of “a despotic” Government, but the piesent Government meant a populai 
Ministry, subject to tho vote of the legislatuie wdiich icpiesonted the people of the 
province as against the special interests on the Sugar Boaid 

The Amendment was put to vote ami defeated bv 111 votes to 25 

28th. JANUARY .—The prospect of a niglit sitting holpeiJ to oxpedito the discus- 
sion of the amendments on the Sugar P'actones Control Bill to-day. 

The mam discussion centred round Sir J. P. Rnvastava's amendment for the 
deletion of the piovismn inserted by the select committoo that, in case of the failure 
to purchase the minimum quantity of cane, a factoiy owner will be liable to pay 
damages to the amount calculated at two annas per mauud of cane. Sir Jawala 
Prasad said that such a pi o vision did not exist in the Bihar law. He enumerated the 
vaiious difficulties which would be caused by tho proposed penalty. Tho penalty, 
be maintained, was entirely one-sided in that tho cane grower was not penalized for 
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not supplying cane. Moreover, the Ooverament having already a “big stick” of refusing 
the license, should need no further power. 

Dr. K,N. Kafju, Minister, a'^reol to acoommo»late the view of Sir J. P. Srivastava 
and moved an amendment which the House adopted. It proposed that the penaltv on a 
laotory owner be imposed only if a “wilful” failure was pioved and the penalty 
whicdi was originally put at two annas a maund was reduced to “not exceeding one 
anna per maund.” It was also made clear on the suggestion of Mr. Muhamad Ishaq 
that tne punishment of impiisonraent on a purchasei for defying the law would not 
he imposed unless it was proved that the law has been broken “knowingly.” 

A lively dismission, issuing tliioe hours, took place on the clause imposing the sales 
tax. The (lovmnraerit who had originally worded the tax as being on factory owners 
had to alti^r its pliiascol.igy ro g“l round the CTOvernment of India Act. It was 
changed to a tax on the safe of sugaicano and, as sucli, would fall on the cultivator. 

The Opposition took advantage ot this pisitum and atta^kel the Government for 
letting down the cultivatois, wli) hii lotuinol th'Un to the House Di. Ka^u jileadei 
tint a'Jtuallv the tax would come oii<^ of the factiry owners’ prods ani was a con- 
cession which wis a^MM'l ti by ih>‘ ownois at a conference 

The House icjeote l h> lOd votes to dd ^katk Mohamel flubibullah's motion for 
the deletion o( the tax and a1o[»ted the cl luso imnosmg the tax 

29th JANUARY —The Assemblv passed the Sugai factories Control Bili to-day. Four 
uincndmeiits, including three from twf) Congievi morahers were aroepted hv the Gov- 
eiurnent. The'* wanted rules t» h-* made hu proper shelter ar factoiies for cuhi- 
vatois, cartmcii and hull *ck^ and for s it’sf v hspocai of sullage water and 
damat'ed cane. 

When the lion Dr K N Katjrt rose to move that Hie Bni he passed Sir J P 

Srivastava laised the I'-’sn-* relating to the stispensiou of tlie Sianding Order to g ve 

effect to vo:jterdaN s understanding between the Government an 1 the Opposition. 

A piolenged debate next ensued on the point of order laiscl by K^ian Pahadur 
Shaik Muhammad Ilabibullah who said that without the Ooveinor’s recom- 
mendation the Bill should not have been intioduced at all. The Opf-osition tried to 

make out that the whole piocoedmgs relating to thto Bill weie null ani void. The 

debate roMeri on till aftoi lunch in th** com^,. ,,f ulnch Chaudhn Khal-q-uz-zaman 
accused Dr Katjii of losing tempei. 

The Speaker disallowed the point of 'ud-M and said that leue the Governraeni 
meant the Executive Any definite document making a definite leci'mmendation to 
the House as de-^ired bv the Opposition w vx. not ijc-Tssaiv at all. if the objoction 
was allowed it would have the effect of further it'stncting the already restricted 
powers ot the people und'O the Act The Speikei s ruling was ipeeived amidst loud 
cheei s. 


WumexA HoNoKAira Magisti^ail 

1st FEBRUARY - \ teature of to-div’s procecd’ngs was a d'Scusbion on the nils 
1 elating to the appoiu^^rnent of honoiarv magistrates, wiHi particular reference to th« 
appointment of women Dr, K N. Katju, Minustei of Justice, brought to a happy 
iflose a lively debate on the raeiits of the sexes to serve as honoiarv magistrates by 
declaring that the (iovernmont would m.ake no distinction m the matter between men 
and women. 


Fonoress Privilege Criticised 

2nd. FEBRUARY -Question time provided the main interest in to-day’s proceed- 
ings of the Assembly The Premier, who had been keeping away from the House 
on account of his * pre-occupation with the Budget, answered several impoitant 
questions. 

The Opposition brought up three main issue.s . the recruitment of the rural deve- 
lopment staff, the Chief Secretaiy’s circular to district magistrates urging co-opera- 
tion with Cougicss organizations, and the Dadri riots. 

Dr. K. N. Katju faced for half an houi supplementary questions regarding rural 
development and attacks and repartees provoked many cheers and counter cheers. 
The allegation of the Opposition was that the Congress Ministry had recruited only 
Oongiessmen for rural development work Dr. Katju claimed that no test except 
that of efficiency was applied. An inquiry from a Congress quarter as to what was 



184 TBE G. P. LEGI8LAT1TE ABSEMBLY [lticikow- 

the te«;t appliod by tiie pievious Ooverament made Br. Katiu charge hii predecessori 
with having made these appointments on “pure favouritism.’'^ 

The next subject of grievance was that the Chief Secretary’s circular to district 
magistrates had discriminated against the Liberal Federation and the Moslem League, 
by asking officials to seek help and co-operation from Congiess organisations only. 
The Premier defended the circulai, bv stating that officials and Congressmen had for 
years been opposed to each other, and it was necessary to lemove a mutual suspicion. 
No such difficulty had been felt logaidtug other oiganiziitions. Mr. M. Farooq com- 
mented on this ‘ as creating a privileged position for Congie8.smeu. The Premier 
retorted that the circular imposed a privileged dut} on Congressmen to help the 
Administration. 

As for the Dadii riots, the Piernier read out a note he had written on the official 
file immediately after the not broke out It stated that Pallia Hindus and Moslems 
were satisfied with the manner m which the situation had been handled. Ho added 
that, whereas Hindus and Moslems in Billia had the friendliest lelatioiis, excitement 
was noticeable only outside Ballia Fma'lv, the Premier rcmiikcd : ‘Tt is unfortunate 
that the inteiesl winch the Government has been taking m the rnuttoi has not been 
appreciated m the least." 

CorRT or Wards Amend. Bill 

The Coait ol Wards Act Amendment Bill providing for employment of Government 
auditors to audit the Court of Wards account was passed to-day. The discussion on 
the Bill was made the occasion for speeches by two dozen member.s, who ciiticiped 
the administiation of the Court of War Is. All, howcvei agreed with the necessity 
for Ooveiriraent audit 

Change in Brnvici Recruitment 

Srd FFBRUARY — Noimal controvoisies having been laid aside for the day, ail 
sections of the A'^sernbly supported to-dav Kuniinr Str Mahuraj St ugh' s n‘Solution 
requesting the Government of Irnlia to move the Secretary of sJtate to piovinidalize 
at an early date the Indian Civil Service, the Indian Police Seivice and the Indian 
Medical 8'eivice. The lesolution was unanimously passei The Assembly is the first 
in India to have made a move lu the matter. 

The Oovernmpnt view was expressed by Mrs Vt/af/alnkskmt Pandit and Pandit 
Qovtnd Vall'ihh Pant. Mis. Pandit, Munster foi Public Health, dealt with the un- 
faiinesH of the a’’rangemeuts regaiding the Indian Medical Service which took no 
note of the financial circumstances of the piovinc^^ and imposed on the provincial 
Goverrment a largo numlier of European I. M 6, ofhcoia and even took up the 
absuid position of extending this reservation to specialist posts. All provim.ial 
Ooveinments, she su’d, had decided to fight the resolution of the Central Government. 

The Prew7t'T, iep]\ing to the debate, said thrut the present system of recruitment 
of the thiee sei vices \vas “outrageous ’, and gave an idea of the “hollowness" of the 
so-called provincial aulouoray. Asking members not to make any inferences about 
the attitude of the present members of the services, the Piemier remaiked that even 
if membeis of the services showed enough accommodation, “it is not enough that 
they accommodate the Government. The Government which depends on accommodation 
cannot live. It cannot govern if it cannot govern an agency thioiigh which it governs. 
The time has come to take up the matter in an earnest manner. Bo far as the 
Congress are concerned, we dojno tcare to seek an amendment of the Act here or there* 
We want to throw it off We want to trample upon it.” The resolution was passed 
unanimously. 

Speaker and Politics 

4tii. FEBRUARY After a dull question hour the Assembly witnessed an interest^ 
ing debate on a point of order raised by Mr. Lari (Muslim League) objecting to a 
discussion today of the Premiei's motion that any member who was elected as Speaker 
should be free to take part m political affairs outside the House in his disci etion. 
Mr. Lari’s chief grievance was that the matter was being taken up at the fag end of 
the session when the Opposition party leaders were away. The Premier submitted 
that he thought it wquld not bo a Thankless task to give the Opposition an opportunity 
to discuss a matter which they sought to raise thiough an adjournment motion two 
weeks ^o. That motion he took as an indirect request to Government to facilitate a 
diaoussion ol the subject in the House, 

The Ikhi. Mr. the S^ker said that to-day’a motion oonoerned a principle 

yrhiohi though emmoiated by him, the Government wanted to emphasise, while Mr, 
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Laii’s adjournment motion concerned the Rpeaker, He disallowed the objection as 
far as it related to the rules, hut the aipnment that the party leaders were away 
appealed to him Ho, therefore, refused to allow a discussion of the resolution to-day. 
This was received amidst loud cheers on the Opposition t»onche‘^. 

Sno vR Fvctories Covtroi. Bill 

The House re-assemhled at d p. m. and adjonrned till the 7rh instant, as the 
Su^ar Facto»’io-, Control Hill was still beine discussed in the Upper House. 

7th. FEBRUARY • —The Assembly no'^t t o-dav at 2 p m. to receive from the 
Upper House the Suufar r,icif)rios Control Bill as amended by the House. After a 
brief di.scussion the Assornhlv a^n*e(l to the 'iinendrnent without any dissentient voice. 
The House tlien adjourned till to 1st. Matoh. 

Budget Session— Lucknow — 1st. March to 27th. April 1938 

PrFMIEU OV MI^*IbTU^ Rr.STt,V\TTOV 

An ovcitino; prefa' O to the ojicninj? of the Budget session of the Assembly on tli« 
lit. March was a peaceful Kisan demonstration in front of the Chamber. 

The Speaker^ before takini^ up business, said • ‘‘You are aware that as a result of 
ceitain political difterfmces over interpi elation ef a particular section of the Oovern- 
ment of India A<'t, a serious situation aioso in the jirovince and led to the resignation 

of tlie Ministry The crtsis, uhich has endoi haupriv, has only helped to clarity the 

political situation A pinhleui whudi apfioireil difficult has h-’en solved and a step 

furtlioi has hr'on taken in the political progioss of the country. ' 

Thu Premier then re\d out a statement which had been issued jointly by the 
(lOvernoi and himself and callt'd attention to “the White Paper’' circulated to mem- 
bers, publishing all relevant niitteis on the subject. He concluded : “As the oontro- 
veisy has now been settled. I do not think the Ffnuso would dosin’ me to discuss 
merits anv furthei." 

Uiswnvi. SjuFMLM I OR 19.38-.l9 

3rd. MARCH .—Believing tinnly that a leasonably small Budget deficit serves a 
wholesome puipos*’ as it o'.i tlv need for economy constantly before the spending 
departments, the Pn'raiei an 1 Finatue Minister, Pa)?dtf Gonnd Ballabh Pant^ pre- 
sented his Budget st.ateme it to-d.iv lu the Assembly. 

The statement showed a deficit foi 1936-.37 of Rs. 37 lakhs, a deficit of Rs. 7 and 
one fourth lakhs for 19 >7-. H anl an estiinited deficit of Rs. ir> lakhs for 1938-39. The 
Premier declared that tfo* figuie of 15 lakhs was not formidable and in any case, it 
made a bettor bhowiug th lu the last five yo.irs wdien the deficits averaged Rs. 32 lakhs 
a year. 

The Minister proposed to spend Rs 1.10 eiores on lurnl and nation-building 
schemes, and thrs large amount was made available by the ingenuity of the Premier 
and of his financial .staff. The economy campaign \Melded more than 20 lakhs by 
way of reduction m expenditure 

Compared with the Budget foi 1937-,3S revermo expenditure increased by 70 
lakhs and the rovonue increased by 03 lakhs. Of the former, new expenditure 
amounted to 50 lakhs of winch 0 lakhs was locuiimg. Similarly on the revenue side 
only 26 lakhs out of 02 lakhs was a permanent impiovement, of which 10 lakhs depended 
on the passing of the Stamp and Court Fees Amendment Bills, pending before the 
Legislature. 

There wore certain a.spects of the Budget whiedi might draw special attention. For 
instance the grant for the Scout movement was maintained but it was not reserved for 
the Baden Powell Association. A sum of Rs. 50,000 was provided as a recurring chargrj 
for military and physical training It was expected that the help of the military 
authorities would ho sought in the (list instauco to prepare a .scheme for tho purpose. 
Another Rs. 50000 was sot apait as recurring cexpendituro for the promotion of educa- 
tion among the depres.sed classe.s and Rs. 30,000 was lesorved for water supply 
to these classes. 

Prohibition was launched m two districts at a cost of Rs. 15 lakhs to the 
J’®J®nue8. In the programme of nation-huilding expenditure of 110 lakhs, Rs. 35 
lakhs was provided for a special rural uplift schemo. This amount was to be utilized for 
advanoes for the purchase of seeds, fertilizers and implements to cultivators and for 

24 
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the purchase of raw materials for the cottage industry and of seeds. Seven lakhs 
would be the recurring cost of the administrative agency for this agricultuial scheme. 
Five hundred seed stores were to be set up as also a marketing organisation. A sum 
of Ks. 1 and half lakhs was provided for awarding ten rupees a year to 1,500 kamdars 
who would conduct demonstiatioua. 

There was a provision of Rs 1 lakhs for the education of the masses under the 
Wardha scheme. Foui lakhs was to bo spent on medical lolief in rural areas. Most 
of it was to be used for organizing 200 lural dispensaries on indigenous lines and in 
subsidizing vatds and hakwis Four lakhs was to bo spent on cattle wclfaie. 

Three lakhs of lupees will finance water supply .schemes, and Rs. 10 lakhs will 
go towards road development. One lakh was to bo spent on giving a push to the 

co-operative movement. Of this Rs. 25,000 was allotted to the Central Co-opeiative 

Union for marketing purposes and Rs. 75 (XX) would constitute a nucleus to help the 
promoters of rural ciedit facilities One lakh was to bo spent on improving the condi- 
tions of the tenants of Government estates so as to give a lead to the zamindais. 

Experiments in improved methods of gur manufacture having prove 1 successful 
one lakh was to be spent next yeai for this purpose. 

The Ministry’s desiie to move with the times was shown by the provision of Rs. 

6,(X)0 for an aerial survey of the province and for the training of five or 

six pilots. 

As regards reduction in ox|jenditure on the police the Piemior stated that the 
savings would be used on schemes designed to impiovo the cfliciency and leputation of 
the force by training in special institutions. C. 1 1) oificials were also to lecoivo 
special training in detective woik. 

Splaker ani> Politics 

4th. MARCH : — After the Premier and a few othci raombcrs, im hiding Sir 
Maharaj Stngh^ had paid graceful tributes to the memory of Sii Hiicoiiit Butler 
in the Assembly to-day, discussion was initiated by Patiiift Oovtml I'c/lahh Paul 
on the resolution moved by him last month that any rnembei elected as the Speaker 
should not in consequence* bo handicapped in his public activities and that ho should 
be free to take part lu political affaiis outside the house in his disci etion 

A lively and animated debate ensued on the resoluion and it was srtoi.glv opposed 
by members not belonging to the Congress uarty. An interesting suggi'>ii'>ii was made 
by the Anglo-Indian representative, Mr. il. Q. U alford^ that the oiil\ way to end 
the controversy between the majority and the minority paities in tho li')u-,e was to elect 
as tho Speaker a member wlio did not belong to any party. 

Naturally the resolutiou fuuud no support wlutevoi" out'jiJo the <'()n:’ioss party. 
The debate was not over when the House adjourned. 

General Discussion or Budotet 

7lh. MARCH The general dismssion of the budget commenced to-dav and all 
sections in the house joined in voicing tho demand that two days a l etted for this 
discussion were quite inadequate as at most not more than 40 out ot members 

could have the opportunity to have their say. While no tune iimit w.is piesciibed for 
speeches in the forenoon, the Deputy Speaker in tlio afternoon allow-'d not more 
than fifteen minutes for each speech. 

While tho Congress party membeis generally praised tho budget, the members of 
the Muslim League party strongly criticised the rural devilopment s' heme of the 
Govornment. Mr. Zahtruddm Fartiqt said that the agency for woikmg the scheme 
did not inspire univeisal confidence and the ontiie scheme was meant to strengthou 
tbeCongiess organization, the district Committees being packed Tae discussion was 
opened by Sir Maharaj Singh. lie sincerely congratulated the Promici on being in office 
to present the Budget and for the spiiit underlying it, namely the anitdioiation of the 
economic and social lot of the rural classes. He lodged, however, an emphatic piotest 
against the fact that most of tho schemes mcludod m tho Budget weio lachided without 
submission to the Finance Committee, and without giving any details of how many lakhs 
of rupees wore to bo spent, through what agency aud in what mann er. He also 
pleaded with the Premier to hasten slowly, tor two crores of debt would be added 
within two years due to the finance schemes o! the Ministry. He admitted that the 
old regime had not oxeicised sufficient control on administration aud Rdt there was 
further scope for economy. Referring to the details of the Budget, he expressed 
surprise that nowhere had it made provision for women. 'There was a crying need for 
midwives for instance, and there was no big grant for the purpose. 
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Mr. Sitaram Shukla considered the rural programme the best feature of the 
Budget. Lieutenant Sultan Alamkhan was relieved to find that there was no salary 
cut and no extra burden. Mr. D. N. Bhargava hoped women would be trained for 
the scheme of extending treatment to rural areas. Mr. Walford did not think two 
days were enough for general discussion. He asked why the Government had failed 
to fulfil its promise of separating judicial from executive functions and what was 
meant by military training for which Rs. 50,000 had boon earmarked. Mr. Abdul 
Ahaai wanted provision for Moslem women’s education in the manner provided by 
the Bombay Ministry. Mr. Khub Singh testified to the countryside’s satisfaction with 
the Budget Mi. Aztz Ahmed thought the Budget had won a cheap popularity and 
ignored long-standing promises of reforms. 

8th. MARCH : — The general discussion of the budget concluded to-day and the 
Assembly a<ljoiirni;d until Marcli 18 when voting on demands commenced. All 
the Ministeis with the exception of the Revenue Minister replied to criticisms in the 
afternoon. The Premier emphasized that the sole criterion in making appointments 
jn the Ruial Development department was missionary zeal and the spirit of service. 
He quoted Lord Hailey and Mr. Brayno of the Punjab in his support. As regards 
communal considerations imported in the debate ho cited figures showing that the 
Government liad been very generous to Muslims and challenged the Opposition to 
point out any orhor firovinco where they hai been treated with equal generosity. 

The U. P, Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolument) Bill was then referred 
to a select committee. 


Votivct on Budget Dlma.nds 

18th. MARCH •— Tlie excise policy of the Government came in for severe criticism 
when the As-^vunbly mot to-day A long discussion ensued on the cut motion of 
Qazi Muhammad Adil Abbast who wanted to draw the attention of the Government 
to the liladl‘q'^ac.^ of tlie measures adopted for prohibition and also point out the 
defects in the scheme. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Habibullah who had a 
similar motion chaiacterizod the scheme as fantastic. He was of opinion that the 
prohibition fiolicv w'ould not be a success Knnwar Sir Maharaj Stngh pointed out 
the considei alilo [uactical diffi lultios which the GovoiLimeut would have to face. He 
challenged the tJjvernmout to be able to say at the end of 12 months that this 
experiment should not prove a costly one. He piotested strongly against the lump 
provision of Rs. 1,25,(X)0 (with no explanation or details) for state management of 
shops. Ml 77 G Walford thought they could achieve success only by moral persua- 
tion and not by legislation. Choudhary Khaliq-uz~Zaman's grievance was that this 
Government had u it yet made up its mind to cairy out the policy of total prohibition. 
He wanted the Munster in chaige to make a cleai statement on the subject. The 
Nawab of Chattan romaiked that prohibition should be self-imposed and it should 
come from within. He paid a great tribute to Dr. C Y Chmtamani, pointing out 
how under the surcharge system intioluced by him, excise revenue went down from 
year to yeai. He doubted whethoi tho two districts selected would become genuinely 
dry. He also severely criticised the state management of shops and echoed the 
sentiments given expression to by Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh m regard to lump 
provisions m the budget without any explanation. 

The Minister for Justice made a long and compiehensivo statement explaining the 
now excise policy of tho Government EIo assured the House that the Government 
wore detei rained to achieve the goal of total prohibition. They had in their mind 
a sort of four year plan during which they hoped that this curse would disappear 
from their province. The Minister explained the rules to make the operation of 
prohibition in the two districts as complete as possible. He said that under the 
stato-maiiaged system private incentive to profit would be eliminated. This had been 
most successful in Canada, Scotland and other parts of tho world. 

The debate had not concluded when the Houso rose for the day. 

19lh. MARCH -Under the Land Revenue demand several cut motions were 
made by membeis of the Opposition. Tho Revenue Minister in the course of his 
reply made an observation that all lands belonged to tho State and that zemindars 
were merely rent collectois. Strong exception was taken to this remark by Nawab 
Sir Muhammad Yusuf and the Nawab Saheb of Chhaftari. The latter said that 
such loose remarks would bring discredit to the policy of the Government. 

Two grants had to bo guillotined as there was no time to discuss them. 
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2Ut MARCH :~The whole day was occupied in discussing out motions of the 
medical grant. There was a heated debate on Mr. Ohulam Husain s cut motion 
drawing the attention of the Ooveiiimcnt to the inadequate provision made in the 
budget to the Duffenn Fund. While all the membeis of tho Opposition uiged that 
increased grant should bo given to the Duffeiin Fund, as it was the on'y 
organization which maintained hospitals for wonion in the piovince all the (’ongioss 
members vehemently opposed it because lu their opinion this institution did not 
deseive any encouiagomeut at the hands of Oovernmcnt 

The hon. Mis. Vijay Lakshmi Pandtf^ Mmistei in chaige, leplying to the 
ciiticisms pointed out that (»overumeat had no enmity oi hostility to the fund hut 
at the same time ehe exoressed her personal opinion that the Dutteiin hospitals had 
not been working projieily in the recent veais, the musing anan^icmcnt was bad and 
tho hospital staff woie incivil to those who went to those hospitals. 8ho cx[)ressed 
her keen desire to improve these institutions. AVith this imd in view she pioposed 
to tour m the neai future to find out the working ot these institutions. 

Another long discussion ensued on Sir Muharnj SnKjh's cut motion who wanted 
to elicit information from tho Government regaiding tlu ii policy towards Avurvedic 
and Unani systems of medicine and also wantt'd details regarding tho proposal to 
start 300 rural Dispensaiies. He was at a loss if» know why all tlmsc who 
passed out from the Ayuivedic colleges weie Hindus an<i every pc'sou who 
passed out of Unam college ^^as a Muslim He als > sugg'^sted that Gov- 
ernment should continue lluni leseaich into the tfficiny ol indigenous drugs and 
standai'dise them, beveral Congress membeis eypatiatc'd at h‘ugth on tlie iisefirncss 
of Ayurvedic and Unam systems m'^dicme, The debate ha i not < oulduded when 
the House rose for the da\. 

22nd. MARCH . — The adjoin ument motion moved by Mi. Zahtni Idut Faruki 
to-day to discuss the fadmo of the (.toverument to inamtain law and oidoi and 
protect life and pioport^ during the recent commuuai iiots was reiccred without 
division to-day. In tlie’ course of the debate, meiiihei.s of the Opposition benches wcic 
vehement iii" their denunciation of the (-roveimncnt's failure to maintain law an I 
ordej. There weie frequent shouts of ‘shame, shame and ‘uidoi, oidei aud at 
one stage it looked as if pandemonium reigned sii(»reme. 

The Premier replied to the debate. He deploied the motion He asked whetiiei 
that was the way to create greater conhdence in ofiji‘er> who wmc engaged in tho 
difficult and delicate task of protecting human lives am dst communal fienzy and who 
had spent sle-^pless nights Theie was the detoimiurttiou, the Picmier said, to create 
some short of prejudice against the Government. riifoitunatcU tins jeai, Hidi and 
Muharram fell simultaneously, but theio was au additional fdctoi 

The Muslim League had been caiiying on a vigoious propaganda ail ovei the pio- 
vince. The real and essential fcatme of this piopaganda was that tho HmduF had 
their interest separate from Muslims. The League propaganda had accentuated the 
communal spirit in the Muslim muid, and it had gone to the iongtl' of (driracterizing 
as kaffirs even the Muslim membeis ol the i»ioseat Goveinraent. The iheraier claimed 
credit for the splendid way in w’hich the situation had hoen hi ought under contiol m 
three days. Eeidying to the uhaige of communal bias, tho riemit'r poiniod out that 
the number of Hindus killed at every place was greater than that of Muslims. 

23rd. MARCH .—The demands foi grants relating to education weie considered to-day. 
The Minister was very conciliatoiy m his replies and the movers of cut motions seemed 
to be so pleased with his replies and his ansiveis that the> begged leave to withdiavv 
their motions. Tho Minister made his position veiy clear that he was not one of 
those who decried univorsitv education. He believed tliat the pirtgress ol our coun- 
try culturally and industrially was bound up with the expansion of university education. 
Many membeis spoke strongly advising the Government not to give giants to deno- 
minational institutions. The* debate took place ovei tho cut motion moved by 
Khan Bahadur Lieut. Sultan Khan who urged that tho Intel mediate Girls’ College 
of Aligarh be raised to a degree college. 

Mr. Ohulam Hussain moved a out drawing the attention of tho Government to 
the undesiiability of university teachers taking active part in politics or becoming 
members of legislatures in this and other provinces. IJe pointedly remarked that it 
was a gross abuse of power on the pait of the Lucknow Univeisity to have permitted 
Dr. Badha Kumud Mukherjoe, head of the department of Indiaii history, getting a 
fat salary of Ks. 1,200, to get himself nominated to the Bengal Legislative Council and 
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further to have allowed himself to be nominated as <he loader of the Congress party 
in that body. The mover categoiically stated that Dr. Miikhorji often absented him- 
self from his woik and took French leave Such a thing was detrimental to the 
interests of the univeisity. Jle lequested the Government to look into the matter and 
not to express their inability to interfere. 

The Minister in his reply pointed out that Government could interfere only when 
things went soiioiisly wrong, hut anyhow promised to make lucpi’iy into this case and 
the iiftotion was withdiawn. The House then adjourned. 

24th. MARCH :--Many demands under ‘education’ had to diop out to-day hecauso 
until 4 o’clock only the items concerning universitv education were discussed and those 
1 elating to secondaiv and juimarv education could not he leached. 

The Educatifm JMnnatrr made a stufement legarding tin* allegations made yesterday 
Ity Mr. Ghulam Husain that Dr. Radha Kumud Mukcuj'i fiequontlv absented himself 
from tlie univeisitv in order to attend the mof^tings of the Hongal I^^^gislativo Council 
The Ministoi read the statement leceived t*y hirn from the vice-chancellor of tho 
Lucknow Univeisity on this siih]e{‘t, adding that the allegations made against Dt 
Mukheiji had ahhoiutely no foundation in fact Immediately iO'>e Mi (ihulam Husain 
and challenged the Ministei’s statement i’leraiei Pant explained that \\lieu tlie in- 
foimafion received from an authoritative quart. u was jilaced hefoto the House thev 
must ac!(!cpt It as coirei.t. The Minister of Education also gavo an indication on the 
out motion moved by Mr. (iiiulam Husain liow tln‘ lioveiument was going to lutio- 
duce changes witli regaid to the universities in the piovmce He read out the terms 
of reference of the lommittee appointed by tin* Govei nment to enquire into the mattoi. 

Shahid IJussatn moved a eut urging the <5overnment to give enoouragemeut 
to women pilots to vvhieh the Minister for justice agieed and added that theie would 
he no discnnunation as against women. 

25lh MARCH -.—That the iingatiou and canal lates aie high was the buidcu of 
rtll the speeches made this dav when the inigation demand was under discussion. Out 
of Id out motions on the agcinla undti this demand as man\ as eight i dated to le- 
diiLtion of lates oiilv. 

IJa/'tz Moltnmci Ibrahim^ Miiiistei in (diaige. in Ins sjicecliLS exjdained what tins 
giant Dieanl and wiiat tlie (iovei nment pioposed to do with legaid to the eastern 
grid schenn* He assurcij the Housf* tliat not a pie w'ould be wasted on anv unpio- 
diielive sdi.'mc and added that (mveinrneiit w’ould cousidei aP the projiosals whirdi 
the committee tlnn' li.id aiqioiuted would lecommend. 

The Nnivnb of Chniiari lemaiked that committees wcie sometimes afipointed to solve 
a questiun and sumetniU'S also to shelve it. Ho hoped that Govoinmenr would not 
take shelter under the pietext that thev havl appointed a committee which was going 
into the question tlioioughly. Mr. Mubashir Husain Kultvni pointed out that since 
the iiitioductioii of the caual svsteiu villagers were becoming pooiei eveiy day. 
CUiptatn Jntiishrd Ah Khan observed that wlioie tlieie is a will theie is a way. Raja 
Jaifanath Baksh Singh quoted some figures to sliow that irrigation rates were ex- 
cessive and the dejiaitment was making a largo piofit Some Congress members who 
spoke on the motion vveie of the view that tho Iriigation department should not be 
tieated as a commercial dejiaitmout but as a utility depaitmeut xielding bouetit to tho 
peasantry who liad not enough to eat. As many exjiiessed then dosiie to speak on 
the motion tlie debate was adjourned 

26th. MARCH The division challenged by Nawabzada Ltaqat Alt Khaii which 
lesulted in defeat by tiO votes against 32 on the eut motion of Maulvi Kanmur Raza 
Khav uigmg substantial i eductions in the iingation rates w'lthout delay was the only 
incident in tho otherwise dull pioceediugs of the dav. Both the Opposition 
and the Tieasury Benches did not seem to take miudi interest m tho demand under 
discussion, namely, iingation and hydio-electric woiks, as was evident by the fact 
that the attention of the Chair had to bo drawn twice that there was no quorum m 
the House. 

Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, Minister, gave an exhaustive reply meeting the ciiti- 
cisms of all the speakeiswlio wanted reduction in tho irngation rates. He reiterated 
again and again that theie had been a dispute without difference. It was the definite 
policy of the Govei nment to reduce the rates but they could not do it by a stioke of 
the pen. It could only be done after taking into consideration all the practical diffi- 
culties in their way. In order to show their earnestness in the matter the Minister 
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pointed out that they had retrenched three hif;h posts, namely one chief engineer and 
two superintending onginoors. The Opposition members bad been criticizing the Con- 
gres (Government fur the sins of the jirevious Governments. That was not fair. 

Mr. Zahwuddxn Faruqt deplored that the eastern districts had been treated in a 
step-motheily fashion because Government did not see their way to extend the eastern 
grid scheme to the districts of Ghazipur, Azamgarh, Ballia and Benares. 

The Minister assnied him that tJie present Government had no such idea in their 
mind. They wanted to give relief to all parts of the province. They would introduce 
this sclieme after scrutinizing it caiefully and taking the veidict of the House whether 
such a scheme was feasible or not 

With this assurance Mr. Fartiqi was satisfied and withdrew the motion. 

29lh. MARCH Theic were some amusing incidents to-day on the cut motions 
of Mr. Miihmmnnd Ishaq Khan and Captain Nawab Jamshed Alt Khan. The former 
wanted to discuss the status and functions of pailiamentaiy scciotaiies whoso appoint- 
ment, in his opinion, was illegal and ultra vires. This evoked a long debate in which 
the riemiei, Kuiiwar Sir IMiliaia] Singh, the Nawab of Chhataii and others took part. 

The Premier emphasized that the appointment of pailiamentary secretaries was con- 
stitutional and legal He paid a handsome tiibute to jiai liamentury secretaries who, he 
said, had been dischaiging their duties very satisfactorily. 

Kunwar Str Maharaj Singh lecognized the difficulty one had had to undergo in 
answering questions, lie made two suggestions as to how questions could be answoied 
iu a better maniior. At the same time he did not desire to ciiticizo parliamontary 
secrotaiies, many of whom were young and inexperieuced. 

The Natvah of Chhafari remarked that it was not the intention of the movci 
to cast reflections on the parliamontaiy secretaries personally luciduntallv he piaisod 
the woik of Mi. Apt Prasad Jam whose knowledge of files was good and satisfactory. 

Pandit Venhdtesh Narayan Tiwary did not seem to biook the expression of 
Kunwai fc?ii Maharaj Singh that many of the parliamentary secretaues were young 
and luexpoiieuccd. 

30l3i. MARCH —Speaking on a cut motion i elating to the policy of the Govein- 
meiit legardiug foicsts in Kuraaon and Chakrata, tJie Piomier said that ho had been 
legarded as one of the incoirigible and chronic critics of the Forest department 
and therefore, they could depend upon his sympathy. The forests belonged to the 
people and the (Tovernraont belonged to the peofile and there was no conflict between 
the two. He peisonally held the opinion that the Foiost department was a commei- 
cial depaitraeni aud, as such, it must tiy its best to wm the goodwill of itfs coii- 
tiactois and customers who were entitled to be treated couiteously aud politely. 

There was severe condomuation from all sides of the House of the sjstom of 
appointing assesors i . criminal cases 

Sir Maharaj Singh strongly urged that the system of assessors sliould be com- 
pletely done away with because they were irros])onsiblo advisers of the judge. 11c 
w'ould prefer an extension of the jury s>stem The Minister for justice explained 
that in response to a circular letter issued by the Goveinment soon after the budget 
session in 8epteraber last on the question "whether assessois should be retained or 
abolished, they had received valuable opinions. Be assured the House that liis 

question was engaging their attention and they were not sleeping over it. 

Mr. Ghiilam Husain wanted by his cut motion to have a handwriting expert 
appointed by the local (Jovernment. The Minister jiointed out that the present 
system was most economical and reasonable. The mover did not press his motion. 

There was a Jong debate on a cut motion moved by Mr Aziz Khan urging tiro 
abolition of tiial by jury in sessions ca.ses. In his view jurors were onen to all 
sorts of influoncos aud wore incajiablo of understanding their responsibility. Mr. 
Walford strongly opposed the cut motion because ho was convinced that the country 
was not bankrupt of honest and intelligent people. 

The Minister for Justice in his reply observed that the system of trial by jury 
was really an extension of the doctrine of citizenship. Ho reminded the House 
that it was really not a communal matter. According to him it would he all to the 
good if this system was extended as widely as possible. The Government was consi- 
dering the whole question carefullv and as soon as they had arrived at a decision 
they would place it before the House. The motion was withdrawn. The House 
then adjourned. 
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31tt. MARCH •.-—Aftor a stroniious discussion of 12 days, the motions for grants 
in the budget were concluded to-day. As many as eleven grants were voted without 
discussion. The much vexed question of the separation of judicial and executive 
functions was after all settle! to-day by the Mimster of Justice announcing a scheme 
prepaied by him. The debate on this suldect was initiated by Mr. Karimtir Tteza 
Khan and he was supported by Mr. Walford^ Mr. Zahtrul Hasnain Lart and 8ir 
Mahar&j Singh. Sir Maharaj Singh made two useful suggestions : firstly, that the 
trying magistiate should have no connection whatever with the police; secondly, 
the appointment of magistrates should rest with the High Court or the Chief Couit 
as proposed by the Stuait Committee in 1922. 

Session at Naini Tal 

The Minister gave a brief outline of the scheme. He pointed out the constitu- 
tional difficulty, namely, that urnler the Government of India Act, the Ciovernment 
could not ask "the High Court to appoint these magistrates. According to his scheme 
there would be two sets of magisMates, cxecutivi' magistrates and judicial magistiates. 
•ludicial magistrates would have nothing to do wuth the police. They would sitland 
try criminal cases like munsifs. They w'ould have no administiative vvoik. For 
leave and inspection they would ho uudoi the contiol of additional distiict magistiate 
having equal status witli the disincit magistrate. Hepnits on thcMi- woik would bo 
made by tlie sessions judges wlio would bo acquainted with their woik. The Minister 
assuied the House that this question would not he treated as a partyi question Ho 
would take eveiy section of tin* House into Ins confidence. Foi that jiurpose ho 
would appoint a small eornraittee and he would be guideil b^ the adxice of that 
committee. 

REurr TO Dehtor s Bill 

Itl. APRIL .~Toda> being u non-official dav, discussion w’as resumed on the amend- 
ment move! by Pandit Lakshmi ^hanker Bajpai on .lanuaiy 21 to tlio Debtor’s 
Bill introduced by Mr. Znhirul Haan^iin Lnn ou that daj The amendment vhicli 
was to tlie effect that the Bill he ciiculated foi eliciting opinion befoie Apiil 30.. was 
earned without division 

Session ^ Naivi Tal 

There was a long debate over the lesolutioii moved bv Kltan Bahadur 

Fusthwidui urging the (Joveinraent to hold at least one session of.^ the 

Legi.slatuie at Nairn Tal in the month of August oi Septembei. Many members 

spoke on bidialf of tlio overwoiked secietaiiat staff and pointed out Government W’ork 
would dereiioiato it the lull exodus was abandoned Somn memheis jdeaded the 
cause of the people of Naiiu Tal and said that they wouli be luinud if the Govern- 
ment lemainod on the plains. Sir Jwala Prasad lemarked that the abandonment 
of the exodus would be a penny wise and pound foolish policy. The inteiim Miuistry, 
he said, fell a victim to the temptation of securing popular applause bv abandoning the 
move to the hills, but they found that the experiment did not prove successful. The 
Premier made smashing reply by pinning the speakers to the terms of tlie lesolu- 
tiou. He regretted that the speakers had inti educed irrelevant topics into the debate. 

Adoption or Muslim Conference Ixf.solutiovs 

The House was discussing tlie resolution moved by K B. Fasihuddtn lequesting 
the Government to give effect to the resolutions adopted by the Muslim Educational 

Conference held in 1934 when it rose for the day. 

4lh. APRIL : — The Minister for Education explained to-da> w hat the Govern- 
ment had done and what they woie going to do for Muslim education m the province. 

Instead of showing scant regard for the resolution, as suggested by a member on 

the ground that the proposals w'ere of a communal natuie, the Mimstei gave the 
assurance that most of the recommendations made by the membei were under tlie 
consideration of the Government. This, because he was convinced that the progress 
and prosperity of this province and of this country was bound up with the progress 
and enlightenment of Muslims, Hindus and other classes of the community. He 

E ointed out that it was not possible for the Government to set apart seats for 
[uslims on the Intermediate Board as the Board itself w^as in the melting pot. Ho 
quoted Sir Ziauddin’s remaiks to impress on members that maktabs weio really not 
educational institutions at all. 

Mr. Mahahir Tyagi criticised the Minister for making ooncession.s to communa- 
lists though he was a socialist. Muslim members stressed the usefulness of maktabs 
aud Islamia schools where Muslim boys imbibed the Muslim culture, a culture distinct 
from other cultures. Dr. Husain Zahir, however, strongly opposed the resolution. 
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Muslim eduoution, ho said, was not as backward as it seemed to bo. lie urged that 
every effort should be made to wean away boys from 7}?fjktabs and Tsiamia schools 
in which the quality of instriictiun was not as good Jis in other schools 

NoN-ofFiriAL Bills 

5th. APRIL :—Shrt Lnlbahadur Sastn introdueo.i lus Tbll to amend the Allaha- 
bad Uuiveisity Act. Sir J, P. Snvnstdva intiodiieed the Hindu Dharmadaya Bill to 
legulate Hindu religions trusts. His motion foi reference of the Bill to a select com- 
mittee was opposed by the Congress benches, on whose behalf Mi. Sudhn Singh 
moved for cii eolation of the Bill. 

Mr. Samptirnananda pointed out the legal difficulties laised bv Sir Jawala Prasad’s 
Bill as it stood, and announced that the Goveinmerit already had undei preparation 
their own legislative proposals foi dealing with the various types of Hindu leligions 
endowments and trusts. The motion for circulation was carried. 

Thereafter, the House accepted motions for cucul'ition of three private Bills, 
namely that of Mr B. K. Mukherji relating to the conditions of seivi(;e of sh,op 
assistants, that ol Mr. Charan i^tngh relating to the Agricultuial Piodin.e Market B II// 
and that of Mr. Rnja Ram Sbasfn relating to the Trade T^nirm lecognifion Tho 
House then adjourned. 

Sr^Mi* Act Amia’p Bin. 

6th. APRIL Tii*^ Minister of Justice, Hi K iV. yv'a/y// moved to-il.i> i onsiderallon 
ol tno U. P. 8t.imp Act Amerulrnent Bill. Cha'i<lhuri Khu'thi Ra)n moved (bdetion of 
the new clause which did away with the existing legal requirement of certain doeuraents 
bearing one-anna stamps befoie hecoiniiig legally valid Ih Katjii nqilied that tho 
select committee had, after full <*ousideration add 'd tlic new i lause as it felt that 
theie was no risk of foi genes occuiring. 

Another amendment by tho same membei dealing with tim d«“hcieney of starajis uas 
also debated and as tlie movei, \vho was a memboi of the Congress Patty, did not w'th- 
draw tho amendment, tho Opposition took advantage of the situation and ealled a 
division. Accoiding to party discipline tho mover could not vote even for his own 
amendment and kept neutral. The Opposition in the lobby numbeied 30 against Oon - 
ernment’s stiength of 114, and the amendment was negatived 

The Opposition which kept silent daring the second reading oi the Bill laised a 
a voice of protest when the third realiug was moved Mi. Ishaq Khan ehaigetl 
the Ministry with buidemng tho poor people poiTnanentlv with tavation whi« h li:vi 
been impossed by the previous (lovernment specifically Ici two vcal^. 

The Bill was 'passed by iOB votes to :»0. 

Couni Fees Auemj. Bill 

Dr. Katju next moved considoiation of the XT. P. Couit Fe-'s Art Amendment Bill 
Mr. Ishaq Khau asked foi its republication as tlio Bill had been radicallv alteied The 
Ministci-in-<*haigo objected to the motion, stating that, as the clianges made bv ttu* 
select committee were all for’ the leduction in fees pioposed id the Bill originally, 
there ^'as no need for republication. The House then discusscl the vaiioiis juaeudments 

7th APRIL: — There were 51 amendments to tho Bill, of yyIikIi .37 weie 
disposed of to-day. Most ol the amendments were moved bv Mi. Mubashir PiiHatu 
Kxdwai and he was suppoited by Mr. Muhammad I shag Khan and Qnn^i 

Muhammad Adtl Abhast. 

The H P. Tenancy Bill 

20tb. APRIL Tlie proceedings were dull when the Couit Fees ( Ameiidmont ) 

Bill was undoi discussion to-day. It hocarao enlivened when the Mmtstcr of Revenue 

sought tho leave of the House to introduce the United Provinces Tenancy Bill 
which was placed on the members’ tables this morning. 

The Nawdh of Chhatart^ leader of tho Opposition, w.'inted to know whether the 
previous sanction of the Governor was obtained befoii* introducing the Ibll as 

required under sec. 299 Clause 3, of tho Government of India Act The Minister 
of Revenue did not know how this Bill was governed by sec 299. The Speaket 

asked as to who should decide whether the Bill <bd or did not require the previous 

sanction of tho Governor. He did not want to make his ruling cheap. Raja 

Bisheshwar Dayal Seth suggested that the Question might be referred to the Oovei- 

nor as to whether this Bill had been sanctionea by him. 
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The Premier asserted that they had a right to introduce the Bill and they were 
entitled to do it without referring to any other person. Incidentally he remarked 
that it was their privilege and it must be the natural desire of every sensible 
patriotic member of this Ilouso to enlarge their rights and privileges. 

The Nawah of Chhatari pointed out that when the Government said that they 
wore woiking undoi the limitations of the Government of India Act, they must 
follow it in woid and spiiit. 

At the request of the Speaker, the Advocate- Oener(tl gave his opinion that no 
sanction was necessary and that the Speaker w’as not bound to give a ruling on the 
point. 

After hearing all the speeches, the Speaker came to the conclusion that he must 
refer the question to tho Governor and his omnion was read out to the Ilouso 
before it adjoin rud. Tho Governor stated that the question appeared to be of great 
doubt and he was of tho view tliat previous sanction was necessary and ho, therefore, 
accoided his sanction to tlie introduction ol the Bill. 

The Minister tlien introduced tho Bill. At this stage the House adjourned. 

Mcmbers’ Emolumfa’ts Bill 

2l8t APRIL — Tlie whole day was devoted to a discussion of the Members’ Emolu- 
ments Ihll, while one amendment occupied tho attention of tho House for more than 
SIX hours. The Nawah of Chhatari had moved an amendment yesterday to the 
eftect that the tiavelling allowance to members should bo the same "as was admissible 
to Ministers. Huiing the course of tho debate all the members who spoke from tho 
side of the Ojiposition urged that there should bo no differentiation between Ministers 
and other members in the mattei of travelling allowance. Mr. Ishaq Khan quoted 
liguios to show that the present Ministers were drawing more by way of allowance 
than thi ‘11 piedccos^ois and that theio was a great ditference between their profes- 
sion and pi act ICO. ilo also quote<l flora tho llartjan an aiticlo of Mahatma Gandhi 
m which the latter had said . The Congress Piesidont tiavelled third class, will tho 
Coiigiess rainistois tiavel fiistV 

iShr Jfvdla Prasad Srirastara also asked them to follow Mahatma Ganalii faith- 
fully, who always tiavolled thud class Those who spoko on tho Cengress side stated 
that Mimstois were haid woikcd poplo and theiefoie leasonablo comfort should be 
given to them while travelling. When tho Minister of Justue moved for tho thiid 
reading of tho Bill, Nawahzada Lxaqat Ah A/ia/i opposed it on tho ground that it was 
an insult to the dignity of tho mernhiu-s of tho House as many were inclined to speak. 
The debate was adjourned till the 25th. 

25lh. APRIL • — Tho tin id reading of tho Members’ Emoluments Bill was not pass- 
ed to-day without a division being challenged, though it was carried by a thumping 
majoiitv. Tho Opposition could muster ouly 29 members as against HO on tho Gov- 
ernment side. Tho same arguments wore advanced by the Opposition as they used 
on Thursday last, namclv, the receiving of a salary was derogatory to the dignity of 
tho House and tho penalty clause was an insult to members who were bi ought to tho 
level of Govornment sorvaiits. 

The Minister of Justice, in winding up the debate, as well as tho Premier, who 
spoke before lunch, made dignified speeches assuring tho House that it was not tlie 
intention of tlie Govornment to lower tlie dignity of lion, members in any manner. 

The Premier remarked that mombeis being their masters, it would recoil on them 
if their status was reduced. He, however, assured them that a small committeo would 
be appointed to examine these rules. 

The Minister of Justice pointed out that this Bill related only to members and not 
to Ministers and ho did not snow wdiy so much heat was imported into this debate. 
Further, this was not tho stago when objections should have been raised. If any 
objection was taken to any of the provisions of the Bill it should liavo boon done at 
the second reading. Ho jiistifieil tho inclusion of tho penalty clause which, in his 
opinion, was a just and equitablo provision. JIo told tho House that there was no 
desiro on the part of tho Government to mako tlieso rules without consulting tlio 
House or acquainting it with draft rules, 

Court Fees Amexd. Bill 

26th. APRIL i—Tho Court Fees Act amendment Bill was passed to-day by a 
large Congress majority. Mr. Ishaq Khan not only opposed tho third reading but 
challenged a division which resulted in 108 voting for the bill and 43 against it. He 

85 
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characterised the bill as obnoxious and undemocratic and urged the house that it should 
not be placed on the statute book. He was the only s[»oaker to-day on the motion, 
after which the Minister of Justice made an apologetic reply, assuring the house that 
this was not going to be a peimanent raeasuie and its duration would bo till 30th. 
June 1941, 

Land Revenue Act Amend. Bill 

The house then passed without any discussion the Bill to amend the U P. Land 
Be venue Act of 1901. 

Maternity Benefit Bill 

Tho Minister for Justice next moved the Maternity Benefit Bill for consideiation of 
the house. Mi. E. M. Souter was the only one who moved a number of amendments, 
two of which weiG piessed and rejected and others were withdiawn. 'Jhere was 
some discussion ovei the late of daily allowance to be given to a woman for four 
weeks after confinement. The allowance pioposed bv tlie select committee was eight 
annas which was objected to by Sii Mahaiaj Singh, Mi. Souter and Mr. Walford. 
The amendment was eventually defeated by 190 votes to 18, a featuie of tho voting 
being that many members of the Opposition voted against tho amendment, though it 
was sponsoied by Sir Maharaj Singh. Further discussion on the bill was ailjouined. 

27th. APRIL : — Tlie house passed the Maternity Bill to-day The Minister (>f Justice 
appealed to the cmplovois to bo a little geneious "After all, it would not cost them 
more than a few hundreds if the Bill biniame law .Sir Mahdxij Stiujh gave his strong 
support to the Bill. The Minister for Local Self-Oovernutenf said that the Ooverti- 
ment had issued a circular to ail commissioners to ii quest tlie inun eiji.'il boaids to 
see that mateinity benefit on tho lines of this bill should be given to women 
sweepers employed by them. 

Tenancy Act A. mend Bill 

The motion to refer tho Tenancy Bill to a select comraiticc wns carried 
unanimously. 

The Minister of Bevenue, in making his motion to reiei tlie lull to a select 
committee, assured the House that they were not abolishing the stj rghts c)f the 
zemindars. Tho proposals contained in the Bill would affect oulv about two lakhs of 
zamindars out of a total of 12 lakhs. Ho claimed that the [iroposals with regaid to 
distraint and ejectment received almost umveisal suppoit. Tho (lovernrniuit had, 
however, an open mind and would bo glad to consid^T any proposals brought forwuird 
before them. 

Chaudhri Khal.quzzman^ on behalf ol tho Muslim League Party, stated that tlie 
Bill was a compendious one, and sufficient time slinuld t-o given to i onsidei tho 
proposals contained therein. He said that nobody \vouM deny that the time had 
come for a readjustment of tho relations between laudloids and teuarr , because 
the present economic conditions demanded that .some iclief sliouM be given to 
tenants. 

The Natvab of Chhatari was of tho opinion that laigo-soale faTnnng would 
become an impossibility undei tho provisions of tho Bill .Secondly tie* /emindars 
who felt keenly about sir lights could not undei stand the piiriciple undm lying it in 
the Bill. The method pioposed according to tho Bill, W(‘uld nut facilitate tj.e collec- 
tion of rents, which in the long lun w^ould not prove beneficial even to tenants. 

Raja Jagannath Baksh Singh assorted that the land belongf'd to them hy sanads 
and no changes should be made without consulting then. 

Tho Budget session of the Assembly concluded and tho House adjouined sine die. 



Proceedings of the U. P. Council 

Winter session — Lucknow — 27th. January to 7th. February 1938 

NoN-OinciAL Bills & Resolutions 

Tho wiutoi sosbion of tht3 United Provinces Legislative Council commenced at 
Lucknow on tiio 27th. January 1938, Lala Sir Sitaram presiding. The session did 
not start auspiciously for the Ooveinment, who suffered their first defeat. 

Tho Ilonse refeired to a sidoet committee the Kneuraborod Estates Amending Bills, 
moved by Messrs Ramchandra Gupta and Mohan Lal^ as also the Children Bill, 
moved bv Di. Ram Ugrah Singh. 

Ihe Ooveinment opjiosed the leference to a select committee of the Children Bill 
and moved that it be ciicuUted but lost tlie division by 14 to 2d votes. The Children 
Bill makes further provision for the custody and piotection of children and for tlie 
custody, trial and punishment of jouthful offenders. 

Having disposed of non-oflBciar Hilhs, the House took up discussion of non-oflBcial 
resolutions. 

The Council passed tin bo non-oflicial resolutions. The fiist moved by Begum 
Aizaz Rasul, Deputv Piesidont, lecommended to the Government to take immediate 
steps to irnpiove village sanitation and provide adequate medical aid in iiiral aieas 

The second ('xjiiessed the opinion that all zamindars and tenants paying land 
revenue ''r lent of more than Us 100 a yeai and all peisons paving income-tax on 
an mcoiTiB of more than Rs 3,000 a year should be exeinfited from the obligation of 
taking lioericts under the Indian Arm\ Act for fiieairas which they wish to keep. 

Tiio third re'.olution lecoramonded the taking of immediate measuios for the 
reorganisation and rehabilitation of rural ciedit in tne Province. 

Naik Giuls’ Proteciion A.MEND. Dill 

28th. JANUARY When Di Ram Ugrah Stngh moved an amendment to the 
Naik Girl's Piotection Act of 1029, Mi. Ramakant Malaviya^ Loader of the House 
comfilained that the notice of the amendment liad beeu received only a few minutes 
oailier and as soon as it was received, il was sent to the Picmier but no reply had 
yet hf'en lecoved. 

This bioiic'ht a remaik fiom the Prestdent, who said that it was a serious state 
of alfaiis. The Oovernniimt veio supposed to be lepreseuted in this House and 
business could not remain suspended because some supeiioi authority was being 
consulted. The (Toveinmeut should be ready R'lth the business that was before the 
House and the President hoped that it would not bo said times out of number in 
the Couiieil that tlio Ooveinment wcio not lepiesented. The Government were part 
of the {louse and as much responsible to this House as to the other. 

29th. JANUARY .—Sir Sitaram disallowed an adjournment motion given notice 
of by Rai {irliadur Mathuradas to discuss the ‘‘distressing and panicky state of 
sugar-cane growers m Kuoike due to certain restrictions imposed by authorities on 
the sale of sugaicaue as a result of which sugarcane, approximately sixty lakhs of 
maunds, remains unsold, and consequently cultivators and zamindars find it difficult 
to pay rents and revenue. The Piesident advrsed that the matter be given exprts- 
ssion to in tlio form of a short notice question. 

The House thereafter discussed rules regarding the appointment of Honorary 
Magistiatos. 

1st. FEBRUARY : — The Council spent to-day in discussing rules for appointment 
of Honorary Magistiates. 

Mr. Janardan Sarup moved an adjournment of the House to discuss the recent 
orders of the U. P. Government, issued by the Collector, to realise progressive 
enhancement of land revenue which was hitherto postponed, 

Mr. Malaviya opposed the motion on the giound that notice was received only 
after the House met therefore, it was impossible for him to say anything. The 
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Presideut Sir Sttaram withheld consent for the day, howcwor, repeating the remark 
that the Government were expected to be loproseuted in tlio House. 

2nd. FEBRUARY The house concluded discussion on the rules regarding the 
appointment of honorary magistrates. 

SuG^R Factories Control Bill 

In deference to an opposition member’s desiie the consideiation of fhe Sugar 
Factories Contiol Bill was postponed until to-mofiow. Explaining the urgency of the 
measure and need for suspension of the standing order by the chair which requires seven 
days’ interval between the passing of the Ihll by the lower lionso and its intioduetion 
in the upper house, Dr. Katjii said that an identical raeasiiie had lu'en passed by the 
Governments of Bihar and U. J\ who were moving in closest co-opt‘ration in the inton'st 
of the industry. Factory owneis had lepiesontcd to the Goveinment tliat either the 
Bill should bo passed immediately or an oriinanco pH>mulgated giving ciTect to the 
Bill. The Government how’ever did not desire to take the latter step whirdi was not in 
keejiing with the dignity of the house. The delay in the i>assage of the Bill would 
cause confusion to the industry. 

3rd. FEBRUARY : — The President suspended the standing oidois and discussion of 
tho Sugar Factoiies Contiol Bill was taken up. Mr. Jatundau withdievv his 

adjournment mocion relating to the collection of enhaiu*cd leveimo on an assurance hy 
tlie leader of the House that the Minister foi Beveuue on icturn liom loavo would 
look into the mattci. 

4lli FEBRUARY — The Council found its galleiies crowdi'd l)y memliers of tho 
Assembly and by visitors to hear the debate on the Sugai Kaet'oiies (^nliol Bill. 
Although the majority of the House had come to an urulei standing tlie rninoiity 
persisted in moving amondments and succeeded m Us dilatoiy tactics by holding 
tho Bill uj) till the 7th. 

7lh. FEBRUARY .—The Sugar Control Bill xvas passed by the Council and W'as 
brought back to the Assembly w'hich met at two in tJie afteinonn foi the puiposi* A 
tact of special impoitanco about tho proceedings in tlio Uppei House was that the 
Opposition being in tho majoiity, could have delayed the measiuo and altered it 
radically but the Opposition knowing that the (Toveinmont had an ordinance in readi- 
ness and would have a majority in a joint session took a icasouable altitude aud 
came to a lobby understanding with tho Govoinment. 

This understanding, howevei, jirovoked dissent among thiee inerabeis of tho Oppo- 
sition who left th( ranks of the Nationalist Baity, and wcie maiuly responsible fox 
dilatoiy tactics which piolongod the session. 

Tho third reading sjioechos in tho Council to-day woie getifrallv c incerned with 
“domestic matters” and either side chaigod the otlier with having committed “insu- 
rance acts.” Lala Baboolal^ secretary of tlie Nationalist Baitv, contended that tho 
agreement with the Government had been i cached “amicably, quietly and calmly” so 
that the Sale Tax would not bo put at six pies without tlie consent of tlio Legisiatuio 
aud rules under the Act would bo discussed by the Legislature. There weie vahiahle 
concessions. Mr. Bajindra Sarup of Cawnpore testified to a “moiciless sciutiuy of tho 
Bill by the House,” and advised acceptance of tho measure as “in this imperfect 
xvorld nothing can be perfect”. 

Rai Bahadur Mohan lal^ leader of tho Opposition, blessed the Bill and supporting 
the Sales Tax said tho Government could not do woiidois without lands Ho hoped, 
however, that the provisions legarding labour aud sheds for carts would be allowed 
to remain dead letters. Ho asked Sri K. N. Katju amidst laughtex, “Did the Minister 

of Justice provide sheds in his house fox his numerous clients V 

Begum Rasul joined tho “chorus of ooiigiatuiatioiis showoied on tho Minis- 

ter of Justice”. Di. Ham Ugra Singh, Khan Masoodu^aman and Mr. Akhtar Hussain 
struck a diffeiont note. AVhilo tho first two bitterly spoke about ^‘compromise m 
camera” and were content to support the passage of ‘the Bill, Mr. Aklitar Husain was 
the only speaker wno opjiosed the third reading. 

Dr. Katju explained that the right of appeal against penalties in the Bill was 
ensured by provisions of (ho Criminal Procedure Code. He atlachod groat importance 
to the labour cause. The Bill was not a partisan raoas uro and would not be worked 

in that spirit. The House passed the Bill and adjourned sine die. 



-.2-8 MAB. ‘38 1 PROCEEDINGS OF BUDGET SESSION 

Budget Session — Lucknow — 2nd. March to 8th. March 1938 

The Budget sossiou of the Council commenced on tho 2nd. March 1938. 
Replying to Mr. Janardan Sarup' s qae.stion if the special Corruption Control 
Ofticer had been able to find out snecifio cases of corruption, Dr. M. Jung, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, said that the cnarges against four police officeis had been osta- 
bhshed md action taken against them. Encpuries wcie being made in tho following 
oaius: Police Department 13, Excise 2, Education 2, Audit 1, Revenue 1 and Boldieis' 
Boaid 1. 

After the presentation of demands foi supplemontary grants for 1937-38, tbe Coun- 
cil adjourned till the next day when the budget was piesented by tlie Premier, 

5th. MARCH : — Before tho discussion on supplementary estimates was taken up 
to-day, l)i. Ram Ihirali Singh raised a |)Oinf of oidoi under liule 54 (2) fliat thice 
davs sliould (dap.so between the prosontation and the iliscussion of the e.stiraafc.->. 

The lion. Di K N. Kafjti, replying, said that the Ooveinment had allotted the 
days in his individual judgment. 

The Ptestdent said that if tlio House was anxious to discuss tho estimates latui, 
ho would request tho Governor to fix Monday for discussion. 

As tho House was not anxious to discuss them on Mondav, they were taken up 
to-ilay and appiovod. The Council then adjourned till Monday. 

7th MARCH A ‘'birth tax” was sugge.sted to-day by a member uhen the 
C'ouiicil took up tlio general discussuon of the Budget. 

Degum Aigaz Ra^uid^ Deputy Piesident, asked tho Govorgmont to impost' sindi a 
ta\ .IS the population was increasing at an ‘alaiming” late. Bhe added that Iiei 
pioptjbal would piovc a ciieck on population and lead to social improvement. 

Itur'ug the debate the Opposition in general depieciated tho huge riiial ivconstiuc- 
tiou piogramme fiom bon owed funds They thought that the financial implications 
oi the liudget weie st'iious aud advised caution. 

The discussion wa'^ adjouiucd till the ;ncxt day, the 8th.J March when the Hjiiso 
was ad|ouiued sine die. 


May Session— Lucknow— 6th. May to 25lh. May 1938 

The May session ot tho Council commenced at Lucknow on tho 6th. May 1938. 
Stiong n'sentmeut ssas expicsbcd by tho laudloid members of the Council at the 
minii'iitea slui cast upon then Older by the Revenue Munster, who had descuhed 
lliem as muie lent colleetois aud not a.'' owncis of laud and uotice was given of an 
atljeiii iiment motion by Mi. Muhammad Ahid Khan Sherirani, 

Tlie Ptestdent overruled the ohjoction of Mr. Chandra Bhal, Pailiamentaiy secie- 
taiy, that the lemuiks made in the Lower House could not form a subject of discus- 
sion ol tho motion tonight as the Hevonue Minister had agiued to allot a day for dis- 
cussion on his remaiks duiing the cuui.so of this session. 

Tlie House rejected by 21 votes to two an amendment to the draft rules of the 
Council, seeking to lake away the President’s power of nominating a panel of chair- 
men and empowering the House to elect them. 

Language of Legislature 

7th. MAY The language controversy loomed largo in to-dayhs Council in eomiee- 
tioii witli the discussion of tho draft rules. An amendment moved by Mr. Chanira 
P/hi/, pailiaraoutaiy seoietaiy, to lule 19 so that any member might address tho 
(-ouiieii 111 Hindi or Urdu was ruled out by the Piesident who agreed with tho view 
exjrresbod by the Advocate-General that it was inconsistent with section 85 of the 
Goveniraeut of India Act which did not allow those members who ^\e^o sufficiently 
acquainted with English language to speak m Hindi or Uidu. 

Another umeiidmeut for substitution of the woid Hindustani for the woids Hindi 
or Urdu occurring in rule 19 was also rejected by the House by 24 against 9 votes. 

The provision to tho rule empowering the President at his discretion to permit or 
call upon any member to speak in Urdu, Hindi or English was sought to be (leleted 
on tho ground that it was mconsisteut with section 85 of; the Government of India 
Act. Tho President,, after hearing tho Advocate-General and certain other members, 
hold that tho proviso was absolutely consistent with the Act, whereupon the amend- 
ment was withdrawn. 
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Discussion on Draft Rules 

9th MAY :-“A more rapid progress was made in connection with the discussion on 
the draft rules today in the Council, Whether a member could reflect upon the con- 
duct of any judge or court of law having jurisdiction in any part of the Ihitish 
empire in the exercise of his or its judicial functions, was disciissod at length on an 
amendment moved by Mr. Lakithmt Narayan^ pailiamentary Secretary, to substitute 
^India’ for the w^ord ‘empiio’ He urged that the House had no reason to show any 
consideration to othei parts of tlio Hiitish empire. A contiary view w^as expro^^ si 
fiom the Government benches hv the Minister of Communications, Ilnfiz Muhammad 
Ibrahim who thoiiglit that it w’ould he veiy pernicious to discuss tlu» iiidgments and 
judicial orders passed hy the judges, and added that it would he highly irnpiopei to 
discuss questions coming befoio the couits of the Emjnio w’hoie individuals belonging 
to India might be concoiued 

The House adoprei aindhei anioudincui deleting a clause to the effect that a 
member while speaking must uot utter tieasonahle. seditious oi defamatoiy wnud , ier 
he may quote them for the puipo^-es of his aicumont. 

The House icjectcd an amendment mf»\ed b\ Mi. Chandra BhaL formeilv pai’ n- 
meutaiY secretary, foi the dtdetion of the lule against anv discussion m the (’(ciii’ii 
be.ng ]• rmittod in U'spect of an\ oidei of the Govcininerit oi of the I'l'-edeiP 
disallowing a motion. 

Matlrmt^ Henkiu Gill 

lOth. MAY —The Council passed into law to-dav the Mateinitv Henelit Bill. 
meinbei of the Oi'po.s.tion assorted that the Hill was ,i piece of paitv piopaganda and Ihe 
Congiess Govoinment altei destioyiug the /.umndais, wanted to destiov the millowiieis. 

Some ann'udrnent.s mo^ ed to enlatge the scope of tlu' Bill wuie ruled out hv the 
who held that as (iiu Bill w’as toi a paiticulai ol>ject. amendments must ho 
w’jthin Its su/pe and confoim to its fiaiiiewoik The Picsid.'nt added that if the 
(foLL-.e thought that the Bill was too lestiicted, the only (.oiistituUoiial leiuedy open 
to the House was to throw out the Bill 

Land Revenue Amend Bill 

The Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill was vehemonih opposed hy ceitaiu landlord 
mem bets and at one stage it looked as though the fate of the Bill was hanging in the 
balance. Busk canvassing w^as tlien started hy Congress membois of the House and 
veiy soon if anpt'an'd that the issue w'as no loiigfi iii doubt A number of members 
including Jl B. Bahu Mohaiilal who opposed the motion lemaincd m*utial, w'ltli the 
le.'ult that tlie injtiou foi second leading was caiiied by a mapjiity of eight votes 

OiEPiAL Bills 

11th MAY In its role as tlie lovising (fliambei . tlie Council to-da\ amended 'loae 
Bills relating to piisoii lefoim as passed by the Assembly and they w'ould now gu 
back to the lowei house for reconsideration. The.se hills wune (1) the Borstal Bill (J) 
the Prisoners Release on Probation Bill and (ii) the Fust Gtlendeis' Piobatiun Bill. 

One of the amendments was car nod m the teeth of ojiposition from Government 
benches. The House passed the three bills as amended as well as the Land Revenue 
Amendment Bill, in respect of which there w'ero no now amendments. The House 
then adjourned till May 16. 

Discussion or Drait Rules 

16th. MAY . — Aftei piolonged discussions to-day tlie Council completed consi- 
deiat'.on of the diuft rules governing the conduct of businoss. The Lower House had 
yet to discuss its rules. 

The rules committee of the Upper House consisted of the President Sir Sita Ram, 
the deputy Piosidont Begum Aizaz Rasul, tw’o Congres.s members Babu Baijnath and 
Mr. Kataulal Jam, and others, viz, Rai Bahadur Mohanlal, Mr. Waheed Ahmad, Lala 
Mohanlal Sah. and Chaudhari Akhtar Hussain. The committee was representative of 
all parties in the House and its report was unanimous, there being no notes of 
dissent It held aUogether ten sittings in 19J7 and 1938. 

In the rules lecommonded for adoption by the Council a few salutary changes 
liave been introduced, though many of the previous rules and standing orders have 
been preseived. Borne of tiiem have been modified, while a few new rules have 
been Introduced. The existing distinction between the rules and standing orders have 
been done away with. 
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_l6H.r38I CHANGE OF BtTLlffl n«r.d.y 

The noteworthy ohangoe to 'ilw (ranaaction o ? »<»- 

:fhert.snireo.s on other even if Govern- 

means that non-official Imsiness will ^ iransKiBu ^^^sion. The ngbU of 

r£ j t" rr -sir •h*-..;"*:; v.. n. 

”T.s.»,«i... .M .*, }y 

nTb liHle '’in7rvenSrtas'%Mt t.y the mi mmirs and the 'j'f 

{'ss ,i;i, ‘r’K..,;bS:.''Ai isr .. 

The nUofi^ Tirovido for joint seloct committees anl joint conferences 'jvhkh it is 
confidently expected would obviate friction or want of harmony betwc'm the t j 

far-reachin" changes have been made darinp tiie paK'-a;’e of the rules m tfo* 
(louneil. The attempt to delete the piovisions for joint conference rnado hy a ( ori- 
Hress parliamentary secretary, despite the support of tiie Mmisfer ior ( urnmunications. 
Hafiz Moharamad Ilir-ahim, ‘met with failure. These ruh s provide that anv memPer 
, .V * ar . .... ,1 tjjf. dcptiitment to which the matter 


with the consent of the Mmistei in <diaip* of the deptittment ro w men rot mduti 
rel.ites, may move that it is exfiediont that any matter of fuildin impro rance o her 
tha.i a bill be leforiod to a joint conferfUioe of hotb (diambp’s i onsistirii; of a '■/fcciljf 
number of members and with instructions to rejfoit before such dare as m tv l"' 
speeified in the motion The Council has also, trot poi\ei of refernn;,^ a bill (passeii 
by the Lowor House) to a select coraraitt»io of its own in ca^e it ivas not relcned 
to a joint select committeo. ,1 .u 

Thu rules iriye complete liberty of action to the Council in connection with the 
conduct of Its business and the presti;'o and di.trnity of the Cjiper Eluusn have been 
greatly enhancc<l. 


17lh MAY -—The TIonso \mI 1 have power to hi ing a motion of no-confidence 
against Hk' Ministry wlieii tlie new Council rules winch veie passed hv the Council 
last night, cornu into foicu in .lanu next 

A Congress member moved an amendment urging tho deletion of tho rule con- 
fciiing such power oii tho Upper House. Tho amendment was supported hv Hr. 
Katju and otheis on heli ilf of the (Jovoi nmeiit but was lost by J7 to Td votes. 


C^ULSTiov or ZLiiivoArt’s Sivirs 

18th. MAY —After a discussion lasting threo and half hours, the Council adopted 
M ithout division to-dav a lesulution movcil hy Mr Muh(i}Hmnd Ahid Khan bherwaju 
that, whil (3 taking e\cc{>tiou to tho remarks lepeatedly made hv the hori Minister 
for Keveuiio that zarainders were only icnt-collectois and Thrkodars, tho houso 
w'as of opinion that zamiridars aril taliiqlars were the owners of tho laud 111 tho 
Uniteil I *ro Vinces. r 

'I’lie chief sjiokesman for tho Government was the Minister for Communications, 
Hafiz Muiiaramad Ibrahim, who pointed out that tho statement inaJo tiv tho Kovenue 
Mmistor in no way affei'.ed the position occupied hy the zamiiulais betoro too 
Congress assumed oflTico on July 17, ltH7. Hu aided the Revenue Minister s state- 
ment was based on a liistoncal fact. , , ^ 

Tho consensus of opinion among tho members and other Congressites was 
strong that the Oovornment dared not challuugo a division when the resolution 01 
disapproval of the Ministers statement was declared earned. 

Members’ Emoluments Bill 

19th. MAY •— Di. K. AT. Katju, Minister for Justice, movod to-day for considera- 
tion of the U. P. liUgislative Chambers Members’ Emoluments Bill. 

Rai Bahadur Mohanlal moved an amendment that double second class faro bo 
allowed to members instead of double inter. 

Br. Katju raised a point of order that this amendment could not be moved withou 
the sanction of the Governor under Section 82 (3) of the Government of India Act. 

The Opposition did not agree with the Minister’s contention. 
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Mr. Mohanlal Sah read out a lottor rocoived by a mrniber of the Council fiom 
Mr. J. C. Donaldson, Secretary to the Government, saying that recommendations were 
made by H. E. the Governor on the advice of his Ministers and if a recommenda- 
tion was necessary they should apply to the Minister concerned. 

The reply further added that from a preliminaiy reading of Section 82, it did not 
appear likely that a recommendation was requiied for amendments of this nature 
since they did not affect the salaries of such poisons who were chai ged under Section 
78 of the Act. The President reserved his luling. 

Stamp Act Amend. Bill 

20th MAY :“‘Tho Minister has really given us a soimon on dimocratic fiiinciplos 

and ho lias asked us to blindly ditto the decision of the lower house We liave had 

a l(‘ctuio from the Minister of Justice on our lights aud duties and wo have been 

told to bo siucere Some ill-digestcd constitutional doctiines have been irifluJed 

upon us and we are told that in money bills wo should not interfoio.’ iSiich weio 
the sentiments e.vpressod by loading members of the Opposition in the Council today 
with roferenco to the speech made by Dr Katjii on the second leading of tho Stamp 
Amendment Bill. 

In the course of his speech which provoked stiong critieisin tho Mtyvislvr of Jusffcr, 
despite the declaied intention of the Congreess j^aity to wreck the constitution fiamed 
hy tho British Pailiament, stiongly iiiged that the ujijici housi* like the House of 
Loids should not inteifeie m money bills and pioposals about taxation ’mined mg 
liom tlio lowoi house and advocated a convention A\hich had giown under tho 
English constitution. lie consideicd that tho powci of voting demands foi grants 
was not given to tho Council, intoiferenco \Mth details of taxation proposals would 
only lead to confusion in the management of public affaiis. 

Tho Ministers view of the lole of the upper house in connection with taxation 
measures framed by the (Joverumeut found no suppoit m the House and it was held 
that it was tlie boiindeu duty of the Council to examine eveiy taxation measun’ in a 
leasonablo sprit and expressed its considered opinion in an unequivocal manner. 

In the course of the interesting debate that followed, one raemli^w denounced the 
Congress Goveinment loi being ‘extremely unresponsive to public opinion’ and stated 
tliat public moneys were being wasted for paity propaganda wliilo another incrnhoi 
said that tho Government must necessarily bo demoeiatie tiebue thev asked ilie 
House to follow democratic traditions. Theio aie no less than KXj amendments tallied 
to tlie Stamp Amendment and Court Fees Amendment Ihlls and it is fanly ceifam 
that those raeasuies would not liave a smooth passage in the Uppoi House 

The net result of tho amendments tabled to the Stamp Amendment Bill, said Oi 
Xatju, would be complete rejection of the Bill. 

CouuT Fees Act Amend. Bill 

23rd. MAY The Council retiiined to tho Lower House the Couit Foes Act Amend- 
raent Hill, Mr. Ram Chandra Gupta’s amendment being earned by FI to 11 votes. 

The President gave his ruling on tho point of order raised hy l)i. Katju on May 
19. He recalled sub-section 82 (3) of tho Government of India Act quoted hy i)i 
Katju duiing discussion in tho Legislative Cliambors Mcmbeis Emoluments Bill wlieii 
the Opposition sought to move an amendment that double second class faro be allowed 
to tlic raembcis instead of double inter class. Sv' Sitaram, President, agreeing witli 
tho Advocate-General and tlie Opposition, said tliat to uphold tins contention w’ould 
bo tantamount to restricting tho scope of these rules consideiably and leave a smious 
gap in cases of Bills other tlian iion-ofScial bills introduced in the Council for wlueli 
no provision will have been left. 

24ih. MAY:— All the past records wero broken by tho Council to-day in flio 
number of defeats inflicted on tho Government in rapid succession in connection 
with consideration of the Court Fees (Act) Amendment Bill. Government benches 
looked discomfited and disconsolate when amendment after amendment was earned by 
the Opposition reducing nrovisions of the bid almost to a nullity. No less than six 
amendments woie adopted by the House in the tooth of the opposition of tho Miniatei 
for Justice. There were five divisions in all in four of which Government wore 
defeated. Tho last division resulted in a tie, the voting being 15 for and 15 against. 
The Piesident was called upon to exercise his casting vote and acting on certain 
principles where tho status quo had been maintained ho voted against tlio amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Ram Chandra Oupta for the deletion of the clause. This gave 
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the Ooverament aa UQerpected victory over the Opposition. The Pfesident’e diel^an 
ahoat this casting vote was received with cheers from the Con^eu benches. Dana^T 
one of the divisions Lady Wazir Hasan, who was the consistent sapporter or the 
Government, was shut out as she arrived when the doors had been closed after the 
divisioL hell rang. 

When Dr. Katju was called upon to move tJie third raading of the Bili after aJi 
the amendments on the order paper were disposed of by the House, he said : ‘I am 
not completely satisfied with the result of the debate, t am maldng this motion so 
that tiie Legislative Assembly might have an opportunity of expressing its own viewe 
on the decision taken here*. This was an open hint that the amaadments passed by 
the Upper Honse would be turned down by the Lower House. 

Both yesterday and to-day the House had carried seven amendments to the Court 
Fees bill as passed by the Assembly and this was the fifth bill which would go back to 
the Assembly for reconsideration. Owing to the wide divergence of opinion on a 
number of bills a joint session of the two Houses of Legislature had now become* 
inevitable. 


Himbibs’ Emolumixts Bilc 

2Sth. MAY '-“lint foi a little heat engendered in today’s Council b,y an erchaiiige 
of some unpleasant ejdthets between a Minister and a member of the Opposition 
there was nothing exciting in connexion with the discussion of the amendments to 
the United Provinces L^islutive Chambers (Members' Kmoluments) Bill which was 
hnJly passed into law in the form in which it was sent fiom the Lower House. 
On the assurance given by the Minister of Justice that the provision for two inter 
class fares was by no means meant to be derogatory to the members of the Honse, 
the amendment substituting double second class fare was withdrawn. The other 
amendments were similarly withdrawn and there was no occasion for a division. 

In connection with the incident between a Minister and a member of the Opposi- 
tion, the President earnestly requested the lion, mombci to preserve the dignity of 
the House which was in thdit own hands and uiged that they should disperse in 
good humour on the last day of the session, lie added • ‘Let us in the mnno of the 
dignity of the house desist fiom such attacks either on one side or the other. I 
shall not, therefore, allow any leferenco to this incident which I hope will bo closed 
once for all.' 

After the Bill was passed into law, the Mouse adjourned line die. 
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Proceedings of the Bihar Assembly 

Budget Session --Patna — Sih. March to 31st. March 193S 

P'lN'lXCll.L tirAT^Mt^T I‘OK IQSS-liO 

The Congress itiuistry’s Budget for 1938-39 was presonted in the Bihar Legislative 
Assembly at Pahia on the Sth. March 1938. It showed a smalt surplus. 

Mr. Sri Krtfihun Sinhn. Iho Prime Ministoi , read Itiu t)adget spued) of the Finance 
Minister, fill*. Anttrjrcthn Narayav Sinhn^ who was still in liospital for treatment of 
injuries received in December in a motor accidout. 

The Finance Minister, in the s]ieecl)« siaid ^‘*Our nuxt exiieudituro is all intended 
to improve the people’s tonditJou mentalJy, morally, physically and materially. When 
all our schemes liavo been fully at woik, wo hope wo shall have the shh^fftctiou of 
seeing the people fairly advancea on the wa.v to prosperity.” 

After dealing with the revised estimates for 1937-38, iiio Finauco Miiiiatoi* said that 
fiom the financial point of view the results of 1037-38 wcie likely to be eatisfaeiory 
and the financia! position of the province wonld slightly improve that yeai', bat this 
was solely because the expenditure was kept down ‘to an imposbib^y low level in 
order to secure a balanced budget. 

For 1938-39 the Minister estimated that Ks r>()r> and ono-fuutfh iaiiis was available 
for expooditure. The expondituro chaigcd to revoinio. lucluding the reserve of eight 
lakhs to moot new schemes which are in com so of preparation, comes to Us. 502 
lakbs while tlio expenditure not chaiged to revenue comes to one lakh seventy six 
thousand making a total of Rs. 501 lakhs. The budget therefore shows a surplus of 
Rs. 297,000 of which Rs. 1,70,000 will be used for meeting capital expenditure and 
Rs. 1,30,000 will be taken for the ordinary balanco. 

The Finance Minister, therefore, claimed that this yeai the province again has a 
surplus budget although he was not satisfied with this. “It is clearly necessary, if 
the schemes which my colle^ucs and I have in mind are to be financed, rotreuc'h- 
ment should ruthlessly eliminate items of unnecessary aud extravagant expenditure 
and new sources of revenue should be fully developed.” 

The revenue side of the budget this year includes fiesh sources of le venue. About 
throe and half lakhs have been ad<}ed to the revenue under stamps as anticipatcil 
from the extra income derived from tho onhancement on noii-judicial stamps. A 
small provision of thirty tliousand rupees lias been included as the estimated receipts 
from the entertainment tax. The buaget also includes provision of nearly thirteen 
lakhs as the estimates receipts from tho Government of India as tho piovince’s share 
of tinoome-tax. 

Regarding the lemaioing figures the Minister estimates a diop of about two and 
half }«&hs under land revenue. There weie increased leueipts of six lakhs under 
< ivil works. He drew attenfiou to two items, particularly excise aud irrigation, 
(hider excise he has budgotted for a drop of seventeen lakhs from the figure tidren 
in the revhsed. Out of this, six lakhs represents the lass which he anticipates in the 
ordinary course of auctions and the remaining eleven lakhs is due to the deliberate 
policy of the Government in encouraging temperance and enforcing prohibition. Sir 
and half lakhs of this is tho estimated cost of prohibition in Saran district and the 
remainder, cancellation of the settlement of some 450 shops situated in unsaitable 
places and complete closing of shops in other areas. Tho last is estimated to reduce 
the revenue by seventy-live thousand. Ruder irrigation, he had allowed for a le- 
duction of two lakhs. 

Dealing with expenditure, he referred to the question of retieuchmeut. The esti- 
mates do not provide considerable items of retrenchment. “A province like Bihar, 
where tlie expenditure is already at so low a figure, where such a large percentage of 
expenditure is spent on salaries of officials, it is difficult to arrive forthwith at any 
striking economies. Provisions for economies, however, have been introduced in this 
budget.” The reduction of travelling allowance is under considaratioa by which he 
hoped to save approximately one lakh; yearly. The pi o vision for the Ranohi esodus 
has also been omitted and other minor retroochmonts have been provided. The two 
taxation measures which the legislature adopted were not calculated to yield more 
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than four lakhs ytorly and no hope could ho huilt thereon for a snbitaatial improvi- 
BlOBt fn the prOTlnce’s floanoial position. “Oar sheet anchor for the time being 
is the proposed fax on agricultural income.'’ llie Bill in this connection, whioh is 
pending berore the House, when enacted, fs expected to^yielJ forty to fifty lafchs 
yearly. 

Xho KftnTstei' stressed the imporfauoe of the problem of poverty, unemployment 
aud indebtedness of the peasantry and stated that detailed schemes have been already 
undertaken or are nnder consideration for solving these. He referred to the legisla- 
irve enactments designed to afford relief to agriculturists in various directions and to 
other schemes for the amelioration of the lot of the masses, the economic optlft of 
tlie province generally, including measures to combat floods, which have been under 
consideration, and others providing for ii ligation facilities, encouraging indastrialisalion 
improving jails, improving education including orperimenting with the Wardha 
sobeme, consideration of problems relating to a common language os the medium of 
uistiuctiun, military training, medical relief, public heattii, labour welfare, unamploy* 
ment, coiruption in Oovernmeut offlees, and introduction of prohibition. Tlie new 
provision for a nurtrition scheme costing lls. 6,000 is to suggest an adequate diet at 
a miuimuin cost and advise the bast possible diet for the money spent by the popu- 
Taiion at large. 

Other provisions fui new schemes includes Rs. 0,4i>0 foi special suholai ships to 
UariiaQs, its. 10^000 for scholarships to llomius (backward Moslems), Rs. 3,4^ for 
special schohu'ships to aboriginals, lis. 1 


and ODO-fourih lakhs for a ^rant to district 
Rs. '44,000 for improvement in the eualpmeot of hos- 
ttULi uis|fous4ift tv£>| jiwo. 000 <1 for medical relief in ru.i*al areas Ks. ^B,0OQ for the 
piovention and cave oi cholera ami Rs. 50,0CK3 for improvemeat of communication in 
Ijhotaiisgpur. 


boards for rural wator-supplvC 
pitals and dispensaries. Ks. 2u,< 


Osoi'A Niurut Antsu. Bill 

Afiei the pr<isuutation of the Budget, the House took up ccusideraiiou of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Amendment Bill, which was intended to Improve the condition of 
(oiiantiy of the Cbota Nagpnr area, an^assed tho Bill, as reported by the select 
rommitfeo, in lass than an hour. The House then adjourned till March 7. 

Till PnoHiamu.v Biel 

7tii. MARCH '—The intiodaction of the l^rohihition Bill by Mi. Juglal (Jhuudli4iry 
Excise Minister, was the main business transacted by the Assembly to-day. The Bill 
was modelie<I on the iccent Madras enactment and empowered the Government to in- 
ti oduce proliibitioii, lu selected areas, of on© or more excisable articles and extond.it 
to other areas. 

The Bill, however, provided for the following exemptions: (1) iieetiiied spirit and 
diugs required for modical, sciontiho and industrial purposes, (2) grants of personal 
permits to those wlio in tho opinion of the Oovernment may be specially exempted 
and permitted to keep or consume liquor or drags, (3) issue of lioenoes to clubs and 
other institutions and to their members to possess liquor and (4) liquor requir^ for 
IrODiflde religious purposes. The BUI farther provided for effective prevention, de- 
tention. investigation aud prosecution of an offence against the Act and also for colla- 
boration of anti-drink committees and honorary workers with officers charged with 
fhe duty of the administration of the act. 

(jiNEiiAL Discussion ov BuDoiLr 

8th. & 9tii. MARCH . -The general discussion of the budget was held on these 
two days. A feature of the debate was the argument about the reiationship between 
Bengalis and Bihaiis in tlie iirovince. A ]»oint was raised on the 8th. by Mr. 
Mamndra Nath Mukherjee who, replying to a complaint that Bengalis preponderated 
in Oovernrnout services and private concerns, had characterised Biharis as incom- 
petent and unenterprising. Ho objeuied to Mr. Krishna Bailabh Sahay’s reference to 
Bengalis as foreigners in a speech iu the last session. Dr. Sachidonanda Sinha^ 
replying to Mr. Mukliorji, said, thac the references to Mr. Krishna Bailabh Sahay 
were uupariiameutary. it was a fajt that Bengalis preponderated in the services 
and other coneorus, aud this the Government could not prevent. As for Biharii 
being incompetent and unenterprising, he quoted Su* F. C. Ray’a book wherein the 
author had chaiacterised Bengalis aimdarly, and hoped that sach inflammatory speeches 
would not be fndulged in the future. 
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After several meuibuis had spukeo^ some of whom poiuted out the ueed for the 
proyisloD of greater eduoational facilities, others on offeotiog economy in erpendltnre 
apd one on protooting the pvoviuce from air attacks, Srimati Saraswathi Devi stressed 
(he need for women’s uplift. 

Replying on behalf of tho Goveriimout Mr. Jagatnarain LaU Parliamentary Seora- 
iary, said that the budget represented tho efforts of the Ministry to implement the 
CTongress programme and while working tho Act, thuir ultimate aim was to wreck it. 
Turning to prohibition he said that tho scheme was generally favoured throughout 
the country and hoped that the Government would receive their wholehearted support 
in this holy cause. The Government wore doing their best to improve irrigation with 
which was connected tho electrification scheme, for which a preliminary survey was 
being made. The Govciumeut would try to raise a loan for implementing the 
constructive schemes but had to move wuth caution. Provision for schofarshipB for 
military training had been made to see how fai the people availed themselves of this 
opportunity The question ol air raids did not arise so far as Bihar was ooncerned 
The Government sympathised with the gtiovauces of the backward classes and would try 
to ledress them far as resources allowed. The House thou adjourned until the lOtli. 

The Prohiiutiux Bill (Conto.) 

19lh. MARCH. -Ml. Juylal Choudhury^ Excise Minister, moved to-day that the 
Piohibition Bill bo referred to a select committee. Sii Oanesh Dutt Stngh moved 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose ol eliciting opmion by April 35. Thu 
motion was lost. 

Replying to tho debate, Mr. Srt Krishna Stnha, Premier, said that the Govern- 
ment would tail every source of levenue to make up the loss resultant from Prohibi- 
tion. It was tiie duty of the Government to intervene and save the people from 
things which were dangerous to their health and drained out their money. Govern- 
ment did not stand in the way of enjoyment of the people but wanted that they 
should spend money for useful things. He pointed out that the material oonditiou 
of the people had improved in areas in Madras wheie Piohibition had been introduced. 

Voting on Budget Peha.nd& 

2 lit. MARCH : — The House took up the voting on demands for grants to-day. Several 
token cuts w'ore moved on the demand under the bead General Administration for a 
sum of Ks. 50,70.946, one of which evoked prolonged discussion on the flood problem 
in North Bihar and the irrigational facilities The Prime Minister, the hon, Mr 
Srikrishna Stnha replying, pointed out the difficulties encountered by the Govern- 
ment in this mattei and said that they, hiwevei w^ere doing theii utmost as fai as 
practicable with theii financial resources. 

22n<i. MARCH Discussion continued to-da^ on the ilood problem and iidga- 
tional facilities, with a view' to discussing the Government s irrigation policy and 
allied matters. Replying to the debate, the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Binha^ Prime 
Minister stated that the Government weie fully aware of the gravity of the situation 
caused by occasional floods and were doing everything possible to alleviate the 
suffering and distress caused thereby, together with improving irrigation in the 
province. 

The proceedings were enlivened by a debate on the discontinuance of the exodus 
to Ranchi this year, raised by another token cut. Chota Nagpur members voiced 
strong resentment against the decision and pointed out that the interests of that area 
were being neglected, especially as it was unrepresented in the Cabinet. They 
stressed the importance of Chota Nagpur, which was different from tho rest of tho 
province for which reason it was desirable that the Government should maintain a 
closer contact with it. 

The motion was opposed by Congress members. Mr, Binodananda Jha, Pai-lia- 
mentary Secretary, explained that the interests of Chota Nagpur wore not neglected 
by non-representation in the Cabinet. Tho various ameliorative measures undertaken 
by the Ministry for the masses applied equally to Chota Nagpur where, if necessary, 
different legislation^ would be taken up Among the difficulties of going to Ranohi, 
the question of finance was not the least. 

Chota Nagpur members wore still dissatisfied with the reply and the Premier 
assured them that he wrould consider with his colleagues the possibility of meeting 
their grievances. The demand under Genera! Administration was passed by the 
Honse wbiob then adjourned. 
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^23-28 Min. ’38 ] VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 

23vd. MARCH: — Several members, through cut motions to-day, ventilated ^theii 
grievanoes regarding the drainage system in speoified areas, the prevalance ofidisease. 
etc. They also oame forward with proposals for improving the health of the province 
by the establishment of gymnasia throughout the province, the formation of health 
assooiations etc. It was stated on behalf of the Government that they were anxious 
to prevent epidemics but the budget provision did not permit the proposals outlined 
by the members being carried out immediately. They had several schemes under 
consideration, which would be put into effect in due course. 

The increase of mosquitoes in parts of North Bihar and the provalance of plague 

in Bettia were discussed through other cuts and the Government in reply explained 

that mosquito problem was not easy to solve, but would require investigation and 
large sums of money. As for plague, inoculation treatment was being carried on at 
Bettia and Government had also approached the Haffkine Institute, at Bombay, for 
plague serum, but the latter could not give them supplies as the work was still in 
an experimental stage. 

24th. MARCH The need for taking effective measures b;^ the Government for 
stopping the sale of adulterated and unwholesome foodstuffs in the towns and railway 
stations in the Province and the general public health policy were discussed through 
a number of cut motions to-day. 

Replying on behalf of the Government, Mi. Binodananda Jha, Parliamentary 
Secretarv, said that with a view to preventing the adulteration of food-stuffs, the 
present legislation would bo amended and with the co-operation of railway authorities, 
municipal and local bodies and the public, it would bo possible to bring about an 

improvement in the quality of the foodstuffs .c^ld. As regards the public health 

policy which had been criticised as being unable to eradicate epidemics and improve 
the health of the Province, it should be understood that the Public Health Depart- 
ment was an advisory department and had no band in the executive admiuistration 
which was carried out by municipalities and district boards under whom the depart- 
ment placed many of their staff when required, some even permanently. The depart- 
ment was concerned more with preventive than with curative measures. The Govern- 
ment. however, had several schemes regarding the combating of various diseases, 
which would come Into effect In duo course. 

25th. MARCH For the first time in the budget ses.sioii of the Assembly to-day a 
division was called on a cut motion which was lost by 77 to 15 votes. The cut was moved 
by 8ir Qanesh Dutta Stngh on the supplementary demand under the head Agricul- 
Turo for acquiring the Sugarcane Research Station at Musheri, belonging to tlie 
Imperial U^unoil of Agricultural Research Station at Musheri, for starting a seed 
nursery. The Government in reply stated that Pusa was situated at a distance from 
Muzaffarpur and the sugarcane crop at Pusa would be unable to meet the seed require- 
ments of the Darbhanga and Muzaffarpur districts. The entire cost would have to be 
met from the grant out of the Sugarcane Excise Fund. 

The rest of the supplementary demands, numbering twenty, lundor various heads, 
was passed after disoussion. 

26th. MARCH The Assembly devoted a day-long discussion raised by a single 
cut motion on the demand under the head Agricultural imnrovement. Dr. Sped 
Mahmud^ Development Minister, replied that the point raisea by the speaker had 
alreadv been given effect to or was under consideration. The Minister announced 
that the Government of India had agreed to the establishment of a broadoasting 
station at Patna very soon, which would servo for propaganda purpose also. 

28th. MARCH : — The Department of Agtioulture was severely oiiticlsed as being 
a top-heavy administration, serving no useful purpose in connection with cultivation, 
through a series of cut motions, Including some by congress members. The budget 
demand under the head Agriculture was, however, ultimately passed after the cut 
motions were withdrawn, 

A few constructive suggestions were also offered for improving the agricultural 
conditions, such as the distribution of improved varieties of seeds, soientifio manuri^, 
the use of modern implements, the improvement of breed and draught bullocks ana 
the establishment of a college for aj^rioultural teaching. Mr. Jagjiwan Ram. ParJia- 
atatary Seorttary, said that the oritioisms made had beea generally destroetive while 
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})0 liad boped tha.t more oonstructtve sii^gfestious would he pieced. Tbe Goverimoent 
oouid oot effect a dristio cut on the salaries of !)tgh officials of the Department. 1%e 
aotirities of the Department covered most of the points raised h.v the members. The 
OoTernment realisea the need for establishing an Agrieultural College, but were pre- 
vented from doing so immediately for rmancihl reasons. 

2Mii. MARCH The Assembly passed to-day tlitce Budget dejaiands binder the 
heads Veterirmry, Co-operative and Industries. 

A cut motion moved to discuss the necessity of maintaining the Vetarioary 
College was withdrawn after the Government reply emphasising the importanoa of 
cattle in a primarily agricultural country for which a Vetei inary College was 
essential. 

Cut motions on “Co-operation ’ referred to the Government’s ''ajiathy’' to the 
co-operation movement and were withdrawn after Vr. Mahmud^ Development Minister 
had replied that the Government wa*? doing cveiv thing possible to rehabilitate the 
movement. 

Cut motions on ‘^Indnsiries’ woie withdrawn after the (iovernment had replied 
explaining the measures falcen in connexion with tlie industrial devf-topraent of the 
Pminco 

30lli. MARCH .—Tlie Assembly passed the Budget dcmaDil under the head Edu- 
cation for a sum of I?s. 67,49.895 after a day long discussiou raised through a cut 
motion urging the reduction of the salaries' of college piofessois. Othei subject! 
discussed were unemploymenf, the introduction of five and compul.soiy primary 
education and the encniiragement of women's education and Oiiciital studies. The 
Govaroment spokesman stated that the whole question of retrenchment was being 
examined and a committee would he appointed shortly in this connection. The Lou. 
Dr. Sj/ed Mahmvdy EdnoaBon Minister, winding up the debate, referred to the langu- 
age problem, which the Congress Government, through tiie assistance of Babu 
itajendra Prasad, had solved to a great extent and he said a committee had been 
appointed to evolve a common langnage. As the problem of sciipt was very difficult 
at present the Government had decid^ to retain both the Hindi and Urdu scripts 
The Government would also reorganise the system of teaching of clas.sical and Oriental 
subjects. The Government themselves were anxious to lemove illiterBuy fiom the 
iTovince and would give every consideration to the vaiious proposals effered by the 
members. 

Slat. MARCH|:— The guillotine -had to be applied at 5 p. m. for ))aising all 
the Budget demands which had been left over while the discussion an the demand 
under the head Police was in progress to-day. 

In a spirited reply to a heated debate on the Police demand, raised through a cut 
urging the necessity for exercising greater vigilance with a view ft) stopping corrup- 
tioD In the Department among the lower ranks, the hon. Mr. Sri Knshim Sinha^ 
Premier of Bihar, said that he had made it clear on vaidous 

occasions that he had idontiffed his honour with that of the polico and any 

abeiralion on the f»^art of tho police pained him gieally. After bolos «n- 

trustod with the chaige of the Department for eight months, ho fully understood the 
sAoredneas of the duties of tho police. No doubt a change !n haait had to he brought 

about in police officers, in which he expected the co-operation of tho public. The 

Ptemier said that be had appealed to toe entire force to that effect at the last Police 
Conference and Parade and he believed that the appeal had not been made fn vain. 
He was aanguloe that if his Government continued for a reasonable length of time, 
the neoessarv change in outlook would be acoompllabed. Tlie police forco after all 
•consisted of human* beings who were exposed to numerous temptations and had tr> 
carry out tlieir duties in the fane of grave dtngei’. The Premier believed that he 
woQ!d|)iave|the support and co-operation of nio superior officers in stamping out 
corruption. A Committee had been appointed fn this connection, which he hoped 
would ei'olvo ways and moans of reducing con*uption. An Opposition member had 
pointed out tlmt there had been an increase in crime since the Congress accepted 
office. This, the Premier said, was not true and the figures showed that the ertsie 
wave|reaebed its greatest height in 1930 within recent years. Hit Government had 
been unfairly accused of negligence in aHowlog murders being committed freely. On 
the contrary every case of v'lolence was investigatsd and dealt with, aecordin^o jaw. 
Reference had been made to politicals and the fleveimnent were criticised lec their 
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release as a false step. He had not released the politicals until he was confident 
that they would not resort to violence. He had consulted Mr. Gandhi himself before 
the release and tho latter had told him that he should satisfy himself of their 
good faith, 

Tho cut motion was withdiawn and tho rest of the demands including the heads 
Medical, ,Iails, Administration of Justice, Land Revenue and Excise fell under the 
giiilloth^e and weio iiassod within fifteen minutes. The House then adjourned. 


April — June Session — Patna — Isl. April to 29th. June 1938 

Beiimj Tlxvnts’ Relief Bill 

lit. APRIL :-“TliO Assembly to-day discussed the Bihar Restoration of Bakasht 
Lands and Ix’eductiou of Arroats of Rt*nt Hill, introduced and moved for reference to 
a Select Curnmittce by tlie hon. Mr. Sri Kttsfnia Stn/ia^ .the Premier. The Bill was 
II siipplcintmtarv mcasuie t) the tenancy legislation recently enacted and was designed 
to afield fmthcr itlict to the tenantiy by proviiing foi the restoration of lands sold 
in cxocntion ef de -iecs foi ai rears of rmits. 

Sii (JfiTK'sh Duffd foirnoi Minister, moved for tlio circulation of the Bill 

Inr (dicitiMg [lubhc (ipinion. (Jjiposition mcinh<‘rs ie[)resenting zarnindaii interests, 
pointed out that the Bill woulu operate harshly on the petty zamiudar while the 
Congiess rnmnh'us supporled thii measiin' energetically. 

'I'he Pnrne Munstei, tlio hen Mr. Srt Knahna Snu/h introducing and moving 
a lefeieiua* to the select Committee of tlie Bill ‘•aid that the Bill was designed at the 
icstoiation of Bakisht lands to the original tenants and the reduction of arrears of 
leuts in ceitain ca' es Explaining the neeil foi this measure the Pnmo Minister said 
that uheii piici's wi'ie higli theie was an aifificial inorea^-o iii the income of tho 
peopli* in< hiding tlie agi icultnrists, but when piices came down eveiy section of the 
people was hit and the iigiu uitni ists wsuo hit the hiidest and tenants were put to 
je.al diflii’ ilt\ and haidship. C'>nscfjuenily most tt nants eouM not pay their rents, 
which resnlt-'d in a iminliei of rents suits. p Was tlieiefort* neoessaiv in such cases 
()1 hardslnp to tenants atising o it of ciKum',tan'*es over which they )iad no contiol, 
that I’elief sliould l»e given fe them If good fecliiig was to be lestoied between land- 
loids and tenants, lands wlin li had passei out of the liands of the tenants should bo 
lestoied to the lattci Jlieiefoie, an attempt was made in this Bill to restore such 
lands to the ongiria' tenants tind-u c-rtain conditions. One of the conditions for tho 
K^stoiation of bakasht lands was that half tho docictal amount shoulil bo paid to the 
landlord. But it was difh-‘ult to pay even ties half in one lump. Therefore tho tenants 
had heen given the right to |»ay in livn* equal instalments spread over five years. 
Eiiiluio to pay iristalnieiit f<)r (wo conseoufivo years would entitle the landlord to 
apply for a restoiatmii of the land. AVith regard to tho smaller landlords the Premier 
said that they stood on a ilitlMent footing because they w’ore landloi’ds only in a 
technical sense and weie depeiidenr for their livelihood on" cultivation and, therefore, 
exemption had been made iii tho ease of such landlords whose income w’as up to a 
eertaiu level. Tlio .second piiiicipU* embodied in the Bill, the Prime Minister e.vplain- 
t'd, was the scaling dow’ii of an ears of leut. During a peiiod of low prices it became 
diflieult foi tenauts to adjust their needs to their income and they fell into arrears of 
rents Although no regular economic enquiry had heen made it was admitted that 
tenants were heavily indehtej owirivg to the l.dl in puces and other leasons and 
their condition w^as verging on insolv«*n(;v. The aireais of nnit wore a sort of debt 
and it w^as nocossaiy, llierefoio, to save the tenants and reduce their arrears by !aw. 
There weio two classt's of anoais ; one class wms to he reduced w’hile the other was 
to lie wiped off. Xheiofore, the ton.ants were given tho right to apply to the 
('lolloctor for wnping off or reduction of arrears oneoitam conditions. Mr. Sri Krishna 
Sinha concluded that salutary checks w^ere also provided in tlio Bill on this power 
given to the Collector. 

Mr. C. r. N. Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, agreeing (hat the measure would 
provide relief to tlie tenantry, said that zatnindars did not want to stand in its way. 
He supported tho Premier’s motion for reference to the select committee. D/scussion 
had not concluded when the House adjouined till tho 4th. 

4th. APRIL: — 'While tho raembois representing landed property inteiests criticised 
the Bill as entailing hardship on tho Zaraindars, the Congress members, Boheduled 
Caste and Kisan spokesmen urged a widening of tho provisions of the Bill in oider 
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to accord greater facilities to the tenantry. Mr. Baldeva Sahay^ Advocate-General, on 
behalf of the Government, explaining the legal aspect of the Bill, replied to the 
objections raised by the Opposition members. The House then adjourned. 

5lh. APRIL ‘Within the ambit of the Government of India Act, the Provincial 
Legislature had power to enact legislation of the most revolutionary character. It 
could abolish tho Zamindari system itself made under the Permanent Settlement. 
When there is the suppoit of public opinion, the Governor-General would have to 
grant his sanction to such a measure if attempted to bo enacted’, said Mr. Sri 
Krishna Stnha^ Prime Munster, replying to the debate to-day. 

The motion for circulation was negatived, while tho Prime Minister’s motion was 
carried without a division. 


Agricultural Income-Tax Bill 

The Prime Minister then moved for consideration of the Bihar Agiicultural 

Income-tax Bill as reported by the Select Committee. 

Sir Oanesh Dutt Stngh moved for recirculation of tho Bill for olicting public 

opinion as certain new provisions had been added to the Bill by the Select ("om- 
raittee. The Premier ^ replying, pointed out that the Bill had been discussed threadbare 
by the Committoo which had power to add clauses. Theio was no ncce.ssity for 
eliciting public opinion. 

The Bill was then taken up for consideration clause by clause. A laigo number 
of amendments bad been tabled. A discussion arose on taxing income of religious 
institutions and charitable endowments. Tuo Moslem members resented strongly 
any attempt to include such an income m the purview of tho Act and said tho 

Congress Govoinment would do well not to uitorforo with rehgioas matter. The 

House then adjourned. 

7t3i. APRIL Discussion was continued yesterday and today ovor the amend- 
ment, in the couise of which several members,* mostly Moslems, expressed vehement 
opposition and the Assembly adjouinod again to lesurne discussion on the 11th, 

Mr. Baladeva Sahay^ Advocate-Gcneial, leplying to tho debate, said that taxation 
of agricultural income of Wakfs was not repugnant to Islamic laws and tho Quorau 
did not contain injunctions prohibiting taxation of "Wakfs. Tho Government had no 
intention to interfere with tho religious light, neither was tliis taxation an infraction 
of tho personal laws of Moslems, If the present clause was not wanted tho 

Government were willing to insert another clause jiroviding exemption of Wakfs 

meant for religious aud charitable purposes aud whose income was spent on thoso 
objects alone. 

Mr. C, P. N. Si?iha^ Leader of the opposition, made a vigorous plea for exemp- 
tion of religious trusts from the operation of tho raeasuio unconditionally. Hmau 

endowments were made purely for religious purposes and tho incomes * of such 

endowments would not be utilized for personal expend. tuie. As tin* endowmonts 
could not be spent by tho successors of those who endowed the pioporty, there was 
no need for putting any conditions. 

1 1th. APRIL The proceedings took a new turn to-day when Moslem Opposition 
against taxation of charitable endowments reached a climax. Uitimatcdy, however, it 
proved ineffective, and the amendment moved by a Congress member for deletion of 
clause 3 of the Bill was passed after being piossed to a aivis.on. The clause wanted 
exemption of Moslem wakfs from taxation. 

The Moslem members of the opposition in a ioint statement unaniously declared 
their emphatic protest against taxation of charitable endowments, public or private, 
and held that since the Government had disregarded their sentiments which were 
based on religious grounds, they would oppose the Bill throughout clau.se by clause. 

Referring to the telephonic conversation held between the Premier and Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, of the Congress Parliamentary Boaid, regarding taxation of 
Moslem charitable property after which tho Premier had accepted the vieiv that 
trusts of a public nature should bo exempted, Mr. C. P. N. Sinha, Leader of the 
Opposition said that he did not agree with the view of the Government and 
maintained that charitable endowments of all kinds should be exempted from 
taxation. 

The Premier explained that the State was the supremo body which held the 
ffnal responsibility for safeguarding rights and property. Certain economic adjust- 
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ments had to be made. The Government did not intend to wound the religious 
susceptibilities of the Moslems. The latter should have no hesitation in allowing 
endowments of a private kind being taxed. While the amendment under discussion 
wanted deletion of the clause providing exemption from taxation of charitable trusts, 
the position had now changed and a frosh amendment would be brought in em- 
bodying the proposal which ho put forward. 

The amendment was carried by 75 votes to 33. Two other amendments from the 
opposition m<*mbtTS, one for altering the rate of taxation on high income and another 
for reducing all rates and exempting income below Rs. 10,000 from taxation, were 
lost when piessed to a division. Tho House then adjourned. 

National Militia for Beiiar 

12th APRIL:— The Assembly devoted almost tho entire dav to discussion of 
an unofficial icsolution recommending to tho Government to take necessary steps 
to organise a National Militia for Bihar on tho lines of the Indian Territorial Force 
and maintain a tiained volunteer corps as reserve foice ready for mobilisation 
in times of emeig-moy, tho Militia consisting of five hundred cadets from 
each di&tiict Tho resolution suggested that training, uniform equipment and 
allowances shall be provided by tho Provincial Government and a committee be 
appointed to frame rules to woik out details in this connection. 

Tho resolution, which received general suppoit, w^as passed in a slightly amended 
form, namelv, deleting the later half of the resolution after the word emergency 
and adding that piovision be made for militaiy training in schools and colleges and 
the estabhslirneut of a separate military training school. During the discussion the 
British Government were severely criticised by various members “for sufiphong the 
military spiiit of Indians”, which was recognised in ancient days all over the woild, 
and reducing them to a state of dependence on foreign power for the defence of 
the country. The necessity for reviving the martial spirit, inculcating self-iolianco 
through military training in order to defend the country in view of the war menace, 
was stressed by otlier members. 

Employment op Beuaris in Industries 

I4lh. APRIL “The next two yeais would witness an enormous industrial develop- 
ment in this province and mineral and otlier resources would bo exploited for utilisa- 
tion on a scale never undei taken before. It was up to Biharis to show entcrpiiso and 
make souous ctToits to take full advantage of the growth of industries and make up 
their inadequate rcfiresentation of employment theiein”, said Dr. Syed Mahmud^ 
Development Mmisttu, replying to tho debate raised by an unofficial resolution by a 
Congress member urging the Government to take steps to secure employment of at least 
eighty peicent of Biharis in all classes of employment in industrial concerns aided 
by tile Government. 

Dr. Mahmud said while the Government sympathised whole-hcaitedly with the 
spirit of the resolution, tho Government could not compel bv law the industiies to 
increase employment of Biharis. Bihatis themselves were greatly responsible if they 
were insufficientlv represented in industries, since they had not been entoi prising 
enough while capitalists from outside tho province came forward to meet the situation. 
Certain industiies like coal were mostly owned by foreign concerns in possession of 
long-term leases while otheis like sugar were protected industiies and could not be 
compelled to increase tho number of Bihaiis employed by them. In *a concern like 
tho Tatas’ some amount of pressure could bo applied so far as unskilled labour was 
concerned, but they complained that sufficient number of skilled workers were not 
available among Biharis. 

A Bcheino was being prepared whereby training in civil engineering would be re- 
organised in order to turn out larger number of engineers in technical subjects, for 
which a separate college would be opened. Ho assured that the Government would 
do everything possible to meet the demand of the members. 

^ Tho resolution which was vigorously supported by the Congress members, was 
withdrawn after tho Ministers reply. 

Farm Labour in Bihar 

The next resolution, also moved by Congress members, reeommonded the appoint- 
ment of a committee of members of the House and other experts to investigate condi- 
tion of agricultural labour in tho province and make recommendation within six 
months. Discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned till the 19th April. 
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APRIL The resolution evoked prolonged discussion to-day and was widely 
supported by (Congress members, who pointed out the hard.shii»s under whicli agricultu- 
ral lahoui CIS suffered and urged the necessity for amtdioiatiiig tlunr ecjonumic condition. 
Mr. Jagnt Naraiv Lal^ Parliamentaiy t^ociotary, leplying to tlie debate, said tliat the 
several legislative measures undertaken by the Government would piuve beneficial to 
agricultural labourers also and hence the appointment of a ('Joramitfee at pusont was 
not feasible. After fuither enquiiy into the condition of the agncultuial labouiois, 
ways and moans would bo devised to improve their lot Mr UomKh /V(/sa(/, mover of 
the resolution, being satisfied with the^Goveinmont repl>, wanti'J to witlidiaw the leso- 
lution but witlidraw'al was opposed by Sn Oancsli Duit Singh, who cliallengtul tlio 
motiou to a division wdieioupon the resolution w’as lost by 78 to 2d votes. 

Auricultcral Income-Tax Bill (Covtd ) 

20th. APRIL: — The Assembly to-day resumed consideiation of tie* Jhhai Agnciil- 
tural Income-tax Bill. Opposition to the Bill was st lengthened by .Moslem memlieis, 
issuing a joint statement a few days ago, that they wnml i opp is.‘ tin' Bill at ommv 
stage, owing to Moslem private chaiitablo endowments bciin; included wmIuu tin* 
pill view of tho Bill. 

To-day tbeio W'as a rift in the oiiposition when Mr C. J\ N Smhn, L'e! *!* «d 
the Opposition moved an amendment to tbo clause n'lating to laics of Tax.itiou pi»*- 
posed in the Bid. Mr. M Yunus, Leader of the Mosloin Indi'inMidioit T.iitx, o| p<i> I 
tho amendment stating that he believed it w'us the lesiilt vf rouijMomi.se letwi 'u 
Zamindars and the Ministry. Tho amendment leditened Ihr b'ld (mi tli^ log lan-i. 
h/ids at the «,ost of smaller ones. Tho Prcnnvr said th.it ihi' (j l•'^tlon of MonjMomia* 
did notarise, Evoiitiially the discussion on the chinsr h 1 1 to be jio.stponed Tho 
Moslem members led by Mr. Yunus continued ()l>.'>tinotionist tactics in jiuisiianisi of 
tbeir declaration to ojijiose the Bill and ch.Ulenged divisions on the nc\t two clauses, 
which woio passed by SO to 25 and 72 to 30 vo*os. 

2Ut APRIL Only one clause relating to the deteimin.ation and comimtation 
of agiiculture income was passed to-day. Moslem memh(‘rs of tlie (.h'po^ition did 
not move the amendments standing against their names in juiisuanee of iho policy 
of opposing tilt" Bill on princijile ami wdieu the entiie clause w.is juit to vote a 
division was challenged by them. Tho clause, how'evei, wa-* p is-^ed hy a huge 
majority. 

'When the next clause was taken up an ameridmoiit was moieJ hy a Government 
member pioviding tho addition of a uew^ clause theieio oxcUiding the mcorno of cha- 
ritable and religious trusts of a public charactei fioin tho jurisdiction of tlio Bill 
Mr. Yunus moved an araondraent foi the exclusion of iiicomo of ad .Muslim trusts 
from the jmrviow of the Act. 

A jirolongod discussion was again rai.sed on tho juincijilo of taxing Moslem ch.,ri- 
tablo endowraonts. Jt may be recalled that when Moslems jiiotosted against taxation 
of Muslim Wakfs, tho IVemier had given an assurance that tbosij of a public natuie 
would bo excluded from taxation but not those of a jnivate (“hai actor. 

Mr. Yunus pointed out that accoiding to Islamic Jaw^, no distinction could bo 
made between public and private charitable oniow^monts and quoted autlioiities m 
suppoit of his argument, lie apjioalod to tho Govoinment not to disiogard Mosli'm 
religious sentiments. Tho discussion had not concluded wdieu tho House adjouiued till 
the 25th. 

25lh APRIL — Mr Jagatnnrayan Lai, Parliamentary Seoetaiy moved for tho 
addition of a new clause on 2ist Apiil pioviding foi the cxtunjition of only public 
chaiitable trusts from the ojieiation of the Act. Tlio entiie d.iy le-day was taken uj) 
by Muslim members, the vehemence of whose opposition to the piiucq)lo of*taxation 
of any kind of Muslim chaiilatilo tiusts continued undirainisbed. 

Member after member from different gioups joined hand.s in opposing (he proposal 
to tax private charitable trusts siicli as Wakf Alalaulad and pointed out that tlio 
measure w'ould be an mteifoieiice with Muslim rehgiou.s mattois and tho religious 
susceptibilities of M''.6hms would bo deeply wounded thereby Texts from Koran aud 
other religions woiks and authorities wore quote 1 extensively by members iii suppoit 
of their arguments. 

Lady Imam, the only w’omon member dn tho Ojjposition benches, said that she 
voiced the feelings of all Muslim women, who resented tlio proposed measure to tax 
trusts on principle. Other members stated that no distinction could be made between 
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publio and private trusts sinoo undor Muslim Law both had a definite religious f harac- 
ter uad could not bo taxod. Discus.siou had not concluded when the lluuso adjourned. 

Tiih: PnoiiiniTio>r Bill (Con’TD ) 

26lh. APRIL The Assembly to-day passed the Biliar Prohibition Bill, modelled 
on the (...I responding legislation enactod^by the Madras Logislatuio giving Ciovornmont 
the authoiity to intioduce Prohibition in selected areai in respcet of one or more 
excisa‘)le articles, with power to extend it to other areas all over tlic ihovince and 
pioviding ceitain e\eraptions frjr the use of intoxicants for specific purposes. 

('laiiso after clause wa; passed in lapid succes'^ion, a few minor amendments 
being reji'cted. An ameiidraent was moved by a Chota Na^jpur member lepresenting 
the aboiigirios, seeking provision foi the brewing of pa'diwaii (loe.a! indigsmous dnnk) 
ny tin baek\\atd tub *■,. Ctnta Nagpur being exempted from all tlie [novisions of 
I lie Act, ffe was sirongly supported by a few oth.u meml»ers from Chota-Nagpur 
\vl)(» pointei out that the um* of indigenous iriteMearits wa^, intirnatid y asvjciated with 
the religious ob ,ei vaii<- v-. of the baekwanl tribes. If the* tloveiumeut did not (*xempt 
the use of paeliwiiii by the* lia’kwai i trib-‘s, the l.i^ter would take the law into their 
own liinds, lesulting in an incieaie of ciime. The me of intoxicants by backwaid 
tubes was no liiviuy hut a necessity. 

Too arn'‘ndinent wm-, pies->ed to a flivi'>ioii anl w’a> led by 8S to 9 votes. 

d'lie lion Ml C houdhury, jririisfer for Excise, then moved the tliiid leading 

of the Bdl uliich was finally pa^^‘*l without anv oj»position The eiitiic Bill w^eut 
ihioiigh the legislative anvil in l'‘ss than three hours. The House then aJjeiiiued. 

ThK MoVEYLEXOrRs’ BiLL (CoXTD ) 

28lh APRIL -‘-Tht* Assembly continued consideiation of tlio .Biliar Mone.> lendeis’ 
Bill, seveial men* (dame-) of wdnoli wo*ie pulsed to-day, after which tlie House 
aljouiued till the 29ib. Apiil. 

ELKCTKiriTV IN Bill Ml ((tRlL) RrHEMh ) 

29th. APRIL -‘ The B evornmont’s intention in launidiing a scheme for tho 
»d(‘oiule’ation of tlie ruial aieas tliiough the grid s\stem was to rai.-.e the economic 
level of the c mntrv, wliudi could bt^ aehievi* I bv ini[uoviug agriculture by bettor 
II ligation”, said Mi. diniut Bahan »SVn. Pai liaint*ntai y Heeaetiiy, during the dis- 
(Musion of the cut motion movetl l»v Su Oam.'ili Dufta Sitigh^ on a supplemontarv 
)hi Igel deinaud for a giant of Bs. 4,203 to defiay the cliaiges m resjiect of civil 
w'oiks, mivel bv tlei i’lemiei, Mi. Srt fCnsfina Snihay in tho Assembly to-day. Mr, 
Jftntif Bdhan S’fi stated that the dematil was made for the employment of neces- 
sary staff to carry on preliminary investigation. 

The Premier^ explaining the objects of the schorao, said that North and South 
Bihar presented dilteient inigational prol)leras. South Bihar riveis dried uj) after the 
rams aid if tube wodls could bo sunk in river bods, it w'as considered possible to keep 
up a gool supply of waiter for irngation purposes. Power w^ould be obtained by 
olectrieity geneiated flora coal, of wdiich South Bihar had good deposits. It was 
believed the cost w’ould bo cheap. The same pow'er could bo utilised for industrial 
pm pose. 

Deiira Dcn College 

Tho Promer moved tlie next demand for Rs. 10,424 under the head Forest. He 
anuounoed that in view of the demand for nationalisation of services, it had been 
decided to discontinue recruitment to the Imperial Forest Service and to have only a 
Provincial Forest Service. The (,’jllego for impaitiug tiaimng in foiO!>tiy would he 
re-established at Helna J> m following tho deliberations at tJio Forest Conferenco at 
Delhi sometime past and candidates would be iccruited from the provinces. 

Sir Oanvsh Diitla Bnif/h moved a cut to discuss the qualifications of the candi- 
dates and their appointment, while Chota Nagpur me rabois lepiosented tho claim of 
that area for facililius m tiaiuing in Foiestiy. 

The Prentter^ rcfilying, said that tho claims of Chota Nagpur wmuld not be ignored. 
In making uppoiulments to the services cfUciency should not bo sacrificed. Already 
there were tho numerous claims of a largo number of castes and communities. As 
far as the people outside tlie province wore concerned, no distinction would be 
made between Biharis and others if the latter adopted Bihar as their homo perme- 
nently. The cut was withdiawn and the demand passed. 
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’•The Moneylenders’ Bill (Contd.) 

The House then took up discussion of the Bihar Moneylenders’ Bill clause by clause 
iinlill the entire Bill was passed. The House then adjourned till the 2nd. May. 

Aortcultural Income-tax Bill (Contd ) 

2nd. MAY -The Assembly to-day lesumed consideration of the Bihar Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 'which had been postponed for the past few days due to 
Moslem opposition to Moslem charitable trusts of a private nature, known as Wakf 
Alalaulad, being included within the purview of the Bill. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
specially came to Patna in order to effect a compiomise between the Government and 
the Moslem legislators. 

A compromise was brought about after two days’ discussions between Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and Moslem legislatois, which laid down that beneficiaries of 
Wakf Alalaulad w’ould not be exempted from taxation under the Bill and the tax 
W’ould be realised fiom tiustoes of such Wakfs. 

Contrary to expectation, piolonged discussion again ensued on the subject when Mr, 
Jagat Narain Lal^ on l-ohalf of the Government, moved an amendment making the 
nece:>sarv alterations in tlie clause concerned, in view of the compromise. Mr. 
Yunus^ Leader of the Moslem Independent Party, objected to a portion of Mr. Jagat 
Narain’s amendment, stating that it was contiary to the spiiit of the compromise. 
Prof. Abdul Ban (Congress), Dejuity Speaker, argued that the Moslems were adopting 
an antiqiiat''’d attitude towards the matter. Other Islamic countries had allowed 
taxation of Wakfs. Mr. Yunus moved an amendment to Mr. Jagat Narain’s amend- 
ment, which the latter with Irew, substituting a fiesh one. 

Mr. Bahhn) Sahay, Advocate-General, on behalf of the Oovernraont, again ex- 
plained the Government view-point on the principle of taxation of Moslem trusts. 
He said the Goveinment could not concede to Moslems more than they had already 
done. The Government had po-vver to levy taxes of any kind on property, religious 
or otherwise. Quoting Muhammadan law books, he said Wakfs were ta'xable. The 
Government’s attitude was based on reason and conscience. He referred to the 
Karachi resolution on Fundamental Rights and said that it contained no guarantee 
that everything passing under the name of law as enunciated in early Islamic history 
should be left untouched. 

Mr. Yunus objected to the Advocate-General’s arguments, saving that they were 
decidedly contrary to the compromise efft‘ctod by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, in 
which the piincinle of taxation of Wakfs bad been settled. The Advocate-Goucral’s 
arguments were hi led on Anglo-Islamic laws and not Islamic laws. 

Finally the following amendment, moved by Mr. Yunus, was passed: “All agri- 
cultural income of Moslem trusts referred in Section 8 of the Mussulman Wakfs 
Validating Act of 1913 created bofoie the commencement of this Act shall be excluded 
from the operation of the Act, provided the share of a beneficiary under the afore- 
said Act, commonly known as Wakf Alalaulad, shall not bo exempted and tax may 
bo realised from Motawalli (trustee) and the basis of taxation shall be the share of 
each beneficiary, beneficiary moaning family, children and descendants of settler.” 

The clause was passed. The House then adjourned. 

3rd. MAY The Opposition gained strength by reason of the Muslims not agreeing 
to the taxation of Muslim charitable trusts of a private nature, which though not in- 
cluded in the Bill originally, was added subsequently to the provisions and was the 
subject of heated discussion for about ten day.s, the clause being passed only yesterday. 

To-day the most contentious clause was contained in the schedule of taxation of 
income. The schedule as returned by the Select Committee provided taxation of 
agricultural income exceeding five thousand rupees at nine pies per rupee, propor- 
tionately increasing it to four annas in the rupee on incomes of fifteen lakhs and 
upwards. Consideration of this clause was postponed for the last few days, the 
Opposiden memborB representing that the Zamindari interests were opposed to the rates. 

Finally an amendment substituting another schedule was brought forward to-day 
by the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. G. P. N. Sinha, providing rates of taxation 
on income exceeding five thousand at six pies in the rupee, increasing the rate to a 
maximum of thirty pies on incomes above fifteen lakhs. The schedule was accepted 
by the Government and the clause and the entire Bill were passed. 
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Non- Official Bills Introduced 

4th. MAY :—Th0 evils of the dowry system were emphasized by several speakers 
when a non-offioial Bill, to eradicate the practice, was moved to-day. 

Four non-official measures were introduced — the Bihar Hindu Religious Endow- 
ment BJI, moved by Mr. Bireah Dutta Sinha, the Bihar Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 
moved by Syed Rafiwldin Ahmed Rizvi^ the Bihar Dowry Restraint Bill, sponsored 
Mr. Suk' lal Sinha (Congress) and the Bihar Tenancy (A^mendment) Bill, brought by 
Mr. Mohammed Abdul Majeed. 

The religious Endowment Bill aimed at ensuring the better management of Hindu 
religious endowments ; while the Stamp Amendment Bill, (which, perhaps, is the 
shortest Bill introduced in the House and which was passed in a few minutes), sought 
to exempt fiom the provisions of the Indian Stamp Act the instrument of divoico 
whereby a Moslem effects the dissolution of his marriage, on the ground that it con- 
flicted with the personal laws of the Mohammedans. The Bihar Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill intended to give relief to tenants and to put a stop to illegal customs, usages 
and rights of landlords, and to give to cultivators all just, rational and humanitarian 
benefits and advantages which can bo derived from the land 

A prolonged discussion ensued on the Bihar Dowry Restraint Bill whon it was 
taken up for consideration Mr. Prabhunath Stnqh (Congress), moved that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Mr. G. P. N. Sinha^ loader of the Opposition 
said that this would amount to dilatory tactics 

The House eventually agrod to the circulation of the Bill for public opinion. 

Federation Opposed 

6th. MAY : — The Assembly to-day passed, without a dissentient voice, a resolution 
opposing the present foioral scheme for India couchod in terms of similar resolutions 
passed in otlier Congress Provinces. 

Moving the resolution the Prornior, Mr. Snkrisima Stjiha, said that the scheme 
had not been accepted by any political party m India. Th« Dominions hail much 
greator powers than had been accorded under the proposed Federation. Parliament 
could not legislate on matters relating to anv Dominion without the consent of the 
Dominion concerned, but in India the Federal L“gisUuire would not have powers 
even to amend the constitution or frame laws on matters vitally affecting the people. 
The supreme authoiity fvas still vested in Pailiarnont while the Governor-General 
had been given unheard of jiowers of intoifoionco with the decisions of the provin- 
cial Govoinraonts. Ho had executive uoweis to prevent disci imination against 
Britain. The Federal lAigislaturo would not bo able to affect the existing policy 
regarding the army, currency and trade relations with foreign countries. The 
Ottawa pact showed that Indian interests could be ignored where imperial inteiests 
wore conceinod. 

It was absolutely essential that the Federal Legislature should be composed of 
members returned by direct election. Under the Scheme it would be impossible to 
have a stable Government since the majority party would have to depend upon the 
Governor-General for support in every action. 

The introduction of Federation in India would differ in circumstances from such 
changes brought about in other countries. Indian policy was being developed on 
feudatory lines. Both autocratic and democratic units were being sought to oe 
brought together under the scheme. While the autociatic units had been given 
a certain amount of option In joining the Federation the so-called democratic units 
namely, British India provinces, were being compelled to do so, the idea behind this 
was that the autocratic units would exercise influence over the others and prove an 
obstacle to the advancement of India on national lines. 

After a Congress member had spoken in support of the resolution, Mr. Mohammad 
Shaft sought to clarify certain ambiguities in the text of the resolution. He sa’d 
that the resolution stated that national leaders should be consulted before the 
constitution of any form of federal Ooverument. The term national leaders could 
be variously interpreted. He suggested that representatives of the different comma- 
nities and interests should be consulted on the matter. 

Mr. C. P. N. Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, pointed out that the federal 
scheme was a sincere attempt to bring about unity and a united India. He, however, 
agreed that the scheme was incapable of meeting the ambition of Indians, who should 
unite in opposing it. 
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Mr. Mohiuidin Ahmed said that he was disappointed at the spiiit underlying the 
resolution. It lacked stiength and docisivonoss. The Congress was not the only 
oiganisation which was opposed to the Federation. 

Abolition of Titlls 

The Premier next moved a resolution ntging discontinuance of the confeiment of 
titles, after which the House adjoin nod till May 9. 

9lh. MAY :~Tho House passed two olTicial icsolutions to-day, one regarding the 
discontinuance of the confoimont of titles and the other fin legulating matters 
enumorateiLin the provincial legislative list by an act of the Federal Legislatuio 
namely statistics of employment. 

IlEiiiR Tenancy Amend Hill 

lOtb. MAY: — Mr. Sii Krtshna Stnha moved to-dav that tlu' Hehar Tenancy 
Amendment Bill be refeiied to a Select Committee. The Hill ptovuh’d amongst other 
tilings for the repeal of sections of the Bohai Ttuiuncv A(;t diMling with the right 
of the landlords to take out ceitilieates foi leooveiy of aiie.iis of rent, alxilitiou of 
transfer fee and derimtioii of nglits of ryots in tiees, plantations and ponds in then hol- 
dings. Dealing with the salient ftsitinos of tho Hill, the Hivnner said it sought to confer 
absoliifo recognition by the landloid on any tiansfei. All that the fmiant had to do 
after tiansfeiring tho land was to pay the log'stration foe of two inpeos to the 
landlord to make the necessary changes in the lecouK and a distiibution fee at the 
rate of four pei cent in ordei to get the landloid’s leergnition and distiibution of 
rent consequiuit on tho transfei. The Collector had been crnpoueied to older a fair 
distiibution of lent and valuation of land as mentioned in the deed, in case tho 
landlord ohjocted. Insjiito of any leeord of lights, tho Hill eoufeiied alisoluto lights 
on tho tenants legaidiug tiees, plantations and ponds in the holdings. Pioceeding,, 
the Premier said, it had now come to be lecognised that the actual tillei of the soil 
must be protected and safeguarded and he was soiiy that nothing more could bo 
done in the Bill foi imder-teiiauts than conferiing occujiancy light on tliem in ease 
of cultivation for twelve yeais Refeiing to some other pimisious in the Hill, ho 
said last but not least, tho Bill sought to abolish tho giant of poueis to abolish tho 
certificato proceduro. Ho added the (-Joveinment had alieady stoj.p(‘d iho gi anting of 
ecrtilicates to landlords and tho Billmoiely legalised tho Huvcinment’s exec utive ai tion. 

Tho Bill was ciiticised both by Congress (Kisan) memhiMs and the O|)position. It 
was pointed out that tho Hill had not piovided sufTieient ta<*ilities t(j tenants. Mr. 
C. P. N. JiOader of tho Opposition, said that Zamindais could state equally 

stiongly that their piivileges were being encroached u[)on. Tne Hill only implemented 
tho piovisinns of e Congiess-Zamindar agreement. 

I'he Pieimei\ meeting tho objections raised against the Hill, stated that tho 
Government did not intend to saciihce tho interests of one (uunmuiiitv for another. 
The Bih eventually was referred to a Select Committee and the Lfouso adjourned 
till the 301h. May. 

The Prohibition Bill (Contd.) 

30th. MAY Tho visitors’ galleiies were crowded to-dav with Anglo-Indians and 
Indian Chiistians, including a largo number of ladies when tlio Piohibition Bill vas 
taken up to-day It may bo recalled that thoChiistian eomraunity had tieen agitating 
foi statutory exemption from tho operation of the piovisions of tho Bill tho uso of 
sacramental wine in tho Church. The Bill originally piovided for exemption of use of 
wino for religious purposes by a notilieation, while by an amendment in tho Hpper 
House, in which the Government suffered a defeat, exemption was provided for blowing 
and stocking wane usod for Mass and Holy Communion in Christian Churchos. 

Members’ Emoluments Bill 

The Piomier, Mr. Sri Krtshna Sinha next L troducod the Bihar Legislature (Mcmbeis’ 
Salaiieh and Ai/owances) Hi//, providing a salaiy of Ks 75 monthly to tho 

members with a daily allowance of Rs. 2-8 duiiug tho session and one and half intei- 
mediate railway fap' as travelling allowance. Tho Piemier said tho pnniujilo of 
giving emoluments to a legislator was recognised in other countiies of the ^\orld. 
'J'liis Bill had been bi ought forward with a view to relieving the mombois of financial 
worries in order tliat tlioy might perform their duties whole-heartedly. The Premier 
added that the Government would not gain much by tho measure finaueially. 

The Bill, after further discussion, was referred to a Select Committee, 
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Beiiar Cess Amend. Bill 

Tho Ptemier next iritroflucod the Behar Oss Amendment Bill aiming at the 
reduction of late of intuiest on arioais of cess payable direct to the Government by 
jnopi ictors or by tenuro-holdois to proprietors in view of tho reduction effected in 
tlio inteiest [layalife by tenants to landlords in accordance with the recent Bihar 
Tenancy Act. 

The PnonimTiON Bill (Contd.) 

Amendments male by tho TJppei House to the Bill were next taken up for consi- 
deration and silver, il of tliem Wt*ie passed. 

Piolo’i^ed dis'jiission ensued on an amendment to the clause lelating to exemption 
of liquor li-quiied foi lelqqoiis pni[)oses. The amendment provided exemption to 
Clinsnan chun bes fiorn the provision^ of the Act legaiding the use of wine for 
M iss .ind llolv ('-unmutiion. Membeis lepiesentni" the Indian Chiistians made a 
vnrojou, plea foi liie aceeptanee of ilie amendment by the House, asserting that the 
CliP^'ti.iii <‘()mmunitv lesented stiongly any into'ferenco with religious rights and 
piivileg<s in leg, lid to tlie use of w.iie* m the thmeh. 

Tliiei* Muslim meinb'Ms suppoited tlio amimdmont uiging the Government to 
show toleia.iee to tlui ndigious suv-eptihilitess of other coramiinities. Congress 
membeis ofiposed tin' amendment saying that the Bill already provided exemption 
to use of lupi'ii for lebgious pni poses by a notilieation in sjreeific cases and the 
Govtuumeut n">i'ivel i» its* If the i igh't to enqniie whether intoxicants wore actually 
refjU’i.'l foi leligious jJiipos"s oi not. Discussion had not concluded when the House 
adjoin ned. 

31»t. MAY .—An amendment to the clause on the Bill relating to exemption 
fiorn tin' oni'i.itiori of tb-* \et f)f idmifln'^ in regard to the use of wine for leli- 
gious puipos"s was dis.-us'.ed nn*i passeil in a sliglitly alteied foi m to-day. The Prime 
reply iiig to tin' deh'it*', said the t-iov.'i nmont conceded the 'vishes of 
Cbn'^ti.ins siuee tin* ty.n','-!* s w .is pb‘*iged to tolerance arni non-intorfer ence in 
leigi uis TiLdrs of t'le d tbo'-'iit eimmi'iniries and so tliii iharge might not be 
levelled against the tiov*" i.iiK'iit that they neglected the minoiity interests in any 
way. I lie House tlien adj<)urned. 

Tiin Mon'lylendeus’ Bill (Contd ) 

Ist JUNE —Tile \ssembly to-day eonsideied amendments to the various clauses In 
the Jhliar Money leudei s‘ Bill made oy the Up]»ei House, all of which were accepted. 

MrMiiins’ Emollments Bill (Comd.) 

The Assembly rest eonsideied and passed the Bihar Legislature Members’ Salaries 
and Al!owaiict*s Bill as letnrned by tlie Select Comniutee. The Committee made 
ceitain changes in the Pull tlie chief of w’hich w’as the addition of a proviso on the 
lines ma<lo m tlie E. P, L**gislatui(‘ to prevent the continue*! absence of members 
from tlie session. The i.ite of il.iily allowances has also been raided from Rs. 2 and 
half to 3 while a liavelliiig allowance of four thud class railway fares has been 
provided instt'ad of the one and a half intermidiate faies, originally piovided. 
Tho (’omraitiee also made it I'T'ai (hat the Deputy Speakei and the Deputy President 
would bo entitled to a daily allowance, but not ilie Sjreaker and tlie Piesident. 

Iv’eplying to an Opposition member why four thud class fares had been allowed, 
tlio Prime Ministei, tho Hon Mi. Sri Krishna Sinha stated tho idea was that those 
who choose to tiavol in thud class could cany two servants with them while one 
faro could meet tlieir (oolio and other charges. F'our third class faies amounted to a 
little moio than one second class f.no Iloiiee those who were accustomed to tiavel 
in second class could also do so. Tho Bill was passed and the Assembly adjourned. 

Electric Grw Scheme 

2nd. JUNE Tlie Assembly to-d.ay passed the official resolution recommending to 
the (lovernment to ajipoint a Standing Committee of both Houses of the Legislature, 
in the nropoition of eight and four members of the Assembly and the Council res- 
pectively, m Older to aflvise the Goveinraent fioni time to time on matters connected 
with the electric grid sehem*' and further to appoint such members of the Govern- 
ment as may bo nocessaiy to be ex-officio members of the Committee 

Moving the resolution, tlio Government spokesman pointed out that the proposed 
scheme was connected with various problems on which the Government had felt 

28 
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necessary to be puided by public opinion through the representatives in the 
Legislature. The House then adjourned till the 24th. Juno. 

Beuar Tenants’ Relief Bill 

24ih. JUNE The Prime Minister, the hon Mr. Sn Krishna Sivha, thereafter 
moved for consideiation of the Bihar Restoiation of Bakasht Lands Bill, as reported 
by the Select Committee. The ihll aimed at the restoration to tenants of the lands 
sold in execution of decrees for aireais of rent and piovided that the existing aireais 
of rent should be partially liquidated and arrangements made for the easy realisation 
of reduced arieais 

Mr. C. P. N. Stnha, Leader of the Opposition, criticising the Bill, said that 
zamindars had made considerable sacntices in older to assist the Ministry in enacting 
measuies designed to alloid relief to tenants. But zaraindais’ inteiests had been neg- 
lected altogether, and the zamindais had found it incieasingly ditlicult to lealise rent. 
The assuianee held out to zamindais for the speedy realisation of lent and ttio provi- 
sions of the Congress-zamindar agieement in this connection had not been imple- 
mented since tlie piovision in the Bill for the speedy lealisation of rent was holly 
inadequate. If the Government would not adopt measuies foi tlio spet'dy realisation of 
rent, members rcprcsoutiug zamindaii interests would not participate in the progre''S 
of the Bill. 

After some more Opposition members bad criticised tin' Bill as ignonng the into^’est 
of zamindars, a Congress mornboi pointed out that the Bill was not in violation of 
the Congress-zamindar agreement, but rather an outcome of it, and there should not, 
therefore, bo any objection to it on piinciple. 

25th JUNE •— Tlio kisan spokesman refuted to-day the ofiposition criticism made 
vesteiday that the Bill ignored the zamindais’ inteiest. On the other hand, they 
tisans had gamed little by the raeasuie. Mi. Baldcva ^Sa/iay/Advocaie-Oeneial, said tliat 
the pioposals made bv the zamindari i ofiieseiitatives to Cungiess legaiduig the simpli- 
fication of rules relating to the conduct by lent suits and speedy ealisation of rents 
had been caiefully examined by tlio Ooveinment and such of them as cruild bo accep- 
ted with equity and justice tioth to ztmindais and kisans had been embodu'd in the 
Bill. The Prime Minister, the hon Mr. Srt Knshna Sinha, said that it was not the 
policy of the Government to cause the least harm to zamindais who plaved an impor- 
tant role in the economic system of the country. The (ioveinraont, therefoie, needed 
their co-operation as much as that of kisans. The (ioveinment had adopt(*d measures 
iu accordance with the Congress-zamindar agreement to ensure s}»oedy realisation of 
rents. The discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

27tli. JUNE ; — Further consideration of the Bihar Bakashat Lands IP’stoiation and 
Reduction of Arieais of Kent Bill, was postponed till Juno J9 owing, it was understood, 
to diffoiences of opinion among membois of the Congicjss Paity m the Assembly over 
some of Its clauses. 

Aoricultural Income Tax Bill 

Thereafter, consideration of the Bihar Agiicultural Income-tax Bill, as returuod by 
the Upper Chamber, was pioceedcd with. 

29th. JUNE*:— Owing to an etiiely unexpoctod development, the A.ssembly 
adjourned sine dte soon after meeting this morning 

After question-time, the Leader of the Opposition made a submission that he had 
received a telegram from Maulana Abul Kal.ira Azad seeking infoimation regarding 
the reported breakdown of the Congiebs-Zemindar agreement in Bihar. 

Mr. C. P. N. Sinha said that in view of the development ho would request the 
Leader of the House to consider whether they should pioceed witli the Bills at prosent 
befoie the House or place the matter before Maulana Azad and Babu Rajeudia Prasad 
at whose instance the Congress-Zemindar agreement was evolved. 

The Piime Munster, agreeing, requested the iSpeaker to adjourn the House atne 
dte. Accordingly, the discussion of the Bihar Tenancy and the Bakhast lands and 
Redaction of arrears of rent Bill was adjourned. 



Proceedings of the Behar Council 

Budgfet Session — Patna — 2 let. March to 2nd. June 1938 

The Budget for 1938-39 was presented in the Bihar Legislative Council, which com- 
menced Its session at Patna on the 2 lit March 1938. A reference was made by the 
President to the loceut Constitutional ciisis. The chair expressed gratification at its 
happy teimination. 

General Discussion of- Budget 

25th. MARCH .'—The General discussion of budget commenced to-day. Mr. 
Bati'itlal initiating tlio debate thanked the Finance Minister for presenting a 
well-balanced budget. lie felt pleasure to see that provisions for various reliefs 
were made in tlie budget. He appealed to the Goveinmoiit to make arrangements 
for educating Putdanashiu ladies. Concluding he suggested the ministry to do mote 
fer development of industjies 

Rai Bahadur Chandra Stnha criticised the Government for showing 

indifference to Bengali interests and said that the stefi-motherly treatment towards 
the Bengalis did not behove tiie Congioss Ministry. Re h'ghly condemned 
the Government for their behaviour m injuring the interests of Bengal in 
B bar. Turning to tho budget he said, there was no piovision in it for granting 
relief to tlie people of Manbhum Distiict. He pleaded for more money for 

improving sanitary condition of lur’al ai'eas. 

Mr. Naqut Imam found the budget speech of the Finance Minister quite 
diffeient from tint of the past (iovernment. This departure from the old 
practice was good aud interesting The Finance Minister hal do.ie well to 
relate in his speecli \\hat steps lie was going to take for tho amelioration of 
tho conditions of tlie masses lie thankei the Miiiistei foi tins. He suggested 
the Government to find out ways and means to exploit the mineral resources 
of Chliotanagpu " 2 [od the Goveruinont to bear m mind the importance 
of Chhotauagpii fat as this question was couceinei He farther suggested 

that Chhotaii. was badly m need of irrigation. He admitted that 

provision of irr i f icilities would cost much to the Government arnl they 

could not me esp-ui-jes at present but at the same tirao he suggested the 
ministry to mike a beginning in tlie mutter. He next oleaded for taking 
measuies for pieveution of tbod which caused much havoc to life and property. 

28lh MARCH Mr Mobarak Alt wanted permission of the House to-day to 
move an adjournment motion to discuss the situation arising out of tho brutal 
murder of a Zemindar in Gaya Di.stnct. The Prime Minister objecting said 
that the matter was not of public importance and it w^as not desirable that 
cases of murder should be discussed in the House Mr. Bald'V Sahny, 

Advocate-General pointed out that the matter was 'sub judice’ and should not 
bo discussed in the inter e-^t of persons concernod m tho case. Khan 

Bahadur S. M Ismail said that the matter was of urgent public importance. 
Belies of crimes were being pei potrated in which Zemindars were the 
worst siifTerei’s. Goveinmeut ought to take steps so that such occurrences 
might not take place in future. The objections raised on behalf of the 
Government weie not maintainable. Mr. Oursahni Lai sard that it was not 
mentioned in tho notice of the motion of adjournment tliat murder took 

place out of agrarian not. He supported the objections raised by Government 

and said that it was not at all an important issue. The President held that 
tho matter was ‘sub judice’ and disallowed permission to move adjournment motion. 

29th. MARCH : Resuscitation of the village panchayat system with a view 
to making the village autonomous and homogeneous units, able to manage 
their own affairs and piomote the welfare of the people m every sphere of 
life, was the ideal winch the Government was striving to achieve, said Mr. 
Srikrtshna JStnha (tho Pieniier), leplyiug to the genoial discussion of the Budget 
to-day. The Government, he said, was severely criticised for being unable to do 
numerous things, fiom piimary educatioa to changing the course of rivers. All 
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this could not be aooomplishod bv a raap^ic w.md. They needed time, labour and 
an enoimous amount of mon?y. The Government wis, however, not discouraged 
by the magnitude of the proposals. They were latlior exliemely anxious to 
execute them thiough vaiious schemes, latg.* and small, aln*adv urideil.iken or 
under coosiderahon. As far as was liumauly jiossiblig all would be done, and 
where funds were required they would be laisod. Any measure tliey took 
up was based on the policy of accoiding the miximurn bciieii-t to the 
laigest numb('r of people. 

Khan Bahadur aS’. M. Ismail^ leader of the Ojiposit’on, refeitiiig to the tenancy 
legislation, ciUicized tJie Goveinment for taking away what he teimed the legitimate 
lights of the zemindar. Bo sud tint the agieernoiit fei the sjuM'dy lealization 
of rents had not been implemented, and stiaiued lelatiiuis existed betwi'en 
zemindars and tenants. The (Tjvoiumeut, he aided, piojiosel fintln'r to tax; 
zemindars without takuie measuies for inneasing then income. He ciitieisid 
the public speeches delivered hy provincial CongicNS !eld(‘•^ which, he saul, 
had aggravated the relations between zemeidais and agi icidtni ists. lie sticssed 
the need for reducing expendituie hy letrenchment and o bei m vi is 

30th MARCH : — AVlion important constitutional issues wo‘i(‘ hmiig discie^sod, uri- 
avoidible references to the Vieeioy or th* (iivtuimi co-ill n »t he cmsilmei to he 
out of Older; at the same time porsooal inferences agiinst either wane to he depre- 
ciated because of the conventiou tint uei-ous who w-mo uni cpi es •n^e 1 iii tin House 
and therefore n it m a position to defend th-uns-dves, s!i odd no’ h* i urn i/'sl 

This ruling was given hv the President on a point of oi lo i.uscd h\ the Leader 
of the Opposition during the gimetal diseussion of tin bu ’ ou to-d i\ wli oi ceitain 
references Wv*re made to the Yiccioy by AIi. Xm/ui speik.ng On the leceiit 

constitutional crisis. 

Another ruliag given bv the President was on a point laisel previouslv, namely, 
whether the raiAver of a lesolution couM vote* agirist li.s own morion The Pics dent 
said that it was laid down m Ma\\ “Pai hamentar y Pi icticM" th it a movei could 
only wnhdiaw ns motion by leave of the H mso wuthonr any iiegitive votm Hy 
tiadition a member was at liberty to ching' li's opoiion upni a (j iedion A m“mbcr 
who had made a motion was afterwards (Mititlel to y.ito arnisr ir provilt*! he had 
given li's voice With the ‘‘Noes” when the q'iex,t'on w is pit from the (tlian. Chfiiig 
an instance from tlie Cnitial Ass-mblv, ho give hs ruling tint ihuo was rn ohjctj. 
tion to a member who had movei a motion voting against h s motion if he declared 
and shouted wdth the “Noes.” 

Slit. MARCH The rim’blo Mr Sn Krishna Sinhit^ at the con'dusion of the 
general d'scussion* of tin Budget to-day, male a loin, ami .rnpoitaut speci h *n wdmli 
he reiteiated once again the policy of the (iiveiumonr o ^ the Hcijal'-H ihari ([instion 
on the agrarian problem and othei imfroitaiit matters engaging public .it tention at the 
present momeiil. Be verv mm h legietted tliat the G ivei nmeut was btung misre- 
pieseiitod by a very culighteued coinmunity inhibiting tliu piovimc fiom whom he 
expected exory co-operatiou and h*dp. Be stra ghtwav d-‘cl,ir 'J that In* rnadi* no dis- 
tinction ootwoen a Bihaii and a B iigali w'ho liad a lojite t Hc'iai as his home. Those 
'a ' no w’ere born in this provnee and tliose who w'cre doirrcil'*d in tins foovince wcio 
Biharis m the actual sense of the teim and in the matter of ajipoiutmciil no 
distinction was to bo made between Bdians and such Bengalis, hiil they wme greatly 
mistaken if they thought that in ev-uy province of India a'.> ptojib^fiorn any piovince 
could rush iu at any moment and could have any p »st under the (Tovcinmeiit of 
that province. In every province provincial services weic manned by men of that provii.ee. 
But sometimes attempts weie made here to pievent those who w'cie really the men 
of the province fiom getting into the services. Thcrefoie something had to he dom*, 
some test had to be laid down m ordei to know wlieth o tlm m ui sciddng service wms 

really the man of this province. It was with tint end in vi'‘W tint the domieile 

rules were framed, llo would do away with the rule of domicile if by so doing they 
could prevent the outsiders coming into this province. 

Tra.vellrs’ TrcAxspoRT Reciulation Bill 

1*1. APRIL : —The Council to-day passed the Troo[)S, Transpoit and Travellers 
Assistance Regulation (Amendment) Bill as passed by the Assembly. The Bill 
provided for doing away with impressment of tran^jiort for private ])ersonR and civil 

officers when journeying m the mofussil, as contained in the Regulation, 
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Non-official Bills Introduced 

25th. APRIL Tho followin^r non-oflichil Bills wtMC iDtroducrd to-day : The 
Tenanoy Arnondmcnt Bill ; tho Land Rovcnno Sales Amendment Bill; tlie Cess Ameud- 
ment Bill and the Tenancy (Second) Amondraent Bill. 

The Chota Na^^nnr Tenuio Holders’ lleut Account Amendment Bill was referred 
to a S'^lect comrnirtco. 

It was decided to ciiculato the Hindu Roli^ious “Endowment Bill to elicit public 
opinion. 

Suri’LEMESTARY BUDOFT BlGCUSSLD 

26th. APRIL : — Tim C'Jiincil met tins rooimn^^ for half an hour and adjonrimd till 

the dUtli. after the Bremier had piesontei iloi siipjjlemeiitur} bud^ot for 19.18-39. 

30th. APRIL -Tim Councnl fci-day h(dd a bnof sitting when ‘^njijdementary budget 

demands foi giants uiilei hoads ^‘(‘ivil wuik'.’ and ‘‘ioiests'’, wliiJi weie passed by 

tlie Assf?nl>!v ^e^t^‘Jdav weie disfijs-,ed 

Tile I'leinier, Mi. S) ik/tslni'i Stjjha, expl lined the olijeets of the demands, which 
included the appomtnieiit of the necKS-at v stjilY to cany on pirdiminaiy in\estigation 
in cfinnexiuu with the [jiop<>s'*d gild ekvtrdmation s- Imino and the leciuitraeiit of 
candidates loi the Fok'sI tSeivioe. 

2n<I MAY • — Tim Counoil held a biief s'tting to-day, and after intoii>ellations 
adjourned till the Jth. May. 

The on!\ business on tlu' ru’'''nda was an oflicial lesolutioii stating that offences 
against and iiir sdiit.on and pnwei-. of touifs in tespet t of an A'*t the Fed*ual 

Li'g'.slatuie simu! 1 l»r legul.itcd in 1hl^ ptoviine by an Ai‘t of the Ft‘Jeial Legi-,lature, 

bLMiig a mcUtei enuracialed in the Ihovin-jial L'‘gnlatuie list. The icsulutiun was 

pOst[»oned. 

Si MISTIC'I 01 FMriOYAILM 

4th, MAY — The Coiuk iTpassed an ofTici d res(.|:i''on to-dav stating that the question 
of e dhsjtioM <if Statist'' s oi emido\ m-nir luid lie goveint'd h\ aF''eleial Act. Opposition 
mrniiti-i.s i.iis J all (d'p- t'ljii to the lesoluti-ui as not h<‘ing consistent with tlie ('on- 

giess opposittor. to the Fidm.i'ion aim that in the al s-uno' of a Feieial Legislatnro 

liie (Ji'iitial L''i:ud,itin c < onl 1 n >t un'l'Mf.d{> s.i< h a nmasuie Tin* A'tiocaie General 
K'l'ltei that a tians't')i\ piovision ha<l cinpoweied tlu* Clcntial Legislatuie to act Jika 
a Fcdcial L'-gislatuic dm mg the ti.in'.itinn Agetmies iik * the Bailw.us coiihi not bo 
compelled li\ pioviiKia' go\ ci nni'*nts to Lmiush iiifoi matiou and theiefoie it was pie- 
fcjcUdc to liaNe a ceiitia! legislation on the mattei. 

Tirn rRoiiinriioN Bill 

5th MAY Tli“ rioliihition Bill as [.assed by the Lower House tyas taken up for 
consid'O at ion i laiise by cla’is** to-d.iy. 

Dming the geuoi al' disi ussion Khan Bahadur S M. Ismntl, Leader of the Opjiosi- 
tion, said that the entiio cicdit for bunging foiwaid the raiuli nt'eded meisiires of 
lefoirn could riot go to the Congress go\cniment \ttimpts had been made m the past 
to stamp out tne cmI of dunk, though unsuccessfulh . Legislative measuics too had 
been dmeussed lioth in tiie Pioxiinud and i’ential L* slatui es. ITo how ever wi leomed 
the mcasuie not on itlgious oi (onirnunal grounds hut in ihe inti jests of “inor.ditv.” 

Mr. Mohmal Alt ( haiactenzed the measuie as liaif-heai ted. It conlained lo i»ro- 
visuiii foi ihoiLsauds of puaia (toddy tappei.s) who weie being thrown out of emnloy- 
ment 

During detailed discus''ion, Mr. Gur.saha i/ Lnl moved an amendnu nt to clarify 
the 'hlinition of (he term export (of exuisaldo ai titles). It was lost. Mr. Maheshwar 
Prati\d NnUitn movtd an amendment foi the exclusn ii of toddy fiom the 

opeidtioii of the aet. He said that toddy was raoie a food tlian an intoxicant. The 
ameudmuiit was withdrawn after the AdLomte-Gcneral had pointed out that the 
present one w'as not tlu' proper stage to move such an amendment. 

Ml. Qursuhay Lai moved an arnendraent for omission of the definition of toddy 
as feimented and unfeimeuted as Iio believed it was snpeitluouB. This view' was 
aece]>ted. 

After a numher of clauses had been passed, Mr. Maheshwar Prasad Narain Singh 
moved an amendment to iho clause relating to punishment, which he wanted lo be 
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reduced as the measure was a novel one and the people were ignorant. Mr. Jaglal 
Choudhury^ Excise Minister, replied that the Bill was a reformative measure, inten- 
ded to cure addicts of their habit of drinking. The punishment piovided was intended 
to strike terror into the heaits of addicts. The Advocate^ General in his speech said 
that a penal clause was provided in the Excise Act also. It was proper that in legis- 
lation of this nature the penal section should correspond to that of the Excise Act. 
The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr Samuel Purti (("hotanagpur) moved for exemption of pachwai (indigenous 
aboriginal dunk) from the operation of the Act. The Advocate- General lejilied that the 
Bill empowered the Government to grant exemption for specific purposes The amend- 
ment was withdrawn. Mr. Afaheshwar Ptasad Narain Singh moved for the omission 
of talras (sweet toddy) from the operation of the Act since sweet toddy was a 
“nutritious dunk.” The pioposal ^vould save a number of men fiom unemployment. 
The amendment was rejected. 

When the clause relating to advertisements in newsnapers was taken- up, Mr. 
Oursahay Lai .said tliat newspapois published outside Ihhai slionld not be banned 
from publishing ‘advertisements of wines and liquois. The Advocale-Onicral replied 
that the Government did nor vant to di.s(;riminate between nowspapeis of the province 
and those outside. The amendment was lost. 

When the clause was ptossod to a division a Congiess member, by mistake, voted 
in the “noes” lobby. The Ticsidont reseived his ruling and the House adjourned. 

6lh. MAY : — When the House resumed consideiation of tho Bill to-day, Mrs. 
Malcolm Si?ihn moved an araendraent for the mcoiporation of a new clause, seeking 
exemption of all Chiistian churches and their cloigv from the operation of the Act 
in the matter of possessing oi biewing of wune in such picsciibed quantities as 
would be lequiied f('r leligious and sacramental purposes. Mr Buldcv Sahay^ tho 
Advocate-General, said that the amendment demanded the giant of a magna charta 
foi the flee use of wine in Churches. The amendment was lost by 9 votes to 8. 

9th. MAY The Council to-day passed the Bill with an amendment. The Gov- 
c»'nmcnt sufterod a defeat on an amendment moved by an Ojiposition member, which 
the Government opposed, but was passed by 11 to 10 votes Tbe am»*iulment sought 
exemption for all Chnstian chuiehos and their cleigymen flora the provisions of tho 
Act fur jiossessing or brewing wine in such quantity as may be luesciibod, which 
was required for purposes of mass holy communion. 

In the final leading of tlie Bill, Mr. Jaglal Choudhury^ Excise Minister, assuied 
the House tliat the Govi'inraout w'ore investig.iting wavs and means to effect econo- 
mics and laise tho ''evenue in order to set olT tho deficit caused bj the introduction 
of Prohibition. 


The Moneylenders’ Bill 

10th MAY : — Tho Council considered the Bihai Money-lenders’ Bill as passed by tho 
Assembly. The Bill was welcomed by all paits of the House, the only jaiiing note 
being sounded by Mr. Bansi Lai (Congress) who advocated the exeiiuse of restraint 
and moderation by the (jpjier House and warned ir against the provi.sions of tho Bill 
as well as against giving too much to popular opinion 

The choiiJb of welcome w^as joined with Khan Bahadur a'? M Ismail^ Leader of 
the Opposition who \vith Mrs Malcolm Stnha (Coalition), Mr. Ahmad Mohammad 
Noor (Congress), Mr. Puncydeo Sharwa and others thought that the Bill did not go 
the whole length in affording relief to the distress of tlie indebted agriculturists. In 
their oidnion the Bill fell short of expectations m the following respects particularly. 

The last three speakers of the day, Mr. Kamaleswari Mandal^ Mr. Puncydeo 
Sharma and Mr. Ahmad Mohammed Noor wanted the Bill to be more drastic. 
The first speaker asked for the changing of an excessive rates of interest to be made 
a penal offence. Mr. Ahmad Noor after finding seveial shoitcomings with tho Bill, 
concluded that it was a step in the diiection of affording relief to indebted agiioultu- 
rists and tlianked tbe Government for introducing this much needed moasuie. At this 
stage the House rose for the day. 

11th. MAY : — Replying to-day Mr, Baldeva Sahay^ the Advocate-General said that 
while drafting tho Bill the Government aim had been to regulate the moneylending busi- 
ness and control the contracts entered into by creditors and debtors and get value for the 
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debtors property. Incidentally, the Bill gave relief to debtors. No drastic changes 
were contemplated. 

17th. MAY : — Several clauses were passed to-day with the amendments tabled 
thereto, mostly without discussion. Division was challenged in several cases, the 
majority of which woio by Mr. Oursahay Lall Two arneudmonts when pressed to 
a division were carried by 12 votes to 4 and 11 votes to 6 Two others were lost. 

Discussion on an amendment moved by Mr. Oanganand Stnha to the effect that 
the samf3 restrictions and limitations which were imposei on raoney-Iendeis of this 
province should bo imposed on money-lenders outside the province, had not concluded 
wheu the House adjourned. 

18th. MAY :~The Bill was passed by the Council to-day with a few amendments. 
Few ciianges were clTected in the final clauses, which were considereil to-day. Only 
three amendments to the remaining clauses weie adopted by the House, the Opposi- 
tion .sufTeiing several defeats. 

Before the final reading of the Bill, two out of the several new clauses tabled in 
the form of amendments weie the subject of a keen debate. These refcrieJ to the 
exempt ion of residential house fiom being attached or suld for satisfaction of decrees. 
Mrs. Mdlcolni Sinha made a plea for ex^'mption of lesidential house and ciiticised 
the (iovei nment’s poncy. When the Advocate-Oeneral opposed the amendments on 
the gioiin l tliat m the absence of real piopeitv as secuntv loans will not be coming, 
she .iccnsed tlie (iovernraeiit of being in league with (Mpitahsts and money-letideis. 

Mr. iSrt Krishna Stnha^ the I’limo Ministei, lephing sod the (iovei nmoiit must 
look impartially aftei the interests of all classes. They woie not in league with any 
class. Tlio money-lender was welcome at a time of financial ciisis and was equally 
repugna' t at the "time of iepa>mfnt of loans. It was unjustdulile to shut out outlets 
foi business by loweiing the value of g >od seouiitios. I’ne Pr'^raier declared that the 
Bill was meant only for regulating the money-lending tiade and alfoid relief inciden- 
tally to agiicultunsts. 

Pressed to a division both tho ameudment.s waio negativod by a substantial 
majority. 


Aouiculturist Income-tax Bill 

The Bihar Agricultuiists Income-tax Bill, as passed by the Assembly, was intro- 
duced next after which the House adjourned. 

19lh. MAY Ihe Council to-day took up tlie goneial discussion of the Bill, Tho 
Bill met witJi stiff opposition flora membois leju eventing the landholders’ interests. 

Kumar Ganganand Svigh said that the levy of agricultuial incorne-ti.x was in 
coutra/entioii of the as-.uiUMceH given at tlie iirao of the Permanent yettlement and 
disiogaided the economic condituni of the laiidholdei which li.id lecently deteriorated 
enorraouslv The Zarniudaii system existed even before the Peirnauent Settlement 
was estanlished which the pieMjnt legislation sought to altei lu his opinion the 
Goveiiior-Henerars exercise of his reseive poweis would be necessitated to safeguaid 
tho rights of landlords. 

Rai Bahadur Satishchan'ira Stnha said that he was opposed to the Bill on prin- 
ciple. The Government, instoad of making drastic economy m admiuistiation, were 
saciificiiig leveuuo by the intioJuction of Piohibiiiou If tlie pieseut Bill was 
enacted, the zomiudais would not be able to cany out amelioiativo measures for 
their tenants. 

Khan Bahadur S, M. Ismail, Leader of the Opposition also stated that the Bill 
violated the principles of the Peimanent Settlement and was therefore illegal. There 
was no need for fiesli taxation since the Goverurnoiit had been having a balanced 
budget for a riumbei of years. Apparently tho Bill was intended to make up the 
deficit which would be lucuired owing to Piolubition. Landloids’ opposition to the 
Bill was due not to their unwillingness to boar the buiden of extra taxation, but to 
their inability to bear it. 

The Leader of the Opposition bad not finished his speech when the House 
adjourned for the day. 

20th. MAY The Bill received vigorous opposition from representatives of the 
Zamindari mteiests to-day also. 
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^ The Leader of the OpposiHon ohall-^n^od the lefrality of the mensnre, savinff that 
it was opposed to the Peirn.inent Sett'oment. Tie qiiotoij the preamble to Tlefjiilatioa 
1 an(i 2 of 17^ to sliow that publio asse-'^smont on Z.imindais was not peimissible. 

Mr. Nnqm Imam, Deputy President, refuted the Leader of tlie Opposition’s arp^ii- 
ments legardin'? the illegality of the mpasure and said that the piesuit Constitution 
empowered the provinces to ta^ agricultural income and oven aftu- tho Permanent 
Settlerntmt. He was, liowevei, ag.i'nst the Bill if it was meant to make up tho deficit 
caused by the introduction of prohibition. At this stage, the House adjourned. 

23rd MAY : — Tho Council to-day continued general discussion of tho Bill. Tho 
Opposition aiguments, which were on lines similai to those of the first two days, 
weie lofnted by the CongK'ss members \\ho attempt*'(l to jtislif> the measure. 

Mr. Moharalx Ah and Shah Wazid //assnin (Opposition) qin^shoned tho legality 
and expediency of the Bid ami stated that the Bill was ultra t'rrrs in view of cm tain 
sections of the (doveinment of India Act To over-iuh* the Permanent Ridtlemont 
would seiioiisly allect the landloids, whose economic conditions did not admit of 
fiesli taxation. 

Congress members pointed out that land revenue w’^s no tax since the land be- 
longed to the State Tin' Boveriiment weie justified in t.ixiiiit /.arnimlais’ piofits. It 
was no new taxation and had been u'soitcd to in the past jumr to the Peimanent 
Dottlcrneut. Tlio House then adjoiiineh 


24th. MAY •— Tlie goncjal discnssVm of tlie Bill was coTicluded to-dav. A laige 
number ol amendments had hi'i'n tabled and these w^eie t.iKeii up fur consideiation 
clause by clause on the next day. 

?5th. MAY The House took up consideration, danse by danse, (jI llie Ihll to-dav. 

Diseiiss'on on the danse containing the sdicdnle (d la^os of taxation on agncultiual 
incomes took np most of the time. Tins clause w'as (uu' of tho mr)st conti ovei sial ( laii- 
ses in the Bill and xvas passed l-v the Low’oi House only aftei a cornjuomiso was 
reaclu’d hetw’ei'ii tho (lONcnimont and tlu' Ojiposition mmiilHus n'jn esenting /amindaii 
inteiests suhstantiallv altfimg tho lates of taxation on liigliei inmunes fiom those on- 
ginally ])Tovided in the Bill. 

Tliii'e amendments wane moved to-dav seeking to aitt'r tlo* latos of taxation, all of 
which were negatived and the clause conceined was pa'^sed m tlie foim in which it 
had eramgfd fiom the Low'er House. 

An amendment fixing the minimum limit of taxable cultivated lands at 200 aep's 
instead of 100 acies as piovidcd m the Bill w^as adopted. The House then adjourned. 

26th MAY Out of five DfusTim members present in the Council to-day, thieo. 
including Khan Bahadur JsruntU Leader of the Ojifiosition, w’alKed out at thi' dose of 
the sitting as a jnotest against llie non-acceptance of an amendment to the Bill 
moved by Mr. Mobarak Ah lequning the exemption of all icligious, ehaiitable or 
public endowments from the ojieration of the Act. 

The House devoted almost the entire dav to two amendments on the exemption 
issue A second amendment sought the extension of the exemption to ti lists and 
Vakfs cieated even after the commencement of tho Act. Botli the amendments were 
defeated by 15 votes to 5. 

27th. MAY : — The entire day to-day was taken up by discussion on a single clause 
relating to Muslim "Wakfs. 

The onginal dau‘=e, it mav he recalled, evoked prolonged controvorsy and venemont 
opposition from Muslim meralicrs of the Lower House and eventuallv n compromise 
was reached between the Government and Muslims through the mediation of Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad by which the Government exempted fiom tho opeiation of the Act 
Muslim A'^akfs cieated before the commencement of the Act but did not exempt the 
shares and bencfijiai ics of Wakf Alalaulad fiom taxation. 

Two amendments moved to-day by Muslim members socking exemption from taxa- 
tion of Wakf Alalaulads, which might bo created after tho commencement of the Act, 
were negatived by substansial majorities. The Opposition members accused the 
Government of following a policy advocated by jreople who had no regard for 
religion or who considered religion an obstacle to the country’s progress. 
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Tho Prime Minister, Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha replying said that he believed in 
religion since his leader Mr. Gandhi was a religious man, but the Go70rnment 
believed that the present measure did not amount to an infringement of religion as 
the Islamic scriptures nowhere laid down that Wakfs should not be taxed. Regarding 
violation of the wishes of creators of Wakfs he said the Government had allowed 
exom[)tion to existing private and public Wakfs. The question of infringement did not 
arise in case of Wakfs created hereafter because the creators would have cogni- 
sance of tho tax which tho properties would have to bear. The House then adjourned 
till the i30th. 

30lh. MAY i—The Bill made considerable progress In ^the Council to-day, several 
clauses being passed without substantial changes In the provisions. 

Two clauses concerning assessment on mcomo of Wakf Alaulalad and Hindu joint 
families were also passed without any change. An amendment to tho clause relating 
to general assessment of tax was carried. The amendment allowed fifty per cent 
relief to assessment for tho financial year 1938-39. 

3 1 st. MAY The Council to-day possed several clauses of the Bill. Discussion 
of a few clauses of a controversial nature was postponed till tho next day. 

Itt. JUNE : — The Council to-day passed the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill. and then 
adjourned. An understanding was i cached between tlieiOovernmont and the Opposition 
on tho clause forbidding the disclcsure of Information on private incomes, which was 
eventually defeated and a new clause inserted. According to the new clause private 
papers dealing with the incomes of people would not be made public except the 
papers concerned dealing with tho assessment of incomes for tho puipose of the tax. 

The leductions allowed under the head “collection charges” were raised from 10 
per cent to 12 and a half per cent by another amendment, while deductions were 
also allowed on interests paid for loans contracted under the Bihar Natural Cala- 
mities Act. 

Tho House also passed the Stamp Amendment Bill which was a non-o(iicial measure, 
exempting the documents of Moslem divorce from stamp duty. 

2nd. JUNE .—The Council finished its business in a few minutes to-day and ad- 
journed til! .Tuly. 

The Bihar Legislature Members’ Salaries and Allowances Bill, passed by the 
Assembly, was laid on the table. 

Thereafter, tho House was informed that the amendments made by tho Council 
to the Money-lenders’ Bill had been accepted by the Lower Chamber. 

All tho amendments made m tho Prohibition Bill had been accepted, except one 
relating to tho exemption of Christian Churches regarding the use and possession of 
wine for religious purposes, which had been substituted by another in an altered form. 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

Budget Session — Shillong — 15th. February to 5th. March 1938 

Financial Statement for 1938-39- 

The Assam Budget for the year 1938-39 was prosontod by Sir Muhammad 
Saadullah, tho-Piemior, when both the Chambers of the Legislature met at Shillong 
on the 15th. February 1938. It revealed a deficit of Rs. 4,02,000. 

It was estimated that the year will begin with an opening balance of Rs. 33,34,000. 
Rs. 1,20,70,000 had been estimated as receipts fiom land revenue or very nearly a 
drop of 12 and 6 lakhs of the budget and revised estimates rosp^ctivolv of the current 
year. Only other drop in revenue was to be noted under Civil Works and this was 
explained away by the fact that the budget provided for credit of Rs. 1.80,000 for 
petrol tax projects as against the revised estimates of Rs 10,71,000 for tho current 
vear. The total receipts from rovonno during 19'VL.39 were expected to bo Rs. 
2,64,24,000 as against tho revised estimates of Rs. 2,78.67,000 for the current year. 
This drop in income was partially countoi balanced by less evjiendituro from rovonno 
namely Rs. 2,68,86,000 as against the revised estim;ites of Rs 2,81.41,000 for the 
current year. According to the estimates the budget will show a deiioit of Rs 4,62,000. 

Taking both revenue and capital leceipts and similar o'^ienditure the closing 
balance of Assam for 1938-39 was expected to be Rs. 40,48,000. But this surplus 
figure will he reduced by about 4 lakhs if the loan to pay off the deficit of 1936-37 
is not taken in tho next financial vear. 

Similarly the revenue deficit will he reduced by about Rs. 90,000 as the budget 
estimates include figures for brokerage for loan and payment of interest in the next 
financial vear. Tho revenue deficit will further be reduced bv a probable further 
receipt of Rs, 3,56,000 from tho India Government under the Niomoyor Award. 

In his budget speech tho Finance Minister said that he argued with tho autho- 
rities at Delhi about Assam’s claims for a share in the excise duty on petrol 
produced within Assam’s boundaries but was told that under the present Government 
of India Act the centre cannot give to Assam as a producing province any special 
share of the proceeds of petrol and keiosenc excise duties. 

He however concluded by saving that the ministry was doing its level best 
in various ways to moot tho insistent demand for improving the educational, hygenic 
and economic improvement of tho masses. 

Assam Municipvl Amend. Bill 

18th. FEBRUARY Tho House rejected to-dav''by 10 to 6 votes Rai Sahib Hem- 
Chandra Daffa's Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill seeking to do away with nomina- 
tions to Municipal Boards so that tlu'v might be constituted with elected rejtresenta- 
tives of rate-pavers. All elected Hindu members barring one who lomained neutral 
voted for the Bill while tho Government along with the Muslims en bloc and two 
nominated Hindus voted against. 

General Discussion of Budget 

In course of his reply to tho Budget debate Sir Mtihd. Snadulla^ Chief Minister, 
gave an indication of improving provincial finances when he said that the opening 
up of even one-fourth of Assam’s vast waste land measuring about 8 and half laMis of 
Bighas would bring Rs. 10 to 15 lakhs to the depleted Exchequer. 

The Ohief Minister also .said that a Committee would shortly be appointed to 
revise the curriculum of secondary primary schools in Assam when the question of 
separating the girls’ curriculum from that of the boys would be considered. 

19th. FEBRUARY Tho budget discussion concluded to-dav, many members 
criticising the budget as disappointing. Mr. F. W. Hochenhully Loader of the 
European Group, wanted to have self-reliant, strong and independent agriculturists. 
He wanted a Ministry of Communications to improve communications. Mr. Oopinath 
Bardoloi, Leader of the Congress Party, pointed out that party Government had 
failed in Assam and that the Ministry was clinging to office in spite of defeats. The 
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hon. Sir Makommed Saadullah, Prime Minister, stated that with the limited funds, 
nothing better could be done. 

Sylhet Tena^ncy Bill 

To give protection to certain claqRos of tenants irithin the municipal limits of the 
town of Svlhot, Bahu Karuna Sindhu Ray introdiicod a bill known as Svlhet Town 
Tenancy Bill during the last winter session of the Assembly. The Bill was 
considered by a Select Committee and several clauses of the Bill were also passed 
in the last session. To-day the remaining clauses were considered and the Bdl was 
passed. 

Mr. Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Choudhury^s amendment to clause IT of the Bill 
empowering the Government to ojctond the operation of this Act to any other muni- 
cipal areas, in the district of iSylhot by a previous notification publishel in the 
“Assam Gazettee” was lost by the casting vote of the Hon. Kppaker 

Babu Rahindra Nath Adttya (Congress) moved an amendment in the definition 
of ‘tenant’ as amended by the Select Gommittoe a 'd it was passed.' Monlvi Moharnk 
Ali moved another amendment to clause 5(a) of the Bill whicli was passed, llis 
amendment sought application of this act to tenancy of land created before or after 
the coramencoment of this Act provided the temporary settled (Government lands 
were excepted. 

The Horihle Mr. Chaudhury opposed the amendment and said that the House 
should bo very careful in passing this amendment for this was a special form of 
legislation in the whole of India and the House should think twice before they 
emfiowored the Government to extend it in oth-ir suh-di visional towns. 

The amendment was, howovor, lost by the casting vote of tho Hoii’blo Speaker. 
The Bill was then passed. 

Assam Municipal Amend. Bill 1937 

Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua^s motion referring the Assam Municipal (ameodraent) 
Bill, 1937, to a select committee was lost by 51 to 43 votes. The object of tho Bill 
was abolition of nomination by Government members in municipal bodies. 

Cabinet Charoes— Ex-Ministeu’s Statement 

Mr. Ah Haider Khart. one of the two cv-Ministors. next made a statement on the 
circumstances leading to the reshiifiling of the Assam Ministry. He said : 

“Tlie Ministeiial Party was a Coalition party, consisting of Sir M. Saadulla’s Party, 
Mr. Kohini Kumar ('Ibowdhurv’s party, Rev. Nichols Roy’s party and tho Surma 
Valley (Triitod Muslim P«irty, tho largest single group next to tho Congress party. The 
small Muslim League group was never popular with this party. Towards the closo of 
the last session, Sir M Saadulla informed us of a requisition for reshuffling of the 
Ministrv to replace two of us selected originally from tlie United Muslim Party. At 
a formal meeting, the United Muslim Party passed a resolution protesting against tho 
ji’-oposal for reshuffling, but it was not a revolt against Sir M. Saadulla’s leadership. 
The Cliicf Minister met tho party on the 19th Fehruarv and assured the members 
that his own party had signed the requisition without his knowledge and that if any 

S roposal for reshuffling ever came up, he would instruct his party to remain neutral. 

0 also said that ho would write to all Muslim members asking for their or inion 
ou the question of reshuffling. But, as it -became clear that very little support for 
reshuffling was foithcoming, he tendered his resignation loading to automatic dis.so- 
lutiou'of the Cabinet, and arranged to bo called upon to reform tho Cabinet with two 
of us replaced. We made statements of facts briefiy as they are, and do not desire 
to proceed further.” 

No-Confidence in Ministry 

21st. FEBRUARY Tho defeat of the “no-confidence” motion tabled against the 
re-formed Saadullah Ministry by tho narrowest margin possible revealed the insrabi- 
Jity of the piosent Ministry and the possibility of its being ousted from office. 

In the course of a good fighting speech, Maulvi Ahdur Rahaman^ the mover of 
the “No-Confidence” resolution, showed how incompetent the present Ministry was. 
He said, “I had fomlly hoped that Sir Mahomed Saadullah would at least after the 
eleven successive defeats last year at tho hands of the Opposition, see the decency, 
if not the wisdom, of vacating tho ministerial gadi. But such, -Sir, is the greed for 
office and power that the defeats heaped upon his head have been swallowed without 
any sense of shame or disgrace. Such is also the luck that, in spite of this series of 
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reverses, he remains the prize-boy of the Governor. “We have recently seen how the 
Chief Minister has ••kioked the ladder that helped him to rise to power. All this skill 
he has shown only to keep his own power and place. He had done nothing to serve 
the cause of Assam. He has given the House for one yeai no idea of his policy ex- 
cept the policy to keep himself in power. “I beseech the House to rid the country 
of a Ministry which has no plan, no programme or policy except for selfish ends. The 
Ministry has nearly swallowed one lakh of rupees during the last twelve months. Has 
the country seen the opening of a single project ?” 

A number of persons spoke on the motion for and against. The Prime Minister^ 
replying, surveyed the work done by his Ministry and added, “The so-called defeats 
were nothing but a sort of projiaganda in the Calcutta papers”. Ho said that be hold 
that those defeats wore not real. Continuing, the Piemier said that he had groat re- 
gard for self-rospect and honour and if ho found he could not carry on with them 
he would be tho first person to tendei ‘his resignation. 

The motion was defeated by 50 votes to 49. The Euiopean Gioiip voted against 
the motion. 

Voting ov Budget DemAlNds 

22n(]. FEBRUARY -.—Voting on Budget Demands commenced to-dav. Mr. Ahdar 
Pahamans ent motion, lefusing Us. 78,023 foi the establishment of the divisional Com- 
missioners, was passed without a division, the Ministerial Benches remaining neutral. 

Mr. Rabindranath Adityas cut motion for reducing by Rs 35,300 the total grant 
of Rs. 20,97,300 for tho Ministers was lost by 40 to 49 votes. 

Tho Assembly passed the entire demand for general Administration minus Rs. 
78,023 for the Commissioners’ Establishment. Tho cut motions were either with- 
drawn or lost. 

The hon. Hii Mahomed Saadulla^ the Prime Minister, explaining the Ministry’s posi- 
tion, stated that they w'ould remain neutral pending tlie Secretary of State’s decision 
on the Ministiy’s recommendation for tho abolition of tho Commissioners’ posts. Ho 
further stated that the Governor had accepted the Ministry’s recommendation. 

23rd. FEBRUARY : — Except the cut motion brought by Sj Rabindranath Aditya 
with tho oincct of refusing the grant for the establishment charges of tho Hon’ble 
Ministers which was rejected by the house by 49 to 46 votes, all other cut motions 
were withdiawu after some discussions. 

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda'n cut motion ciiticising tho Govornraont in not releasing 
the political pii'^onois evoked considerable discussion wliicli mainly centred round the 
one point. This was whether peisons committed of dacoities in open day-light could 
be styled as political prisoneis. A membci fiom the Congioss bench having said 
■whether it was not a fact that Goveriimont themselves had teimcd these piisonors 
as such, the Hou’blo Sir Saadulla^ Homo Minister, said that the term was used only to 
facilitate classification in jail so that they might have got better tioatment. 

25th. FEBRUARY : — The Assembly passed to-day tho demands under Land Revenue 
and the Administration of Justice. Most of the cut motions were either 
withdrawn or lost. 

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda's cut motion to criticise the Govt-rnment for their 
failure to repeal the repressive laws elicited an a-ssniance from the hon Sir Maho^ 
wed Saadullah that no misuse or abuse of those Jaws would be made and that ho 
would come in with the necessary amendments to those laws as soon as ciicums- 
tances warranted such a procedure. 

It was stated on behalf of the Government in reply to a question by the same 
member that only one person belonging to Assam w'as * serving his sentence outside 
Bengal for offences of a political nature, one was restrained under the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and one was externed from Assam under the 
same Act. 

26th. FEBRUARY : — A sum of Rs. 3,20,265 was passed to-day under different demands 
for grant viz., (1) Excise, (2) Stamps, (3) Navigation (4) Railways, (6) Ports and 
Pilotage, (G) Education (European), (7) P. W. D. (8) Pensions (9) Stationery and 
Printing (10) Famine Relief and (11) Scientific Departments etc. 

The Oppositionist had not been able to nass a single cut motion and they 
escaped unhurt though severely criticised for tneir policy and action. Only ten out 
motions were discussed but these were subsequently either withdrawn or lost. 
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VOTINa:ON BUDGET DEMANDS 

Hitch over Ministers’ Salaries 

1st. MARCH The Assembly discussed to-day whether Ministers, after the 
resignation of their office, wore justified in drawing salaries according to the old 
Act passed by the Legislature. 

Tne hon. Sir Mahomed Saadulla^ Prime Minister, held that they could draw 
the salaries according to the old Act until that was repealed while Mr. Kamtnt 
Kumar Sen and others held the contrary opinion. 

The piquant situation was created as the Ministers of the Assam Government 
could not draw their salaries to-day for February, because the Treasury Officer of 
Hhilloug refused to make the necessary payment. It transpired that the Comptroller 
of Assam issued the salary slips in accordance with the Ministers’ Salary Act at the 
rate of Rs. 2,500 for the Prime Minister and Us. 1,500 for the other Ministers, 
while the Government billed at four graded rates with a view to keeping the 
collective amount of the salaries of the six Ministers within the budget provision 
originally made for five, piior to the Cabinet re-shuffie. 

2n<l. MARCH The demands for grants under the various heads were passed 
to-day. The cut motions wore either withdrawn or defeated. 

Mr. Rabindranath Aditya's cut motion under the head Education was defeated 
by 62 to 40 votes The mover contended that the Government had not taken adequate 
action among the Scheduled Castes and tribal people. 

In the course of the discussion to-day, the Hon’blo Maulvt Munawar Ah^ Minister 
for Education, assured the Assembly that he would call a conference of representatives 
of the Legislature and other piominont people to discuss the question of establishing 
a university. The Minister said that ho would like that the Jseat of the University 
should be Shillong. 

3rd. MARCH Trenchant criticism of the Assam Government was levelled 
to-day duri’ig discussion on Mr. Rabindranath Aditya's cut .motion under agricultural 

f rant. Maulvi Abdul Matin Choudhun^ Minister for Agriculture who was also the 
Resident of the Assam Biauch ot the Muslim League replying to Congressite 
critics said that virtually thoie was no diffeienco between the Muslim League and 
the Congress re-gaiding the policy and programme in these matters. He also said 
that ho intends instituting agiiciiltural suivey with a view to exploiing possibilities 
of improving the agiicultural land in Assam. 

“The function of the Government is not the establishment of industries but to afford 
all necessary facilities towards that end,” said the Hon’ble Maulvi Abdul Matin 
Chowdhurt^ Minister for Industries, replying to the criticisms made against the general 
policy of the Depaitment of Industiy during discussion of Mr. Rabmdra Nath 
Aditya's cut motion under Industries grant to-day. lie repudiated the usual charge that the 
Depaitment had no policy and programme and said that there was one and it was 
directed towards fostering small scale industries as had been followed for the several years 
past. Mr. Chowdliury did not reply to Mr. Aditya’s query if the present Government had 
nothing to improve upon the policy hitherto follo\^od by the Governments prior to 
Provincial Autonomy. Mr. Chowdhury however assured favourable consideration of 
suitable applications for industrial loan. 

The motion was lost without division and the oiiginal grant was voted. 

The Assembly also voted in course of the day giants under heads Agriculture, jails, 
Civil Works etc. 


Supplementary Demands- 

4lh. MARCH The Assembly refused to-day the supplementary demand for a 
grant of Rs. 14,000 for the continuance of the two offices of Divisional Commissioners 
for the remainder of the financial year, that is, January to March, 1938. 

The demand was presented under Section 78 (2) Government of India Act, for the 
due discharge of the special responsibility of H. E. the Goveinor. 

The other supplementary demands for grants under various heads amounting to 
Rs. 0,35,000 were passed without discussion. The grants under the heads Veterinary, 
Co-operative Credit and miscellaneous departments were passed. 

High Court in Assam 

8tSi. MARCH The motion for the presentation of an address to His Majesty the 
King for the establishment of a High Court in Assam was passed in the Assam 
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Assembly to-day by 40 to 16 votes. The Congress party, tribal members and some Surma 
Valley Moslems remained neutral. 

The amendment of Sj. Lakeswar Barua (Congress) for the location of the High 
Court at Gauhati was lost by 5:J to 4d votes. 

The Congress members walked out of the Chamber as a protest when the authenti- 
cated schedule of authorised expenditure in relation to supplementary demands for 
grants for 1937-38 for the Commissioner’s establishment was lefused by the House. 

The Assembly also passed the Assam Good Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release 
Bill. 

The Assembly then prorogued. 


Proceedings of the Assam Council 

Budget Session — Shillong — 16th. February to 19th. February 1938 

General Discussion of Budget 

Strong criticism of Assam’s budget was voiced in the Assam Legislative Council by 
Mr. Suresh Chanda Das w'ho opened the discussion on the budget when it was taken 
up- by the House on the 16th. February 1938, piusidod over by Mrs. Zuhida Ataur 
Rahaman,^ the Deputy president. 

“A little tinkering has been done here and there”, bo said, “and the whole 
measuie has boon bolstered up by the old process of appearing before the Central 
Governmont wnth a begging bowl. He wanted to know how long this “spoon-feeding” 
was to continue. Mr. Das was, however, glad to see that the demands were Ie.ss 
by about Rs. lO and a half lakhs compared with last year. The police, ho was also 
pleased to see, wore to get Rs. one lakh less. The decrease in the grants to public 
health, agriculUiie, co-operative credit and industries he cluiacterized as inexcusable. 

Mr. IP. E. D. Cooper said that in view of what i emissions in land revenue has 
cost the Government, there was ovoiy need for cutting expendituio to a minimum. 
They could however go too far in this respect and he w^as glad to see that doctois 
woio iieing subsidized foi the buneht of ryots. Mr. Cooper thought that the province 
should have a ministei for Communications. 

Mr. Satyendrr^ Mohan Lahtri regretted that no economy had been attempted by 
the Government in any of its departments. Rather a now post of Deputy i^.ecietaiy 
had been created and anothei Minister added to the Cabinet. 

Rai Bahadur Heramha Prosad Barua urged the establishment of travelling 
dispensaries to bring medical relief to villages and piessed for the improvement of 
village roads in the province. An industrial survey of the; province he tnought should 
be undertaken before Government aid was given to any industry. 

Mr. Qazananda thought the Governmont should start rcsoarch work into the 
piobloms of agricultural improvement and the sugar industry. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattacharyya strongly opposed the passing of any Bill on 
the lines of the United Provinces Bill for preventing the execution of decrees on 
ryots for the non-payment of debts. Any such measure would make capital shy 
and the cultivator would bo haid pressed in time of need. Mr. Bhattacharyya 
suggested the starting of prohibition m certain selected areas of the province. 

The House was adjourned till the next day. 

Death op the President 

17th. FEBRUARY ;~Rai Bahadur Monomohan Lahiri,^ President of the Council, 
died of heart failure at 4 a. m. to-day. Ho was 72 years old. Reference to the death 
of the Rai Bahadur was made to-day, and the House was adjourned as a mark of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. 

Mrs. Zubeda Ataur Rahman^ Deputy President of the Council, presiding said 
Mr. Lahiri was respected by all wno knew him. He was an eminent lawyer. 
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Sir Moliammad Saadulla, Premior, Maulvi Ahdnr Rahim Chaadhury. Rai Bahadur 
Heramba Piosad Barua, Mr. II. P. Gray, Mr (4 iz irianda A^arwall, Mr. Suresh 
Chandra Das, Rai Sahib Sonadhar Das Soriapafi, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattacharya 
and Maulavi Mohammad Asadiiddin Chaudhury also'iomed in paying tributes to the 
deceasd. 


High Court ior Assam 

19lli. FEBRUARY : — The Council on the motion of Sir Mohamcd Saadullah^ 
Premier to-d.iy pas‘'Od a i ('solution deciding to addiess II is ExeL'llen(;y the Governor 
for submission to His Majesty the King, foi tin* e,t ililishrriont of a High Court for 
Assam The House also passed the Assam Legislative Cliambeis (Mumhcrs’ Emolu- 
ments) Bill. 

Sir Mohomed S.iaduHali said tliat a High (V)uit would bo a paying profiosition. 
Sin(j 0 jyjl Assam, he said, had to make an annuil eonti ilmtion to the Bengal Govern- 
mont which duiing the last live \eais av**i.iged at 1 and one-fouith lakh of rupees 
a year for the i/rovince's share of woik in the Calcutta High Court. 

After leferimg to tin* license fe(*s of lawyeis and court f(*es, the Premier .said 
that the province could (MMi> provide for a High Court with 11in*e judges, and after 
paying all oxpenailure, have a saving of hi'f a lakh of lupees a yeai 

Dniing the deli it-*, Mr. Surc^h Chari'I/a Das jiO'cted out that tlie people of 
Sylhot were detiniti-lv against the mo\e foi a High Court, while R,ii Bahadur 
Heramba fVo.svr/ li<u ua held th.it juoviucial a-it-uioiny ceased to have any meaning 
without a High Court, 

All. 7/ Gray (Kiiiopeaii FMauteis’ lejuesentative) snppoited tlie motion. 

Ml Saraf Chandfu Bhat(a( harya said that as hotli th(3 Assam Valley and the 
Suima Valle) peirple weie clamo iiing foi the S“{)aratmn of Sylhet from "^Assam it 
would bo pieraatuie to discus^ the que^jtioii 

Afttu Mohatued Saadtdlah had loplied, the motion was put to the vote and 
carried by a majoiity. 

Mi:mi5I,k-’ Emolumkm'^ Bill 

Tlie motion foi tlie con-iideiati-ui of the \I-'inbeis’ Kmolumenls Bill, also moved 
by tlie Premier, was came-l by 7 vot-"^ t-i 4. Four nh*mlteis lomaiued neutral. 

The Bill provuh'.s for giving Us l')0 a month as silai\ to a member of both 
Houses ot the Legislafuio, in aldition to tiavelluig allowances. ' 

The Bill, it will bo ieraembt*ied, was passed bv the Lowei House, but the salary 
clause w^as turned dow'ii tiy the ('ouncil. The Bill was - again i)a‘'sed by the Assembly. 
The Council was then pruro()ued. 
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Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 

January Session— Lahore—lOth. January to 28th. January 1938 

CuANOE OF Draft* Rules 

The Punjab Legislative Assembly, which had beon specially summoned to discuss 
the diaft lules of proccdiiio of the JJouse, bc^^au its ten-day’s sossion at Lahore on 

the 10th January 1938. 

The House disposed of foui of the 20 adjournment motions tab'od by the Conp-ess 
Party, Four motions weio disallowed hv the SfKahcf\ while tho fifth which 
referred to “a laid” by a police [larty at K.itam, Aniiitsai distiict in November last, 
was admitted for discussion at a latoi 

The diaft rules of proeoduro of tho House weie then ietroduend and 13 out of 
the 149 clauses weie disposed of during the dav, the Opposition amendments beinj' 
withdrawn or lejected The House was divid'd in lei^oiid to tuo amendments. Mr. 
Mantlal Kolia's amendment A\h!eh was lejeeted hv 70 voles to d I, demanded that on 
notice being given at question time, the assent of 00 inembeis should iie sutllcient to 
discuss a matter of uigeiit importance in the Ibuise on am d.iy foi half an hour. 
The 1 ale laid down that the majority of menib''is presi'iit sho ili dis-i le the question. 

The second amendment which was defeatt'd b> 71 to 0(3, wanted at least 25 per 
cent of the numhor of sittings to bo set apart foi iion-oirn i il^ Ini',! less. Tiio Goveiu- 
ment spokesman said that no sueh lules wee neeess.uy When there was no pre- 
ssiue of Government business tho -above practice had been adheied to. 

Police R\in in Katani 

11th. JANUARY Tho Goveinracnt won their thud vn.toiy to-day wlion Lala 
Dunichand's adjournment motion on the police laid in K.itani village rieai Amritsar 
in Novomt'Oi last was defeated b} 79 vut»*s to 21. 

Lala Dunichand (Gongiess) iii the coiuse of his sjioeeh dedaied that tho wliolo 
population of the vilhtge w'as Congress-mindi''! and ‘‘the onl\ object of tlie laid w'as 
to teirify Congressmen’’ 

Mir Maqhool Mahinood, Pailiamentai y Seoictaiy, saiJ thit Katani was tho woist 
village in rcSfiect of ciiniti in the whole di^tiiet and the Govei nment vvas compelled 
to oiganise a camj aign of laids and the rai-l on Novemi>er 29 was one of a hnnlied 
jaids carried out dining two inoiitlis last \t*ai. Dai.ng tlii‘ paitimlar raid, Mr. 
Mahmood said, tho houses of only three pensoii", vri'ie s au'hed Tli(' police paity 
which was headeil by u gaz*'ttcl ofheei (oiisisirtl of llindiis, Sikln, Moslems and 
Europeans and from siieli a b<Mjv nobody (‘ouM exp-s-t anv form of tyianny 

Sardar Vjjal iSinyff, I’ar liameritar y S-'cndary, eo!itiadi'*ting the staternei.w made 
by t^riniathi Roghhtr Kuor womien wmie talem out fiorn then lious<'S and benlea 
by tlio police sai'l that rhe l)i‘put\ C mimijisioner who made an inqniiy into the 

incident was satisfied tliaf tiic alleg.itions contain'd in tin motion weie baseless. 

Concluding, he said that under the clianged ciicumsrari'jes the [)uhhe should levnso 
their attitude towaids tlie police. 

Another adjournment motion was alm’ttrd to-day and it was agicfsl that it should 
be discussed on Thuisday. The morion was sponsuci by Mi i^oftan Stmjh Josh to 
discuss “the failuie of tlie (Jo \ cm nment to give itdief to peasants of about seven 

vilhu:os of tho Amiitsai distiict wdicio cio|»s of paddy cotton and maize had beon 

damaged by Iiail.stoim and the Govi'inrnent ha-l exardnl full leveiuio fimn thora.’' 

The iSjjcaker aunouiieed that aj)ait fiom the 15 a'l|.)uiiiuient motions left over 
from jost.'rdiiy, he had leceivnd notices of 20 moic adjoi nment motions. Sevora’ 
motions foi adjournment w'eie then disalliAved. 

blow piogiess w^as made wirli fJie di.sjMisal of rules of procedure to-day. Only 
five clauses weie passed wuth minor amuiidmoiit.s. 

Kiltef to Piasakts in Amriisar Distrk’t 

13th. JANUARY A/r. Sohan Sn (jh Jrsh’s adjoin nrm nt niotiou on ‘the failure 
of Government to ^ive lei ef to ( easant's*’ oi .seven \illagis in tlie Amiitsar distiict 
where crops had been damaged by Laiistoim was lejtccd to-day by b6 votes to 33. 
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Sir Sundersingh Majithia opposing the motion said that the total area sown in 
these village was 3,025 aores, and of that the hailstorm had damaged 170 acres. The 
total revenue derived from the damaged area was Rs. 5,155 and the Government on 
learning of the damage had remitted Rs. 327. The Government, he said, had already 
given about Rs. 13 lakhs in takavi loans Rs 7 lakhs by way of remissions and 
suspension of land revenue to the extent of Rs 13 lakhs. 

Mr. Pariah Singh^ supporting the motion, deseiibed the hardship of the peasants 
in the affectc’d ares. 

Jioja Ohanzn'ifarnlt Khan^ pailiamentary secretary, opposing the motion appealed 
to tho ruovor to withdraw the motion m vit*w of the fact that the Government had 
already helped the ryots by granting adequati? remissions in land revenue Refeinng 
to the' prefeieiitial t'{*atment to the Unionist {•on-.tituenoies as alleg<‘d by Mr. Josh 
lie said that if the Government had been liberal in such constituencies it jould be 
claimed tliat they had been liberal all over the province* for there were a few rural 
oonstitiioncies which were not I’epresented by the Unionists, 

Chowdhari Karfar Sivgh (Congress) asseited that the Government’s tioatment 
of the non-Unionist areas was step-mothoily and added that an inquiry should bo 
held into tho matter. 


Change ok Draft Rules 

Only one clause of tho draft rules regulating the procedure and conduct of 
business of tlie House was disposed of to-day An amendment to the definition of a 
question moved tiv Lain Duntrhand (Congress) in order to retain the existing 
privilege of requesting th(> Government take action” on the suggestion contained 
therein was defeated by 87 votes to 29. 

A DJOUR.NMENT MOTIONS DiSCTSSED 

14lh. JANUARY -R eferenijo to tho laige nnmbi'r of adiouinment motions 
which liad been figuring eveivday on tho agenda and hampered the business of the 
Jlouse, /as made bv Chnudhun Str Sahah-nd Duu Speaker, at to-dav’s mooting 
of till* Assembly Tlie Speaker sought the help of the membe's for finding a way 
out of tins diffu ulty 

The Speaker quoted Standing Ordeis and porn od out that while technically tho 
motion reia'ived lulf an lK»ur before the sittiiig of the House \\ou!d be in order, it 
was necessary to eniphasi/e that tho matter must be definite, urgent and of public 
impoitanco He par ticular I> laid stress on matters being urgent winch ch>ai}y they 
<'euld not he when noti<5fs of sueli mot'ons were given (la\s and even weeks ahead. 
In this coniievion he rt'fened to the ptocediiie in the House of Commons and 
added that he was unable to find any precedent to guide him in this mattiu. 

Dr. Oo/nr hand Bhn? gnva^ Leader of the Opposition, said that as a way out of 
th‘> imra^'diate diffi<ultv, tlie (')pposition would be ready to give up a number of 
adj^ 'iniinent motions selecting onU a few winch they want'sl to bo discussed. Even- 
tually it was agieed that the matter wouhl b»* considered by tho speaker in consulta- 
tion with the Ooposition Leader and the L«*aler of the House. 

I ho House then took ufr five adjouinmruit motions selected by the Opposition 
Leader and two o'fieis out of the LS on the agt'uda witli tlie evcefdiou of two, on 
the* looiuit hunger -sti ike by political prisoners in tho Runj ih jads , the rest were 
icjectcd or withdiawii, H\ agieornent with the (iovei nmi'iit, the Opjrosition did not, 
however, move tho above two motions but decided to bring them up as substantive 
resolutions l.itei. 

The Assembly discussed Mi. Hart Stnqh's avljoornment motion regaiding the 
loiry diiveis’ stiike on New Yeais Dav resulting in complete dislocation of tiaffic. 
The motion was rejected by 83 votes to 29 The House then adjoin ned till Monday. 

SnTLEMi:NTARY DeMANDS 

17ih. JANUARY .'—The sujiplemontai v demands fur grants for 1937-38 were 
passed to-day. The Opfrosition members h.id tabled a large number of cut motions. 
Many of these weie ruled out of order while others were defeated. 

The House divided on Mr. Hart Singh's motion reducing the item of Rs, 15,100 
under the head ^Maiul revenue eomnnttee” to ciitu-ize the teims of reference to the 
committee. The motion was lost by 75 votes to 30. Ihe rest ot the demands were 
passed, guillotine having been applied. 
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Endowment for Badsuahi Mosque 

18th. JANUARY Aftor a debate lasting for over throo houis, the Assembly 
unanimously passed a lesoliition moved by the Piemier, Sir Stkaiidar Ilyat Khan 
approving the nroposal to raising an endowment fund for repairs and maintenance 
of the Badslialii Mosque, Lahore. The resolution also recommended that the 
Government should, if necessaiy, undertake legislation for the imposition of a cess of 
one pice per rupee on all laud revenue paid by Moslems in the Punjab for not more 
than two harvests. 

Replying to the debate the Premier said that it uas a religions matter and the 
poor Moslem peasants would he happy to contribute tlu'ir share. The Premier then 
refeired to the raaehinGry for the administration of the fund. Sir Sikandar Ilyat 
Khan said that Rs. 11 lakhs were needed for the purpose and the (lovoinment of 
India had promised Rs. 2 lakhs on condition that the balance was foithcoming and 
the Endowment Fund thus set u{> would bo managed by a s|)Ocial committee under 
a Moslem Minister of the province. He announced that the Nizam of Hydeiabad 
had promised Rs. 2 lakhs. 

Exemption of Agricultural Ivcome 

20th. JANUARY : — Congress members staged 'a walk-out to-day following their 
inability to apply the olosuie to the discussion of a lesolution moved by a member 
of the Ministonal Paity wliii h was geneially accepted hy tlio House. 

Tbo resolution, which sought that a ceitain propoition of the agricultuiists income 
be declaied exempt fiom aitdehment in the execution of deciees, bad been discussed 
for an hour levesling unanimity of opinion legarUing its acceptability. 

Congioss membois flesiied tlosuie of the discussion in oidei to discuss the next 
resolution standing in the name of a Congiess member lecommending to the Govern- 
ment to discoutimo the ])ractico of nominating membeis to municipal and distiict 
Boards. 

The Deputy Speaker who was presiding directed a division on the motion which 
the Congress Members did not want lesulting m the closure motion being rejected. 
Only the Ministerial Party took part m the voting. 

21»t. JANUARY The Assembly had a lively sitting to-day. The House divided 
on ten occasions, and a mist.ike in tlie juoccduie committed by the Deputy Speaker 
(Satdar Dasaundha Stuyh), yas latei collected by the iloust‘ With (be exuejition 
of one Bill, nine othcis tabled by the Opjtositiou mcmbeis weis lefiised leave of 
intioduction. 

Removal of PiEOGARy 

The Deputy Fpeaker forgot to jiiit tlie question to the House- whethci Lala Duni- 
rhand be givtui leave to intiodiice bis BiU foi tlie KcmoA'al of Beggaiy in tb(‘ Puniab. 
The Opposition members (daimed tliat the mistake having been committed the Bill 
be considmed as intioduced, while the Pri'mici (b’clmed to accept die ptfsition 

The speaker {Chaudhun Sahnfmddiv) who, in tlie meaiitime, had ariived, lOok 
tlio sense of the House. On a division the House decided by 77 votes to 29 to correct 
the mistake. The House again diveb'd and, by 09 votes to 30, lefiised leave foi the 
intioduction of La'a J)unicJiand’s B.l! 

Mil Mnqhoot Mahmood, pai liamentai v sccietary, was not allow’id to move a Bill 
on the strciigib of an eailier ruling given by the Speaker titar jiarliamentary secie- 
tanes, being memliers of Govfiument, could not ask (jucstioiis or introduce motions, 
specially on a non-official day. 

The only Bill intioduced was Duvan ChanianlaVs Anti-Pliouk Bill. The House 
then adjouiued till Monday. 

Motor Traffic and Land Alienatiov Bills 

24th. JANUARY The House lofened to the Belect Committee two Govoinment 
rocasuies, tlie Motoi Traffic Dlfencc Bill and the Alienation id I^and Amendment Bill. 
The foimoi obviates the necessity of tlie motonst being present or being icpiesenled 
in court by a pleader on the commission of a nnnoi offence away fiom his home 
town while the lattei Bill piohibits the de.‘'ijoj iiig, by digging, of land by a lessee or 
a Moitgagee. 

Rajnd progress was made with the draft rules regulating the procedure of the 
House, all the 17 clauses relating to interpellations being disposed of. 
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CHANaE OP Dra.pt Roles 

Tliere was a lengthy discussion on Mr. Eari Singh's amendment, adding now 
clause to the effect that answers to quostions shall be direct, clear, dcfimto. and le- 
lovent and not evasive. 

The Oovernmont opposed this on the groun I that answers were as clear and 
direct as was possible in the public interest anl tint it wjull bj dilli niU in practice 
to decide whether an answer was evasive. 

The amendment was rejected and the House adjourned. 

Relea.se op Politicals 

25th. JANUARY A debate legaiding the hunger-striking political prisoners 
was held to-day on the motion of Dr. Qopichand Bhargava^ recorurn ‘uding to the 
Government to take effective and immediate stejis, to conce le tiie demands of the Iiiinger- 
stnkers in the Punjab Jails and to effect their release. Dr. Bliai-gava said that there 
could be no objection to their release when they had given an assurance that they no 
longer believed in tlie (;ult of teiionsrn. 

As regaids the argument that tfie Cnigress Ministries had not leleased the jirisoiiers 
yet, Di. Dhargava said tliat the Congress Mmistrres had publiolv declared that they 
had 110 powons Put the Punjab Ministeis declared that they liai all the powere of 
an Autonomous Piovirieo. Why did they not then leh'ase the prisoneis and satisfy 
the public ? It was no U'>e of koe[)ing patriots in jails when two Ministeis of tlie 
Punjab Goveinraont Iiai had a taste of jail life. Ilis infoimation was that the Pio- 
mier wanted to rehM-^e them but there was an inviueible power which prevented 
liira from taking tliat action. It was that powei whitli was increasing the mimher 
of political piisoneis m tiie Punjab 

After some memhui.s fiorn the Opposition anl the Treasuiy Denches had spoken 
on tiie motion, the hon. Sir Stk>in>ler Hyat Khan^ the Premier, replied to the debate, 
lie said that they must diffeieutiate between those piisoneis who were convicted of 
violence and otheis who were not guilty of violence. 

Relating to the charges against the hnugei-sti iking piisoneis the Premier said that 
some were eonvicted of murders and daeoities and others for organising a body of 
bomb-trajrs in whieli two policemen were killed nnd sumo otln.r& w’eie injured. He 
asked the House wliethei it would be justified in releasing sueli pn.soueis. If he 
would release them, would lie be justified in kei'jnng behind hai^ those who nad com- 
mitted raurdeis of religious leaders and raoney-leudei s r* Keferiiiig to those politi- 
cal piisoners alieady leleased aftei then giviog undtu takings, the Piemiei pointed out 
tliat some of them weie not fullilling then pledges He teaioJ that he might have 
to St'ud tliera back to jail if lln‘\ coiitnuiod bieaking them. As legaids t lie statement 
of the Opposition Leadei th it th-uo was an lUMiKible jrowiu, jrievonting Inrn from 
icleasiiig tiie piisoneis, the Piemiei said that there was not a single case of obstruc- 
tion or inteifeieuce by the Governor. The Goveimii<*nt could not show clemency to 
tlio^e guilty of violence. He made it clear that the assurance given by him at the 
ISimla session of the Assembly that political prisoners could socuie their release by 
giving an uiidei taking tliat they would not indulge in Isubveisive activities still stood. 
Concluding, he cmjiiiasised that Ins Go vuinm eat would not allow any movement to 
disturb the public tranquillity. 

The motion wdieu put to vote w’as rejected by 8J votes to 33. 

27th. JANUARY .—By a majoiity, the Assembly agreed (o-day that loave to move 
motions of ‘‘no-confidence” in u Munster or Ministry as a whole should bo granted 
only if the motion w'as suppoited by 50 members and leave to move an adjournment 
motion should bo granted it the motion was suppoited by 35 members. The number 
of Onposition membeis in the Assembly is 45. 

Tne conduct of the jnocessiomsts, wlio maichod on the Assembly Chamber, 
on January 24, in defiance of the oidoi under Section 144, Cr. P. C., was severely 
criticised by the Assembly on the motion of a ‘Unionist member Mr. Fateh Khan. 
The mover said that it was the lirst shameless jnocessiou of this kind m the 
Province and it was a slur on the fair name of the Punjab. 

The Premier, the hon. Sir Stkandar Hyat Khan winding up the debate, 
declaied that he had followed the practice of the Biitish Parliament by promulgating 
the order under Section 144, Or. P. C. Uis grievance was against those who orga- 
nised the demonstration to defy the order. It was against the Congress oreed. The 
demonstrators had rejoiced over defying a Government order. He would say that 
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they had defied not the order of the Govorameiit alone, but also the order of Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. Conoludiii", the Premier advised the students not to take 
part m such hooliganism. The motion was carried with a division. 

28th. JANUARY : — The Assembly adjourned stnc dta to-day without passing all 
the Diaft Rules regulating t!ic jiioccdure and business of the J louse. The remaining 
rules will be consideiod at the Budget session. 

Before the adjoin nment the House unanimouslv instructed the Premier to 
repieseiit to tlie Govei nment of India to amend S.iction 80 of the Government of 
India Act m 01 dor to enable mernbois to speak in the House in English, 
Uidu or Punjabi. 

The Piemier, the hon Sir ^ikandar liyat Khan^ infoirned the House that a 
repiesentation was made some time ago to the Gove i nment of India and he piomised 
to press for an early amendment. 


Budget Session— Lahore— 23rd. February to 11th. April 1938 

Mr. Raxoa's Emry into Pumau 

The Budget session of tlie Ass.mibly torarnonced on the 23rd February 1938. 
After question houi. Mi Bart Stmjh asked li'avo to move an adjoin nment moinm 
to discuss an oidwr ieeentl\ on Piolossoi Ranga, a rnembei of the Cential Assembly 
and Piesident of the All India Kisan Commiitro piohibiting his futiy without ponni- 
ss’on into the Pnniab for one >eai The Syrahcr allow lmI tin* motion and fi.xed its 
discussion foi tile next daN. 

The Bouse theu discuss**d the diaft lulcs of piocedure and 15 of the.so were 
passed, all tho Cuiigiess amendmeuts being defeated 

24th FEBRUARY .—Aftoi two hoiiis’ discinssion the Assernhly to-day rejected by 
61 votes to 122, Mr, Hurt Snigh's adjournment motion ciitici/iug the oidei piohibiting 
the entiy w’lthout pei mission of Piofessoi Ranga. Mi. Ban Singh (Congiess) in 
criticizing tho Goveinmcut action, hold the ordei to bo unjustifiable. 

The Premier, in oj‘posing tho motion, said that he was unahle to di\ulge the 
reasons on the flnoi of the Bouse which w'ould e>i»imi w’hv In* had agi(*etl to an 
ordei against Pi of Kanga’s cutiy into the pioviine Be was not suie whetln*! 
Ml. Ranga hirnsolf knew that ceitain oig miz.Uioiis in tie* ptovinee li.id an angel to 
hold meetings foi accentuating mass feeling wln‘ie tln‘\ n . ^.‘d Mi ItingM to spiuik. 
Jt was to stop holding of these meetings that his euti\ to ’die p. hanned. 

Any movement which was designed to overthiow' the society by violeiiL^uA ." was, 
said the Ficmier, to be ojjposed. • 

Adjournment Motions DisrussEO c* 

Four other adjournraent motions were tabled, of which two fell through lack of 
suppoit while two others standing in the names of Lula Du?ncha?id and Begum 
Huahida Latif weie ruled out of older. Begum Latif’s motion sought to discus^, tho 
satyagiaha that is being ollered by Moslems in connexion with the IShahidganj 
disi)Ute. 

Lala Dumchand (Congress) read oat his motion over tho crisis created over the 
release of political piisonois. Tho mover held that tho ciisis had affected every pait 
of the countiy especially the Punjab where several pnsoneis were yet to be released. 
The motion was disallowed by the Speaker. 

Financial Statement for 1938-39 

1st. MARCH The sound state of the Punjab’s finances, with an estimated 
surplus of over Rs. 50 lakhs, to which must be added tho Govoinmeut of India 
contribution of Rs. 11 lakhs, was revealed by the Hon. Mr. Manohar Lal^ Finance 
Minister when he introduced the Budget for 1938-39 to-day. 

Tho surplus was tho moie creditable in that exceptional expenditure had to bo 
met consequeut upon the introduction by tho Ministiy of the reforms, which could 
not be included i"! the Budget last year. 

Refeiiing to the situation which faced him at the close of the year 1936-37 
the Minister said : 
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“At the time when the Budget was presented in June last year, the year had 
already closed but the final accounts had not been made up and only revised figures 
were available. In the Budg(‘t for the year Revenue receipts had been estimated 
at Rs. 10,44,20,000 and revenue expenditure at Rs. 10,(30,58,000 showing a deficit of a 
little over Ks. 10 and one-third lakhs. But the yeai’s working proved favourable 
and the revised figures showed an improvement of Rs. 42 and ono-third lakhs in 
revenue roeeiiits while revenue expenditure increased only by a little over three 
lakhs— a total net improvement of 39 and one-fourth liiliks — eovoiing a budgeted 
deficit of Rs 16 and ono-thiid lakhs into a surplus of Rs. 23 lakhs. 

‘When the Government realized a coufdo of months ago”, the F'inance Minister 
later remaiked “that a substantial surplus was likely to emerge though nothing 
like tlie present figuie could then bo in view of the estimates, have imjiroved literally 
flora fortnight to fortniglit — it boi^an seriouslv to examine the bc'^t method of dealing 
with tlio Ruipliis. Tho plan is the simple one of converting neaily the whole of the 
estimated siuplus of Rs. 61 lakhs, composed of our revenue surplus of Rs 50 lakhs 
and i!io Government of India (jontuhunori of Ks. 1104 lakhs into a Speoial Fund 
available foi use and at our disposal in the future. Honourable raombfjrs liave no 
doidit lornarked that a supplemental y estimate for the creation of this Fund has 
already been piesonted to tho Assembly. The object of this Fund i.s the prosecution 
of an intensive policy of doveloprnent and roeonstruction all along tho line mainly 
in lural areas. 

Tho amount to ho devoted to tho Special Fund would be Rs. 55 lakhs. Tho 
whole of til'" revised siirphis would hive been used, were it not for the fact tliat 
tlie full optimism of that estimato might not be realized. Tho not surplus shown was 
tliiuefore Rs. 6,24 lakh'-. 

I’ointing out that, unlike last year when expenditure was authorize 1 for four 
moiitfis by the (yovmnoi under tho Transitoiy Provisions Older, for the present 

Bu !g-‘t tlie Ministry was wliollv respousilile, the Minist(»r said. 

Tlio estlmat'^s for 1938-39 are levumio receipts Ks. 11,41,50,000. revenue 

expeudituie Rs. 11,38,42,000. 

Ritpi’llmi.xtauy Demn-n'ds 

2nd. MARCH “If the Congiess is a nou-c'>mmunal body it should come forward 

to solve tho Sliahidgauj pioblern. My sei vices will bo at its disposal.” This stato- 

mtmt was made by Sir Si/amdir f/auiit Khan^ the Premier to-duv, ie\)lying to 
criticisms on the provision foi a i htion-il po!i<‘o in the sujiplementarv estimates. 

Sir Sikandar said tliat the empl'ivrneai of adlitionul p >Iiee was duo to the existence 
of communal toiision. In evoiv session he hai appealed to the House as will as 
the public to help the Govoinraent iii iriipioving tho unnraunal atmosphere so that 
the additional police foice could be disp«‘nsed with, bur tlieie had be-*n no signs of 
impiov'ement. Even tuav tlie ShahiJgunj agitatiea was eontiuumg The Piemier, 
continuing, said that tlmse who hai ai ms'G the feelings of the Moslem public were 
icsjioiisible for the communal tension to-diy. 

Dr. M. Alum protested against the leniaik anl th-’ Premier said tint it ajipcjuiod 
to bo a (;ase of guilty c mscienoo. Tho Speaker asked iSir Sikander Hyat Khan to 
withdraw tho remark \>hich tho latted did. 

Yorixo ov Budget De.\i.ixds 

Voting on demands for grants was then taken up and GO out of 20 demands woie 
accepted, many of tliom without any opposition. About a scoie of cut motions had 
boon tabled, but all excepting those relating to the head “miscellaneous,” were ruled 
out of order. 

3rd. MARCH Discussion was resumed to-day on Mr. Mohamined Hassan's 
token cut motion seeking to reduce tho item of Rs 8,300 on account of durbar 
charges by Rs, 100. 

{Several members purtieipted in the debate amidst freiiucnt interruptions by tho 
Speaker who warned raember.s against repetition. 

The Premier, winding up the discussion, said that, if calculated tho amount of 
money spent in discussing a small supplemental y grant, would bo found to be more 
than the grant itself JIo adtied that it was most undigmfyiug for members to have 
opposed this expenditure which was incuned during the visit of tho Viceroy to 
Lahore, especially as His Excellency, being tho representative of the King, had a 
direct oonnextion with the country,' and members of the House had taken the oath 
31 
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of allegiance to the King-Emperer. When Opposition raemhers did not mind spending 
money in welcoming other loaders, why did they grudge this small expenditure most 
of which had been spent in renovating the ancient durbar hall in Lahoio Fort ? 

Dtwan Chaman Lai asked if tho Premier had ever thought of spending that 
money on a reception for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Continuing, the Premier referred to the martial traditions of the Punjab, and 
said that members who had si^okon against Punjabis joining tho Armv, did not realize 
the feelings of the proud military people of tho province. lie, however, assured the 
House that the Durbar was not hold to give a fillip to recruitment. 

The cut motion when put before tlie House was lost by 00 votes to 28. 

An interesting legal point was next raised on Mr. Hari Singh's motion proposing 
to 1 educe tho item of Rs. 55 lakhs on account of tho constitution of tho Special 
Development Fund by Rs. 100. 

Mr. JTari Singh’s cut motion was then briefly discussed, onlv Divvan Chaman Lai 
and tho Premier speaking on it, and lost. Tho guillotine was applied to tho discussion 
and the rest of the grants were passed. 

Proiiibitiox Move ix Punjab 

4lh. MARCH : — The resolution moved by Paja Parmaji Alt Khan rocomm'^nding 
to the Government that prohibition be introduce I in five distiicts of the pioviuce 
on tho expel imental basis was passed by the Assembly to-day. 

Mr. Mamlal KaLta, a Congioss mornber moved an amendment to Iho efr^ct that 
immediate stops be taken to introduce prohibition on an expenmoidal ba^^is, in all 
one impoitant district in eacli of the five divisions of (lio proviiu'e, tliat tlio sale of 
liouor bo prohibited; that licenses, if granted, bo cancelled oi not renewi' 1 in any 
village 01 town where the residents ohjec’ed to tho oontimiaiiei> or opening of liquor 
shops ; and that a province-wide temperance movement he started 

Memhors fiom all sections of tlie llouse spoke in f.ivoui ol pi ()hil)ition on economic, 
moral and humanitarian grounds. Membeis of the Opposition a* (mis mI the Govern- 
ment of delibeiately delaying the introduction of ]»ioluhitinu at a t'me when tho 
Congress Governments had already taken stejm in that d'reetion and liad succeeded. 

The Piemier, 8ir Sikandcr Hvaf Khafi, iidiculcd tho jirohibitioii no\\ in foice in 
Madras which poimittod tlie tapping of toidx trees. 

Sir Sunderstngh MajUhta^ Minister for Excise, said that tlio Govi'iiirnent’s policy 
in the matter of prohibition was the same as that of tho Government of India. In 
order to onfoico complete prohibition thev would liave to part with nearly oiie- 
eleventh of their total revenue. Tho Local Option Bill had been applied to 40 dis- 
tricts which weio at liberty to go dry. Concluding, Sir Sundersingh said that tho 
Government had under consideration jiroposuls enforcing prohibition in one district, 
and of slowly extending it to other distiicrs. 

Mr. Kalia’^s amendment was lost by 35 to 89 votes, and tho original resolution was 
passed. 

7th. MARCH Political, social and economic pioblems of the Punjab woio dis- 
cussed to-day. Mr. Oopichand Bharqava^ leader of the Opjiosition, said that tJio econo- 
mic condition of tho zamiridars had not improved , nevm tiieli'ss, tht3 Government 
had painted a bright picture of the agriculturist in order to avoid a reduction in 
land revenue, Tho Punjab Government did not believe in the Indiamzation, for the 
post of Vice-Chancellor of tho University had recently been filled bv a European. 

Mr. Abdul llaye^ Minister of Education, intervening, pointed out that the post was 
not filled by the Punjab Government. It did not lie in their power, 

Continuing, Mr. Bharaava said that tho Rs .50 laKlis, which had been utilized as 
a development fund, would be “eaten away by travelling allowances.” He criticized 
the Government’s i3olicy in the matter of releasing political prisoners and declared 
that in the Punjab there had been no change in the system of government, 

8th. MARCH : — A thorough overhaul of tho Government machinery in order to 
effect an all-round improvement was suggested|by Ptr Akhar Alt, a Unionist, to-day. 

He warned the Government that if^ they did not wake up the Congress would 
capture power. Congress opinion was voiced by Lala Dunichand who said the Budget 
did not contain any proposals for imjirovemont in any direction. Khwaja Ghulam 
Mussain, an Ahrar member, congratulating tho Finance Minister -on the Budget 
suggested that special development fund should be devoted towards removing illiteracy. 
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Sardar Hari Singh (Congress) said that out of a budget of Rs. 11 erores, a sum 
of about Rs. 2 erores was tiou-votable. He wanted to know whether the Punjab 
Government had protested againt this provision in the Government of India Act. 

Mr. Fazal Ellahi (Unionist) congratulated the Finance Minister on presenting a 
balanced budget. He said that the Government had worked a miracle in a short 
period. 

Mr. Kabul Singh (Congress) opposed the proposal to spend two lakhs of rupees 
for the construction of residences for Ministers. Uo wanted that more money should 
be spent for the welfare of peasants. 

Primary Education Bill 

10th. MARCH After a full day’s debate to-day the Assembly referred the Punjab 
Primary Education Bill to a select committee. Mr. Abdul Kaye, Minister for 
Education, moving tljo Hill, said the 1919 Act liud not proved very successful. The 
compulsion had boiui nominal. Tlicio had been very few prosecutions and the punish- 
ment negligible.^ The piojiosed moasuro sought to make girls’ education also compul- 
sory, empowering the Government to compel local bodies to impose taxation for 
compulsory education, and in those areas, whore compulsion had not been introduced, 
to compel a boy, if once sent yoluntarily by paionts to school, to complete primary 
education and to extend the peiiod of compulsion tj five years 

Sardar Kapoor Singh moved an amendment that tlio Hill bo circulated. lie and 
several Opposition members argued that the Hill contained taxation proposals and 
sought to coorco r‘aieuts into sliding their dauglitors to school at an ago when ordi- 
narily strict purdah was observed in coitaiu communities. The amendment was 
withdrawn. The House then adjourned till March 14. 

Mifistlrs’ Tour 

14th. MARCH The allegation that the Ministers wore sent on their tour of 
villages not for imjiroving tho Administration but for doing projiagauda for the 
Unionist Party was madi* by Dr. \tahomcd HusHain^ who moved a cut motion to the 
demanu under rienerul Administiation. 

Chaudhri litasat opposing tho motion, pointed out that the Punjab Govern- 
ment weio siiend.ng the largest amount of money on tho bunovoluiit departments as 
compared with other J’lovmces. 

Mr. HartlaU <^cng!Uss member, said that no Administration, least of all, tho Punjab 
Government, would democratise itself wlien the Judiciary was subordinate to the 
Executive. Discussion was piocceding when tho House adjourned till March 16. 

SiivniDorvin Mosque Restoration Hill 

16lh. MARCH :—A diaraatu; statement was made to-day by tho hon. Sir 
Sikiuuhr Hyai Khan^ Piime I\Iinistcr, that tho Punjab Cabinet' was prepared 
to lendei its lesigii.itioii if th(» verdict -of the House went against it on tho Shahid- 
gaiij issue. This was fullowe 1 by the House refusing leave for tho introduction of 
the motion^ of “no conlileneo” in tlie Ministry, sought to be moved by the Opposition 
memher, Khiraja Ghuhim l/ussatn. 

The Piimo Minister. annouino'd that in tlie interests of tho Piovince as well as in the 
inteicsts of llie Mu'^lims of othiu' Piovinccs, tlie Ministiy had advised H. E. the Gov- 
cinor of the Punjab against giving sanction to the intib luctiori of Malik Barkat Ali’s 
Bill seeking tnfrr aha the lestoiation of the site of tho Shahidgunj mosque to Muslim 
and the piotcction of sueli mosqiu*s. The Premier, in the couise of his statement, 
said tliat tho Hill laised cori'^iitutional and othoi issues of a far-ieaeliing character. 
If tho Goveinoi w’eie to give his sanction for tho introduction of such a measure 
hero (Punjab), it would juovoke similai Bills iu those Hiovinces where non-Muslims 
wore in a majoiity foi the lestoiation of many Iiisfonc and impoitant places of 
worship, originally h ‘longing to them. Tho device proposed hy Malik BarLat Ali was 
not going to restoie Sliahidgunj to the Muslims. It would only increase the bitterness 
and leraovo for all timt> tiu' jirosppct of an amicable settlement. It was with these 
considerations that (he Ministry had (ondeied advice to the (Tovernor to with- 
hold sanction for the intioductioii of the Bill. tSir Sikander continued; “Nevertholoss, 
in view of the special cin’urastaiices in this » ase, my colleagues are prepared to abide 
by the verdict of the Uousii m this issue. The Cabinet as a whole is ready to tender 
its resignation if the veuliet of tho House went against it. AVo are even ready to 
resign if the verdict of a majority of the Muslim members disapproves of our action. 
If our rosignatiou could rostoio tho Shahidgunj mosque to Muslims we aro prepared 
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to resign.” The Premier appealed to his Sikh friends to reconsider the whole situa- 
tion, remarking that the reasonable attitude taken over this Bill by the accredited 
repiesentatives of the Muslim community who constituted the majority in the Legis- 
lature called for a recipiocal gesture from their (Sikhs’) side. He assured the House 
that failing mutual agieemcnt in the Shahidgiinj dispute by the parties concerned, the 
piesent Government would not fad to exhaust all tlio constitutional avenues open to 
thorn to find a satisfactoiy and just solution of tliis pioblom. The Piemier announced 
that the Government had under consideiation moans to ensure the due protection of 
all places of worship, so that a lepetition of tlio iucldcMits Id».o Sh.diidgunj would be 
impossible in fiituie. To this end, it was proposed to appoint a small mfoimal com- 
mittee of members of the House to advise tlio Goveinnient with regard to the pro- 
posals for legislation. In conclusion, the Prime Minister appealed to all patriotic 
persons to help the Government to find a solution of the pioblera. 

The Fateitw\l Inttdevt 

I)i.scussion on the adjonrnmont motion moved hy ^^ian Jftncarnddin, Secrotary 
of the Congress Paity, on the “failure of the Police to maintain oider at the jmblic 
meeting at Fateliwal near Amiitsar on Sumlav last and to protect the lives of tlio 
people assembled there, although duo notie(‘ liad been givtui to the police of impending 
truhle’’, gave raise to such confusion that ilio Spcakci had to adj')uni the House be- 
fore a veidict was obtained on the motion, t^toimy scenes maikcd the course of 
the debate 

Sarciar Sohan Singh Jos Social ist, declined to \Mthiliaw ceitain allegations ho 
had made against a member of the Unionist (Ministet i.il) Paiiy and was expelled 
from th<^ House. 

Ke/>?ying to tlie debate, the Piemier, the hon Sir Sika>tdcr IJyai Khan^ stated 
that tho' Fijhco had not boon sent to the viIIaL^e owing to y >liro pi eofenp.itinns with 
the Mohuiram and aho as tiouble was not ant/cj/»ate<i l>v the (lovein/moit. The Premiei 
requested the Leadoi of tiio Opposition to see that those (liuigu’ssmen. wlio paitici- 
]iatcd m the distui bances and weie i(‘sj.onsihle foi tlio innrdci of two men. weio 
ostracised from the party, Tlie Premiei went on to say that i)0 p u cent of tlie had- 
masdies had become feut " amia mcmhoio of the Congiess Tlo' statement oiaMsioiieil 
smdi an np-ioar that the Speakei was unable to maintam cider and adjouiiicd tlie 
Rouse, saying “I cannot allow disoidei” 

Rometi'mo after the Assembly disj-e sed the Cliamhcr hellcallcl in the memhers 
again. 

The House was half empty when the Sp'^nlrr said that lie had M'nt for the mom- 
beis to take a final o[),)(ii tiinity as tlie Spe.ikei of ttie ll'nise to aidiess tlieni as ho 
was not pieji.aied tc continue as Speaker wlnm the d'goity of t)ic Cliair \\as not 
being maintained. He said that whetln'i a person was a tliief oi a daooit, lie was at 
liberty to join any politual paity, AVhens then, was tlie cause for cit'ating an unioar 
on tbe iittcrciice of sin h woids as the Piomier sa’d. 

The piemier, Rt Sdiaiidcr Hynt Khan^ explaining, said that he had hetm nns- 
undeistood Re did not mean when he said that 9G pei cent of baJmashcb had joined 
the Congress, that 90 per cent of Cougie.ss members wore badmashes. 

Bewan Chamaiilal declared that tlie Premier had made an uncalled-for attack 
on the Congress and if he did not withdraw those words, the Opposition members 
would not paiticii»ate in the pioceedings and, thereafter, he with the Opposition 
membeis walked-out. 

The SiK'aker said that he had no other alternative hut to resign 

Tli(‘ Prennur assuied him that, sn far as the Mniislciial P.ii ty was concornod, ho 
could expect fiom it the fullest co-opeiation. 

The adjomnment motion of Mum Iftilharuddin^ which was the cause tlie earlier 
upioai in tho House, was rejected unanimouslv. 

Yotivg on Budget Demands (Contd.) 

18th. MARCH A vow to eschew eveiy item of tho ‘‘lich raanV’^ menu, and 
to live only on the diet of the pi'or was taken by a member to-day during a debate 
on the demimd for grants on general administration. 

The mernbei, Mr. S. 1\ Smgha^ who lepiesented the Indian Christian community 
in the Assembly, took tl.o vow when lie was voicing tlio grievances of certain Chris- 
tian occupancy tenants of the Montgomery distiict on whom, he alleged, a Malkana 
tax had been levied whieh, Mr. Singha said, was oi»orating [harshly on them. After 



-.24- 29MiLB, *38 1 VOTING ON BUDGET DEMA.NDS 245 

appealing to the Revenue Minister to remove the grievance Mr. Singha said : I am 
in deadly earnest. 1 shall not rest until this moial injustice to humanity \s removed 
and lest I falter or grow careless, I take a solemn vow on the floor of this House 
tliat I shall not taste the rich man’s food and shall livo on the simple diet of the 
villager until I have succeeded in getting the tax removed.” 

24lli. MARCH : — The noed for an expert industrial survey of the Province and 
the inculcation of a national outlook in industry, supporttHl by the principle of 
Swadeshi n all its aspects, was stiesscd hy several speakers at to-day’s dobat(3 when 
the dcmanl for a grant of Us 20 lakhs for the lr)dustiit‘s Denari raent was discussed. 

Tlio mover of a cut motion, Rai llah.vliir Miikundhd Part rn.tintaine<l that tlie 
success of the ludusOi.ilisation depended on the standaid of bving of the rural 
population, but lie regretted that the Industiies Depaitmont v. as unhelpful to a 
degree. 

Choudhtiry Ttkaram, Parliamentary Bi'cietary, emphasised that the pievions 
speakers had failed to takt* info account th*' f'lovoi iimruit's g'uieiou'^ appoi tionments 
for oveiy industry as well as thcir provision of technical and v. hole-time exports 
for such iridusfiies, as tcvtilo weaving, hosieiv, tanning ami d\ciiig Theie was 
the Industrial U'-soarch Labjiatorv ami special ar iarig('meiit'> liai been mad*; to 
guaianti'o a minirnum letiirn on outlay in all aeproved tiadf'S. A Special Devtdop- 
mtuit Fund had als > been r'stabli'iiied and ovruytliing pO''Sil>le was being done, oal- 
culatod to satisfy all except those who expected a new heaven ami an eaith witbm 
one year. 

25th. MARCH Till' debate on the cut motion to the d'^mand under the grant 
for tlie /m.Jii^.ti n’s /)e/».ut;mu]t ooneluded fo-<iav after the Minister for Development, 
the hori Phaudhini Su' Chotfu Bam lidd replied to the debate. The cut motion was 
lost by 71 votiss to J3 

To-da\’s spt'.ikeis m 'stlv <lcalt with the goneral aspect of industiialisaticn and 
tliO d'diaie w I', enliNOUfil only by the lejdv of th*' Dei elopmnit Mnu.der The 
latter tr.ive cooiu-> lijuics bfitli about th*' Punjab and the t’ruted PiOMncf's and 
(ituiionsfrah’d tlmt tho Punjab w’as spending a hudier jiercentago of its financial 
levtuiiics <>n lulustie's tliau the n.' i.’ht'out mg piovinoes Th'"' Punjab was also 
spending moi'* p'U hei! of the p »pnl U'on than tlie United proviiu <*s P’verMhing 
possible was bung dcfiC wirhm th** Fuiamual resources of the pio\ine‘-' to promote 
iioih the spiMt as well .is tire pra* tical side of injustnalisatinn as the Government 
fully behoved that the fuuiie oven of agricaltiiio depended upon the prosj'oiity of 
small iirdustnes. 

The Hissar Riot 

28th MARCH :~C ensnlerahle heat was eng.'udcred this evening when the 
Congiess Parly spon-oied an adjournment motion to discuss “tlm failure of the 
nutliorities to prevauit a ii*eairenco of the communal riot and the cous.'fpient blood- 
shed at Hissar on .Much '20." After a full debate, the motion was dct*'atol by OG 
votes to .')1. 

Dr. Gi)/)iehu?id Bhat'givu^ T/’ader of the Opposition, who .said that he was 
prosent at llissar on the day of tte* noting, state 1 that his pa’tv was iu)t trying 
to mak*; pelitiea' capioi! out of tlio in'uJ“ut t>ut wished that ofticials, if tlieii negli- 
gence WMS luovod, sliuild ho punibhed regaidlc'iS of then positron an 1 jiaity afliliation. 

Tiro Jbemier-, the bon, Bir Brkaada^ IDjat Khaa. in liis reply, assured the 
House tlrat if on investigatien, any ofTi'ual was fouml giiiltv of negligenee, they 
would be sevei*»ly pnuKli *d, R"ferrjng to the criticisms about the Unirv Conference 
Rumraoned by him, tire Piiine Miuistt*r said that if he had summoned coramunalists 
to the confenuice, it was becau.so every sivlo had to be heard The Prenver added 
that the daug^'r to the Piovinco was not so much from those wdio were open 
eommunalists, becauso tliey could be dealt wuth without any difficulty, but from 
those psemlo-nationalist.s, who were cioatiiig communal trouble from behind the 
scones while having the w’Oids of nationalism on their lips. 

29lh. MARCH Tlio guiUotino was applied and the Assembly passed to-day 81 
dcmiuds for grunt'>, amounting to Rs. 10 and a half ciores. 

Tho Premier, the hon. bii Stkandar Hyat Khan, speaking on the Land Revenuo 
demand, pointed out that in tho Punjab 80 por cent of Zamiudars paid land revenue 
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below Rs. 10. If the Government would reduce the land revenue by 50 per cent, 
zamindars would not moie than Cvo pice per head por month. That relief, he 
said, was nogliKiblo and besides theie would be a ^^Ioat loss to the Government. 
Genuine relief could be given to zimiudars by raising the price of commodities. 
This would be done by enacting a Maikoting Bill. The Premier calculated that by 
raising the price by two annas per maund of agiicultuial produce, there would be 
seven crores of additional income to zamindars of the Province. 

Seottiov Law Repealing Bill 

1st. APRIL :-Thoio were about a dozen non-ofTicial Bills on the agenda. One 
of these was Lala T)uni Chand'a lepealing the law of sedition. 

The Piemier, Sir Stkandar Ili/at Khan, opposing the Bill, said that ho wished 
that there was no need for a sedition law, but the fiosition in tho Punjab was (piito 
different. Bo assured the Bousi' that he would not use tho powei unless it was 
ffound absolutely necessaiy to do so. During tho last twelve months, ho had received 
recommendations for pioc('eding against about two dozen individuals, but had taken 
action against only one i)Oison. The Bill was. thereupon, tin own out. 

Anti-Piiooka Biil 

The Assembly next passed tin* motion for circulating Duvnn Chamnn LaVs 
Anti-Phooka Bill for eliciting public opinion AVlum the Bouse mid to-day for 
discussion for the first time in this session -of non-ofhoial Bills, Diwan Cliaman Lai 
moved that the Anti-Phooka Bill bo roferied to a 8eleet Committee. 

Lala Oopal D is, member of the Minmtoiial P.iitv, moved that tho Bill bo 
oil ciliated foi public opinion. Be said that Punjab should wait to see the form in 
which siu'h a Bill was passed by tho Conti al As'jombly After the Bill was passed, 
thev could make necessary impiovements in Diwan Cliaman Lai’s Bill 

Tho motion was supported by liaja Narcndranath and passed by 87 votes to 33. 
Tho House then adjourned. 

Muslim AVakps Bill 

4th. APRIL The Assembly without much discussion carried tho motion moved 
by Mr. Maqhonl Mahmood, Pailiamentary Secretary, to ciiculatG for jmblic opinion 
his Bill entitled the “Muslim Wakfs Bill”. Tho aim of tlie Bill was to establish butter 
control of Muslim religious endowments and to regulate the us(' of then incom''S. 

Ml. Maqbool ALdiraood defended his Bill hut aided that he was willing to accept 
an amendmi'iit in any direction in which puhl»o opinion might consider it m'cess.ai v 

Explaining tlie attitude of the (joveriirntuu, tli-' Iioii Mvin Ahul JIai/r, Minist(‘r 
for Education, said that the (Toveinraent wool 1 support tho f>ill if pulilic opinion w’as 
found to be in its favoui hpeeial attempts would i )0 made to ascoitain the opinions 
of Ulemas Meanwhile, tho Minister concluded, th<’ Govoinment wc’O not commit- 
ting themselves cither way. The Bouse then adjourned. 

Ui’Ro\RioiTS» Scenes in Assemhly 

7th. APRIL : — TJpioaiious scenes maiked tho proeoodings to-day wdien the 
Speaker had to adjourn the JTouso tw’o houis befoio time because (>f confusion and 
disoider. 

Aftei a livf'ly question hour, Lala Dunichand wanted to move an adjournment on 
the propaganda can id on by oflicial agencies in favour of Sanlar (biriga Singh 
against Dr. Satvapal m the Assemldy by-cb‘ction in tli i Sialkot constituency. 
Mi. Amjadalt, Parliameiitai y Sciuetarv. w’antod to know if the Congress did not use 
tho full Congress machinery in the Bijrior by-election in the United I^iovitices. 

At this stagtL Raja Narendra Nath inteivened to move an adjournment motion 
on Federation which w^as to come up befoie the Assembly on tho next day. Tho Lala 
maintained that he was in possession of the Bouse and the Uaja could not interfere. 

The Speaker ruled that Lala Dunichand’s motion was out of order, as tho Govern- 
ment had issued introductions to ofllcials not to inteifeio in tho oloctions and could 
do nothing moic if in spite of that any Govornrnont servant worked against tho 
instructions. 

Tho Raja thou pressed his motion when Qnposition members described tho motion 
as vague, frivolous and absuid. No nrgonev, they sawl, had boon ostablishod. 

The Premier intervened twice to suppoit tho Raja’s .motionj which ho said was 
not so absurd as desciibed by tho Opposition, 

A voice : “It is absurd after all.” 
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Z)r. Gopichand Bhargava^ Opposition Leader, pointed oat that notice of the re- 
solution had been received by the members on April 1. If it was urgent the Trea- 
sury Benches should have moved tho adjournment curlier. 

Dewnn Ckamanlal said that if tho Party could not make up its mind on a parti- 
cular resolution there was no reason why it should waste the time of the Ilouse by 
holding up its proper business. 

Malik Barkatali submitted that the House possessed inherent rights to adjourn 
without assigning reasons. 

Tho Speaker was upholding Malik Barkatali’s viewpoint when Dtwan Chamanlal 
pointed out that the Chair had twice ruled out tho Raja’s motion and it was only on 
tho Ihvmier’s intervention that tho Chair had lovised its ruling, Thu Premier dis- 
cribod Dowan Chamaulal’s statomont as impudent. 

This was tho signal for disoidor and confusion amidst which Diwaii Chamanlal 
was hoard to say, “It is not a House, it is a faniashn.'' The Spoakei asked the 
Diwan to explain what he said upon which ho asked the Speaker to address the 
Treasury Benclies for explanation. Confusion and noise increased and the Speaker 
abruptly ad|ouruod the House 

‘ Federation. Resolltion Passed 

8th. APRIL By 99 votes to 33. tho Assomhly to-day pa.ssed a resolution oppos- 
ing the piesent f(*<leral sclieme and asking for its levision. 

The U'solutiori was an araondrneut moved l»y the Premier, Str SikanOcr Tlyat 
Khan, to a resrdutiori by Lain Sudarshana, .a Coiilo (.S'* mernltu. The Piemiei s ii'So- 
luti-m \viis as follows* Assemhh cou'.idois tint the FoJeial ^eheine ffjimulated 

in the (lovei uineiit of India Act 193.3 is urisatisfactoi v, and in view* of the urgency 
of the piolilem leconimends to tlio Cl rvenirnent that tlio eailiest [jo,sible steps ho 
taken ladieallv to revise the scheme m full consultation with all sections of tlio 
people eoncorned.” 

Land Alienation Amend. Bill 

11th. APRIL :~The Bndgid session of the Assembly concluded to-day a^ter 
passing the Alnuiation of Land (Amen liiKMit) Bill an i eeilain inles of proeeduie. Tho 
lemainmg rules have ht'on loft for. consideration duiing the t:5im!a session. 

Tlio Ilouse was then prorogued. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1938-39 


Proceedings of the C. P. Council 

Budget Session — Nagpur — 1st March to 31st. March 1938 

Financial Statement for 19J8-39 

The Budget sosaion of tho C. P. & Berar Legislative Assembly commenced at 
Nagpur on the Ist. March 1938. Tho Budget for 1938-39 was jiresented ou the 
next day, the 2nd. March, by the Finance Minister, tho Hon’ble All. D. A. Mehta^ 
In doing so, tho Hon. Minister said 

“A budget of Rs. 4 and throe- fourth crorea is all too small for the needs of the 
province with a population of 10 millions, but within the timo and the resouices 
avai'able to us wo nave endeavoured to minimise waste and readjust tiie burden of 
taxation, and maxirniso social dividend from public expenditure. Given better 
criticism from within and interference in the name of the Constitution from without, 
there ^ is no reason why we should not face the future in a spirit of subdued 
optimism.” 

Tho Budget shows a surplus of Rs. 80,000, receipts being Rs. 48100 lakhs and 
expenditure Rs, 481.18 lakhs. 

Striking a note of warning to the friends of the Governraont, Mr. Mehta said 
that he noticed signs of impatience and dissatisfaction at things not done tu their 
order. Ho appealed to them to bear with them m the dilTiculties which weie none 
of their making. “By their Impatience” tho minister added, “they unwittingly play 
into the hands of those who never wished well of us or of the great institution 
under whose direction and control wo havejindertaken tho responsibility of Governance’. 

Tho revised estimates for 1937-38 shows a deficit of Rs. 8.16 lakhs instead of a 
small surplus of Rs. 77,000 which was anticipated, due to an adverse seasonal fall of 
Hr. 10 lakhs under the head of laud revenue. The excise revenue estimates for 
1938-39 allows a loss of Rs. 6 lakhs owing to the extension of prohibition of liquor. 

Dealing with now expenditure, Mr. Mehta said that out of a total amount of 
Rs. 24.35 lakhs, Rs. 10.10 lakhs represented the usual commitments, Rs 7.54 lakhs 
the usual expansion of departmental activities and Rs. 6.71 lakhs for economic deve- 
lopment and improvement of rural areas wdiich they proposed to undertake in fulfil- 
ment of the intention to set a.sido a part of the revenue for rural welfare. Rs. 2 lakhs 
for improvement of rural development and Minister’s Vidyamandir scheme, Rs. 1.7 lakhs 
for the introduction of compulsory education In Betul and other districts and subs- 
tantial funds had been allotted for extending medical facilities in rural areas. 

Alluding to the special rural reconstruction schemes, the Finance Minister stated 
that the Budget provided Rs. 2 lakhs for improvement of rural communioations, 
Rs. 1 lakh lor water supply, in addition to Rs. 4 lakhs from the Government 01 
India grant, Rs. 24, OCX) for agricultural demonstrations, Rs. 22,000 for the encourage- 
ment of khadi, Rs. 70,000 for extension of medical relief and Rs. 26,000 for creating 
82 
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50 rural uplift centres in accordance with tho scheme of the AlMndia Village 
Industries Association, besides Rs. 25,000 for an industrial survey of the province. 

Referiing to economy otfocted, he said that the total saving in 1937*38 amounted 
to Ks. 9-1*2 lakhs, besides Rs. 3 lakhs resulting from measuios taken on tho rocom- 
mendations of the Iletronchmont Committee and possible further economies would 
yield another Rs. 6 lakhs. 

Mr. Mehta, piooeeding, said that they were resorting to fresh taxation only for 
tho purpose of linancing tho scheme of development, and claimed that the burdim of 
taxes would fall on the shouldeis of those capable of bearing it. lie esti- 
mated Rs. 2 lakhs on a(*(‘ount of enhaneornent of zaraindari land revenue for 
part of tho year, Rs. 3 lakhs m motor spiiit lubiicants tax and Rs. 2 and a half lakhs 
from employment tax. 

The Minister detailed the land rovenuo and forest concessions given to tho peasantry 
and said that tlie i emission of 12 and a half poi cent in rents to small holdeis in 
the province would benefit iieaily half the agruniltural population and would cost 
Rs. 4 lakhs to tho exchequer. The aLjiicultiiial debt lelod measure was at piesent 
under considoiatioii. Th^v also had a looted special measures to amelioi ate tho con- 
dition of the aboiiginal poiuilatiou of two and a half millions, out of a total of IG 
millions in tho province bv ofieuing 3G special scliools in the course of tho next 
three years and by granting concessions in foiost pioduce. 

Motor Tvxation Bill 

After tho presentation of the hndgid, the Assembly devotiul tlio whole day to a 
discussion of official iegislativt' business. 

The hon. Br. V. H. Kharc s C P. and Tb'rai Molor Vtdiicle Fees Bill, reviving 
tho C B. and Bmar Motor Vbdiieles A< t, 19dJ, whuh expiies ou Match 31 next, was 
intioduced, consideied and passed into la\\, without discussion. 

Motor Spiuit Tvxatios Bill 

Tho hon. Mr. P. B. Oolc's 0. P. and B<'rai Motor Spiid and Bnbiicaiits Taxation 
Bill was responsible for a firolonge<l debate, tho Opposition at lai king t he measuie, 
firstly, on tho giound of law, and secondiv, on tin* fact that a Cungiess Ministry, 
pledged to give lelief to ]k-*o)iIo, was t»ringing foiward a rnoasiiif. wlmdi would cause 
more unerajiloyment, say tho motor transpoit itnlustrv aii'i cit*ate monopolies whoio 
none existed. After a debate lasting over tw'o hours, the mcasuie was leferred to 
a select committee by 62 votes to 20 

Bill Tmpo^ixu Tw ox Profp.'.sioxs 

Dr. E. Raghavendra Bao, foimei I’n'in^.r of the Ccntial I'lovinces and an E.x- 
Governor led the attack on the hon Mr. F [f (}ol>'s next Bill, wdiu h soiigl ’ to impose 
a tax on professions, trades, callings or emploMiifid H*' oonti'n i» 1 that the Bill was 
a discriminatory legislation as tho Bovm-iiment di 1 not tax all prisons piosecuting a 
certain profession but singled out only those who wooe as^r^^.•,l tt) incrmt'-tax, for 
tho payment of an additional tax of Rs 7 pt*i quaitri 'fins t.ix wa"-, in eft'rct, a 
surchaige on tho income-tax and was, therrfoie. ultm vuch of the Li'gislature as 
only tho Federal Government could imposa it. Tlie Spcakei icserved Ins luliiig. 

GeXERAL Dl.SCU.'isIOX 01 Buooet 

3rd. MARCH Tho House began a gmieial discussion of tlic Budget to-day. Mr. 
Abdul Razak Khnn^ deputy hiader of the ()pp(tsitifin, ciiti i/.-mI tlm taxation measures. 

Messrs, fjidayat Alt and K. .S’. Abdul Rahman (Moslnn League) complained that 
the rights of Moslems were not being a<lequately piote< fed The Premier^ replying, 
assured them that the Congicss Ministiy would never he unfair to any community 
or oiganization The Ministry was taking action against CongieSMUen, Laliour spokes- 
men, Hindus, Moslems and jmisons of all communities, who infiioged llit' laNV. Mem- 
beis of the Hindu Sahha and som<* newspapeis had also Ixuui warned, and some 
prosecutions wore under contemplation. Pandit R. S. Rhuhla^ Munster for Educa- 
tion, said that the suggestion that tlio Ministry wxis tiying to stieagthmi its hold by 
making grants to certain institutions was basehxss. Applications of five schools run 
by Congressmen nad been rejected. Mr. D. K Mchla, re]>lying to the debate, said 
that the economy committee appointed by th-j (Jovoi rirnerit had not yet concluded its 
work. Its ad interim recommendations suggesting savings to the extent of Ra. 9 lakbs 
had been accepted by the Government. The Assembly then adjourned. 
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VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 
The C. P. Berar Finance Bill 

4th. MARCH By 6J votes to 36 the Assembly carried to-day the-hon. Mr, Oole's 
motion for reference of his C. P. and Berar Finance Bill to a Select Committee. 
Discussion centred on the point of order raised by Dr. Raghavendra Rao that the 
Bill was ultra vires of the Assembly since it sought to introduce discriminatory 
legislation. 

The Speaker ruled that tlie Bill did not impose a tax on income but aimed at 
taxing professions and held the same was in older. 

Messrs G. S Page, IV Bartlett (European), Abdul Razaque^ Deputy Leader of 
the (Jfiposition, aud Rao Salieb D. D, Rajwkar^ Leadei of the Ojinosition, Mr. 
Pandhart Patil^ all oppose 1 the Bill stiongly on two grounds, that tne Bill was 
unwarrautol and that the incidence of taxation was ineqiiitable. The last-named 
speaker oven went to the length of cdiaiacteiising the measure as legalised loot. 

Kao Sahob D. D. Rajurkar^ Opp'»siti()n Ijeadoi, opposing the Bill protested against 
the imposition of fi.*sh taxation which he thought w'as unjust and unfair to tax- 
payeis who were already lieaiing the iuirden of several taxes. The Congress Govern- 
ment, instead of reducing th<' heavv harden, now cam-' forward with fresh taxation 
measun»s foi whn:h tin-v would have to lepcnt later He concluded by voicing 
Strong pioti*st aeurist tin- n-'w tax sought to be imposed on prof(‘ssious 

Ml 17 /\ KaUii* (Congress) a->.ked the M.ni'^ter to ensure tliat tho rural popula- 
tion w exempted fi'uu the oporation of th.* fitevierit measure Ho pleaded that tho 
agiicultiii ists ol ill' piovinco should not sufT'U* in consequence of new taxation 
moasures 

The Rovvnur Jl/rnfs7cr, replying, stressed that they were taxing only those who 
wore able to l»“ai the hur inn. ’ ricMO eould no’ b*' reasonable objedion to tli-' Bill 
us peasants orlininlv nunain nnalTecdcd by the provisions of tlie Bill The House 
assented to the S'dect Committee motion hut Mr. Kajurkar claimed a division, which 
resulted m the \uting as stated above. 

Yuils'u o\ Bnx.ET {Demands 

5th. MARCH* — Voting on Ihi iget Deminds commenced to-dav and tho As».G.'nb]y 
vot'ul the entire d ’rn uid under the head Jails and Convict tsettleracnts, on the mr tion 

of tht' Picuncr. T>\o tolvn eat motions weie wlthd^a^\n aftei 1 and a half hours’ 

discussion 

The question of jail r(3form was raised with special refoonc^^ to the classification 
of politic. lU. aoi Mi'^ics t) piisHieis and tht' r'ght of M. L. A 's t) in'^[»ect jads. The 
debate rev’cah'd u"ifiiin't\ of non-odit lal opinion n'garvling the ni'C'ssitv for the 

Geveinin-Mit uridei taking icfoiin-^ in resp's t of the sup[»lY of f'>od an 1 the general 

trcatnicnf »nMt, d out to iori\cts. sp**f lally politicals (It is nit.'Wuith\ rliat at present 
then' are no polricils ui tins province) Congn'ss auj noii-lkrngr ess members 
doscribol the c •iiditioiis us unsatisfaett>i \ , som-* Coigt-'ss M. L A 's recounting 
their own expeneiict's in piison during the Civil Disobedienc" moveraLiit five yeais ago. 

The Iheiniei, the iif)n. Dr. N. B. Khare, declared that whatever had been the 
conlition.^ of the p ist, at pn'sent the position wa'> uu'loubre Jly liettei. He himself 
had been in jail and inmlii li ive to go theie again Tlii'ie was no doubt that the 
thousands going io jail in juiisuanee of the C»nigiess C'lvil Disobed’cnce piognamrao 
tax >oars ago had exercised a hen dieient effect on the j.ul administration in the 

couiitn. He w is eon vr nee I tint the desired reforms would take a long time. How- 

ovei, he intended to take up the ipiestion shoitly. Continuing, the Pieraier said that 
ho felt stronglv that polifu-aU slioiiM tie classed separately from oidinary convicts 
and thoio was uo need foi dibtinetuuis of any kind among politicals, (such as, A B 

and C classes). He hop «d to uudeitaka legislation foi this puipose. 

8th. MARCH : -The .\ssemhly witnessed the heckling of Ministers by members 
of the Congiess Party, two of whom were also joined by Opposition merabeis and 
there was some angry exchange of words between the Premier, the llon’ble Mr. N, 
B. Khnre, and Mi. L\ Baglid > t mim Rao. 

Mr. Lokras (Congie.ss) asked if tlie Government wmuld issue instinctions to dis- 
trict officers that they bhoull sup[dy iufoimation to members of the Assembly which 
tho latter would sei'k, m tlie same mariiiei as the Ooveinmeut supplied infoimatiou to 
members on the tloor of tho As.sernbly. 

The Premier replied tliat the Oovorumeut did uot consider it necessary to issue 
such instructious. 
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Mr. Amar Singh (Congresss) said that the C. P. Government, when Sir Montagu 
Butler was Governor of the province, had issued a circular urging district officers to 
grant similar facilities. Why should the present Government not issue a similar cir- 
cular, he asked. 

Dr. Raqhavendra Rao, intervening, said the present Government was more servile 
in mentality than the Goverment of Sir Montagu Butler. 

The Premier took strong exception to the remark of Dr. Rao and urged the 
Speaker to expunge that portion from the proceedings. 

The Speaf'er said he would consider the matter. 

A volley of supplementary questions was stopped only when the Speaker refused 
to allow more questions and passed on to the next question. 

The reply or the Premier to the question whether the Government would take 
steps to get January 26 declared as a public holiday in view of its national impor- 
tance consisted of one word, “no.” This curt reply offended some members of the 
Congress Paity and they put in a series of supplementary questions. 

The Premier then held informal discussions with membois of the Congress Party 
and explained the position. 

The Assembly had, so far, disposed of two demands for grants, viz., Jails and 
Police, and the demand under Education was still under discussion when the House 
adjourned. 

9th. MARCH : — Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao, was to-day asked to leave the Ilonso 
by the tho Speaker following refusal to withdraw certain romaiks, made yesteiday, 
to which objection had been taken by Congress mcmbeis. 

On being asked by the Speaker, Dr. Rao said that the official repoit of his speech 
was correct. He still believed in what ho had said yesterday. No personal attack on 
tho Premier was meant. If ordered to withdraw the remarks ho would do so. 

This did not satisfy the Congress benches and the Spoakor said that if ho were 
in Dr. Rao’s idace ho would certainly apologize ; but he could not extract an apology 
from an unwilling member. 

Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill 

The hon. Jfr. P. B Golc's C. P. and Berar Terajiorary Postponement of Execution 
of Decrees Bill was, after some discussion, referred to a hefect Committee. The 
Bill was opposed by the members representing landholders and eornmeice consti- 
tuoricies, who alleged that it was aimed at upiooting the money-lending class. The 
Minister stated that the fears were unfounded. 

The hon Mr. Gole presented tho select committee’s report on tho C. P. and Berar 
Motor Spirit aud Lubricant Taxation Bill. 

Estates Revenue Bill 

The House also discussed tho C. P. Revision of Land R'^venno of Estates Bill, 
which evoked a storm of opposition from the zaraindars. The motion for the refer- 
ence of the Bill to a select committee was still under consideration, whoa the House 
adjourned. 

The pRoiUBiTioN Bill 

10th MARCH : — The Assembly to-day passed the Prohibition Bill amidst con- 
gratulations to the Revenue and Excise Minister, Mr. P. B Gole from all sections 
of the House The Minister announced that the Act would come into force from 
April 1. Presenting the Bill as it had emerged from the Seh‘ct Committee ho stated 
that the prohibition policy of tho Government had loceivod the support of all section 
of tho public. 

The Rev O. C. Rogers, who was tho only member to oppose the Bill when 
it was referred to the Select (lommittooj said tliat, although he still considered that 
the Bill was an encroachment on individual hbeity he had no desire to oppose it 
since the whole country wanted the measure. He promised that Christians would 
co-operate with tho Government in making a succ(‘ss of proliibition. 

“As a medical man,” said The Premier (Dr. N. B, Khare), “1 declare that liquor 
acts as a poison.*’ He congratulated his colleague on the success of the measure. 

Estates Revenue Bill (contd.) 

The 0. P. Revision of Land Revenue of Estates Bill, introduced yesterday, evoked 
opposition from jagirdar and zamindar members as it aimed at enhanoing land 
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revenue in iadrdari and zemindari villages. It was contended that the sanctity of 
contract had been broken and that it was unjust to treat jagirdars and zemindars as 
ordinary citizens. Mr. Oole said that this contention was untenable and added that 
the Privy Council in a decision given in 1912 had declared that the person concerned 
were ordinary citizens. The Government were not claiming a full share of what they 
were entitled to receive from the assets. 

The House agreed to refer the Bill to a Select Committee by 60 votes to 26. 

Reduction of Interest Bill 

Mr. M. Y, Shareef, Law Minister, intioduced the C. P. Reduction of Interest 
(Amendment) liill which sought to help the debtor class by further sealing down the 
rates of inteiest on secured as well as unsecured debts. The Minister said that in 
view of the present bad times the Bill was a necessity. Describing it as a measure 
calculated to excite class war and criticizing the policy of the Government in in- 
troducing a senes of raeasures during the three or four years to uproot the money- 
lender class, Mr. M. O. Chitnavis (south landholders) strongly lesisted the motion for 
a Select Committee and urged for its circulation for eliciting public opinion. Mr. 
Oopal Daa Mohta (Berar commeico) joined him and suggested that instead of bring- 
ing foiward a measure of this kind tlie Provincial Goverumtint should move the Central 
Government for a change in the exchange ratio. Opposition members were however 
divided on the Bill. The House agreed to tho select committee motion without a 
division. 

Postponement of Execution op Decrees Bill 

The temporary postponement of tho Execution of Decioes Bill was referred 
to a select committee. The Bill was opposed by mombjis representing landholders 
and commerce constituencies who alleged that it aimed at uprooting tho moneylendmg 
class. Mr. P. B. Oole, tho Minister m charge, said that these fears were unfounded. 
Ho also presented tho select committee report on the Motor Spirit and Lubricant 
Taxation Bill. 

‘‘Yidva Mandiu” Scheme Explained 

18lh. MARCH Opposition to the “Vidya Mandir” (temples of learning) scheme 
drawn up by Mi R. 8. Shukla^ Minister for Education, was voiced to-day when 
Ruo Saheh'Rajurher^ Louder of tho Opposition moved a cut of Ks. ],99,C)(X) under the 
domaiid for o lucution. 

Ho contended that tho .schemo was impiacticablo and proposed that only Rs- 1,000 
should bo sot apart for experimental purposes. Ho was supported by Mr. G. 8. Page, 
Mr. K. 8. .\bdnl Kaliainan, Khan Bahadur Mirza Rahman. Beg, and Mr. M. M. Huq, 
while Mr. V. R. Kalapa opposed the cut, 

Tho Moslem membeis stated that the name ‘‘Vidya Mandir” was unacceptable to 
them as it constituted an attack on Islamic culture, Khan Bahadur Rahman Beg 
said that if tho Ministry persisted in “foisting” the scheme on tho Moslems they 
would have to appeal to the Governor to exercise his special responsibility for the 
protection of the minoritie.s. 

Tho Kov. O, C. Rogers said that although he had yet to learn that the schemo had 
the blessings of tho Congress “high command” or that it was consideied practicable 
by educational experts, he was in favour of giving it a chance. 

Mr. Shukla^ leplying to the critics, pointed out that theie wore as many as 16, (XX) 
villages in the province without educational facilities. Tho schemo was an attempt 
at liquidating illiteracy. He conceded that it was an experiment but he had consulted 
the Finance Department who were clearly of opinion that it w^as cheaper than a 
scheme for corapulsoiy primaiy education. 

The scheme was prepaied by him in consultation with educational experts, all of 
whom except three had testiGed to its practicability. It was not inconsistent with the 
Wardha schemo and tho Government had recently appointed a committee to draw up 
a syllabus for the “Vidva Mandii” schools on tho hues of the Haripura resolution, 
having regard to the 'SVardha scheme as well. As to the Moslem objection to the 
name, he said that tho Ministry would not insist on giving the name “Mandir” to 
Urdu schools but would give such a namo as was acceptable to the residents of tlie 
localities concoruod. He had toured different parts of the province for five months 
and drawn up tho scheme after cousultiug leaders of public opinion. 

The motion was pressed to u division and lost by 53 votes. Eight members from 
the Opposition benches remained neutral. Tho entire education demand was then 
voted. The House then took up the medical demand. 
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19lh. MARCH Lepers and the dangers which arise from their moving in society 
in an unrestricted manner were refoned to the members in the Assembly to-day 
when Mr. M. P. Kholhe (Conu:ress) moved a token cut drawinf? the attention of the 
Government to the urohlera and the need for urgent legislation for their compulsory 
segregation. Mr. Kliolhe said that (luting recent years there had been an abnormal 
increase in the number of lepers, particulaily in Berar, and the contagious character 
of the disease was impa ring the health of the people. 

Mr. Tamaskar (Congress) sunporting the cut said that both rich and poor alike 
were affected m Chhatisgaih and while cases in the pooier clause's were detoctod 
without difficulty tliose amongst the richer classes remained hidden for a long time. 
It was not onlv necessary to segiogate persons but it was also essential to see that 
the common village servants like barheis, washermen, water cainers, did not serve 
such persons so as to prevent the spread of diseast^. 

Mr, Abdul Razaque Khan^ Deputy lit^ader of the Opposition, pointol out that 
most of the institutions ti eating h'peis weio run on a chanty basis. In Nagpur it- 
self the menace of h'peis was on the increase and h(» felt that in order to avoit the 
danger of sucli persons .ising public places, like refp'sliment rooms, it was necessary 
to enaet legislation for then* cornpuKoiv S''gti‘gition, 

The llon’ble Puridif Mishra^ Mioistci foi Medieval and Pubhe fliMlth I)‘'partment, 
replying said that the Govenunenf had leciMVed lepoits of the iiu!r(‘'ise in tie nnnib(‘r 
of lepers almost in all paits o^ the Province Tin* Oovcrnniorit fullv rt'cogrnst'd the 
growMig danger, but as mernbeiN knew, it va.is d'fflcult to detoct di^easi* in tie* early 
stage, partinulai Iv in tlio case of well-to-do peisons In coitaiii cases segu'gation 
would involve baid'^hi]) as tin' eatu'ng m ‘miiei of a family ma> be involved and bis 
segiegation would render Ins family Iiablo to stiavatiori. The (Joveinment was examin- 
ing wbit steps .should be taken shoit of segiegation, to piev-mt the spread of disease.'. 
He, however, assuicd the House that the Goveiunitmt would not hesitate to legislate 
for compiilsorv segregation of leper if it came to the conclusion that no other course 
of action was open to it. 

21st MARCH* — The sb'ps taken bv the Government to improve agi multure were 
explained bv Pandit R S Shukla^ Minister iii-charge, during the debate on a token 
cut moved by Mi Abdul R izaque. Citing the example of Soviet-Kiissia and leftuniig 
to the effoits made m Amenc.i at lestiiction of empv, with a view to stal»ili/ing 
prices, the moV'*r urg'*d spei‘d\ action uot’onlv lo ludustii.dmi* agnculruro with the Indp 
of implem'uits like tiactois but also to make it an eeonomu* pi ofiositnm Pan lit 
Rhukla sai l tha^ tlie (iev»MT.m 'iit wme not oldivnnis of tlie need f(>r impiovmg the 
quality of agiicaltuiil pio-lueo Tie* lesoiroli laboiatuv at N .goui uas canyin"* on 
work on cotiim, nee, fniit and (nl-'.eed'i Altemativo ciep^, in view of ttm fall in ibo 
prices of cotton, wneaUn being investigate 1, and in s-une e tlm\ had found eiound- 
nut a suitable aiternativt3 The (J )V(‘i nrnent had piiielia^' d a time u \\tiioh was 
avail liile to thos-* v lio wislioi to (*mploy it and this \eir tln-v had reductMl its haiges 
to the actual working oxpons ’s The erniiom o con<liri >11 of the (> ilti vato» had, !i jw 
ever, jirecluded them from making a rnoie lii>eial use of machine] y 

The activities of the denar tm('nt were expanding and in conjunction with the 
vidya mandir scheme of education 86 new deraou'^tration faims woulil b-' established. 
As for economies in the depa’tment the Government wtue awaiting the report of the 
committee of 1937. 

The Goveininent woubl 0 ]»cn godovvns at s-voral centres to facilitate the maiketing 
of crops The crops would be graded according to quality an I stofA would be taken 
to eliminate middleman’s profit and to ensnie that the cultivatoi got the maximum 
rciturn for his outtuin \ majoiity of cultivators pn^s’ssed uneconomic holdings and 
the Ministry stood committed to improving their condition. 

Tlie motion was withdrawn and the Hous3 aujournod. 

22nd. MARCH The tliin attendance in the Opposition benches, wdien the 
Asseraldy mot aff(3r tea to-da\, indicated tliat interest in the proceedings had waimd. The 
clock struck five when tho Vetei inary demand discussion was concluded, with iho 
result that tho lest of the demands for grunts, including some major heads like 
General Administration, Laud Kevonue, Excise and Forest, were guillotined and voted 
without discussion. 

During the debate on the demand under tho head Agriculture, speakers. (Oongress 
and non-Congiess), pleaded for a dra.-vtic overhaul of tho activities of the Agiicultural 
Department for the purpose of securing the maximum possible benefit to the ryots. 
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When the Veterinary grant was next taken up, Mr. Ahdur Razalc Khan through a 
token cut, drew attention to tlie imperative necessity for a good breed of cattle. 
There were, he said, two million ineflicieut cattle in the province. These should be 
transported to tracts where they would not be a burden, lie also urged the Govern- 
ment to start livestock unpiovement associations. 

The necessity for greater collaboiation and co-operation in the activities of the 
Veterinary and Agiicultiiral Depaitments was emphasised by Mr*. Beohar Rajendra 
Si7igh (Congress) who moved next a token cut. He said valuablo results wore possible 
only if eiticiont hands wore employed in these departments. He desired the Ministers 
to consider the advisability of amalgtiraating both the departments into one under the 
control of the Director of Agriculture. 

Pandit R. S. Shukla (Minister), replying, said that while there was much that 
was common in the activities of the two departments, the Veterinary Diipartrnent looked 
to the welfare of animals oth<‘r than agricultural cattle. The lioval Agricultural Com- 
mission had also lecomraended, ho said, that both the departments should carry on 
then activities sepal ately. However, ho would examine the proposal. 

The cut was wiUidiawu and the entire demand voted. The House then adjourned 
till L14th. March. 


Wardiia Rape Case Episode 

24ih MARCH • — The resentment caused in political circles daring the week-end 
ovt'r tlie I'fdeaso by the Ministry of a non-politicil prisoner, convic'^ed m wliat was 
known as the ‘‘Wardha rape culminated to-day m demonstrations outside the 

Assembly and in comraotiuii insiie tin* Charab(?r. 

In tlie rnoinirig a pioct‘hsion, ciriNing black 11 igs and placarls denouncing 
Ml. F. Sharerf, Minister for Law, and al.^o his colleagues, sruitei horn the (Jity 
and by the time it had loaehed the Assembly liall it had swelled into a gathering of 
500 woirm and 2.(X)i) men. 

The processionists tin'd to enter the Assem'oly piomises hut the police pi evented 
them from doing so. Police Ofhceis and the Distnct Magistrate, who vveie present, 

tiled to fieisuado the people nit to rush iii but a * ■‘ctioii jumped over the fencing 

and marched towaids tlir* poich with hlack Hags Mf^si.s. Ck M. Tnvedi and R. N. 
Banetjee, Chief SMCie*ai> to the Government and .Sociutary to the Governor res- 
pectively, watched tlie eiowd. 

The Pii*mier, Mr. N. H. Khare, leeeived Dr. Paranjpo. Mis. Ramabai Tambe, 
Mis Sushilaliai Kothiwan, Mis. \ imalabai l)t‘shpando and .Mi. H. N. Gokhale, who 
formed the vanguaid of tlie pioeesston .in<l assuied them that as soon as his work 
in the Ass‘>mi»ly was over ho wouUi lueiU iliona. After 25 minutO',, the Preniiei and 
the Finance Minister. .Mi 1). K. Meiita, aocornpanied hv Mis Kale, received the 
deputatiomsts m the Preraiei’s loom which w is guarded by the police. 

With tlie crowds outside the gate-, m-unheis slow el considerable agitation and 

leluctance to atten 1 to the business of tlie d.iv Mes^is. KJiapanlr and R(i]u7'kpr 

suggested that the liusines^ of the Houso be suspended to enable the Premier to meet 
a lepiitation fiom the dernonstiatois. Tie* Spoakei, howu'viT, did not agiee to thus 
and said that the legislative business was shoit and womld soon he finished. 

The Premtrr left the chamber as soon as his motion for tiic ciiculation of tho 
Pnsons Arnen<irnent Bill was agreed to. 

At the interview wuth tho deputatiomsts, it was und'*rst()oJ, demand wms made 
^or the resignation of Mr. Sliareef and for an assurance from tho Piemier that simi- 
lar ‘‘lapses” would not occur in futme. It was also urged that those demand.? 
Rlrnild be sent by the M-n-stry to the Corigre.ss Woikiiig Committee. 

The Piornier wms st.ito l to' have infoiraed the d'*piitationists of tho circumstances 
undoi which the release of the prisoner was oideiod and the reasons that had led the 
Ministry to e\ei*cise (demency in this ease. 

The Pnuniei was lepoited to have added th.at the matter was ono which related to 
day to day adrnimstration. He agiefd that tlieie might be two opinions as to whether 
this was a fir case foi the exenise of clemency undoi the piiwers confeired by law, 
but then theio would lie a dilTereiice of opinion regarding every case. 

As regards the demand tnat Mr. Shareef should be called upon to resign, the 
Premier stated that tho Ministry was m tho first place responsible to the Congress 
Party m the Assembly and, through it, to tho Congress Working Committee. 
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JuBDULPORE Riots 

Another feature of to-day’s proceedings was a debate on the Jubbulpore liots 
raised through an adjournment motion by a Congress member, Mr. AT. P. Mishra^ 
who contended that police oRioers failed to take adequate measures to prevent rioting 
or to afford adequate protection to citizens and alleged that the arrangements on the 
occasion of Holi wero not as efficient as during Mahurram, 

The Premier expressed his deepest concern over the matter and deploring the 
events which he characterized as symptoms of a disease in the body politic of the 
province, undertook to investigate the matter and deal suitably with those who might 
be found responsible for the events. As for the inquiry conducted by him regarding 
the Jubbulpore riots during Dusserah^ the Premier said that he had not come to any 
conclusions owing to pressure of work but tho report would soon be available. 

Mr. Mishra then wished to withdraw his motion. Some Opposition members did 
not agiee to this and the matter was pressed to a division when, by CO votes to 30, 
the House granted leave for its withdrawal. 

C. P. Prisoners Act 

The House next voted supplementary demands and agreed to a motion for the 
circulation of the Bill which sought to amend the C. P. Prisoners Act in order to 
place political prisoners into a category separate from ordinary convicts and to grant 
them special facilities in resjiect of food and other prison amenities. 

Tho Assembly, in all, passed into law live Bills, two of winch were of inter«ist. 
The first was that of Mr. M. Y. Sharcef^ which soivijht to prevent champertous 
litigation. Tho second related to revenue assessments in Borar, winch would be 
postponed for five years to enable the Government to revise their land rovenuo 
assessment policy. 

AVardha Rape Case Episode (Contd.) 

25t!i. MARCH i—With yesterday’s demonstration fresh In their memory three 
members of the Assembly sought this morning to discuss the Ministry’s action iu 
releasing Jaffar Hussain, who had been convicted along with another In what was 
known as the “Wardha rape case.” 

Messrs. G. A. Oavat and Ohodteor (Harijan representatives) and Mr. Af. Q. 
Chitnavis (President of Provincial Hindu Maliasabha) tabled adjournment motions. 

Replying to +he Speaker as to how the matter could be di*scribed as urgent Mr. 
Oavat said that tho news of the release had been kept a secret by the Law Minister 
(Ml. M. Y. Shareef). Ho camo to know of it only yesterday. 

The Law Minister stated tliat Jaffar Hussain was ordered to bo released ou 
February 10 whi'^ tiie co-prisoner’s release orders wore passed on January 31. 

The Premier, Dr. N. D. Khare^ objected to the motions and said that *ho matter 
was not of recent occurrence. 

Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao (leader of the Opposition), intervening, said that tho 
qnestion was one of constitutional Importance, In that the policy now being pursued 
by tho Ministry miglit leal to its dismissal or resignation or to a constitutional 
crisis. He submitted that the Government’s policy in this respect had shaken respect 
for Jaw and order as also tho foundations of society ana its morals. Therefore, 
before anything happened, the House should get an opportunity of discussing tho 
matter. He suggested that the Government should allot a special day for such 
discussion and tho Premier replied that it was always open to the Opposition to 
table a vote of no confidence. Dr. Rao said that it was not always necessary to 
table motions of no conficlenco. A courageous Govern mont would always face its 
Opposition. The Premier retorted that a courageous Opposition would always move a 
vote of censure. 

The Speaker, Mr. 0. S, Oupta^ conceded that tho release of Jaffar Hussain 
had become a matter of groat public importance. It was not only a matter of pro- 
vincial importance but, in certain respects, of all- India Importance. Ho was, how- 
ever, constrained to hold that it was not urgent m the sense in which adjournment 
motions were to be brought before the House. The motion could have come up 
earlier, even on tho first day of tho session. Ho, therefore, ruled the motion out of 
ai;der, and cited a ruling given by tho late Mr. V. J. Patel when he was the President 
of the Central Assembly. 
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Resolution on Federation 

When tho storm over this incident and the adjournment motions had subsided the 
Ilouse proceeded to discuss the resolution on Federation, tabled by the Premier. 

llie resolution stated that the Federal scheme “would, far from bunging about 
all-India unity, provoke forces of conflict between tho provinces and tho Indian 
States ; and that this Assembly hopes that tho Government of Great Britain will 
respect tho wishes of tho people of India and immediately devise means, even for 
transitional puifioses, to set up a Central Government free from the objectionable 
features of tho Federal scheme of tho Government of India Act, to bo evolved in 
consultation with the responsible provincial governments and national leaders.” 

The Premier, in his speech, said that it seemed to him that Gieat Biitain could 
bo made to realize tho difhculties in the way of bringing Federation to fiuitiou. Ho 
refeired to two conllicting statements, one by Lord Lothian, that the constitution 
was far fiom rigid and tho other by iSir Bamuel Uoare, that it was rigid and 
inllexible Nobody was opposed to the idea of Federation but the gieatest defect in 
the present scheme was tliat it tried to weld together British India and Indian States, 
cornfirising as they did, diileront political developments. It was incompatible with 
democracy and responsible Ooveinment. Tho scheme had laigcly been evolved by 
a desire to avoid tho issue of extending lesponsiblo Government to the Centre, 

Air. T. J. Kedar, suppoiting the lesolution, referred to I/)id Reading’s speech 
at th (3 first Round Tahio Confoienco which “clearly showed that the underlying idea 
behind tho scheme was fear of the Congiess as also the fear caused by the demand 
for independence and the right to secede from the Empire. In all 13 mcmbeis spoke 
and the debate was in pi ogress when tho House adjourned. 

Describing the Premiers resolution as a gailand threaded with the fading flowers 
of libel alisra focked up in the backyard of Mr. Bastri, Dr. E. Raghavendra Rao made 
a tieioihant attack on the Congiess attitude towards Fedeiation. The resolution, he 
a<bled. was full of tho spnit oi rancourous meudioancy, which stood in strange con- 
trast with the insuiieetionarv psychoiogv of tlie ‘lesolutiou on Constituent Assembly 
which the llonso passed last year. Di Rao felt that the *resolution clearly indicated 
tiiat the Congress tiir is, aftei six month*' of hybernatum, were inclined to accept the 
logic of the t«()vcrnment of India Aci.^ Ihe glittering geneialities of tho Cor gross 
Manifesto w'erc being explaiiiel away by ingenuous arguments, backed by their drilled 
majonty m the proviir es. The fact jf the matter w’as that w’lth power and 
lesponsibility Congre^-. .Minister'^ had changed their political outloofc toW’ards tho 
C^uistitution* although th v s»ill seemed to him to be suftVnng fum the effects of 
j)ol!ti<‘al alcoholism follov an unexpected victory at the jiolls 

Dr. Kao d:d not think ud the difllculties created by tlie ( miiiig in of the States 
as niidemocratio units of He Fedoratiou w'ore so gieat as citliei to uccositatp aban- 
donment of the Fedeial plar or the ena<*traent of a now Constitution foi the Central 
Govcinmeiit for tiansitional pin pose'.. He did not think that tho States, at any rate 
the most progiessivo of them, had not imbibed Fedeial spirit Much of tho tiouble, 
ho said, w’as duo to the failuie of the Congress to reconcile its differences with the 
Muslims and otlier minontics and the Rulers of Indian States. To exclude the Btates 
even for transitory purposes was to provoke a civil war in India. As the provinces 
had ro enfoiceablo sanction to cieate another structure in the place of the Fedeia- 
tion, it would bo folly to attempt to w’le -k it. fie, therefore, suggested that “in 
view of tho declared attitude of the Indian Congress, the Muslim League and other 
political organisations towaids the scheme of Federation and in view of the practical 
difficulties to start the new PVd.ual Ooveinment on a stable basis, tlie Bntish Govern- 
ment should authorise the Goveruor-General and tho Crowm representative to call 
into conference, at an eaily date, repiesentativos of the States, the provinces and 

leaders of Indian opinion for the pm pose of resolving the existing differences and 

for determining the course to be pursued in tho light of the prevailing political 
circumstances” and moved amendment to that effect. 

Release of Covvirrs 

After neaily two hnuis’ debate the Assembly rejected by G5 votes to 10, 

Mr. B. O, Khapardcs a'lj-mniraeut motion to discuss the policy of the 

Government in releasing 65 convicts undeigomg impnsonment for various offences. 
Mr. Khapaide (Univeisity representative), the mover said that the powers conferred 
on the Government under section 401 of the Criminal Procedure (.ode did not 
empower it to act as a Court of revision, but to exercise it in exceptional oircum- 
33 
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stances only. By releasing persons whose offences ranged from grievous hurt to 
offences against women and murder, the Government had interfered with the adminis- 
tration of justice. 

Mr. T. J. Kcdar (Congress), opposing the motion, pointed out that in England 
the prerogative to exercise clemency was a matter exclusively within the juiisdic- 
tion of the Home Secretary and had nothing to do with the Cabinet. The Govern- 
ment had acted strictlv in a legal manner. 

Dt, N. B. Khare (Premier), in the course of a spirited defence of tho Ministry’s 
action, claimed that the Government had not done anything beyond the }) 0 \veis vested 
in it, Tho powers under that section had been enlarged by an amendment in 1923 
and this had enabled the Government to exercise its discretion in a wider sphere. 
The Government had acted absolutely fairly and no partiality was shown to piisoners 
from any particular place. The releases had not caused any breach of the peace. 
The Premier stated that between July and November last year the Ooveintnent had 
released 58 prisoners as against 55 released by tho previous Govornraerit during the 
same period in 1936. This showed that there had been no deviation fiom policy* 
After quoting figures of the number of prisoners released each year from 1933, Dr. 
Khare stated that those who accused tho Government of indiscriminate releases were 
doing so for political purposes. 

At this stage Mr. Amarsing Saigal demanded tho closure of the debate but Rao 
feaheb Z). Y. Rajurkar insisted that as the leader of tho Opposition he should bo 
allowed to speak. 

The Speaker said that tho closure would be applied aft'^r Mr. Rajiiikar had spoken. 

Mr. Rajurkar attacked the Minister’s policy and claimed that tht' courts had not 
been consulted in every case as required under clause 2 of thn section 

The Premier asserted that courts had been consulted in each case, tmt Mr. Rajurkar 
maintained that at least in one case the court’s consent to release had not been taken. 
Mr. Rajurkar further asked why tho Law Minister, Mr. Sharcef, had lieen asked to 
apologize by the Congress Party if the requisite cousout of the courts had been 
obtained in each case. 

On a member objecting to the reference to incidents at the jiarty meeting, Mr. 
Rajurkar said, “the whole world knows it.” He also icfirrred to the Press lepoit 
that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had to rush to Nagpur m order to prevent the Ministry 
from effecting further releases. 

Mr. Shareef said that tho Opposition had not shown a single case in whicli it 
could bo stated that clemencv was wrongly exorcised with regard to inuider cases. 
The Government exercised clemoney in cases in which the accused weio of tender 
age or had received provocation of which tho courts ‘could not take judicial notice. 

Resolution on Federation (Contd ) 

28th. MARCH i—The House concluded tho thioc-day’s debate on the Premiei’s 
resolution relating to Federation. Tho Premier, replying to the debit** -announced 
that he had accepted the Muslim League amendment, moved by Mi M. M. Huq, 
as a token of goodwill as he felt that it did not run counter to the Coiigie'>:> demand 
for a Constituent Assembly and also fox the sake of unanimity of opinion 

Tho Assembly rejected Dr. Raghavendra Rao’s amcudracut, 9 voting fur and G7 
against it. 

The House theu carried the Premier’s resolution as amended, incorporating the 
Muslim League amendment, by an overwhelming majoiitv, only ten members from 
the Opposition benches rising on their seats to oppose it. the Oppositionists included 
Dr. E. Rao and non-Congress Harijan membeis belonging to the ludepondeut Labour Paity. 

Abolition of Titles 

Following another division the House accepted tho Premier’s resolution intimating 
the desire that titles should not bo conferred on any person in tho Province. 

Provinoialisation op Services Demand 

Tlie Assembly was discussing the Premier’s third resolution, urging provincializa- 
tion of all services, including the 1. C. and I. M. S. when it adjouinod. 

29th. MAkCHr—The A 8 .S 0 mbly passed without division the Premier’s resolution 
recommending to the Government to request tho authorities concerned to take steps 
to provincialize, at an early date, the Indian Oivil Service, the Indian Police Service, 
and the Indian Medical Service. 
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The resolution was meant neither to cast a reflection on past or present members 
of the Services, nor did it imply that the relations between the members of the 
Services and the present Government had been anything but generally cordial, 
observed the Premier (Dr. N, B Khare). Ho said : “We have in fact been generally 
receiving loyal assistance fiom them. My quarrel is with the system of recruitment 
and the control of the services by the Secretaiy of State, which has been foisted 
on us by the Government of India Act. If wo are going roally to have a change in 
the administration of India, making her self-governing, then it is absolutely anomalous 
to vest the recruitment and contiol of the Services in the hands of the Secretary 
of State 'for India. It is absolutely inconsistent with the position we are claiming 
for India.” 


The C. P. Finance Bill (contd.) 

The House then considered the C. P. and Borar Finance Bill, which imposed a tax 
on profession, trade, calling or employment as reported by the select committee. 
The Bill was, after some discussion, passed into law. 

Land Revenue Estates Bill (contd.) 

30th. MARCH Tho Assembly passed into law the Revision of Land Revenue 
Estates Bill on the motum of the Revenue Minister, Mr. P. B Oole. The 
object of the Bill was to enlarge tho financial resources of the Province enabling 
the Government to meet tho expenditure on the growing needs of tho rural population. 

The Bill empowered the Government to increase the revenue payable in nearly 
105 Zamindaii estates to the extent of Rs. 2,00,000. Opposition attempts to reduce 
tho amount failed. 


Reduction of Interest Bill 

Discussion on tho roduotion of Interest Bill was in progress when the House 
adjourned. 

3 lit. MARCH The Assembly came to a close to-day after the House had 
passed two Bills and ciiculated a third for eliciting pnhiio opinion. 

Ths first, the luHluctioii of interest Bill, suhstantially reduced rates of interest on 
secured and unsecured debts. 

SusrFKsiov or Execution of Decrees Bill (contd ) 

The second, the Teinpoiary Buspeiision of Execution of Decrees Bill aimed at pre- 
venting raonej-lciideis and otheis ft ora trying to take possession of an indebted 
agncaltuiist'b propoity pending legislation to relieve distress. 

AcjRicuiTumsTS Relief Bill 

Mr. P. B Oolc, tho Revenue Minister, introduced the third Bill, to make provi- 
sion for the relief of agi icultunsts. The Bill while retaining the main features of 
tho Debt (^moiliation Act, sought to remove its weak points by conferring sufficient 
powers on del)t lelu'f courts to deal with leealcitiants. Tho courts established under 
the Act were entrusted with the duty of reducing principal on a graduated scale ac- 
cording to the fall 111 land values. Debtors who wished the decrees" against them re- 
opened and sealed down would benefit by tho new measuie. 

Moving foi cireuhatiou of the Bill, Mi. Oolc said that the problem of agricultural 
indebtedness Rdl loughly into tliiee stag<*s, first, relief of excessive indebtedness ; 
second, provision thereafter of the minimum credit necessary for tho continuation of 
cultivation, and thudly, establishment of the habits of thrift and bettor methods of 
cultivation and improvement of maikotiug facilities. Tho present Bill dealt with the 
first of those problems. 

A feature of the Bill was its application with retrospective effect and tho scaling 
down of pnncipal and interest by 30 per cent for debts incurred before December 
31, 1925 ; bj 30 per cent fur debt meurred between January 1, 1926 and September 
30, 1929 ; by 15 per cent in the case of all debts from October 1929 to January 1, 
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Proceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Winter Session— Cuttack— 24th. January to 5th. February 1938 

Madras Estates Land (Oiiifisv Amevd) IJill 
After a stronpous sitting for 11 clays tlio st'cond session of the Orissa Legislative 
Assembly, which met on the 24th. January 1933, was adjoin ned till the 25th February. 

Das, Premier^ successfully piloted 

the Madras Estates Laud (Orissa amendment} Bill. ^ 
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On three different occasions the Hon. Mr. Mukunda Prosad Das^ the speaker, 
was called upon to give his rulings during tho discussion of this Bill. On the first 
occasion tho Baja Bahadur of Khallikotc wanted that the discussion of this Bill 
should be postponed till the Select Committee’s report on a similai* Bill of Mr. 
M. 0. Patnaik was available. This was ruled out of order. On tho second occasion, 
on a point of order raised by the Premier^ tho Speaker ruled that Mr. M.Q-. Patnaik\^ 
amendment to Clause 6 of the Bill was porfectly in order if a portion of tho last 
sentence bo taken out. On tho third occasion tho aniondm int of tho Baja Bahadur 
of Khalhkote empowering a landholder to recover from his ryot the entire amount 
of cesses payable under tno Madras Local Board’s Act was ruled out of order. The 
speaker’s rulings satisfied all sections of the House. 

For tho opposition Mr. M. G. Patnaik and the Raja Bahadur of Khallikotc 
contested almost every clause of tho Bill tooth aud nail. Mr. Brojasuridar Das, Mr. 
Litifur Rahman, Mr. Beerakishoro Behora and the Raja of Badokliemidi wore also 
voiv keen in op])osing the measure. 

Mr. B. K. Rot/, tlio Advocate Ooneial, had to address the House twice during 
tho discussion of the Bill. He clearly explained the legal significance of llio amend- 
ing clauses and successfully refuted tho charges that the Bill would make the 
untouched sectious of the Act unworkable and would give iiso to unnecessary 
litigition. 


The Aul Palace Muuder Case 

Ad adjournment motion was moved on tho 2nd February by Pandit Oodavaris 
Misra for discussing a gross slur on the British admimstiation and character of Onyas 
as a people as had he“n pointed out in a judgment of the Patna High^ Coint arising 
out of tho apiioal pii‘ft*ricd by Hj. Nanda Ktshnrc Dns and otheis against tho decree 
of a sub-judge awaiding damages to the Raja of Aul and others. 

Clreat indignation prevailed in tho House when Pt Oodavaris Misra gave a vivid 
desf'iiption of the “pitiful aud appalling” stoiv of tho death of the unfortunate girl 
“Kanak” in the “daik dungeon of tho Raja’s Palace.’’ 

Swarm Bichitr.manda Das, Bj, Pvari Sankar Roy, Bj. Nahakiishno Choudhury, 
Raja of Bailokliemidi, Mis. Sarala Devi and Sj Lokenath Misra, wlio spoko on the 
moi'on, cotn[)laiued about tho Police and the Magisri.icy taking sides with tlie lauded 
anstocra'W. After a tiill debate for an hour and a half the motion was witlidiawn after 
the Premioi had given an assurance that he would examine all legal questions to see 
that such unfortunate incidents did not occur in future. 

Legislation’ in the Session 

Legislation during tho peiiod was both important and varied. Thioo Rills wore 
passed while two others, the Bill to amend the Oiissa Tenancy Act and the Oiissa 
Midwives’ and Nuiscs’ Qualitications Bill, wore taken up in tlie Budget Session. 

Oi tlieso the most impoitant was the Madias Estates Land lOnssa amendment) 
Bill, which was also tho tiist tenancy legislation of the Congiess Ministiy in Oiissa. 
The Bill was introduced in tho Septembei session of the Assembly and lefoirod to a 
{Select Committee. Tho Bill, which had been necessitated for giving relief to tho 
ryots of private proprietory estates in the area that had been coded to Orissa from 
Madras, by fixing a fair and equitable rent, was passed by tlio Assembly on the 5tti. 

Tne rent on private jiropr-ietory lands in the ex-Madias area (‘Raiahhagam’ as it 
is called), was geneiallv caleulated" on tho basis of the cash equivalent of half the gross 
produce w'hile of lyotwari (Government) lands it was half tho net pioduce. The 
present Bill made it imperative on tiio Collector settling rents to have regard to 
tho rates of lent prevailing in the nearest lyotwari area for similar lands with 
similai advantages. Tho Bill also allowed a margin of tw’o annas in tho rupee for 
zeraindaiy rents over those of r>ot\vaii areas. In its operative part, tire Bill allowed 
any tenant to apply w'lthiu tliioe yeais of tho passing of tlie picsent Bill into law 
for revision of his* rent on the ground that it was higher than it should bo. And the 
Oollectoi would thoieaftor scale it dow’n to tho proper levtd, an appeal, however, lying 
from him to tho Revenue Commissioner. 

One of the most difficult amendments that was disposed of was moved 
by the Raja Bahadur of Khallikotc. It proposed that as tho ryot in private propiio- 
tory estates would not pay to his landlord more than two annas in the rupee in excess 
of the rates prevailing in ryotwaii lands in the neighbourhood, so the iinder-iyot or 
the tiller of tho soil should not also pay to the wot anything in excess of tho 
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margin of two annas in Iho rupee over the rent which such ryot would he liable to 
pay to the landholder. The amendment also provided that the ryot should not collect 
any additional fees or mamuls and should be liable to pay a fine not exceeding two 
hundred rupees on pi oof of a demand or collection in excess of the rent so settled. 
In fact the amendment proposed that the benefit contemplated in this Bill for the 
ryot as against the laudliolder of reduced rent should not stick with him but should 
filter down to the undor-ryots or the tillers of the soil. 

Sj. Chakradhar Bohara, one of the staunch fighters of the tenants’ cause, lost 
no time in pointing out that the amendment had boon brought forwaid for straining 
the relations between the ryots and the under-ryots. Unless and until the rights of 
these tillers of the soil had been clearly defined such amendments were sure to 
give rise to unnecessary litigations. 

The Premier also described the amendment as a Damocles’ sword and exposed the 
hidden purpose bohind it. Ho admitted that ono member of the Congress Party 
took a different attitude in the Select Committee but that was because all facts woie 
not available then. In conclusion the Piomier asked when did tliey develop this 
sense of responsibility for the tilleis of the soil and what did they do duiing 
these long period foi those for whom they weie anxious now. 

After the conclusion of the thud reading of the Bill, while thanking tlio TloiihO 
for passing this useful measure, the Piemier declaiod that the ideal of giving relief to 
the suffering ryots had prompted the Congiess Ministry to sponsor the Bill, 

When the Bill was passed, the question arose* whether the late of rent 
prevalent in the ryotwari area was fair and equitable. Eminent scholars expressed 
the opinion that it was not. Next question was whether tlie allegations mado 
On the floor of the House about exploitation of tilleis of tho soil by the ryots wore 
true. Kev E. M. Evans m his straightforwaid way demanded an enquiiy into these 
charges. 

The Chief Afinister declared that tho Government would appoint a Committee 
( Kates and Kent Enquiry Committee ) which would examine those questions 
threadbare. It was in fitness of things that the Congress Party, which, in tho 
words of Mr. Evans, “consisted of apostles of two-meals-a-day” were anxious to take 
early measures for giving relief to under-ryots also. 

Of tho two other Bills, that were passed by the Assembly during this period, tho 
Co-oporative Laud Mortgage Bill aimed at faciliting tho establishment of a Piovincial 
Co-operativo Land Mortgage Bank of Orissa to supply tho needs of the people for 
long term loans 

The other Bill fixed the salaries and allowances of tho •membeis of tlie Legisla- 
tive Assembly. 

Several private members’ Bills were intiodiiccd in this so'^sion. Mrs. 
Sarala Devi introduced tlie Child Marnage Kostraint Act (Onssa Amendment) 
Bill ; Pandit Goiavaris Altera iutioduced (irissa Homoeopathic Faculty Bill : Mr V. 
O. Patnaik mtrodu-ed the Tonki Bill, and Mr. Pvart Sankar Pay intiodir cd tliiee 
Bills, one to amend the Factoiies Act of 1934 ; another to fix tho wages of laoouiers 
in factoiies and tho third, tho Onssa unregulated Factories Bill. 

Pandit Godavans Alisra's Hindu Kcligious Endowments Bill and Mr. Af. O. 
PatnaiEs Pun .lagannatli Temple Bill were refened to Select Oimmittees 

Mr. 4/. G. Patnaik' s motion for Select Committee for liis Onssa Money Lendeis’ 
Bill was lej^cted by the House. 

Notices of more’ than 150 non-official resolutions w'ero loceived but only ono re- 
solution could he disposed of on tho floor of tho House Tins w^as tho resolution of 

the Raja of Parikud for suspension of realisation of Chaukidaii Tux for one year 

in view' of the present financial condition of the people. 

Air. Lahfur Rahman moved an amendment for its abolition and the revival of 
the old system. 

The lion. Air. Nityananda Kanungo in replying said that the present Govern- 
ment were pledged to develop autonomous villages. What necessity was to lation- 
alise tho system now\ Both the lesolution and the amendment were lost by a huge 
majoiity and tho House adjourned till the 25th. February. 

Budget Session— Cuttack — 25th. February to 5th May 1938 

Orissa Tenancy Act Amend. Bill 

The Budget session of the Assembly commenced on tho 25th. February 1938. 
Mr. JV. Kanungo (Ilovenue Minister) moved consideration of the Select Committee’s 
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report on the Orissa Tenanoy Act Amending Bill for consideration. The Bill aimed at 
the abolition of the mutation fee, giving tenants the right to cut trees, reducing 
interest from 12 and half per cent to 6 per cent and abolishing all the illegal levies. 

Mr. Brajasundar Das moved the re-circuIation of the Bill, as reported by the Select 
Committee for obtaining further opinion. Mr. Kanunqo^ opposing Mr. Das’s motion, saw 
no ground for circulation. The measure which was long overdue should not be delayed, 
said the Minister, Mr. E. Rahynan suppoited the motion for ciiculation. Mr. 
Eyartsanker Roy stated that the Bill did not propose the abolition of landlords as a 
class, but proposed to take away the rights from the zemindars to which they were 
not entitled. Be wanted the zemindars to adjust themselves to the changed conditions. 

The Zemindar of Madhupur and Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bun supported the 
circulation motion. Mr. Btchttrananda Das stated that the Congiess was pledged to 
do good to the greatest majority and extended protection to every class. Mr. 
Biswanath Behra (I)eprossed class repiesentative), opposed the motion and stated 
that the measure will be a groat boon to ryots. The -discussion had not concluded 
\\h 0 Q the Bouse adjourned. 

26 th. FEBRUARY Stating the Government’s position, Mr. Biswanath Das, the 
Premier, said that it was the intention of the Ooveinment to make the ryot feel that 
ho was the owner of the bolding he cultivated. There had been an unnecessary cry 
to the effect that the Bill was expropnatoiy and revolutionary. The Government only 
proposed to give back to the ryots their natural lights and were alive to the diffi- 
culties of zamindars m mtioducing this legislation. The Orissa (iovernment, he said, 
weie more .sympathetic to tlio landed aristiucia'-y tlian other ptovincial Goveinments. 
While other piovmces had been launching legislation to levy death duties, succession 
duties, and agricultural incomo-tax, the Oiissa Government had not thought of these. 
The motion fur circulation was put to the vote and lost. 

Mr. Brajasundar Das moved anothoi motion for recommitting the Bill to a Select 
Committee for reconsideration, lu moving the motion Mr. Das said that the piinoiple 
involved in the Bill had not been sufficiently discussed by the previous ^ISelect 
Committeo. 

ISi Ettyanando Kanungo said that the House was committed to the principle of 
the Bill when it roferied the Bill to the Select Committee. As regards the tiansfer- 
abilitv of tlie holding 21 amendments wore discussed m the Select CommiPee. If 
this fiad in any way impaired the proprietoiy right of landljrds it should be discussed 
uhen the relevant .section would come up befoio the House. 

The Bill pioposed to give the ryots back what was their duo. The wishes of the 
majority, Mr. Kanungo continued,* must be respected and the greatest good of the 
gloat number must be achieved. The society must accordingly be adjusted on that 
basis. Tliero was no question of extinguishing any section There must be readjust- 
ments of rights and theie was uo question of sentimental oulbuists of seeing ghost 
whore there was none. 

The Raja of Madhupur rose to support the motion. When ho was reading 
(‘Xtraets from piocoedmgs of the Select Committeo. the Speaker drew his attention 
to rules wTiich did not permit discussion of anything except what had appeared in 
the report of the Select Committee. 

At this stage Mr. Premananda A/oAanf ^'referred to the Revenue Commissioner’s 
opinion on the Orussa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill in course of which it had been 
stated that this Bill would extinguish thousands of small landlords. He wanted to 
know what was really meant bv small landlords. 

Pandit Oodavaris Misra also requested the Revenue Minister to enlighten the 
House as to what was the lino of demarcation between small and big landlords. In 
reply the Revenue Minister stated that it was impossible to say as to what was 
really meant by small landlords. But he said that theie were 11,328 temporary 
settled estates in the Province of On.ssa. The Hon. Mr. Nityanando Kanungo then 
strongly repudiated the insinuations of the mover of the m<)tioQ that the strings of 
the Government were pulled from somewhere else. They had their party and their 
constituency to which it had been always their endeavour to bo faithful. 

Continuing the Hon. Mr. Kanungo said that there had been much discussion about 
fhe utility of transferability or non-transferability of occupancy holdings. But it Lad 
been incorporated in the present Tenancy Law that occupancy holdings were freely 
transferable subject to payment of certain fees. In conclusion the Hon. Mr. Kanungo 
said that it had been contended that land laws had their basis on social and tiadi- 
tional oustozns. That was what they were going to do. They expected everyone to 
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bo a useful moraber of the society contributing as best as possible to the welfare of 
that society. If the interest of a few conflicted with the interest of the larger num- 
ber then that interest onglit to be sacrificed. 

The House again divided and Mr. Braio Sundar Das's motion for recommittal of 
the Bill to a Select Committee for reconsideration was lost by ll to 30 votes. 

The motion for consideration of the Bill was then passed without any division and 
tlie Bill ^was i^taken up clause by clause. The Assembly then adjourned till the 
1st. March. 


Financial Statement for 1938-39 

Ut MARCH Tue Orissa budget estimates for 1938-39 was presented in the 
Assembly to-day hy Mr. Biswanafh Das, tlio Premier. It showeil a deficit of Ks. 
2 48 lakhs. The levenue for the year is estimated at Rs. 192.08 lakhs and expendi- 
ture at Rs. 194.56 laklis. 

The features of the Budget include provisions foi remedying the Hood menace, 
rural development, medical relief, the i eduction of the inigation cess in Noith 
Oiissa, the abolition of fees m elemeiitaiy schools in North Oiissaaud the mtioduction 
of piohibition of opium in P>alasoie distiict. 

Mr. Das said that a seiious ath'rapt was made to close the curiCnt year with a 
suiplus by practising iigid economy. 

Ihe Piemier stated that provision has been made for sinking 1,000 wells annually 
in tho villages. A marketing officer has xbcen aj>poinfod and tJio systi-m of subsidized 
farms would soon bo instituted. The Department of Agiiculturo was nitnnJuciug utw 
crops, and a three-year jirogiammo had been diawu up for fiuit cultivatiou. 

Ihe loss on fie* piohibition scheme in Balasoie was cstimateil at rujiees one lakli 
next ^eaI. The Dudgtd lias provided Rs. 5 lakhs for communications. In conclusion 
Ml. Das sanJ ; “Wo tned in oiir humlde wav to give effect to tho consti iictive pio- 
giamrae that had been laid^ dowui by tlie Congress dui mg th*^ past few' months that wo 
iiad been in ofTice. Tho difficulties of the fuoblems of Onssa aieinhoieut in themselves, 
C)ur wants aie many but the lesources limited. The evolution of a new system of 
admiuibtiatiou under widely different conditions requiies caiefal ihiuking.” 

General Discussion or Buooet 

2nd. MARCH : —The general di.scussion of -tlio Budgiff rommenei'd to-(lay. Mr. 
Lafifur Rahnun\ in opening the discussion, siid that tho Budget had lu*eu pieparel 
with a view to help the iteople in general. But he was snov iliat nothing had luoui 
done for Muslims. It seemed tho Government w'ere kemi to pioteei the (anal systmu, 
but no seiious att(‘mpts liad boon made foi piotecting tho Hood afVcitod aieas 

Mr. E vans congiatnlat(3d tho Finance Minister for tluj hudgot as a whole. H*" 
was snii>rised to see tliat no mention had been made in tlie budgig about tlie nev 
Capital and tlie consti action of tlie bridge. H<‘ also oongiatulatecl the (iovcri.meiit for 
bringing no new tax pioposals and also for the decision to help the industry Rhoud 
hills were neglected before and they had been ahatidoncd now'. While lakhs cd 
iiipecs would he spent for Koraput Agency, pioper attention had not been givi.m to 
(lanjarn Agency. J Before granting moie pow’er to local bodies, Mr. Evans pleaJe I f(;r 
a tliorough enquiry into the woiking of the local, distnet and Union Bnaids. 

isj. iiacUiucharnn Das (Congress), while appreciating the budget, pleaded for more 
attention to flood-affected areas. 

Hj. Boer akri shore Behcra did not consider the Budget to be a satisfactory one. No 
attempt bad been made to ledoem tho pledge given by the Congress dunng'elections. 

Brojosufidar Das next rose to speak on tho Budget. He did not see any new 
orientation in it and found tho same old autocratic hands in the Budget. Ho com- 
plained about tho treatment meted out to landlords, and specially criticised tho 
Tenancy measures brought forward by tho Government. 

Mr. Aldus Sobhan Khan said that his community was educationally back- 
ward, financially poor but politically a potential power. Ho regretted that no provision 
had been made in the budget for the education and uplift of tho Muslims. He was 
glad that provisions had been made in the Budget for combating leprosy and malaiia 
in the provnee. Ho jileaded for pure water for Cuttack and High Court for Orissa. 

Sj. Pynri Sankar Roy ((Congress Labour) in meeting some of the criticism ad- 
vanced by tho opposition said that there was ample proof to show that the present 
Budget had been fiamed for doing good to the people. By reducing water cess and 
exempting primary school students in North Orissa from paying fees the Congress 
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party had redeemed some of tlie election pledges. He also congratulated the Premier 
for the Tenancy Laws for giving relief to tenants. 

In conclusion Sj. Roy pledud for appointment of staff for inspection of factories 
in Orissa as they were not getting justice under present ariangemeut. Ho pleaded 
for immediate application of the Payment of Wages Act in the province. He also 
appealed to the Government to do away with the system of pressing oil by human 
labour in jails. 

Mr. M. O.hatnaik dosciibod the Budget as an electioneering campaign. He was 
in possession of the House when it rose for the |day. 

3rd. MARCH :—Mr. M. O. Patnaik resuming the general discussion of the Bud- 
get pleaded for the introduction of Iift-irrigatiou as without storage irrigation would 
not be successful. Referring to the abolition of fees in primaiy schools of North 
Onssa Hj. Patnaik wanted to know what compensation they were going to give to the 
pool teacheis. Ho accused the Government with suppression of facts as the fact of 
icsiguation of Cuttack members, who weie appointed to help Dewari Bahadur Deva- 
sikhamoni Mudaliai in his co-operative eiiquiiy, had not been mentioned in the budget 
.sp»'efli. Sj. l*atnaik fnither stated tli.it the system of administration of water ratus 
was uusatisfactoiy in North Onssa. Katis weie often collected witliout water being 
supplied in t'mo of need. As rogaids reduction of rents and taxes, Sj. M. G. Patnaik 
said that Mmisteis wore being pulled cm one side by their patty and on other by 
tht*M officials. He s.i'd last year simo nmiissions wore granted to South Onssa but 
nothing had been done this year although prices of produce had remained unchanged. 

Sj. Sadastva Trivathi (Congiess), after nanating the difficulties of the partially 
ex< laded aioas, complained that consoivation of forest by the Manaraja of Joyporo 
A\as a souice of hariassment to the people and means of profit to contraotois and 
companies He {ileaded for modification of forest Jaws for the benefit of laiyats 
and appointir'uit of a committee tor tackling special pioblems of Kotaput districts. 

Sj, llartpam Jena pleaded toi the development of agncultural and horiticultural 
development in Agency Areas. 

,Si PiemananUo Moho.ntj wanted moio money for medical aid for women and 
people in general aad more faciiil es for the employ meat of educated young men of 
ubuigiuul ’tribes. 


OiiissA Tt:xA.NCY Act Amend. Bill 

4th. MARCH .—The Assembly to-day resumed consideration of the Orissa Tenancy 
Act amending bill. Aftei intei pellatious claused which lecommended some miuoi 
changes was adopted witliout any division. 

Mr M G. Patnaik roquesteO the Speaker to tike up consideiation of Clauses 4 
and 5 of the Bill togethei. 'J he SpeaKi'i dcsiied to follow the praciice of considering 
eveiy clause separately. The L'-adei ut the House too supp lied this veiw. But after 
Homo furtiu'r discussion tht' t^p(‘aker decided that having legaid to intimate connections 
between clauses 4 and 5 whnh s»‘tmed to be one and same both clauses should be 
considered together in ordei to avoid waste of time and lepctition of fa.ts. 

Clause 4 of the Bill piopose.s to amend Section 27 of the Onssa Tenancy Act 
while clause 5 proposes to insert new section (Section 27 A) lu tiro Act. The present 
section 27 enunciales that an occupancy raiyat may use land m any manner which 
does not materially impair v.due of the land or render it unfit for the purposes of 
tenancy but shall not be entitled to cut down trees in contravention of any local 
custom. Clau.se 4 proposes to amend this section by omitting sentence beginning from 
word “but” aud ending m “custom” thus removing all restrictions of trees. Clause 5 
of the Bill proposes to insert new section 27 A in the Act conferring on occupancy 
laiyais full rights lu tiees ou lands in their holdings. An express provision has also 
been added making it clear that such enjoyment by planting, felling etc. of trees 
should not render occupancy raiyats liable to ejectment under S^ection 29 of the 
Onssa Tenancy Act. 

Mr. Brojasundar Das moved an amendment for Deletion of clause 4 of the Bill. 
In moving the amendment {Sj. Das said that in determining the rights, reliance must 
bo put on customs. He chaiucterisod tire records of rights as prepared during the 
settlement as recoids of wrongs. Those records of rights were incorrect and had 
made the issues complicated, tfo, in giving occupancy tenants the rights over trees, 
custom should be taken into consideration. Sj. Das raised a point of order that tho 
addition of provision in clause 5 exempting tenants from ejectment under section 29 

34 
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was ultra Tires. That provision was never in tlie Bill and the Seleot Committee had 
gone bevond Its jurisdiction by adding that ptovision. 

The Hon’ble Sj. Nitynnando Kanungo, Minister said that in view of proposed 
amendments giving tenants the rights m trees, that provision was consequential and 
so the Select Committee had power to that. 

Swami Bichitra Nando Das said that the provision was not out of order as it 
was necessitated by the amendments proposed. The Select Committee had every 
right to add that provision. 

The Premier pointed out that the clauses aie inter-related and inter-dependent. Bo 
the provision was not out of order. 

The Speaker in ruling out Sj. Brojasundar IXis’s point of order said that the 
matters were so intimately connected that the subj(*ct-matter of the new piovision 
could not be said to be outside the provision of the amending bill. 

Mr. M. G. Patnaxk then moved his amendment tliat right to trees siiould be 
governed by customs. Ho characterised the nt‘w se(3tion as expropriatory. 

7th. MARCH: — The Assembly to-dav passed elauses 4 and 5 of the Bill with a 
new amendment. The clauses with the amendment confer ahsolute lights upon 
occupancy tenants over plant, flowois, fnnt arnl other pioduet.s and to tell, utilize 

or dispose of timber on any tieo on their lands. Only in cases wheie the lights 

of landlords have been recorded in settlennMit oi lu*en established in civil courts, 
will the tenants have to apply to tin* celleotor and piv leas/mable comptnisatiori. 

The Picmior, Mr. Biswanath Das said that sn< h lights liad been cunfoiied on 
lyots in other provinces too. He added that the hegey of evjiropnation had been 

raised only for the purpose of misleading th*» fiubhc 

Nox- Official Bills 

8th MARCH: — The Assembly to-day dnscussojl non-ofTieial business. Mr Pran» 
noth Patnaik (Socialist) introduced a Bill to provide for tlie b^dter a Irninistiation of 
the Puri Jagannath Temple, The Bill to amend tlie T/'gal Piaetitioneis’ Act 1879 

.standing in the name of Mr. 0. C, Thatraj Hahudur, was also intioJuitO. 

Mr. Pyari Sankar Roy moved that the Factoiies (Onssa Ameritirnont) Bdl be 
refcried to a select committee. Mr. Bodhrarn Duhe, .Minister, inovod fir the f ire illa- 
tion of the Bill for eliciting public omnion. Mr. Oodavarts d/tsra suggested re- 
feience of the Bill to economi.sts of the piovinee. The Rev. E. M Eians supported 
the mover. The mover accepted the Government amendment for ciiculation. 

Mr. Roy next moved that the Bill for fixing the rates of wages bo referred to a 
select committee. On Mr. Dube's suggestion it was decided to circulate the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion. 

Orissa Tenancy Act Amend. Bill (contd ) 

10th. MARCH Feelings rose high to-dav, during the com so ot d .cussion on 
the Oji.s.sa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill which lesuited in a ^\alk-out (»t' sever mem- 
btiis of the O|)position. The Assembly took up clause six winch aimed at eonferimg 
the light of free transfer without mutation lee. Mi. Rahman moved an amendment 
suggesting some restrictions in the transfei. When Mr. M. 0 Patnaxk w is speaking 
on the amendment the Bpeaker pointed out tint his speech was inelevant, and old 
gitjurids were now being repeated This was followed by an exchange of hot 
words and Mr. Patnaik threatened to walk <»nt The atmosphere however cooled 
down and Mr. Patnaik continued for about an hour. Tlu amendment (a pait of which 
Ml. hahman withdrew) was lost without division. 

It was then past four o’clock. The Speaker announced that In view of the slow 
piogre-.s made, discussion would be continued till clause six was finished. 

The Premier stated that the Assembly was sitt.ng for the longest hours in the 
dav of all the Assemblies in India. Mr. Patnaik objected to the continuation and 
walked out with Mr. Brajasundar Das, Raja of Madhupur, Mr. Latifur Raliman, Khan 
Bahadur Ahmadbux, Mr. Birobehra and Mr. F. Ilaq. The Premier legretteJ the oppo- 
sition’s attitude and requested the Speaker to postpone the proceedings. 

The Speaker did not agree, but wanted continuation of business. As Mr. Braja- 
sundar Das aci the Raja of Madhupur walked out the amendments to clause six could 
not be moved and the clause was passed. 

11th. MARCH :— The Assembly to-day resumed discussion of the Tenancy 
Bill. Several amendments were moTed. Mr. Biswanath Das^ Premier, 
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objected to the amendment moved by Mr. B. R, Das which urged that stamp duty 
on registration fee should not be levied on sale deeds. 

The Premier held that the amendment really sought to modify the Stamp Act and 
the Registration Act. 

The Speaker upheld the Premiei’s contention, and ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Features of to-day’s proceedings were about sir points of order and discussion on 
legal points between lawyer members. Practically tho whole day was devoted to 
these points order and Clause VII had not finished when tho House rose for the 
day. 

VoTiNo OX Budget Dema^nds 

18kh. MARCH : —Voting on demands for grants was taken up to-day when the 
Assembly mot after holidays. Mr. Latifur Rahman moved two cut motions regarding 
land revenue demands for discussing difficulties of Zemindars in paying revenue and 
process fees, and another for discussing the management of Government estates. The 
Government assuring to consider these, Mr. Rahman withdrew tho cut motions. 

Mr. Rahman moved another cut motion for bringing to Government’s attention 
vaiious ‘oppressions’ bv collectors of rents in Government estates. 

The Hon. Ministei 'Kanungo replying stated that the Government were examining 
the question and the most equitable solution would be suggested. Mr, Rahman with- 
drew the motion. 

19th. MARCH Revision of the ‘Sun set law.’* under which the Government 
could auction a zeraindary estate if the land revenue was not paid before nightfall 
on the due date, was urged in the Assembly to-day by the Raja of Madhupur, who 
moved a cut in tho revenue administration demand to draw attention to the hard- 
ships of the landlords, following tho depression and the non-payment of rent by the 
tenants. 

Mr. Nityanavdo Knnungo, Mmistei-m-Cbarge, said that 50 per cent gross collec- 
tion should be considered ample to compensate the landlords for the trouble taken in 
the collection of rents from t^oianth lie also said that the zemindars had noon 
improvident and unbusinesslike. Tht*v ought to have provided for the ‘rainy day ” 
It was true that the ‘‘Sun set law” existed but it had not been enforced lately. He 
described land as a national asset which ought to belong to tho 8tate. It was a great 
tragedy that the bulk of land in India was owned privately. Sudden changes, how- 
ever, were impossible. 

22nd. MARCH An announcement was made this moining regaiding the industrial 
policy by Mr Bisivcniath Das, tho Piomier. duiing dihtussion on demands for grants. 

Mr, Bodhrani Dube (Minister foi Local Solf-Govei nment and Commerce) asked 
for Rs. 2 28 lakhs under “Industnes’' when tho Raja of Madhupur moved a cut, 
complaining that industiies had not been given adequate attention. Mr. Latifur 
Rahman asked the Government to f(»llow the example of Japan. Mr. E. M. Evans 
opposing tho cut, said that Japan destroyed village industries, but the main problem 
of India was their revival. 

The Premier, replying on behalf of tho Government, explained that big industries 
had not been ignored. Conveniences had been afforded for starting a paper mill at 
fc^arahalpur, chemical works were under contemplation, and also a sugar factory. But 
the mam attention of Orissa should be given to small industries. 

Tho Government have provided Ks. 43,000 in next year’s Budget for starting a 
Village Industries Institute at Cuttack. Mr. Evans was perfectly right m objecting 
to Japan’s exam^ile. The Government were paying unceasing attention to all kinds of 
industries in Orissa. Big industries would be helped but the Government would not 
start them. f?raall industries would be started or be revived. 

Tho Raja of Madhupur withdiew his cut and the entire demand under “Indus- 
tries” was passed. Tho ontiio giant ut.cler “Civil Works” was next passed. 

The following demands were then voted successively Rs. 3.85 lakhs expenditure 
for the Capital const luction ; Ks 6.4il lakhs for Public Works; Rs. 35,000 for Famine 
Relief; Rs. 4.13 for pensions; Rs. 3 52 lakhs for Stationery and Printing, Rs. 1.03 
lakhs for Miscrllaneous. 

Mr. Latifur Rahman congratulated tho Piomier on tho passage of the Budget, 
Trhich showed tlie ooniideuce of the House in him. The House then adjourned. 
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Obissi. Tjcnanot Act. Amend. Bill (contd.) 

lit APRIL :~The Assembly to-day passed Clause 10 of the Orissa Tenancy Act 
Amendment Bill. The clause aimed at reducing the lato of interest on arreais of 
rents from 12 and a half per cent, to 6 per cent. 

An amendment to reduce the rat© of interest to 9 por cent, moved by Khan 
Bahadur Ahmad Bux, was rejected by a laige majoiity 

Clause 11 of the Bill was under discussion wlicu the House rose for the day. 

2nd. APRIL The Assembly to-day took up clauses dealing with illegal exactions. 
The clauses aimed at declaring illegal exactions void and provide for sumraaiy trial 
by the collector or the deputy collector and prescribe a line for such exactions. 

Mr. Nifpanaudo Kanungo, Minislor, state 1 that everyone was agteed that in 
spite of the existence of certain provisions in the Tenancy Act during the past 50 
years illegal exactions continued and that there had been no -conscious effort, even 
among educated zemindars, against this evil. 

Mr. Nahakrisna Choudhury (Socialist) sought the insertion of ‘'*levv” in place of 
“exaction” in the clause. Discussion on his amendment was piocoeilmg wnen the 
House rose and adjourned to May 2. 

2nd. MAY: — The House toctk up to«dav the considciation of the Oiissa Tenaucy 
Act (Amendment) Bill. The point discussed i elated to illegal ©.vaetjons by landloids 
from tenants. 

Mr. Nahakrishna Chowdhury (Congtc,s Sucialist) suggested the substitution of the 
word “levies” for “exactions,” and the Hous*^ agreed to it. 

Mr. Brojosundar Das (Landlioldeis), objected to the provision of summary trial of 
landlords guilty of illegal levies. 

Mr. Ntfyananda Kanungo^ Revenue Munster, on behalf of the Government, 
agreed to the substitution for it of regular tiial but ou condition tliat there should be 
a provision of impnsonment for a delinquent landlord as in other pi-ovmces. 

The Opposition agreed to it, and a ju**Msi«)n of a fine of Rs 500 or simple im- 
prisonment not exceeding six mouths was made in the Bill. It was fuither agieed 
that the provision of a time limit of six months for a tenant making complaint should 
be cancelled. 

3rd. MAY : — The Orissa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill and tlio Oiissa Small 
Holders’ Bill were passed to-day. 

The Orissa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill wh'ch sought to give the tenants right 
to trees and free t’-ausfer of oecupanev holdings and reduce tin* lato ot intoiest on 
arrears of rents to 6 poi cent and make all illegal lev’Cs puuishable under law, was 
introduced on the 25th February last. Discussion continued thioughout the month of 
March and a laige number of amendraents waf d'sposeJ of. 

To-day Mr. Bro;osundar Das' s amendment for excluding the terapoiary setf’ed es- 
tates from the operation of the Bill was <l'‘feate 1 

The third leading was oppossed b\ Mr. Btojosundar Das and the Rajn of 
Madhupur. In replying to the debatt' the ilou. Mi. Kanungo, Revemio Ministei, 
refuted the charges, levelled by opposition members that the Bill had been huiried 
through. 

The sole purpose of the Government in onaoting the measure, continued Mr. 
Kanungo is to do greatest good to gieatest number. Their solo puriroso was that 
body jiolitics in India should giow up as one nation and as one homogeneous whole. 
This piece of legislation, the Revenue Muiistoi hope), would help m creating better 
relations between landlords and tenants. The Hon Mr. Kanaiigo continued : This 
piece of legislation was not complete bv itself Fuithei the (loveinrnent of India 
Act did not permit any ladical change la social stiucture. Concluding, the Keveniie 
Minister said that when the Bill would be passed into law it would serve the best 
purpose for which it had been intended. At 8-dO p. m. the Bill was imt befoie the 
House and passed without any division. 

Orissa Small Holders’ Bill 

The Uonouiable Mr. Biswanath Das then intioduced the Orissa Small Holders’ 
Bill. 

Owing to the continued economic dopiessioii, theio were indications that the 
condition of the vast mass of small peasant-piopnetors and agricultural tenants was 
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deteriorating. Government were contemplating taking steps for the introduction of 
legislation to afford permanent relief to this class of agriculturists. But this required 
time and careful consideration. Pending the consideration of suoh permanent measure 
of relief Government were desirous of preventing the eviction of small holders from 
their lands and also the attachment and sale of their movable property as a result 
of decrees now pending or that may be obtained during the period for which this 
Bill would be in force, within which time Government hoped to intioduce legislation 
for the permanent relief of this class of agriculturists. This Bill was designed to secure 
this objo' t. 

As there was no objection the Bill was introduced and considerat'on of the Bill, 
clause by clause, was taken up. With slight amendments proposed by Jagahandhu 
Singh to clause 3 of the Bill, all the clauses weio passed. 

In moving the third reading of the Bill the hon. Mr. Btswanafh Daa refuted the 
charge made by the Raja Bahadur of Khallikote that the Bill was being hurriedly 
rushed through. He said that the Bill closely followed the Bomhav Small Holders’ 
Act. Further the Premier called conference of leaders of all parties and discussed 
provisions of the Bill. Thus although technically the Bill had not gono through the 
Select Committee it had the effect of being examined by a Select Committee 

Concluding the Premier said that members of bis party weie not at all sstisfied 
with the small provisions of the Bill. Ttiey wanted to go fuithei, in fact nothing 
more than moratorium for a year hai been grantol by this Bill to agiiculturists. 

'I’he thiid reading was then passed without any opposition. 

In tliariking the members for passing the Bill the Premier said thai it would give 
some relief to jiooi agiiculturists. The House then al]ourned. 

Legil Phactitiokers’ Art Amevd. Bill 

4th. MAY — Mr, M, G Patnaik objected to the consideration tc-dav of the Bill 
to amend the Legal Piautitioneis’ Act which aimed at allowing Mukteers fiom Madias 
to practiho 111 the South Orissa. Mr. Patnaik’s obje,jtiou was based on the giound 
that tlie Bill, according to the progtamme, was fixed for discussion tu-day. 

The Premier on Ministbt’^al Crisis 

In the afternoon the Piemier, Mr. Btsfvanafh Daa, made a statement detailing 
the cMcumstances leading to the feaicd ministeiial ciisis and exj>lainmg how 
iiltimattdy it was averted. 

“You aie aware of the fact,” he said, “that His Excellene.y tgir John Hubback 
was to baud ovei charge on May 4 to Mr. J. R Da»p, Revenue Commissioner, who 
was to act as Govetnor in his place. It was notified on March 7. I got the infoi- 
rnation thit'c days befoie the public itiou of the notificatiou and lodged our protest 
against the appointment of the officiating Goveruor on the ground that an officer 
serving in the machinery of ailrauiistration of the Provincial Government had been 
elevated to tho position of Governor wnthont the knowledge of the Ministry res- 
ponsible for the administration of the machinery : secondly, that the office of Gov- 
tnnor wh'cli at the present time is one of prestige and authority should not have 
fallen on on** who w^as an officer serving under the Ministry Added to this protest, 
tho deteimuiiitiou of the Ministry to resign its office was also communicated to 
Ills Excellency m due couise. 

“Some (joricspondenco between His Excellency the Governor and myself passed aud 
this is not pioposed to he placed hefoie the public. Till 9-45 a, m. to-day, the 
.situation was gloomv. My colleagues and Pailiamentarv Secretaries had submitced 
their lesigiiatioris to me and when I with the letters of losiguation w^as actually on 
the point of stalling flora Pun I received a telephone message from His Excelionov 
the (^oxeiiioi to the ciTect that ho had eancelled bis leave and from Mr. Bowstead, 
Secretary to llis Excellency the Goveiuor that he had received the following 
communique 

In view of tho instability of tho political situation which he would be hound to 
leave to his successor, llis Excellency the Goveiuor of Orissa doos not feel justified 
in proceeding with his oiiginal plan and considers that he has in the interest of the 
province no option but to ask for the caucellatiou of the leave granted to him. The 
Secretary of State has acceded to his request with the concurrence of the Govern or- 
Goneral. 

“The communique”, Mr. Daa continued, “explains how His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor has taotuIJy handled the situation and avoided a crisis which all ccucerned 
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would have deplored. Mahatma Gandhi, in his epoch-making statement, said that there 
were very grateful ways provided there was a will. It must be said to the credit of 
His Excellency that in spite of considerations of health he has prepared to cancel 
his leave to avoid a crisis. 

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention anything about Mr. Dain who 
was to succeed His Excellency Sir John Huhback. He" is an old and experienced 
officer serving under the province of Bihar and Orissa and has chosen to serve Orissa 
to the best of his ability. It must be clearly understood that we have no personal 
grievance against him. And we also lecogniso the services he has been able to render 
to Orissa in the course of his tenure of office as Revenue Commissioner. The 
Ministry is also thankful to the Parliamentary Sub-Oommittee of the Congress Work- 
ing Committee for the heljiful advice and guidance they have given all along in this 
matter. But for their advice tho crisis would have been precipitated much earlier. 1 
appeal to the Honourable Mombeis to take all that has happened in a prayeiful spirit. Wo 
are grateful to God for having found solution for a pioblem which was beset with 
so many difficulties. 


Legal Practitioners’ Amend. Bill (contd.) 

5th. MAY Tho Assembly concluded its session to-day after passing the Bill to 
amend tho Legal Practitioners Act and the Nurses and Midwives Registiatioii Bill. 

The first measure sought to allow mukteors from tho Madras area to practice in 
south Orissa, while the second Bill provided foi the registration and bettor training 
of nurses. 

Mr. M. G. Fafnatk moved for reference of tlie Legal Proctitioners Bill to a select 
committee which was opposed by Mr. Bodhram Duhe^ Minister-m-cbarge. The Bill 
was passed. 


Nurses & Mid wives Registration Bill 

The Nurses and Midwives Registration Bill w'as then introduced The amendments 
moved by Mr. Premananda Mahantiy aiming at the Council being more representa- 
tive and to insist on the dats and nurses now practising to qualify themselves before 
they could be registeied, wore accepted by the Goveinmeut and the Bill was passed 
without much discussion. 

Tho House at this stage vftas prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Sind Assembly 

Budget Session — Karachi— 26th. February to Slst. March 1938 

Financial Statement Foii 

The Budfiet Estimates for 19!i8-39 which were prosontej to Uie Sind Legislative 
Assembly which commenced its Biidget session at ICarachi on the 26th February 
1938 by Sir Ohularn f/ussnin^ the C’hief Minister levealed a siiipliis of Rs. 1,55,000, 
the Revenue Receipts being Rs 3,00,07,000 and the Kxpondituie debitable to 
revenue, Rs 3,59,12,CK)0. 

The shoit interval ^^hlch elapsed between the passing of the ciirient Budget in 
August last and tlie dare on w hieli proposals for new exp<‘ri(litui e in 1938-39 had to 
be saiM tioned for iiu liision in the budget, allowed of vei y little linn* toi the considei - 
ation <d many schiini's wliitli uie befeie the Ooveiiiraent Jt has bet'ii found possible 
however, to foimulate completed pioposals and to make the necessary ihidget’ 
provision in resia*ct of a number of new items, directed towards the dovelopment of 
the Province and its social welfare. 

Of these new ileins the most impoitant are the scliome for iingated fon'st planta- 
tion in Siiid at a cost ot Rs. 9,tCX.) , giants tir Anglo-VeinHculai iSchor)is Rs. 10,000, 
grants to non-fJovernment ISecondarv Hchools, Ks 7,000 , giants to local bodnss tor com- 
pulsoiy, prirnaiy ediieaiion Rs 55,000, giant foi file training of apprentices in vniions 
industiies fis fis 5,HU0 , giant for in<;ieasing the supply of school mistiessos m niial 
aieas Rs. 13,000, giant toi a surve} of unemployment among educated middle-tdas.s 
youths, Rs. 5,000 . i reservation of seats and the eieation of .s( holarslups at tln^ 
Victoria Jubilee Toclmic.il Institute, Bombay, Rs. 1,00() , .scheme for the appointment 
of a livestock officei and the necessaiy estatdishment Rs lOOOO , eciit.nuaru-e of the 
Physiob'nical section at the Agiicultuial Ifeseareh rStation. Sakra-id, Rs 4 000; opening 
of two \otermai’y dispensaiios Rs, 5,000 and opening ot two gi,int-in-anl vVtiuinarv 
dispensaries and appointment of (iovernmeut Veteiiuaiy Assistant Snigeon at I lauikilt 
Rs. 3,000, totalling Rs. 1,33,(0J. 

Fuilierraoie, incieased budget ullotment have been malt* t<) piovide foi iinpnnod 
diet in jails, Rs 11.000, tht' estaldisliment of modtd iiHa-p's R^ 13(.0), the p’lielidse 
of bulls Rs 7,000 and additional giants to local bodie.s toi tin* iriipiovement of villa->e 
watei -supply Rs lO,r0i, totalling Rs. 43,000. 

No a* eouiit has been taken in the estimates of the recei[>t ot a sliaie in tpe 
Income Tax, althoiigl it is possible that the Central Ouveiumont may tie atdo t'> efltM t 
a distribution Noi has anv account been taken of any savings winch may eveiihuto 
from tlie labouis of the R'-oiganisation Committee oi from tiie working of tne 
Betting Tax Bill which will be brought before the Legislative As.srat*l\, m tlie pic.sent 
session. 

As against these have to he reckoned the proposal to r'stablish an Agiicnltural 
College, which wnll apai t fioin the capital ex]»euditiiie, involve a lecuriing txpendi- 
tuie of some Rs 50 UOO })er annum ; strengthening the office of the Revenuo 
Commissioner and gnarautcemg of approximately Rs 40 000 a yeai in lespect of 
the Khadio-Navval'shali Railway extension Fuithei, m additiorr to tho loan alieady 
sanctioned to the .Smd Provincial Co-opoiative Bank, Uoveinmcnt may find it necessary 
to provide further hn.incial aid to the institution. 

As regards tho debt position, Sind’s debt to the Central CJovernmeut on April 1 
1937 stood at a total figure of Rs 2,927 lakhs and this will, according to the niesent 
estimates, be i educed by Maich 31, 1938, to Rs. 2,907 lakhs. 

Ceitain sources of provincial revenue would come to an end on Match .31, 19.38 
and in oider to piovido for their continuance, legislation will be brought before the 
Assembly m tho Budget session. The Stamp duties, Court Fees and the Electricity 
Duty will be the subject of a Finance Bill and the Tobacco duty, the subject of a 
separate Tobacco Ta.:ation Bril. Their estimated retuin has been included m tho 
present Budget. 

According to the final accounts figures, the opening cash balance for J937-.38 was 
Rs. 1,40,73,000 and according to the revised estimates the closing balance foi the 
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year is expected to be Rs. 5,66,030. Besides this cash balance, the Province possesses 
about Rs. 12 lakhs worth of Central Government securities in the Famine Fund, 
Rs. 110 lakhs in Government of India Treasury Bills, the minimum balances with 
the Reserve Bank and the Di'.tnct Treasuries and the balance of Rs. 16 and 
one-fourth lakhs in the Building Fund. 

General Discussion of Budoet 

lit MARCH : — General discussion on the budget emuod to-day when Mr. R, K. 
Ridhwa (C.ngress) congratulated the Government on presenting a surplus budget, but 
oxpiessed disajipointmout at the inadequacy of funds eai marked for nation-building 
departments. 

Mr. G. H. Raichen (European Group) stressed the need for improving the moans 
of communication in the liaiiage area and warned against the consequences of 
letienchmeut iii the Department of Public Works, holding that it would be “anna 
wise and lupee foolisli.” 

2nd. MARCH : — Replying to fie* bnilg-d the Premi^»r and the Finance Minister, 
the lion, Str Ghulam Huaamn Htdaiintullah said that they were undertaking a sni- 
vey of the raineial wealth of S'lid The Pi evince was indebted to the tune of twelve 
timi'S its annual levonuc. lie had ear-mitked Ji',. 30 lakhs fer iiation-bnilding dt*- 
partmonts, lueluding font lakhs foi village* imfirevement. He assured the House that 
the Government would give candul con->idera’ion to the lecomrnendations of tlio 
members. The hoii. Dr. Ilvm ludan IPud/iirant, Ministei for Putdic Health, declaied 
that he was woikiug out s'di-Mii 's f n* intro luciug diastic reforms iii tlie Medical 
Depai tmeiit. 


FivaxNce Act Amend Bill 

3rd MARCH The Premier moved an official Bill to-dav amending the Bombay 
Finance Act so as to have the piojeeds of the electricity duty transferred to Sind. 
It was adopted. 


Toicvctio \cr Amesd Bill 

The House IIl'ii d's'Hisscd anoth u otfi'ual Bill to amend tin B >mbay District 
Tobacco Act, under which a duty dl R^, j'J p.'i annum wuuli bo levied on tvholesale 
dealeis. 


The Karachi Cohcoration Bill 

4th. MARCH •— The Bill to (‘xteud the Kitachi Municipal Corporation’s life fiom 
three to five yeais was disoiiss.‘d to-da\. 

Mr. M. G. Gaidar^ introducing the Bill, obsuvcl that in view of the impoitant 
schemes, such as watei supply a -d drainage, lain-di.'l b\ the Coipjration, thre(3 
years pioved insufiieient. lie lug**! thi House to aee,-pt the Bill to enable the 
Government to iiitioiucc lef um^ like j iiut eloetoia’os m !> al biiios 

The Congiess beuclies, vcliemeoily opposing the Bill, chai aeren^,e 1 it as playing 
with the citizen’s light to elect i --p; ^'sentatives and dem.mJcd tliat the Governraeut 
should first mtiodiice a Bill to .s-e up joint electorates. 

5th. MARCH Tlio Assembly to-diy passed Mr. Guzlai’s Bill. Tn the course 
of the discussion Mr. R. K. stdhwi (Cong/essi remaiked that tlmre was no lio[>e for 
ju.stice and equity in the IJous*^ to wdiich the Tieasurv benclies took CNception and 
Mr. Sidhwa withdiow his offending lemitks. The Pi(3mier, the hon. 8ir G. H. 
Hidayatullah- stated tliat the draft Bill foi the mtrodvietion of electorates in Siud 
was now ready and would be intioduced shortly. 

Totinq on Budget Demands 

7th. MARCH As many as 176 cut motions, mostly undor tho demands for 
Education, Excise, Police and General Administration, cam-' uo-for consideration to-day. 

The Premier, the hon. Sir Ghulam litissam Hiiayatullih pointed out that the 
motions were out of order lu as much as under the new Constit ition no cuts coulu 
be moved under minor heads. Tho Speaker agieoing with tho ^oontention allowed the 
members to re-draft their motions in conformity with the rules. 

35 
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9ih. MARCH :-*Dr. Popatlal (Congress) moved. to-day a token cut of Rs. 100 under 
Excise. In the course of the discussion which lasted throughout tlio day, the 
Opposition benches criticised the Government’s excise * policy. 

lOlh. MARCH Replying to tlio debate on a cut motion under Excise, tlio hon. 
Sir Ohulani Hussain IJidapatidlah, Pnmo Minister, announced the CJovi'inmont’s 
icadiness to introduce total Ihuliibitioii of charas witli efl’eet from 1939-40. Uiis would 
entail a loss of Rs. 4 lakhs lu leveriue beseles another half a laKh in |)i(*venting 
smuggling. In this connection the (iovoinraent weio prepared to appoint a eorarnitteo 
to suggest ways and means of meiUing this deli'Mt 

A bieeze occuiied while the lleuse was discussing tlie Excise TJudget. 

Dr. Popatlal (Congress) said that the Rremiei was misleading the ineinbeis of 
the House. The Premier piotested and Dr IMpatl.il ^^as aski'd to withdiaw tlie 
lemark. The latter at fust persisted that he hal a light to Ka> so liit suh.sitjuently 
withdrew his words. 

The cut motion of Rs 100. in the Excise amount of Rs. 3,14,C00 movi'd by the 
Congiess Party, w'as lost. 

Tiic Mimsteruu C’hisis 

18lh. MARCH The (lovernmi'nt .sustaiii-'d tloMi hist defeat to-day when a 
token cut motion w'as carried bv 2d votes against J? A tense atmosplit-re pi e\ ailed 
and the result of the voting wa^ leeeiv'etl 1)\ dealeiiiog (lo'cis b\ tlie (tjipoMtion. 

The seven Congressmen [ue.sent, (‘leht Ilitidir and eiglit United l\ut\ mombers, 
voted for the cut, thiee u'liiaimng neutral Cmgi.'ss t.iios weie juhdaiif 

The Prenneu leplNiiig to the del atis sail tiiit th-’ .M i sti>ts wioe as nsponsihlo 
as any others fui their ai'hievi mouts, iiKdndmg '.ehib*! woiK on the vaiiuns com- 
mittees, on employment, education etc Tliev li id aU i appointul a loniniitteo to go 
into the question of lecovenes of wat.ji-couis • thaiat., whnh !iad heen agitating tho 
agricultuiists for some time. Tho Piemiei undeiteok to eonsuli'i Congress eiievaiiees, 
if they leproisented. 

The Cabinet crisis was foreshadowed m lohbv (iicles as it wa-. cm lent that if tin* 
nine secedeis from the Coalition Part> joiiumI hands with th(‘ Congiess Tar tv and 
the Hindu Party, numtienng seven and nine i(‘'>peetive!v, the cut rnotm; would bo 
passed as only *47 membeis were pivsimt in the II m^e io-(ia\, 

Things had been moving fast in the last tw’o d.us in Assembly <iicles The Op- 
pn.sition concentiated on the head Geueial Adni'iiistiation, for wliiji a giant of K.s. 
1,G14,C)(X) was demanded. The adoption of the token out was taken on all liands as 
u motion of ‘‘no-conlidencc” in the present Mmislrv 

After the adoption of tlie cut, the eritiie demmd nndot ^ (rencial \<lrninist ration 
^ minus inpee one was put to vote and wars also nj-cjled hy 23 vol(‘s .IJ, 

Thereafter, the House voted the remaining }iea<ls imduding I’olo-c, pyj’juatio’g etc. 

The New Mi\isii;x 

2l8t. MARCH The hon. Sir Ohulam Hussain Ihdayatallah ealiod ori 11. E. tho 
Ooveinor first at noon and again half an hour later, along w itli his twf) co'Ica.ias on tho 
Cabinet, and the Deputy President, Emeigmg fiom government Iluii'.e a sin ond time, 
Sir Ghulam told tlie pressmen : “Well, geiith-raeii. w'<‘ liave sont m our n agnations 
despite our majoiity and w'e challenge any other i>.uty to form a Cal).ni>i ’’ 

Khan Bahadur Allahbux, who inter view’^d the Clover nor at 3 p, m , w^as 
invited to form a Cabinet and ho chose Ftr Elahihux and Mr. Nchchaldas as his 
colleagues, with liimstdf as Premier. 

The week-end was marked by .inten.so political activity in Karni Li and in the 
districts consequent on endeavouis by diffeient [laitie;-, to consolidate ilieu .sticngtb. 
Ministeiial circles held that the juesent Govcinraenl had s.dlered a little s^ tba* k hy 
the defection on tho part of the United Paity and still runain the dominant paity in 
the House. Hence tlio talk of formation of a new Mini.stiv was piematuro. 

Few had anticipated that the Congress Party wMth its strength of eight would 
launch upon the foimation of a Coalition Mmistiy, and following a teIei»lion'c con- 
versation last night between Mr. .Tairamdas Daulatram and and Saidar VallaMibhai 
Patol, this question was shelved for the present. 

The United and Hindu Parties’ corabinatron, with a total strength of 22, urged the 
Congressites to afford them, if called upon to foim tho Government, an opjiortunity 
to work on broad national lines for the wrelfare of the people of the Province and 
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not to join hands with the oppositionists in wrecking it. The Congress Party ex- 
pressed readiness to allow this respite for a reasonable “period while adhering to their 
general policy of opposition and carrying out tho^Congress programme. 

22nd. MARCH The now Ministers assumed charge of their respective depart- 
ments this morning. This now paity was cliristened the Nationalist Party. 

25tb. MARCH After a four-days’ prorogation, the Assembly met to-day when 
the new Cabinet, witli their party including two more Hindus, occupied the Treasury 
l^onches wluio Sir (iluilim Ifassaiu’s paity went over to tho Opposition. The Congress 
Party remained wheie it was. 

Allegation's against Officers 

Mr. R. K. Snlhwn moved tho adjournmont of the House to discuss the alleged 
inteifeioriv^o and poisoual canvassing by Government officials on March 18 when the 
foimer ('abinet was defeated. 

Tho lion Khan B thadur Allahhux^ Piime Minister, made statement exprossing 
agreoment with tlie movei and holding that it was not only most important for mem- 
bers of the pulilic S<‘i vices not to intefeie in political matters but that such adion 
constitute a gioss and iepjt'1'..n^ihle interference with the privileges of the members 
of tlio Asserablv in the exeici^e of their individual judgment Tho Premier pioposed 
to bring cases of swell intei f.'i . nef) to tlie attention of tho fl-^ads of Departments so 
as to enable them to take ap* opnato action He urged the mover to withdraw his 
motion, which Mi. Sidhwa did. 

Tho giant under the head Gtunual Adraini d ration, which was refused by tho 
riouse on Mai* h 18, was brought to-day as a su|»]i!eineatary statement of oxpenditiuo 
for lOdS-d'd. The House adjourned till March 29. 

Promiamml or hie New Ministry 

29th, MARCH A statement of the policy which the now Cabinet would pursue 
was made in tin' Vsserablv this evening. The Premier, the hon. Khan Bahadur 
Jllahhut assuK'l the Hrms'' that they would he g'lided by the national aspirat'ons of 
tlu"* p»'ople of this cniiutiv 111 accoidmce with the pe^’diar needs and circumstances 
of the Pioviin**' The progiarnnie of tho Natirrual Congress and the parties wiiich 
heli»ed to foiiii tjie (lovei nraonf ha I long been before the pcojilo of this Ihovince 
and theie weie mam point., m them whicli tlio public of h?ind would appieciato and 
sujipoit. It \\oull 1)0 the duty of the new Goveinmont to give effect to those, 
having rogird to the eii' arnslaucc', ej ih" Province. 

The Ihemioi aldel that b:s ( tevi'i nrnent hal come into being on no teims of 
hargaiPiug with an\ othei paitN Tlmii uLdeitakug was to luu the admmibtiation 
on biand national lines bi as to enable the people Pi enjoy tlio fiuits and benefits of 
the transference of pvaei flora an inesponsible eyeeutivo to tho i opiesentatives of the 
peojde Detailing their piogiarame, the Khan Bahadui said that the figures on which 
the suhvention was base] had alieady been proved to bo incorrect and a further 
enquii'y was ne -essarv to ascertain wiiut was the utmost payment that could fairly 
bo demand.'d troui Smd. The Hoveiiim>‘ut pioposed to place tlieir views before the 
Ciovciiimont of India and the riecretaiv of Srate. Fuither, the Government i)roposed 
to irnpruvt' the let of the landboMeVs and agiiculturisS of the Province. It was 
their intention to study the lepoit of the Keoigauisatiou Committee and to take 
immediate action tlioieon as far as possilj’e. 

As regal els the lecovery of fine-,, in default of payment of which sentences of 
impiisonraeiit hal been undeigoiie, tho Oovernraent pioposed to instruct the District 
Magistiatcs to hr.ng to the attention of iho courts conceined that the Government 
(lid not desire such iccuveries to be made. 

The Government proposed to abohsli tho system of Honoraiy Magistrates and tho 
nominations to Local bodies and also ihe piactico of holding Collectois’ and Com- 
missioners’ Darbais. They ^^elo seiioiisly considering the question of the release 
of Ilansrai Wiieloss and would leuoiumend to tho Government of India, indicating 
that tho Sind Goveinraeut would not object to Moulvi Ubeidullah’s return from exile. 
Village industrii'S would be increased and laboiii problems dealt with sympathetically 
and a Committee was to bo appointed to consider tho withdrawal of tho Sind Frontier 
Regulation. The miuonties’ legitimate interests will bo safoguaided. 



[ ZARIOHI— 


276 THE SIND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Voting On Budget Demands ( Contd. ) 

30tli. MARCH When the Assembly met this morning to vote on demands for 
grants under the head Geneial Administiation, in the Supplementary Budget, which 
was rejected previously by the House culminating in the losignation of the Hidayat- 
ullah Ministry, Mr. M. H Oazdar, belonging to the party of Sir Ghulam Hidayat- 
ullah, moved a token cut to ccusuro the Government. 

Attacking the Goveinment, Mr. Gazdar chaiactei iscd its prograramn as a signal of 
bankrupt statesmanship Following this, the Muslims were going to be wiped out. 
There was, he said, a conspiracy to establisli ‘Ram R,aj’. The United Party had 
surrendered to the Hindus and the Oongiess P.ntv, which was a body of capitalists. 
He challenged Muslim memheis of the United Paily to resign and see if they could 
get re-elected on that jirogramme. 

A breeze ensued when Mr. Jsae^' Das Varat?dmnl^ a Congiessite, declared that a 
certain 'Statement made by Mr Gazdar on the llnoi of tlie House was a lie, wdiereupon 
Mr. Gazder retorted ^‘You are a liar.” The Speakoi called the latter to order, Mr. 
Q. M. Syad opposed the cut. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain riidayaf ullah criticised tiie new Government’s programme 
and doubted whethiu' they would succeed in a< bievmg what his Government had 
achieved so far. Fuither, those who had not been tuie to theii own people would be 
true to none. 

Replying to the debate, tho Piemicr, the hon Khan Bahadur Allahhux said that 
his statement of policy had not coviui'd flu* w’bolc he' i as they liad taken otTieo only 
a few days hack. They pioposed to hung in p’ogre.ssivo Icg sLnive rnoa'Juies. He 
infoimed the House tliat Mt G. F S. Colltn^^ h'eviuine Commissioner, Sind, and 
Mr. A. Gordon, P. W. D, Secrotniv, wane li'uving for Delhi to-night to confnr with 
the Govcrnmi'nt of India regaiding the subvention He a kod foi six months’ time for 
the new Government to carry out their progiamrno. 

All tho seven cuts, including Mi. Oazdar’s token cut, were withdiawn and tho 
House voted the outiie demand under the head General Administration, amounting 
to Ks, 16,14,a)0. 

31tt MARCH r—The Bjioaker announced to-dav that H. K. tho Governor had 
assented to the Tobacco Bill which would come into force lo-rnoriow\ 

Thereafter, the Schedule of authorised supplemental v oxperidituro for 1937-38 and 
38-39 was laid on the table and tlio House adjourned sine 0u>. 


Third Session — Karachi — 19th. May to 1st. June 1938 

Members’ Salaries IhiiL 

The third session of the Assemhy corameiicu'd .ut Kai.uchi on tho 19th. May 1938 
when Mr. M H. Gazdar moved adjournment of the non.«,e to discuss the supersession 
of certain P. W. D officials and the transfer nf ciutain police officials. Tho Speaker 
ruled it out, holding that the motion was not dctiniic. 

Tho Leader of the House then moved the official Rill i elating to Memher.s’ Salaries 
and Allowances. After four houis’ discussion of tno clause i elating to tho members’ 
salaries, the House fixed the same salaiy foi the Smd M L A’s as wa.s permitted in 
Congn'ss provinces, namely, Ks. 75 per mensem. Tlie House also allowed the Deputy 
ypeaker to draw the oidiiidry member’s salary as w’'ell as the salary of Deputy Speaker 
wdien the Assembly was in session. 

20th. MAY: — A Gongioss mcrabci’s amendment to tho Membeis’ Salaiios Bill 
fixing tho membeis’ travelling allow^anco as double thud class was lost. The House 
fixed one and half socomi class faie as tiavelling allowance. A daily allowance of Ks. 
2-6 was decided upon. Mr M. IJ. Gazdar' s amendment that memheis ho paid allow- 
ance fiom 1st Apnl instead of 1st August, when piessed to a division, was lost by 16 
votes to 28, the Congiess members voting with the Goveinment. 

Ministers’ Sal\ries Bill 

21tt. MAY :—The Premier introduced to-day the Government Bill on salaries for 
Ministers. Tho Bill piovidod for the same scale of salaiies as in the Congress 
provinces. Tho Bill was discussed for thiee days till the 24th. May when the 
Assembly passed the Bill fixing the salary at Ks. 500 a mouth apart from free fur- 
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nished quarters and provision for conveyance. About twenty amendments, which had 
been tabled, were either withdrawn or defeated. 

Rind Local Bodies Bill 

25th. MAY The system of nomination was an evil whiuh tliey had been 
fighting for the last thirty-five years and nominated membois were ai>iising their 
powers, declared Mr, i2. K, Sidhwa supporting the Government Bill tor abolishing 
nominations in municipalities and local boards aivl providing for tlio constitution of 
elected co'i.rnitteos m notified areas. Mr. Sidhwa aided that the Bill had boon moved 
by the Government m puisuauoe of their piogressivo policy. 

Karlier the House passed the Goveinmmt Bill to amend the Sind Assembly 
Removal of Disqualifioatious Act. 

26lh. MAY : — The Assembly to-day adopted the Bill. In the com sc of the dis- 
cussions, Sir Ghulam Hmsatti^ Leader of the Opposition, naiiahjd how Ins Govern- 
ment did not lag behind the pieseut one inasmuch as they had diafted such pro- 
gressive moa'iUies as these for the introduction ot ]oiiil elcctouitcs, adult franchise 
and abolition^ of nominations, but could not procot'd with them owing to ccitain 
technical difficulties. Sir Ghulam went on to refer to tho attiiule '»[ the C'>ngross 
g^ionps towaids the Bill for Mmisteis’ salaries, to which the hou Mi. Nehchuldns^ 
r. VV. I) Minister laised an objection. But the Speaker luled that it was custornaiy 
to allow a ccit.iiu amount of latitude to the L‘»ad u* of the 0[>positioii. 

The tlouse then passed tho Bill to amend tho Bombay Weights and Measiiics Act, 
the Bill to anioiid tlio Bombay Co-operative Societies Act and pioccedcd to discuss 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Kutertaiumout Duty Act. 

27th. MAY Tho Speaker took up to-day Mr. Qazdar's ad]ournmcnt motion to 
discuss llio agraiian situation in Taudo division The Speaker said that tho motion 
having rcpcliod him lato yesterday, he had not oousidorod it and promised to 
do so to-day. 

Entertain'mext Duty Amend. Bill 

The House then passed Ihe Governmont Bill amending tho Enicrtaiument Duty 
Act A Congress ameudiuoiit thereto that military a d naval officcis should he 
cha?g<'d full entoi taiiimont duty was ruled out by the ypeakei who held that the 
amendinoiit was outside the scope of tho Bill. 

BcrriNG Tvx Bill 

Tho House passed no -it tho Bill imposing tax on ccitain forms of betting. An 
amendment moved by the Euiopean Group, which sougiit to reduce the totalisator 
tax to 2 and half per cent from 4 poi cent was lost. Tho discussion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned. 

Agrarian IT.vrest In Tando 

. 28th. MAY : — Mr. Oasdar's aJjournraont motion to discuss tlio agraiian unrest 

in Tan'lo division was ruled out by the Speaker in view of the assurance given by 
the Leader of the House that no serious situation existed there Tho Leader of the 
Congress Paity, sujiporting the motion, doclaied that tlio unrest was due to tho 
dilatory policy of tho (lovoinmont, 

Tho Premier explained that tho Government puisnod a nnifoim both in tho 

barrage and non-barrage aieas and could not bo cairied away by the idToits of ceitain 
zamiudais to uilluonce the Govoinmeut policy for their benefit. 

Betting Tax & Local Bodies Bills 

Official business concluded to-dav with the adoption of two Bills, the Bill for 
imposing tax on certain forms of betting and the Bill for abolishing nominations to 
local boards. 

The betting Bill imposed four per cent tax on monies put into totalisatois on tho 
raco course. This would bring in a rovenuo of over Rs. 70,000 annually to tho 
Government. A clause seeking to reduce the oatertainment tax was dropped as it 
encountered opposition. 

The last Bill, abolishing nominations, was also opposed by the M. L. A.’s who 
were also municipal corporators, but after six ameudmonts had boon ruled out by tho 
bpoakor, the Bill was adopted. 



278 


THE SIND LEGISLiTIVE ASSEMBLY 


[ KA.RACHI — 


Resolution On Federation 

30th. MAY ; — The Assemhlv dis«{u<^s(5l to-day the Congress resolution strongly 
^opposing the Federation and urging the British Government not to force the scheme 
•on the province. The resolution on Fed ‘ration stated that the Assembly, being 
of the opinion that the iiooplo of Smd wore strong'y opposed to the scheme of Federal 
Government under the Government of India Act and would protest against its inauguia- 
tion against the declaied will of the people, reisommeii led to the Government to con- 
vey the feelings of the House to the Biitish Governraent and urge them not to 
impose the scheme on this piovince. 

Shrikh Abdid Majid moved an amendment seeking to add at the end of the 
resolution the woids ; ‘‘Rejilaco it by a sidieme conferring full indi-pendence on 
India in the form of a Fedeiation of fieo democratic States wheieiu the rights and 
interests of minoiities aie adequitely and effectively safeguaided in the Constitution.” 

l»t. JUNE .9/101 A A})diLl Mnpd's araondm'uit being accepted bv the Congiess 
Party, the Assembly to-d iv adopiod the Congiess resolution on Fcdciation, one 
Indian member and two Eui opiums dissenting. 

Sir Ohuhim tJuS'^um Hidaijatnllah. foimer Piemier, siippoitmg the losolution, said 
that Federation did not give powci to Indians the pow.M still leinaining in the hands 
of foieigncis. The following is the text of tlie lesolution as amended and jmssed: — 

“This Assembly being of opinion that the people of Smd am stronglv opjiosed to 
the schem-’ i.f Fisionil (hjvi'inment undoi the Oovciumerit of India Act and piotest 
against its inauguiatum against their deedared will, lecoranionds to the Governraent 
to convov the leiliiips of thi' House to the Idiitish Ooveinmonf and iiigc the Biitish 
Govcinment not to impose tho scheme on this piovmce and to lejilaco it by a 
R( heme coiifemng ujmn India full independence in the form of a Fedmation of fieo 
demooiatio units, in winch the riglits and inteiests of tho minoiities aio adequately 
and ('flectively sufeguarded in the Constitution.” 

Only one member, Dewau Dtalmol Daulairam (Hindu Sabba) dissented. 

Sind Frontier Rlgulations 

Khav Sahib Gabol, Deputy Speaker, moved a resolution to ie]>eal the Sind 
Fioutiei Regulations Tho Piemier, tho boii Khan Bahadui Allah Bur announced 
that a cnmmiltf'o would bo set u]» loi tho pin pose of examining tho woikmg of 
tho legulations and lu' assiiied tlie House tliat iio would ooiisniei the question of 
lejiealmg them if tho Committe.* so recommended. The u solution vas withdrawn. 

Fri-e Land Grant to Poors 

Anotliei losulution that tlio Govoinmcnt should gno fioo giants of land to pool 
residents of tho Lya i slum aiea was also withdrawn after tho I'lemiei’s a.jsuiancc 
that tho v'lfivernment would comniuiiicate with the G.ujioiafion in connection wnih 
the conditions guverning tho giants of lands. 

Rej’Lal oj Criminal TKinrs Act 

S/irthh Abdul Jllnjid moved a Tc.soliition, locommending tho n'poal of the Gnminal 
Tubes Scitleinent Act of ]9d4. The Frcmtvr assuied the House that the Guveniraont 
felt that tlie section of the Act compelling certain citizens in rcpoit themselves to 
tho ]*oli(;e d'd entail haid.shjp and tliat the Goveinment had iiistiiKtcd Distiiot 
Magisliales and Sopoi intcndcnts of Police to go into the question and i educe tho 
iiunibci of jieisons affected bv this inovision, in wdiich connection tho icpicsenta- 
tivcs of tbo people in the districts conceined would he consult ctl. After the elimina- 
tion of cases, tlio lesiduaiy numbei would ho lefeiied to a Committee wdiose pio- 
jiosaliS w'ould bo iilaced bcfoie the House. 

Sheikh Abdul Majid declined to witlidiaw tho resolution, w'hich_ was talked out. 
the House was then piorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Session — Peshawar — 1st. to 25th. March 1938 

Finanptal Statement For ID'JS — 39 

The Budget Session of tho N. W. Frontier Leuishilivo Assembly commenced at 
Peshawar on the Ist. March 1938. Aftei fotraal husniess and interpellatio is 
Sardar Ajit Singh songlit leave of the House to movo an adjournment motion 
with a view to di awing the attention of the Goveinraent to the grave situation that 
had aiiseu consequent upon tho recent “brutal murders of innocent Sikhs in Peshawar 
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and Mayar” which had caused great consternatioa amongst the Hindus and the Sikhs 
of the province. 

The Minister of Education assured (he House that Government regarded the 
murders with horror and would leave no stone unturned to bring the culprits to 
book. He requested the mover to withdraw the adjouiument motion as such 
discussion would excite communal feelings; also the incidents wero sub judice. The 
motion was withdrawn. 

The Minister for Finance (Mr B. R Oandhi) next presented the Budget for 1938-39. 
In doing so he said—: Tlie total ipveuuo dining 1938-39 was estimated at Rs. 180.05 
lakhs and expenditure at Ks. 186.08 lakhs, which amounted to a revenue deficit of 
Rs. 6.63 lakhs. 

“The total revenue is not keeping pace with expenditure, whiidi is giowing from 
year to year owing to normal expansion and new itt'ms of expenditure on benolicent 
activities”, declared the Finance Minister adding that the leveniie d'dioit would he 
coveied by diawing on accumulated bal.inco. The rut loan outstanding on 1st March 
1938 will be Its 60 40 lakhs being the loan floated in open maiket in 19;i7-38 for 
lepajmeut of the eailici loan fiom tlit> (-Joveriiinent of India of Its 35 lakhs to meet 
capital expendituie on tlie M.ilak.iud Hydio-clcctnc scheme and also loi fuither out- 
ia\s on the Ilydio-clectiic scheme and other civil woiks. 

Mr. \ Rhanjurani Gandhi added that in the revisi'd estimates piesented last 
summer it was csriniaicd that the >car 1936-37 would clos*' with a halanee of lls. 
7.0] lakhs in the levcnue account and a total halanee ot Ks 14 07 lakhs inclvuiing 
debt and c!epo.sit heads. Actually the ^eal closed with hal.inccs of Ks 9.37 laklis and 
Kb Lodi lakli.s respectively. The ini|»t{)veraeiit of Its. 1.76 iakha in the levenue 
section was tlie outcome of a .saving of Its 37 lakhs in exponditiiie and a rise of 139 
in levenue under excise stamps and iiiigation. The increase m total balances was 
furthei due to net ciedit of Ks. 9 lakhs received from the Central Ooveiument on 
decentralization of balances, debt and deposit heads. 

Repeal Or Repressive Lvws 

3rd MARCH The Assembly passed to-day Mr. Abduf Rah'ti Bill which inter 
aha lopeals Scftion KM-A, 1. P C., Section 1()S, Or. P. C., the Piess Kmergen-iy 
Powers Act and the Frontiei Ciiraes Regulation and ameud.s t^eclion 111, Cr. P. C, 
excluding political operations fiom its piovi.sion.s. 

Non-Oii icial Bills 

'rhe Fiontier Province Piimaiy Education Bill, 19 58, moved hv Pir Bnkhsh Khun^ 
was ii'fctrcd to a Select Committee ou the motion of tho Education Minister. 

Rai Bahadur Bemchand lihanna, wliile supporting the Bill, uiged extension 
to gills also. The mover icplied that tho conditions in tho Piovince were nc*- iavoui - 
able foi bucdi a step at present. 

The Assembly also passed Abdur Rah Khan Mirhiar a Bill, removing tlio 
nominated (demerit fiom local bodies and making corapuksoiy piuvision for the eltKdioii 
of Chairmen. 


IToitse Searches in Peshawar 

4th. MARCH The adjoin nment motion moved by Mr. Mahomed Auramfzeb Khan 
to-day to di.scuss house seaiches by the police m Pesluw^ar m connectioh with the 
recent murdeis of Siklis, W'as lost by 29 votes to 17. Almost all non-Congross 
Muslims voted for. while tho Hiiidu-Sikh Party voted against tlio motion. 

The mover decdaied that no ono commended wilful mui-ders but unr0a.sonablo 
house seandies of lospectable citizens must equally be condemned. A lengthy debate 
tlien took place, in tlie course of which the suppoiteis of the Government justified 
the seaiches on the ground that the ensuring of peace and the safety of citizens 
should be the object of Government, b'ome Muslim League members alleged that 
the seaiches were duected against their organisation. 

The Piemier, the hon. Dr. Khan Saheb^ opposing tho motion said tho motive 
behind it was uoi only to cuticiso the searches but something else— which altogether 
upset tho Opposition Loader. He declared that Peshawar was terrorised by a lot of 
people and that the Government had made up their mind to rid the city of that 
menace. 
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GenebaIi Discussion; op Budget 

7th. MARCH The Assembly spent tho whole of to-day to a general discussion of 
the budget, Hat Bahadur Ishwardas said that unless something good suddenly turned 
up, tho Frontier Province was heading to insolvency. It was unfortunate that the 
Frontier’s deficit should continue to incroaso. A substantial inoreaso in the subven* 
tion was nccossary if the Central Government wished tho Frontier to progress. 
Otherwise, they should bo prepared for a growing demand for amalgamation with the 
Punjab. Mr. Aurangzeb Khan emphasised that it was tho duty of tho Central 
Government to provide tho Frontier Government with tho whorowithal for their 
existence as they had dotaohod the Frontier for imperialistic purposes. 

Eat Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna congral elated tho Finance Minister on his 
labours in connection with tho hudgtit but it revealed an unhappy stat(3 of affairs. He 
welcomed the Promioi’s bold stand for suppiossmg lawlessness and for the protection 
of minorities. Ptr Baksh Khan tienchantly ciiticised tho budgot and expressed tho 
opinion that tho Mmistui was under somebody’s thumb. 

8th. MARCH : — The Assembly concluded the Budget discussion to-day. Tho 
Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. Bhanjuram Gand/n wound up tho debate and said 
that a Finance Ministoi’s lot was always haid but that of tho Finaneo Minister of a 
Province depending on liopes from the (Tentro for day-to-day administration was harder. 
Keferring to the Bubvuntion, Mr. Gandhi sard that ho would not lest until ho had 
wrested from unwilling hands tho additional Subvention on which tho destiny of the 
Province depended. Alluding to Mr. Mchar Chand Khanna's fear tliat another political 
party to-moirow would inherit insolvent Jinances, Mr. Gandhi assuied him that 
tho Hocialists miglit drivo tlio Congiessraou from office but not the rnactionarios. ITo 
concluded that they were tiiuro not through tho pleasure of His Majesty the King 
but through the pleasure of His Majesty’s poor people. 

Rksolutiov on Federatio.n 

9th. MARCH : — Mr. C. C, Ohnnh moved a resolution to-day against Federation 
soveielv criticising the Fcdoiatiou and chaiactciising tho bloc of tho Piince.s’ nominees 
as tho last ditch of fiocdom. 

Mr. Ahdal Rah Khan moved an amendment recon'monding to tho Government 
to convey to the ilnti.sli Govornmont the dtdimte opinion of tin' people of tlu‘ Provineo 
that tho proposed FoJci atum \\as nnacceptuhlo and that nothing less than a F**dcration 
of a fioo India was necflt'd, eomprising demociatic units and with safeguards for all 
minorities. Ho declared that P.uliaraent’s claim to jiidgo tho measure of each advance 
during the progre.ssive loalisation of solf-goveinment was a soiious cliallenge to 
India’s self-respect. He expiessetl the o(iinion that Foderation should be tioated as 
the Germans treated tho Versailles Treaty by teaiing it to pieces. 

Tho amended resolatma was unanimously carried. 

16th. MARCH Five cut motions to suppleroontaiy di*mands wore either with- 
drawn or rejected to-day. A cut motion moved by Mr. Aurangzrh Khan (Leader of 
the Opposition), censuring tho Government for their failure to maintain tho communal 
ratio in respect of recruitments, evoked a lively debate. 

Tho Hon. Dr. Khan Sahclf, Prime Minister, declared that tlio majority coraraunity 
In the Frontier realised tho importance of winning the confidence of the'minonty and 
ho deprecated attempts to raise such issues on the floor of tho House. Tho hani.sh- 
mont of the idea ot communalism from tho brains of job-hunters was tho crying 
need. The Premier felt sure that if they remained in office for some time, they 
would receive sincere co-operation, even fiora tho Opposition. 

AoUlCULTURlSTB DEBTORS ReLIEF Bii.L 

18th. MARCH Tho Assembly had a full-dress debate to-day on the introduc- 
tion of the Agriculturists Dobtois Relief Bill. Tho Rovoriuo Mimstor, Kazi Ataullah, 

introducing the Bill invited tho attention of the House to tho alarming plight of 
agriculturists, which called for immediate relief. Ile.declaiod that debtors paid annually 
one crore of rupees as interest, which was six times the land revenue. They were 
being exploited by clever money-lenders. It was the Government’s duty to protect 
BUch debtors. He moved for circulation of the Bill for obciting public opinion up till 
October next. The Bill was generally supported in principle by speakers, while 
supporting the motion, Mr. Meherchand Khanna declared that tho malady would not 
end even If all the debts wore wiped out. Mr, C. O. Ohoah, while endorsing the prin- 
ciple of the Bill, called it a makeshift as Id his opinion permanent relief would 
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como only from industrialisation. Ur"iriff tho .irnmodiato passing of the Bill, Mr. 
Aurangzeh Khan objected to the exclusion of persons paying Ks. COO revenue from 
the scope of tho Bill. Mr. lahw irdas, in supporting tho Bill in principle, expressed 
the fear that it might remain a dead letter. Tho debate had not concluded when 
tho Assembly adjourned, 

19lh. MARCH’:— The Assembly passed tho Budget demands to-day. During the 
three days’ discussion not a single cut motion succeeded though 191 such motions on 
33 demands had been tabled. Tho Finance Minister said that tho Government could 
not go as far as they wished but had done their level best. Tho Premier, Dr. Khan 
Sahib, declared that Oovornmont were working for the bettoimont of agriculturists. 

The Minister for Industiios announced tho Government programme regarding tho 
opening of poultry farms and appealed foi co-operation. 

Lanquaqf in tue Leotslatures 

21tt. MARCH Section 85 of tho Government of India Act, compulsorily 
requiringitho conduct of proceedings in the legislatures In tho English language, was 
severely condemned by all sections of tire House to-day. 

Rai Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna moved an araondmont to tbo Frontier 
Assembly Rules so as to enable raombors to speak In any language they clioose. lie 
called this compulsion an outrage on the national birthright and urged (he Govorn- 
mont to move in the mattoi The Education Minister, thoillon. Kasi Ataullah Khan^ 
approciating the mover’s sentiments endorsed each wo”J of his and agiecd that 
it was a hardship to those who did not understand English, lie pioraisird to take 
Immodlate action In tho matter. Tho Speaker declared that the motion could not bo 
passed, being ultra virea under the Govorrimeiit of India Act, though discussion could 
D 0 allowed for Indicating tho opinion of tho House. 

Flea for Liftino Ban on Exiles 

23rd. MARCH The Assembly resumed discussion to-day on Mr A})dul Aziz\a 
resolution recommending' the abolition of enhanced revenue ir\ aieas under well iiriga- 
tion. Tho Hoii. Kaz% Ataullah Khan^ declared that by accefrting the nvjommendation, 
tho Government would lose a revenue of Rs 3 lakhs, wliich tliey could nut ulVoid to 
do. The resolution w'as withdrawn. 

Another resolution recommended to tho Government to reraovo the ban on tho 
entry of Kazl Abdul Wale Khan, Maulana Fazal Kabi and other Fr-ontier exiles. 

Tho Premier, tho hon. Dr. Khan Saheb^ replying, assuied tho House that there 
was no ban by tho Provincial Government against the exiles He piomised to lofer 
the cases of all exiles to the Govcinraent of India for the rumuval of tlio baa. Tho 
resolution was unanimously passed. 

Frontier Arms License.s 

24th MARCH : — Mr. Naarullah Khan' a resolution urging the i eduction of tho 
licence fee for firearms to four annas |)or wcai)oa was unanimous] v iiassed. Tho 
Premier agreeing with tho spirit of tho resolution declared that the Oovornmont 
would grant licences more liberally to enable ovoiy person, except undosirablos, to 
obtain arms freely. 

Agriculturlsth Dertors Relief Bill i^Contu.) 

25th. MARCH The discussion on tho Agriculturists Debtors Relief Bill was 
resumed to-day. Mr. Ajit Singh expressed the opinion tiiat tho Bill under cover 
of giving relief to the tillers of the soil protected landlords Mr. Ahdur Rah Khan 
repudiated the suggestion that Debt Conciliation Boards had failed miserably in tho 
Punjab and expressed tho opinion -that tho Government should issue orders for 
preventing craftv money-lenders from defeating tho objects of the Bill. Tho Hon. 
Kazi Ataullah khan^ summing up, declared tliat the country’s wealth depended 
upon the wealth of the tillers of tho soil and tho industrialisation of the whole 
province was Impossible for any Government nor could the Government provide a 
subsidiary occupation for agricultuilsts. A substantial reduction in revenue, while 
crippling the provincial coffers, would not mend matters. The Government were 
determined to save tho oppressed from the oppressor. No communal conslderatloa 
could deflect them from tho path which they had chalked out. 

Tho motion for circulation was unanimously passed. Tho Speaker then adjourned 
the Assembly sine die. 
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37 Shii Kalika Prasad Sinha 
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Bombay— 4 

1 Shrl Bhniabhai J. Desai 

2 ^hri 8 K. Patil 

3 Shri S. A Brelvi 

4 Bbii M. K. Masani 

Burma — 4 

l»Shri B. K. Dadachanji 

2 Bhri Rameslmath Gowtam 

3 Bhri Boniram Poddar 

4 Bhri Janaidhan Piasad Sliukla 

[Delhi<-4 

1 Bhri 0. Krishnan Nair 

2 Bhrimati Batyawati Dovi 

3 Bhri B. Narsinham 

4 Shri Bahai Singh 

Gujrat — 12 

1 Shri Morarji B. Deasi 

2 Shn Ranaiyalal Nanubhai Dosai 

3 Bhri Chandiilal Manilal Dt‘sai 

4 Bhri Jvotsanaben BiiKIa 

5 Bhri Bbaklilaxmi Desai 

6 Bhri Gopaldas Ambaidas Desai 

7 Bhii Kafyauji Yitlialbliai Mehta 
S Bhri Ishavailal Cliliotubhai 

9 Sliri Laxmidas Mangaldas 
10 Shri fChandubliai Kasanji Desai 
n Sliii Hariprasad Pitambaidas Mehta 
12 Bliii Veniial Ulihaganlal Buch 

Karnatak — 20 

1 Shri K. Cbengaliai Reddy 

2 ” (h R. Deshapando 

3 ” B. R. ITaldipi.ikar 

4 Shii B A Kagatik.n 

5 Bhri N. G. Joshi 

6 Shri B. B ITiKsmatli 

7 Shri K. S Patil 

8 Shri P>. N. Datar 

9 Shii Y. Part hanaray ana 

10 Shii S. S. Sakii 

11 Bhri Kamahuh'vi 

12 Shii C. M. I’oonachya 

13 Bhri K. F. Patil 

14 Shri T M. ITegde Motensui 

15 Shri n. Chandiashekliarayya 
10 Sliri IT. Sritiivas Malliah 

17 Shri T. Tiaia'.^opala Iyengar 

18 Shri V. V. Patil 

19 Sliri Bhojarao Polar 

20 Shri T. Subramauyam 

Kerala — 10 

1 Shri E. M. Sankaran Namboodiripad 

2 Shri P, Krishna Piilai • 

3 Shri II. Manjunath Rao 

4 Muhamad Abdur Pahman 

5 Shri T. J. George 

6 Shri A. V. Kuttimalu Amma 

7 Shri R. liaghava Menon 


8 Bhri 0. K. Oovindaa Nair 

9 Bhri G. Ramac hand ran 
10 Shri K. Raman Mouon 

Mabakotal— 17 

1 Shri Chhedi Lai 

2 D K. Mehta 

3 Ravi Shanker Shukla 

4 D P. Mishra 

5 Goviud Das 

6 Bheo Das Daga 

7 Bhri Makhan Lai Chaturvedi 

8 V. V. Snbhedar 

9 Deep Chand Gothi 

10 Nai Singh Das Agarwal 

11 Kunj Hehaii Lai Agnihotri 

12 Kiianjan Singh 

13 Awadhosh Pratap Singh 

14 Mohan Lai Bakliwal 

15 Waman Bah ram Lakhe 
10 ” Aijuii Singh 

17 Di P G. Sajire 

Maharastra — 1 8 

1 S! n Sliankot Rao Tliakai 

2 „ k li. Deslunukh 

3 „ Slianker Rao Deo 

4 ,1 t’. If Dt'shpande 

Pandliaiinalh Varnaii Ghonekar 
0 P. V. Kaimalkui 

7 Swami Anand 

8 Varnaniao Kulkaini 

9 T Iv Deogmkar 

10 li Giokulbhai Bhatt 

11 . K.i/i Ahdul llarneeJ 

12 li \. S. Pal wauill.m 

13 D'piliaiid N'oia 

I I R.il (!anpa<lli.ir Kliei 

15 It L Kavadi 
1() Ij.ivrnaii'.li.ibtri .loslii 
17 jSliankeisliet Rabaio 
IS N A3 Gadgil 

Nagpur — 4 

1 Di. N:iia\an Pliaskei kharo 

2 Bhn .lamnalal Jiajai 

.3 „ Puonamehand Bambliuiara Rauka 
4 „ CliaLiii bliiij \'ithaldas Jasaui 

N. W. F. Pr.-4 

1 Khan Altdiil (Jliaffar Khan 

2 Aili.il) Abdui ILehiiiau Khan 

3 Hakim Abdiis Sal am 

4 Khan Ah Gul Khan 

Panjab-26 

1 Dr. Satyapal 

2 Shri Raja Ram 

3 „ Duni Chand Arabalvi 

4 Shii Sham Lai 

5 Dr. CJopi Chand Bhaigava 
0 Shii Kudui Nath Sehgul 
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7 Shrl'Nand Lai 

8 ” Runam Ral 

9 *’ Kabul Singh 

10 Mian Tftekhar Uddin 

11 Shrl Nokhi Ram Rharma 

12 ” Shrl Ram Bharma 

13 ” Abdul Ghani 

14 Hakim Ahmed Ilasau 

15 Bhri Mohammad Din 

16 Munshi Ahmad Din 

17 Bhri Mubarak Baghar 

18 Bhri Rohan Singh Josh 

19 Bhagat Singh Bilga 

20 Shri Mota Singh 

21 „ Tara Singh 

22 „ Bhagat Ram Chanana 

23 Rhri Pratab Singh 

24 Shri Toja Singh 

25 Swami Bal Saroop 

26 Shri Bagh Singh 

Sind— 4 

1 Shri Jairaradas Doulatram 

2 Dr. Choi th ram P. Oidwani 

3 Sliri ITaiidas Lalji 

4 Shri Bacbauand Phorumal 

Tamil Nad— 28 

1 Shii C. Rajagopalachari 

2 »Shri S. Ramiinathan 

3 Bhri M. Bhakrliavatsalsm 

4 Shii L. Natosan 

5 Shri A. M. P. Siihiiaroya 
f) Sliri S. Satyamurlhi 

7 Shii K. Karauraj Nadar 

8 Shri N. M. K. Ruhbaraman 

9 Sliri T. S, Avanasilingara 

10 Shri R. V. Swaraiuathuii 

11 Sliii K. V. Veukaliichalu Roddiai 

12 Sliri P. Rarnamuitlii 

13 Shri T. N. Ramohandjan 

14 Slui N. Sabramania Ayvar 

15 Dr. P. SubbazoYan 
10 Dr. T. S S. Kajan 

17 Sbii K. Rantauara 

18 Sliri C. N. Miithuranga 
10 Shri P. Kamaswamy 

20 Shri K. S Mizthiis\vamy 

21 Shri S. O. S. P. Odayappa 

22 Shri A. Vodai’atnarn 1‘illai 

23 Sliii P. S. Kumaraswarai 

24 Shii Rukmini Laksrai Pathi 

25 ” M. A. Eswaran 

26 ” P Joevanandam 

27 ” N. Somasnndaram Ayyar 

28 " Shafoo Mohammad 

United Provinces — 59 

1 Shri’^Bal Krishna Sarraa 

2 ” Ragubar Dayal Misra 

3 Dr. Z. A. Ahmad 

4 Shri Jaganuatli Singh 

5 " Saiju Pra&ad 


6 Shrl Krishna Chandra Pangorla 

7 ” G. B. Pant 

8 ” Naud Kumar Deo 

9 ” Brij Mohan Lai Shastri 

10 ” Jwala Prasad Jigyasu 

11 ” Bishnu Saran Dublish 

12 Rrimati Uma Nehru 

13 Shri Malkhan Singh 

14 ” Chandra Bhan Gupta 

15 ’* Vi jay Pal Singh 

16 Jugal Kishore Dwivedl 

17 ” Raghupati Singh 

18 ” Ganapat Bahai 

19 ” Prakash Chandra Agarwal 

20 ” Ram Gopal Gupta 

21 ” Kodar Nath Bhargava 

22 ” Brahma Datt Shukla 

23 ” Vishwambhar Dayal Tri pathi 

24 ” Sri Krishna Datt Paliwal 

25 Maulvi Idris Khan Lodi 

26 Maulvi Ahdul Latif 

27 Shri M. Ilifzar Rahaman 

28 ” Rail Ahmad Kidwai 

29 ” M. Hussain Ahmad 

30 ” Oanga Sahai Chaubo 

31 Dr. Iv. M Asraf 

32 Dr. Miirari Lai 

33 Bhri Ram Naresh Singh 

34 ’’ M N. Roy 

35 Prof. Shibban Lai Saxeua 

36 Bliri Bind Basini Prasad 

37 Govimi Bahai 

38 ” Go pal Naiain Saksona 

39 '* Boni Krishna 

40 ” Puriishottara Das Tandon 

41 ” Sardar Narmada Piasad Singh 

42 ” Yusuf Imam 

43 Prof. Ram Sarau 

44 Shri Sampurnanand 


15 

If 

Afhal Singh 

46 


K ili Cliaraii Taridou 

47 


Damodar S war up 

48 


Manzar Ali Sokhta 

19 


Kamala IVasad Shukla 

50 


Mohau Lai Bukseua 

51 


Haiihar Natli Shastri 

52 


Narcndra Deo 

53 


Din Dayal Rhastri 

51 


Raghuuath Prasad Rai 

55 


Krishna Shankar Srivastava 

56 


Shii Bimal Prasad Jam 

57 


J. 1> Kripalaiii 

58 


Lai Bahadur Shastii 

59 

11 

Raghukul Tilak 



Utkal— 16 


1 Shri Harekrishna Maliatab 

2 Shrl Bhagirathi Mahapatra 

3 „ Nityanand Kanungo 

4 „ Pranakrushna Padhiary 

5 „ Nand Kishore Das 

6 „ RadhakrisUna Biswasroy 
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15 Shri K. Vlr Raja 

16 ” Malati Ohaudbury 
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7 Shri Lingaraj Misra 

8 ” Godavarish Misra 

9 " Nilkanta Das 

10 ’* Prananath Pattnaik 

11 ” Niranjan Pattnaik 

12 ” Lakshminarayan 

13 ” Biswanath Das 

14 ’* Dibakar Pattnaik 


Vidharva — 4 

1 Shri Brijlal BlyanI 

2 „ K. V. Sahasrabudhe 
B ” M. S. Aney 

4 Dr. Narayan Zuglaji 


Proceedings of the Working Committee 

Bombay — 2nd. January to 4th. January 1938 

A Mee^^ing of the Working^Committee was hold at Bombay on January 2, 3 and 
4, 1938, Shri Jawharlal Nehru presided. 

Tho members ])resont woro Maulana Abul Kalam Azad^ Shris Sarojint Naidu^ 
Vallabhhhai VateU Ilojondra Prasad, Jamnalal Bajaj, Jaxramdas Daulatram, 
Bhulabhat Desat, Narrndra Dev, Shankerrao Deo, Achyut Patwardhan and J. B. 
Kripalam 

Shrt Sarat Chavdra Bose was present by special invitation. 

Tho Prime Ministeis in the Congress provinces woro invited to attend. Shris 
Bajagopalachuri tMadias) and B. O. Kher (Bombay) attended. Tho Promieis of C. P. 
and Onssa had deputed Shri Dwarkaprasad Misra and Nttyannnd Kanoongo to 
lepresent their lospectivo provinces. The committee conferred with all tho four. 

Assam 

A recent decision of tho Working Committee lays down that during n particular 
session no primary members bo enrolled from the date of tho closing of the member- 
ship list to the date of the general elections. Bv this rule during tho cuirent session 
there could he no euiolment of ])rimary members between September 30, 1937 and 
.lanuary IG, 19.18. AVhen the President was in Assam, Congiess woikors there placed 
before him the hardship that this rule would work in tho case of tlieir province 
where tho haivest season is in December and Janiiaiv when alone the Kisans can 
afford to pay tho mombcrsliij) subscrijdion. The Piosidont, subject to tho sanc^^iou 
of the Woiking Committee, allowed tho Assam P. C. C. to continue enrolling primary 
members, subject to this that tho new mombcis enrolled after Sept. 30 1937 should 
be cnteied in a fresh register and they be not mixed up with the members enrolled 
upto September 30, 1937. Tho new members will not be entitled to voto in the 
gencjal election in December 1937 and January 1938. Tliey may, however, vote at 
any byo-eloction which may take place after January IG, 1938 provided they have 
been on the rolls for 3 moutlis previous to such byo-eleetion. 

Iho Working Committee confirmed this action of the President. 

Bengal & Punjab 

Some jirimary membois had been enrolled in Bengal and the Punjab 'before the 
above rule was made by tho Working Committee. Tho President allowed tho mern- 
beis so enrolled in tlie two provinces to continue to be jiiimary mombois for the 
next session subject to tho same conditions as in the case of Assam. 

The action of tho President was also confirmed by the Working Oommitteo. 

Independence Day 

The Independence Pledge drawn up In 1930 described in some detail the moral and 
material harm done to India by British imperialism. It was thought that a recital of 
this was not necessary every year. Tho old pledge was issued on tho eve of tho civil 
disobedience movomout. Portions of it wore therefore not suited to the present 
altered circumstances. The Committee thorofoio decided to issue tho following new 
Pledge for the Independence Day on January 20, 1938. 
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Resolution for Independence Day 

Wo bollovo that it la tho iaalicmablo right of tho ladian pooplo, aa of any other 
pooplo, to have freedom and to enjoy tho fruits of their toil and have tho necessities 
of life, so that they may have full opportunities of growth. We believe also that if 
any government deprives a people of these rights and oppresses them, the people 
liave a further right to alter it or to abolish it. The British Govoinmcnt in India 
has not only deprived tho Indian people of their fioedom but has based itself on 
the exploitation of tho masses, and has ruined India economically, politically, cultur- 
ally and spiritually. We believe therefore that India must sever the Biitish connec- 
tion and attain Puma Bwaraj or complete independonco. 

“Wo recognise that tho most effective way of gaining our freedom is not through 
violence India has gained stiongth and self-reliance and marched a long way to 
Swaraj following peaceful and legitimate methods, and It is by adhering to those 
methods that our country will attain independence. 

“Wo pledge ourselves anew to tho Independonco of India and solemnly resolve 
to carry oa non- violently the struggle for freedom till Puma Swaraj is attained.’' 

Donation for Natural Calamities 

Rhri Uttamchand from Sind olferod to tho Comraittoo three Oovernraont Promissary 
Notes of tlio value of Rs. 3,000 bearing 5 and a half per cent intorost on condition 
that tho Interest bo utilised for tho relief of tho sufferers from natural calamities. 

The Committee accepted with thanks tho donation earmarked for tho purjioso 
indicated by tho donor. 

Implementing of Congress Programme by Congress Ministries 

Mr. MnsanVa motion on this subject had been referred by the last A. I, C. C. at 
Calcutta to the Working Comraittoo. After careful consideration of the motion tho 
Committee passed tho following resolution : 

“Tlie Working Committee liavo considered tho motion relating to tho releaso of 
of political prisoners, tho repeal of repressive laws arid other allied matter, which 
was refer! od to thorn by tho A. I. C. C. at Calcutta. Tho Committee after full and 
careful consideration of the situation In the various provinces and difficulties inherent 
in the nreseut position, record their approval of tho work done so far by tho Congress 
Ministries, and ai)prociato that further efforts are being made to enlarge the bounds of 
civil liberty and implement the Congress piogramrao. Tho Committeo are confident 
that such efforts will be continued by the Ministries and will havo the full co-opera- 
tion of all Congressmen. 

Tho Committee are of opinion that in order to faeilltato and expedite progress In 
this direction, as well as to strengthen tho Congress organisation iu tho struggle for 
Swaraj, it is necessary to adhere to tho Congress j)olicy of non-violence and to 
discourage all Incitements to violence. The Committee appeal to Congress Committeo 
and Individual Congressmen to help to create an atmosphere of peaceful disciplined 
action in tho country and to warn any erring Congressmen against any tendency 
which militates against our policy of non-violence. Where necessary, Congress 
Committoos should take disciplinary actions against Congress men who oilend against 
tho Congress policy. 

Congress Ministries must guide themselves by tho principle of civil liberty and 
tho democratic approach by means of persuasion rather than by coercive action but 
insnite of every desire to avoid it, coercive action may become necessary, and in 
suen cases Ministries will inevitably havo to undertake it. Such coercive action should 
only be untertaken where there has been violence or Incitement to violence or 
communal strife.” 


Kifan Sabha Workers Bihar 

“The Committee considered the resolution of the Executive of the Bihar P. C: C. 
regarding the activities of some workers of the Kisan Sabha who were also members 
of the Congress. A memorandum on behalf of the Kisan Babha In this connection 
was also considorod. The following resolution was passed 

‘The Working Committee considered the resolution of the Executive of tho Behar 
P. G. G. regarding tho activities of some members of tho Kisan Sabha in that province 
and also considered representations In connection therewith. The Committee desire 
to make it clear that while tho Congress fully recognises the rights of Kisaas to 
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organise themselves in Kisan Sabhas, It cannot associate itself with any activities 
which run counter to the basic principles of the Congress. The Working Committee are 
in agreement with the executive of the Behar P. C. 0. in disapproving of the activi- 
ties of those Congressmen who as members of the Kisan Babha held in creating an 
atmosphere of violence. Such conduct renders them liable to disciplinary action and 
tho Behar P. 0. C. should take such action wherever necessary after due notice to 
the parties concornod.” 

Congretf Elections in Bibar 

Eoport had appeared in tho press and complaints had boon recolvod by iho Work- 
ing Committee about unconstitutional methods and violence used in tlio oloction of 
delegates in some places in Bihar. Tho Committee passed tho following resolution 
in the connection : — 

“The Working Committee has learnt with strong disapproval that in tho course of 
recent Congress delogato oloctioiis In some provinces, violence and other objectionable 
behaviour was resorted to by snrao candidates or their supporters Such behaviour on 
tho part of Congicssmen cannot bo tolerated and tho provincial Congress Committees 
concerned should Institute immediate enquiries and take stiongest action wlienevor 
called for." 

Cotton Committee Report 

Tho Cotton Committee Eoport was placed before the Committee. The Committee 
adopted tho report and passed tho following resolution 

“The Report of tho Cotton Comraittoo appointed hy the All India Congress Com- 
mittee was placed Icfoic the Woikirig Committee. The "WoiKing Committee are of 
opinion that the situation created by tho world slump in cotton pi ices is one of 
extreme gravity and fiaught with disastrous consequences for tho cotton cultivators 
all over the country and piompt and etiective measures are necessarv to save tho 
cultivators from the misery that faces them. Tho Committee geuen*lly accept tho 
recommendations mado in the Report and direct that tho Eepoit be fonv aided to tho 
Congress Party in tho Central Legislature and tho Provincial Governments wheio 
Congress ministries are functioning. Further that tho Report be issued to tho press. 

Cotton Committee Recommendations 

Indian cotton has experienced a heavy decline in prices. Tho mesent pi loo of 
cotton Is legarded as quite unromuneiative for cultivator. It is appicheiidcd that iho 
price of cotton would go down fuithor. Prompt and (drective nicTisures foi the 
protection of the cultivator aro therefore urgently needed. A summary of our 
recommendations is given below : — 

1. Curtailmern of area :~Past experience shows that tho farmer is birnsolf in- 
capable of quickly readjusting the area under different crops In accoi dance with tlie 
fluctuations in economic return. 

(i) Active projiaganda by Government and other agencies to bring home to tho 
cnltivator tho need of curtailment. 

(tt) Assistance by Oovernmorit needed In changing over to other crops. 

(a) Advance or exchange of seeds. 

(ft) Practical guidance regarding alternative crops. 

2. Loans against Cotton To strengthen tho holding capacity of iho cotton culti- 
vators and dealers with a view to prevent excessive seasonal decline in pi ices, loans 
at 2 per cent should be provided through the agency of tho Imperial Bank of India, 
against a deposit of cotton. 

3. Facility regarding rent or revenue :-“To prevent distress or forced sales of 
cotton for payment of rent or revenue, those demands should bo stayed and payment 
postponed till tho holder of cotton seeking such relief is in a position to market tho 
Cl op at a suitable time of tho year. 

4 Export subsidy. Difficulty of exporting cotton due to Its being above parity 
in relation to the prices of foreign cotton. 

(i) Subsidy needed to facilitate export of cotton to foreign oustomors and to 
stabilize inland prices. 

(tt) Consumer of cotton in country to pay a small tax to roooup the expenditure 
on the subsidy. 

(ttt) The textile industry— both hand and and machine— to be assured adequate 
protection against cheap foreign cotton goods, if necessary. 
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5. Freight Reduction. Oovernment of India should devise a scheme for reduotion 
of freight on consignments which aro intended for export and which in fact get 
exported. 

6. Threatened import of Foreign cotton. Taking advantage of the relative cheap- 
ness of foreign cotton— Indian cotton being above parity— merchants and millownera 
are attempting to impoit foreign cotton whose staple is comparable with several 
varieties of Indian cotton. It is necessary to ask for prohibition of cotton of 1 inch 
staple and less. All Provincial Oovornraents should urge the necessity of such a 
measure o»’ the Government of India. Elected members of the Indian Legislative 
Assembly to do likewise Additional import duty would not suffice. 

7. To facilitate, by Oovernment help, change over to superior varieties of cotton to 
replace the present impoits of higher staple cotton. 

8. Forward sales. There is a volume of opinion that the existing practices re- 
garding forward sales and Tcji Mandi transactions have had the tendency to unduly 
depioss the ootton maiket. The situation therefore calls for an inquiry by the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay. 

9. 0 inning and Pressing charges. There is evidence that owners of gins and 
presses combine for exploiting the distress of the farmer by forcing him to pay ex- 
coRsivo charges. GoVHwimont rognlation is needei to hiing down the charges to a 
competitive level. 

President's Statement 

The following statement was issued by the President on the 1st. January 1938 : — 

From press repoits it appeals that Mi M A Jtnnah has Issue! some kind of 
a thallonge to rno, (hough I have not been able to mtkd out what this is about and 
wliy he should think it necessary to issue chalionges. Nor have I any recollection 
of any previous ^challenge’ to which he r^*feis. Mr. Jtnnah is further reported 
to have sail' that ho i-^ hghd i r th> Coignns lotlership which is misleading the 

Hindus Vt tii'3 suu' iri'cniigAI Fiilul flii'i has cillei up^u Muslims to prepare 

for direct action against fliriiiu an i has thioitone 1 to use a big rod against tliose ha 
disapproves of. IL* looks foivvaid to communaboonfl’cLs and prophesies dire happenings 
Hi which he will play a pronimtMit lole \ll this fiant moitemeut to coramunalism and 

hatiod and contlict is strange luigiiago which one has not associated so far 

with political leaders and thosi in positions of responsibility. I have no taste or 
aptitude for controveisy of this kind and I can only i egret that matters which 
snould be discussed dispassionately and with the ordinary courtesies of publio life 
should bo dealt with in siudi a manner. M'lioever wishes to fight the Congress on 
communal issue will have to fight in the an f »r the Congress will have nothing to 
do with such internecine contbets. We have fought, not without success, the mighty 
power of British Impeualism ani that fight we shall continue till impentdism 
flouri.shes no more in India. In that fight wo shall cladly co-operate with ovary 
indiviilual and group in luiia, whatever our minor differences might be. Wa think 
in terms of no other fight and we shall strain every nerve and do our utmost to cam 
tho confidence and goodwill of all our countrymen. Mr. Fazlul Huq’s approach is 
one of threats and angry defiance, Mr. Jiniiah’s approach is anything but friendly. 
But I should like to a.ssuro Mr Jinnah, on behalf* of ray colleagues and myself, that 
even without tho issue of challeng-'s,- any statement or proposal by Mr. Jinnah will 
always have the most careful consideration, We are always prepare! to sit down 
and consider any of the problems which afflict India. So for as the minorities 
question is concerned, it is tho declared and well established policy of the Congress 
not only to do full justice to them, but to go even beyond that in order to inspire 
confidence and good-will in them. The Congiess can conceive of no freedom for 
India which is not an equal freedom for all the various religious communities which 
inhabit India and in which all do not shaie equally and have full opportunities of 
growth and development. So for as religious aud cultural matters aie concerned it 
has given the fullest possible assurances and dociarod that these should be incorpora- 
ted iu our fundamental rights in tho constitution. A further assurauce has been 
giveu iu regard to personal law. In regard to certain political rights, the Communal 
Award stands for the present and we have stated repeatedly that we seek no change 
except with the concurrence of those concerned. We have further declared that 
we shall stand by the provisional agreement which was arrived at between Babu 
Rajendra Prasad acting as Congress President and Mr. Jinnah. What remains ? If 

P7 
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there is anything of importance left over, let us have it out by all moans and consi- 
der it. My" difficulty is that T do not know what the argument is about. 

Essentially the (Congress is a political body acting on the national and political 
plane, and inevitably dealing with economic questions. All these overlan communal 
and religious boundaries. Because of the sticiigth that has come to tlio Congiess 
from the oiganizad misses of this country, and because of the growing irapoitanoe 
of India, the Congress functions also to some extent on the international plane. 
This is bound to giow. This also has nothing to do with religious or communal 
questions. 

I welcome the recent re-oriontation of the Muslim League and some of its resolu- 
tions, which have brought it much nearer, in theory at least, to tho Congress. I 
welcome its new objective of independence. I hope "this theoiy will be tianslated 
into practice and strengthen the anti-iraperialist struggle. 

I would beg Mr. Jinnah to remember what the Congress is today. It is very 
different from what it was in tho days when ho was associated with it. During 
this period it has grown remaikubly and is to-day an oi gaiiisation with lliirtYono 
lakhs of members actuallv on its rolls, of w'hom about a hundred thousand are 
Muslims. It intlueuoes scoies of millions of otheis But apait liom the vast 
numbers it influences, it has sncceedtsl by its eontiniioiis work in the masst's and its 
compaigns of direct action, in developing political consciousness among ilie people 
and in creating strength and sclf-i chance in them. Ilioso mi'lions, though more 
disciplined than ever befoic and capable of united action, aic not dumb sbccf) who 
can be driven at the will of a few Jeadeis, howsoever honouied and lespcctci the 
latter might be. Even our village committees ate vital holies having a will of their 
own and striving to express it. The (’’oi'gicss is thu'^ a VhS^ demoeiatic oiganisation 
infliienci'd greatly by its leadeiship no doubt, Imt essentially reacting to the pressure 
and urges coming up fiorn its tens of thousands of local committees. 

What are our major problems to-day V Politically tho fight against the [iroposed 
Federation and for independence. Socially and m the splioie of economics, the fight 
against poveity an<l unemployment and the necessity to lighten the bin dens of our 
masses and raise their standards to human lovely. There aie ever so inanv other 
matters of importance and demanding attention — education, medical relief and sani- 
tation, the development of planned industry— but befoio wo can giapple \Mth thi'm 
the basic problems mast bo solved. In facing these basic pioblerns of Federation 
and Independence and poverty and unemployment wo come ii]) aga nst gie.it vested 
Interests, imperialistic and semi- feudal The recent decisions of the Muslim Loaguo 
led mo to hope that tho organisation is beginning to think of tliese firoblems in the 
same light as we have done for so ma .y Nears If so, let us co-opoiate by all means 
with each other and with all other anti-irapenalist elements in tho coimtiy in this 
fight for freedom, whether tho method <*f fighting is by direct ai tiou oi otherwise. ^ 

May I express the hone that any further approach to tho communal oi minorities 
question will bo a dispassionate one, and will not s -ek to rouse bitterness an 1 hatred 
which can never help in the cons’doration of any proldem. In this dynamic 
and I evolutionary age, pregnant with big jiossibility. those of us wlio have a measuro 
of influence with our countrymen, dare not lose sight of the big things or encourage 
passions which weaken us and lower ns in the world’s esteem. 

OBITUARY — Srimafci Swaruprani Nehru 

Mrs. Moti Lai Nehru passed awav at 5 p. m on Mondiy .1 inuary 10, 19^8. Though 
old (09) and greatly enfeebled by her previous prolonged ilTu'-iS lior death was sudden 
and unexpected. She was chatting with her chiMien till fairly late in the night when 
an attack of paralysis laid her prostrate and brought her cud. It was the peaceful 
end of a noble life. On hearing the news the city observed a complete and spontane- 
ous hartal. People of all communities joined the funeral pioce.sHion in their thousands 
testifying to the universal love and respect she commanded. Messages of condolence 
and sympathy from near and far have been pouring in on .Tawharlalji in his sad 
bereavement. Gandhiji sent the most significant message which beautifully sums up 
the devoted life of service of the departed soul. “Died nobly ; and a model mother, 
wife and widow ”. 

Exactly to the minute twenty-four hours after, passed away her older sister Shri- 
mati Kajpati Haul who had been her companion for many years. As if her work 
done, she could live no more. 

There is universal sympathy and business has been suspended and meetings held 
throughout India and Burma. 
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NOTES 


rresidinVs Assam Tour 

The long delayed Assam toar of the President came off in the first week of 
December, He gave eight days to it. As usual he had the warmest welcome from 
all sections of the population. The semi-starved peasants Hindus and Muslims and 
the iLbourers in the tea plantation flocked m their thousands to hear the Congress 
message of hoj )0 winch he was the bearer. The President returned from Assam 
carrying with himself happy memories of the province and the warm welcome ac- 
corded to him. He contiibutoJ two long articles in his characteristic style about the 
economic and social condition of the province. He marked tho ])Overty that was 
terribly in evidence and drew the attention of tho Assamese native born and domi- 
ciled to the vast rainoral and foiest resources of their province which wero waiting 
there to be exjiloited by their labour. He thought the Congress was a vital living 
force in tho juovince, only its organisational side needed improvement. His visit 
created a fresh life in the province. 


Bye-Election 

The Congress contested bye-elections for tho three Muslim scats of tho U. P. 
Legislative Assembly, Saharanpur, Moradabad and Bulandshahr and lost to the Muslim 
League by margins ranging from 10 to 20 per cent. 

China Day 

The President received an appeal for help from General Chu Toh of China in 
which the latter described tho spiiited resistance which the Chinese were offering 
to Japan’s Tmponalistio aggiession and expressed ap])reciation of India’s sympathy 
with them in theur liour of trial. The president on receipt of this letter issued an 
appeal to the Country to observe th<' China Dav for tho Second time and fixed 
January Oih for it. Mootings wore held on that dav throughout India and collection 
made to help the Cliineso with medical supplies At all meetings resoUitio.us were 
passed conve>ing gieotiugs to tho Chinese p'^ople in their heroic struggle and ex- 
pressing condemnation of the biutalitv of .lapanoso aggression. “To help China at 
this hour of tiial’, declaied Jawaliarlalji at the public meeting, ‘was the duty of all 
nations who wish to espouse tho right cause’. 

Arrests and Convictions etc. 

The following are some of tho cases of arrests, convictions, internments, exterii- 
ments, seaichcs, gagging orders and the like compiled from the daily Press and the 
bulletins of the Civil Liberties Union. 

In the Punjab 

(1) Pandit Prakash Nath Towary, General vSocretary, District Congress Committee 
was arn'stod by the police on a watrant issued by " ihe District Magistrate under 
Section 108 Cr. P. C. for disseminating alleged seditious matter. 

(2) The Puniah Police ariosted Chaudhari P>ihan, a Congress worker of Delhi, at 
Nan village for making an alleged seditious speech there. 

(3) (luiubiix Singh who lectmtly returned from Aigentino has been arrested from 
Dusao]! Kalau (Jullmidur Distiict) under the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

(4) Sahibzada Fuiziil Tlassan, tho Alirar Loader was arrested in connection with 
an alleged seditious speech delivered by him in Lahore. 

(5) Bardar Balwant Singh Dukhia, Chairman Reception Committee, Punjab Pro- 
vincial Political Conference, Garhdiwala has been sentenced to three years’ rigorous 
Impiisonment for an alleged seditious speech. 

(6) Jathedar Achhar Singh of Lalioie 1ms boon sentenced to six months’ rigorous 
imprisonment for a speech made by him at Jaudiala Bhorkhan in August last. 

(7) Under order of tlie Chief Secretary, Punjab lui order was served on Sardar 
Isbar Singh Majhail, General Secrotaiy, Sharomaui Akali Dal under Section 3 of the 
Punjab Ciiminal Law Amendment Act. 

(8) Julluudur Police mule a lathi charge on a crowd of peasants with black flags 
who had gathered at NalloJar to shout at the Minister of Development, Punjab, to 
go back, rolioe subseijuently arrested eight Congress workers on a charge of rioting. 
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(9) Master Mota Sing, a socialist leader of Jullundur, Punjab, was arrested under 
124a, I. P. O. (Sedition) on November 13, for a speech delivered by him at Qardhi- 
wala Conference. 

(10) Bibi Ghulam Fatima, a Congress Muslim worker of Lahore, was sentenced 
to six months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 100 under Section 124 A and 
153A, for reciting an alleged seditious poem at a public meeting held at Batala. 

(11) Pritam Singh of Kasol, who recently returned after a prolonged stay in the 
United States of America, (has been arrested and taken to Lahore Fort where he is 
at present confined. 

(IJ) The Punjab Government, it is reported, have banned the entry into province 
of “Kirti,” an organ of the Punjab Socialist Party. 

(13) Lahore Police raided the Congress Socialist party oflTioe at Bradlaugh Hall on 
November 18 in search of Revolutionary Liteiatuie. The police also seaiohed the 
room of Shri Mohan Lai, ex-editor of Knti. 

(14) For failure to deposit security of Rs. 500 demanded by the Government the 
Mercantile Electric Press of Rawalpindi has boon confiscated by the Punjab 
Government. 

(15) Swami Sarupanand, member of the Delhi riovinuial Congioss Committee, 

has been served with a notice under Section 3 of the Punjab Ciiminal Law Amend- 
ment Act asking him not to take any pait in political or processions. 

(16) Sujjan Sinha, Seuretaiy Meja Congress Committee, Ij.ihore, Harnam Das, 
Thakur Sinha and Nathan Siuha, (’ongtess woik*‘is wt*ie placed under police suiveil- 
lanoe by the Punjeb Government duiing thi' Viceiegal visit to the province. 

(17) Sansara Singh, a socialist of Pasrampur, who was piosecuted for publishing 
a poster alleged to contain objectionable matter has been aontoaced by the District 
Magistrate, Jullundur, to three months’ rigorous impiisonmont under Section 18 of 
the Indian Press Emergency Powers Act. 

(18) Amarchand a Congress worker of Ludhiana has been ordeied to execute a 
bond of Rs. 1,000 with one surety to bo of good behaviour for one year or in default 
simple imprisonment for one year for an allegotl ohjeotionahle speech 

(19) Two Congress workers of Lyallpur, Chintarara Thappo'* and Ram Rakhamel 
have been sentenced to six months' imprisonment and a fine of Ks 2(X) eaidi foi de- 
livering alleged object ionablo speeches. 

(20) First class Magistrate, Jullundoi, has sonteneel seven Congressmen of Nako- 
dar on a charge of noting and foiming unlawful asboml>Iy to 18 months’ rigoious 
imprisonment and anothei to 6 months. 

(31) District Magistrate, Lahore, has doman-lod .an advance s'cunty Ljf Rb. 300 
from S. P. Varmani who had filed a declaration for daily paper, ‘ICamari Bhikayat.’ 

In the United Provinces 

(1) A warrant under Section 124A was seived on Pandit Param.anand of Thansi 
for delivering a speech alleged to be seditious at Doliiadun. (He has since been lo- 
leased with a warning). 

(2) Gujpat Bai Saksena, News-editor, Pra^ap, was ariested on Doc. 6 for address- 
ing a meeting of the workers at Cawnpore in allegeri contravention of the older under 
Section 144 Cr. P. C. 

(3) The District Magistrate, (Cawnpore served an oidor under Section 144 Cr P. C. 
on 14 persons mostly labour leaders diiectmg (hem to refrain fiom making speeches 
at public gatherings or publishing leaflets for a period of two months. 

(4) Santosh C. Kapoor, Joint Secretary, Maz loot Sablia, Cawnpore was ariested 
for alleged breach of Section 144 on Dec. 7 and has been sentenced to 6 months’ 
imprisonment. 

(5) R. C. Binha and J. Bliattacharjoo, two stuilonts of the Allahabad and Benares 
Universities respectively who were being prosecuted under Bection 7 (i) aud^ (»») of 
the Indian Criminal LaV Amendment Act, have been sontencod to two years’ rigorous 
imprisoumeut. 


In Delhi 

(1) Five ex-Kakori prisoners, Manmatti Nath Gupta, Indra Nath Bakshi, Ram 
Krishna Khatri, Ram Dnlarai Trivcdi and 1. G. Chattorjee were served with notices by 
the Commissioner, Delhi, asking them not to participate in public meeting or 
processions. 

(9) The New Delhi police made a lathi charge on a jieaceful procession ia con- 
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neotion with the conference for the release of political prisoners, which resulted in 
injuries to a few people. 

(3) Five Delhi Congress Socialist workers Brij Kishen Chandiwala, Shrimati 
Ratyavati, Krishna Iyer and two others were served- with notices by the Chief Com- 
missioner on November 19 asking them not to participate in any' political activity, 
meeting or procession for a period of 3 months. These workers were touring the 
countryside. 


In Bengal 

(1) Ananth Kant Bose, Secretary, Kishan Ganj Congress Committee was served 
with a notice under Rection 144 Cr. P. C. on 15th Oct. night lestraining him from 
attending the Kisan Sabha meetings on 17th Nov at Shibganj. 

(2) Pandit Ram Chandra Bharma and six others were served with notices under 
Section 144 Cr. P. O. restraining them from going to Kalighat and making speeches. 

(3) In a statement issued by the Bengal Civil Libeities Union a serious case of 
Police molestation is reported. Basant Joshi arrested lu connection with the police 
conspiracy case and now on trial reports of close police watch and indecent inter- 
ference in private life The management of Janmat^ a weekly paper, was compelled, 
it is alleged, by the Police on threat of demanding securities to get nd of the service 
of Joshi who was then on tlie editorial staff. Joshi also complains of an unprovoked 
assault on public road by those who were deputed to watch him. 

(4) S P. Bannerjee of Shakta whoso movements were restricted by orders of the 
government was sentenced to six weeks’ rigorous imprisonment by the Deputy Magis- 
tiate Dacca on a charge of failing to attend the police station on the prescribed date 
His dofonce was that he did it because no maintenance allowance was gi anted to him 
despite his repeated prayers. 

(5) A fresh order under Bection 18 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Out- 
rages Act was served on B. Das Gupta, |Prosident, Kalical Party, Bengal not to leave 
(valoutta Mun oipal area without written neimission, not to associate with any person 
whose metho Is included the use of violence or terrorism of any kind, not to en- 
roiiiage any form of toirorism and report himself twice a week at the police station. 
Ho has been under similar orders for the hi.st thiee yoais. 

(6) Mrs. Indumati Binha whoso sentence under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act was i educed ou appeal to the poiiod alieady undergone has again 
been horae-intemed. 

(7) The District Military Intelligence office accompanied by a Bub-Ins)>ector raid- 
ed the house of Barat Chandra Bhoopi and Abhay C)liarau Rhoopi of Kiiilpara in 
quest of arms and objectionable Iitoratuio Nothing incriminating has been found. 

(8) Calcutta Police seaiched the office of the Desh Darpan, the only Punjabi 
Daily in Calcutta and 'Kavi Pi ess’ where the .said newspaper is printed. It is re- 
ported all copies of the paper dated June 29, 1937, alleged to contain seditious 
material, were seized. 

(9) Chatar Singh, printer and publisher of ‘Dosh Daman’ has been arrested in 
connoction with an article -appoaring in its issue of Juno 20, 1937. 

(10) It is reported that Snraati Tarulara Maridal, Secretary of the Bashirbat 
Peasant Bamity and Hast, am AIi Mistry have been arrested in connection with agrarian 
trouble in the said subdivision. 

(11) Ilemendranath Chakravarty of Daulatpiir, Pabna, has been leai rested at the 
Jail gate on Dec 21 on the expiiy of the full teim of conviction (7 years). Ho served 
his conviction mostly m the Andamans and was brought back to be itdeased..' 

In Bombay 

(1) The Bombay Government issued a notification under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act declaring the offjnee of Criminal intimidation committed within Municipal 
limits of Ahmedahad City to be cognisable and non-bailable. 

(2) The District Magistrate of Sholapur issued fresh order under Sec. Cr. P, C. 
prohibiting meetings and processions in Sholapur m connection with the agitation by 
the Red flag Union of Sholapur. 


InfMadras 

(1) Chief Presidency Magistrate, Madras, demanded an advance security deposit of 
Rs. 1,0(X) from B. Siinivas Rao, Madras Congress Socialist party when he filed a de- 
claration as publisher of a Tamil Weekly entitled the ^Socialist’. 
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In Sindh 

Government of Sindh have demanded advance security of Rs. 500 from the printer 
and publisher of Nav-Bharat, Karachi \vhen he filed the declaration. 

In the Indian States 

Mysore : 

(1) The Amildar Maffistrate of Molkalumeru has prohibited the conducting of 
processions, holding of meetings, delivering or reading of speeches in or near any 
public place in Molkalumeru Town and within the radius of five miles thereof with 
effect from the 6th instant. Copies of the orders were served on a number of leaders. 
(%) Under order of the Amildar Magistrate all political meetings and ])rocessions have 
been prohibited in Chitaldrug town for a period of two months. (3) T. Subramanyam, 
Vice-President, Karnatak Provincial Congress Committee, 8. Rangiamiah, President 
Mysore Distiict Congiess Committee, M. M Jois and Manjappa Kotre, Secretary, 
Molalkere Town Congress Commitloe were arested on Decembei 3 under Reetion 134A 
(sedition) for alleged seditious speeches on ‘Patiiots Day’ November 14. (4) Bangalore 
District Magistrate has sentenced Jdoskote Mahadeva Rastii aged 00 to four months’ 
simple imprisonment under Section 124A (sedition). (5) Bail has been refused to M. 
Lakshminaiayana Rao who stands charged under Section 124 A (sedition) (6) An 
order under Section 144 Cr. P. C. has been served on the Secretary of the Congress 
Committee and four othois by the Special First Class Magistrate of Chickbalpur pro- 
hibiting thorn from addressing meetings and participating in processions for ono 
month (7) Shri Chandur. Secretary of the Bangalore CJongiess Committee, has been 
ordered to bo hound over bv the City Magistrate in a Bond of Ks 5(X) with sureties 
for a like amount to keep the peace for a period of three months or in default to 
undergo three montlis’ simple imprisonment. He preferred imprisonment. (8) Abdul 
Khaliq, Secretary, Campbelpiir Congiess Committee, has been sentenced by the District 
Magistrate to pay a fine of Rs. 20 or in default to undoigo a foitnight’ simple im- 
prisonment for advising the villagers in Talagang Tahsil to organise gaud join the 
Congress. (9) Superintendent, Government Gaidens, has put up a notice saying that 
no public meetings will^ bo allowed in Gandhi Sagar, Bangalore, the usual open place 
for holding public meetings. (10) Restraint orders woreseivod on a number of persons 
including H. 0. Dasappa, T. Mariyappa, T. S. Rajagopala Iyengar, K. Resbadri, 8. 
Rangaramiah and M N. Jois by the District Magistrate, Mysore (11) M. N. Cliaudhri, 
Publicity Officer, Mysore Congress Board, was arrested’ on Novemoer 13th. (12) 
Proceedings under the security Sections 108, 112 and 117 (3) Cr. P. C. have been 
launched against five Congress workois in Dodh allpur town namely, (’’honnabassappa, 
M Yoorabhadiiah, Pundalika and V. Aiyar, a student, for alleged seditious S|)eeches. 
(13) Restraint order for two months under Section 144 Cr. P. C was served on Nov. 
14th on T. S. R Tyenger, Advocate of Mysoio and A N. 8. Rao, a Congress worker 
who accompained hi.n to Holo Narsipur. (14) Bangalore police searclicd on l^jvember 
16 the Indian Press for alleged objectionable hand-bills of a wairant issued by the 
City Magistrate under Section 94 Ci. P. C. (15) “Projamatha” a very popular weekly 
whoso Plditor was extorned on 24 hours notice, has been disallowed publication in 
the State under the drastic Section 3 of the Mysore Newspaper Regulation 
ni of 1907 (16) The order under Section 144 Cr. P. C piohibiting meetings and 
processions in Bangalore City which oxpiied on November 17th has been piomulgated 
prohibiting meetings foi a )toiiod of two montlis m Bangaloie Park (17) K. T 
Bhasyam and N. C. Thimma Reddi, Congress leadeis, weio convicted on November' 
8th by the City Magistrate, Bangalore, for seilitiou aud sentenced to undergo rigoioiis 
imprisonment for 18 months each and to pay fine of Rs. IfiOO or in default a further 
term of three months. 

Cochin : 

P. S. Nambudiri, labour leader, has filed a case against the Cochin Barbour ser- 
geant for assault. The Sergeant taking permission from the State filed a counter- case 
for illegal propaganda, against Nambuain. The District Magistrate has convicted 
Nambudiri and sentenced him to 6 months’ imprisonment. 

Travancore : 

The District Magistrate, Quilon, issued orders on November 28 prohibiting the 
holding of public meetings aud other demonstrations for a period of twenty -five days 
in the Taluk to congratulate C. Keshavan, a political prisoner, recently released. 
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Hyderabad : 

Sir Akbar Hydari, President, Hyderabad State Ejcecntive Committee, seems to have 
refused permission to allow a procession to be taken out in connection with the death 
anniversary of the late Vaman Naik, President of tho local Congress Committee. Sir 
Hydari is reported to have told the deputation that it is not “the policy of the Nizam’s 
Government to accord permission to processions.” 

Patiala : 

Twenty members of the Patiala State Praja Mandal have been arrested on a*chaige 
of becoming members of the Congress. 


Resolutions of the Indian National Congress 

Slat Session— Haripura—19lh. to 21st. February 1938 

The following are tho texts of the lesolutions passed by tho Indian National 
Congress at Vithalnagir, nanpiiia, Gujiat at its lifty-fir’>t session h''Id on the 19lh. 
20th, & 2 lit. February 1938 : 


1 Condolence 

The Congress expioss'-'s i>s sense of sor'ow and loss at the deatlis of Shnmati 
Hwarupranx Nehru, Sir Jufjddtah Chandra Bosp,, Shri Sarat Chandra Chatterjx^ 
Shrt Mantlai Kothari and Shriinati Parvatx Devx^ Shri Joyendra Nath Barua,, 
•Shti jFJarendranath M unship Shrt Buchi Sunder Rao, Shrt Arya Duft Jogdan^ 
Sart Ailt Navityan (Jhetttar, Snrt Jatshankar Prasad^ Shn Ram Das Gaur,, Shrt 
Kshtro'ie Chandra Deb^ Shrt Qulzar Stnyh, Pt Narayan Rao Khare, Shrt Himatf 
shu Bosej Smt, Sarrnada Tyagi and Shrt Beramha Chandra AJattra, 

2. Guidallo of Aiiam 

This Congress demands tho immediate release of Guidallo, tho heroic Naga woman, 
who raised tlio banner of fieedom lu the di.^tant foiosts of Assam in 19132 and who 
has now been suffenug imprisonment for more than six years. 

3. BritUh Guiana 

This Congress sends its greetings to tho Indians of British Guiana on tho occasiou 
of the celebration of the centenary of tho arrival ot tlio fust Indian settlers in this 
South American colony and sends them its good wishes for thoir advancement and 
progress. 


4. Indians Overteat 

This Congress views with alarm the rapidly growing deterioration in the status, 
position and rights enjoyed by tho Indians in South and East Africa including Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, and also in the islands of Mauritius and Fiji. 

This Congress condemns tho now economic policy now being pursued by British 
Imperialism for intensifying its exploitation of tho Coloriios and D-'pcudencies which 
is exemplified in tho formation of tho monopolist Clove-Growers’ Association in 
Zanzibar and in such measure as tho Tangauyika Native Produce Bill, East Africa 
Transport Projects, tho reservations of the highlands in Kenva for the white popula- 
tion and the degrading treatment of Indians in Mauritius and Fiji. 

This Congress wholo-heartedly associates itself with the struggles of overseas 
Indians to maintain even thoir present position and status in the terntorios in which 
they have settled. 

The Congress assures its fellow-countrymen overseas of its full sympathy and help 
and expresses its readiness to take all actions withinj its powers to ameliorate their 
condition. 

This Congress further wishes to assure tho original inhabitants of South and East 
Africa that the demand of the Indian settlers is not conceived in any spirit of hosti- 
lity towards them but is put forward to prevent the common exploitation of both 
the Africans and the Indian settlers by British Imperialism. 
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Indians in Zanzibar 

The Congress expresses its appreciation of the response of the Indian people to 
the appeal made on behalf of the Congress to refiain from the use of cloves, and 
that the boycott of trade in cloves in Zanzibar by the Indian merchants has been 
complete arid satisfactory. The Congress congratulates the Indians in Zanzibar and 
the cloye-morchants in India on the manner in which they maintained this boycott. 

The Congress however regrets that the question of the rights of Indiana of Zanei- 
bar for internal and export trade has not yet been satisfactorily solved. The 
Congress repeats its request to the Indian people to continue the disuse of cloves 
and presses upon the attention of the merchants the desirability of continuing the 
boycott of trade in cloves and trusts that by these measures the Zanzibar Government 
would be compelled in the near future to do justice to the Indian traders in Zanzibar 
by rescinding the objectionable decrees. 

6. Indians in Ceylon 

The Congress is deeplv concerned over tho threatened estrangement of feelings 
between the people of Ceylon and tho Indian population in the Island conseoueiit on 
certain legislation in regard to loeal adrainisfiation, and appr»‘hpnsioiis as to discrimi- 
natory measures that may bo fuither undei taken Tho Congiess urgt»s on tho Gov- 
ernment of Ceylon and her public men not to adopt any policy diiectly or indirectly 
aimed at discrimination as against the Indians living and carrying on their avocations 
in Ceylon. In particular, the (’ongiess notes with regiot that laws have been recent- 
ly framed so as to deny the Indian lahoiirois, wdio helpeil and aio helping in the 
development of tho resources of the Island, tho franchise in the local administration, 
and to make the Indian residents appiehend further ipstnctioiis on then civil rights 
and to foel that they are to be lelegated to an irifoiior political status The Congress 
hopes that such measures will not be undei taken and that any legislation that has 
created such a feeling will be so modified as to make India feel that, in spite of 
being sopaiate governments, Ceylon and India are one and insepauble so far as tho 
people are concerned. 


7. China 

The Congress has viewed with anxious concern the aggression of a brutal impeiia- 
lism in China and the horrois and fiightfuluesst hat have accompanied it. In tho 
opinion of the Congioss this impeiialist invasion is fraught with the gravest conse- 
quences foi the futuie of world peace and of fieedom in Asia. The Congiess sends 
its depp(*st sympathy to the people of China in their great ordeal and expresses its 
admiiation tor tho heroic stiuggle they aie conducting to maintain their freedom and 
integrity. It congratulates them on achieving national unity and co-oidination m the 
face of danger’ and assures them of the solidarity of the Indian people with them in 
the common task of combating imperialism and achieving fieedom. 

As mark of India’s sympathy with the Chinese people, the Congress calle noon the 
people of India to refrain from purchasing Japanese goods. 

8. PaleiUne 

The Congress condemns the decision of Groat Britain as a Mandatory Power to 
bring about the paitition of Palestine in the teeth of the opposition of tho Arabs and 
the appointment of a Commission to carry out this project. 

The Congress records its emphatic protest against tho continuation of the reign of 
of terror which is still being maintained in Palestine to force this policy upon the 
unwilling Arabs. 

The Congress expresses its full sympathy with the Arabs in their struggle for 
national freedom and their fight against British Imperialism. 

The Congress holds that the proper methods of solving the problem by which the 
Jews and the Arabs are faced in Palestine by amicable settlement between themselves 
and appeals to the Jews not to seek the shelter of the Biitish Mandatory and not to 
allow themselves to be exploited in tho interests of British Imperialism. 

9. Foreign Policy and War Danger 

In view of tho grave danger of wide-spread and devastating war which over- 
shadows the wot Id, the Congress desires to state afresh the policy of the Indian 
people in regard to foreign relations and- war. 
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The people of India desire to live in peace and friendship with their neighbours 
and with all other countries, and for this purpose wish to remove all causes of con- 
flict between them. Striving for their own freedom and independence as a nation, 
they desire to respect the freedom of others, and to build up their strength on the 
basis of international co-opeiation and goodwill. Such co-operation must be founded 
on a world order and a free India will gladly associate itself with such an order, and 
stand for disarmament and collective security. But world co-operation is impossible 
of achievement so long as the roots of international conflict remained and one nation 
dominates over another and imperialism holds away. In order, therefore, to establish 
world peace on an enduring basis, imperialism and the exploitation of one people by 
another mustjend. 

During the past few years there has been a rapid and deplorable deterioration in 
international relations, fascist aggression has increased and an unabashed defiance of 
international obligations has become the avowed policy of fascist powers. British 
foreign policy in spite of its evasions and indecisions, has consistently supported the 
fascist poweis m Germany, Spain and the Far East, and must therefore, largely 
shoulder the responsibility for the progressive deteiioration of the world situation. 
That policy still seeks an arrangement ^\lth Nazi Germany and has developed closer 
relations with rel-el Spain. It is helping in the draft to imperialist world war. 

India can be no party to such an imperialist war and will not permit her man- 

f ower and resources to oo ex]iloited in the interests of British impoiialism. Nor can 
ndia join any war without tlio express consent of her people. Congress, therefore, 
entirely disapproves of war prepaiations being made in India and large scale manoeu- 
vres and air-raid precautions by which it has? been sought to spread an atmosphere 
of approaching war in India in the event of an attempt being made to involve 
India in a war, this will be resisted. 

10. Excluded Areas and Commissioners* Provinces 

A. This Congiess reaffirms its opinion that the creation of excluded and partially 
excluded areas and (.’hicf Commissioners’ Provinces, including British Baluchistan and 
Coorg under the provisions of the Government of India Act of 1935 obstructs the 
growth of uniform democratic instructions in integral part of India covering an area 
of over 207,900 squaie miles and inhabited by over 13 million people. 

This Congress condemns this step as one of the attempts to divide the people of 
India into dilToront groups for uninstifiable and discriminatoi y treatment repressing 
their liberties and obstructing their progress 

This Congress furthoi reiterates the opinion that the separation of this excluded 
and partially excluded areas undoubtedly aims at leaving a large control of disposition 
and exploitation of the mineial and forest wealth in those areas in the hands of the 
British Government. 

This Congress declares that the same level of democratic and self-governing insti- 
tutions should bo applicable to all parts of India without any distinction. 

B. This Congress supports the demand of the inhabitants of the Chief Commis- 
sioners’ provinces of A]mor-Mer\vara and Coorg that their provinces may bo amal- 
gamated with the United Provinces, and with Karnatak in the province bf Bombay 
respectively. 

C. This Congress condemns the reactionary and irresponsible administration of the 
province of Dcdhi attended with suppression of civil liberties and burdened with high 
taxes and extreraly heavy land revenue and other similar measures adopted by the 
Delhi administration. 


11. Ajmer- Merwara and the Indian States 

The Congress has heard with great resentment of the separation of about 115 
villages from Ajmer-Meiwara province and now placed under a temporary adminia- 
tration preparatory to these villages being surrendered partly to Jodhpur and partly 
to Udaipur States. 

The Congress condemns this action of the British Government taken in the teeth 
of the direct opposition of the people of this area. 

12. Federation 

The Congress has rejected the new Constitution and declared that a constitution for 
India, which can bo accepted by the people, must be based on independence and can 
only be framed by the people themselves by means of a Constituent Assembly, 

S8 
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without Interference by any foreign authority. Adhering to this poli^ of rejection, 
the Congress has, however, permitted the formation in provinces of Congress Minis- 
tries with a view to strengtlien the nation in its struggle for Independence. In regard 
to the proposed Federation, no such consideiation apply even provisionally or for a 
period, and the imposition of this Federation will do grave injury to India and tighten 
the bonds which hold her in subjection to imperialist domination. This scheme of 
Federation excludes from the sphere of responsibility vital functions of government. 

The Congress is not opposed to the idea of Federation ; but a real Federation must, 
even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of fiee units onjoying more or 
less the same measuie of freedom and civil liberty, and lopresentation by the demo- 
cratic process of election. The Indian States paiticipating in the Fodeiation should 
approximate to the provinces in the establishmont of representative institutions and 
responsible government, civil liberties and method of e’ection to tho Fedeial Houses. 
Otherwise the Federation as it is now contf'raplatod, will, instead of building up Indian 
unitv, encourage separatist tendencies and involve the States in internal and external 
conflicts. 

The Congress therefore reiterates its condemnation of tho proposed F>'deial Scheme 
and calls upon the Provincial and Local Congiess Committees and tho people gonerallv, 
as well as tho Provincial Govcinmeuts and Ministries, to jirevent its inaugiiranMn. In 
the event of an attempt being mado to impose it, despite tho drclaiod will of the 
people, such an attempt must be combated in everv way, and tho Provincial (Jovein- 
ments and Ministries must refuse to co-operate with it. In case such a contingency 
arises, the All India Congress Committee is authoiised and directed to doteimme tho 
line of action to be pursued in this regard. 

13. Kenya 

The Congress is of opinion that tlie a-lmmistiativo practice of excluding Biitish 
Indians from acquiring lands in the Highlands of Kcina Colonv wlnle a Kuropean of 
any nationajity is fiee to do so constitutes a humiliating disihility to the Indians 
settled in Kenya and is a deliberate oUencoi to the Indian people. 

This Congress further condemns the proposal to promulgate an Oi dei -in -Council 
defining the boundaries of tho white Higlilands winch is cnlcu! iteJ to poipetuate 
statutorily the erstwhile iniquitous practice which should have been aboli died long ago 
in accordance with the declarations of the Govciuraeiit of India at tlie time of the 
issue of the White Paper of 1923. The pledge given bv tho (lovi'inment of Ind a to 
get the subiect reopened still lemains and will become totally incapable of being 
carried out in the event of the proposed Order-m-CounciI being pi‘'Se l. 

14. Midnapore Congresi Organisationt 

The Congress strongly deprecates the continuance of tlie ban on about 110 Congress 
Organisations in ;he district of Midnapoie imposed by tlie Oovoiument cf i)engil and 
is of opinion that the plea put forwaid by the Govemraent to the elT ‘ct iliat tho 
Congress Committees are limbs of a terrorist oiganisation is ent’iely unj'isf died. 

15. National Education 

The Congress has emphasized the importance of national education ever since 1900, 
and during the non-cooperation period many national educational institutions were 
started under its auspices. The Congro.ss attaches the utmost importance to a proper 
organisation of mass education and holds that all national pr-.gress ultimately depends 
on the method and content and objective of tlie Oviucation that is piovided for the 
people. The existing system of education in India is admit tel to have failed. Its 
objectives have been anti-national and anti-social, its methods liavo been antiquated, 
and it has been confined to a small number of people and has loft the vast majority 
of our people illiterate. It is essential therefore to build up national education on a 
new foundation and on a nation-wide scale. As the Congiess is having new oppor- 
tunities of service and of influencing and controlling state education, it is necessary to 
lay down the basic principles which should guide such education and to take other 
necessary steps to give effect to them. Tho Congress is of ofiinion that for tho 
primary and secondary stages a basic education should be imparted in accordance with 
the following principles : / 

1. Free and compulsory education should be provided for seven yeais on a nation-^ 
wide scale, * 

The medium of instruction must be the mother tongue. 
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3. Throughout this period education should centre round some form of manual and 
productive woik, and all other activities to be developed or training to be given 
ahould, as far as possible, bo integrally related to the central handicraft chosen with 
due regard to the environment of the child. 

Accordingly the Congress is of opinion that an All India Education Board to deal 
with this basic part of education be established and for this purpose reouests and 
authorises Dr, Zakir Hussain and Shri E. Aryanayakam to take immeoiate steps, 
under the advice and guidance of Gandhiji, to bring such a Board into existence, in 
order to work out in a consolidated manner a progiamme of basic national education 
and to recommend it for acceptance to those who are in control of state or private 
education. 

The said Board shall have poiP’er to frame its own Constitution, to raise funds and 
perform all such acts as may bo necessary for the fuldlment of its objects. 

16. Minority Rights 

The CongiesB welcomes the growth of anti-imperialist feeling among the Muslims 
find other minoiitios in India and the growing unity of all classes and communities in 
India in the stiuggle for Indi;i\ mdopendonce which is essentially one and indivisible 
and can only be earned ou effectively on a united national basis. In particular, the 
Congress wele.omos the laige numbers of the minority communities who have joined 
the Congress dming tlie ji.ist year .and given their mass support to the struggle for 
freedom and the ending of the exploitation of India’s masses. 

The CongiPbs appiovos of and confiims the resolution of the Working Committee 
on Minority Rights jia^sed in Cahnitta in October 1937, and declares afresh that it 
regards it as its piimary duty and fundamental f/olicy to protect the religious, 
linguistic, cultural and oth<^r rights of the minorities m India so as to ensure for them 
in any scheme of govrrnment to which the Congress is a party, the widest scope for 
their development and their participation m the fullest measure in the political, eco- 
nomic and cultuial life of the nation. 


17. Indian States 

In view of the fact that owing to the growth of public life and the demand for 
freedom in the Indian States, new problems are arising and new conflicts are taking 
place, the Congress lavs down afresh its policy in legard to the States. 

The CongiehS stands for the same political, social and economic fieedom in the 
States as in the rest of ItiJia and oonsideis the States as iutegral parts of India 
which can not ho separated Tiie Puma Swaraj or complete mdopenaeuce, which is 
the objective of the C’ongiess, is foi the whole of India, mcliisivo of the States, for 
the integrity and uuitv of India mu'.! be maintained in freedom as it has been main- 
tained ID subjection The only kiinl of fedeiation that can be acceptable to the 
Congress is one in wdiich tlu* States participate as fiee units, enjoying the same 
measure of demnciatic freedom as the rest of India. The Congress, tWefore, stands 
for full responsible government and the guarantee of civil libeity in the States, and 
deplores the piesent backwaid conditions and utter lack of freedom and suppression of 
oi\il liberties in many of these Slates. 

The Congiess considers it its right and privilege to work for the attainment 
of this objective in the States, But, under existing circumstances, the Congress 
is not in a position to work effectively to this end within the States, and 
numerous limitations and restiictions. imposed by the rulers, or by British authority 
working thioiigh them, hamper its activities The hope and assurance which its name 
and great prestige lai^e in the minds of the people of the States find no immediate 
fulfilment, and disillusion results. It is uot lu consonance with the dignity of the 
Congress to have local committees which cannot function effectively, or to tolerate 
indignity to the National Flag The inability of, the Congress to give protection or 
effective help, when hopes have been raised, produces helplessness in the people of the 
States and hinders the development of their movement for freedom. 

In view of the different conditions prevailing in the States and the rest of India, 
the general policy of the Congress is often unsuitod to the States and may result in 
preventing or hampeiing the natural growth of a freedom movemeut lu a State. 
Such movements aie likely to develop more rapidly and to have a broader basis, if 
they draw their strength from the people of the State, produce self-reliance in them , 
and are m tune with the condition prevailing there, and do not rely on eztraneoue 
help aud assistauce or on the prestige of the Congress name. The Congress welooms 
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suoh movements but, in the nature of things and under present conditions, the bur- 
den of carrying on the struggle for freedom must fall on the people of the States. 
The Congress will always extend its goodwill and support to such struggles, carried 
on in a peaceful and legitimate manner, but that organisational help will inevitably 
be, under existing conditions, moral support and sympathy. Individual Congressmen, 
however, will be free to render further assistance iu their peisonal capacities. In this 
way the struggle can develop without committing the Cougiess oiganisation, and thus 
unhindered by external considerations. 

The Congress therefore directs thatj for the piesent, Congress Committees in the 
States shall function under the direction and contiol of the Congjoss Woiking Com- 
mittee and shall not engage in parliamentary activity nor launch on the dire^ct action 
in the name and under the auspices of the Congress Inteinal stinggles of the people 
of the States must not be undertaken m the name of the Cuugrcss. For 
this purpose independent organisations should be started and continued \NhtTO they 
exist already within the States. 

The Congress desires to assure the people of the States of its solidarity with 
them and of its active and vigilant interest in and sympatliy with then movement 
for freedom. It trusts that the day of their deliverance is not far distant. 

18. Ministerial Resignations in U P. and Behar 

In accordance with the direction of the F.iizpnr Congress, tho All India Congress 
Committee decided in March, 19;i7. the issue of accep’.ance of office ui pr(>vin<es and 
permitted Congressmen to form Miriustnes, piovided ccitain assurances were gi/en 
by or on behalf of the British Govornmeot. These assuiances not being forthcoming, 
the Leaders of Congress Parties in the Provincial Asseml»lit's declined at first to foira 
Ministries. Thereafter there was a considerable argiiniont for some months regaid- 
ing these assurances and various declarations w’cro made by the Secietaiy of State for 
India, the Yicoroy and the Governors of the Pi evinces In these declaiations it was 
definitely stated, among other things, that thoie would he no iriteifeience w’ith tho 
day to day administration of provincial affairs by lesponsilile Ministers. 

The experience of office by Congress Ministers in the Piovinces has sho\^ n tliat 
at least in two Provinces, the United Provinces and Hidiar, there lias in fact been 
interference in the day to day administration of piovmeial affaiis as shown hoioaftcr. 
The Governors, when "they invited Congiess memheis to form Ministiies, knew' that 
the Congress Manifesto had mentioned the release of political pnsoneis as one of the 
major items of the Congress policv. In pursuance thereof tho Ministers began the 
release of political prisoners and they soon exponenced delay, which was sometimes 
VBxaiious, before the Governors would endrost* the oidois of lelease. The w'ay ic- 
leases have been repeatedly delayed is evidence of the exemfdary patnuice of Ministers. 
In the opinion of the Congress, release of prisoners is a matter coming essentially 
within the purvie\* of day to dav administiation, whicli does not adui't of protracted 
dificussioD w'ith Governors. The function of the Govpinor is to guide and advise 
Ministers, and not to interfere with the free exercise of their judgment m the •discharge 
of their day to day duty. It was only when the time came for tho Working Com- 
mittee to give an annual account to the Congress delegates and to the masses of 
people backing them, that the Committee had to instruct Ministers, who were them- 
selves sure of their ground, to order release of the jiolirical pnsouers in their charge 
and to resign if their orders were countermanded. The Congress approves of and 
endorses the action taken by the Ministers of the United Piovinces and Behar and 
congratulates them on it. 

In the opinion of the Congress, the interference of the Governor-General 
with the deliberate action of the respective Prime Ministers is not meiely a 
violation of the assniance above referred to, but it is also a misapplication of 8ection 
126 (5) of the Government of India Act. There w'as no question of grave menace to 
peace and tranquillity involved. The Prime Ministers had besides in both cases satis- 
fied themselves from assurances from the prisoners concerned and otherwise of their 
change of mentality and acceptance of the Congress policy of non-violence. Indeed, 
it is the Governor-General’s interference which has undoubtedly created a situation 
that may easily, in spite of the Congress effort to the contrary, became such a grave 
menance. 

The Congress has, during the short period that Congressmen have held office, 
given sufficient evidence of their relf-saciifice, administrative capacity in tho matter 
of enacting legislation for the amelioration of economic and social evils. The Congress 
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pfladly admits that a measure of co-operation was extended hy the Governors to the 
Ministers. It has been the sincere effort on the part of the Con^jress to extract what 
is possible fiom the Act for the public good and to strengthen the people in the 
pursuit of their goal of complete independence and the ending of imperialistic ex- 
ploitation of the masses of India. 

The Congress does not desire to precipitate a crisis which may involve non-violent 
non-co-operation and direct action consistent with the Congress policy of truth and 
violence. The Congress is therefoie at present reluctant to instruct Ministers in 
other provinces to send in their resignations by way of protest against the Governor- 
General’s action, and invites His Excellency" the Governor-General to reconsider 
his decision so that the -Governors may act constitutionally and accept the advice of 
their Ministers in the matter of the release of the political prisoners. 

The Congress regards the formation of irresponsible Mmistries as a way of dis- 
guising the naked rule of the sword. The formation of such Ministries is calculated 
to rouse extreme bitterness, international quarrels and further deepen the resent- 
ment against tlie Biitish Government. When thei Congress approved of acceptance 
of office, with great reluctance and considoiablf» hesitation, it had no misgivings 
about its own estimate of the real nature of the Govorrirnent of India Act The 
latest action of the Governor-General justifies that estimate and not onlv exposes 
the utter inadequacy of the Act to bring real liberty to the people, but also shows 
the intention of the British Oovornmi*nt to use and interpret it not for the expansion 
of liheity, hiit for its restriction. Whatever, therefore, raav bo the ultimate result 
of the present crisis, the people of India should realise that there can be no true 
freedom for the country so long as this Act is not ended and a new constitutinn, 
framed bv a ('!onstitu*‘nt Assembly, elected on the basis of adnlt franchise, takes its 
place. The aim of all Congressmen, wdiether in office or out of office, in logislaturea 
or out of legislatures, can onlv be to reach that goal even though it raav mean, as 
it often must moan, saoiitice of many a present advantage, however beneficial and 
W'oithy it might be foi the time being. 

On behalf of the V P Governor it has been stated that the deraons^rationa 
organised to w’elcome the Kakori prisoners and th'' speeches delivered by some of 
them had interfered wuth the policy of graiual release of political prisoners The 
Congress had always discouraged unseemly demonstrations and other objectionable 
activities The demonstrations and speeches referied to bv the F. P. Governor were 
stiongly disappiovoJ by Mahatma Gandhi. Pandit Jawaharlal Neliru Piesident of 
the Congress, had similarly taken immediate notice of the indiscipline w'hich was 
thus betrayed. Nor wore they ignored bv the Ministers. As a result of these 
conectivo steps public opinion rapidly changed and even the persons concerned came 
to realise their mistake. And when .six prisoners, one of wdiom was a prominent 
member of the Kakon gioiip, w'erc released subsi’quentlv, about two months after 
the release of the Eakoii prisoners, no demonstrations were held in their honour 
nor any reception w'as acconlod to them Nearly four more months have since 
elapsed and any delay in releasing the lomaining fifteen prisoners only on account 
of the demonstrations oi the speeches connected wuth the prisoners who were 
released in August, is now utterly unjustified. The lesponsibilicy for the mainte- 
nance of law and order is that 'of the Ministers and they are entitled to perform 
their functions in such manner as they deem proper It is their business to weigh 
all relevant factors in the light of prevailing circumstances, but their decisions once 
tiiken ouglit to be accepted and enfoiced. Any interference wuth them in the 
exercise of their powers in the normal day to day admimstiation is bound to under- 
mine and weaken their position. The' Congress Ministers have more than once 
declared their determination to take adequate action in the matter of violent crime, 
and the rii>k run in leleasing juisoners especially when they have abjured the path 
of violence, is altogether imaginary. 

The Congress has given during the past few months ample evidence of its desire 
to take severe notice of indiscipline and breach of the code of non-violence that 
the Congiess has laid down for itself. Nevertheless the Congress invites the attention 
of Congressmen to the fact that indiscipline in speech and action, calculated to 
promote or breed violence, retards the progress of the country towards its cherished 
goal. 

In pursuit of its programme of release of political prisoners, the Congress has 
not hesitated to sacrifice office and the opportunity of passing ameliorative measures. 
But the Congress wishes to make it clear that it strongly disapproves of hunger- 
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Btrikes for release. Hunger-strikes embarrass the Congress in pursuit of its poiioy of 
securing release of political prisoners. The (ingress, therefore, urp,es those who are 
still continuing their hunger-strike in the Punjab to give up their strike, and assures 
them that whether in provinces where Congressmen hold ministerial offices or in 
other provinces, Congressmen will continue their efforts to secure the release of 
detenus and political prisoners by all legitimate and peaceful moans. 

In view of the situation that has arisen in the country, the Congress authorises 
the Woiking Committee to take such action as it may consider necessary and to 
take the direction of the All India Congress Committee in dealing with the oiisis 
whenever necessity arises for it. 


1 9. Kifan Sabhat 

In view of certain difficulties that have arisen in regard to the Kisan Sabhas and 
other organisations in some parts of India, the Congress desires to clarify the position 
and state its attitude in regard to them. The Congress has already fullv recognised 
the right of Kisans to organise themselves in peasmt unions. Nevertheless it must 
he remembered that the Congress itself is in the main a Kisan organisation and as 
contacts with the masses have inci easel vast numbers of Kisans have joined it 
and influenced its policy. The Congioss must, and has in fact, stood for these 
Kisan masses and championed their claims, and has worked for the independonoo 
of India which must he based on the fieedom fiom exploitation of all our people. 
In Older to achieve this independence and stiongthen the Kisans and realise their de- 
mands. it is essential that the Congiess be strengthened and that Kisans should be 
invited to join it in over laige niirabeis and oi gam sod to carrv on their .struggle 
iindei its hanner. It is thus the duty of everv Congressman to woik for the spread 
of the Congress organisation in every village in India and not to do anything which 
weakens this organisation in any way. 

AYhile fully locoguising the right of the Kisans to organise Kisan Rabhas, the Con- 
gress cannot associate itself with any activities which are incompatible with the basic 
piinciples of the Congress and wdll not countenance any of the activities of those 
Congiessmen who as members of the Kisan Rabhas help in creating an atmosphere 
hostile to Congress principles and policy. The Congress, therefore, calls upon pro- 
vincial Congress Committees to bear the above in mind and in pursuance of it take 
suitable action wherever called for. 

Constitutional Changes 

Certain changes w’ere introduced in the Constitution at the !Open Session. These 
charges are -incorpoiated -in the new Constitution published after Haiipuia. The 
Congress also passed the following lebolution appointing a constitution committee .— 

20. Constitution Committee 

This Congiess appoints a Committee consisting of — Shri ^ubhas Chandia Bosa, 
Pandtt Jawaharlal Nehru. Shrt Jairarndas Dnulatram. bhn Bhulahhat J Ijvsui, 
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Shft Achyut FatwardhafK Shri S. A Frclvi, Shrt 
Ktrnn Sankar Roy., Shrt Anandshtva??^ Iyengar and Shrt J. B. Kripalant as con- 
vener, to considei and frame rules, if necessaiy, concerning the following matters; — 

(a) The advisability or otherwise of indirect elections of delegates ; 
ib) Genuine membership and proper elections , 

(c) Rnitability of territorial representation on the A. I. C. C and in provinces 
wheie it rnav be considered suitable, the method of such representation 
id) Suitability or otherwise of the method of propoitional representation by single 
transferable vote in the elections to the membership of the A. I. C C 
(«) Any Consequential changes that may be necessary as a result of fixing of 
constituencies in connection wuth article VI (c). 

The recommendations of this Committee will be given effect to on their being 
approved by the A. I. C. C. 

THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Hartpura-'February 16^ 1038 

A maoting ot the A. I C. C. was held in the Subjects Committee Pandal at Hari- 
para on February 16, 1938 at 2 p. m. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru presided, 
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Minutes : 

The minates of the last meeting of the A. 1. C. 0. held at Calcutta were confirm- 
ed. Tho audited accounts submitted by the General Secretary were passed. 

General Secretary's Report : 

The Oe’^MT.'il Secretary’s Report was placed before the Committee. Professor 
Kaoi a an l Swarm Sahjanand took ot>jection to the remaris about Kisan Sabhas in 
the Ocnoral Secretary’s refiort. Pi of. Ranga’s motion that portions of the General 
Secretary’s annual report dealing with Kisan Sabhas were open to objeciion and as 
such should be referred back to the Working Committee was put to vote and dec- 
lared lost and the Report was adopted. 

President's Note : 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru submitted a separate review of the yeai’s activities to 
the A. 1. C C. in addition to the Ormoral 8'*ctotary’s import. The leview dealt mostly 
with the intoi national situation with particular leference to its leactions in India. 

Deposit from candidates to the A. I C C, 

The Committee pass-Ml tho following Resolutions : 

Resolved that a deposit of Rs 10 be taken fiom thos*' merabeis of the provincial 
Congress Ooraraittees as stood canditates for A I. C. C membership. The deposit 
was to be paid back to the unsuccessful candidates. 

Haitpur a— February £2^ 1938 

A meeting of the A. 1 C. C was held at Hanpura on Febiuary 22, 19'18 at lO pm. 
Shrt Subhas Chandra Bose presided. 

Auditors : 

The Committee passed the following resolution 

Resolved that Messis Daha! and Shah and Mossis Chotalal H. Sliah and Co, of 
Bombay bo appointed a^ honorary auditor a of the '.ongress. 

Working Committee : 

Tho President announced tiio nam^s of the new Working Commiti^ee : — 

1. Stibhas Chandra Bo'^c (President) t? Maulana Abut Knlam Azad 8 Shrimati 
ASaroftni Natdu 4 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 5. Bahu Rajvndr i Prasad 0. Snrdar 
Vallabhbhai Patel 7 Shri Jamnalal Bajaj (Treasurer) 6' Shri Jatram las Daulat* 
ram 9. Khan Abdul Ga(far Khan lO. Shri Hhulibhat Desat 11 Dr. Pattabhx 
Sitaramayya^ t£. Shrt Saral Chindra Bose 18 Phrt Bare Krishna Mehtab l4. 
Shri J. B, Kripalam (General Secretary) 

The name of tho remaining fifteenth membei was to bo announced later.* 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Wardha — February 8-6., 19SS 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha on February 3-6, 1938. 
Shn Jawaharlal Nehru presided. 

The members present were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. Shrts Sarojini Naidu^ 
Vallabhhhat Patel, Jamnalal Bajaj., Jatramdas Doulatram^ Bhulabhai Desai,^ 
Shankerrao Deo^ Achyut hntwardhan., J. B. Knpalant. 

Tho Premiers of the seven Congress provinces, if thev could conveniently come, 
were invited to attend. Shri Rajagopalachari and Shii N B. Khare attended. The 
former was present throughout the discussion. The latter was present for sometime 
on the 4th. 

Minutes : 

The minutes of the last meeting held at Bombay, January 2-4, 1938 already cir- 
culated, were confirmed. 

Obituary : 

The Committee pasnod tho following resolution on the deaths of Shrimati 
Swarooprani Nehru, bir Jagadish Chandra Dose and Shri Sarat Chandra Chatterji, 
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This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Srimati 
Swarooprani Nehru, Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, Shri Sarat Chandra Chatterjee. 

Hunger Strike : 

The Committee considered the situation arising out of the hunger strike of the 
political prisoners in several provinces and passed the following resolution : 

1. The Woiking Committee have heard with profound giief of the death of 8jt. 
Harendra Munshi, a politio.il prisoner in the D-ioca Jail The Committee conveys 
their heartfelt condolence to the boieaved family of Syt. Uarendra Munshi. 

2. In view of repeated hunger stiikes that have oci.utied m leueut months, the 

Working Committee feel it imperative to define their attitude on this question. The 
Committee definitely disappioves of the policy of lesoiting to liunger strikes on the 
part of political prisoners in older to obtain their lelease and believe that such a 
stop on the contiaiy, stands in the wav. The Committee stioiigly endorses the appeal 
recently made by Mahatma G.indhi to the hunger strikers in the Dacca Jail and urge 
the hungei strikers in all jails in India to give up hunger strike. 

3. The Committee desires to point out that the Congress Ministries and this 

Committee have had constantly before them the question of the releaso of 
detenus and political pnsorieis and the foimer have by now icleased a very large 
number and aio taking active steps for tlie lelease of the leinainder. So far as the 
provinces with non-Cougress ministries are concernel, tlio C’ommittoo feels that 
this question has not been afiproached by them in the same s|iint tts by the Congiess 
Ministries and that the leloases in those provinces have consequently been inade- 
quate and unsatisfactoi y. 

The Committee deplores the conditions in the Dai’ca Jail and other jails in 

Bengal and call upon the Government of Bengal to immediately remove the legiti- 

mate grievances of the political prisonois lu that jail as well as in other jails in 
that province. 

The Committee trusts that with the strenuous and unceasing efforts of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the vigilance of public opinion, the question of loleaso will bo satisfsc- 
toiily solved at an early date and hopes that all detenus and political ptisoneis will 
co-opeiate to this end by exercising patience and self-iestiaiut and that the public 
will do likewise by mamtamg au atraosj)hero of non-vio’ene** 

The Committee* passed draft resolutiong on the fidlowing subjects to he placed 
before the Subjects Committee of the Congiess at llaiifmia 

(1) (’ongress Mimstiies {%) Zaanz'bar (Ji Ind’.uis in K-oisa (4) Indians iu 
Ceylon (5) Indian States (G) World War (7) Clnna 
Delegates and members of the A. f. C C. ftum N, IT. F. V. : 

The following -esolution was passed :~ 

The Committee considered the letter of the Oenoial Secietarv N. W. F. P. 
Congress Committee dated 27th Januarv. In view of the special circumstauoes 
mentioned therein the newdy elected P. C. C. be provisionally recognised and 
delegates selected be considered as valid delegates for the Ilaiipura Cougie.'S. Got 
fiesh elections should take place according to rules by 31st May. 

Punjab Elections : 

The President placed before the Committee the question of the election disputes 
that had arisen m the Punjab. He informed the iJoramittee that he had deputed 
Bhri Sn Prakasa to go to the Punjab and make preliminary enquiries into the 
matter and repoit to the Working Committee at Hanpura. 

Allowances of Members of Legislatures in Bengal : 

The letter of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, the Leader of the Parliamentary Party 
in Bengal, in this connection was placed before the Committee. The Committee 
accepted the suggestions made therein, that each member should piy a monthly 
sum of Rs. 75 to the general fund that was to remain with the A. 1 0. C. office, 
for woik m the province. The payment was to begin fiom January, 1938. 

Constitution : 

The Committee discussed the changes to be introdacod in the Constitution. 

They approved of the idea of fixed constituencies for delegates’ election. They 
also approved of the idea of a system of indirect elections for delegates. But for 
all such and other material changes in the Constitution the Committee suggested 
the appointment of a Constitution Committee by the Congress at Haripura. 
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THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Haripura— ‘February 14-22, 1938 

A mopHnf» of tlio Workinf? C^mmittoe was hold at Vithal Najjar, Haripnra, 14-2-38 
to 22-2-38 Flora I4lh. to 16th. Fehruarv, Shrt Jawnharlal Nehru presided. There- 
after 8hri Suhhas (Jhnndrn finnc presided. Resides ffie two presulents the memhers 
piesont were Maulana Ahul Kalnm Azad, Shris Sarojtnt Naidu, Vallabhhhai 
Pntel, Jarnnalal Ihijiij, Jatramtl is Doulatram T^hulahhai Desai, Narendra Dev, 
Sankerrno Deo, Achyut Patwardhan and J B Knpalant. 

Minutes : 

The mniufes of tlio last mootintj held at Wardha 3-6 February, 1938 were read 
and pas-^ed 

Accnuiits • 

Tlie audited accounts foi tlio peiiod 16th Novorabor, 1936 to 30th September, ’37 
WLMtj pTcstMifed and passe<l. 

Di.ift resolutions on the followini^ subjects to bo jda -ed before the Subjeots Cora- 
mittou were passed — 

(1) Condolenco (2) Exclude 1 Aieas and Cornraissione’'s’ Provinces and Delhi (3) 
Indians Ovcis'S’is (4) linti'-h (liiiani (3) Ajmer Merwua and the Indian States (6) 
r.dostine (7) tiuid.iilo (8) Minoiitv Rilc'Us (0) Nati m il lOlucation (10) Kissan Sabhas 
(11) Miriistc'ial licsignutions m U. P. auJ Ihhat (1:2) Midnapore (]3j Constitution 
Committee 

(Note — 'riie draft resolution on ConctiO'iS Ministries passed by the Working? Com- 
mittet' at Waidha was replaced b\ tiro now draft on Minister larRosignations in U. P. 
and ihhat). 

Indian States' 

Tlu' States Penile Tx'sdulion pa-s'*l at W.udln wa: i c( onsidcre 1 in the light of 
the t-i'ks ttie Curumitt* c bai w t’l a <lcpu*.i‘ i-.n of States pecple lei l)V Di . Pattablii. 
The Committee was of tin* view tlut the (/n'v ( liange that thev could accept in tlio 
resolution passed at Wai l.hi w i-, tlia* some pi>\ision bo made for the recognition of 
tlu' existing Congress Cornradtees in tlie States. The followung addition was theio- 
foio made 

In regard to Congress Committees wliirh are functioning at ])resGnt in any of tho 
States, tho Work’iig Committee slioubi consider the position of eaidi of them and de- 
tcrrnino wliethei tliey should cMitinue to funi tion aril, if so, vindei what conditions, 
conformity with tho geneial policy of this resolution, liiey should function. 

Kenya : 

The Draft resolution piepari'd at Warlha for tho Subjects Committee was altered 
and tho following now draft was substituted 

“Tho Congress is of opinion tliat the administrative prat tice of erduding British 
Indians from acquiring lands in tlie Highlainls of Kenya Colony while a European of 
any nationality is free to do so constitutt'S a humiliating disability to the Indians 
settled in Kenya and is a dtdibeiale offence to the Indian people. 

“The Congress fiiither condemns the proposal to promulgate an Order-in-Council 
defining the boundaries of the White Iliglilaiids winch is calculated to perpetuate 
statutorily tho ei*stwhilo iniquitous practice winch should have been abolishtul long 
ago in accordance wuth tlie tbudarations of tho (lovernraent of India at the time of 
tho issuo of tho White Paper of 1923. Tho pledge given by the (.Government of India 
to got tho snbji'ot reopened will remain and will become totally incapable of being 
carried out in the event of tho proposed Oider-rn-Couneil being passed.” 

{Note : — Tho draft resolutions prepared and constitutional changes suggested by the 
Working Coramitteo at Wai’dba and ITanpiiia wero discussed bv the Subjects Committee 
of the 51st Hession of the Congress and with alterations accepted by the Subjects 
Committee were placed before the Open Session. The resolution as finally passed by 
the open session are given on pages 295). 
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THE NEW WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Haripura — February 1938 

The first meeting of tho New Woiking Committee was held in Vithal Nagar, 
Ilaripuia on 22. 2. 38 at 2 p. m. Shr\ Subhas Chovdra Bose presid( d. The mem- 
bers pi t sent W(‘i 0 Maalaiia Ahul Kalam Azad^ Shris Sarojtut Nanlu, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallabhbhat FaieU Jarnnalal Bajaj, Jatf avidas Pnulnt?'am,i Bh ulahhat 
Pattabh'i 8ttara?)iayya^ Surat Chandra Bose, IJareknahna Mthiab ixu(\ J. B. Krtpnlam. 

Punjab : 

The Committee discussed the situation created by dissensions among Congressmen 
in the Punjab and passed the following two resolutions : — 

1. The Working Committee gladly recognises tho growth of Congwss influeneo 

and organisation in the Punjab duiing tho past year, but it still feels ilmt efToetivo 
work IS impeded by inteirial fiiction and dissension among Congn ssrnen Tho 

Committee is confident that tho courage and capacity for saciifi<o of the Punj.ibees, 
which have been so evident in the past can be oi gam sod to greatei advantage and 
appeals to tho people of tlie Punjab to woik to tins end. In i/idei to holp in this 
woik tho Committee irqiu'sts Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad to visit the P-injah at an 
early date, to enquiio into the situatr.n theie, and to make such sngi’^’stiops. oiga- 
nisational or otheiwise, as he may consider necessaiy. The Maulana will liavo full 

authoiity to deal with the situation and his decisions may be givtui efh ct to 

2. In view of various election complaints leceived ^ fjom the J’lii.j'il) Sri 

Prakasa be requestecl to vi^it tlie Punj.il* and inquiie into the piincipal complaints 
and make his lecommendat'ons theicon In m.ikiiig tlie enquiiy he should ask for 
tlie co»opeiation ot a lepiesentative of the l\ C C. and a I'cpi . s,>ntativc (d tlio 
complainant Shri Sii Piakasus iccommendutions ^llou]d he sent to the A I 0 C. 
and the Punjab P. C. C. and to Maulana Azad and the action to he t.iken in legard 
to them should be under the direction of Maulana Azad. 

N. W. F. P. ; 

The Committee also considered the question of Corgi oss organisation in the 
N. W. F. P. The following resolution was passed — 

‘‘The Woiking Committee icqursts Afaiitavn Al ul Kalam A'.nd to visit the 

Frontier Province at an caily date and to e(»i)fei viih the Congie^s woikeis Iheie 
and to advise them about thtur future woik and oiganisatioual a<*tivitips. Tho 
Maulana will have autlioiitv to make such charges in tlie fucsent organisation as lie 
may consider necessary and desiiable so as to make tho organisation mote efficient.” 

Certified Khadt : 

The Secretary A. I. S. A. sent a draft rcsolutim ('n tho f m our ngi ment if 

Khadi certified by his organisation which earn'd out the rule ahout iii'n inum wage 
to the spinners". Tho Committee discussed the draft and jiassi d the follo^\ing 

resolution 

“This Committee notes with satisfaction the policy adopted ly tfic All India 
Spinners’ Association for ensuring adeqiiafo ware.s to fhe spinners and otiier artisans 
engaged in tho production of Khadi and th«‘ steps taken it in tliat hi half and 
calls upon all Congressmen and the public in general to give full (o ojicratiori and 
assistance in making this policy a success bv purchasing only that hhadi which is 
certified by the All India Spinners’ Association”. 

Mysore Parliamentary Board : 

The letter of the President, Mysore railiamentM v Hoard rcgaiding the bve- 

elcctions to tho Mysore Assembly was considered. It was deeided that the President 
of the Board be informed that the Board could function as usual for the h^e-elcctions 
to be hold on March 5, 1938. After that date tho Congress resolution about Indian 
States was to be given effect to in Mysore as in otlioi Indian States. 

Parliamentary Sub- Committee : 

As the old Parliamentary Rub- Committee came to an end with the Congress Session 
the Working Committee passed the following resolution appointing the new Sub- 
Committee for the current session 
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“Resolved that the Parliamentarv sub-Committee consisting: of the same members 
as before namely, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad^ Shris Vallahhhhai Patel and Rajendra 
Prasad be formed for the cuiront session to keep in close and constant touch with 
the Congress Parties in all legislatures in the provinces, to advise them in all activities 
aiul to take necessary action in any case of emeigoncy The members of the oomm'ttee 
are individually to jierfoim the same functions as before.” 

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS IN U- P. AND BEHAR 

The Congress by its election manifesto was, among other things, pledged to the 
release of all political jiiisoners Most of them were released m the different Congress 
provinces. In U. P and Ihhar some [insoners convicted of violence still remained in 
]ail. Agitation for their release was going on in the country. In Beliar the political 
piisoneis lopatiiated fiom the Andamans who had thought that they would bo released 
on ie.i(diirig India, giew irafiatient and went on hunger srnke. They were joined by 
])olitieal i»iisonei^ in other provinces. In IT. P. though there was no hanger stnke 
llie leh'ase of polical fiiisuKas could not be long delayed if the Congress was not he 
accused of breaking its election pledges It was well known that the prisoneis had 
given up their faith in tenor isr methods and m violence. The Behai Premier had 
met the piisoiieis peisonally and ascertained this In U P. even the jail authorities 
after caieful ohseivation, gave it as their considered opinion that the prisoners had 
given up all faith in methods of violonco. Their eolloagues had been released without 
any mtmaco to law and order. The premiers of the two provinces had been insisting 
on lolease , but the Governors \vere not agreeable. After the hunger strike the Gov- 
ernor of Bohar took lefuge undoi the jiloa that no goveinment could release prisoners, 
under thieat of hunger strike 

The Woiking Committee that mot at AVardha 3-G Feb 1933 passed a resolution 
expiessing then disapptoval of hunger stiikes for lelease. The piisoncrs in Boh ir 
weie induced to give up tlieii liuuger strike The Governors in the two provinces 
still peisistod in objecting to itdoase The Premiers were compelled to come to the 
view tliat as heads of the (dovornment and as piimaiily responsible for law and older 
it was uudignifi^'d for them to cany on a prolonged and fruitless eontroveu’sy with ‘‘he 
Governois. Nor was it merely a q lestion of the release of a few politicar piisoncrs 
impel tant as that was A gieat piinciple was involved The Congress had accepted 
ofTh on the (di'ai understanding that theie would be no interference with the 
M imst.'fs in thiui 1-gitiraate constitutional day to day activities Under those eir- 
euinstanees the two Pieinuus doiuded to a'd Th(3 Bohar Premier ordered the release 
of all political piisoncrs in bis piov.jice on Feb 15 This order was not endorsed bv 
the (lovernoi a'^ tlo‘ Vieerov inteifenG wnth the execution of the order under Seetiou 
J26 (5) of the (tovernraent of India AM Shi't Shri Krishna Sinha h'ld therefoie no 
( lioiee hut to tendei his resignation and that of his colleagues on 15-2-38. In U P. 
also ilie (Ubmet lesigued on the same day because the Viceioy iuteivened under the 
same section. 

Ill his bittei of 11 ‘signatioii to the Governor Shri Govind Ballahh Pant cleared his 
own position and that of the Congiess. This letter lias ajipeared in the Press. The 
Pierniei pointed out that the issue laised is of the wndest importance both from the 
Constiiutioual and administiative points of view'. The lelease of political prisonois 
JiAty humed a piomiuent pait of the Congiess programme It was mentioned m the 
rontrn^sb election manifesto and uiged m the lesoliitions passed by the Convention m 
Dtdhi in Maiah last year. It is unthinkable that the Governor *Genoial should not 
Jiave lealised that Cougiess, whenever it accepted ofhoe, would take the earliest oppor- 
tuiutv to implement the Congress jirogramme and to honiui its pledges. The Congress 
w'as luvitetl to accept office with a full knowledge of all these facts. An assurance 
was .lUo di‘fimt(d\ held out that the Congiess m office would be fieo to carrv oiit its 

progtatnmo It is tliemfuie strangt* that the Governor Geneial should issue his orders 

uudci Section 120 sub-Recliou 5 to thwait the Congress Miuistiy. 

The responsibility for maiutaiuing law and older in the province is that of the 
Ministers. No Council of Ministers can discharge its fuactiaos satisfactorily , if its 
considered opinions in respect of momeotoas fssstions, strictly fslliag 

within its purview, is arbitrarily interfered with by outside authority withotS 

even mentioning the grounds of such interference. It is inconceivable that 
the release of some 15 political prisoners who have abjured the path of violence can 
be a grave menace to the peace and tranquillity of any province in India. The doci- 
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Rion of the Governor General is attributed to extra-provincial considerations which 
I proves that the Governor of the province does not apprehend any menace to peace in 
the piovince itself The Viceroy’s act of interference under iSeofion 126 (5) instead of 
promotintf peace and tranquillity is likely to impel il it not only in IT. P. but also else- 
where in India 

The Piomier of Behar in a press statement said : “Since my assumption of office 
the question of release of political prisoners has been cnjjaging my earnest and constant 
attention. I discussed this matter seveial times with the Governor but finding that 
in'eiminahlo discussions were leading nowheie, I at last decided to Older their lolcase 
and passed ordeis accordingly. 

“The Governor under instructions of the Governor General under Section 126(5) of 
the Government of India Act expiessed bis inahilitv to agiee to the issue of the oidors 
passed by me diiecting the release of political piis<»neis. In the ciicumstances, I 
have no choice but to resign. My colleagues and 1 aie accoidingly sending m oui 
resignation ” 

At Haripura a comprehensive resolution was passed on the Ministerial resignation 
in IT. P and Behar. (for resolution see pages 30')). 

On February 22, His Excelb'ncy the Viceroy issued (he following statement on tho 
situation created in U. P. and Behar 

“The In's^oiy of the difficulties which have arisen in the TTnifcd Provinces and 
Biliar ir connection with the release of prisoners, •Ic'^cnhed as political piisonois, 
is W’elt known In both provinces discussions legaiding the it lease of jinsorers in 
this class have for some time past been pioceeding ht‘t\\t‘en the Ministeis and the 
Goveinorr ; ami the Governors have tliioughout mad** it clear that tho\ were leadv 
and willing to examine individual cases and would not stand in tho w’av of their 
release unless cncumutancos weie cleaily such as to involve tlie icsponsibilitios laid 
upon them by tho Act. 

“The piinciple of individual examination was well estahlishf'd over many months 
in the provinces w’hore the ('longress is in power. It was equillv estahlishinl in 
other provinces and Mr Gandhi himself had proceeded on this basis m his leceiit 
discussions with the Government of Bengal. It was thus no new tlnng 

“Discussions legarding release after examinat oii of individual cases were still 
proceeding when, on February 14, a demand was tondeK'd by the Piemieis of B'har 
and the ITiiited Provinces foi the immediate gericial release of all ]uisoiiers classed 
as politieal in these two pi evinces 

‘In the case of Bihar tliat demand was lecoivel hv tho Govi>rnor at 1 p. m and 
called for action hv the Chief Recietary hv 4 p in th“ same dav. 

“In the case of the United Provinces the time limit set foi < ompliance was also 
brief to a dctrioiv In the case of Bihar, tho PrernuT niadi* it ch-ar tliat as a mattor 
of principle lie < ouhl not agiee to individual examination In the case of the Umtod 
Piovinces, after much discussion the Ministers made it clear that tlie lioluy of 
gradual and individual release would not satisfy (hom. 

“The pnsoneis in question are almost without cxcejition poisons convicted of vio- 
lence or of pieparation for specific acts of violences by the normal criminal couits. The 
nature of their offences has been indicated sufficiently in statemo ts issued by tlu^ 
Governois. Their record is sncli that individual examination was called foi, not mexeiy 
tor th(> leason I have given but in (he interest of public safety and that tho 

examination %vas equally essential in the inteiests of the maintenance of the 
sanctions of the law and of the authority and position of the couits. 

“In these circumstances, having regard to the lesponsihilitles which, under 
the constitution, aio jilaced upon the Governor-General, the Governors of tlie 

provinces, after consultation with tlieir Ministers, refeiicd for my instructions 
the advice which their Ministers had tendered. 

“Having regard to tho circumstances described above, to tbe essential 

necissity of considering the reaction on the adjoining jirovinccs of tho release 
of these pnsoiiois, and to tho fact that accofifanco of the piinciple that terrorist 
convicts should bo indiscriminately loleasod, witliout regard to individual 

considerations, would be highly dangerous and, m view of tho histoiy of terrorism 
in the past, couKl not fail to give an impetus to fresh ten orist oiganisatiqn in 
Bengal, can-ful consideration loft me no choice but to conclude that the issues 
involved were such that it was incumbent on me to issue insti actions to those 
Governois under the provisions of Section 126 of the Act. 
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“That section empowers the Governor-Genera! to issue orders to Governors 
of provinces as to the manner in which their executive authority is to be 
exercised for the purpose of preveutjn;^ any piave menace to the peace and 
tianquillity of India or of any part thereof. To acquiesce in the immediate 
indiscriminate release of prisoners with records of violent ciirne would have 
been to strike a blow at the root of law and oider in India ; dan^eiously 
till eaten fieaoe and good government , and run a grave iisk to peace and 
tianquillitv ; all the more so since this categorical demand took no account of 
the p(jssil>le reactions of certain releases on the position elsewhoie or of the 
leitoiated readiness of the Governors to examine individual cases. 

‘‘The Governors, on receipt of ray insti actions, informed tlieir Ministers that 
they could not accept their advice on this matter. The Ministers thoitapou 
tendeied their resignation*’ 

“The Govoinors conc«'rried and I, so far as I am concerned, have done our utmost 
over the last seven months to woik in harmonious ce-operation with the Contriess 
Ministries in both these provinces and all possible help has beiui lout to them. There 
had been no foundation over that perio I f>i any siiggfstion that it is the tiolicv or 
desiie of tlie Oovernor-fiomM'al or the Governois to impe.ie ot mteifeif' with the legiti- 
mate activities of tlieso Ministiies or to take anv sten the necf^s^'tv for uhich was 
not imposed upon them by the teims of the Act. That is equally tiuo to-dav. 

“T have made it clear that, in issuing the instructions I did, T had no hesitation 
in feehng that a grave meuace to the basis of law and older and so to the peace a id 
tiaTiquillity of India would have been involved in the acceptance by Governors of 
(Umi inds of such au onlei pn'sented to tln*m in such a manner. 

“As H*mnK the jiarticular issue of the release of prisoners, so far as the Oovor- 
110? s aie eoticerncd, theie is no going back on the policy of a readiness to evamiuo 
in lividuii cases. Tiie Givornois lemain ready to agree to releasi* after examination 
vheie no und le nsk in tle’ir own piovinco or in anv othei province is involveil. 
'riieie IS no improfirietv, ulritevor mav bo suggested to tbo cont aiv, m th.ur requit- 
ing such individual examination or in their declining wiihoiit it, to accept the advice 
of then Ministeis The Ministeis are le^'ponsihlo f'o law and oidei But they are 
so r»‘spotisible under the A(‘t, subject to the lesponsibility of Governois to ensuie the 
peace and tranquillity of tlieir own provinces and the Governois are hound tfi have 
HI mind the conesponding i esponsihility that falls on the Governor-General for the 
peace .tud ti arir|mllity of India oi anv part theieof. Neither the GoVLUnor no? tlio 
rio\tu no? -General will musIi to see his lesponsihilit v atta-dc-Ml but, as I made edear iii 
nil me-.s>ge of last dune, wlicro that responsihiJiry is in faet attac'kt^d neithtu* the 
(JoV'Uiior nor the G >veruot -Geneial can shrink from dischatging it. 

“Finally, and this I wish particularly to emphasise, there is no foundation for the 
suggestion that the action whieh I have taken is dictated by a desire to undermine 
the position of tlio Congress Ministries The lecoid of the last seven months should 
have made it abuiulaiillv cieai that the (Tovernois and I myself arc only too anxious 
to lend all the assistance that wo projieily can within the frame woi'k of the Act to 
any Ministrv in [rower in a province. Neither the Governor nor the Govei nor-Geni'ral 
has am <lesire to interfeie, or any intention of inteifering, with the legitimate 
policy of Gongress ni any other Govei nment. Tlie action taken in tlie present case his 
been designed to safeguaid the [leaco and tranquillity of India and incidentally to up- 
hold the sanction of the law and the orderly functioning of the constitutional machine. 

“That action le.aves it 0[)en to the Ministeis, in consultation with the Governors, 
to [luisue a pointy of tin' lelease of pri.sonois and they need anticipate no difficulty 
now, any m'U'o than m the past, in soeuimg the fiioudly and ready co-opeiatiou of 
t)i(> governors in individual examination. 

“I am glad to think that in no quaitor is there raaoifost any disfrosition to extend 
the aiea of difficulty beyond the limits of tho position winch I have described and 
it is rny sinceio and earnest ho[to that it ma} shortly he possinle to letuin to nor- 
inalitv and that, in the two piovinces most conoeiiied, the Mmisteis, in disoussioa 
\Mth the Governors may find themselves able to lOBumo their interrupted labouis.” 

Gandhiji'ft Reply 

In reply to tho Viceroy’s statement Gandhi ji issued the following communication 
to the pi ess from Waidha 

“J have read the Oovernor-Generars statement with the respect and attention it 
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deserves. I had hoped that it would give some satisfaction as was given, at least 
to me and, if T may sav so, to a largo number of Congressmon, whoa he made a 
pionounccment upon the ("ongioss <h'mand for oeitain assuianoes as a condition pre- 
cedent to acceptance of ministerial responsibility by the Congress members of the 
piovincial legislatures It leads like a special pleading unworthy of a personage 
possessing unheard of poweis. 

“No one has questioned the propriety of examining the cases of prisoners to be 
discharged but what I havo* questioned and tlic Congress most emiiliaticallv questions 
is the piopiiety of sucli examination by tlie piovineial Governors in firovinoes sail to 
he enjoying complete provincial autonorav. The duty and right of examination belong 
solely to the responsible Mimsteis as 1 undoistand the tTOvoinment of India Act and 
the convention in the responsihlv governed Colonics 

“The Governois’ duty and tight are to advise then Ministers on questions of broad 
policy and wain tlu'm of the danger in their exeioise of certain powers hut, having 
'done so, to leave then Mniistois fiee to exetcise their niifelteied judgment. If sueh 
weie not tlie luise resjionsihihtv would become a peif(*otIv meaningless teim and the 
Ministeis re'^ponsible to ilieii tdeetois would have as their shire nothing but odium 
and disgrace if their i I'spons'hility liad to he shared with the Goveinois in the duly 
adm nistiation of affans bv law enti listed to them. 

“It is hnrdlv giaceful foi His Excellency to quote against the poor Mmisteis their 
non-exeicise of then uridouhted powers to pri'vent the Governors fiom examining 
indiviaual cases Tlo‘ Congiess resolution des-uibes then foiheaiauce as exempl.iiy 
patience. I \vou!<i ventuie to add that pioh.thly it was also the inexpeneuco of the 
Ministers who weie totally new to their task. 

“I am afiaid, tliondonx tliat unless this ciueial question is decide! in favour of 
flic minssteis it wmII be difficult foi them to shouldei the giave lesponsibility that the 
•Congi"'>s Ills ] ermiTted them to taKe over. 

“I am chid His ExeoIIenoy has diawm i>uh,ie att»*ntion to the m dhod T alopted in 
Heijgal. He might have uot'ed also the diff-uence between Hengal on the on»i hand 
and tlie V and Bihai on tlie othei In Hengal I w'as dealing with a Govennnent 
whieli was not bound hv the Congress manifesto in anv shape oi form The Ministeis 
theie. iigiitiv or wuonglv, w'ould not listen to w’holesalo disohaige of convicted pii- 
soneis I WMs treading upon veiv delicate ground in pursuaiu e of my promise to the 
pnsoueis. Mv motive wuis puielv humanitarian and the onlv w’eapoii tliat I had at 
mv disp *sal was an apjieal to the humanitv of tlu* Bengal Ministeis and 1 am glad 
to be abh' to tt'stifv that T was not sjicaking to heaits of stoiu* 

“llie situaLou ip the U T\ and Bihai is t'dally dilfeieiit. Tlu‘ MinistiU’s there aio 
bound h\ ihe ininitesio winch gave them virteiN ,it the poll-, TIu*\ had not oinv 
ex.nniued iIk' (‘as'‘S of all pusoneis whoso itdea^o they were so- king hut, bfing fullv 
•awMie nf ill. Ml 1 espon-^ibilit V for the due pieservatiou of ]i‘'a'‘e in lieui pioviiieos, 
they had jiers'onaily secuiod assuranees from tlio prisonois in question that tlK laftei 
no longej b(>lieved in the cult of violence. 

One thing in His Expediency’s statement gives me tlio hope that the impending 
niisis might he pieveuted Ht' lias still left tiie dooi open foi nogotiaiious hilwci. 
the riovrinois and the Ministeis. 

“I iPcognist3 that the notices were sudden bei'ause in the natiin' of tilings they 
had to he s . Ml pailies have now had ample time foi considciing tin* situation. In 
my Opinion, the nisis can he avoilel if the Goveinois are h'ft hre to give an 
nsMiianeo tliat then examination of the cases was not intended to he a usurpation of 
the poviu of th'e Ministers an 1 liiat since the latter had aimed thcmsulvos woth assu- 
lances fiom the piisoniws tliey weie free to leleaso them on their own respon-iibihty 
and T hope that the Working Gommiltee will leave the .Ministeis fiee, if they are 
summoned In the (tovernors, to judge for themselves wdiother they are satisfied by 
the assuiances they may receive. 

‘■‘One tiling I must say in connection with the exercise hv llis Excellency of 
Ins powuus under Section 126 (5) m the light of his argument justifying the use 
of Suh-sectiori of Section 120 I have rt^ad the w^hole of it It is entitled 
“(Vintiol of Federation over the Provinces iii corfain oases.” Unless the Sub- 
.seonons have no connection with one another and aro to be read independently 
of one .mother my reading is that in the present case the exercise of powers 
under Suh-Section 5 of Section 126 is a manifest misapplication. Hut hero I am 
treading on dangerous giound. Lot lawyers decide the point. My purfiose m making 
this Jong statement is to assist in the peaceful solution of the ciisis that has suddenly 
appealed.” 
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U. P. Premier’s Statement 

As soon as the Premier of U. P. reached Lucknow ho was called by llio Governor. 
After two interviews on 23 and 24 Fob., 1038 the following joint statement was 
issued by the Governor and Shri Oovind Ballabh Pant : — 

“Wo have had a full discussion between ourselves about the present situation and 
recent developments. Wo have ai rived at agreed conclusions, and the Hon’ble Minis- 
ters are accoidingly resuming their duties 

“The cases of ceitain prisoners classified as political have been individually exa- 
mined, and the Governor will bo soon issuing orders, on the advice t.-ndeicd to him 
by his Ministeis, to remit, under Section 401 of the Code of Cnminal Piocedure, the 
uhexpired portion of the sentence in each case and to outer their release. The cases 
of the remaining prisoners aie being individually examined by the Minister concerned 
and approfiriate orders will be similarly passed theieon within a ‘•boil timi* 

“We have had also a long discussion on the mutual relations between the 
Governor and the Ministeis We discussed the iccent statement of II E. the Vico- 
roy along with the views of Mahatma Gandhi on it and also tlie ic'^oUition passed at 
Haripuia about the resignations of Mmistois and the pi evioiis statement made by 
11. E. the Viceiov last siimmei There is no reason to fear any usui]>arion of or 
interfeienee with the logitimate functions of the responsible Ministeis. Wo aio 
bothdesiious of maintaining healthy conventions and with goodwill on loth sides w^o 
hope that w^e will succeed.” 

Dihar Premier's .^t\temi:nt 

Hibu Sn Knahna Sinhn rcivdiel Patna on the ^Oih. Iramcd atelv he had an 
Uiteiview with tlie Goveinor of Hchai and the follow ing joint statement was i->s-nd — 

• “We have discussed at the eailiesl possible f’i»portniiity the situation aiising 
out (>f th(' (pu'^tion of the leleasc (>f those prisoners, who bad been classifitMi as 
“F*oliti(:ar’ We have atrive<l at an agioenierit in ihe matfoi and thus the 
Hoidble tin' Prime Ministi-r ai.d liis colleaeins have lesuracd their duties. 

“The Ilori'ble Prime Ministiu' has considerei mau idiiallv tlic cases of certain 
prisoners classified as “Political’. And in a'HOidance w'lth tlie advice tendeied 
bv him a=i a lesult ot this examination H. E the Gosernoi is issuing eiders 
diiocting the udeasi- of those pnsoneis anJ cancsdlatioii of the une\pned noition of 
their siuitences The cases of the umainu.g political piisoneis aio also being 
examined by the Piime Minister and oideis in logaid them wull be usued in a shoit 
time. 

“W(' have also discussed the mutual icbPion fi tic Govenu^r and the Ministers, 
in paiticulaf, in the light of the statements made hv His Excellenev the (hjveinoi- 
Geneial and ’Maliatma Gandhi on the inesent situation am) the lecent develonment as 
well as tin* resolution of the Indian National Coiigiess. Indd at Ilaiipuia We leoog- 
niso tlie desiiahilitv of estah'ishing a healthv concent. on and woikiiig hi the piomo- 
tiori of the good of the pioMiice , there is no leason that in this piovmce theie will 
bo anv usu![uition of or inteiferenee with the le'^pective functions of the responsible 
ministers.” 

Thus ended the Ministeiial oiisis in ll P. and Behar. 


CIRCULAR TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEES 

The following circular to the Provincial Congress Committees was issued by Sj. 

J. B. Krtpaltm on the 5th March 1938 

Now that the Congiess is over it will not bo out of jdace for me to draw your 
attention to the significanee of tho Session and some of its important resolutions. Tn 
the light of the resolutions passed, we have to legr.iate our activities throughout 
the year. Of course the woik ihat has been going on must bo kopt up and intensified. 

Last year wo increased our membership five-fold. We also extensively organised 
village, ward and other primary committc'cs. Pi ogress made in this direction must 
bo kept up and extended. U.sually tho woik of eni oiling members is relegated to 
the last few months. If our effoit is extended evenly thioughout the vear we wi'l 
achieve better results. Mav T therefore suggest that the woik of enrolling Congiess 
members and organising local Committees be taken up immediattdy V 

The Haiipura Session has shown us that the organising capacity of tho country 
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is not negligible. In tliree months’ time on a barren spot sprang up a city covering 
an area of three miles with perfect lighting, water, sanitary and other modern 
arrangements. This huge nrganisition was possible because of the united effort of 
Oujrat. If a comparatively small province could achieve so mucli in such a short 
time the possibilities for bigger pioviiicos aie greater But orgnnisation is possible 
only with unity, discipline and curbing of inoidiuate individual ambition. Tliereforo 
whatever our differences wo must close up our ranks aud co-ordinato our effoits. 
Wo must foiget the little things about which we differ and concentrate ujion the 
main problem of foreign rule with its consequent unemployment and poveity, about 
which we are all agiccd. 

The most important resolution of the Session was on Fedmation, Tlie Congress 
while not oppossed to the idea is oppossod to th»' s<'herne sought to be imposed by 
an alien authority. Apart fiom this them is a twofold objection to the Scheme, (1) 
11 exclude from the spheio of lesponsibility vital functions of government .such as de- 
fence, foreign relations and tho major portion of the finances, (J) The proposed 
sclieme seeks to unite in unholv wedlock nominees (»f the aurocratic luler of Indian 
States and the demociatioallv elected i epn'seiitatives of the peojde in Biitisli India. 
The CongrO'^s theiefoie while reiteiating its con lerniiation and leji'dicn of tlio Feder- 
al scheme, '‘calls upon the piovincial and lot.al committec.s and the people geueiaily 
as well as tlie provincial governments and ministiies to picvtmt its iiiauLMiratioii. 
In tho event an atterajit being mad.' to impose it d^'spito the declaied will of tho 
peoi'le. such an attempt must bt' combated m evciy wav, and tlie j»i('vincial govern- 
ments and minis'iies must lefusc to co-opeiate \\ith it’’ Jf we aii' to give iffeet 
to this resolution we must educate the public and boai d( ast the dangeis of tlie pio- 
posed Fedeiation and piefiaie the countiy foi am omeig.mcy that may aiise. 

Though the Miuisteiial ciisis m U P. and Rdiar has en.leil iii the vindication of 
the Congiess viewpoint, it lias shown us that that W’e may not test secute and must 
evcj keep teady and vigilant In tho woids of tho resolution ‘Mlie j)eople of India 
should be alive* that theio can be no true fioedom fui the couiifiy so long as this 
Act is not ended and a new' Constitution fiamed by a Constituent Assemldy eiccti'd 
on tho basis of adult franchise takes its place. The aim of all Congiessmen whetliei 
in ofRce or out of office, m Icgislatuus oi out of legislatures, cm only bo to reach 
that goal even though it may mean, as it often must mean, saeiifice oi many a piesent 
advantage, however beneficial and woithy it may bo foi the time being.” 

The llaiipiira Congress also clearly fotmulatcd oui foreign p dic\ and our attitude 
to impel lalist war and w’ar in geneial. The resolution says • “Tho people of India 
desire to li\e in peace and friendship with tlicir nei' h hours and with all otlu'i* 
countiics and for tins joirpose wish to remove all causes of conllict I etw’ecn them 
Striving for llu'ir own fieedorn and independence as a nation fliey dcsiie ta 
lespect the freedom of otheis, aud to build up Ihcdr stieiigth on the lasis 
of international co-opeiation and goodwill. Such co-oj.ei ation must bo f )und m a 
W'Oild Older and a free India will gladly associate itself with such an onu'r and 
stand for disairaament and collective socuiity. But woild co-opeiation is ]mj)OSoh'e 
of achievement so long as tho roots ot international conllict remain and one natiori 
dominates ovei another and impeiiali'^ra holds sway. In order therefoie to establish 
world peace on an eudiiimg basis imperialism and exploitation of one people by 
another must end,” 

The resolution also conJomns the recent British p(ilify wliidi ‘lias f’onsisti nt!y 
snj)j)Oited the Fascist powers in (lermany, Spam and tlie Fat East, and must tlieie- 
fore laig‘'ly shoulder tlie responsibility for the progressive uetei loration of the woild 
situation”." The resolution emphaticaliy lays down that ‘‘India can he no party to an 
imperialist wai and will not permit lier man power and lesouices to be e.xploited in 
the interests of British Imperialism. Nor can India join any war without tlie express 
consent of her people. Tho Congress therefore entirely disapproves of war prepara- 
tions being made in India and largo scale manoeuvres and air raid precautions by 
which it lias been sought to spi'cad an atmospheie of appioaching w’ar iii India”. 

It is necessary tliat this clear exposition of our policy towards other natjon.s, towards 
the stTugglmg forces woiking foi international co-opeiation, goodwill, and collective 
security and disairaament, towards imperialist wars and tow'aids wai maiKcuvcrs aud 
air raid precautions, be widely made known to our people aud the countiy be jire- 
pared to lesist any effort to* involve it in a war designed to safegurd or advance 
British imperialist interests. 

The Congress has again reiterated its condemnation of Japanese aggression and its 
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R5'mpathy of China In iior hour of tiial an<l oallod for a voluntary boycott of Japanese 
f^ooJs. Tlio last will need poisonal evarnplo and quiet ni'Opa^^anda. The matin lal 
siir;(‘oss of our ofTorts may ho small hut its moral off»M;ts will ho ^roat and far-roachiri'^. 

Our efforts on hohalf of oiu oountrvmeu in Zan/ih.ir are having; some idfoci. But 
tlu'v must continue Tiio ()on;»r«‘ss thonJoio has advised that the boycott of Zanzibar 
cloves must he kept up and intensified. 

I wouhl also diaw youi attention to resolution on National Education. Village 
woikms aiul organisers sliould give thought to tlio Wardha Seheme. Given necessary 
Z(*al and oigarnsing capacity the schemo can be suo(n‘ssfu]ly worked It will solve 
the question of our almost niiivmsal illiteiaoy. I)i, Zakir flusain TiUd Shn Arya- 
luniakatn wull always ho leadv to advice, guide and Imlp. 

T!i( 3 fiist meeting of the new Working Committee passed an impoitant lo^olntion 
about the eneouiag ‘merit of khadi cmtifiod l»y the iSpinnois’ Asso<;i«itiori. No khadi 
is eeitificd hy the Association unless lii its rnariufactiii e a livu'd minimum wage iias 
heeu paid to tlie Spinner. This is a revolutionary st>*p takiui In the only industry 
wliK'li the n.itinn ('ompietidy (ontiols ( ’ongressmen and ("Jongress oiganisations 
should realise tlio rospoushiilitv eU'.t on ih ;m to rn iko tie" pine*ip!t> of minimum 
wage a sueec'.s. To pationiso in<liscr iminatel v all khadi would cut at the loot of the 
piiiieiplu which wo w’lsh to impose on all iiidustiioH jmblicly or privatol> owned. 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Calcutta — April 1-0, l39^ 

\ meeting of tlie Woiking Cornmittoo was hold at Calcutta from Apiil 1 to 0, 1038. 

f^hn h(ui({7 a /-o.se jut'seh'd 

Tilt" memhcis picsent \\(‘ie* ^fnula*7n Ahul Kalam AzufJ, Shris Jaiiutharlnl 
AV/i;u, \’<tll<i(thhli(n I'aftk lui a Cmsady Javnialal 1 ajuj, Jinrufifihi^ Doulat- 
nnn, Ithulahhai Dtsat, nuiat Cliafidta lumc. Hart' Kn.shna Mchlah and J It 
Kj tpalaui. 


f. Minutes 

Tho minutes of the last two meidings liel I at ITaiipuia dining tho C'oiigicss 8eS’ 
sioii already ciiculatod weio coidnmed. 

2 Time-Table 

The Coramltteo afipioved of the following tirne-tahh' liKiiv'' the tlnril dato for tho 
rniolment of jinmarv nT'mli'MS, an I ilio dato-i f^r vanous eh'itioii'. in eounecliou with 
the nest se.ssion of tlio C'Uigii'ss : 

1 (Vujgros.s to meet Last tterk of Fitauary lUd) 

3. Annouiict'meiit of I’l esid.un’s rleoiiou — /-V/; /P »’0, 

3. Meeting of dt legate-i to e'ect tlie 1‘iesnleat and merahcMS of the A. I C C. — 
January Jinu. 

4 riesidontial nominations upto — Javuary C* UK 

T). Kler turn of delegates— Junuary .S\ /p;p. 

C t^st dato of oiiiolnioiit of piimary inemboi s— Oc/fiher 

3. Absence of Urdu Posters and Provision for Non-Vegetarian Diet at Haripura 

Afaulana Ahul Kalam A-:a<i <lii‘W the atteniioii of tin" Cemmitlee to the complaints 
made in tlio Gidii piess al-ont tlu'se matteis. Shil Vallahhhhai I atcl said that tho 
complaints in the IJidu pit'ss wnjie unju'-.tilied and that theie wen* Gidu {lo-'leis at 
all ilie piincipal places mid that tlicic wcio hotels supplNing mm-vegetanau diet at 
Ifaiipura. 

4. Behari-Bengali Controversy 

Tho Cornmittoo dlseu.ssed the r{uestion in the light of facts ko|»t beforo tliom by 
Shri Kajendra I*jasad and passed tho followdug losolutioii : 

“Consideiod loprosontation on behalf of (he domiciled Bengali commiiuitv In Behar 
and rosolvod that tfio matter bo lofeiied to Khii Kajundra Piasad and ho bo roipiost- 
ed to deal with it.” 

40 



^14 


THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 


f rALCTTTTA— 


5. Dry Fruit Merchants* Representation 

The following resolution was passed ; 

•‘Conslderod the reprosontatlon of the dry fnilt moro.hnnts from the Noith- 
West Frontier Province. The Committee anprociato tho diflicultlos of the Fiontuu’ 
merchants and have full sympathy witli them. Tho (Committee arc of tho opinion 
that the difficulty can boat ho solved by friendly negotiations carried on with tho 
Afghan Consul In India apd If need bo with tho authorities in Kabul. Tlio (’ommitteo 
request Maulana Ahul Kalam Axad to Interest himself in ^this matter and catiy on 
tho noce88ary;negotiatIon.” 

6. Recently released Detenus and Political Prisoners in Bengal 

“Resolved that tho recently released detenus and political prisoneis In Tlongal bo 
allowed when enrolled as primary members to contest seats on Congiess Committees 
and in by-eloctions without being on tho mcmborsliip rolls for throe months as pro- 
vided for In tho Constitution.” 

7. Congress Affairs In the Punjab 

“Resolved that as Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad is unable to proceed to tiin 
Punjab in tho near future for reasons of health, ^hri Jairamdas haulntram l>e 
requested to go there In his place and with tho power the committee had given to 
Moulaua Sahob by Its resolution of Kobiuary 22, 1038 passed at llaiipura. 

8 N. W. F. P. Oaganiiation 

The following resolution was passed : 

“In view of Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad being unable* to visit N W. F. Province 
owing to ilMioulth, the Woilrlng (’ommlttee ic(pi(*st Shii J^itramdas Doulatram to go 
to that province to confer with tho Congress worktTS tlieie and to advise them at'out 
thtdr future work and organisational activities. Shrl Jaiiamdas will have autlioiity 
to make such changes in the present oiganisation as ho may consider necessary and 
desirable so to make tho organisation more efficient. 

9. Apportionment of Expenditure between C. P. and Behar 

A sub-committee consisting of Shrls Vallahhbhai Patcl^ Jairamdas Drndafram 
and Bhulabhat Desai was appointed to go into tho matter with 8liris VM. H. Aiiey 
and Ram Rao DeshtnuKh representing lierar and 8hris Ravt Shankn Shulcla and 
Ihvarka Prasad Mtsra rej)ieseotmg tho O P. Tlio iSiib Commltteo cotifoned wiHi 
them. It was decided that a member of tho Woiking Committee sliould bo deputi'd 
to go to C. P. and look into the matter of allotment of n'veiiiu'S as hotwoen C. I’, 
and Berar. Shrl Vallahhbhai was requested by tho Woiking Comrnlttoo to go to 
C. P. and bring about the necessary adjustment. 

10 Foreign Affairs Snb'Committee 

The following resolution was passed 

“In view of the critical international situation and the possibilities of crises 
which must involve India’s Intciests, Foieigii Affairs Committee consisting of the 
Piesidont, tho General Secretary an<l Jauxiharlal Ntdirif be a)tpointed This Comniiitt'o 
will keep in touch with tho Intoniatloual situation and advice the Woiking Committi»e 
tlioroon and will take such stops as it may doom neces^aiy to ranko cleai to tho 
people of foreign countries the Congress view' point and policy In regaid to lnh‘rna- 
tional affairs, as contained In the Ilailpura Congress resolution on foioign jiollcy and 
other resolutions.” 


11. Foreign Companies in India 

The following resolution was passed : 

“The Working Commlttoe view with grave concern tho rapid increase In tho 
number of companies owned and managed bv foreign nationals and describing them- 
selves with designations such as ‘-India Ltd.’’ or similar words In tlu* Iinj)e or with 
the object of being regarded as genuine Indian concerns. Tlio e.stablisliment of these 
companies has tho effect of robbing India of such advantage or benefit as Is expected 
from the policy of discriminating jirotectlon which has been pursiiod by the Govoru- 
ment of India for the development and growth of Indian industiles. 
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The ConKFcsfl has always oppofiod the now Constitution not only because It Is a 
negation of political fioodom but also bocauso of the inclusion In the Constitution Act 
of provisions desciHxMl as safeguaids against disci imlnation. The Working Committee 
are of opinion that those provisions aro not in the Interests of India but are intended 
and calculated to preserve to foreign nationals and particularly British capitalists the 
exploitation of tlie natural wealth and resources of this country. The Working 
("ornraittoe malutain that India has the right to discriminate, if that word must be 
used, against non-national interests, whenever and wherever the interests of India 
demand or require it. 

The Working Committee have no objection to the use of foreign capital or to the 
employment of foreign talent when such are not available in India or when India 
needs them but on condition that such oapital and such talent are under the control, 
diicctlori and management of Indians and aro used In the interests of India. 

The Working Committee are further of opinion and declare that no concern can or 
shall bo regarded as Bwadeshl unless Its control, direction and management are in 
Indian hands. The Working Committee would prefer, to delay the further develop- 
ment of Indian industries if it can only result In the dumping of foreign Industrial 
concerns who would exploit the natural resources of India. The Working Committee 
therefore hold that the development of India’s resouicos should be achieved by build- 
ing up industiios under the control, direction and management of Indians which Is 
essential for India’s economic Independence.” 

12. Disqualification of the Subjects of Indian States 

The following resolution was passed; 

“Considered the representation of tho All India Marwari Federation. In the opinion 
of the Working Committee all the disqnahficatious in tho way of Government service 
and franchise affecting Btate subjectsMQ the provinces should be removed. Tho Con- 
gioss Governments bo requested to take such stuns as may be necessary to have this 
done under Section 262 of the Government of India Act.” 

IS. Release of two Non -Provincial Prisoners in the C. P. 

In this coniioction the committee coiifoired tho Piemier Dr. Khare and Mr. 

Yusuf Shdnef and thiee other Ministers of C. P. who hajqionod to be at Calcutta 
at the time and passed tho following resolution : 

“Tho Working Committee have taken note of the crisis that has arisen in C. P. 
in connection with tlio exercise of clomeny by tho Minister of justice in resnoct of 
a piisoner wlio was convinced foi tho offence of committing ra]) 0 . Tho Working 
C/Oinmitioo have seen some of tlie C. P. Ministers in the matter. In tho course of 
the pioceodiiigs of the meeting of tho O. P. Congress Parliamentary Party, the 
Minister concerned expressed his regret and offered his rnsignation. Tho Working 
Committee take- note of the fact tliat the Ministers and the C P. Congress I’arliamcntary 
Party aro satisfied vrith the apology tho Minister* has tendered in that, not realising 
the gravity of tlie case ho was dealing with, he did not share with his colleagues the 
responsibility of his action. In tho opinion of tho Working Committee, In order to 
aiiivo fat a just decision, tho real question to bo coriBldored iis whether the 
Minister committed a grave error of judgment amounting to a miscarriage of justice. 
If he did, then the resignation was the only proper course In the interest of justice, 
puiity of administration and honour of womanhood. If, on the other hand, there Is 
no miscarriage of justice, there Is no need for resignation nor possibly for apology. 
The Working Committee have not sufficient material before them for coming to a 
decision on merits, and they are reluctant to pass judgment straightway on a matter 
requiiing special and close investigation. 

In the course of the proceedings of tho W^orkiug Committee another case of 
clemency in respect of a prisoner who had been guilty of insurance fraud was also 
bi ought to light. Before coming to a decision tho Working Committee have thought 
it necessary to Invite a reputed lawyer to examine both tho cases, and advice the 
Working committee as to whether, there has been a grave error of judgment amoun- 
ting to a miscarriage of justice. 

The Woiking Committee appeal to the public to await their final decision In the 
confidence that it will be given without foar or favour. The Working Committee 
appeal to tho public and tho press not to give the case communal chaiaoter and 
assure women who aro rightly agitated over the case that tho Committee hold the 
honour of womanhood no loss dear than they.’* 
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14. Acting Governorship in Orissa 

The following resolution was jiassed : 

The Working Commifloe havo learnt wiili snipii.se that an ofTioial of Ihe Orissa 
service suhoidinate to the Ministeis lias he(Mi appoinlii'l to act as (iovonior in the 
absenoo on hnive of the ]iiosont incumbent. Sindi as appointment is highly uii'lesirablu 
and is in contravention of the usual convention piev.iiimg in othoi (Miiintiics. It is 
difficult for Ministeis to act as ministers to those who have been thou suboidinates 
and wlio might hove fallen into di.slavoni with them 'I'iie Woiking Committee niniei- 
stand that the Oiissa Ministers have lodg(‘d then piolesl against tti ^ ajtpoinlinent 
and exfucssed tlieir stiong disagicement with it Tlie Conimitlec invite the (ioveinoi 
Geneial oi tin' Sccietaiy of Slate as the (;ase may h<‘, to levi'^o Ihe appointment The 
Woiking Committee suggest tlio adoption of the lecognised coiivonlioii of appuiiiiing 
Chief Justices us Acting Govornois.’* 

CLOVE BOYCOTT DAY 

The following Circular was issued to all Coiigiess Committoes hy S| J ft. 
Kripalam on the 15th April 1938 

Shrt Valla'>hbhai Palely the Chaliman of Ihe Chtve Boycott (^nmmlttee, lias issued 
an appeal to strengtlien the boycott of clove fiom Zio' lui The b tyeotl was dis ided 
ii|>on by t’lo Congit'ss when ail offoits to gel pi .me fo' em < ounli \ mi'ii long settled 
in Zanzibai and c.'iriving on the clove liado, f.nlel We h iv(‘ no N.ilion.ii (lovein 
mont to enforce tlie eMilusion of cloves hy legisUfion We h.ivi' to ndy entiiolv upon 
the .solf-saen(u e of oui people and then williric ani vtiluuttiiy ohudience icndeied 
to tbe diu'ctions of the national org.ini.sation. 

AVliat ha.s iicen done so far is splendid, r.ut it is not enough. The boycott lias 
lieen clueily confined to^mei chants The hands of the meirhaids neiul to he stiength- 
I'ned by the genera! consume! If the puhlic lefiain foi a while fjoni puichasiug 
cloves, the merchants will lack the inducement to hieak the hovcott Afloi all cloves 
aie not a necessity of life Tliey aie a dispeiisahle huiiiv. Jf to pioti'ct oui conntiv- 
men aboard fiom tiijuiy and ass»*it oni national solf-rcspcct, wo ndiaiii flio 

j'UKaso of (loves foi soini'iime if will he no cieat sai.nliee 

Ail f.'ougioss and other national oiganis.itmns musl ilu'iefoie ii'spond to ihe appeal 
of the Chan man of the Clove Bovcotl Committee, 'lliev must oiganiso pioci'ssions 
and meetings throughout the couutiv an Sunday A pul t’/, and odutitto puhliii opinion 
ahont the (dijects of the hovcott I'lloits should b ' m.ile to cet the ('Mstiiic stocks 
with the moicliunfs sealed up To-d.iv, it is not tin' intciost of tie' Indian men bants 
in Zanzihai alone, Unit is at stake. It Is mn honom and the w-ud (T the (’oic.iess 
We must make it plain to all that In spite of Js)nu<;ii Goveimm'iit, indifleieid 
to Indian irifeiesfs inside and outside the countiv, the will of tiiO nation c...i forgo 
pcaci'ful and non- violent jet elfectivo sanctions to saleguaiJ oiii jissl and logit i- 
mate rights. 

1 have no doubt that you will make the Bojeott Day a great success. 

NOTES 

1. The Congress Party in the Central Legislature at Work 

Tho Budget Session of tlio Central Ijogislatuii' opened w'lih an adjeiirnmont motion 
horn the Congress I*artv to eiisuie the official policy of mi'clianisation of the Hiiti.sli 
section of tfie Indian Army. Five British regiments would he raechanisc'd at the 
total cost of Us. IiiL.h(X),()()0 of which Biifish (hivoi iirnent would pay no moie th.in 
Us, 8(XK),(.X)D and the lest, iiarnoly, ICs. lJ,500,tXK) would ho paid by Imlia The policy 
is grossly unfair in that, the Ihitisli units of tho fniliaii aimy aio to be mecliaiiised 
with Indian money and Imliaii regiments oxcliided from it. 

Shri S7ii)tak(is(i moved a lesolutioii urgnng the Cuvornmout to take efToctive step.s 
to impose on all iiidustiios which are or wliicli may bo in lecoipt of aid oi subsidy 
from tlie Central Governmont such conditions as may secure (1) the employ nioiit of 
not less tliari a sfiocined jnopoition of Indians In both higher and other grades and 
(2) adequate wuigcs and fair tioatraont of Indians employed by them. 'I'lio Resolution 
was adopted. The Jnsuraiico bill of the Law Mumher wuis passed by the House 
with six conccatiatod ameadmi^uts moved by the Ceugre&s party aud other 
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0))pO'>itioa groups. Mr. •Galgil’a resolution urging association of elected momlieis 
of tlic Oentral legisluture with the Indian at my was passed with the addition 
of the following proviso moved by Sliri yl.vo/ Alt. “iMovidcd the fnnidions of the 
said Corarnitteo shall mclndo tendering advioe to * the (Jovei noi-Oeneral in Council 
on such matters as he rn.iv refer to the Committee fiorn time to time with particnlai 
udoriMice to (I) sending Indian Tioops ontsid«i India (U) new proposals involving 
additional expeudituies and (d) ludianisatiou of the aimy. 

On Fohrnai y 1st, Fiiiirice Member, Sii .htnh's Qriqtf pn'sonted the Central Hud- 
get. This was hj he followed by a genoia! discussion, wlnm th‘^ dis<;lo>>ure , of a sinister 
m ive on the part of the Vdinmistration piovfd a signal for di.irnatic sr,eMi's both in the 
Central Assembly and tke (’ouncil of State When thi» Le^isl.itive Assionhlv met to take 
Ilf) the giMieial diibate on the budget, Shii Bh al>ihhut /A-s-ut, Leadei of the Ojtposition, 
made a statement in the couise of which he made it cleai that the Clongress fiaity, 
Independents, Congiess Nationalists and Dmnociats hud agreed to take no pail in the 
gerioi*al dis( ussioii of the Imdget and as and when demands for grants were mo veil ttn\y 
proposed without speeidi to defeat them. Tins de)Msioii, he said, was taken in oidi?i to 
protest against the Government’s action in breaking a salutaiy convention winch had 
b(*en followed ever since the year 1921 of allowing the house to express itself hy a 
tliioot vote' oil the policy of th<3 (iovornment und»*r two lieads “ Defence” ami ‘‘External 
Affairs” The Fm.inco member in ins reply said tliat nndei the New Act it was 
maridatoiy to exclude “Defence” and “Evtiunal AITans” fiom the vote of the Assern- 
l>l\. When Sir James moved the Inst dornaii<l under the head ('’ustonis, the Opposi- 
tion rnemixMN without moving any cut motion ediillenged a division. The demand was 
defeatiid hv ()l votes to 40. A similar fate was shared by othio di'mands moved by 
tiui Finaueo Member. Over 7t) items tliat usuallv occupv a wliole foitnight were 
tlnown out NMtlim a dav and a half. The refected demands were however restored 
I'V ffie (lovei no? Joner al Tho Assembly answnned by tin owing out the finance bill 
'Tlie house ii'jected by GS votes to 43 the lecommeinled (niance bill also. The Council 
of State staged a mom dramatic protect against tins arlutrarv cuitailment of a clicii- 
sbod right, w’lieii all membtus ot tlio piogiossive and Congress gioups W'alked out of 
I ho chamber as Sii A. P. Valio got up to irnliate a geneial discussion on the Budget. 

The Gover noi -(ieneiai (li‘-allow'ed Mi, AhJnl (Janjum's H'solutinn inging the < to - 
veiiniient of India to stop bombing of the tnbal areas in the N W. K Province. 
'I'hti (lovi'riioi -tieiioi al also disallowctl Pittilit K. K Muluritja's adjoinnmmt 

motion rtgrarding' aliogod assault by British soldnus on a 'taxi dn\ei in Delnadun. 
'I'lio Motor Vnlncles bill (ofliciai) was stiemiously opposetl on the gi'oinui tliat it 
sought to lufmo the motor industiy in order to biuieiit the Kailvvays. d'ho 
apiioiiilmeiit of the Income-tax advivir w'as criticised in the coin so <>f the debate 
CM a cut moved by Sim A. CUctliir. Tlio cut w’as [lassed by 4S voles to 4r). 

The supplemental V giant toi coronation eelebiations In India was ofiposed by 
Prof. Rawfa and Ahdul Qatijum of the Congiess fiaitv wdio characterised it as 
ciiininal wnaste. Ofijiosition to the coiitiiiuanco of Andaman Island as a fierial 
seiiloment w'as voiced in the course of the dciiato on Siijiplementary grants. 
J’he practice of retiiod (Joveiiiment servants taking up -ajipointments wdth 

linns with wdiich tiiey had dealings wdiile in (rovernment service wuis the 

subp'ci of a cut motion. Sliri B Dcsai argued tliat the pensions of such Guvorn- 
mt'iit Seivants should bo foileited. 8hii li. Das moved the bill to amend the 

Siidii Act as reported by the Sdect Cornmitleo. The bill had tlie solid support 

ol tlie Congiess party It wm.s passed by 87 voles against IG. Mr. Abdul 

resolution on tho establish mout of a Pniveisity in tire Fiontiei 

Picvinec was passed W'ltliout a division. Mr, Batyrufiut It's resolution that this 
Assoiubly recoinmeuds to the (lOVornor-Gener.U in Council that no steps should 
bo taken to conclude a fresh ludo-British Trade Agreeineut or any trade agieemeiit 
of .4 similar natine without liist consulting the Assembly brought fortli many 

spirited spei'ehes froLQ'Cougress'inombexs and Mr. Jtnnah, The lesoluiiou was passed 
w it bout a division. 


2. Cabinet CrUis in Sind 

A token cut motion under genoial administration was moved by tlie Congress 
fiaity ill tlie Sind Assembly on Maioh 18 and carried liy 24 to 22 votes. 

Alier the adoption of -Ihe cut motion ilio oiiliie demand under Geneial Ailniinis- 
tiatiou ramus Ro 1 was put to vote arid also rejected. Tins was the first 

defeat sustained by the Gevorumeut which involved the constitutionaJ cense- 
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quence of the Sir IlldavatulUli Ministry having to resign and their being replaced 
by an alternative Oovoinmont eornmauding the coninlonoo of the Flouse. Prof. 
Ohanshyam^ Leader of ilio Smd Assembly Congress Party was invited by the 
(Jovernor to explain iho Congress attitude towards the Constitutional crisis. 
IVof. Ohanshyam "asked foi time to consider the matter witli Ills party and 

also the higher Congress authorities. The Legislative Assembly of Rind consists 
of 60 members, no party in which commands *an absolute majority. The Congress 
Itself is a small party of elglit momhois scarcely in a position to form the 

ministry except in an extremely precarious and uneasy alliance with other 
groups. Prof. Ohanshyam thorefore after necessary consuliatioua Intimated to 
the Goveiuor that while the defeated ministry must resign, his party was 
prepared and willing to lend support to the now coalition that was being 
formed to replace the Sir O. II, lit day atull ah's ministry and watch Its woik 
for a reasonable time. 

Khan Bahadur Allah Bux^ ilio leader of the now coalition. In a loiter to 
tho loader of the Congress party asked for a claiilioation of the Congress 
attitude in case ho was called upon to foim a ministry assiiie<l l*rof. 

Ohanshyam that if he formed a ministry. Ills policy and prograrnrue ‘ will 

be in general accoid with that of the Congress, having due regard to the 
circumstances of tho Pjovirico. Prof. Ohanshyam replied that in view of the 

assurance held out by him {Khan Bahadur Allah Bux) the- Congress party, 
while letairiing Its full freedom to onposo any legislative or adralnistrativo 
action of the new ministry, will watcli Its work for a roasoiiablo time and 
will not till then initiate or support a move which will ilefeat the ministry. 
Thereafter tho Congress trarty will bo free to dotoimine its final policy. 

3. National Week 

Tho National Week was celebrated all over India with onthusiasm. Khadi 
was liawked all through the week by Congressmen and Dosh Bovikas. There 
\voio lioistiug of National flags and ])ubllo mootings on the fust and the last 
day. In Ihe meetings the significance of the National Week was explained. 
Tho National Week reminds tho Indian people of tho tragedy of .lalliatiwala. 
It lenows the detorminatioii of tho Nation to end foreign subjection of which 
the Jallianwala tragedy was tho humiliating symbol. 

Political Arrests and Convictions etc. 

The following aro some of tho cases of arrests, convictiorip, internments, 
oxter rimonts, soarclios, gagging oi’dors and tho liko compiled fiom tho daily press 
and tho bullotins of tho Civil Liberties Union. 

Punjab : 

One Bhri Ourhukhsh Singh was arrostsd in Amritsar on Fobrua*-y 5th on a 
charg(3 under Section 124- A I. P. C. on the basis of warrant received from 
Calcutta for a spooch dolivoroJ by him there. 

Mnfli Mohammad Naui, President, City Congress Coramittoo, Ludhiana, was con- 
victed on February 7th under Bcction 124-A 1. P. 0. and sentenced to ouo year’s 
ligoroiis irnprisonmout. 

Elovori prominent Congioss workers of Ludhiana including an All-India Congress 
Committee member, wore arrested at the Gujjarwal Political Coiiferenco. 

Four socialists woro ariested iu Lahore on January 24th under Section 18 of tho 
Press Kmorgency Powers Act for distributing pamphlets headed “Release or Death” 
containing tlie text of tho letter addressed by tho hunger-strikers to Mahatma Gandhiji. 

V^'of. Ranga^ M. L a., was served with a notice prohibiting him from entering 
tho Punjab for a period of one year without the jirevious sanction of tho Ooveriimont. 

Kara Singh Sindhu who has come back from tho Uiiiiod Btatos has been interned 
by the Punjab Government in his village, in Amritsar District, for a period of one 
year. 

Orders have been issued under Section 144 Or, P C. prohibiting unlicensed 
processions and meetings at Sorampur for a poiiod of throe months 

Oideis under tlie same section nave been promulgated at Gurdaspur in connection 
with the no-rent campaign of Toalsora. 

ProceBsions have been prohibited also |in Mardan under the same section. 
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Lahore 0. I. D. raided the house of Ararik Singh, a prominent socialist, on 
February 17. Nothing incriminating is reported to havo been found. 

Amarjit Stngh^ a prominent socialist urorkor was arrested on March 4 under 
Section 124-A 1. P. C. on the basis of a warrant from a Couit at Guidaspur. 

Oiani 8her Singh, Secretary of the Rhiroman Akali Dal and Chairman of tlie 
Reception Committee of the Bandorbiist Conference is reported to havo been arrested 
on sedition charge while the Conference was in session. 

Notices havo been issued under Section 107 Cr. P. C. on the President of 
Talaganga Congress Committee and 8 more persons to show cause why they should 
not bo bound over to keep the peace. 

Warrants under Section 108 Cr. P. C. were issued from Gurdaspur for the arrest 
of Comrade Charan Singh, a socialist worker. 

Rai’dar Kartak Singh who recently returned from the United States of America 
was arrested by the Ijahoro Police under the Criminal Law Amend Act in the village 
of Banga in Lyallpur district whore he liad gone to attend the Kisan Conference. 

Srimati Satyavati, a Congress worker of Delhi was served witli a notice by the 
Punjab Government at the Punjab Provincial Conference held at Madina, ordering 
her to quit boundaries of the Punjab within 24 hours and not to re-enter without 
jierralssion for a period of one year. She has since been arrested for disobeying the 
or dor. 

Anjoy Ohosh, a Socialist of Cawnporo, who went to Lahore on March 27 was 
served with a notice under the Punjab Criminal Law Amendmimt Act to leave the 
piovinee within 24 hours and not to re-enter the same bofoio one ycai. 

/?«m Singh, a jirominent Socialist worker of Lahore, has been intnrned under 
the Punjab Cisminal Law Araondraont Act in Viram Dattan in Oui'daspiir District. 

Mr. UarktHhan Singh, Secretary of the District Kisan Sabha, Jullundur, was 
arrested on March 23 under {Sections 124-A and 153 1. P. C. 

The Punjab Government havo seized all the bundles of ‘'Kirta Lehar”, a Socialist 
Weekly of Meerut on the ground that it contains matter, the publication of wlilch 
is punishable under the Indian Press Act. 

Bengal : 

Two boys were flogged at the Instance of the District Magistrate of Noakhall by 
the Headmaster, Arun Chandia H, E. School, for distributing handbills on the 
Independoiico Day. 

Bengal Civil Liberties Union in a recent statement reports of the ro-arrcst of 
Bejoy Krishna Pal, an cx-politlcal prisoner, under the Bengal Smuggling of Arms 
Act. 1934. 

Bihwcsivnr Choudhury, a dotonue, chargo«l under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, 1930, with refusing to comply with an oidoi seivod upon him, directing 
him to proceed to his place of domicile, on the ground that his quarters there weio 
not sanitary, has been sentonood to three months’ ilgoroiis imprisonment. 

Niharendu Dutt Majumdar, M. L. A. a peasant leader along with four other 
Ktsau workers who wont from Calcutta to organise Kisan Committees throughout 
the Tipperah district were arrested at Comllla railway station immediately after 
their ai rival. 

Office of the Tipperah District Krishak Samity and the All India Krishak Sabha 
Reception Committee were searched by the Bengal police on February 2. 

Ban order under Section 144 C^r. P. C. banning processions and mootings has 
been promulgated throughout Natore Sub-dIvIsion of the Rajashahi District. 

Dr. Dhirendra Naih Sen, Editor and -Mr. W. Bhattacharjee, Printer and Publisher 
of “The Hindustan Standard” were sentenced on March 7 to six months’ rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1000 each on a charge of sedition. 

Ex-detenu Nibaran C. Dutt M. A. B. L, Secretary, Tipperah District Congress 
Sociali.st Party, on the basis of police repoits that he has been disseminating seditious 
matter under Section 124-A, has been called upon by the District Magistrate to 
show cause why he should not bo ordered to execute a bond of Rs. lOOO with one 
surety of like amount to bo of good bohavlour for a period of one year under Section 
108 Cr. P. C. 

Barrister P, Dinda, Mldnapur, was served witli an order under the Bengal Public 
Security Act directing him not to leave liis residence in the town. He is also 
directed not to receive any visitors or to visit anybody including medical practitioners. 
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Mr. K. F), Khunnia, SooroOiry, Calcntla Sbromick Manual, lias boon served witli 
a notieo under Seetiori 107 Ci. P. C. to sliovv cause w})y lie should not bo bouiul 
down for lus achvitios. 

Ml. Mfikhfwlnl *Scw, Donc'ral Manafcer, “Ananda Hazar Prtnka” bas boon served 
with a summons undoi Section Pd4-A. I. I\ C in connection with a Sjiei'cli delivered 
by him at a public mootin^^ on Fehiuaiy 4, following; the death of Mr. lluiondranath 
Munshi. 

A charge of si'dition was framed on Marcli 22 by the Chief Presidenev Magistrate 
against Mr. Gunada Majurndar, Secretary of tho ‘ liengal Coiigiess Socialist I’arty. 
liu was arrested last week m connection with a speech dclivcied by him on Decem- 
ber 15 last. 

Child Presidenev Magistrate, Calcutta, convicted 5 and seriienced Bharjat Sinrjh to 
pay a fiiio of Hs 250 or uiidoigo simple irapris inmont for two months on a oliargo 
of sedition. 

In connection with the Salt Depot strike, notice lias been sorvoii on Mr. K, 
Khunhn^ Scci(*tary, Calcutta Shramdv Mandal, to show (;aiise why lio shoiiid not lie 
bound ovoi for a puiiod of one year under Section 107 (h P. (?, In tlie past two 
months, as many as ^^oll^ing flass leaders, connected witli ilifTinent Indicslncs, 
are repoit(>d to have hocn .served with sirnilai notices. 

Notices were .served on siv labour Icadeis by the Senior ])(piily ^^a;;lsl;afo of 
Dhanbad, diioctiiig ihom to quit the limits of the l^iikond and Katias police stations. 

Delhi : 

Delhi police soarclied the house of Chaman hnl In (tandhi Gall on 

Januaiy 24th but not lung incriminating i.s lepoited to have bcoii found. 

Madras : 

A partial strike had been on for some time at the I, L. P. L. ('lompaTrCs factory 
Importation of hlack-logs resulted fii a tiasli and police interference Tire itowd was 
ti oated to a couple of lathi cliarges before the police opmiod hre. It Is leportod that 
the firing was sudlon and witlrout any caution or warning or oulci to dispero*. Two 
of the leadcis were killed on the spot and anotlier expired in the hospital. A number 
ot them wore wounded by the lathi charge. Madras Govuinmout luive ordered a 
public enquiry to bo licld. 

In the Indian States 

Mu8(yrc : 

A prohibitory order under Section 144 was served on fourtcmi merahets ol 
Hailyal)i»o 11 myirr Taluk by the Amildar Magistrate nr conneetioa wiili the ‘ I.ido- 
pendence Day” on .danuaiy 2r)th. The ordoi is to ho in ioice for two raoiiths 

An order undoi Section lU Ci. P. C. prohibiting niuotings, piocessroiis ol fo; a 
polled of hfluen days was passed in Siddlaghalli.^ Similar oidv'is were pas--' I In 
connection with the Indcpoiidence Day eolebi atioiis in Kurattagoie, Clukm, galui , 
Cliurkahallapur, Gudihandi and (Joiihiiianui Taluks. 

An oral warning has treoii given to P. B. Narayanrao^ Secretary, Mysoi e Congi es^ 
Hoard, by the District Magistrate, Bangalore, icqmiing him to desist fiom *‘ 00 gaging 
himself in subversive activities,” 

Jicingiah, a student, has boon charged under Soot Ion 188 I. P. t;. with having 
disobeyed the piohibitoiy order under Soction 144 Cr. P, C. and 20, Mycoro l^olica 
licgulalion. 

An air-ost warrant was Issued on February 9 by tiro District Magistrate, lumkur, 
under Section 124- \ I. P. U. against /iC. V. Suhrahmanyaswatm, member of th(j 
Mysore Representative Assembly In connection with a .spi'och made by liim in 
Docemlx'r last at Kuringal. 

M. K, Veernna Qowda has been aBkod to show cause wliy lio siionld not bo 
directed to execute a bond of a sum of Rs. 2000 with two suierlie.s of a sum of 
lis. lOOO eacli for good behaviour for a period of one year. 

Tlie following are reported to have been arrested for violating orders issued under 
Section 144 Cr. P. 0. : — Maliali, Venkatappa, 8. CliandiasckhariaU K. A. Krislimirrthl 
and four others. Kiidli Srinivasamurthl was sentenced for similar olb nce to three 
weeks’ simple impnsonmont. 

Ihe residence ot Q, R, Swami was reached on February 11 for the recovery 
of the fine of Rs. 50 imposed tiy the Bangalore District Magistrate for disobeying a 
restraint order uuder Section 144 Cr. P, C. 
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Srinivasamurthi and Bassappiah of Shimoga were fined for a similar ofience by the 
Distiict Magistrate, Sagar. 

8rimati Subbamma and R. Rangiab were both sentenced to one mjnth’s imprison- 
ment for reading the Independence Pledge. 

Secuiity proceedings wore launched against S. Srinivasrao and Krishnarao for 
creating disaffection in the State against constituted authority. Having lefusod to 
enter into an intoiira bond undor Section 117 (3) Cr. P. C. they were remanded to 
custody by the District Magistiate, Sandur. 

The Government of Mysoio have issued a notification directing the continuance of 
the order passed by the Distiict Magistrate of Mysore prohibiting the holding of 
public meetings m Mysore for a further period of six months from March 29, when 
the onginal order expires. 

Owaltor : — 

Gwalior State has prohibited the impoitation of the newspapers Riyasat of Delhi, 
the Alaraan (Delhi), the Vahdat (Delhi), the Hind Rajasthan and Hind Kosari of 
Jhansi into the {State. 

Travancore : — 

The Government have prohibited the bringing or taking, by backwaters or by 
land into oi out of Tiavancoie of any copy of any issue of newspapeis entitled 
‘"Malabar Uoiald”. 

A. Narayana Ftllat was arrested under Section 124-A (sedition) on a charge of 
exciting disalleotion ag-inist the Government. 

A notice under Section 127 Travancore Criminal Procedure Code was issued on 
Maich 7, by the Distiict Magistrate, Tiivandrum, piohibiting the holding of meetings 
to considei the foimation of a biaucL of the Tiavancoro S^ate Congress on the 
ground that if those meetings are allowed there would be breach of peace. 

Notice undor Section 127 Tiavancore Cr. P. C. issued on March 7 piohibiting the 
holding of meetings in Tiavancore District to consider the foimatiou of a branch of 
the Travancore State Congioss has now been extended to (^uilon District also. 

The Ooveinraent of Tiavancoie cancelled on March 12 the license of newspaper 
“Koumudi” for reproducing an article oa Responsible Government by the late Mr. 
George Joseph. 

Mansa : — 

Disturbing news about the uo-tax campaign in Mansa State against the enhanced 
assessment m tho State has been appealing m the local press. Police firing and 
lathi chaiges are reported. According to latest report four raeu have been arrested 
for alleged detiaace of tho ban against processions aud meetings. 

Kashmir : 

Kashmir State has prohibited under section 25 of Customs Regulation, the biing- 
ing into Jammu and Kashmir State of any document issued or emanating from (a) 
the Communist International (b) any organisation affiliated to or coutroliod by or 
connected with Communist International or (c) Any poison holding office in any such 
organisation or (d) Any document containing substantial reproduction of the matter 
contained in any such document. 

Hyderabad : 

Hyderabad Government have demanded a security of Rs. 3,000 from the “Rahbare 
Deccan”, a local Urdu daily, failing which, the permission accorded for publication 
of the newspaper would be withdrawn. 

Jaipur : 

The Jaipur Government have enacted the following “Public Societies Regulation”:— 

1. This Regulation shall be called “The Public Societies Regulation”. It shall 
extend throughout the Jaipur territory and shall come into force from the date of 
publication in the Jaipur Gazette. 

2. No public society shall be established without the previous sanction of the 
Jaipur Government. 

4X 
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3. The organisers and promoters of such society*shall apply, through the Inspector 
General of Police, Jaipur, for the said sanction and the application shall contain the 
following particulars 

(а) Aims and object of the society..' 

(б) Names of its oiganiser and promoter, and if there bo more than one, the 
names of all of them, as avoII as of its office-bearers. 

(c) The name of the place where its chief office is to be located, as well as the 
names of places where the opening of blanches is contemplated and the aiea within 
which it IS to be operated. 

4 The Society as originally constituted shall not be changed without the previous 
sanction of tho Jaipui Government to he obtained thiough the Inspector General ot 
Police. 

5 If at any time, after permission has boon gi anted, tho activities of such society 
aro found to be subversive of law and oider or not for the good of the public, it 
shall be closed down by an oidor of tho Council of the State 

G. Any Police Officer, not below the rank of Sub* Inspector, may, with tho prt*- 
vious sanction of the Inspector General of Police enter without a wunaot any build- 
ing or enclosure whoie the office of such a society is located, and on demand foi Ins 
inspection, all correspondence, books, accounts etc., shall bt pnnJuced, irunv* iiatol\ 
{Such Police Officer may fuithei seize any or all such docurnuits a^ are cvni*,idoied 
by him objectionable, or relating to some conspiracy or ciime, according to the pio- 
ceduios laid down in Section 103 Or. P. O. 

7 Any breach of tins Older on the part of any member or servant of tlie Society 
shall he cognisable ollenco and shall be triable by a Magistnto of tln> l.st Glass and 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a toiin which may ex'teni to 2 years 
R I., or fine upto Rs 1000 oi both. 

8. Tho Council of State may expel the person so convicted from tho State and 
order forfeiture of all property movable oi immovable, documents, funds etc. belonging 
to the said society. 

9. The Prime Minister may ban tho entry into the Jaipur State of any person, 
who is likely to create or foment, by his words or actions friction as this Jtegulation 
seeks to avoid, 

10. Any Police Officer, not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector may dispoiso all 
meetings of tho members of the Society, which has been oidored to be closed unler 
Rule 5 and such assemblies or meetings shall be considered as an unlawful assembly 
as in Section 141 1. P. C, 

11- Tho Regulation shall equally apply to all existing societies and they shall, with- 
in a period of 3 months of tho publication of tins regulation, apply under Section (2) 
for the sanctioa of the Jaipur Government for theii continuance. 


A. 1. C. C. Members from Bengal (62) 


1. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 

2. Dr. Prafalla Chandra Ghosh 

3. Hhri Sarat Chandra Bose 

4. Shri Bankim Mukheijoe 

5. Shri Sudhir Chandra Roy Chow- 

dhiiry 

6. Shri Biresh Chandra Misra 

7. Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdhury 

8. Shri Jiban Ratan Dhar 

9. Shri Purshottam Roy 

10. Shri Sailendra Nath Ghosh 

11. Shri Basant Lall Muraika 

12. Shri Hanpada Chattel jee 

13. Shri Kiron Shankar Roy 

14. Dr. Pratap Chandra Guha Roy 

15. Shri Prafulla Nath Banerjoe 

16. Shri Raj Kumar Chakravarti 

17. Shri Amar Krishna Gliose 

18. Shri Kalipada Mukherjee 

19. Shri Kamal Krishna Roy 

20. Shri Satish Chandra Chakravarty 


21. Shri Charu Chariini 1‘lianjaii 
2J Slui Prafulla Cbarrira Sen 

23. Shii Suicsh Oijauuia Mazumdar 

24. Sliri Paticliaiian Bose 

2.5 Shri iliicndra Nath Mukherjee 
26. Shii Atul Cliaii'fiM Ivumar 

27 Shu Asliutosh Das 

28 Sim Goiiikii Bilas Sen 

29. Shri Shibuaili Baneijee 

30. Him Kurnud Chandia Chakravarty 

31. Shri Suiesh Chandra Das 

32. Shri Neharendii Dutta Majumdar 

33. Shri Harcndia Nath Ghosh 

34. Shii Saty Pnya Banerjee 
3.5. Shri Sushil (’handia Palit 

36. Shri Paiilosh Banerjee 

37. Mr. Abdur R.izzak Khan 

38. Shri Hemanta Kumar Bose 

39. Shri Indrabhusan Beed 

40. Shri Ram Sundar Singh 

41. Shri Sitaram Sakseria 
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42. Rhri Kali Kumar Sen 52, Shri Deben Dev 

43. Dr. Suresh Chandra Bannnrjeo 53. Shri Nikunjabehari Maity 

44 Shri Ananda Pra«?ad Chowdhry 54. Shri Miizaffar Ahmad 

45. Shri Ristiipada Hhattacharjoe 55. Dr Jatindra Mohan Das Gupta 

48. Shti Kf^dar Nath Rhattacharjee 56 Shri Jadu Nath Paul 

47. Dr. Nalmalvhya Sanval .57. Shri Rashfk Lall Biswas 

48 Dr. Chani rhandia Baneijoe | .58 Shri Ram Chandra Abasti 

49. Rhri A joy Kumar Mukherji j .59 Shri Lahanvanrova Chanda 

,50 Shri Ahdus Sattar j 60. Shri Satish Chandra Roy Choudhury. 

51. Shri Kishonj)ati Roy 61 Shii Haripada Sarkor 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Bombay —May 15-19^ ]!)3S 

A moetinp of th<* Woikin-r C immittot* was h(dd in Bombay from I5th to 19th 
M av. 193S -iSV/M S//bhas Chandra pTesi led. The m<^inh(‘rq present were : 

Maulana Ahul Kalani Aza<L Bhninafi Sarajini Naidu, Shns Jiwaharlal Nehru^ 
Vallahhhhat Patel, Rnjenira Prasad, Jimnalal Baiaj. Jatramdas Doulatram^ 
Pattahhi Sitaramayya, Hare Krishna Mahtah and J B Krtpalnni. 

Tho Promi(Ms of Madras, Borabav, U P, C P, N. W. F., Urkal and Dr. Ryel 
Mahmud fiom B hai wore piosont by .sjiooial invitation. 

1 . Minutes 

The minutes of tho last meotin" already circulated wore confirmed. 

2. Zanzibar Clove Boycott 

Tho following ro.solution was passed : 

Tho Working Committee lead the report of the Clove Boycott Committee and 
rnnsidered tlie agro.'ni'nt which has bf*en ainved at bv the Indian Community in 
Zanzibar and the Zanzdiar (iovercment m respect of tho clove trade This agreement 
is Mil-jecr to the c uifii motion of th‘> Indian National Congress and the Colonial Office 
of the Biifi^*]! Govcf nmeiit. The Woiktng Committee accept the recommendation of 
the Indian N.itional Association of Ztnzihar ami confirm the said agreement. The 
Committee trust tliat tin’ agr<»ement will he acted upon by the Zanzibar Government 
in a way so as to give full sat^fa'dion to the Indian community and so as not to 
laise anv doubt or suspicion of diserimmatorv tieatuiout. 

In view of tins setthuneiit, the Clove Boycott Committee is hereby authorised to 
lift the boycott of cloves Nvhudi has been m operation .since September last as and 
when and under such conditions as it thinks proper. 

On the ending of the boycott tho Crmmittoo trust that the general public and 
p.articularly the letailors will patronise those firms that have loyally adhered to the 
boYceft in preference to those who have not. 

The Committee onngiatulate the Indian community in Zinzibar for the brave and 
successful stand it has made for the rights of Indians overseas 

The Committee fuitlier express their gratitude to tho merchants, specially in 
Bomt»av, who by their loyal cooperation and .support even at considerable sacrifice 
have contributed so gieatlv to the successful termination of the issue. 

Tho Committee wish also to record its appreciation of the labours of the Clove 
Boycott Committee. 

3. Political Parties Using the Name ^'Congress*' 

The Comraittoo discussed tho question It was their view that it was undesirable 
for parties and groups inside or outside the Congress to use the name of the Congress 
without due permission. The matter was however left to he dealt with by the 
General Secretary as occasion arose. 

4. Ambulance for China 

The following resolution was passed • — 

Resolved that a Committee consisting of the PresMenr, Dr. Jivaraj Mehta,, 
Dr. Sunil Chandra Bose,, Dr. R. M. Lohia and Shri Q. P. Batheesing (Convener), 
with power to coopt, be appointed to take necessary steps to send a motor ambulance 
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unite with necessary doctors and nurses to the Oliinese National Government and 
Dr. M. Atal be requested to bo in charge of the unite. 

5. The Name, *CongreM* for State Organisations 

Following resolution was passed 

“Haripura Congress came to the decision that in order to encourage tho develop- 
ment of the national struggle in the Indian States, independent organisations should 
be started or continued whore they already exist and internal struggles of tho pieople 
of the States must not be undei taken in the name of the Congiess. The AVoiking 
Committee welcome the formation of such independent oiganisations but have noted 
that some of these hear the name of the Congiess While, stnctly speaking, there can 
be no monopoly in the use of the word ‘Congress’, it is clear that in older to Igivo 
effect to the letter and spirit of the Haripura Congn^ss resolution, nothing .-houlU bo 
done whrch produces any confusion in the public mind as to tho constitutional 
relation between tho Congress and the independent State organisations. The (’oramitlce 
feel that the use of the word ‘Congiess’ in the name of the State oigan>satious is 
bound to create such confusion. 

The Committee also wish to draw attention to »ho fact that undei the Hunpuia 
resolution Congiess Committees continue to exist in the States. Thus tiieie are at 
the same time Congress Committees and tho mdepemleul organisations which might 
sometimes develop in membership and work. If tin' inde}iendent organisations bear 
the name ‘Congress’ then it is inevitable that oonfasion will aiise. This .Mil come 
in the way of Congress Committees functioning m the States 

For these and other reasons the Working Comraitfee feel that it is undesirable 
to have the word ‘Congress’ in the name of the ind‘^pendent organisations and tiust 
therefore that the use of this word in this connection will be avoided. 

6. Mysore Happenings 

The following resolution was passed : 

The Woiking Committee have read the popular and the official veisions of the 
recent firing that took place near Viduiaswatham (Mysore) on unarmed ciowds. The 
Committee deeply deplore the fact that the State authorities felt called upon to 
resort to firing. But seeing that the Mysoie G >vernment have apfiointed a tiibunal 
in order to iuquiie into the causes that led to tho firing, the Working Committee 
refrain from expressing any opinion about the tiagedy. 

But the Working Committee think that TIis Highness the Maliaraja sliould ‘'stab- 
bsh responsihle Ooveinraeut in his State so rfiat the respoiisilulity for Law and 
Older, including firing whenever it is deetne I iu*cesi.ary, will be shouhicro<i by a 
government answerable to tho people. The Working Oomra’ttoo send their eondi- 
lences to the members of the bereaved families and express thoir sympatliN with 
those who have suffered injuries. 

The Working Committee approve of the settlement effeeted by Sardar Vallr'bhbbai 
Patel and Acharya Kripalani as between the Htate and tho Mysoie State Congrehs. The 
Working Committee note with satisfaction that in furtherance of tho sotHem»'nt the 
Mysore Government have issued a communique and congr-atulatc His Higliness the 
Maharaja and his advisors on the pi’ompt manner in which tht^j are carrying out 
tho settlement. The Working Committoo hope that the settlement will bo strictly 
carried out aLo by the Mysore State Congress. 

On the question of the hoisting of the National Flag tho Woiking Committee hope 
that care will bo taken not to do anything that might imply any disrespect to the 
Ktate Flag by the 8tate Congress or to tho National Flag by tho State authorities. 
The final status of the National Flag will depend upon the ability to exorcise com- 
pulsion, but upon the correct conduct of Oongressraen and the progressive lecord of 
service that the Congress establishes in the country. It should further be borne in 
mind that the National Flag is a symbol of non-violence and national unity to bo 
brought about by means strictly truthful and nonviolent. It should further be borne 
in mind that though there is a growing party among Congressmen who seek the 
total abolition of States as a relic of Middle Ages, the policy of the Congress as a 
whole has hitherto been and remains one of friendliness to the States in the hope 
that they will recognise the signs of the times and establish responsible government 
within their borders and otherwise extend and guaid the liberty of the people under 
their jurisdietiou. 
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7. Clemency Cases in C. P. 

The report of the findings of Sir Manmoth Nath Miikerji was placed before the 
Committee It was decided that the report be sent to Mr M Y. Shaieef, the 
Minister of Law and Justice in C P. and he be requested to take the necessary 
steps that follow loi^ically from the findings of Sir Mukeiji. Shri Shareef has since 
resigned his ministership. 

8 Disciplinary Action — Shri Satyendra Chandra Mitra 

The following decision was taken : — 

Shri Satyendra Chandra Mitra was elected to the Fhuigal (Vuincil on the Congiess 
ticket and afti'r signing tiie Congress pledge accoidmg to wh'ch he was bound to 
cany out the Congress ducct'ons. He \mis called upon in common with othoi Con- 
gress iegislatois to pay the excess of his saUiy to a sK'oial caimaitcd fund for use 
in the province and lu spite of lepcated icquests and lemuideis hr* lias not paid 
this 01 anv sum and has finally icfused to do so, ilifiotiy violating Iiin pledge. The 
Woiking Committee thr*ieforo decide that he ‘should cease to be a piiraary member 
of the Congress and should bo ine!igit»!e foi sut-h rnembei ^Inp till the committee 
deoidr^ otlc'iwise. Furtiiei that lie should be ineligible to stand as a Congiess 
candidate foi any local body or legislature 

9. Oppressive Mis-rule in Bugti 

The following resolution was passe i . 

The attention of the Working Committee has been drawn to tho oppressive and 
tyrannical admimstiation under wtiich the people of the Bugti aiea, lying between 
bind and Balucliistan have since long been suffeiing at the hands of the present 
Nawab of Bugti and to tho seust of grave insecurity of life and pioperty 
which has been prevailing in that area. The Committee under.->tand that the inquiry 
instituted by tho Agent to I ho Governor-Goneial at (Quetta m 1932 under Major 
Bcotliam ami'ly coiifiimod tho coiiectnoss of the complaints made by the people 
against the Nawab. In tho opinion of the Committee it is essential, if the adminis- 
tration of the Bugti area is at all to impiove, that liie aforesaid report should bo 
published by the Government. Tho Committee aie strongly of the view that 
tfie authoiifes in India and England who have assumed responsibility for the 
w«*lfaie of till' jieopie of the area have signally failed to disehaige that responsibility. 
The Committee condemn the coutinuari-'O of the present autocratic and ii responsible 
svatem of ailrninisti atiori under which inhabitants of the Biigti aiea .have had to 
li\e and suffei all tliese years, and expect that the authorities will take immediate 
measures to remedy the present state, of things and place the administration of the 
area on a pioper democratic basis. 

THE C. P. MINISTRY^TANGLE 

Shri Vallabhhhat Patel infoimed the Woiking Committee about the dissensions 
in tho C 1*. Ministiy. Four of the Ministers had sent m their resignations to Shri 
Khare, the Premier. The Committee discmssed tho question with the Premier and 
other C P. Ministers present in Bombay. After careful consideration tlie Committee 
advised the Premier to call a meeting of the C. P. Pailiamentai y party and ask 
them to consider the situation that has arisen m regard to the ministry and also 
decide the steps to be taken to meet tho situation. The Committee also advised that 
the meeting of the Pai Immentaiy paity to c nsider this question be held under the 
Presidentship of bhii Vullabhbhai Patels the Chan man of the Parliamentary Sub- 
committee. Tho other members of the bub-Committeo weie also requested to be 
present at the meeting of the C. P. legislators. 

(Note — The meeting of the party was hold at Pachmarhi on 24th May. Shri 
Vallabhhhat Patel and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad were piesent. The former 
presided After a couple of days’ conference to winch the Pi esidents -of the three P. 
C. Cs , Mahakoshal, Nagpur and Borar were also mvited, a compromise was arrived 
at among the members of the C. P. Cabinet. The ministers concerned handed over 
the following letter to Shri ValUbhbhai Patel 

“Id response to the wishes of the party, as expressed at its meeting on May 24, 
we met together and discussed all the questions of diffeiences amongst ourselves, 
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some of them being temiieraraeutal, some due to diffeiences of outlook, and others 
involving questions of procedure rogatding the internal working ot the Ministry. Wo 
are happy to report that wo have been able to amicably settle all onr differences 
and have agreed to work in a spiiit of comradeship and we fool confident that we 
shall have your full co-operation and support.”) 

THE LABOUR COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

The Working rommittoo at thtdr last meeting at Calcutta in April last appointed 
the new Labour Committee for the cm rent session consisting of Hhiis Jawahnt lal 
Nehru^ Jotratyidns Daulnirain . Shankerlal Banker^ Jatprakash Naiatn^ M. F, 
Masmn and J. B. Krtpalani (Secretary). 

The fiist meeting of the Labour Committee was held at Bombay on Ma^ 14 and 
15, 10'18 All mi'mhers (>\{‘('pt Khti Jrnprokash Narnm woi ej)reSHnt. ' t C. Baja- 
govfilncharmr (Madias), Svt. Govitifl Bnlhthh Pant (U. P )- t F O. Khcr^ Bom- 
bay) /V. N Tt Khnrc (C P) Dr Katlash Nath Katju (U P) Svt. D. A' Mehta 
(C. P ), and Shii GulzarGal Nanda, Parliamentary Secretary, Bombay wore also 
present bv invitation. 

Following resolutions were passed : — 

1 This Committee notes with satisfaction fhe aripointraents of Committei's made 
bv the provincial GoviU’nments of Bombay and the Pn'to l Piovincos for inqoi'v into 
the wages and conditions of w^rkois envagol in the textile Iiiliistrv and trusts that 
Governments in otlier p*-ovinoes and Indian States, wheie textile Industry is estab- 
lished with a view to hnng about Simultaneous .mni ovement, take similar action at 
an earlv date. 

2 This Committee is of opinion that sueh committees as mav be appointed by 
the Provincial Oovornments for the purpose of eriquny into conditions of labour or 
trade disputes shouli bo mainly composed of men assoeiated with public life and tiie 
national movement 

,3. The (''ommitteo expresses its satisfaction at the loeommendations made by the 
Borahav Textih* Inquirv C'mm'ttee and aooorjt-el by tho (Tovernraent having been 
generally earned out by the omidovers in the Himbiv F'*r o-'idoucy The ('’oramitteo 
hones that tho Mill-owners in the other provinces will also carry out such recom- 
mendations of the Inquirv Committees as accepted by tho Goveirnont of their 
provinces. 

4. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Bdiai rpivernmont have appointed 
a CVimmittoo to inquire into tlie conditions of labour in tlie* im|)''itant uidustnes in 
the province and hope that similar inquiries will be iristituP'd in tle^ other' pr»viaLes 
particularly in legaid to Sugar, mining. Ginning and other organised industries 

5. The Committee is of opinion that tho wages and lioiiis of work at.d other 
conditions of the emfiloyees engaged in the shoj»s and other similar estabjishmea ts ai e 
far from STfisfactory and requests the Congress Miiiistiies to institute sueablc ni-asuios 
for imf) roving the same. 

The Committee further expresses its general ap])roval of the legislation proposed to 
be introduced by the Government of Bomba/ in this behalf. 

6. The Committee WLdcomes the expression by tlie Government of Bombay of 
their intention to introduce legislation for the provision of leave with pay during 
sickness and hopes that suitable action will be taken by other Provincial Governments 
in this behalf. 

7. The Committee notes with satisfaetion that the Biroda Government have noti- 
fied the introduction from first of Angust of a nme-hours-day in response to the de- 
mand made by the Textile Labour Association. It hopes that other Indian States will 
take immediate action in this direction. 

8. Tho Committee reiterates its opinion that the collection of statistical informa- 
tion regarding conditions of working class people engaged in important industries is an 
indispensable preliminary for suitable action for ameliorating the same and expresses 
its earnest hope that the Provincial Governments which have not yet made such 
ariangemenfs will take prompt and effective stops for making up the deficiency. 

9. The Committee expresses its satisfaction at tho action of the Government of 
Bombay in extending the application of tho Factory Act to factories employing 10 
persons or more where the manufacturing processes are carried on with or without 
power and expects that other Governments will take early steps to extend the appli- 
cation of the Act on similar lines, at least to all urban areas. 
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10. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the U. P. Government have 
passed legislation providing maternity benefit and that the Bombay Government have 
extended the application of the said Act even to smaller centres where the Act did 
not apply till now and trusts that Governments of provinces where there is no such 
provision will take measures to introduce the necessary lugislation. 

11. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Bombay and U. P. Govern- 
ments have issued orders for compulsary establishment of creches where women 
workers are employed and trusts o^h 0 r Governments will take action in this direction. 

12. The Committee welcomes the declaration made by the Qovoruraent of Bombay 
to introduce prohibition in the industrial city of Ahmedabad and expresses hope that 
urban industrial areas in other provinces will also be soon taken up for carrying 
out the prohibition programme of the Congress. 

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Constitution Committee appointed by the Haripura Congress was 
held at Bombay on the l8th and lOtli May, 1933 

The members present wore : Shris Jav)harlal Nehru^ Jairamdas Duulairam^ 
Pattabhi Sttaramayya^ Achyut Patwardhan^ Ktran Sankar Roy^ S. A \Brclvi and 
J. B. Krtpalam, 

The Committee discussed (1) The alvisability or otherwise of indirect elections 
and (2) the means to bo adoptei to ensure genuine raombeiship ani proper nlection. 
Somt' tentative decisions were taken which art* to be circularised to the P Ch Cs. 
for their opinion. In the light of the piovincial opinions leceived the committee 
will make their final recommendations to the A. I. C.lC. 

PREMIERS’ .CONFERENCE 

A conferonco of Premiers of the S >von Congress nrovinoes and the members of 
the Pai liaraontary Sub-Committee was called by -the Piesident to meet in Bombay, 
The Premieis were asked to invite to the confererico as many momhers of their 
Cabinets as could coavomently attend. The conference met from l2tli to 14th May 
1938. All the seven Premiers with S’weral Ministeis fiora each province attended. 
There was mutual exchange of information about the reform measures unriortakeu 
and the general progress made in each of the provinces The confeienco considered 
the geneial question of co-or iiuation and co-ofieiatioii am )iig the Congress piovinces. 
Some of the subjects discu.ssed wore. Civil Liberty, Agiariau policy, Labour, Indus- 
trial reconstruction, Development of Power R’Souiohs and Power Supply, Uuial 
Reconstruction, Education, Revenue Sources, Taxation and Finances. Several schemes 
of co-oporation wore suggested. The U. P. Government undertook to call a confe- 
rence representing all the provinces to examine possibilities of new sources of 
revenue for constructive purposes. The Bombay Government undertook to call a 
similar conference for jail reform and labour. 

The conference was useful masmuch as it provided an ofiportu nity to the Premiers 
and other Ministers to compare notes and to know each othin’s difficulties. It also 
paved the way for greater oo-ordmatioa and co-operation between the provinces. 

PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY PRESIDENT (SJ. BOSE) 

Ambulance Corps for China 

Ever since the Japanese aggression in China began last year, the Indian National 
Congress has repeatedly expressed its sympathy for the Chinese people m their 
struggle for freedom and’ peace Apart from resolutions of sympathy being passed, 
pro-Chinese demonstrations wore held all over the country. A sum of over Rs. 
8,000 (Eight thousand rupees) was also collected and is now in the hands of the All 
India Congress Committee office. The Working Committee of the Congiess, at its last 
meeting in Bombay, decided to send an ambulance unit with the doctors to China 
for demonstrating our solidarity with the Chinese people, instead of sending only 
monetary relief. The Committee also appointed a Sub-committee consisting of Dr, 
Jiveraj Mehta, Dr. Sunil Ghandra Bose, Dr, R. M. Lohia, Bhri O. P, Hutheesing 
and myself to ^rnake all necessary arrangements for equipping and j sending out 
the ambulance unit together with the doctors. 
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The Sub-oommittee held a meeting in Bimhav on the 34th inet. and decided to 
send a fully equipped motorcar ambulance to China and a batch of four qualified 
doctois, preferably experienced surgeons. One year’s expense weie worked out and 
it was found that a sum of rujiees thirty thousand was needed for the Medical Mis- 
sion. Since we have only rupees eight thousand in hand, wo shall have to collect 
a further sum of rupees twonty-two thousand. 

Applications from qualified medical men who would like to join the medical Mis- 
sion to China are invited. Applicants should pieferably he suigf'ons with some ex- 
poiience and should undertake to seive for at least one year. They should send in 
their applications to the Secretarv, Foieigu Dofi.irtmeot, All I u lia C/ongie'>s Committee, 
Allahabad with a copy to the Secretarv of the China S'ib-(‘ommittee, Mr. G. P. 
Hutheosing of Gulshan Villa, Oomar Paik, Warden Road, Bombay. The exfienses of 
equipment, board and lodging m China together with a small pocket allowance will 
be provided for the doctois but no salaiy ivill bo paid. 

In order to demonstrate onc^ again our deep sympathy for tlio CliineNe people in 
their hour of tiial, 1 request all Congress oiganisations in thecountiy to oltsorve the 
12lh Juno, 1938 as an All-fudia Chinese Day. Meetings aiul fx lee^sions should 
be held on that day and a seiuuis oiuleavour should be male ^o I’l.iicot fund for our 
Medical Mission If the nei’cssary efloits aio made, it sh(;ul.l not bo d;(hcult to 
collect the entire amount of iiipees twenty-two thousand t)y that date. 

In this connection I also appeal to Fiinis dealing in mt*dical stores and appliances 
to help us in kind. I may assuio them that medical stoics and appliances aie badly 
needed in China to-dav and helji in kind will not bo les-i welcome to the distressed 
and in]uied Chinese people than assistance iii cash. 

In conclusion T may lemind ray coutitr\m'‘ri that it is essential that our proposed 
medical aid should leach China as early as possible We should theiefoie get loady 
to give a send-off to our Medical Mission by the tiist week of July at the very 
latest. The seventh of July, the day on which Japanese aggression staittsl last vear, 
would be an appropriate day for wishing Bon Voyage to the Indian fi lends of China. 

ORISSA CRISIS 

The appointment of Mr J. R, Dam, a Subordinate olh )or of the Oiissa Govern- 
ment, as the Acting Governor of Oiissa daring the absence of the Governor on 
leave threatened to create a serious ministerial crisis m t)n‘ province. The Congress 
Ministry informed the Governor that the selection of ;Mr. J il. Ham as the Acting 
Governor was derogatory to their dignity and ;that thev would find great difficnlry m 
serving under Mr. Dam who was actually serving as an officer of their Goveinm-mt 
and theiefore subordinate to them. The Woikmg Committee at then meeting m 
Calcutta passed a resolution conderauiog the appointment of Mr Dam as the Acting 
Governor of Onssa The rrovmcial Congress Committee of Oiissa passed a reso- 
lution appioving of the Cabinet’s decision to resign, should Mr Dam assume 
charge of the Governorship of the Ornssa province. About tho third wcoit of April 
the (Joveinor was formally notified by the ministers that they intent ed to resign if 
Mr. Dain assumed charge. The threatened crisis however was averted at the last 
moment by the cancellation of his leave by Sir John Hubback, the Governor of 

Onssa. The following communique was issued by his secretary : — 

“In view of the instabilitv of tho political situation which he would be bound to 

leave to his successor. His Excellency the Governor of Orissa does not feel justified 

in proceeding with his orginal plan and considers that bo has, in the interests of 
the province, no option but to ask for the cancellatiou of the leave granted to him. 
The Secretary of State has acceded to his request with the concurrence of the 
Governor-General.” 


ZANZIBAR AGREEMENT 

As a result of the unbroken resistance put np by tho Indian Community at 
Zanzibar and the boycott of Zanzibar cloves in India earned out through the efforts 
of the Indian National Congress, the Zanzibar Government was obliged to come to 
terms with the Indian Community. The following letter was received from tho 
Secretary of the Indian Nacional Association of Zanzibar in connection with tho 
provisional agreement arrived at between the parties oouoerned : — 
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“I am enclosing herewith the text of the agreement on the clove dispute which 
was reached between the Indian community and Zanzibar Government as a result of 
the negotiations carried on for the last three weeks. 

“The agreement on our side, is subject to confirmation of the Indian National 
Congress. The credit for any settlement goes to the Congress and to India for the 
marvellous support given by them to the Zanzibar Indians. 

“The Zanzibar Indian community owes a deep debt of "gratitude to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru^ Babu Suhhas Chandra^ Bose^ and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel for 
organising and intensifying the boycott. 

“The terras of the settlement have given satisfaction to all the sections of the 
Indian community of Zanzibar. 

‘•The Indian community higlily appreciates your (those of the Congress and the 
Indians) untiring efforts on our hehalf m this fight.” 

At their meeting at Bombay the Working Committee of the Indian National Con- 
gress passed a resolution approving of this agreement and congratulated the Indian 
Nation and the Indian Community of Zinzibar on this happy and successful termi- 
nation of the clove dispute. The provisional agreement of May 4 arrived at between 
the Government of Zanzibar and the Indian Community was approved and confirmed 
by the Colonial office ending finally the clove dispute. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel^ 
President of the All India Clove Boycott Committee, issued the following 
statement : — 

‘‘The Colonial Office of England having approved the agreement in regard to clove 
dispute between the Zanzibar Government and the Indian community in Zanzibar, the 
agreement lias now become an accomplished fact. The Woiking Committee of the 
Indian National Congress has already given its approval to the said agreement and, 
therefore, all tho conditions for lifting the boycott on cloves now stand completely 
fulfilled. 1, therefore, declare on bolnlf of the Clove Boycott Committee that the 
boycott is now formally lifted and tho dealers are now fioe to resume dealings m 
cloves both of Zanzibar and Madagaskar. 

”I take this opnortunitv of drawing the attention of the public to a very signifi- 
cant appeal made oy the Woiking Committee in its resolution on the subject or the 
Zanzibar agreement. Tho Coraraitree trust that the general public, particularly the 
retailers, will patronize those fiims that have loyally adlieiod to tho boycott in pre- 
ference to those who have not. I am confident that the public of India will respond 
to this appeal in a full measuio. 

“On behalf of the Clove Boycott Committee I congratulate the Indian community 
in Zanzibar, the Indian public in this country and particulaily tlio clove merchants of 
Bombay and other places on the sacrifices they had to make and the success they 
have been able to achieve as a result of those sacrifices. I must also thank the 
volunteers of the B. P. C. C, who, unmindful of the hardships that they had to suffer, 
kept the boycott in tact in the city of Bombay bv carrying on effective and success- 
ful picketing for over six weeks. With the lifting of the boycott, picketing also is 
hereby withdrawn. This does not, however, mean that the defaulters will bo allowed 
to go scot-free. Some of the defaulters have already been dealt with and others have 
been notified to make proper amends for their mistakes. Defaulters who fail to 
make adequate amends as suggested by the Committee will have to be severely 
dealt with. 

‘‘In the end, I heartily congratulate the Indian nation on the happy termination of 
a prolonged dispute in Zanzibar. Tho Indians overseas may now feel assured that 
the Indian National Congress can protect their interests by a united action in 
this country.” 

THE MYSORE FIRING, APRIL 26 

An order was issued under Section 144 by the District Magistrate banning the 
hoisting of national flag, prohibiting holding of meetings and making speeches. The 
order was defied by residents of the Viduraswatham village in Eolar district (about 
50 miles from Bangalore) when they assembled at a public meeting estimated at 10000 
The gathering was declared an unlawful assembly by the District Magistrate and 
ordered to disperse. The meeting not having dispersed, the police opened fire which 
resulted as is alleged in 32 persons killed and 48 seriously injured. The official 
account of the casualties varied the estimate being between ten to twelve killed and 
some injured. The news of this indisoriminate firing sent a thrill of horror through 
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the whole country. The Working Committee of the Mysore State Congress passed 
a resolution condemning the indiscriminate firing and giving liberty to Congressmen 
to disobey prohibitory orders in order to vindicate fundamental rights and maintain 
their self-respect. The Mysore Government issued a Communique giving official 
version of the facts surrounding the tragedy. It justified firing as a measure of self- 
defence against mob-violence It however appointed an inquiry committee of three 
judges. The Mysore State Congress also appointed a Committee of inquiry. Mahatma 
Oandhl in the course of a press statement made an appeal to the Mysore Government 
to read the symptoms of popular awakening in Mysore and divest itself of its 
autocracy. 

To study the situation at close quaiters and also if possible to bring about a 
settlement between the Mysore Congress and the Mysoio (loveinment Shri Vallabh* 
hhai Patel and Shri J. B. Knpalani proceeded to Ilangalore. They had several 
consultations with the leaders of the Mysore (/ongress and also interviews with 
the Diwan Str Mtrza Ismail. As a result of these a cornproraiso formula was 
evolved the terms of which are as stated below. The terms of settlement comprise 
all the demands made by the State Congress at their conference held at Shivapura 
shortly before. 

(1 ) Recognition of Mysore Congress; (2) declaration bv the Mysore Govorn- 
ZEont that It is open to the reforms Committee to discuss and rooomrnened respon- 
sible Government for Mysoie Btate ; (3) four Congressmen lesignoi /rom 

the reforms committee to be ro-nommated with three additional Coiigi essrccn to 
be selected by the State Congress; ( 4 ) the satyagraha to bo called (iff ny the 
State Congress: (5) general amnesty to poiitical piisoners and withdrawal of 
ail repressive oraers; and (6 ) the Flag dispine to be settled on the linos suggested 
by Mahatma Gandhi — namely that the congress flag should be flown along with 
the State flag on all ceremonial occasions. But at puieJy party functions of the 
Congress only the National flag is to be flown. 

On May 17 the Government of Mysoie passed orders declaiing thfdr policy in 
regard to recognition of the Mysore State Congiess, and cognate matters. The order 
accorded recognition to the congiess party rii the State, accepted the addition of 
three new members selected by the Congiess party to the Constitutional Committee; 
accepted Gandhiji’s compromise formula on the flag issue and piovided assurances 
regarding the release of politual prisoneis and the withdrawal of prohibitory 
orders. These acts, Government hope, “will maik the inauguiation of a now era of 
progress and prosperity In the States ’* 

Congreat Muslim League talks 

On April 28 Gandhijl mot Mr. M. A. Jtnnah, the Pi<*''ident ot tho Muslim Leauge 
and had three hours’ conversation with him on the I .du-Musl.m problem. The 
interview was a sequel to the correspondence that had gudo on between Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah and President Jawaharlal Nehru and Mabatrna Gan<lhi for some months 
past. It was a preliminary Informal exchange of views prt't.aratoiy to more formal 
negotiations between tho parties concerned. The following joint statement was 
Issued to the press : — 

“We had three hours of friendly conversation over tho Hindu-Muslim question. 
The matter will be pursued further. The public will be informed in due course of 
Its developments.’ 

The conversation with Mr Jinnah were thereafter continiiod by the president. 
There were several prolonged conferences between tho two. Some preliminary 
conditions were formulated. Mr. Jinnah proposed to keep these pieliminary conditions 
before the Exeontive of the Muslim Leauge. 

Arrests and Convictions Etc* 

The following are some of the cases of arrests, convictions, internments, 
externments, searches, gagging orders and the like compiled from the daily press 
and the bulletins of the Civil Liberties Union; 

Punjab. 

1. Mr, Harikishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary, JuIIunder District Kfssan 
Committee is being prosecuted under Section 124 I. P. C. for delivering alleged 
aeditiooB speech at Abohar, Ferozepuri Punjab. 
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3, Amritsar Police have arrested five persoas Messrs. SohaniSingh. Buta 
Kapur Singh^ Bhagwan Singh zxiiiiWazir Singh on charges of alleged sedition 
unc^r Sec. 124A. for speeches delivered in the different villages of Ajnala Teshli. 

3. Agha Abdul Karim Sorash Kashmiri was convicted and sentenced to a 
year and a half rigorous imprisonment on April 33 by the District Magistrate, 
Gujarat, (Punjab) for alleged seditious speeches. 

4. An amount of Rs. 1,000 out of the security deposit of Mami Press where the 
‘‘Vir Bharat” is printed has been forfeited to the Punjab Government. 

5. The same govornment demanded a security of Rs, 3,000 from the “Vir 
Bharat” on April 18. 

6. A security of Rs. 500 has been demanded by the Punjab Government from the 
“Hindi Milap.” 

7. Another security has been demanded from the “Vir Milap” Press where 'the 
“Hindi Milap” was published. 

8. The Punjab Government have proscribed issue No. 7. Vol. 1 of the “Kirtl 
Lehar” printed and published at the Azad Press, Meerut. 

9. Mr. Yogindra Chandra Prom^ a Congress worker of Phagwara was served 
with a notice on April 6 asking him not to take part in any political movement In 
future. 

10. Mr. Jalalud-Din Bukhari^ a socialist worker of Bombay, who had been to 
Lahore in connection with the All India Congress Socialist Party Conference was 
arrested on March 31st last under Section 2, Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act 
and was later served with a notice ordering him to quit Punjab and not to return 
for a period of one year. 

11. Sruuait Satyavati, a Congress worker of Delhi, was served with a notice by 
the Punjab Government at the Punjab Provincial Political Conference, Medina, order- 
ing her to quit the boundaries of the Punjab within 24 hours and not to enter without 
permission ror a peiiod of one year. 

12. Mr. A)oy Kumar Ohose, a Socialist leader of Cawnpore who came to Lahore 
to attend the All fn lia Congress Socialist Party Conference was also served with a 
similar notice undn’ Section 3 of the Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act 1936 to 
Quit the province within 24 hours. Eo was later arrested on a charge of defying 
the order. 

13. The District Magistrate of Amiitsar has promulgated an order under Section 
144 Cr. P. C. prohibiting all public meetings and processions in Ajnala Tehsil, Amritsar 
District, for two montlis. 

14. Maulana Habihur Pahaman of Ludhiana, President of the All India Majlis 
Ahrar, was arrested on Apnl 7 at Kalashpur under Section 124A 1. P. C. (sedition). 

15. The Punjab Government have foifeited Rs. 2,000 deposited on March 30, 1937, 
by the Dowan Printing Pres. Lahoio, where the “Pratap” a local daily, is printed. 
The paper is reported to have published an objectionable contributed article in Its 
issue on April 1st. The alleged article dealt with the situation at Hissar before the 
riots and criticised the conduct ot certain police offlcials there. 

16. The Punjab Government have demanded after the forfeiture of Rs. 2,000 
another security deposit of Rs. 3,(X)0 from the Dewan Printing Press, Lahore. 

17. The Punjab Government have prescribed an issue of the Gurmukhi “Kirti 
Lohar,” Meerut, dated April 3rd on the ground that it contains objectionable matter. 

18. Four Socialists or the Punjab were convinced and sentenced to a fine of Rs. 
30 each by the District Magistrate, Lahore, for distributing 'pamphlets .containing 
the text of a letter addressed to Gaudhiji by political prisoners in tho Punjab jails. 
Un refusing to pay the fino they were sent to Jail for one week. 

19. Lahore police raided the offices of “Deshdarpan” a Punjab Daily and “Kavl 
Press Ltd.”, and carried away all copies of the issue of 16th March. This search is 
said to be in connection with a repoit published in the paper regarding courting im- 
prisonment by tho taxi-drivers. 

Bengal, 

1. Mr. Promode Sen of the All India Students* Federation was arrested by the 
Calcutta Secret Police on a charge of sedition for delivering a speech at Hazra Park 

% Charge under the same section was framed on April 22 against Mr. Makhanlal 
Sen, General Manager of the Anand Bazar Patrika for a speech delivered by him in 
connection with the death of Harendra Nath\ Munshi, a hunger-striking political 
prisoner in Dacca Central Jail. 
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3. Bam Sundar Trivedi was sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 100 for having In his 
possession without licence a pistol and some purcussion caps. 

4. Jogesh Chandra Ckatterji, an ox-Kakori case prisoner was served with an ex- 
ternment order to leave Bengal. Sj. Sachindra Nath Bakhshi^ an ex-Kakori case 
prisoner, was served with an externment oider by the Government of Bengal on 
May 17. 

5. An order under Section 144 was served on Prof. Bwnayun Kahir^ President- 
elect of the Bady Krisak Proja Conference, Faiidpur, just when the Confoienoe start- 
ed. He was arrested and the meeting was dispersed. 


Bombay, 

The police arrested four labour leaders out of a batch of fiften who were picketing 
the Ahmedabad Type Foundary, the workers of which had struck owing to dispute 
about wages. 

Delhi. 

Srimati Satyavati^ Socialist leader of Delhi, was arrested on April 21 under 
Section 124 A. I. P. 0. (Sedition) for a speech deliveiod by h *r r^^cently in a village 
in Delhi. 

Bihar, 

The house of Babu Indra Singh, ex- President of Bihar Thana Congress Committee 
was searched by the police ou April 9 in his absence Nothing incrimmaticg was 
found. 

Madras. 

The Madras Government, under Section 19 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) 
Act, have declared forfeited all copies of “Russian Revolution” a book published in 
Telugu language. 

N. W. F. 

The Additional District Magistrate, Peshawar, has demanded a security deposit of 
Rs. 500 from “Mazdur Kisan’*, a Socialist weekly. 

Ajmer 

Maulana Atar Muhammady a piominont Congress worker of Beawar who had 
been awarded 6 months’ iigorous imprisonmont imdei Secdon 5 of the Punjab 
Criminal Law Amendment Act was .sentenced to 1 month’s rgoroiis imprisonment 
on appeal to-day by the Sessions Court, Ajmer. 

Mysore State. 

1. By an executive fiat the Mysore Government have withdrawn the p' rmission 
for editing, printing, and publishing three local papers the “Tamt/ Nada'' ^'Nrva/tvari^ 
and '‘^Vishtvakarnatak”. 

2. An order was issued under Section 144 Cr P. C. by the Dr Magistrate bann- 
ing the hoisting of national flag, prohibiting bolding of meetings and mak'ug speeches. 
The order was defied by residents of the Viduraswatham village in Kolar district 
(about 50 miles from Bangalore) when they assembled at public meeting estimated at 
lOOOO. The gathering was declared an unlawful assembly by t!ie District Magistrate 
who ordered it to disperse. The meeting not having dispersed tlio police opened fire 
which resulted in scve’-al persons being killed and injured. 

3 Mr. P. N. Pandit of Shimoga, Mr. R. Tnimriy Municipal Councillor, Bangalore, 
and three others were arrested on April 17 under Bection 39 of the Mysore Police 
Regulation for disobeying the order piohibiting the hoisting of the National Flag. 
They were afterwards convicted and sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment 
and fine. 

4. A prohibitory order was served bv Shimoga police on Messrs. V. Oogi^ 

D. K, Manappa and eleven others on April 18. 

5. Prohibitoiy orders wore served on the President of Ilassan District Board 
prohibiting him for a period of two months from addressing meetings within a 
radius of five miles. 

6. Similar orders were passed on Mr. A. A. Khen in Bangalore City. 

7. Prohibitory orders were also served on Messrs. Sitharam Sastri, H, K* 
Qowda Mahomed Sait and T, 8. R. Iyengar by District Magistrate, Mysore* 
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8 Seven persons including a woman were convicted in Cbitaldrug for defying the 
order of the District Magistrate. 

9. On the eve of the Shivpur Congress Convention an order prohibiting the 
hoisting of the Congress flag was served on many prominent Congressmen throughout 
the State by the District Magistrate of Mysore. Mr. T. Stddalinga^ President and 
Mr. Jots were arrested for breaking the order. 

(All the arrested and convicted persons have since been released). 

Travancore State : 

1. Members of the Defence Committee Messrs. Pettam Thanu Pillai^ T. M. 
Varghese, K. T. Thomas and K. P. N. Ptllai were seived with oideis prohibiting 
them from holding any public reception, demonstrations or meetings in any part of 
the Tiivandium District in honour of Mr. Nariman for a period of two months on 
the alleged ground that a rival section had organised themselves to oi>pose the 
reception. 

2. A restraint order was also served on Mr. K. F. Nariman prohibiting him 
from addressing meetings in Trivandum District. 

3. Messrs. F\ K. Kunju and P. N. Kttshna Ptllat^ President and Vice-President 
Travancore Labour Association were arrested on March 25 on a warrant issued by the 
Magistrate, Alleppey 

4. A meeting of labourers as Shortally on April 1 was prohibited by the District 
Magistrate of Kettayam. 

5. Alleppy police made a severe lathi charge on a proccvssion of labourers who 
wcie demonstrating against the arrest of their loaders. Seveial were injured and 
Mr. Bava, a labourer, w’ho suffered serious injuries succumbed later on. 

f). A sentence of J8 months’ simplo imprisonment on a charge of sedition In res- 
pect of an article in a paper was passed on Mr. Narayana Ptllat, Advocate, by the 
Sessions Judge, Trivandrum. Mr. K. F . Nariman of Bombay was refused permission 
to appear in the State’s Court to defend the acccused. 

7. The Older of the Quilon District Magistrate prohibiting public meetings and 
other demonstrations have been extended for two months more. 

Other Indian States : 

1. Lathi charge on women has not been an unfrequent occurrence in Mansa 
State. Several women are reported to have been'senousiy injured in Piijapara vill- 
age. A few were ariested. 

2. Mansa State has convicted and sentenced Mr. Oopaldas Chagtvandas^ Presi- 
dent and Mr. Awritlal Kaltdas^ Secretarv of the Mansa Peasants Committee to ten 
morith.s’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs 50 or in default one month’s further impri- 
sonment for defying tiie State ban or piocessions and meetings. Seven others tried 
for the same offence have been fined Rs. 25 each. 

3. Ramdurg State Mounted Police, it is reported, was called out to disperse a 
procession of villagers demanding a remission of taxes. Twenty persons are reported 
to have been injured by the lathi charge. 

4. Raka Mohd. Akhar, a Muslim leader of Mnipur, Kashmir, has been arrested 
on a charge of delivering an alleged seditious speech. It is reported that he delivered 
a speech supporting the resolution urging the establishment of losponsible Govern- 
ment in the State in the meeting of the Muslim Conference recently held at Jammu. 
The speech was considered objectionable by the Government. 

5. Sohawal State has promulgated an order under Section 144 Cr P. C. banning 
the holding of meetings or taking out of processions within the State limits and have 
arrested three leaders of the Kisans on the alleged charge of violatiug the prohibitory 
order. 

6. Kalsia Slate police have arrested Sardar Atma Singh, President, Sardar 
Stiamsher Singh, Gcneial Secietary, and four workers of the Kisan Committee under 
Section 124 A 1. P. C. (Sedition). 



The Indian National Congress 

Slst. Session — Haripura — 19th- to Zlst- February 1938. 

The 51st session of the Indian National Congress opened on the 19tli. 
February 1938 at Yithal Nagar in Haripura, Ouiarat in tlie vast amphitheatre 
the open grandeur and simplicity of which easily marked it out as the 
piece~de-rcsi stance of the whole Nagar. With ten-foot bamboo thatti walls skirting 
all round and its six huge gales, the amphitheatre presented the spectacle of a vast 
fortress with menacing battlements fiom a distance. On a nearer approach, the gates, 
particularly the two mam ones opening on Janda Chowk, revealed glorious examples of 
art with a distinct oiiental stamp about them. Htepping into the arena past the 
tri-colour curtains, whith hide the view of the inteiior thiough the gates, one 
was suddenly struck !•> the vastnoss of the aiea which the bamboo thattis hid from 
the public view. 

Oval in shape, the amphitheatre, which has been planned to eccommodate more 
than three lakhs, must have entailed the organisers the least laboui for all its immen- 
sity. The natural lay of the ground made it immensely f suitable foi the jtuiftose of 
the gigantic gathering Slofung graduallv fiom the rivoi-side, the ground suddenly 
rose m the opposite diieution towards the leadois' dais on the oiiposito side. The 
neatly maiked out enclosures for the delegates from the different Ihovmces, visitors 
and the pi ess, the spacious dais, with galleiies on either side of it, for the Keception 
Committee membcis and, downing all, the biilliantly-lighted rostrum with its artistic 
outlines, marked out by multi-coloured lamps, presented an unforgettable spectacle of 
grandeur and ordeiliness. 

Long before the meeting >;Nas duo to commence, the vast visitors’ enclosures began 
slowly but steadily filling up. The villagers, men, women and children, cairying blan- 
kets, "began to settle down in ordeily fashion for what to them was a memorable event 
in their lives. Volunteers and Desh Sevikas were busy directing the stream of visitors 
through the proper gates, leading to the different enclosures. 

A seething mass of humanity besieged all gates to tho vast amphitheatre where 
the open session was held and dospile the orderly bediaviour of the crowd tho 
volunteers at the vaiious gates w’eie hard put to it to regulate admission. At 4-50 
p.m. ovei two lakhs of people w’ere inside, but huge poitious of tin; araplnthoatie 
were still vacant. In fact one jiart of tho visitors’ enclusuie had been filled while the 
other remained partially filled, showing the vastness of the amphitheatie. The dele- 
gates’ enclosure and the Kecoption Comraittoe gallery however had been completely 
filled. Outside, the villagers had squatted down patiently in their hundreds to <et the 
moie impatient pass and then take their turn. The gates wore all wudo open, people 
pouring in thousands and the vast visitors’ enclosuie was steadily lillmg. llie sun was 
casting long shadows and in the yellow light the Presidential dais, wuth a row of saff- 
ron-sareed Sevikas guarding it all round with Lauds locked in hand, prpseu»e(l a line 
spectacle. More Sevikas and volunteers lin^d all routes insido tho amphitboafro. 

The presidential procession from the we.stern gate of tho open amphitheatie to the 
dais on the eastern side, cutting right across the araphitheatro, prov/ded an impres- 
sive spectacle. Mai clung wuth military precision the volunteois’ band headed tho pro- 
cession. Dai bar Gopaldas, Chairman of the Keception (’ommittee, followed immediate- 
ly leading the President. Mr. Bose, wearing a tn-coloured garland and kumkum on 
Ills forehead, was supported on his left by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, while other 
mcmbeis of the Woiking Committee followed in twos. Mr. Kaiat Bose brought up the 
rear. Loid Samuel was an interested spectator of tho procession and was seen tSikicg 
pictures of the piocossion as it neared the dais. 

The huge gathering, by now more than two lakhs, had just settled down after the 
excitement of the procession when a car moved slowly up to the amphitheatre and 
halted just in front of the dais. There was no mistaking the identity of its occupant. 
Gandhi] 1 emerged and w'as received by Mr. Bose. As Mahatma Gandhi’s frail form 
was sighted, climbing the steps of the huge platform helped by Mr. Bose, the entire 
concourse rose to its feet as one man and Lustily cheered the Mahatma, and the bat- 
tery of cameras clicked, the Mahatma’s beaming eyes peeping over his nose. The 
Mahatma slowly raised bis hands in acknowledgment to the thunderous cries of ^Jaia* 
from every side. Mahatma Gandhi, then, as he went to take his seat at the centre of 
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the dais, returned the salutations of leaders who bowed to him. Gandhi ji seated him- 
self at the centre under the khadi umbrella placed there to protect him from the 
sun. “Vande Mataram” was then sung, followed by Tagoie’s morning song of India 
’^Janaganamana”. 


•The Welcome Addreia 

In the course of his welcome address as Chairman of the Reception Committoa 
Sardar Darbar Oopaldaa said 

“I do not know whv an ordinary worker like me should have been made Chair- 
man of the Reception Committee. There is one thing certainly which is the common 
practice in Gujerat and It is this ; that we are disciplined soldiers, ready to carry 
out the orders of our chief. You know Sardar Vallabhbhai. IIis general orders aro 
that all speech-making is to bo left to him, wo have to woik away silently. And 
yet if I happen to bo here, you must understand that it is at his behest. It Is not 
for me to make a speech, political or other. The political pronouncement will be 
made by the President My business is to welcome vou to-day on behalf of Gujerat 
and, welcoming you as I do on behalf of businesslike Gujerat, I will make only a 
brief businesslike speech. 

“My own faith in the old programme of 1921 Is well known and in spite of the 
alteration in details that it has undergone, I think it is that programme that is going 
ultimately to help us win our freedom. If the value of truth and non-violence and 
of the constructive programme that they imply was great for the initial stages of the 
struggle, it is greater whilst wo have passed the middle stages and, God willing, are 
nearing the end of the journey It is as a staunch believer in those basic principles 
and a humble soldier that 1 have the honour to welcome you on the bank of the 
Tapti. 

“Since last year wo have begun Conerress work in the villages. Faizpnr had the first 
honour and we have had the benefit of the experience gained at Faizpur. But I do 
not know how far w'o have succeeded In making full use of that experience. 'VVhat you 
see here is the result of the labour of hundreds of devoted volunteer w’orkeis, two 
of whom havo laid down their lives here. Not only Gujerat but India mourns the 
loss of Pandit Kharo whom all of us miss here so much. My share in the work 
here Is negligible. It is not for me to say how fai we havo succeeded. It will be 
for jou to give your verdict after the end of this session. All I havo to do to-day 
is to welcome vou cordially on behalf of Gujerat and specially on behalf ^ of 
the peasants of Bardoll and Kas, whose share has been not inconsiderable in making 
what history we have made. And in giving you welcome, I would also beg you 
to bear with our many shortcomings, to be [content with what comforts w’e have 

been able to provide and not to mind the discomforts tint we have not quite been 

able to avoid. 

'‘NVe aro blessed with the Presidentship of one whose life is an unbroken record 
of sacrifice and service and suffering. lie comes from a Province which has on all 
three previous occasions given Gujerat the Presidents of the Congress and which in 
suffering would easily take first rank among the provinces of this country. I hope 

and pray that under the wise guidance of our President, we may march further 

forward to our goal and add more gloiious chapters to our history. 

“Sabhas Babu, I request you to take the chair.” 

Presidential Address 

Taking the cbalr, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose delivered his Presidential Address. 
The following Is the text : — 

I am deeply sensible of the honour you have done me by electing me as the 
President of the Indian National Congress for the coming year. I am not so 
presumptuous as to think for one moment that I am in any way worthy of that 
great honour. I regard it as a mark of your generosity and as a* tribute to the youths 
of our country, but for whose cumulative contribution to our national struggle, we 
would not be where we are today. It is with a souse of fear and trepidation that 
1 mount the tribune which has hitherto been graced by the most illustrious sons 
and daughters of our motherland. Conscious as I am of my numerous limitations, I 
can only hope and pray that with your sympathy and support I may be able in 
some small measure to do justice to the high office which you have called upon 
me to fill* 
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At the outset may I voice your feelings in placing on record our profound grief 
at the death of Shrimati Swaruprani Nehru, Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose and Dr. 
Sarat Chandra Chatterii. Shiimati Swaruprani Nehru was to us not merely the 
worthy consort of Bandit Motilal and the revered mother of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Her suffering, sacrifice and service in thoji cause of India’s fioedom were such 
as any individual could feel proud of. As compatriots wo mourn her death and our 
hearts go out in sympathy to Pandit Nehru and other members of the bereaved 
family. 

To Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, India will always remain beholden for being the 
first to secure her an honoured place in the modern scientific woild, A nationalist 
to the core of his heart, Sir Jagadish gave his life not merely to Science but to 
India as well. India knows it and is grateful for it. Wo convey our heartfelt sympathy 
to Lady Bose. 

Through the untimely death of Dr. Sarat Chandra Chattel ji India has lost one of 
the brightest stars in her literary firmament. Though his name has been for vears an 
household word in Bengal, ho is not less known in the literary woild of India. But 
If Sarat Babu was groat as a litterateur, ho was perhaps gi eater as a patiiot. The 
Congress in Bengal is distinctly poorer to-day because of his doath. We send our 
sincerest condolence to tlio momhors of his family. 

Before 1 proceed further 1 should like to bow ray head in homage to t!ie memory 
of those who have laid down their lives in the service of the country since the 
Congress met last year at Faizpur. I should mention ospocially those who died in 
prison or in internment or soon after release fiom internmout. I should lefer m 
particular to 8\t Ilarendra Munshi, a political prisoner in the Dura Coritial Jail, who 

laid down his life the other day as a result of a huiigoi -stiike. Mv feelings aie still 

too laceiated to permit me to say much on this subject. I shall only ask vou if 
there is not “something rotten m the ^t.ite of Denntaik” that siicli biight and 
promising souls as Jatin das, Sardar Mahabir Singh, Ramkrislina Nama Das, Mohit 
Mohan Maitia, Ilaieudra Miuishi and others should feel the utgo not to live 
life but to end it ? 

When wo take a bird’s eye-view of the entire panorama of human liistory the first 
thing that strikes us is the lise and fall of empires. In tin* Ea^t as well as in the 
West, empires have invanably gone through a process of expansion and after reacli- 
ing the zenith of prosmiiity, have gradually shrunk into insignifK'anoe and sometimes 
death. The Roman Empire of the ancient times and the Turkish and Austro- 
Hungarian empires of the modern period are striking examples of this law. The 

empires in India — the Maurya, Gupta and the Moghul empiitvS'-are no exception to 

this rule. In the face of these objective facts of history can anv o,u) be so hold as 
to maintain that there is lu store a different fate for the British Erajiire V That 
Empire stands to-day at one of the cross-roads of history. It mil cither go the way 
of other empires or it must transfoim itself into a fedeiation of fiee riahoiM. Kither 
course is open to it. The Czarist empire collapsed m 1917 hut oat of ,ts debris 
sprang the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. There is still time for Groat Britain 
to take a leaf out of Russian history. 'Will she do so ? 

SoaALISM AND THE EmFIRK 

The Biitish Empire is a hybrid phenomenon in politics. It is a peculiar combina- 
tion of self-government countiies, partially self-governing dependencies and autocra- 
tically governed colonies. Constitutional device and human ingenuity may bolster up 
this combination for a while but not for ever. If the internal incongruities are not 
removed in good time then quite apart from external pressure, the empire is sure to 
break down under its own strain. But can the British Empire transform itself 
into a federation of free nations with one bold sweep ? It is for the British people 
to answer this question. One thing, however, is certain. This transformation will 
be possible only if the British people become free in their own homes— only if Great 
Britain becomes a socialist state. There is an inseparable connection between the 
capitalist ruling classes in Great Britain and the colonies abroad. As Lenin pointed 
out long ago, “reaction in Groat Britain is strengthened and fed by the enslavement 
of a number of nations.” The British aristrocracy and bourgeoisie exist primarily 
because there are colonies and overseas dependencies to exploit. The emancipation 
of the latter will undoubtedly strike at the very existence of the capitalist ruling 
classes in Great Britain and precipitate the estabfishment of a socialist regime in that 
country. It sbonld therefore bo clear that a Socialist order in Great Britain is 
impossible of achievement without the liquidation of colonialism and that we who 
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are fi^jhtinK for tho political freedom of India and other enslaved countries of the 
I Biitish Empire are incidentally fighting for tho economic emancipation of the British 
*)eo|>l 0 as well. 

It is a well-known truism that every empiio is based on the policy of divide and 
rule. But I doubt if any erapiie in tho world has practised this policy so skilfully, 
systematically and ruthlessly as fit oat Britain. In accoi dance with this policy, before 

r ower was handed over to tiie lush people, Ulster was separated from the rest of 
reland. Similarly, before any power is handed over to the Palestinians, the Jews will 
be separated from the Arabs, An internal partition is necessary in order to neutralise 
tho transference of power The same principle of partition appears in a different for in 
in the new Indian C'onstitntion. Ilei'e wo find an attempt to separate tho different 
communities and put them into water-tight corapai tments. And in tire Federal 
scheme there is a juxtaposition of autociatic Princes and democratically elected 
repi'osentatives fr'om British India. If the new (Jonstitution is finally i ejected, whether 
owing to tlie opposition of Biitish India or owing to the refusal of tho Princes to 
joining it, I have no doubt that British ingHnuity will seek some otlnr constitutional 
device for paititionmg India and thereby neutralising tho transference of power to 
the Indian people. Therefore, any constitution for India which emanates from 
Whitehall must be examined with tlio utmost caie and caution. 

The policy of divide and rule, thougli it has Its obvious advantages, is by no 
means an unraixod blessing for tho ruling irowor. As a matter of fact it creates new 
problems and new embarassments. Great Britain seems to bo caught in the meshes of 
nor own political dualism losulting from her policy of divide and rule Will she please 
the Moslem or tho Hindu in India? Will she favour tho Arab or the Jew iti Palestine, 
the Arab or the Kui<i in Ii’aq ? Will sh" side with the King or the Wafd in Egypt ? 
The same dualism is visible outside the Empiio. In the case of Sfiain, Biitish poli- 
ticians aio torn between such alternatives as Franco and tho lawful Government — 
and in the wuler held of European politics between France and Geirnany. The 
contradictions and inconsistencies in Biitain’s f»»reii;n policy are the dneet outcome 
of the hotoiogeiious composition of hei Empiie Tiie British Oahinot his to please 
the Jews because she cannot iguoie .1 ‘W ish high finance. Oii the othei hand, the 
India Otfice and Foivign OITioc have to placate the Aiabs because of Imperial 
interests in the Near East and in India The only rue ins wheieby (Ireat Biitain 
can free lierself fiora sucli conti a dictions and iiMonsistencies is by transforming the 
Kmfiire into a federation of fiec nations. If she coul i do that, she wmild be pei- 
foiming a rairacio in liistoiy. But if she fails, she must lecouoilo herself to the 
gradual disraeinherraent of a vast empire whoie the sura is sujiposed not to set. Let 
not tile le.sson of the Austro- H unear lau Empiie be lost on the Biitish peojile. 

The British Empire at the piesent moment in suffer mg from stiam at a nuinher of 
points. Within tlio Eraniie on the evtrerno West tlieie is Ireland and on the ex- 
treme East, India. In the middle lies Palestine with tho adjoining countiies of Egypt 
and Iraq. Outside the Empire there ts the pressure oxiMted by Italy in tlio Medi- 
terranean and Japan in the Far East, bo h of these countiies being railiiaiit, aggres- 
sive and Imperialist. Against tins background of unrest stands Soviet Russia wlnr.se 
very existence strikes terioi into the hearts of the luling classes in every Imperialist 
State, How long can the British Empiie withstand the cumulative effect of this pres- 
sute and strain ? 

To-day, Britain can hardlv <‘all heiself “The Mistress of the Seas.” Her pheno- 
menal rise in the 18th ami 19th centuries was the result of her sea power lie de- 

cline as an empire in tho 2Uth century will be the outcorne of the eraeigeuce of a 
new factor in the world Instoiy — Air Force It was due to thi.s now factor, Air Foi’ce, 
that an impudent Italy could successfully challenge a fully mobilised Idiitish Navy in 
the Mediteri'anean. Biitain can r-eaim on land, .st*a and air up to the utmost limit. 

Battleships may still stand up to bombing fiom the air, imt an foice as a powerful 

element in modern warfare has come to stay. Distances have been obliterated and 
despite all anti-air-craft defences, London lies at the mercy of any bombing squardon 
from a Continental centre. In short, air force has t evolutioniseil modern warfare, des- 
troyed the insularity of Great Britain and rudely disturbed the balance of power m 
world-politics. The clay feet of a gigantic Empire now stands exposed as it has never 
been before. 

A Fkdeua>l Repuulio for India 

Amid this interplay of world forces India emerges much stronger than she has 
ever been before. Ours is a vast country with a population of 350 millions. Our 

43 
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vastnees in area and in population has hitherto been a source of weakness. It is to- 
day a soureo of strength if we can only stand united and boldly face our rulers. 
From the standpoint of Indian unity the first thing to remember is that the division 
between British India and the In<lian States is an entirely artifieial one. India is one 
and the hopes and aspirations of the people of Biitisli India and of tlio Indian States 
are identical. Our goal is that of an independent India and in ray view that goal can 
be attained only through a federal republic in which the Provinc(?s and the States 
will be willing printers. The Congress has, time and again, offered its sympathy an<l 
moral support to the movement earned on by the States’ subjects for the establish- 
ment of democratic government in what is known as Indian India. It may bo that 
at this moment onr hands are so full that the Congress is not in a position to do 
more for our compatiiots in the Stati‘s. But even to-day theic is nothing to pi event 
individual Congressmen fiora aetively espousing the cause of the States’ subjects 
and paiticipating m their struggle, rhete ar*e people in the Congress like myself 
who would hke to see the Congress jiar ficipating more aetively in tin* movement of 
the States’ subject, I personally hope that in the neai future it will he possible for 
the Indian National Congress to take a for war'd step and olh>r a helping hand to 
our fellow-fighters in the States Let us not forget that they need our symi»athy 
and our help, 

Rights^of Minorittks 

Talking of Indian unity, the nevf tiling that strikes us is the jeohlrm of tlie 
minorities. The Congress has, flora time to time, dt'elauC its police r>n this question 
The latest authoiitative pi onouncemenl made by the A II- India t^iugie.ss Committee 
at its meeting in Calcutta in Octobei, 10.17, runs thus: 

“The Congress has solemnly an<l refteate.l'v deelaiel its policy in rvgaid to the 
rights of the minonties in India and has stated tliat it lonsideis it its duty to 
protect these lights ami ensuie the widest possihh^ sijope foi the development of these 
minorities and their paiticipatioii in the fullest measme in tin* fiolitu a!, eeonf mic and 
cultural life of the nation. The ohjiMdive of theCongi(*ss ’s an independent and muted 
India where no class orgioup ormajoiity ot minority may i-xploit another to its own 
advantage, and where all tlie eh*merits in the nation may co-opeia»e logethoi for the 
common good and the advancement of the people f>f India 'Thi-. objective of 
unity and mutual co-operation in a common fteedom does noi mtsm ihc Hufiprossiori 
in any way of the rich vanoty and cultiiial diveisity of Indian hfe, which have to 
be preserved in Older to give fieedora and opportunity to the individual as well as 
to each group to develop unhindered aecoiding to its capa uty and imdination. 

“In view, however, of attempts having been made to msinte’piet the Congre.ss 
policy in this regal'd, the All-India Congress (tornraittce desiio to reiterate tins 
policy. The Congress lias included in its icsolution on F'und.aniental Righis that 

(i) Every citizen of India has the light of free expicssn n r^f opinion, the right 
of free association and combination and the right to ass<«rnbjc [leacefiilly and avithout 
arms, for a purpose not opposed to law or moiality 

(ii) Every citizen shall enjoy freedom of conscience ami the i tght fice’j to profess 
and practise his religion, subject to public ordoi an 1 morality. 

(iii) The culture, language and script of the minorities arid of the different linguis- 
tic areas shall be protected. 

(iv) All citizens are equal before the law, iriespective of religion, caste, creed 
or sex. 

(v) No disability attaches to any citizen by roa.son of his or her religion, easte, 
creed or sex, in regard to public employment, office of power or honour, and in the 
exercise of any trade or calling. 

(vi) All citizens have equal rights and duties in regard to wells, tanks, roads, 
schools and places of public resort, maintained out of {Stare, or local funds, or dedicated 
by private persons for the use of the general public. 

(vii) The State shall observe neutrality in regard to all religions. 

(viii) The franchise shall be on the basis of universal adult suffrage. 

(ix) Every citizen is free to move throughout India and to stay and settle in any 
part thereof, to acquire property and to follow any trade or calling, and to bo treated 
equally with regard to legal prosecution or protection in all parts of India. 

“These clauses of the Fundamental Rights resolution make it clear that there 
should be no interference in matters of conscience, religion or culture, and a minority 
is entitled to keep its personal law without any change in this respect being imposed 
by the majority. 
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‘‘The position of the Congress in regard to the communal decision has been re- 
peatedly made clear in Congress resolutions and finally in the Election Manifesto 
issued last year. The Congress is opposed to this decision as it is anti-national, 
anti-democratic and it is a barrier to Indian freedom and the development of Indian 
unity. Nevertheless, the Congress has declared that a change in or supersession of 
the Communal Decision should only be brought about by the natural agreement of 
the parties conceined. The Congiess has always welcomed and is prepared to take 
advantage of any o})portunity to bring about such a change by mutual agreement. 

“In all matters affecting the minorities in India, the Congress wishes to proceed 
by their co-oj)eration and through their goodwill in a common undertaking and for 
the realisation of a common aim which is the freedom and betterment of all the 
people of India.” 

The time is opportune for renewing our efforts for the final solution of this 
problem. 1 believe I am voicing the feelings of all Congressmen when I say that 
wo are eager to do our very best to arrive at an agreed solution, consistent with the 
fundamental principles of nationalism. It is unnecessary for mo to go into details 
as to the liu(*s ou which a solution should take place. Much useful ground has 
already been covered in past conferences and conversations. 1 shall merely add that 
only by emphasising our common interests, economic and political, can we out 
across communal divisions and dissensions. A policy of live and let live in matters 
leligious and an understanding in matters economic and political should be our 
objective. Tlioiigli tlie Muslim pioblem looms laige whenever we think of the ques- 
tion of the minoiitu's, aud (hough we aie auxious to finally settle this pioblem, 
I must say that the Congioss is equally desirous of doing justice to the other minori- 
ties, and specially ♦he so-called depressed classes whose number is a very large one. 
I would put it to the members of the minority communities in India to consider dis- 
passionately if they have anything to fear when the Congress programme is put into 
operation. Ihe Congress stands fui ino political and economic rights of the Indian 
people as a wiiole. If it succeeds in executing its programme, the minority com- 
munities would be benefited as much as any other section of the Indian population. 
Moroovei, if <iftei the capture of political power, national reconsti notion takes place 
on socialistic lines—as I have no doubt it will — it is the “have-nots” who will benefit 
at the expense of tlie “haves" and the Indian masses have to be classified among the 
“have-nots”. Thi're remains but one question which may be a source of anxiety to 
the minoiities, vi/.., religion in the aspect of cultuio that is based on religion. Oa 
this question, the Congiess policy is one of live and let live — a policy of complete 
non-iiiterfeicMu e in matters of conscience, leligion and culture as well as cultural 
autonomy for the different liiiguistie aieas The Muslims have, therefore, nothing to 
fear in the event of India winning lier fieoiom~on the cuntiary they have every 
thing to gam iSo far as the leligious and social disabilities of the so-callei depressed 
classes are concerned, it is well knov. u that during the last seventeen years the 
Congress has h»ft no stone unturned in the effort to move them, and I have no doubt 
that the day is not far off when such disabilities w^ill bo a thing of the past. 

I shall now proceed to consider the method which the Congress should pursue in 
the years to come as well as its lole in the national stiugglo. I believe more than 
over that the method should be “.satyagi aha” or non- violent noa-co-opeiation in the 
widest sense of the term, including civil disobedience. It would not be correct to 
call our method jiassivo losistauce “Satyagraha”, as I undei stand it, is not merely 
passive resistance but active lesistance as well, though that activity must be of a 
non-violent cliaiactei. It is necessary to remind our couutiyraon that satyagraha or 
non- violent lum-co-oporation may have to be resorted to again. The acceptance of 
office in the piovmces as an experimental measure should not lead us to think that 
our future activity is to be confined within thejimits of strict constitutionalism. There 
IS every possibility that a detormind opposition to the forcible inauguration of Federa- 
tion may land us in another big campaign of civil disobedience. 

In our struggle for independence we may adopt either of two alternatives. We 
may continue our fight untfl wo have our full fieedom and in the meantime decline 
to use any [lowor that we may capture while on the march. We may, on the other 
hand, go on consolidating our position while wo continue our stiuggle for Puma 
Swaraj or complete iudepeudonce. From the point of view of principle, both the 
alternatives are equally acceptable and a piior consideration need not worry us. 
But we should consider very caiefully at every stage as to which alternative would 
e more conducive to our national advancement. In either case the ultimate stage 
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in our progress will be the severance of British connection. When that severance 
takes place and there is no trace left of British domination, we shall be in a posi- 
tion to determine our future relations with Great Britain through a treaty of alliance 
voluntarily entered into by both parties. AVhat our future relations with Great 
Britain will or should be, it is too early to .say. That will depend to a large extent 
on the attitude of the British people themselves. On this point J have been greatly 
impressed by the attitude of the Piesident D» Valeia. Like the President of Eiie, 
1 should also say that w^e have no enmity towanls the Biitish people. We aie 
fighting Great Biitain and we want the fulle-^t libeity to determine our future rela- 
tions with her But onco we have real self-deieimination there is no reason why 
we should not enter into the most cordial lelations with the Biitish people. 

1 am afraid there is a lack of clarity in tin* minds of many Congressmen as to 
the role of the Congress in the history of out national stinggle. 1 know th.it there 
aie friends who think that after freedom is won, the (^ingress party, having a'’hieved 
its objective should wither away Such a conception is entirely erroneous. Tlie 
party that wins freedom for India should be also tho paitv that will put into efh^ct 
the entire programme of post-war reconstruction Onlv those who have won power 
can handle it properly. If other people are pilrhfoiked -into seats of power wliieh 
they were not rosponsihlo for capturing, thev will l.ulv that .streiigth, confidenije and 
riieahsm which is indispensable for revolutionary re<-onslr uct.on It is this which 
accounts for the difference in the record of tho Congiess and non-Con^ress minis- 
tries in the very narrow sphere of provincial autonornv. 

No, there can be no question of the Congress P.iitv uiilieiing away after political 
freedom is won. On tho contiaiv the fraitv will have to take over pow ei, assume res- 
ponsibility for administration and put through rts pi 'giamme of leeunstiuetioa. Only 
there will it fulfil its role. If it \v<*io to foieihly l.qoniiie itself, i h.U/S would follow. 
Looking at post AVar Europe we find that onlv in those countries lias there been oiderlv 
and continuous progiess where tho party which sei/.(‘l power uudertook the w'ork of 
reconstruction, 1 know that it will he argued that the contimiauce of a party i» su-di 
circumstances, standing behind the State, will conveit that State into a totalitarian 
one , but I cannot admit the chaige. Tin* S'atu wmII possibly bi-come a tetahtaiiau 
one, if tlipie be ouly one party as in countnes like Russia, Geirnany and Italy. Hut 
tliere is no leasou wbv other parties should he banned. Moiooim. the party itself 
will have a demo<-i*atie basis, unlike for insiain e the N,»/j I'aitv, whud; is based on the 
“Leader I’linciple'’ The eMsfence of inoie th.in one party and Hu* domocialu* basis 
of the Congress Paity will prevent the future ledi.iu Side lec>'in'i’g a totalitarian 
one. Further, Hie domocratK! basis of the party will o'l-uio that leaders are not 
thrust upon tlie people from above, hut are el(‘( ted fiom htsow. 

Though it mav he somewhat piematuie t<t give a iief.iiled phin of i oconstruction, 
we might as w i-ll consider some of (he piineipics a* coriimg to which our future 
social reconstruction should take place. 1 have no d( uht in iii\ rnirui tliai our chief 
national problems relating to tlie oiavJication of poverty, iliitmacy and lisoasa and 
to scientific pioduction and distribution can he cfTcofively ta'-kled only along socia- 
listic lines. The veiy first thing which our future national ir vf’i nrnenr will have 
to do would be to set up a commis.si()n foi drawing up a eomp’chiuis've plan of 
reconstruction The plan will have two parts — an immediate prc^ranirru' and a long 
period progiamme. In drawdng up the fiist part the immediate objectives which will 
have to ho kept in view will lur thieo-fold— fiistly, to prepare the country for self- 
sacrifice; secondly, to unify India and thirdly, to give scojM) foi local and cultuial 
autonomy. The sei-ond and thiid objectives mav appear to he contradictory but they 
aio not really so whatever political talent or genius we mav possess as a people will 
have to bo used in reconciling these two objectives We sliall have to unify the 
country so that we may he able to hold India against any foreign invasion. While 
unifying tho eouritry through a strong Central (Jovornmeiit wo shall have to put all the 
minority communities as well as the provinces at thcii ease by allowing them a large 
measure of autonomy in cultural as wcdl as Oovornmental affairs. Especial efforts will 
he needed to keep our people together when the load of foreign domioation is 
removed because alien rule has dcmoraliseil and disorganised as to a degree. To 
juomote national unity wo shall have to develop our lingua franca and a common 
script. Further, with the lielp of siudr modern scientific contrivances as aeroplanes, 
telephone, radio films, television etc, we shall have to biing the different parts of 
India close to one another and through u common o«Iucatioual [lolicy we shall have 
to foster a common spirit among the entire population. 

bo Iftr as our lingua xiauea is concerned, I am inclined to ililuk that the distiuciioo 
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between Hindi and UHii it an aitifi<jial one The most natural Inigua franca would 
be a mixture of the two such as is spoken in daily life in laige poitious of the coun- 
tiy and this common language may be written 1n either of the two scripts, Nagari 
or Urdu, 1 am aware that there are people in India wlio stiongly favour either of 
the two scripts to the exclusion of the other. Our policy, however, should not be 
one of exclusion. We should allow tho fullest latitude to use either script. At the 
same time, 1 am inclined to think that tho ultimate solution and the best solution 
would be the adoption of a script that would biing us into lino with the lest of the 
woild, Pei haps, some of our countivmou will gape with honor when they hear of 
the adnptioii of tho Roman script, but I would b'‘g them to consider this problem 
flora the scientific aud historical point of view. If we do that, we shall realise at 
onoH that there is nothing sacrosanct in a sciipt. The Nagari sciipt, as we know it 
to-dav, has passed througli several phases of evolution. Besidf‘s, most of the major 
niovincos of India have their own scnpt and there is the Urdu sciipt which is ush«1 
laigely by tlie Urdu-speaking public in India and by both Muslims and Hindus 
in provinces like the I’uiijab and Sind In vitnv of such diversity, the choi(!e of a 
uniform script for the wliolo of India should be made m a thoroughly scientific and 
impartial spirit, fiee from bias of eveiy kind I confess that there was a time when I 
felt that It would he auti-national to adopt a foreign scn|)t. But mv visit to Turkey 
111 1934 was responsible for converting m**. I then loalised for tlni first time what 
a great aci vantage it was to have the same script as the rest of the woild. So far 
as oui masses are lonceined, since m(*ro than 9J per cent are illiterate and are not 
familiar with any scnpt, it will not matter to them uhich scnpt we introduce wlien 
they aiH educated The Roman script will, moreovei, facilitate their learning a 
Euiop(‘an language. 1 am quite aware how unf»opular the immediate adoption of the 
Roman smipt would be in our countrv. Nevei tireless I would beg my countrymen to 
consider what would bo the wisest solution in the long run. 

With regard to tlio long-period programme for a free India, the first problem to 
t.ick'.e IS that of increas'iig population. I do not desire to go into the theoretical 
qjiestioii as to whothor India is over -populated or not. I simnly want to point out 

tnat wliere povoity, staivation aud disease aie stalking the laua, we cannot afford to 

have (un population rn uniting up liy thirty millions diiiiug a single decade. If the 
populatio.i g les up ii> l.'aps and bouu K, a-* it has done in tlie lecent past, our plans 
aie hkelv to f.ill thiough It will theiefoie he desiiable to i(*strict our pofuilation 
until we ,ifi‘ aide to fivd, clothe aud oilucato those who already exist. It is not 
nis’e'.saiv at this stage to pteseiiho the methods that should bo adopted to pi event a 
fiiHlier iuiueaso in po[>ulation. But 1 would urge that public attention bo drawn to 
this question 

Regarding i ocoiistr uciiou, our principal problem will be how to eiadioate povoity 
flora our eouiitty That will inquire a radical loform of our laud 
s\stem nndudmg the abolition of landlordism Agricultuial indebtedness will 
have to be liqiiidat'3«l and proviMou made for cheap ciodit for the lural 
riopiilation An extension of tho co-operative movoraeut will be necessary for the 
benefit of lioth prodiictu’s aud coii.sumois .Agi iculturo will have to be put on a 

scientific basis with a view to increasing the yield fiom tho ’and. To solve the 

economic [nobleiu. agiioultuial impiovcraent will not be enough. A comprehensive 
scheme of iiidustiial development under state-ownership and state-control will he 
iiidispeiisahle. A now indiistiial system will have to ho built up in place of the 
obi one which has collapsed as a lesult of mass production abroad and alien rule 
at home. The planning comimsMou will have to consider caiefully and decide which 
of the home industries eould be revived despite tho competition of inodorii factories 
and in winch sphere, luge scale production should be encoiiiaged. However much 
we raav dislike raoilerii uidiisn ialisra and condemn tho evils w'hich follow in its tram, 
we cannot go bick to the ju'o-indiistnal oias, oven if we desiio to do so. It is well 
theiefoie that we should recorioilo miiselvos to industnalisaliou and devise means 
to minimise its evils and at tho same time explore tlie possibilities of reviving 
cottage industries where there is a possibility of their surviving tho inevitable oom- 
f»eti(iou of factoiios. hi a coiiutiv like India, thoio will be plenty of looni hu* 
cottage industries, especially m the case of mdustries including haudspinning and 
weaving allied to ugiicultuie. 

Last but not least, the State ou the advi«5e of a plauniug commission, will have 
to a topt a 0 iraproheiisive sdiemc for gradually sociilising our eutiro agricultural 
induijtiial s^ysteoj iu both the .spheres of produotion ^ad appropriatioa. 
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capital will have to be procured for this, whothor through iuteraal or oxteraal loans, 
or through inflations. 

Opposing or lesisting the provincial part of the constitution will be hardly pOvSsible 
now, since the Cougiess Party has accepted office in seven out of eleven provinces. 
•All that could be done would he to strengthen and consolidate the Congress as a 
result of it I am one of those who were not in favour of taking olfico — not because 
there was something inheiently wrong in doing so, not because no good could corao 
out of that policy, but because it was appiohended that the evil effects of office- 
acccptance would out-weigh the good. To-day I can only hope that my forebodings 
were unfounded. 

How can we strengthen and consolidate the Congress while our Ministers are in 
office ? The first thing to do is to change the composition and cliaractfr of the 
bureaucracy. If this is not done the Congiess party may come to grief. In every 
country, the Ministers come and go, hut the steel frame of the peirnanent soivice 
lomains. If that is not alteiod in composition ami driiaetei, tlu» (fovernmental 
party and its cabinet are likely to prove ineiTeetive in putting their piinfoples into 
practice. This is what hippem'd m the case of the S uual D-'mecratie par tv in post- 
war Oeimany and perliaps in the ca^e of the Labour paitv ir liii-tam lu 1024 

and 1029. It IS the jiennanont seiv'ic-'s who really rule in tvery In India 

they have been cleaned by the Hntish and in the higfior ranks they .ire largely 
Dritish in composition Tlieir outlook ami meutality is m m )st cases neithei Indian 
nor national. A national policy cannot he cx^'cited until the peimanerit soi vices 
becomo national lu outlo )k and mentality The difficultN, of couise, will b.^ that the 
higlier ranks of the permanent services being under die statnt directly under the 
.Secretary of State for India and not under the Piovincia! t lovorurnents, it will not 
be easy to alter their composition. 

Secondly, the Oungiess Ministers in the vlifferent Pi evinces should, whilo they 
are in office, introduee schemes of leeonsti action in the spheies of education, health, 
prohibition, prison reform, iingation, inlu^trv, land-reform, workers’ widfare, oti;. 
In this matter, attempts sliould he m ide to have, as f.ir as possdjlo, a uniform policy 
foi the wliolo of India. Tli.s uiiifoiiuitv conll be brought about in eilliei of two 
ways. The tVingrcss Muiisteis in the dilTtMeuf pi evinces eouKl themselves come 
together-— as the Labour Ministeis did m Octobei lOd? in (^alcutta — and draw 
up a unifoim programme. Over and above this, this C>ngie.'»s Work mg Committee, 
winch IS the supierne executive of the C ingress, could lend a ludping hand by giving 
diri'ctioiis to the dilTereut depaitraeiits of the C’ongress-co itiollivl Pioviruual (lovern- 
mimts 111 the light of such advice as it may get from its own e'cpoits This will 
mean that the mernbjis of the Congiess Woikirig Commilti*c sh ml i he conveisent 
with the jnobloms that come within the purview of the Congr.*s> (i ivi'rrirnents in 
the Pioviuces. It is not intended that they sh.uild go into the JeraiU of administra- 
tion. All that is needed is that they shouli have a gencial n!idci.>,randing of tlie 
difTerent problems so tliat thov could lay down tin* broai lin s of pob •> In this 
respect the Congie.ss Woiking Committee could do mu-.h more tloni it has hitherto 
done and unless it does so I do not see how that body can keep an effective contiol 
over the different Congress Ministiies. 

At this stage, T should like to say something moio about tho role of the Congress 
Woiking Committee. This Committee in ray julgraent, is lud raert»Iy the directing 
brain of the national army of fighters for fieedorn. It is also the shadow of the 
Cabinet of an independent India and it should fuindion acooidmgly. This is not 
an invention of my own. It is the role which has tieen asmgno I to similar bodies 
in other oountiies that liave fought for their national emancipation. I am one of those 
who think in terms of a fieo India— who visuahst) a national Government in this 
country within tho biief span of our own life. It is corisi'quuntly natuial for us to 
urge that tho Working Committee should f-el and function as the shadow cabinot of 
a free India. This is what President de Valera’s Republican flovornraont did when 
it was fighting the British Government and was on the run. And this is what the 
executive of the Wafd Party in Egypt did before it got into office. The members of 
the Woiking Committee, while carrying on their day to day work, should, accord- 
ingly, study the problems they will have to tackle in the event of their capturing 
political power. 

More important than the question of the proper working of tho Congress Govern- 
ments is the immediate problem of how to oppose the inauguration of tho Federal 
part of the Constitution. The Congress attitude towards the proposed Federal scheme 
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has boon clearly stated in the resolution acopted by the Working Comraittoo at 

Wardha on February 4, 1938, which will be placed before this Congress after the 
Subjects Committee has considered it. That resolution says : 

“The Congress has rojectod the new constitution and declared that a constitution 
for India which can be accepted by the people must be based on independence and 

can only he framed by the people themselves by means of a Constituent Assembly 

without the interference by any foreign authority. Adhering to this policy of rejec- 
tion, the Congress has, howevc'i, permitted the formation in the Provinces of Congiess 
Ministnes with a view to strengthening the nation in its struggle fordndependenee. In 
legal d to the pioposed Fedeiation, no such consideration applies even provisionally 
or for a peiiod, and the imjiosition of this Federation will do grave injuries to India 
and tighten the bonds which hold her under the subjection of an imperialist domina- 
tion This scheme of Federation excludes from the sphere of responsibility the vital 
functions of a (3overnment 

“This Congiess is not opposed to the idea of federation, but a real federation must, 
oven apait fiora the question of responsibility, consist of free units, enjoying raoio 
or less the same measure of freedom and civil libeity and Te{)resGntation by a domo- 
ciatic process of election Indian States participating in the Federation should approxi- 
mate to the piovinees in tlie establishment of representative* institutions, rosponsilile 
Government, civil Iibeitios and the method of election to the Federal House. Other- 
wise Fedeiation, as it is now contemplated, will instead of building Indian unitv, en- 
courage sejiaiatist tendi'ncies and involve the State in inteinal and external conflict. 

“The Congiess, theiefoie, reiterats its condemnation of the jiroposed scheme 
and calls upon Pmvinciai and local Congress Committees and the fteople geneially as 
well as t’rovinciai Goveinmonts and Ministiies, to pu'vent its inrmguiation. 

“In the event of an attempt being made to impose it, despite tfie declared will of 
the jieople, such ati attempt must ho combated in every way and the provincial gov- 
ernments and ministiies must refus*^ to co-operate with it. 

“In case such a contingency arises the A. 1. C. C is autuorised and diioctcd to 
determine the line of action to be puisued in this rega*d.” 

I should like to add some more arguments to explain our attitude of uncompromis- 
ing hostility towards the uiujrosed Federation. One of tlie most objectionable feature 
of the Fedei.il scheme relates to the commenal and linancial safeguaids in the new 
Constitution Not only will the people continue to be deprived of any power over 
defiuico 01 foieign policy, but the major portion of the e.xpenditure will also be 
(Mitin-ls out of popular C'uUiol. .\ccordiiig to the budget of the Central Government 
foi the >eai Iji7-3S, the Aimy expenditure comes to 4151 cio/es of rupees (£33,40 
millions) out of a total exjieiidituio of 77,9) ci ires of rupees t£ 58,42 millions) — 
tliat IS, loiighlv 57 pei cent of the total cxpendituie of the Cential (government. It 
appeals th.it the reserved side of the Fedeial Orveinment which will be controlled 
tiy the (lovenior-General, will handle about 80 per c(*nt of the Fideral expenditure. 
Moreover, bodies like tiie Koservo Rink and the Federal Railway authority are 
alieady created or will be created which will woik as tnipenum in truperio 

uncontrolled by a Federal legislatuie The loitislature will be deprived of 

the poweis it possesses at piesent to direct and influence raiUay policy and rt will 
not have any voice in determrning the currency and exchange policy of the country 
which has a vital bearing on its economic development. 

The fact that the external affairs will be a reserved subject under the Federal 

Ooveinmeiit will prejudicially affect the freedom of the Indian Legislature to con- 

clude trade agreements and will seiiously restrict, in effect, fiscal autonomy. The 
Federal Government will not be under any constitutional obligation to place such 
trade agreements before the legislature for their ratification. Even as they decline 
at present, to give an undertaking to place the Indo-B-itish Trade Agreement before 
th 3 Indian Legislative Assembly, the so-called Fiscal Autonomy Convention will 
have no meaning unless stipulated that no trade agreement on behalf of India shall 
be signed by any party without its ratification by the Indian legislature. In this 
connection, 1 should like to state that I am definitely of opinion that India should 
enter into bilateral trade agreements with countries like Germany, Czechoslovia, 
Italy and the United States of America with whom she has had close trade-relations 
in the past. But under the new constitution, it will not be within the power of the 
federal legislature to force the Federal Government to enter into such bilateral trade 
agreements. 

The iniquitous and inequitable commercial safeguards embodied in the Act will 
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make it impossiblo for any effnotivo rai^asiiros to b.* alopto-l in order to pioteot and 

promote Indian national iiidiistnos, nspooially \vlit*ro they might, as they often do, 

conflict with Dritish commeicial oi industrial interests. In addition to the (lovernoi- 
Oeueral’s Special Itesponsibility to see that provisioin with regaid to discrimination, 
as laid down in the Act, aio duly carried out, it is also his duty to pi event any 
action which would subject liiitish goods imported into India to any kind of disci i- 
mmatorv or penal treatment. A caiefnl study of those stiiugeiit and wide ])iovi- 
sions will show that India can adopt no measuies against Britisli cornfietition which 
the Governor-Goneial cannot, in elfeet, .stultify oi veto whether in the legislative or 
in the administrative sphere. It is, of comse, propostoioiis to peimit foieignois in 
this country to compete with the nationals on equal teims and there can he no 
genuine Swaraj If India is to he denied the powoi to devise and alopt a national 
economic policy including the light, if hei inteiests so reqmie, of dineieutiating 

between nationals and non-nationals. In a famous at tide in Youiuj India uiidm ihe 

caption ‘The Giant And The Dwaif’ wiitten soon after the conclusion of the (iandhi- 
liwin Pact in 1931 Mahatma Gandhi declaied plainly that ‘Mo talk ot no <lisciiini- 
iiatiou betvvr'en Indian interests and English oi European is to pei petnatj) Indian 
helotage. What is equality of lights between a giant and a ihvad V’ Even the 
meagie poweis enjoyed by tlie Cential Legtslatiue at piesent to a measnie 

like the reseivatiou of the Indian coastal tiade foi Indiai»-owned and Indiaii-inanagtid 
vessels has been taken away under the so-called lefoirned constitution Shipping is 
a vital iiuinstiy which is essential for defensive as widl as foi economuj pui poses, 
but all the accepted and legitimate raeihods of developing this key indnstiy inelud- 
ing those adopted even by se\oial Diitisli dominions, me heneefoiili iiMnleied 
impossible fui India. To justify such limitations on oui soveitognty on the giouiid 
of ‘Meciprocity” and “pat tnei ship” is litoially to add insult to injiuy. Tiie light ol 
the futuio Indian Parliament to differentiate or disciimmate between nationals and inm- 
nationals whenever Indian interests require it, should leniain intact and tins light we 
cannot sacrifice on any account. I wouhl, in tins connection, cite the Iiish paial'ol 
The lush Nationality and Citizensliip m connection with the tdirctoial system, enti y 
into public life, merchant shipping law, aircraft as well as in connection with sptM-ial 
privileges winch it is thought proper to resoive for lush nationals, suidi us, loi 
example, tliose conferred througn moasuies for assisting lush indus'.iy. lush 
citi/.euship, in other words, ts distinct from Biitisli, whndi cannot cl. urn eqiiil right 
in the State of Eiio (or Iieland) on flie irasis of Hiitish eiti/enshqi which I'l not 
lecoguised theie I feel that India must similaily seek to develop her own disHnei 
nationality and establish a citizenship of her own. 

While on the question of fiscal autonomy and commeunal safeguatds 1 might 
refei briefly to the need of an active foreign trade policy for Iniia India’.s tortop.u 
tiado should he viewed not in a liafihazard or a piecemeal manner is often d-mo 
in order to provide some immediate or temporal y benefits to loutish iiilustty but in 
a comprehensive manner so as to co-ordinate India’s ocrmornic development wMh ii-. 
export tiado on the ono hand and its oxtoinal obligation on the othoi Th « vtuy 
iiatnie of India’s export trade makes it essential that it shall not have any ic‘>tiic- 
tive agreement with England sncli as would jeopaidise its trade wuth iho vaiions 
non-Empire countries which have been in several respects its lMv->t customeis oi 
such as would tend to weaken India’s bargaining powei tns-a otn othei oountiios. 
It IS unfoitnnate that the protracted negotiations for an Jndo-Hritish trade agree- 
ment, are still proceeding, while the C)ttawa Agreement oven after the expiry of 
its notice period and d»*spite the decision of the Logislativo Assembly to terminate 
it, still continnes, and along with the differential duties on British steel and textiles 
the said Ottawa Agieeraiuit seoiues the prevailing advantages for Biitish industiies. 
There is no doubt that under the existing political conditions, any trade agreement 
between England and India is bound to bo of an unequal charaotor becau.so our 
present political relationship would weigh the scales heavily in favour of England. 
There is also no doubt that the Biitish preferential system is political in oiigin 
and before we peimit non-ludian vested interests to be estabh.shed or consolidated 
in this country under the shelter of a trade agreement, we should ho caieful as to 
its political repercussions and economic cousequenoes. 1 trust that the pieseut 
ludo-Bntish trade negotiations will not bo allowed to impede the conclusion of 
bilateial trade agreements with other countries whenever possible and that no such 
agreement will be signed by the Government of India unless it is ratified by the 
Indian Legislature. 

From tue above, it will be quite clear that there is no analogy between the 
powers oi ibe ptoposed ministries and those of the proposed Federal ministry. 
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Moreovei, tho compositioa of tho Ffdoral Lf'gislature is roactionary to a degree. 
The total pojiulatioQ of tho Indian states is roughly 24 per cent of that of the 
whole of India. Novortheless, tho Rulers of tho States, and not their subjects, have 
bpen given 33 per cent of the seats in the Lower House and 40 per cent in the 
Upper House of tho Federal Legislature. In these circumstances, thore is no possi- 
bility, in my opinion, of the Congress altering its attitude towards the Federal scheme 
at any time. On our success in resisting tho imposition of Fedpration by the British 
Government will depend our immediate political futuie. Wo have to "fight Federa- 
tion by all legitimate and peaceful moans — not merely along constitutional lines — and 
in the last resort, we may have to resort to mass civil disobedience which is tho 
ultimate sanction we have in our bauds. There can be little doubt that in the event 
of such a campaign being started in future, the movement will not be confined to 
British India but will spiead among tho States’ sjhjects. 

To put up an effective light in the near future, it is necessary to put our own 
hou.so in order. Tho awakening among our masses during the last few years has 
b.u'n so tremendous that new problems have arisen conceimng our party organisation. 
Meetings attended by fifty thousand men and women aio au usual occurrence now-a- 
days. It is sometimes found that to control such meetings and demonstrations, our 
maehinoiy is not adequate Apait from these passing demonstrations, there is the 
bigger problem of mobilising this phenomenal mass energy and enthusiasm and 
directing them along pioper lines. But have we got a well-disciphned volunteer 
corps for this purpose? Have wo got a cadre of officers for our national service? 
Do wo provide any training for our budding leaders for our promising young 
woikers? Tho answers to these questions aio too patent to need elaboration. Wo 
liave not yet provided all these requirements of a modern political party, but it is 
high time that wo did. A disciplined volunteer corps manned by trained officeis is 
e\’ee*'dingly necessary. Moreovei, education and training should be provided for our 
p'lliticfi wofkeis so that wo may proa ace a bettor tvpo of loaders iu future. This 
sort of tiairnng is provided by political parties in Jbitain thiough summer schools 
and other institutions— and is a speciality m totalitarian States. With ail respect to 
our workers who have played a glorious pait in our struggle, 1 must confess that 
thei(‘ is room for more talerit in out paity. This defect can ho made up paitly by 
recruiting promising young raon for the Congress and jiartly by ptoviding educatiou 
and training for those whom wo alieady have. Everybody must have observed how 
some European countries have been dealing with this problem. Though our ideals 
and methods of training will be quite diffeient from theirs, it will be admitted on 
all hands that a thorough scientific training is a reqiusito for our workers. Further 
an institution like tho Labour Service Corp of Nazis deserves careful study and, 
with suitable modification, may prove beneficial to India. 

While dealing with tho question of enforcing discipline within our own party, 
we have to consider a problem which has been causing worrv and embarrassment to 
many of us. I am refeiring to organisations like the Trade Uuiou Congress and the 
Kisan Sabhas and their relations with the Indian National Congress. There are two 
oftjiosing schools of thought on this question — those who condemn any oiganisations 
tliat are outside tho Congress and those who advocate them. My own view is that 
we cannot abolish such organisations by ignoring or condemning them. They 0 .vist 
as objective facts and since they have come into existence and show no signs of 
liquidating themselves, it should be manifest that there is an historical necessity 
behind them. Moreover, such organisations are to bo found in other countries. I am 
afraid that whether we like it or not, we have to reconcile ourselves to their exis- 
tence. The only question is how the Congress should treat them. Obviously such 
organisations should not appear as a challenge to the National Congress which is 
the organ of mass struggle for capturing political power. They should, therefore, be 
Inspired by Congress ideals and methods and work in close co-operation with the 
Congress. To ensure this. Congress workers should in large numbers participate in 
trade union and peasant organisations. Fiom my own experience of trade union 
work I feel that this could easily be done without landing oneself in conflict or 
inconsistency. Co-oporation between the Congress and tho other two organisations 
would be facilitated if tho latter deal primarily with the economic grievances of the 
workers and the peasants and treat the Congress as a common platform for all those 
who strive for the i>oliticaI emancipation of their country. 

This brings us to the vexed problems of the collective affiliation of workers’ and 
peasants’ organisations to the Congress. Personally, I hold the view that the day 
will oome when we shall have to grant this affiliation in order to bring ail progre- 
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ssive and anti-imperialist ori^anisations under the influence and control of the Con- 
gress. There will, of course, be difference of opinion as to the manner and the 
extent to which this affiliation should be given and the character and stabjhty of 
such organisations will have to be examined before affiliation couUl be agreed to. 
In Russia, the United Front of the Soviets of workers, peasants and soldiers played 
a dominant part in the October Rovolution—but, on the contrary, in Groat Britain 
we find that the British Trades Union Congress exerts a moderating influonco on the 
National Executive of the Labour Paity. In India we shall have to consider care- 
fully what sort of influence organisations like tiio Trade Union Omgross and the 
Kisan Sabhas will exoit on the Indian National Congress in tlie event of affiliation 
being granted and wo should not forget that theic is tho possibility that the former 
may not have a radical outlook if their immediate economic grievances are not 
involved. In any case, quite apait from tho question of collective affiliation, there 
should be the closest co-opeiation between tlie National Congtess and other anti- 
Iraperialist organisations and this object would be facilitated by tho latter adopting 
the principles and methods of tlie foimer. 

Tliero has been a gro\t deal of coiitioversy over tho question of forming a party, 
like the Congress Sicialist Party, withtn the ('Jongress. I h dd »'u biief foi the 
Congress Socialist Party and I am not a member of it. Neverflicless, I rnii-.t say 
that I have been in agreement with its geneial principles and policy from ih-* viuy 
beginning. In the fiist placts it is dosiraiiio for the L-frist ehunents to b** consoli- 
dated into one party Secondly, a Leftist bloc can have a raison d'«*trt* only if it is 
Socialist in character TIito are fininds who object to such a bloc being called a 
party, but to my mind it is quit*' immaterial whctleu you call tliat Idoc a gioup, 
a league or a party. Within th‘ limits jn escribe! by tli* const ituticn of the Indian 
National Congress it is quite “jossible for the Ir*frist hloc to have a Socialist pro- 
gramme, m which case it cm be very well called a gioup. a ieigiie oi a party. Rut 
the lole of the CongiesS Socialist Party, or any otliei jiaity of tie’ '''inie soit. should 
be that of tho Left-wing group. vSocialism is not tlx* imm*diate prehlern foi us — 
novel tli'^less. Socialist propiganda is necessary to piepaie the countiv foi Socialism 
wlnui I'oMoial fieedom has b 'on won. And that piopaganda can be eonductel only 
by a party like tho Congtess SDcialist Party, wliicU stands for and hehovos in 
Socialism. 

There is one problem in which I have been taking a deoj) peisonal interest for 
some yeais and m connection with which I shouhl like to make mv submission — I 
moan tlie question of a foreign policy for India and of developing international con- 
tacts. I attach groat importance to this woik because I believe that in tho years to 
come, inteinational developments will favour o ir stiugglo lu Ind'a But we must 
have a correct ajipreoiation of the woild situation at everv stage and shoiil 1 know 
how to take advantage of it. Tho lesson of Egyjjt stands bidon* iis as an e.'rample. 
Egypt won her treaty of alliance with Great Bntam without fiiiiig a shot, simply 
because she knew how to take advantage of tho Anglo-Iialiau tension in the Medi- 
terranean. 

In connection with our foieign policy, the hist suggestion that ] have to make is 
that wo should not be influenced by tho international jiohtius of any rovintrv or die 
form of its state. We shall find in everv country, men ani wom^ui who will sym- 
pathise with Indian freedom, no matter what their own political views muv be. In this 
matter I should take a leaf out of Soviet diploma'*y. Tiiough Soviet Russia is a Com- 
munist State, her diplomats have not hesitated to make alliances with non-Socialist States 
and have not declined sympathy or support coming from any quarter. We should there- 
fore aim at developing a nmdeus of men and women in fwory country who would 
feel sympathetic towards India, To create and develop such a nucleus, propaganda 
through the foreign press, through Indian-made films and through art exhibitions 
would be helpful. The Chinese, for exam])l#», have made themselves exceedingly popu- 
lar in Europe through their art exhibitions. Above all, personal contacts are nece- 
esaiy. Without such personal contacts, it would be difficult to make India popular 
in other countries. Indian students abroad could also help in this work, provided we 
in India look to their needs and requirements. There should be closer contact 
between Indian students abroad and the Indian National Congress at home. If wo 
could send out cultural and educational films made in India, I am sure that India 
and her culture would become known and appreciated by people abroad. Such films 
would prove exceedingly useful to Indian students and Indian residents in other 
countries, who, at present, are like our non' official ambassadors. 
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I do not like the word propaganda— there is an air of falsity about it. But 1 
insist that we should make India and her culture known to the world. I say this 
because I am awaie that such efforts will be welcomed in every country in Europe 
and America. If wc go ahead with this work, we shall be preparing the basis for 
our future embassies and legations in different lands. We should not neglect Great 
Britain either. We have oven in that countiy a small but influential group of men 
and women who are genuinely sympathetic towards Indian aspirations. Among the 
rising generation, and sudents in particular, interest in and sympathy for India is 
rapidly on the incicasc. One has only to visit the universities of Great Biitain to 
realise that. 

To cairy on tins woik effectively, the Indian National Congress should have its 
trusted agents in Kuropo, Asia, Africa and in Noith, Central and South America. 
It is a pity that we have so far neglected Central and South America where there 
is profouiKl inti'Tost m India. The Congress should be assisted in this woik of 
developing intte national contacts by cultuial organisations in India, woiking iu the 
field of international culture and by the Indian Chambers of Commerce working in 
the sphere of international coramoice. Fuither, Indians should make it a point to 
attend every international Congress or Conference Participation m such Conferences 
is a very useful and healthy form of prof»agauda for India. 

While talking of international contacts, I sh )uld leraovo a misgiving which 
may be present in some minds. Developing international contacts does not 
mean intriguing against the British Goveniraent AFe do not need go in for 
such intrigue and all our methods should he above hoard. The propaganda that 
goes on against India all over the world is to the efTcct tliat India is an uncivilised 
country and it ’s inferred therefrom that the Biitish are needed in order to 
civilise us. As a replv, we have only to l(‘t tlie world know what we are and 
what our culture is like. If we cau do that, we shall oieate such a volume 
of international sympathy in our favour that India’s case will become irresistible 
before the bar of world opinion. 

I should not foig-'t to lefei to tiro problems, the d’fTiculfies and the trdals whiidi 
face our couutivmfii m ditferent parts of Asia and Africa — notably in Zanzibar, 
Kenya, South Africa, Malava, and Ce\lon. Ihe Coiigi’ess has always tak-^n the 

keenest interest iii their alTans and will continue to do so in futiiie. If havo 

not been able to do more for them, it is only because we are still slaves at 
homo, k free India \m11 he a healthy and potent factor in world-politics and will 
be able to look aftei the interests of its nationals abroad. 

1 must, in tins i onnection, stress the desii*abilitv and necessity of developing 
closer cultural le’atiuns with oui iticighhours— viz., Peisia. Afghanistan, Nepal. 
Cliina, Burma, Siam, Alalasa St it“s, Hast Indies and Ceylon. It would be good 
for both parties if thev kiitw m<Jio of us and w'c kr.c\v more of them. Witli 
Burma and Cevlon, in pai ticular, we sliouM have tlie most intimate cultural 
iiitercouiso, in view of oui age-long contacts. 

Friends, 1 am sorry I havo taken more of your time than I had intended at 
first, but I am neanug the end of my addi'css. Theie is one other matter — 

the burning topic of the dav— to wlneli I should now draw ^ our attention- tho 

question of the -release of deteiiu.s and political prisoners. The recent hunger- 

strikes have broiiglit this question to the forefront ari'l have focus-iid juihlic 

attention on it. I believe that I am voicing the feelings of at least the rank and 

file of the Congress when I say that oveiything liumanly possiUe should bt‘ (hme 

to expedite release. So far as the Congress Ministries aiu" concerLod, it would be 
well to note that the record of some of them has not come up to public expectation. 
Tho sooner they satisfy the public demand, the better it will be for tho Congress 
and for the pco[ile who are siifTering in Provinces ruled hv non-Congress Ministries. 
It is not necessaiy for me to labour this point and I feivently hoj>e that in the 
immediate future, the ])ublic will have nothing to complain so far as the record 
of the Congress Ministries on this point is conoetued. 

It is not only the detenus and political pii^oners in jail and detention who 
havo their tale of woo Tho lot of those who have been released is sometimes 
no better. Thev often return homo in shatteiod health, victim of fell diseases 
like tuberculosis. Grim starvation stares them in the face and they aio 
greeted, not witli the smiles but with tho tears of tlicir near and deaV ones. 
Have wo no duty to those who have given of tlieir best in the service of their 
country and havo received nothing but poverty and soriow in return ? Let 
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us theieforo send our heartfelt sympathy to all those who have suffered for 
the crime of loving' their country and let us all contribute our humble mite 
towards the alleviation of their misery. 

Friends, one word more and I have done. We are faced with a serious 
situation to-day. Inside the Congress, there are diffeioncos between the Right 
and tho Left which it would bo futile to ignoio. Outside, there is the 
challenge of British Imperialism which we are called upon to face. What 
shall we do in tins crisis V Need I say that wo have to stand four-squaro against 
all the stoims that raav beset our path and impervious to all tho designs that 
our rulers may em])Ioy V The Congress to-dav is the one supremo organ of mass 
struggle. It may liavo its Kight-bloc and its Left— but it is tho common platform 
for all Anti-linpeiialist organisations striving for Indian emancipation. us 
therefore rally the whole country under the banner of tho Indian National 
Congress. 1 would appeal specially to the Ijoftist group in tlio countiy to 
pool all thou stivngtli and then resources for democratising tin' Congress and re- 
organising it ori the broadest anti-imporialist basis. In making tins afipeal, I am 
greatly encouragod by tho attitude of the leader of tho British Communist Tarty 
whose' general policy* with regard to India seoms to mo to be in keeping with that 
of the Indian National Congti'ss. 

In conclusion, 1 shall voice your feelings by sa\ing that all India ferveii.ly hopes 
and piays that Mahatma (tamihi rna\ hi* spared to (uii nation foi many, many yoais 
to oome. India cannot afford to lo*^e him and ceitaiiilv not at this hour. Me need 
him to keep our struggle fiee fiom bitterness and hatred We need him for the 
cause of Indian Indopenderice M’li.it is moie— we ni'ed Inm for the eausi* of hiirna- 
nity Ouis IS a struggle riot oulv against Bnti.sli Impel laiisrn as well, of which tho 
former is the ke\ -stone. \V%' ait* thci’efoie fighting not foi the cause of India alone, 
but of humanity *as wvil. liidia fieed means humanity saved. Bandc Mataram ! 


Resolution! 

F*or tlic text (»f the Kesolution.s Ta^sed by the (^unp;rcss bee 
pagcb- 2‘.)5— 301?. 
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Bihar Controversy 

Duiiti" tl»e vvholo of l9‘J8 tho Kuan Movorn^'nt h:is mailo pio/^ross. The 

Ihhat Kisin oontinviMsy over tlu* n'^ht of Kimiis to hoM tloMi Danda thioat«»nwd to 
1)1 to a hi'jiii lli*' relations of Kisan SaMia with the N.itional ('on^ross lint for- 
tunately wise uounsels prevatlcd on both «;i'los and tlio IIanj)ma Orntriess fontentod 
itself with 1 eco^^nism;? tho ii^dit of K sans to or^aniso thems)'lvt*s into their own 
Kisan Sahhas but warnmt' ('one;rossm“n against uountenancuii; any propaganda 
cjaleniat(‘<i to inoite anvorui to violence. T)tuini» that contr<)vi*i sv, Swami fcsahajananda 
Saiaswati, the Jhhar Kisan loader insisted that he had alwa\s proaelie'i the cult of 
dnnda foi Kisans as a moans of self-defereio and lie was sutpiised why the Con- 
f^ress Oovernment should take any speeial e\'et‘ption to it and Kisans would bo 
entitled, twen aecoidiii'^ to thi* intei pi etation put by Mahatma tiindhi on non-violenee, 
to use the danda in dofenee of their liome^ and woitI'T! Com Jaipiakash Naraui 
leplied to the lesolutnm of the Hihai Piovincal ('on"i)*''S (’ommittec by saMni; that 
if CoiiL^ress author tfies wen* to be so uriwuse as to take disciplimn v action on Con- 
jL^iessineii f(}r their Kisan activities, such Coiif^n ess- Kisan Sahhaitcs w'ouIJ have to 
part (Vimpany with tin* (\)rnrress }iist as Lokrnanva Tilak had to in times [»ast. Tho 
‘Mlarijan”, the oi^mn of Mahatmajeo, took exception to 8wamijce\s inter protation of 
Mahatma’s idea of non-violence and strorndy denounced tlie cult of Danda. Dut 
J’jof. llan^ra, tlie President of the A. I. K. C., teplied by sayinrr tliat Indian Kisans 
could not he asked to t»!vo up tliis tiaditional danda wlneh is as necessary and 
sacred to them as tho Kirpan is fur the Siklis. I'akin/? advanta^^e of this contro- 
versy the Aiiglo-Iudiau press tiiod in vain to incite Congress to fight Ki.san Sabhas. 

Haripura A. 1. K. C. 

At the time of the Congiess session, a meeting of the A. I K C. met under the 
president ship of Pi of Rniiga Resolutions, leiteraiing tlio uneqni s^oeal opposition of 
pi'asants to the Fedeial Rchome, deploring the failure of most of tiic Piovincial 
iluveriiments to d'*clare moratorium oi to reduce the land levenuo burdens or to 
free Kisans from the vicious clutches of landlords were jiassed. ]>v another resolu- 
tion, the States’ Kisans were exhorted to organise themselves into their Kisan Sabhas 

Kisan Schools 

Tlio Amihra Peasants Institute had its Summer si'ssion this year at Madanapallo 
during M.iv and dune fheie were 75 stnderrts and an intensive training was given 
to Kis.iu Y»mths in tin* raetliod of oiganising Kisans’. E\eu old men. on tlui wrong 
sidt‘ of seventy, came as students Tlie Socialist Sili-'ols of Mai.tevavaripalem in 
Andliia and Ninepur in IMiat had 3.h0 and GO students respectively, most of whom 
weie Kis.ins, The Ki'^tna Distnet Kisan School wms tiie llist of its kind to be 
oiganisc.l for a Disiiict and was opened by Mrs Phatatidevi on the 1st. November 
at i*uttipalu. Tne Potul School was also run in tho List Summer. 

The Tiird Annual Session at Comilla 

This year’s session was lield on the 15ih. May at Comilla under tlie president- 
ship of iSwami Sahajananda Sarasw'ati. A considerable opjiosition was got up by the 
Muslim League! s and some Congressmen ow'ing to then dilTerences w'lth some local 
Kisan woikeis but the eoiifereneo oveicamo all that and attracted thousands of 
of Muslim K sans who refuse 1 to be drawm rnto oommiinalism. The signal siiecess 
of this s-*8Mon, just wlien Mahatma Gandhi was trying to como to terms wnth tho 
Muslim League, demonstrated quite clearly tliat the tapping of class interests of our 
raass«*s and the serving of their genuine eoonomio needs are tho best solution to our 
Commiinalism. 
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Swamiji’s Metiage 

Swamijeo put in a very strong plea for the indoponrh'nt existence of Kisan Sabha 
and joined issuo with those conf^rossmon wlio thnnf»ht that such an independent 
organisation would endanger our fight for freedom. lie pleaded that India would win 
her political and economic freedom at the earliest oppoituriity only when Kisans had 
organised thomselvos on their class basis and stood loyally by the Congress and 
Muzdoors wore prepared to stake their all in our national struggle, being conyinced 
that Independence of India won by thorn would also mean economic freedom for 
themselves. He supported the Kisan Sabha’s stand on the Red Flag and deelaiod that 
Indian Kisans w’ould do their best to stand by the Kisans and Muzdoois all the 
woild over. When ho came to the question of violence and non-violence, ho grevy 
specially pontifio and maintained tint Kisans could never, if they had any self- 
lespect in them, countcmanco the continuation of hooliganism and wanton violence 
of zamindars and their agtuit'i agnnst their own women, eliildren and healths. JTo 
fiimlv adhered to the faith of the Kisan Sabha that political independence of India 
which did not lead to ec niomic indep<*ndence is not onlv woitli having but positively 
haimful since it would only replace the White oligaichy by Brown oligaichy. 

Contribution of the Session 

This SGsion has made real and constiuctivo contnbntions to the IvKau Sabha. 
Fiist of all. it decided upon the oiganit>ation of Kisan Volunteer eiops. Secondly, it 
doclarod tliat the aim of the Kisan Sabha is the achievement of Agrarian Rf%o’ui:ion. 
Thiidly, it favouri‘cl the eoricillation of all the debts of srnall-holdeis. Fonidhly, it 
vehernendv repudiated (he (heoiv of class c illahoiadoti adumlir.ited by Mahatma 
(landhi and maintained that as long cus the class conllict pcisists owing to the ex- 
ploitation earned on bv landlords, Kisans weio bound to take self-defousive measures 
under tlie aegis of Kisan Sabha. Fifthly, it demanded a constructive and compre- 
hensive tenancy, debt lelief, tax-reduction policy fiom Piovincial Ministries and 
condemned their leactionary and lepiessive policies. 

The New Office Bearers 

Swamijee was elected the Piesident, Prof. Ranga, General Bacretary ; Com. 
Indulal Yagnik, Bankim Mukherjee ml.a., bpl., Bedi Avadhesvar Piasad Sinha., 
Joint Secietaiies Miah Iftikaiuddin, m. l. a. the Tioasuror, Foi the fiist time the 
Cential Kisan Council consisting of 22 members and six substitute raernbois was also 
elected under the new constitution which was alojitel by ihf' Conference. 

Campaign for the Bengal Tenancy Bill 

The lead given by the Comilla session in supporting the Bengal Tenancy Bill was 
taken up by tiio Bengal Provincial Kisan Sabha Pi of. Ranga inauguiatod the pro- 
vince-wide Kisan Carajiaign of “Make the Bill an Aet or Resig'. ” It \.'as (.ikon 
up wjlli gieat enthusiasm all over the Pioviico and leceived Die blessing-^ v)f Subhus 
Chandra Bose, tlie Congiess Rastrapathi and the suppoit of (lie Bengal Congress 
Socialist paity. This July carafiaign evoked spinted woik fiom the Ministiy and 
resulted m tlie assent of the Governor for the Bill in August. 

Kisan Volunteers Camps in Andhra 

In pursuance of the Comilla resolution, the Andhra Comrades organised these camps 
in Kistna Distiict. Pj of. Ranga and Indulal Yagnik who toured in the Andhra in 
June inaugurated thorn at Munagala and Tiruvur. 

Zaminders’ Hooliganism Counteracted 

Almost on the lines of the wide spread hooliganism displayed by tho Bihara 
Zaminders, those of the Andhra, Benares, Onssa and Bengal began to organise 
violent attacks upon Kisans. Eveiywheio this was done in oidor to oust Kisans 
from thoir ancestral lands lest pormanoncy of tenure might bo gi anted to them as 
per the pioposed U. P. Tenancy Bill or the Onssa Tenancy Bill and to drive Kisans 
back into their usual slavery. But fortunately Kisan Sabhas took up this ehallenge 
to tho vuiy elomontary civic rights of the masses. Cora. Butchayya was hopelessly 
beaten because of his champ'onship of the local Kisans. Cora. Bapayya of tho 
Andhra was sentenced to one mouth’s imprisonment and Cora. Tiipathi of Benares was 
served with notice under Boction 144 and a largo number of Kisun workers of 
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Orissa wore forcibly restrained from rushing to the rescue of Kisans. In Bihar the 
Gaya District Kisans have had to put up a heroic struggle against both the Zaraindars 
and Government which posted Giiikhas at so many places. Just as in tho Civil 
Disobedienrje days, Notices under 144 wore served on so many houses, during tho 
course of the year such notices were served on the whole or a large part of the 
inhabitants or a considerable number of Kisans m various provinces paiticularly 
Bihar, Andhra, Orissa, Bengal, restraining them from approaching or tilling or using 
certain fields or forests or tanks. Except in Unao of U. P. and m one or two places 
of Bihar, these notices were not served on both paitics to the dispute i. o. the 
Zaraindars and Kisans but only upon Kisans. The practical result of tins wrong 
official policy ha'> been to deny the right of Kisans to cultivate their own traditional 
lands or forests, pending the settlement of the right over such property by Courts, 
if even such rights had existed. 


The La vet Struggle 

The Kisans of Lavot of Baroda State rose in tho wake of Swamijeo’s tour just 
before the Ilaripura Congress against tho cruel (huuinds made on them by both tho 
State and moneylenders Com. Indulal Yagnik and Pandaikar led these Kisans and tho 
All-lndia lavot Day organised by the A. 1. K. C. in M.iivh helped them a good deal. 
But even till to-day (7th January i9.39) a largo mimher of police are posted in those 
villages, so great is the solicitude of the State towaids tho moderate demands of 
Kisans. Recently some remission of land revenue was gi anted. 

The Orissa Bill 

The Oiissa Congress Oovornraont passed two Tenancy Bills by tne last of May. 
One sought to lower the rents in the old Ganjam District of Madias to tho level of 
the neighbouring Rvotwaii rates; the other to confer occupa’icy rights upon Ki.sans. 
The (tovernor hold them Uf) for tho Governor Geiiorars consideration. Prof. Ranga, 
the General Secretary of tho A. 1. K. C. took it up in July with the local Govern- 
ment, interviewed the Ministers and advised the local Kisan Sabha to inaugurate an 
intensive campaign in support of the Bills. Com. Malatidevi, Nabakrishna •Choudhuri, 
M, L. A., tho local Kisan leaders started an agitation wthich culminated in a demons- 
tration of 15,300 Kisans at Cuttack on the 1st of September, the Kisan Day. No 
wonder on the 31st August, the assent of tho Governor to one of the Bills was 
irivon But till now the Madras Estates land Act Amendment Bill is not made an act. 
Thanks to the influence of Zamindars with tho Biitish and the unprepared ness of 
the Congiess to force a miuisterial crisis on this. 

The Punjab Bills 

The Punjab Government introduced four Bd/s into their Assemblv, seeking to 
reduce the huidens of agricultural indebt'^dno^s and to regulato monov-lending busi- 
ness. Like the Madras debt Relief Act, the Punjab Restitution of Land Mortgages 
P>ill sought to cancel all interest over and abjve 100 per cent of the Principal. But 
the Hindu Sabhaites opnosed them vehera( 3 ntly and oiganised a “Black Bill Boycott 
Day”. In the face of lliis situation, tlie Assemhlv Congress party decided to stand 
neutral. This was evidently a wrong position to take and so Prof P.anga interviewed 
its leaders and pleaded for their active support for the Bills. Com. B. P. L. Rodi 
and himself issued a statement appealing to all Kis.an Srhh rites to support the Bills, 
which according to them woie inadequate but good, so far as they had gone. For- 
tunately tho Congress Assembly party reversed its decision of neutrality in favour 
of support This helped later on to the weakening of the threatened Satyagraha 
campaign of Ookulchand Narang against tho Bills. 

The Bihar Tenancy Act 

This Act has sought to lower the rents in some cases, commute grain rents into cash 
in others. But it still preserves tho right of destraint and in some cases of demanding 
salami and tho old basis of fixing rents on half gross income basis for the zamindars. 
So Cora. Yadunandan Sarma and Swaraijee have been very loud in denouncing it and 
Karyananda Sarraa, tho neiv presidont of the Provincial Kisan 8abha has de- 
clared war on the 5ts. December on the DovStraint Provisions of the Bill and advised 
Kisans to resort to Civil disobedience if they are enforced. 
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The U. P. Tenancy. Bill 

By this Bill, tlm lifi3 interest of Kisans is to bo convortol into permanency of 
tenure ; tho “Siri’' land abovo a maximum oxtont of 50 act os is to and some 
Kisans who never had any lights over coitain lands are to obtain life interest 
and tho rents are to be lowered so as to leave for Kisans not only costs of cultiva- 
tion bat also something more. But neither the halfnot income basis of tho present 
land revenue system nor the one-fourth of net income recomm“ndod by tho Taxa- 
tion Enquiry Committee is accepted as tho basis for tho fixation of rents, and fur 
various othei reasons our Kisan sabha is opposed to it. 

Zamindar— Congress agreements’ 

Inspito of the fact that tho Rent or Tenancy proposals of Bihai and U P. Congress 
Governments arc much more modeiato than tho vory raodiMalo Fai/pur Agraiian 
Piograrame, the Zammdais have thieatenod Satyagraha.* That can be iindiMstood. But 
the Bihar P. C. C. thougli it fit, d(‘spite the opposition of Kisan 8ablias, to enter 
into an agreement with these Zammdais and thus fuither diluted the ministeiial 
Itrojiosals foi tenancy reform owing to its local exigencies in iS bgisl.ituie. Hence 
the Kisans’ opjiosition to any such agreements. 

The U. P. Talulelais also tned to plav the same game. The Congio^s ]iaiHamentary 
suh-committee thioatened to take tho whole question into its own h.inds at tho time 
of tho Delhi A. 1. C. C. in Septemher, inspite of the piotests of thi' 1’. C. 0. and 
Agraiian yub-cornmitee of U. P. h'ortunately the l.ind-Iouls eonld not a<‘«*opt tho 
offer of Siidar Vallhhabhai Patel to aibitrato piovided they would all aeept it. Both 
Swamijee, the Piesulent and Prof. Ranga, the General Reciotaiy laisml their voice 
in protest against this move, for in then view, tlieie might be some excuse foi the 
Congress to offer to aibitralo as between the JCisaii demands au<l tlio land-lords’ 
stand. But theio was ceitaiuly nono to aibitiato between tlie (lovei nments’ Bent 
Proposals, which were tho result of a compromise and give and take I'ffeeted by the 
select committee of tho Legislature, consisting of all parties and tlio laud-loids’ stand 
Since such an aibitratioii was bound to do groat injustice to Kisans. 

The Bombay Tenancy Bill 

This Bill has sought to improve the conditions of sub-timants of tlm T’vofwaii 
landholdeis. But neither Mi Peruiekar who is championing tho Kh.ite Kisans leu 
Corn. Indulal Yagnik is satisfied with it since it dues nut give a siiffieiently long 
period of tenure nor does it seek to efT'‘(}tivtdv leduco tho rents. 8o thuio is gieat 
discontent in Guzarat and Maharashtra against the Bill. 


Fight against the Malguzari 

This system prevails in tho C P. and tho local Provincial Kisan Ral>ha has heon 
organising a campaign for its abolition. Dr. Kharo declaivd hirnsidf. wduh* n premier, 
to be in favour of its at>ohtion In a Betul Kisan Conference. The C P. Mrharashtra 
Provincial Kisan Conforenoo which was pre.sided over hy C"m. Bhuskute and 
addressed by Com. Ranga, Yagnik, Adhikari and Ranadivo decided :n favour of tho 
abolition of tho Malguzari system. 


All-India KitaniDay 

The Third All-Tndia Kisan Day demonstrated in unmistakable terms tho gi*owing 
tempo of tho Kisan awakening all over India. The far-off Assam had tho hear-tening 
spectacle of a tremendous Kisan demonstration at Rylheton tho Lst. of Roptomber 
find an equally impo.sing Kisan March to the Assembly at Shillong on the 2nd. of 
, September. Pnnjah, Sind, Bombay, Frontier, Andhra and C, P, Tamil Nad and Mala- 
Air, Or/k9a and Bihar have all had hundreds and thousands of Kisan Rahha.s and 
mnv sittTtariiJar marchns also on that Dav, The Kisan manifesto as lud/ as fho 
local deman h, the r**artions of nur Kisan HMas to tho mtivitirs of Jot'al (lovrrn- 

A0({ the dfetcrmrnatioo of Kotan/i to atanJ anitod and oif'uaisad wove ruiteiaicd 

00 thst Vaj. 




liUnM Day 

ffwr 7fh. of th^ AlLIoI^a Mansa Day was 

hfrit- ia tcn'd«>r drjtmr tho utttofifhm of Olir to 

- " r-f tff* fa by tho local liitfor. 


('♦dobrated by our Kisan 
rfi<« 3(X) p(‘r cent, enbarn'o- 
The agitation oveutuaJly 
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The Amritsar Satyagraha 

In the Piinjub, the Ivisan agitation for the radical revision of land revenue has 
rosultod in tlio mtroduetioii of sliding scales ot revenue, whereby the land revenue 
payable to Government uses or falls lu accordance with the use or fall m the jirices 
of agricultural commodities, liut tlie basic lates are supposed to absorb half of net 
income, which aie themselves wrongly computed to the disadvantage of Kisans. The 
Lyallpur District Kisaus lose against them. Their agitation was forcibly suppressed 
by the present Ministiy in May. But when the intention of the Government to 
settle the Land Keveuuo of Amntsar Di^tnct came to be known, the biave ./af 
Kisans demanded either the lemoval of the fiesettlement Party oi an assiiranco tliat 
the lesottloraent would not result in any oiihancement. To dernonstiato tlicur oppo- 
sition, they oigauisud a Peasants’ Mai eh to the Mai'isti ato’s Bungalow. But the 
Magistiate served on them a notice under Sec. 14 1 and natuially tlio brave Kisans 
delied the order, wliei eujion seveial scoies of them weie badiv beaten and otlieis 
foicibly dispcM’sci. No wonder the Putij ib K.sans took u\) tiie challenge and batch 
after batch of Kisans continuid to defy this most unjust otdei until 8ii t!>ikaudar 
got it withdiawu. SiowIy, though too sloul^^, mo->t of the Kisau leadens who weio 
then sentenced to impiisouraent have by now come out of jail. 

Water Distribution and Water Rate 

In regard to the distiibution of iiiigation watei also, a condii^t had aiison between 
Government and Amiiisu Kisans anl eventually Goveinraent had to elimb down and 
suspend the inti oduction of its lesluieing opoiations The Abiaua or water-tax is 
railiei too high in tin* Ihinjab. Tlu» As>>eml)!> ’.s le'-.olution demanding its loductiou 
by 53 and one thud [an cent was about to h*' passed, when it wnrs dissolved sine die. 
So the Kisan Sabha lus maugiuated a campaign foi suitable i eduction in it. 

Land Revenue Policy 

None of the Governments has so lar foimulated any delinite policy on the lines 
of tlio Kaiaclii and Fai/pur A:M-aiian Piogiaraines. Jhe Madias (iovernment lias 
cont< iided itself by stopping all i esettlemeiit, caneolling all icceiit enhaneemeiits. The 
Punjab Govcinment’s Bailing Ck mraittce has submitttd its lejioit, which is not yet 
jmblishcil. Dame Bumoui has it that it has suggested the e\emj>ti()ii of all small 
lioldings fiorn land leveime and the imposition of lueome tax on agiicnltiual incomes. 
All that the Pierniei w'as piejMied to say in last Septernhen was that lie was seriously 
considering the advisibility of exinnpting all small lioldings from levenue and so had 
the Madras Kcveuue Ministei. llcnco tiie Kisau demonstiatious against this negation 
of policy over laud Kovoniie. 

Village Panchayali 

The Madras Government a’onc is ver\ piogn-ssive in estabhsliing a large number of 
panchayats in villages. The U P, Bihai, Bumnav and Ihinj ih (TfAei nmnits aie tixing 
to got the neeessai y legislation passed in o"dei to e.siab'ish m eveiy Milage a 
Pauchayat Board. The Kisan S.ildia fuither w’.mts that a Pai)cha>at Boaid must lie 
made responsible for the collection of Laud leveiiuc oi lent and othei local ia.\ation 
also. 


Forests 

Kisan vSabha’s demand foi the abolition of grazing fees lias not been implemented 
except in Bombay. In Madras and Siiid half of tJie grazing fees are remitted. But 
nowhere are any etrective steps taken to put down the exploitation of oui peasants 
by tho Forest Department. Tiiat i.s wliy the Andhia Jhovineial Forest Kyots sub- 
committeo has conducted an enquiry and submitted its lejiort to Government. 

Corruption in Official Ranks 

Tho N. W. F. P., U. P. and Sindh Governments have appointed Enquiry Com- 
mittees which have made very useful and ladieal recommendatious. In U. r. some 
satisfactory results have been achieved but in all other [iiovnioes — Biliar Committee 
has Just subr?;ttc‘d its repoit— tho evil of conuirtion is just as bad. The Madras 
Preuiier uas again and again gone out of his way to jiraiso the Civil Seivants and 
tho Congress Working Committee almost succeeded in making the Delhi A. 1. C. C. 
pass a resolution asking Congressmen to co-operato with the Civil Service. No 
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wonder, the Civil servants are encouraged to ride their usual high horse, So the 
Andhra Ryots Anti-corruption Day in August was a groat success. 

Sind Barrage Rates 

In Sind the Provincial Government wanted to raise the irrigation dues payable 
under the Sukkur Barrage Project owing to the i)ressur 0 put upon it by the (lovorn- 
ment of India. But the landlords oonceined laisod an eiTective agitation against those 
rates and they had gained the ear of the local Congress also. Our Kisan Sahha 
supported this agitation. At the same time it insisted tliat the Haris — tlio actual 
cultivators of the land — slioiild ho assured of peiraanencv of tenuie and lower vents. 
The Hari movement is gathering strength and the piovineial JIan coufc'renco was 
held only on December first and demanded permanency of toiiuro, abolition of the 
Jaghir system and granting of all available and cultivable’ lauds only to the landless 
Haris. 

F to ntier|Str uggle 

Even in the North 'Western Fiontior Piovinees, there aio big Jaghiidars. One of 
them has persecuted his tenants so raeicilossly that tlie Piovim-mu! Oongiess Roeialist 
party took up the causo of Kisans and led a Sat\agialia eamji*' gn Moi i tlian a 
hundred Kisans wore impiisoned and it looked as if tin* iMuniitu G-iveinment was 
going headlong in its suppiession of this Kisan awaluuiing. But \Mth the Mahatma’s 
tour in the Frontior, bettor counsels piovailcd and Kisans weiu relcasi'd a’ld somo 
agreement was reached in December. 

Astam Kicans Succeed 

In two Zamindaris In the Rnima Valiev, oiir Kisans were alile to overcome tho 
repreisive policy of Zamindars bv sheer sufleiing and succeeded in winning their 
immediate demands of suspension of icnts in one castj and icrnisMori iti anothei. Tho 
Bardoloi Ministry which came into power iii Rcptiunbiu has oideied 31 and one- 
third per cent remission of land reveue payable by small lioldeis. It has pioinisod 
to conduct an enquiry into tho conditions of jilautatiou labour and loliovo their 
grievances. 

Primary Education 

The Bengal Government is yet to produce its scheme for compnlsoiy jirimary 
education. The Bihar Government is going ahead with its mas^ mothoils to spread 
literacy. The Vidyaraandir scheme is yet in its infancy. The U Biliar and Bombay 

Goveinments wish to open lural hbiaiies. So the Ki.snn tsabba is most discontented 
in this field of woik also. Foitunatoly the students M()vemeut Iris bi'gun to evince 
practical interest in the anti-illiteracy campaign and oui Kisan Sabhas aie welcoming 
its co-operation. 

Famines and Floods 

The U. P., 0. P, Bengal, Biliar and Tamilnad Floods, tlio Hissar, Bikanir, 
Jaypore, Gwalior, Rayalasecma, •Tamilnad, Malabar famines, fbu Noi ^bi rn C. rears 
Cyclone (November) have all taxed tho jiatienee, iesouicefu)n(\s> :ind capacUy to 
suffer of millions of our Kisans aud the statesmanship of (,ui « iov«'i ninents. Tlio 
Kisan Habha has overjvvliero j)lavcd a prominent pait in asc rtainmg tho needs of 
suffering Kisans and obtaining relief for them and in tins, it was second only to the 
National Congress. But tho Punj'ab Goveininent’s and Slates’ famine lelief measures 
aie most inadequate. Tho C. P. Government is still tiying to collect land rovouuo 
from its famished Berar peasants. 

Kitan Marches 

Gigantic Kisan Marches have taken place duiing tliis voar at Shillong, Patna. 
Lucknow, Lahore, Karachi, Poona, Nagpur, Cuttack, Madias, both ou the 1st. of 
September and ou other occasions and lakhs of Kisans had resorted to these head- 
quaiters of local Governments, from so many villago.s. They thus took back to very 
remote corners the message of the Kisan movements. Kissan Marches are being or- 
ganised during January 12-20 in Andhra and Fibniaay 2—0 in Tamilnad to strongthon 
tho Rent proposals of tho Government Tenancy Comraittoo. 

Progressive Literature for Kisans 

In Tamilnad and Andhra special Kisan literature is being produced with a view 
to spread progressive ideas aud cauvass support for Kisan idoals through songs, 
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prose and poetry composed in the idioms and expressions of the countiy-folk. Messrs 
Murti, Jamadagni are loading the way for Tamilnad. The “Go lihiimi’’, a new book 
on the “Motlioi Earth and our Cattle”, piodnced by Mr. P. N. Rao, the Secretary 
of the All India Kisan Pulilicatious has created a stir in literary circles.^ Com. 
Somendrauatli Ta-'ort) has also ?)iibh&hed a number of loft books in Hengali. The 
famous Tamil writer Mr. K. S. Vonkatramani who has been editing tho Tamil “pro- 
gressive wiiting” has piomisod to give a fillip to Kisan literature. 

Kifan Themes and Thoughts for playwrights 

Under the presidentship of tho famous Andhra-Kanaroso Dramatist of all-Iiidia 
repute, Mr. D Kaghava, n a., n. l. and under tho aegis of the Andhra Ryots Ass- 
ciatiou and Adult Edueatioii Association a sub-comrnittee is formed with a view to 
produeo htoiaUno in songs and poorns, pluvs aril pro'^io, suited for folk dances, stioet 
Diarnatic pei foi man(!<3S, vdlag** Ib'oit.ds. Tliiough this means, an attempt is being 
made to sjuead Kisau idea.ism througli eveiy sjcial means available. 

Andhra Ayurvedic Veterinary College 

This College was (istab]i.',h(‘d in Angalui, in a villago in Kistna three years ago 
hy ])i. Sieeiamulu, uudoi tiie inspiiatiori of Prof. Kanga. One of tho Zamindais 
displayed much luteiest in tliih woik foi a long time and later on Congressmen and 
now Kisan Sibbaitos have elaimed thus excellent institution as their own. The 
Pnnoipal has made a real stu ly of Ayuivedic science both through his perusal of 
books tiaiishVei from Saiiskiit and thiough the expeiieiice of vanous Kisans. Ho 
has published Ij small books in Andhra on vanous aspects of this science. So far 
as many as 50 dispeiisaiios aie staited m tho Andliia and many of thorn succeeded 
in obtaining giants from Cecal Hmds Hut|.uufoi tiinatejy some local congressmen 

inlluenced tlie Miiiistoi to itipuhte that the Diioetor of V'eteiinuiv S'^rvice.s should bo 
satisfied with lli-'se disponsaiies bifore .uoh gr.ints could bo coutinued. Our Kisan 
Sabbas have takvui up the challenge and demuidoi recognition of this college and 
dispensaiie:s since tlnui sci vic»*>, aie rnoic usefal, oheajier and more easily available 
for Ivisans tlun tinsc of Veteiiiiiry Ujspitals. Fji innately, Govorumuut havo 

disiioiisei with the new cmiilioa.3 and so local authorities are fieo to give their 
giants to these dispensuties. 

Kitan Publication! and Press 

The Nta nmdust-in of Alhhibil, Ktrh-Kisnn of Meerut, Jana Sakti of Madras, 
Niiua Sa/cti of ile/.wali, Raral imha of l> uiibav hav(^ come to be started with a 

view to give special piib'i ity \) K’.'^an needs. The ‘‘6'atu?/:”, an lutluential Hindi 

Weekly of Agri publi^hel a Kisiu Dass.uah supphnneut edited liy Piof. Hanga 
jViittoUid Fnmf ' of liiMi!)av and th' '"Conir ui‘i' of Galcntr.i iiavui also begim 
to publish, like the Coiici '-> S) iihst, the K’sau Biilleliu. The Desk Duth of 

Allahabad is also iielping tlie K's.m cause. 

In addition to tlieir Jridia Peasant'\ Ktsan iS'ykni^cs”, they havo published 

in Janiiaiy 103S four inoie bioks — '‘The Kis>ui Hand hook" which contains the 
mauifesto, uistiuctious an I lesduUms of Kisan Sabhi, "The fitstory of the Ktsaji 
^f(^vemcnf" since ISU an I The and Kman Movement" and a ‘‘guide to 

Village Economic iSuiveys’. 

The Interest of Outside world in the Movement 

In 1937 th ’ Mitnehesfer Guanlmn publisho 1 a sjiocial aitiole on tho Indian Kisan 

movement and, in lOdS .Vpnl, t!«ie of Araeriea pubhslied a verv lustmctive 

and suggestive aitiole by Piof. Rmgi. The Italian licctew of Agriculture has 

asked for a studv of tlie movomeiil. The Scholar of the Institute of Internatioual 
Adairs ptid Mr. Ilodson, the editoi of the Round Table and Piof Sinclair of Honolulu 
who havo visited India m Novornber-Deoomber havo made enquiries about the Kisan 
movement. Mr. Dlmlabhai Desai was particulailv questioned about the significaaoe 
of tho Kisan Movement when ho was m England during summer aud so ho was hard 
put to it to prove that tho Congress was itself a Kisan organisation. 

Kisan Movement and National Struggle 


Tho Kisan Babhas all over tho country have stood loyally by tho Congress in our 
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Committet's to Kisan in his message to the Tamilaad ProvittGial Kisaii 

Conference held on the 30; h Decemhei. 

Central Kisan Information Bureau 

This is establislied in December with Delhi as its hoadquarfors to obtain all 
infoimation av.ulal)lc on Kisan jnobloms, to L^ct some seiioiis stndu's made of v.inons 
Kisan qnostions as they arise fioni time to time and to advise piovinoial Kisan 
Hiblias in rejzaid to the Le^Mslativo and adniinisti ativo ino.isuies that came up for 
discussion. It has issued in vaiious lanmia.^es its veiy tielailed and infoi inativts 
questional ie, with an instiuetivo intioduction, \uih an appeal to all intLuestiMi in 
Kisans to conduct pciiodical. economic and social suivuy into the conditions of 
peasants. 

Madras Tenancy Proposals 

The long ex'pccted report of the Piakasara’s Gonimitten was published on t]i(‘ 28th 
Novembei. It has found tlio Kisans to be tlie h'gitiinate owihms of all land, villaj^e 
commons, foiests, minoial lesouices, iirigation soiii<*“S and high Wtiv^. It disfoveii'd 
that the legitimate Inuis of peimanent settlement weie inteudel t» be K'miis. It 
leoommended that all leiit^ to bo lenamed as land levemn* should be leiutel to 
their level in i8U2 i. e th ' voar btdo'o th<* e^tahllslllnent (;f jpumanent s uthumuit. 
Tiie Joint Meeting of all Kisan oiganisations i e. the Association, Ihasanls 

Piotection Committee, Zimmdati Ryots Ass )'-uation and C. S and that of Anuliia 
Kvots Association and S I. F-'dei.iticn of peasants and thit of Tamilnad Inuo 
all weK;omed the lepoit hut dejihiel t!ie aeeeptanee by the Cuinmittee of the jnu- 
manent sidtlement ,is the basis foi its pr 0]» <sals. Jt iiiteiat'd tie' ion\ietion that iho 
li'al salvation of Kisms can hegm only aftei the (uinpleie uhclition of Zainindan 
system The South Indian Federation of peasants i.s loudneting a campaign against 
liie Committees’ lecummendution against the fixtiy of tuuiiie of Jnamdaii Jvjolb. 

Comrades’ Propaganda Tour 

Swamijeo touied in Januaiy lOJS in Cujaiat, C P. and U. P. ; Pi of. Ifanga 
in (b P. Andhra and Tarailnad in Apnl and .Ma\ . h’ar ga and Indnial in Andhia 
in June, and the foiiner m Oiissa, ll'Uigal, V i’ and the lhiii).ih in July and 
August Indnial Yagnik has toiued in (Jnju.it a <1 ll.uoda in August and 
Sejiternhei, Dankim Mukheip'e m P.eiical, Yadi.nai.d.ni Sai n.a in Diliai and 
.layapiakash Naiain lu Anllna in Maieli — M .in C‘un Ibiklum has touicd in the 
Andliia in Jun(\ an 1 hind in Dec.unli -i and Com. Ilatshadev Malavi}’a in 
n I\ in tin' <‘omi/anv of Swamij'M* in Ni.\iin'iei, Swanojte has tom id m 
December m C. P. (tiijaiat and Maliaiashtia an 1 Kunga in .\ndhia, Tamilnad, 
Oiissa and Malabai in Docembci-— .fanuaiy 1032. 

Indian States 

Tliionghout tins vcai, tlicio lias been a tremendous amount of awakening 
and agitation in tlie Indian States. First m Muns.i and Ihkanii, tlieii in 
Mvsoie, Kaslimii and Kajputana States and now in ii.ijkot. Ihdeiali.id, '^Iu^aluole, 
Dhoipni an] Dhenlv.inil, p'd ini'yi aw ak'Uiiii/ bus lome f# demou'.trato itself. 
Kveivwlieie Kisans aie veiy nioraineiit in lln*'i sa* nlices and snlft'iing. They 
aio dem<inding leilmnoii of land levenue, abolition of the niaiiy i('stiieti\e 
(‘X'eise duties and expoit and impoit duties, the abolition id eoiiuption and 
illegal exaction.s, lestoiaiion of then lights oNei f-nests, iingation soiiices and 
protection for tli ui I.m is, liomos and women, and a paitiieisinp in the State 
a Imimstiatioii. Tiiongli tlioir paiticipatioii in these stiiiggles is welcomed and their 
sacnfiees aie veiy gieat, tho leal and elfectivc Ii'adeishij) of tlie States’ f>eoj>les’ 

movement is mostly in tho hands of the middle clusscs. That is wdiv tho ica( Kisan 

ndeds weio hopelessly neglected in tho Sikur— Jaipui ejnsode. Hence the timely 
waining given by the A. 1. K. C. to the States’ Kisans. 

All-India States’ Kisan Day 

To concentrate the attention of tie* whohi of India on the part played, 
and sacrific(‘s made anrl demands f»iiblish(*d by (States’ Kisans, this day was 

colehratcd a'l ov»«i India on the 7th Decemhei In Dhenkanol Com. Naba 

Knslina, in li.i|lv >t, Siirnatj Maniben Ikitel, in Ihkanii (Safyanaiayan Saraf, in 
Gujeiat (Join. induUl Yagaik, are leading the Kisans in (heir lieioic struggle. 
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.lust as Prof. Rini'a ai^rool to loal tho DInnkuioI Satyai^rahi, the Congiess put 
a bmoti outsi'lerV p:u tieipatfoii ux saoli sti u'^'^les. It is si'^rjilicaiit that Sir 
Ihittihhi lias nor sikI muoh on this Kis.in aspeot of the iStatos’ peoples’ 

stnxuf^lo. Portimatoly on an appeal rna'ie hy Piof. Uatr^a to see that in the 
oil liter-; of Minim iin Demxmls of Sta*'*s’ [looples the lornaii'ls of Ivisans also 
are I'lelii'l'vl, Miliatini (T.in'lhi has ci;,M*ee.l on the 2Sth December 1938 to 

poisuale States’ Peoples’ lea-leis to do so. Tliis is a gieat gam. 

A. I. K C. at Delhi 

The first session of the new A. 1. K. C. mot at Delhi on 22nd. and 23id. of Soj»t. 
undoi tiio pii'sidentship of Swarai Sihajanand S.iraswati. It^jbohitions condemning 

the lepre^sivd poliey of the Piuijah, Kiontiei, vanous rit,ite‘>, Malias and Bihar 

(iov'oi nments wore passed A resolution doninded minimum prKe> for oeioals, sugar- 
eano, pite and oil-seeds Another wanted a redistribution of ta\-buidens so as to 
leliove tlie pooi from tiuMi pies-mt bin dens and to sp md moie upon their better- 
nitint. Th-' violent and uiitiuMiful prop ii' in la of th ) linilori'i was d moiineed. ^ The 
tlorigr’ess'an 1 ether raitiistius’ failure to i^ianr i •‘V'M i'm i em.',>,ioiis, to oaiiee! debts of 
loultuial workeisaiil sindl holi-is wa'> d“pl if* I , Kiqurv C)mmitti‘es were 
aiipointed into th * ivisiimn limir P o-piei Il'iites-^'on aui aSpeciil Cnnm'ttee to 
help U. P. to leuigini^e its o\\ ii Piovineial Ivisan Sablia. 

Sind. U P., Frontier and Tamil nad forge Ahead 
Bv the D*Ihi -V f I\ C Bind (’Joramit'ej lias applied for afTiliation to the 

AH India b »dy fn Xevemliei, til'* P. Kisaii (Dmrnittee camt} to lie i t'eo)j^nKs’‘d with 
‘Ve!iu|\a Niiend'.a D ‘v", an ev'-m.'inlnu of th * C'>i 4 i-*>s Woikim; ('(.onmittee as pjosi- 
(lent, Com M ihanlal Pautarn, m l. a'* Becretaiy. The Tamiliia l I’lovtii'ual Jvisau 
Sablia with tlie 1\ Swaniuntham as (r'lieial Seeietary an i Ah-Malabar Kisan Sabliu 
with NPuaicUi Nail a*! Piesideiit woio iUnnel in Deeerabei 1938. 

The Congress and Kisan Sabha 

After tho ITaiipuia s Ssion, the lelations between ihose -oiiranisations have boon 
distmotlv woisen.vl. In \pnl, Sardai VaIIai>hbhai inveighed against liio Kisan Sabha 
and questioned tht‘ right ol Kimiis to devflop them, thus throwing to the four winds 
the llaMpiiia resolution. J'heu cam*' Mahatm i|i s uneliaiitaldo view that so long as 
kisan Sibliaities tnel to captuie Cmgriss ommittees, thos*' w’ho weie at piesont 
in majoritv in tlios * Cmimittees weie boon I to o[iposo Kissan Sablia aetivities, thu.s 
falsifying til* detno’i'ific nirure of the C nigi -ss. flio IT lb Congiess issued cii- 
oulais to ask local Oeigtess Offieials ti wati u the ae,tivities of Kisan Sabliuties Borne 
Congiess ieideis of Oii>,sa and \iidhia had aetivol\ eaiiie, 1 on an anti- Kisan Sabha 
campaign, though with vei v little sU'*ces-» Bo Prof ILinga interviewed the Rastrapathi, 
Subhas Biiii an I r'*r]U'»'.t » 1 liim to S'*o that the Ilan(iuici lesolutiou w'as lespected 
hy tlie Corigresstuen. A sirailai app'}al was ni.ade to Pr. Jawahai lal ic Novernbei on his 
leturn fiom tho Conti neut and to Mahatma Gandhi on 27th December by Piof. 
Ivaiiga. 

The Delhi A. 1. C. C. 

Then came the Delhi shock There on the in^'puation of the Mahatma, the Civil 
Liberties resolution, accusing of some Cjngiessmcn of tho chaige of liaMiig car'ied 
on a campaign itieiting people t) violeuee, aison and miiidei ant asking Congiess 
x'oinmittccs to take .icuoii .iguiist tlciii and assuiing tie* [uilihc of the Congress 
leadiness to pioteet p-’i son and |)iOj)‘'ity was intioduced mfo the A. I. C. C. Mi. 
Bhulabhai Desai, tho mover of tin* reso'ution, raado it peifeotiv cleai that it was 
aimed at Kisin Sablni'. an I paiticularly m-‘utionei the Ivisan activiiios m the Andlini 
and Bihar Over that a battle loval raged aril all tho gieat men on both sides 
including tlie Siidar. Rijen Babu, Dt. Pattabhi and Swamijee, Prof. Kanga, Ma.sani, 
M. N. Roy, Datta .Muzumdei, Narendia Dev, Baukim Mukhoijoe took part in the 
heated debate. In tho end, when the lesolution was being passed by a majority, 
the left wingers nurnbonng atioiit 09 .staged a walk-out at 2 A. M. on the fateful 
morning of 29th. Sept. Theioupon the Mahatma has suggested, for the first time 
in his Indian political career, that the leftists ought to leave tho Congre.ss. Cora. 
M. N. Roy protosti*d against this move and Piof. Ranga declared uiiequivoeally the 
deter raination of ICisans to oonduot thou struggles in a jmiely non-violeut fashion 
and to stick to the Congress until they aio driven out of it by the rightists. Thus 
there is today a stalemate m the relations between the rightists and leftists. 
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Kisan Unrest 
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There is no doubt that tlio unrest amon^j Kisans is growing by leaps and bounds, 
what with the failuie of ministries to affoid any proteotion either from Zamiudars 
and moneylenders or fiorn eivil seivauts and the police and the growing effects of 
the economic depression. The piospocts for continued peace between provincial 
Governments and Kisans aio becoming rarer an*! laicr as is indicatt'd by tlio speech 
of Com Karyananda Sarma, the piesident of Itihar Kis.m Sabha and the losolutions 
of tho Bihar Kisan Confeience. Even after the leaders of the Kiisliak-proja Party 
had joined the Jliiq mimstiy nothing notewoithy has been otfeied to be done 
immediately for Bengal Kisans and so, diseoutt3nt is growing afiaco. Similaily, owing 
to the failure of Sikandar iiiinistiy to halve the ‘abiana’ and to leplaco land le venue 
by income tax, Kisan discontent in tho Punjab is unabated. 

Economic Depression Again 

The slump in tho prices of cotton, j’uto, groundnut, rice and wheat has- grown 
more sovoie dining 10 58 After a let of agitation, rieveiiimcnt of India has impostMl 
an imnoit duty of Its. 1-8-0 per raaund of wheat iii Dccornbt'r 1908. P*iit the 
Bengal Ooveinment Ins contented itself with tiramophono piopagarcla among Kisans 
to reduce their acreage undei juto. Nothing is yet don»' eithei by piovincial 
Bovoinments or by Cciitial (Joveinrnont to piotcct the giowtns of eotton, gioaii'inut, 
rice etc. Tho Congicss Woiking Cominittt'e’s demand for exchange mampiilat. )n is 
turned down by Goveinment. The IvKan Sahha is demanding the establishment of 
minimum and maximum pneos for all the majoi agricultiiial piodiice. 

Debt Legislation 

Tho Moratorium doclaiod hy the IT. P., Bombay Govornmouts, though it tended 
to lestiict tlie supply of ciodit for Kisuns’ can out needs, ha^ staved off the picssiiio 
of debts on Kisans. But the Madias, Punjab, Bihar and Bengal Legislation, which 

liH'" only |)io\ided for liio scaling down of didits, without making any adequate 
provision foi supply of credit for cm i out needs, lias inci eased tiie piessiue upon 
Kisans foi the immediate repavinent of the outstanding debts. Thus tJie plight of our 
Kisans has been w^oisened dm mg 1U38 in the diiectiou of credit. 

Co-operative Movement 

Moio and moie of our Kisan Sabhaites are inteiesting thcmsidves in this 

co-ojKuative movement. So fai it has been too much undei oflicial coiitiol. Thanks 
to tho maiketiug staff and tho new push fur giading and open iiiaikets, giviii hy 
some piovincial (fovcinraeiits, our coraiadcs aio able to hjing inti/ ('\istonce more 
and rnoie co-ojterativo loans and sales societies. Yet this woik is still in its infancy. 
Attemjits aic being made to oigaiiiso co-opcrati\o Muiketing Sucudv foi the Tidiaeco 
gioweis of Ountui Distiict which jiioduces moio than 75 pei cent (d tho Viiginiuri 
tobacco. But in largo paits of tho countiy i. e. in Puuigal, Oiissa, As-ain. no Go- 
opeiative movement is still in its infancy and strenuous stops have t(> ho taken both 
by Boveiumout and Kisau Sabhas to develop it. 

Electrification and Irrigation 

Apart fiom theory and some use made of electricity for lighting purposes, so far 

no eneigetic steps aio taken by provincial governments to mUoduco cottage industries 

or other subsidiaiy sources of omplovraoiit in tlic w’ako of the establishment of 
gild system of electrical production and distiibution in II. P., the Bunjab and Madras. 
In U. P. aloLO some successful effoits aro made to bung a few lakhs of acres under 
irrigation thiough tube wells. But tho water rates charged aio too high, lu other 
piovincos no real drive is being made for developing iingation as oven a famine 
protection measure. The Bouth Indian Kisan Babhas aro concentrating their demand 
for the Tungabhadra project, which is expected to protect famine-ridden aieas of 
llayalaseema and Hyderabad. 

Kisans and National language 

On the decision of Madras Government to introduce Hindi as an optional 
language into all middle and higher schools, some Non-Brahmins and Muslim 
Leaguers have organised an anti-IIindi Satyagraha, The Tamilnad Kisan Sabha has 
decided to stand by lliudi and tho Madras Government, 
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Hindu Majority in 
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Hindu 

Mahomedan 

Behar & Orissa 

31,010 660 

4,264,776 

Assam 

4,931,760 

2,755,914 

Bombay 

16,619,866 

4,457,133 

C. P. 

13,460,105 

382,854 

Delhi 

399,863 

206,960 

Madras 

40,392,900 

3,316,083 

U. P. 

40,905,532 

7,181,927 


Moslem Majority in Province 



Mahomedan 

Hindu 

Baluchistan 

405,309 

41,432 

Bengal 

27,530,321 

21,587,921 

N. W. F. P. 

2,227,303 

142,977 

Punjab 

13,332 460 

6,328,538 



The Hindu — Muslim Unity Correspondence 

Gandhi — Jinnah — Jawaharlal Letters 

Mr. Mahomed AH Jinnah, President of the AU-India Muslim League, 
officially released on the loth. June '58 the full correspondence between 
him and Mahatma Gandhi and between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Mr. Jinnah, in a note, said that after the publication of the corres- 
pondence between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru in certain newspapers, 
he wired to Mr. Gandhi on the 14th. June as follows : “Publication of 
correspondence between Pandit Jawaharlal and myself is a breach of 
confidence. It seems a leakage occurred in Congress circles. I must re- 
lease fully now your correspondence along with the rest. Hope you will 
agree — Jinnah”. 

Mr. Jinnah received the following reply from Mahatma Gandhi on 
15th. June : “1 am sure the publication is unauthorised but you may 

publish our correspondence— Gandhi'. 

Gandhi' Jinnah Letters 

The following is a letter ft ojn Mahatma Qandht to Mr. Jinnah, dated Shegnon, 
Wardha., Oct. 19, 1910 ; — 

“Dear fiiond, I caicfullv -NVt'nt tliroui:1i your speech at Lneknou' anl I felt deeply 
hurt over your raisuuderstandin^ of my attitude. Aly letter was in ansv\er to the 
specially private message' you sent mo. It repn'sented my (loepcst folding. The letter 
was puicly personal. W'o'io you light in using it as you did V Of course, as I read 
it, the whole of your sjii'ech is a detduration of w'ar. Only, I hoped you would re- 
serve poor me as a tiridge between tin* two. 1 see you want no budge. I am sorry. 
Only it takes two to make a quariel You won't find me one even if T cannot be- 
come a peace-maker. This is not foi puhlicatioii unless you desiie it. It is written 
in all good faith and out of an anguished heart. Youis sinceiely, (Sd.) M. K. Gandhi.” 

The following letter is from Mr. Jinnah to Mahatma Gandhi, dated Bo7)ihay, 
Nov C), 'd7 : — 

“Dear Mr, Gandhi, I received your letter dated October 19, '37, on my ar- 
rival here. As legatds publisliing your lettei fiom Teelhal last May, I am of opinion 
that I am fully justified in doing so : but youi letter means something diileieut fiom 
what I understand it to mean. Surely, it was open to \ou to oJTer your e.xplanaliou to 
the public. The lettei was not maiked as rt is usual to do so ^^heu its publication was 
not desned by tlie wMifoi, and ray message to \oii was not private. Even now you 
don’t indicate how 1 misundei stood your attitudo or tho contents of that letter. You 
meiely say, T felt deeply hurt over your misimdoistaudiug of iny attitude.’ I am 
sorry you" think my speech at Lucknow is a declaiatioii of war. It is puiely in self- 
defence. Kindly lead it again and tiy and uudoi stand it. Evideutiy you have not 
been following the course of events in the last twelve mouths. As to reserving 
you as a ‘bridge’ and ‘peace-maker’, don’t you think your completo silence for all 
these months identifiod you with the Congiess leadership, although 1 know you are 
not even a four-anna member of that body ? In conclusion, 1 regret to say I find 
nothing dofimte or any constructive pioposal in your letter under reply except it is 
written in all good faith and out of -an anguished heart, which I reciprocate. Yours 
sincerely — M. A. Jinnah.” 

Gandhi on Mr. Jinnah’s Nationalism 

The following letter was sent by Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah from Shegaon, 
under date, February 3, 1938 : — 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah, —Pandit Nehru told mo yesterday that yovL were complaining to 
Maulana Saheb about tho absence of any reply from mo to your letter of 5th. 
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Novoraber fn reply to raino of 19Lh. October, Tho letter was roooived by me when 
1 was monounced by tlio doctors to bo sonoasly ill at Calciilta. Tlio letter was shown 
to mo 3 days after its receipt. JJad I tliouf,dit ir necessarily called for a reply oven 
though I was ill 1 would have sent ono. I i e-read tho letter and I still lliink there 
was nothing useful that I could havo saul in reply. I>ut in a way 1 am glad you 
awaited a reply and huio it is. Mi. Ivhor told me definitely ho had a private message 
from you, lie deliveied it to mo when 1 was alone. 1 could have sent you a 
verbal message in reply — but in onler to give you a true })icturo of my mental 
state 1 sent you a short note Thero was nothing to hide in it. But I did feel, as I 
still do, that tlie way in wliieh von used it came upon me as a painful sin prise. 

“You complain of mv silence. The leason fui inv sdenco is literally and tiuly in 
ray note. Believe mo, the moment I can do sometliing tliat can "bung the two 

communitii’S together nothing in the woihl can pi event me fiom so doing You seem 

to deny tliat your speech was a doelaiation of wai, hut \oui later juonounf^emmits 
too confirm my Inst mipie>sion. Ifow can I piove whit is a matter of feidingV In 
your speeches 1 miss the old n.ition.ilist Wlieii m Idlo I letmncd from rny self- 
imposeil exile in South JSfrii'.a evei\l)i)dv spok*' of vou as one of the staumdiost 
nationalists and the hopt' of hith the Ilnnlus and Mils'* ilmans. Ari' you still the same 
Ml Jiunah V If you say }ou uie, iii Sjuto of ^oei spceciies, 1 shall accejit your 
wold. 

“Ijastly, you want me to come foiwaid with some piopo.al. \\'h:u pioposal can 
I make except to ask >ou on hended kn-’“s to he wliat 1 tiiouglil )<)u wioeV But 

the pioposals to form the basis of unity between the two coininumties sui ely have 

got to come flora you. 

‘This again is not for ])ublieation I 'it foi vmn ejes. It is the cij of a fiiond not 
of an o}»poneut. Yuins suieeiLl}, M. K. (ian lln.” 

Jinnah's Reply to Gandhi 

The following ts ihc copy of a letter from Mr. Jinnah to M<ihahna Gandhi^ 
dated New Del/n^ February 15 

“Dear Mi, Gandiii— 1 liave reeidved your letter of 3id Febiuaiy, which was 
ledirected here J did not complain to" Maulana Saheh about the absence of any 
leply fiom you I only raontionci the facts as he was anxious that we tw'o sliould 
meet an>how’. I am gfad to liear fiom you. Mv raossage tf> you thiougli Mi. Khei, as 
1 mfoimed vou in my last letter, wuis not piivate. It wms onlv w lu>n Mi Khei 
W’eiit to see you at Waidlia that 1 did say In* should not in->nt'ori the nuttei to any 
one expect you and that if vou >oiiis.*If weio incluiel m tie* In it lUiiain e to take 
up tlie matter, it will lie rnoio than lialf tho h.iltie wuiri. Ou Ins letiini t) Bom hay, 
Mr. Kliei told me it was difhciilt foi you to give a leply as >ou weie lestiicted not 
to disclose It to any one oi consult anybody else. ’J’lieitmpon 1 said it was not 
intended to he a seciet ani tliat he was free and you vveie fiee to put vuii iieads 
together and let me know wiiether at that junetuie. joii vvoiti inclined to take up 
this mattei wuth join poweiful oveiwhelming iii'laeiiee which jou exei. iiC ovei the 
Congress. Then he saw you a, gun at Tectlial and fioni tliat moment it e* as' d to l»e a 
private matter hetwen two individuals ; and ho hiought me jour lepiy in wiifug y liicli 
I havo to publish because you know of tl e coutroversy hetwcci mo and Mi Rajondia 
Prasad and Pandit Nelnu ui the press; wheto it was sought to make out rhat I was 
putting every obstacle in tho way of a llmdu-Musliin settlement. As your letter 
was not marked confidential I used it. Besides, what is wiong in ray saying that I 
approached you on my own acooid and that was the lejily 1 received from you ? 1 

cannot undeistand why you feel so much about it. Y^ou say 1 complained about your 
silence. Well, I do, but" you further proceed to say, ‘Believe me, the moment 1 can 
do something that can hung tho two communities together notliiug in tho woild can 
prevent me from so doing.’ Now what am I to gather fiom this V Am I right in 
interpietmg that the moment is not come V 

“With regard to your opinion on my speech at tho Lucknow sessions and my 
later pronouncements which you are pleased to call a declaration of war, I can only 
repeat this was in self-defence. Evidently, you are not acquainted with what is going 
on in the Congiess jiress, the amount of "vilification and mis-ropresontatiou and false- 
hood that is daily spread about mo. Otiiorwiso, I am suie you would not blame rao. 

“With regard to your saying that when in 1915 you returned from South Afiica 
everybody spoke of me as one of tho staunchest of nationalists and tho hope of 
both the Hindus and the Mussaimans and you ask mo the question, *Aro you still 
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the same Mr. Jinnah ?’ and proceed further to say, ‘If you say you are, In spite of 
your speeches, 1 shall accept your woid.’ And you say in my .speeches you miss the 
nationalist. Do you think you aio justified in saying that ? I would not like to say 
wiiat people spoke of you in ]915 and what they speak and think of you to-day. 
Nationalism is not tho monoiioly of any single individual. In these days it is very 
diflioult to define it, but I do not wish to pursue this lino of controversy any further. 

“You conclude by saying, ‘Lastly, you want me to come forward with some pro- 

f iosal. What pioposal can 1 make except to ask you on bended knees to be what I 
lad thought yow weie V Dut the pioposals to form the basis of unity between tho 
two communities have surely got to como from you.’ I think you might have snared 
your app»*al and need not have pleached to me on your bended knees to be what you 
had thought I was. As legaids the formation of pioposals wdiicli would form the 
basis of unity, do you think this can bo done by coi ic^pondeiiee ? Surely, you know 
as much as I do. what are tho funtlaraental points in dispute*. In my opinion it is as 
much u|) to you to suggest ways and means of tackling tho pioblem. If you genuinely 
and smcoioly desue and you feel the moment has come foi you to step in and with 
youi position and inlluoneo you aio prepaied to take tho matter up earnestly, I will 
not fail to lendoi all assistance 1 can.” 

Propoied Gandhi-Jinnah Meeting 

The follov'inq is the text uf a letter from Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah.^ 
iShegaon^ Waidha^ dated February 

‘'Dear Mr Jinnah, I tiiank you for \oiir letter. I have read your letter to Jawabar- 
lal also. I observe both letteis invito not wiitt'-n replies hut personal discussion. I 
do not know’ whethei it will take place in the fiist instance between yon and 
.lawaharlal or now tliat Subhas Bose succeeds, betw’een you and the latter. If you 
desire bi'foie tins tlieie sliould be a talk between you and roe, J would be delighted 
to see you in ^h• gaoii any time which is convenient to joii befoio 10th Marcli, after 
wliudi, if licaltli peimits, 1 might Inive to go to Deng.il So fai as I am conceined, 
just as on tiie IJmdu-Mu^lim question I was guided by Di Ansaii, now that he is 
no moie in our midst, 1 havo ac»o‘pted Maulana Abul A/ad as my guide. My sugge.s- 
tion, theiefore, to you is tliat conversation should bo opened in the Inst instance be- 
tween you ami Maulana Sahub. But in eveiy case, legaid me as at your disposal. 
(Signed) Gandhi.” 

Jinnah’t Attitude Unchanged 

The followmg is a copy of a letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mahatma Oandht dated, 
New Delhi, March 3 : — 

“Dear Mr. (ifandhi, I have received •your letter dated 24th IVbruary. I am 
sorry for the delay in it*id\ing as 1 w’as not well. In your letter 1 missed a note 
of lesponse whether you aie of opinion that you see the light now’ and the moment 
has come, and secondlN, if so, wiietlier you ate prepared to take the matter up in 
right earnest; and thiidlv, 1 find there is no change in your attitude and mentality 
when you say you would lie guided by Maulaua, as Di. Ansaii is no moie. If you 
pursue this line, you will be lepcating the same tragedy as you did wbeu you ex- 
pressed your helplessness because Di Ansaii, holding jironouiu*ed and diehaid views, 
did not agiee and you had to say although you w’cie w’llliiig hut what could you do. 
This happened as you kuow' before vou went to the Kound Table Confeienco. At the 
Round Table Confeionco the tiagcdy was repeated by you when you seemed to bo 
willing to accept piovisionally cm tain teirns but you there also e.vpressod you were 
helpless as Hindus weie unwilling and you. as leproseiiting tho Congress, would 
havo no objection if Hindus and Musalraans came to an agreement. 

“We have reached a stag* when no doubt should bo left. You recognise the All- 
India Muslim Ijoaguo as the one authoiitativo and repiesentative oiganisation of 
Mussalmans in India, and on the other hand you lejiresent the Congioss and other 
Hindus throughout the count ly. It is only on that basis wo can proceed further and 
fiiither and devise a machinf’ry of appioach. Uf coiiise, 1 shall be glad to see you 
although I shall equally be glad to see Bandit Jawahailal or Mr. Bose as you may desire. 
The mattoi, as you know, will not bo clinched without rofeienco again to you by 
either of thorn. Therefoie, 1 will prefer to see you fiist. In any case, I am soriy 
to say 1 cannot come to Shegaon to see you before lOth March. I have to go to 
Bombay and also I have fixed various other engagements ol my tour, but we can fix 
up a time and place that may suit us both.— (Bd.) Jinnah.” 

46 
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Mahatmaji on Hindus 

Mahatma Qandhi urote to Mr, Jinnah fiom Shcgaon, Wardha, ow March 8 as 
follows : — 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah,— I thank you for your letter. T hope you have completely got 
over your indisposition. Your letter revives painful memones. I will not discuss, 
at this stage at any rate, the various debatable points raised in your letter. SufTice it 
to say that T am at your disposal. If you cannot come to Rheogaon, and my health 
should permit, 1 will gladly go to Bornbay to meet you when you are there. At 
present J have to go to llengal an<l then for a while to Onssa This will take rno 
through the whole of this month. The cailiest, therefore, wo can meet will bo m 
April. 

“Two questions arising from >our letter demand a reply. 'Yon ask mo wlw'thor 
I have now seen light. Much to mv regiet I have to say, ‘no.’ If I had, I would 
piocdaim the news from tlie house-tops But that limitation doi's not debai me from 
taking advantage of the slightest oppoitnnitv of finding a way out of I he jiicscnt 
(lifTiculty. You expect me to be able to speak on helialf of the ‘Congic‘^s and otli(»r 
Hindus throughout tbecountrv’. I am afiaid, 1 cannot fulfil tlif' t* st I cannot ro[ii<'scrit 
either the Congress or the Hindus iii the sense you mean, but I woull exrrt to (lie 
utmost all the moial influence 1 could have with them in order to secuie a honourable 
settlement. — tSd ) Gandhi.” 

Mr. Jinnah replied to Mahatma Oandhi ^from Nav Delhi on Match /? as 
follows : — 

“Hoar Mr. Gandlii, — I am in leceipt of voui leftei of MukIi S, and I thank vou 
for it. As you do not wish to discuss tie* various pciiN mtuiiuoiMl in my letter and 
the two questions wliudi you have answeiisi aie tar from hopeful, 1 am In Ip'ess 
Kowevei, as you say ‘siiffieo it to s.i\ J am at vuii dispos il , 1 g,ith(*r you Wwuld 
neveitheless like to take advantage of the slightest oppoltunlt,^ of limling a nnun out 
of the present difficulty In ttiese elrcum^talle(‘s, 1 heg to iiifiim \f'M j shall t»o 
glad to see you at Bombay sometime in Apiil as suggested hj \oii. (Sd ) Jinnah.” 

Mahatma Oandht wrote to Mr. Jinnah front Calcutta on March i*-J : — 

“Hear Mr Jinnah,— Manv thanks foi yoni note As soon as 1 leach Shegaon, 1 
shall seek the first ofijiortuuity of waiting on you at Bombay,'’ 

Mr. Jinnah replied from New Delhi on March : — 

Hear Mr. Gaudhi — I thank 3011 foi your letter of 31th and 1 shall have to see 
you after my return fiom Cab utfa about 25th April at Bombay 

The following is a copg of telegram from Mahatma Oandht to Mr. Jinnah 
despatched from Delhi on April la. — 

“If on letuin Bombay >uu can bieak jouiney Waidha for one day you 
will spare me strain undei taking jouinov B*ornba\ I nee-i some uiuntor- 
rupted phvsical rest if possilrle. Any event rouhl M.uilaua A/ai ue'oiupany 
me interview. Please wire Waidha which leu'diing to-moiio\v.” 

Mr. Jinnah replied from Calcutta by wric on April tC, as foUiaes 

“Extremely' soiiy unable change jiiogianimr* now. Will useive you Bombay 
25th or thereafter as arranged. Would picfer see you alone.” 

The following telegram was sent by Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah from 
Wardha on Apttl 18 

“Thanks. 25ih happens Monday, Will roach Bombay 28tli if not inconvenient.” 

Mr. Jinnah wired back from Galruita on April 10 : — 

“Thanks. Will gladly receive you 28th my house. Wire time caio Ispaharii, 
Calcutta.” 

Mahatma Qandhi wired to Mr. Jinnah from Wardha on April SO : — 

“If not inconvenient would like roach your house eleven thiity a.m.” 


Nehru— Jinnah Exchans^ea 

The following Correspondence that passed between Pundit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. M. A. Jinnah since January last on the 
question of Hindu-Muslim unity was also released for publication ' 



-25 JAN. ’38 ] JINNAH-NEHRU EXCHANGES 363 

Copy of Letter from Mr, Nehru to Mr Jinnah, dated Lucknow^ January l8^ 
1938 

“Dear Mr. Jinnali, — [ have read tho statement you issued recently to the Press 
with care. I am afiaid wo apjuoach tho question from differing viewpoints and 
I feel that your appioach is not very helpful. Hut I entirely agree with you 
that an argument carried on through the medium of tho Press is not desirable. 
Indeed, I had decided not to issue press statements on the subject, but after 
>our Calcutta speech, in which you mentioned my name and issued some 
kind of a ‘challenge’ to me, I felt that a public statement was unavoidable. 
Hence my statrunent, in which I tiied to avoid unnecessary controversy. 

“You know perliafrs that for some months past I have been in correspon- 
dence with Nawal) Ismail Khan on this subject and I have been anxious to find 
out what tin* points of diffcience and agreement wore. I am afraid 1 do not 
know this yrjt and your last statement do<‘S not help. 1 would feel grateful to 
you if you could" kindly throw some light on this and let me know what 
exactly are tin* points in dispute which requiio consideration. I think this 
will help us all and lead to an avoidance of needless coiitiovorsy. Wo can 
then come to gups with tlio subject. As 1 have said in my last statement, 
we are eager to do everything in oiii power to put an end to eveiy misappre- 
lH*nsion and to ondeavoiii to solve eveiv jirolilein tiiat comes in the way of 
oui developing our public life along light lines and promoting the unity and 
jinigress of tho Indian poojjle. 

“1 am leaving for Lahore to-day. From there I go to tho Frontier Piovioce 
and return to Allahabad in about ten days’ time Kindly address your 
rojily to Allahabad. Yours sincerely (.SI) .Jawuhailal Nehru.” 

Letter from Aft Jinnah to Mr. Nehru dated Bombay. Janu iry'*2!j, 1938 : — 

‘‘Dear Pandit .lawaharlal.— I am in receipt of youi letter of tho ISth January, 
10 18. I must sav (hat it is \er\ uifficult for rne to undoi stand it. I fail to 
see wliat YOU aie driving at. It does not suggest any useful jiioposal of a 
concicte cliai.i'der, besides ie-ap|uoaching me and mfoimiiig mo that ‘we 
appioaoh th** (piestion fiorn diffenng viewpoints’, and you fuither say, ‘I feel 
tiiat jour ap])Ma(di is not veiv helpful.' You further refer to my Calcutta 
speech and say, ‘in which you mentioned mv name and issued some kind of 

a ‘‘challenge” to me. I felt that a public statement was unavoidable and 
hence my statement.’ lint you do not even now give me the put port of my 
spoecli, aii'l wh.it wa^ tho ‘ciialiongc’ which comp'dled you toi say what you did 
in vour statera>*nt whicii you consideied unavoidable. 

“I know nothiiig about yoiu being m coiicspondonco with Nawab Ismail 
Khan referred to in youi letter. 

“Finally I note yomi lequost that I sliould let you know ‘what exactly 
are tho points in dispute which leq iiie eousideratiuii * I am glad that you 
agree wdth mo that the aiguments carried on through the medium of the 

Pi ess are not desiiable. Diit do you now think th.it this matter can be 

(lisciussed, much h’ss solved, by and through coriespondence V I am afiaid that 
is e(mally undesiiahh*.’’ 

“1 may state for your inform.atiou that I received a letter from Mahatma 

fTandhi dated the lOlh Outohei, PJ.'IT, and I replied to him on the 5th November, 
19.17, and I am still \vaitiiig to hear from him. I recipiooate the sentiments 
expiessoJ in the l.i.st but one paragiaph of your letter at the end of it. 
Yours siucoiely, (ISd.) M. A. Jinnah. ’‘ 


Clarification of Muflim Demands 

Copy of letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Wardha^ Febiuaryd^ 

loss 

•‘Dear Mi‘. Jinnah,— Your letter of the 25th Jannaiy reached AUahaluad on 
February 1st after I had •left. It has been for rrar-deJ to me here and reached 
me yesterday. 

“1 am sorry that my previous letter wms difficult to uuJerst.ind. My 
purpose in writing it was, as I stated, to find out what our poiuts of differenotj 
and agreement wore. Presumably there are points of dilleroace as you have 
repeatedly criticised the Congress policy and practice. If these points of 
difference are noted down and our attention drawn to them it would make 
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their considoratioa easier. It Is possible that some of them may be due to 
misapprehension and this misapprehension be removed ; it is equally 

possible that some aie more fundamental and then we oould try to find a 
way out or, at any rate, know exactly how and where wo stand. When there 
is a conflict of opinion, a clarification of the opposiuf; opinions is an essential 
prclirainaiy to their consideration. 

“1 mifjht mention some relatively minor matters which have apparently h'd to 
misajipiehension. In one of your speeches you are referred to bein^ told by 

some one that a cheque for rupees five lakhs was recmitly j^iven to the 
(kiiiirress. I am not aware of this and presumably I ou^dit to know. Indeed, 

to my knowledge, no one has Riven oven a cliequo for Rs, 5,000 to the CoiiRiess 
foi a considerable time. 

“In the same, or possibly another, spc'cli von lef erred to the non-co-operation 
days and stated that wliile the AliRaih University was forced to close down an I 
many non-co-opeiated from it, not a single student non-i’o-rrpeiafed from the Itenaies 
University. As a matter of fact, a veiy laiRt* nuintuM r»f students did non-co-ojuM ate 
from the Benaios Univeisity. As a lesult of this a iion-ofTicial umvmsitv, the 

Kashi Vidyapith, was established in llenan's, as also the (Jaudhi Asliiara. Roth 

these still exist In the same way the .lamia Millia came into e:vi»fonce in AliRaih 
and tins now flourishes in Delhi, 

“You have refeirol in youi speeches to the CoruMr'ss imposnn: TTiudi-Hindastani 
and tiying to ciush Urdu. 1 piusurno sou wore mi'.mfoimed f >i I am not av'iio of 
any attempt on the part of the Oongiess to luiure I'idu. S >rnti time back 1 wrote 
an essay on “The question of Laiiguag**’, winch lepicsents, I b.dicve, the (^mgrt*^s 
view-point. It was apiirovei i»y Mi. tJandhi and b\ rn.ui\ people iinc(»nnected with 
the Congiess and inteiested in the advancoraeut of Uidii, incluliiig Maulvi Atidiil 
llaq, Secretaiv, Aujiiinan-e-Taiaqqu-e-Uidu of Hvieiab.id. I do not know if vou 
have come across this essay. In any (‘vent, I am asking iiiv oflice m Allahabal to 
send you a copy. If you disagree with the aigumcnt oi conclusions of this e.r.say, 

1 shall be grateful to have your criticisms. 

“I might mention that the Congress Ministry in Madias is endeavouiing to iritio- 
duce the study of Hindustani in tlie State schools in the piovnne Thev are having 

i uimers and te\t-t)ooks picjiared especiallv for tho puipox,o bv th*’ Jamia Millia. 
'heso primers, otr, are to be in two sci ipts — Dovao igti and Indu-hnt in identical 
language, the stud<'nts having tlio option of smipt 

“I mention these instances to show how mis ippr 'liercooiis arise But the real 
questions of issue aie moii* important and it is in le^ud to ilusse that clanlicatioii 
IS necessary. I luesiune nou are acuuamted with the Congtess lesolntioiis and state- 
ments on rainoiity and fundammital lights and icgaidmg communal questions. If 
you wish it, I can have thoHc sent to you Maiiv of tlies*' w'cie collected together 
in a comprehensive resolution ])assod hy the Woikiiig t^iminitt**!' m t^ilcutta towards 
the end of October 1937. About tho Communal Award the Congress position has 
been repeatedly made clear. 

“The Congiess policy as laid down in these resolutions may ho incomplete m 
wrong If so, wo shall gladly considt'r suggtMions to comfileto it or rectify it. 
Personallv, I do not see what more can bo done liy the Congress regarding leligious 
or cultural matters. As foi iiolitioal (communal) qu"stiuiis, the Communal Award, 
unsatisfactory as it is, holds the field foi tho piesent and till such time as it may 
bo altered by mutual agreement of tho paitics conceined. 

“In considering wider political questions, tlio Congiess has adhered to cert,aiii 
principles and policies for a number of yoais, though minor variations have taken 
jilace from time to time. Our present policy in the legislatures and outside was 
(lefinod by a compichensivo resolution pa.s.sed by tlio Working Committee at Wardlia 
last year. I am very glad to find from Nawab Isrnaii Khan and Ciioudhury Khali- 
quzzaman that tho U. P. Muslim I..oague, or the U. P. Muslim League Parliamen- 
tary Board, accepted this programme. This included our objective of independence, 
our demand for a Constituent Assembly, our general attitude to the Constitutiou Act, 
and tho Federation, and our methods of work in.side and outside tho legislature. It 
referred also to our agiarian and labour progiammos. Thus, there appeared to bo 
a very large measure of agreement between us not only in regard to fundamentals, 
but even regarding many details. 

“In view of this agreement it distressed and sui prised mo to find that there was 
SO much conflict. I have tried therefore to figd out what this confiict is about. X 
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do not see how I can make any proposal, concrete or va^^iio, when 1 do not know 
what the points in issue are. It is true that in reading your speeches 1 havo come 
across various statements to the effect that the Congress is trying to establish Hindu 
Raj. I am unaware of how this is being done or who is doing it If any Congress 
Ministiies or the Congress organisations have made mistakes, the^o should ho pointed 
to us 

‘‘A report of your Calcutta speech ajipeared in tlio newspapers at the time and 
is no doubt available to you and for me to give you a purport of it seemed hardly 
necessary. In this you state tliat you are fuditing the Congress, that you are fighting 
the Congioss loadeishij) which is misleading the llindus Fuithor vou havo said 
that you want to bring tho Congress High Command to its senses. May I suggest 
that those W'ho aie privileged to advise or load tho Congress havo no desire to figlit 
arnbody evcopt Ilritish Imperialism? In any event, if we mislead or misbehave 
wo havo a right to enquire fiora our ciitics whore and how wo have done so. 

“Furtiier, in your Calcutta speech >ou said : H havo long long ago, months ago 
now, thrown out a chaliongo to Pandit Jawahai lal Nehru and I tliiow out a challenge 
now,— let him come and sit with us and let us formiilato a constiuctive programme 
which will give immediate relief to tlie poor.’ It was to this ‘challenge’ that I 
lefeirod in mv last letter. I do not remember on which picvious occasion you had 
issued a similar challenge to me. 

“It is always lielpful to discuss matters and problems face to face and, as I havo said 
previouslv, wo aie always glad to do so. A shoit while ago you mid Maulana Abul 
K'ilarn Azad, one of our most lespe'ited leaders than whom theio is no one Vietter 
fitted to explain tlie Congress viewpoint in legarJ to the minorities problem or any 
othei m.ittoi. Whenever necessity arises eveiy one of us will willingly welcome a 
talk Hut even such a talk is likely to he vague aud iiifructuous if some clai ification 
of ideas does not take piaiio previously C irt espondeuce helps in this process and 
sometimes is even preferable as it is more piecise th.in talk. I trust, therefore, that 
\on will lielji in clinfving tho position hv telling us where we differ and how you 
would like this differ enco to end. You have also ciiti'-i^ed the Congress in vigorous 
language, as vou were no doubt entitled to do. Hut are w’o not entitled to ask you 
to siilistaiitiate those cnticisnas in private at lea>.t, if not in ]uibhc ? 

“I havo inquiiel from .Mi. Gandhi about vour letter to him dated the 5th Novera- 
hei 1937 IHi received it in Calcutta when he was l\ing ill there and he felt that 
It needed no answer. Your letter had been in answer to his and the matter seemed 
to end there for tlie time h.>ing. H** was gool enough to sliow me his letter and 
>0111 s and it seemed to me that no paiticular rejdy was called for. I undeistand that 
he wiote to >ou \e'>terdav. 

“I hope to bo in Allahabad by the 9th. February. Yours sincerely (Sd.) Jawaharlal 
Nelli u.” 

Mr. Jinnah Prefers a Meeting 

^if It’ffcr from .Vr. Jinnah Jo Mr, Nchruy dated New Delht^ 17th February^ 

IfUS 

“Dear Pandit Jawahai lal,— 1 «am in receipt of >oiir letter of the 4tb February. 
You have now thing at mo more complaints and grievances of ‘rifling character. 
Evidently vou itdy on that section of the press wiiicli is bent on misi epi esenting and 
villifying me, but I am glad that you sav I niontion tlio^e instances to show’’ how mis- 
appieliension aiisos , dnit the ival question at i.ssiu' is more important and it is in 
regaid to tins tliat cl.irilication i.s neeessarj.’ Therefoie I don't tiiiiik any useful pur- 
pose will he .served to earrv on corresfioudoace wuth regaid to tho vaiious matters 
ininitioried in your letter. You wdll please not introduce m.ittois which you may liave 
discussed vvitli Nawab Ismail Klian or Choudhury Ivhaliqu/zaman or anybody else. 
These again will load to rofeiences and cross references and the matter will never end. 

“As regards my Calcutta speech, tho word ‘challenge’ is obvious’y due to tho ima- 
gination of tho reporter for tho very context shows clearly that it was an in- 
vitation. How’over, tlie discussion of all those mattois in coirespondence will lead us 
nowhere. I do not believe in tho doctiine which you lay down ; ‘but are we not 
entitled to ask you to substantiate anything that I have said publicly, provided it is 
correotly reported ?’ Tho crux of your letter on the real vital point of the Hindu- 
Muslirn unity is repetition of what you said in vour previous letter, namely, that you 
want rao to note down ‘the points of difference’ and discuss them through and by 
correspondeuoe ’— 4 method which I made it clear in my last letter, is highly unde- 
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sirable and most inapprojiriato. 1 wGl(3omo your su/^ufostion whon you say ‘whenever 
necessity arises ovoiy one of us would willmfcly welcome a talk.’ If you think that 
necessity has arisen nml any one of you is willing, J shall bo glad to see you and 
equally welcome to talk. The thing is that you prefer talking at each other whereas 
I prefer talking to each other. Surely you know and you ought to know what are 
the fundamental points in dispute. 

“I have lociived a letter from Mr. Gandhi and have loplied to him, a copy of 
which 1 am ci closing heiewith. Youis sincoicly, (Sd.) M. A. Jiunah.” 

Preti Reports of Speeches 

Copy of letter from Mr, Nch?'u to Mr. Jtnnuh, dated Bombay^ February 26^^38 

“Dear Mr. Jinnali, — Your letter of the 17th Febiuaiy reached me at llaiipuia. I 
liad no intentidu Hinging any complaints and giiovances at you. In my attempt to 
find out \\ Ji.it ^our complaints were, I lead >oar spi'oche.s as leportud in the news- 
papeis (usually hv a news agency) and noted down some of the points on wJiieh you 
liad laiil stie.ss 1 am gl.id to know that you have bemi misiepoited l)ut you have 

not pointed out whcie the misrepresentation comes in noi, so far as 1 know, liavo 

>011 issued anv staterneiii to the Piess coirocting the misieprcseritatieu May J sug- 
gCvSt tliat it wilt be woithwliile to coirect tlieso t*irois so that tlio public might not 
be mishsl V A cleai and authoi itative statement from you will liclp us also lu under- 
standing wliat you stand for and wliat you object to. 

“J note that >ou do not wish to lutioduee in our coriespondence any matteis 
wliich \\(» may h.'ive dis< ussed with Nawah Ismail Khan or ClKUidhniy Khaliquz- 
zarnan. I did not know’ that tlioy repn‘sented anv dilTerent vn>wp(nnts fiom youis. I 
thought it ru'c(*s>ar\ to diaw >oar attention to tho repeated attempts I have been 
making to find out wliat tho I’lolitical and communal policy of the Muslim League is 
and wheiein it diffeis fiom that of the Congi'iss. You will lemomber saying last 
>ear that the Muslim League had an entiiely diffeienl policy even on political matteis 
fiom that of the Congiess. tSinoo then the * League has changed its objective and its 
economic outlook and has thus aiiproachod nearer to the Congress. 1 am anxious to 
hnd out wliat the leal moaning of tliese changes is. Without this clai ification it is 

difficult foi us to undei stand tho pieseiit position, 

“You say tliat vou do not b-dieve m tho doctrine tliat I lay down^ namely, ‘but 
aie we not imtitled to ask you to sub-.taiitiate all these ciiticisms in private at least, 
if not in piihiic V’ Fuithor, you .say that foi >oui p.irt >ou make no such distinction 
and are piepaied to suhstantiate anv thing tliat >ou have said pnhliclv, piovided it 
is coriectly lepoited. If vou will lead iny sentence again, >ou will no doul)t oliseivo 
that 1 have nowlieic laid down any such doctiim* as >ou imagine. I would indc(*d 
welcome a public ticatmont by you of the criticisms made by you. lint if >ou > our- 
selves are unwilling to wiite to the Press on tho subject, as you indicate in your 
letter. I put it to you that we aie at least entitled to request you to suh.',tauliaio tiie 
ciiticisra in private. 

“If you have made no criticisms of the Congress, and tlio Piess reporrs aro cntiie- 
ly wrong, then, of course, no question of snl'Stantiation arises. All that need bo dcae 
is to contiadict tho Piess repoits P>ut if the criticisms have btsm made, as presum- 
ably they have been, then 1 lequest you to justify them iiuhlicly or piivately as you 
might choose. Pei.sonaily, I would prefer the foimer method 

“I am afraid I must confes'. that I do not yet know what the fundamental points 
of dispute are. It is foi tins reason that I have boon requesting you to clarify them, 
t^o fai, I have not received any help in tins direction. Of cours*e, we shall willingly 
meet you whenever oppoitunity arises. Our President, bubhas Chandra Bose or 
Maulana Azad or I or any otbui member of tho Working Committee can meet you at 
a suitable opportunity. 

“But when we meet, wliat aio we to discu.ss V Responsible people with organi- 
sations behind them can hardly discuss anything in the air. Borne clarification of the 
issuv's, some clear statement of wliat is wanted and what is objected to, is always 
desirable : otherwise, we may not come to grips with the suhiect. Y'ou will remem- 
ber the argument about what transpired at Delhi in 1930 between you and Babu 
Rajendra Piasad. Theie has even been a difference of opinion about the facts. It 
would be urifortunate if wo repeated this performance and then argued about it lator. 

“It IS then highly desirable for us to define tho issues fir.st. This is also 
necessary as wo may have always to consult many colleagues in regard to any 
matter affecting Congress policy. There is surely nothing undesirable or inappio- 
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pnate about this dofininf? of issues by corros})on'Ience. ft is the usual method 
adopted between individuals Jind orf^anisations. IVIay I, therefore, bog of you to 
enlighten me ? — Yours sincerely. (Sd.) Jawaharlal Nohru.” 

Copy of letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru datci New Delhi, 3rd 

March 1938 

“Dear Pandit .Tawahailal, — I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th February, 
1 rogn*t to (iud the same spirit running through of making insit3uations and innuen- 
does and raising all sorts of matters of trilling character which are not germane to 
our piosent subject with which you started, nam'dy. Idw to find the basis of approach 
to the most vital ani prominent question of llindn-Muslirn unity. You wind up 
your letter by insisting upon the course that 1 should formulate the points lu 
dispute and submit to you for your consideration and then carry on correspondence 
with you. This method, I have already stated, in my consideied opinion is undesir- 
able and Inappiopiiato. The method you insist upon may bo appro])iiate between 
two litigants and that Is followed by solicitors on behalf of their clients, but national 
issues cannot be settled like that 

“When you say “that 1 am afraid 1 must confess that I do not know what 

fundamental points in dispute are,” I am only amazed at vour ignorance. This 

matter has boon tackled since 1925 tight up to 1915 bv the most important leaders 
in the country and so far no solution has been found. I would beg ot you to study 
it and do not* take up a self-complaceut attitude an i if vou are in earnest, I don’t 
think you will find much difTiciilty in realising what the main points in disfuite are, 
because they have been constantly mentioned both in tin) Pi ess and public platfoim 
oven very recently — Youis sinccicly, (Sd.) M. X. Jinnah. 

Copy of letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jnin ih, date I Allahabad, March S, 
1938 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah— Tliank you for your lolfor of March 3id. I am afraid our 
letters to each other rejioat themselves". I go on lequosting you to ttdl us wliat 
exactly aro tho points in dispute whicli liave to bo dis)iis-.ed and you go on insisting 
that this should not bo <ione by coriospondenco. At the same time vou have pointed 
out that the maiu points in dispute have been consMiitlv. and voiv recently discussed 
in tho press and public platform I have carefully followed Pi ess statements and 
your public speeches. In my effort to dnsoovor those points of dispute I onumoiated 
some of tho cnticisras \shich you wore leported to have made m public speeches. I a 
youi leply you stated that you woio misreportod, but you did not say what the 
correct leport should have been. 

Further you said that these wore minor and tnlling mattois, but again you did 
not point out what the inajoi matteis were. You will peicoive my difficulty. 

“I liopo I am not making any insinuations or innuendoes, as >ou suggest in your 
last letter. C'^rtainlv it is not ray intention to do so, noi to laiso trilling maUeis 
which are not germane to tlio piosent subject. l>ut whit aio those matters which 
aie geimanoV It may be tliat I am diuise or not sufficiently acquainted with tho 
intricacies of tlio problem. If so, I deserve to be enlightened. If you will lefer 
mo to any recent statement made in tlio Press or platform which will help mo m 
understanding, 1 shall bo grateful. It Is not ray desiio, may I uqieat, to carry on 
a controversy by coricsponderice, but only to find (uit what the main points in dis- 
cussion or dispute aro. It is surely usual for national issues to be formulated and 
clarified in this way to facilitate discussion. Doth m national and intci national 
matters wo are frequently adopting this course. 

“You are poifeotly right in saying that this matter has boon tackled since 1925 
repeatedly. Do you not think that this very liT^toiy warns us not to approach it 
in a vague manner without clear ideas as to what wo object to and what we want ? 
Apart from this, much has happened during this past few years which has altered 
tlie position. For instance, the Communal Awaid. Do you want this to bo discussed 
with a view to some settlement being arrived at on another basis ? 

“It is obvious that tho Congress is exceedingly anxious to remove all causes of 
misunderstanding and friction. Apart from wider national issues, it would like to do 
so because such misundorstaudiug comes in tho way of its work. It has frequently 
considered the problem and pass such resolutions and put forward such proposals 
as it considered right. I do not wish to discuss as to whether these were right or 
not. That may bo a matter for argument. But according to our lights we tried to 
do our best. If we did not succeed to the extent we hoped to do, that is our mis- 
fortune and wo shall gladly consider suggestions which might load to better results. 
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“What are the various aspects of this matter V May I enumorato thorn ? 

1. The Communal Award, wliich includes separate electorates and reservation of 
seats. 2. Religions guarantees. 3. Cultural piotection and guaiantoes. 

“E’resumably these aio tlie throe main heads. There may bo some minor matters 
but I do not refer to them as you wish to concentrate on the main issues. 

“As regards the Communal Award, the position of the Congress has boon clarified. 
If it is your desire to discuss this matter, I should like to know. 

“As regards religious and cultural guarantees, tlie Congress has given as full 
assurances and guarantees as is possible. If, however, anv other guarantees are con- 
sidered necessary they should ho mentioned. About one of tlie questions which you 
have referred to In your speeches, the language question, I have written to you pre- 
viously and sent you my brochure. I trust that you agree with its mam conclusions. 

“Are we going to discuss these matters or some others which I have not men- 
tioned above ? Then again, the background of all sneli drscussions must necessarily 
be a certain political and or'onnmic one — our struggle for indepetidenee, our anti-im- 
perialism, our methods of direct action wlionever nocessarv, om anti-wai policy, our 
attempt to remove the exploitation of the misses, agraniiu and labour piol>lerns, and 
tlie like I take it that with the reoigiuisation of the Muslim lj«MLrtie’s policy tlioio 
will not be any great difference regarding this anti-imperialist 1 ackgronnd. 

“You will forgive me for repeating mvself In those letters and for asking the same 
things over and over again. 1 lio so because 1 am keenly dosirotis of vour appieciating 
my viewpoint, whicli I believe is also tin* viewpoint of my eolbiagnes in the Con- 
gress. I have no desir'O to taki* up your time an 1 to s[tend rny time in vviitrng long 
letter’s. But my mind demands clarity tieforo it can function idreeti vely or think in 
terms of anv aetion V’'.igneness or any avoidance of leil issues cannot lead to satis- 
factory results. It docs seem strange to me that m spite of my lepoateii requests I 
am not told what issues have to he d’S( ussej. 

“I uiidorstand that Gandliiji has alio.idv writtt'u to vou expr.-ssing Ins reailiniss 
to have a talk with you. 1 am not now tlio Congress President and tliiis have not 
the same representative capacity, hut if I can ho of anv help in this matter’, mv 
services are at the disposal of the Congress and I shall gladiv rnei^t >ou and discuss 
these matters with you. Yours sincerely, (Sd ) Jawahailal Nehiu.” 

Copy of letter from Mr, Jtnnah to Mr. Nehru dated New Delhi^ I7th March 
1938 

“Dear Pandit Jawahailal, — T liavo roceived your lettei of the sth <'f Matdi IIVIS. 
Your first letter of 18th Januaiy onvc'ved to m** tliai >ou des.i.* le know tie* p)inrs 
in dispute for the pin pose of promoting ilindu-Muslim unitv. When in leply I said 
that the suhjeot-matter cannot he solv«*d by coi rt^spondenec* and it was (‘qually un- 
desirable as discussing matteis in tlie press, you in your ii*plv of the 4th Fetnuarv 
forraulatod a catalogue of grievances with regard to rny suofiosed criticism of the 
Congress ami utterances winch are hardly relevant to the que.stiori foi oin nureediat.* 
consideration. You went to persisting m tiro same line and you are still ot t'piniru tint 
those matters, although not germane to the present subject, sliould bt^ firltiei dis. uss. J, 
winch I do not propose to do, as 1 have already e\[d,iiued to you m rny 
prevt ous letter. 

“The question with which w(3 started as I imderstanJ is of sifeguaiding the 
rights and the interests of the Miissalrnaiis with regard to their I’cligioti, culture, 
language, personal laws and political rights in the national life, flio (lovernrneut and 
the Administration of the country. Various suggestions have been made which will 
satisfy the Mussalmans and create a sense of security and confidence in the raajtirity 
community. I am surprised when you say in your letter under reply, ‘but what 
are these matters which are germane V It may bo that I am dense or not sufficiently 
acquainted with the intricacies of the problem. If so, ! deserve to bo enlightened. 

If you will refer to mo to any recent statement made in the Pre.ss or platform which 
wdl help me in understanding, I shall be grateful’. Perhaps you have heaid of 
the fourteen points. 

“Next, as you say, apart from this, much has happened during those past years 
which has altered the position’. Yes, I agree with you and various suggestion have 
api»eared in the newspapers recently. For instance, if you will refer to the ‘Htatesraan’ 
dated the 12th February 1938 there appears an article undot the heading ‘I’hrough 
Muslim Eyes’ (Copy eiiclosed for your convenieuce). Next, an article in the ‘New 
Times’ dated the Isl of March 1938, dealing with your proaouricement lecoutly mide 
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I bolievo at tho ITaripura session of the Congress, \iherQ you are reported to have 
said : “1 have examined this so-called communal question through the telescope, and 
if there is nothing what can you see’ V This article in the New Times appeared on 
tho 1st of March 1938, making various suggestions (a copy enclosed for your 
convenience). Further you must have seen Mr. Aney’s interview where he warned 
the Congress mentioning some of the points which the Muslim League would 

demand. 

“Now this Is enough to show to you that various suggestions have been made, or 
are likely to be made or, are expected to be made, will have to be analysed and 
ultimately I consider it is the duty of every true nationalist, to whichever party or 
community ho may belong, to make it his business and examine the situation and 
biing about a pact between the Mussulmans and the Hindus and create a real united 
front ; and it should bo as much your anxiety and duty as it is mine, irrespective 
of the question of the party or community to which we belong. Hut it you desire 
that I should collect all those suggestions and submit to you as a petitioner for you 

and for your colleagues to consider. I am afraid I can’t do it nor can I do it for tho 

purpose of carrying on further correspondence with regaid to those various points 
with you. But "if you still insist upon that as you seem to do so when you sav in 
your letter, my mind demands clarity before It can function effectively or think m 
tt'ims of any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issues could not lead to 

satisfactory results. It does seem strange to me that In spite of my repeated requests, 
I am not "told what Issues have to bo distussed. This is hardly a conect desciiption 
or a fair representation but in that case, I would request you to ask tho Congress 
ofTicially to comraimi(jate with me to that effect and I shall place the matter before 
tho Council of iho All-India Muslim League as you yourself say that you are not the 
Congress Fresidont and thus have not tho same representative capacity but if I can 
1)0 of any help in this matter my services are at the disposal of the Congress, and 
I shall gladly meet you and discuss the-> matters with you. As to meeting you and 
discussing matters wuth you, I need hardly say that I shall bo pleased to do so. 
Youis sincerely (Sd) M. A. Jirinah”. 

Nehru on Muslim Demands 

Copy of Letter from Mr. Nchni to Mr. Jtnnah^ dated Calcutta April 61, 1938 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah— Your letter of the 17th March reached mo in the Kumaun 
riills where I had gone for a bind holiday. Fiora there I have come to Calcutta. 

1 pioposo to leturn to \ll.ilubal to-day and I shall probably be there for the 
greater part of April. If it is convenient for you to come there 'we could meet. Or 
if It suits you better to go to Lucknow, I shall tiy to go there. 

“I am glad that vou have indicat'd In your Jast letter a number of points which 
von have in mind. Tiie eiK l()Miie'> nou liave sent mention these and I take it that 
they represent your vii*\Vj»oint I was sorno\Nhat surprised to see this list as I had 
no idea that you wanted to discuss rnauy of these maiteis wuth us. Some of tiiese 
are wdiolly coveied by previous decisions of tho Congress, some otheis aie haidly 
cajjahle of discus.sion. 

“As far as I can make out fiom your letter and the enclosures you have sent, 
you wish to discuss tho following matters 

1. The fourteen points formulated bv tlie Muslim League In 1929. 

2 The Congims should withdiaw all op{»osttiori to the Communal Award and 

should not desciibo It as a negation of nationalism. 

3. The share of tho Muslims in the State services should be definitely fixed In 
tho Coustitution by statutoiy enactment. 

4. Muslim personal law "and cultuio should be guaranteed by statute. 

5 The Congress should take in hand the agitation In connection with the Sabld- 

ganj Mosque and should use Its moral pressure to enable the Muslims to gala posses- 

sion of llie Mosque. 

0. The Muslims’ right to call Azan and perfoim their religious ceiemonles should 
not be fettered in any way. 

7. Muslims should have freedom to poifoira cow-sliughtor. 

8 Muslim majorities in the provinces, where such majorities exist at present, 
must not be affected by any teriitoiial ro-distnbution or adjustments. 

9. The ‘Bande Matarara’ song should be given up. 

10 Muslims w'ant Urdu to be the national language of India and they desire to 
have statutoiy guarantees that the use of Urdu shall not be ourtalled or damaged. 
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11. Haslim representation In the local bodies should bo governed by llio principles 
underlying the Communal Award, that is, separate electorates and popu lation strength. 

12 . Tne Tricolour Flag should be changed or alternately, the flag of the Muslim 
League should be given epual importance. 

13. Recognition of the Muslim League as the one authoritative and representative 
organisation of Indian Muslims. 

14. Coalition Ministiies. 

“It is further stated that the formula evolved hy you and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
in 1935 does not satisfy the Muslims now and nothing on those lines will satisfy them. 

*It is added that the list given above is not a comploto list and it can he aug- 
mented by the addition of further ‘demands’. Not knowing those possible and un- 
limited additions I can say nothing about them. But I should like to deal with the 
various matters specifically mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude has 
been In regard to them. 

•But before considering thorn, the political and economic background of the free 
India we are working for has to ho kept in mind, for ultimately that is the control- 
!ng factor. Some of tho.se matters do not arise in considering an Indcpondont India 
or take a particular shajio oi have little importance. AVe can d'seuss thorn hi terms 
of Indian Independence or in terms of Biitish dominance of India contimilng. The 
Congress naturally thinks In terms of independence, though it adjusts Itsi If occa- 
sionally to the present transitional and temporary jihasos. It is thus not interested 
in amendments to the piesent. Constitution, but" aims at its complete removal and 
Its substitution bv a Constitution framed hy the Indian people through a CVinstituont 
Assembly. Another matter has assumed aii urgent and vital significance and this is 
the exceedingly critical international situation and tlu* possibility of wai . This must 
concern India greatly and aftect her struggle for freodi'm This must theiefore he 
considered the governing factor of the situation and almost evory»hir.g elseheiomes 
of secondary Importance, for a!! our efforts and petty arguments will bi* of liith' avail 
If the very foundation is upset. The Congress has clear Iv and iopeate(lI\ laid down 
Its policy In the event of such a crisis and stated that it will bo no pa'ty to Im- 
perialist war. Peace, theiefore, and Indian independence is its basic policy. The 
Congress will very gladly and willingly cc-operate with the Muslim I i-aguo and all 
other organisations and individuals in the furtherance of this policy. T liavo carefully 
looked through the various matters to wlucli you have drawn attrition iii your letter 
and its enclosures and I find that there is nothing in them which refers or touches 
the economic demand of the masses or affects the all-impoitant questions of [loveity 
and unemployment. For all of us in India those aio the vital issues and unless 
some solution Is found for them, wo function in vain. The qiw stion of State 
services, howsoever important and worthy of considoiation it might he, affects a 
very small number of people. The pea-santry, industrial woikors, artisans and petty 
shop-keepers form the vast majority of the population and they aic not impiovod 
In any way by any of the demands listed above. Their interests should lie paramount. 

“Many of the ‘demands’ involve changes of the Constitution wnub we. aie not 
In a position to bring about. Even if some such changes are desirable in f Inonselve.s, 
it is not our policy to press for minor constitutional changes. Wo ^v.lrlt to do away 
completely with the present Constitution and replace it by anotbor for a f»ee India. 

“In the same way, the desire for statutory guarantees involves constitutional 
changes which we cannot give effect to. All wo " can do is to state tbat in a future 
constitution for a free India we want certain guarantees to be ineoi porated. Wo 
have done this In regard to religious, cultural, linguistic and othor rights of mino- 
rities In the Karachi resolution on Fundamental Rights. We would like these 
Fundamental Rights to be made a part of the Constitution. 

•I now deal with the various matters listed above. 

1. Fourteen points, I had thought, were somewhat out of date. Many of their 
provisions have oeen given effect to by the Communal Award and in other ways : 
some others are entirely acceptable to the Congress ; yet others require constitutional 
changes which, as I have mentioned above, are beyond our present competence. Apart 
from the matters covered by the Communal Award and tnose involving change in 
the Constitution, one or two matters remain which give rise to differences of opinion 
which are still likely to lead to considerable agreement. 

2. The Congress has clearly stated its attitude towards the Communa! Award, and 
it comes to this that it seeks iterations only on the basis of mutual consent of the 
parties ooncerned. I do not understand how any one can take objection to this 
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attitude and policy. If we are asked to describe the Awaid as not being anti- 
national, that would be patently false. Even apart from what It gives to various 

G roups, its whole basis and structure are antinational and come in the way of the 
ovelopmont of national unity. As you know it gives an overwhelming ana wholly 
undeserving weightago to the European elements in certain parts of India. If we 
think in terms of independent India, we cannot possibly fit in this Award with It, It 
is true that under stiess of ciicumstances we have sometimes to accept as a tem- 
porary measure somthing that is on the face of it anti-national. It is also true that 
in the matters governed by the ('ommunal Awaid, we can oniy find a satisfactory 
and ah iding solution by the consent and goodwill of the parties concerned. This is 
the Congress party. 

3. The fi'cing of the Muslims’ share in the State services by statutory enact- 
ment noce'>s.irily involves the fixing of the shares of other groups and communities 
similarly. This would mean a rigid and compartmontal State structure which will 
impede progiess arifi developm«3nt. At the same time, It is generally admitted that 
State appointments should be fairly and adequately distributed so that no commu- 
nity should have cause to coraplam. It is far better to do this by convention and 
agieement. Tlie (Congress is fully alive to this issue and desires to meet the wishes 
of various gioups iii the fullest measure so as to give to all minority communities, 
as stated lii No. 11 of the fourteen points, ‘‘an adequate share In all the services of 
the State and in local self-govoi niug bodies having duo regard to the requirements 
and officioiicv.” The State to-day is becoming more and more technical and demands 
expert knovvlodgo in its vaiious departments. It is right that, if a community Is 
backward in this technical and export knowledge, special efforts should be made to 
give it this evlucation to bring it uf* to a higher level. I understand that at the Unity 
Conference held at Allahabad in 1933 or thereabout a mutually satisfactory solution 
on this question of State services was arrived at. 

4. As reganis jirotoction of culture, the Congress has decided Its willingness to 
embody this in the fundamental laws of the Constitution. It has also declared that 
It does not wish to interfere lu any way with tlie personal law of any community. 

5. I am cousidei ahlv sui [»nsed at the suggestions that the Congress should take 
in liand agitation in connection with Shahidganj Mosque. That is a matter to bo 
decided eitlioi U3gallv oi by mutual agreement. The Congress prefers In all such 
matters the \vav of mutual agioemcut, and its services can always be utilised for 
this pin pose wlituo there is a desire to this effect on the part of the jiartios con- 
coined. 1 am glad that the Piemier of the Punjab has suggested that this is the 
only satisfactoiy wa> to a solution of the pioblem. 

6. The right to perfoi m leligious ceiemonies should certainly be guaranteed to 
all communities. The Congt ess lesolution about this is quite ch*ar. 1 know nothing 
about the paiticuUr incident i elating to the Punjab village wdiich has been leferred 
to. No doubt many instances can be gathered together fioin vaiious parts of India 
where potty inteifoience take pla<*o with Hindu, Muslim or Sikh ceiemonies. These 
have to ho tactfully dealt \s'itli wherever they arise. But the principle is quite clear 
and should be agreed to, 

(7) As regal ds cow slaughter, tlioro has been a great deal of entirely false and 
unfounded propaganda agunst the Congress suggesting that tlio Congress was going 
to stop It foicihlv hy legislation. The Congress does not wdsh to undertake any legis- 
lative action in this matter to restrict the established rights of the Muslims. 

(8) The quistion of torritoiial distribution lias not arisen in any way. If and 
when it arises it must be dealt wdth on the basis of mutual agreement of the parties 
concerned. 

Bande Mataram song, the 'NVoiking Committee Issued a long 
last to which I would invite your attention. First of all, it 
that no formal national anthem has been adopted by the 
It IS true, how'cver, that '‘Bande Mataram' song has been 
with Indian nationalism for more than thirty years and 
numerous as.sociations of sentiment and sacrifice have gathered round it. Popular 
songs are not made to order, noi can they be successfully imposed. They grew out 
of public sentiment. Baring all these thirty or more years the '‘Bande Mataram' 
song was treated as a national song in praise of India. Nor to my knowled^ was 
any objection taken to it except on political grounds by the Government. When, 
however, some objections were raised, the Working Conimittoe carefully considered 
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the matter and ultimately decided to recommend that certain stanzas, which con- 
tained certain allegorical references, might not be used on national platforms or 
occasions The two stanzas that have been recommended by tho Working Committee 
for use as a national song have not a woid or a phrase which can offend anybody 
from any noint of view, and I am sui prised that anyone can object to them. They 
may appeal to some moie than to others. Some may prefer another national song : 
they have full fieedom to do so. But to compel laigo iiumbeis of people to give up 
what they have long valued and giown attached to is to cause needless hint to them 
and injure the natioual movement itself. It would be impioper for a national oiga- 
nisation to do this. 

(10) About Uidu and Hindi I have previously wiitton to you and havo also 
sent you my pamphlet on the question of languago. The Congress has deihaied in 
favour of guarantees for languages and culture. 1 want to oricouiage all tho gieat 
provincial languages of India at too same time, to makt* Hindustani, as wntten both 
in Nagri and Urdu soiipts, the national language Both senpts sliould he oflicially 
recognised and the choice should bo left to tho pefipic coucoinod. In fact, this 
policy is being pursued by the Congiess Almistnes. 

(11) The Congress has long been of opinion lliat joint elector aro pieferahle 
to separate electorates from tho point of view of national iiiiitv and hairnonious 
co-operation between the different comranuities. But joint eleiuoiates, in oidei to 
have loal value, mnst not be imposed on unwilling groups. Hence tlie Congn‘Ks is 
quite clear that their introduction should deptuid on then acceptance by tho people 
concerned. This is tho policy that is l*emg piusued bp the Congiess Minisliies m 
regard to local bodies. Kecently, in a Bdl dealing with loe.il bodies intiodin-i'd in 
the Bombay Assembly, separate electoiates w’eie maiut, lined but an ojdion was given 
to the people concerned to adopt a joint electorate, if thev so chose. This principle 
seems to he In exact accoidanco with No. 5 of the fouitiari points, whieli lavs down 
that ‘representation of communal groups shall continue to be h\ means of sepaiate 
electorate as at present, piovided that it sliall l»u oj'cn to any eommiinitv, at any 
time, to abandon Its separate eloctoiate in favoui of joint idectoiait' ’ It surprises 
me that tho Muslim League group m the Bombay Assembly should have oj.posi^d 
tho Bill with its optional clause although lliis cairitd out the veiy policy of the 
Muslim League. 

May I also point out that in the lesolution pa.‘-sed by the Muslim League in 1929, 
at the time it adopted tho fouiteen points, it was stat.-.l tl.a’ the ‘Mussalinans will 
not consent to joint electorates uiileHS Sind is actunHv (onsiitutcd into a s»*paiate 
pfovince and leforms in fact aie introduced in ihe N \V V Bn»\iiice and Baluthis- 
tau on the same footing as in othei l’iovin('‘S So l.n ns B.dm bisian is couceiued, 
the C’oiigress is committed to a lovolliug iqi of thi'. aica in the same way. 

(12) Tho National Tii-colour Flag was accepted ongmally in 1029 by tl-e Con- 

f :rt*S8 after full and caieful consultation w’lth irninuit MiLslims, ‘<ikhs ai d other 
eadeis. Obviously, a country and national iiiovomeiit must have a natn nal ilag 
representing the nation and all communities in it No communal Hag can lepie^eiit 
the nation. If we did not possess a nutioiial Hag now' wo would liavf' to evidvo one. 
The present national flag liad Its colouis ongmally sc'leotCMi in ordet to it'pi'>seut the 
various communities, but we did not like to lay stress on tins communal aspect of 
the colours. Artistically I think tho combination of oiange, white and gioeu lias 
lesulted in a flag which is probably tin* most beautiful of all national flags. For 
these many years our flag has been used and it has spiead to tho remotest village 
and brought hope and coinage and a sense of uli-ludia unity to our musses. It has 
been associated with great sacrifices on the nuit of our people, including Hindus, 
Muslims and ISikhs and, many have suffered lathi blows and impiisoument and oven 
death in defending it from insult or injury. Thus a powerful seutiment has grown 
up 10 Its favour. On innumerable occasions Maulaiia Mahomed All, Maulaua Bhaiikat 
Al’ and many leaders of tho Muslim League to-day have associated themselves with 
this flag and emphasised its virtues and significance as a symbol of Indian unity. 
It has spread outside the Ckmgress ranks and been geneially recognised as the flag 
of the nation. It is difficult to understand liow any one can reasonably object to it 
DOW. Communal flags cannot obviously take its place for tliat can only mean a host 
of flags of vaiious communities being used together and thus emphasising our 
disunity and separateness. Communal 11 igs m ght he used for religious functions, but 
they have no place at any national functions or over any public buildings meant for 
various commuuitics. May I add that duiiug tho past few months, on several 
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oocasionB, the national flag has beon Insulted by some memnors or volunteers of the 
Muslim Leapjue ? This has pained us greatly but we have dolihoiately avoided any- 
thinpj in the nature of conflict in Older not to add to communal bitterness. We have 
a so issued strict orders, and they have been obeyed that no Inter forence should take 
place with the Muslim League flag even though it might bo inappropriahdy displayed. 

fl3) I do not understand what is meant by our rt'eognition of the Muslim League 
as the one and the only organisation of Indian Muslims Ooviously the Muslim 
liOague is an important conimunal organisation and wo deal with it as siicb. But we 
have to deal with all organisations and individuals that come within our ken. We 
do not determine the measure of Importance or distinction they possess There are 
a large number, about a hundred thousand, of Mu.slims on the Congress rolls, manv of 
whom have boon our closo companion.s, in prisons and outside for manv years and wo 
value their cotnradeship highly. There are manv organisations which contain Muslims 
and non-Muslims alike such as the Trade Unions, Peasant Unions, Kisan Rahhas, 
Debt Committees, Zamindar Associations, ( hamheis of Commerce, Employers’ 
Association etc. and we have contacts with them. There are special Muslim organisa- 
tions such as the Jamiat-Ul-Ulema, the Proja Party, the Aliiar ami others which 
claim attention. Inevitably the more important the organisation the more tho attention 
paid to it, but this importance does not come from outside recognition, but from 
inherent strength. And the other organ Lsations, even though they might be younger 
and smaller, cannot bo ignored. 

04) I should like to know what is meant hy coalition. A Mmistrv must have a 
definite political and economic programme and policy Vny other kind of Ministry 
would bo a disjointed and in^fTcctivo bodv, with no eh'ar mind or direction. Given 
a common political and economic programme and policy, co-operation is easy. You 
know prohahly that some such co-operation was sought for and obtained" by tho 
Cong] ess In the Frontier Province. In Bombay also repeated atrempt.s woro made on 
behalf of the Congre.ss to olitain this co-operation on tho basis of a common pro- 
gramme. Tho ('longress lias gone to tho Assemblies with a dehnite programme and 
in fuitliorancp of a clear policy. It will always gladly co-operate with other groups 
whether it is in a majority or a minority in an Assembly, in furtherance of that 
programme and policy. On that^ basis I can conceive fif even coalition Ministries 
biung formed Without that basis the Congress has no interest in a Ministry or 
in an Assembly, 

“I have dealt, I am afraid at exceeding length, with various points raised in your 
letter and its enclosures. I ara glad that I have had a glimpse into your mind 
thiongh this coircspondenoe as this enables mo to understand a little bettor tho 
pioblcms that aie hefoio >ou and perhaps others I agiee entirely that it is the duty 
of every Indian to biing about harmonious joint effort of all of us for the aebieve- 
ment.s of India’s freedom and the ending of the jioverty of her people. For me, 
and I take it for most of us, the Congress has been a means to that end and not an 
end in itself. It lias been a liigh privilege for us to work through tho Congress 
because it has drawn to itself tho love of millions of our countrymen and through 
their sacrifices and united effort, taken us a long way to our goal. But much remains 
to bo done and we have all to pull together to that end. 

“Personally, the idea of pacts and the like does not appeal to me,' though perhaps 
they might bo necessary occasionally. What seems to me far more important is a 
more basic understanding of each other, bringing with it the desre and ability to 
co-operate togotlier. That larger co-operation, If it is to include our millions, must 
neccssaiilv be in tho interests of these millions. My mind, therefore, is continually 
occupied with the problems of these unhappy masses of this country and I view all 
othor problems in this light. I should like to view the communal problem also in 
this perspective, for otherwise It has no great significance for me. 

“You seem to imagine that I wanted you to put forwardVsuggestiors as^a petitioner, 
and then you propose that the Congress should ofTicially communicate with you. 
Surely you have misunderstood mo and done yourself and mo an injustice. There is 
no question of petitioning cither by you or hy me, but a desire to understand each 
other and the problem that wc have been discussing. I do not understand the signi- 
ficauco of your wanting an official intimation from the Congress. I did not ask you 
for an official reply on behalf of tho Muslim League. Organisations do not function 
in this way. It is not a question of piestige for the Congress or for any of os, for 
we are keener on reaching tho goal wc have set before ns than on small matters of 
piestige. The Congress is a gioat enough organisation to ignore suoU potty matters, 
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and if home of us have p.iined a moasuio of Inlluouce and popularity, wo have done 
so in the shadow of the Con^rioss. 

“You will rernombor that 1 took tho initiative in wiiting to you and requesting 
you to enlighten mo as to what your objections wore to tho Congress policy and 
what, according to you, were ‘the points in dispute. I had read many of your 
speeches, as leported in the l^ross, and I found to my rogrot that they were full of 

strong attacks on the Congress which, accoiding to my way of thinking, wore not 

justified. I wanted to remove any misunderstandings, wdicre such existed, and to clear 
tho air. 

“I have found, chiefly in tho Uidu Press, tho most astounding falsehoods about 
the Congiess. I refer to* facts, not to opinion, and facts within my knowledge. Two 
days ago, heie in Calcutta, 1 saw a circular letter or notice issued by tho Kectetary 
of a Muslim League. This contained a list of the so-called misdeeds of tho U. P. 
Government. I road tins with amazement for there was not an lota of truth in 
most of tho chaiges. I sujipose they weio garnered from tho TTidu Picss. Through 
the Ih-ess and platfoim such chaigos have beim repeated on numerous occasions and 
communal passions have thus been roused and bitteiness cieatod. This has 

grieved mo and I have sought bv wiitiug to vou and to Nawali Tsrnail Khan to find 
a w’ay of checking this deplorable dotonoration of our pubLc life, as well 

as a surer basis for co-o]»eratiou. That problem still faces us and I hui»o wo shall 
solve it. 

“I have mentioned eailier in this hdter the critical international situation and tlio 
tenible sense of impending castastiojdio that hangs over tho woild. My mind is 
obsessed with this and I want India to realise it and be ready for all consequences, 
good or ill, that may follow fiom it. In this peiiod of woild crisis all of us, to 
v^hatcver paity or group wo miglit belong and wliatevoi cur differences might ho, 
have tlie piimaiy duty of holding together to protect our p(*of>le from the fierils that 
might encompass them. Our difTereuces and arguments seem trivial w’hon tlie futuio 
of tho w’oild and India hangs in the balance, it is in tho liope that all of us will 
succeed in building up tins largei unity in our countiy that I have wiitton to you 
aud others repeatedly and at length. 

“Theieis one small matter 1 should like to mention. Tho report of ray speech at 
Haripura, as given in your letter and the newspaper articles, is not correct. 

“We liave been coi responding for sorao time and many vague rumours are afloat 
as to wliat we have been saying to each other. Anxious enquiries come to mo and 
I have no doubt that similar enquiiios are addressed to you also. I tfiink that we 
might take tlie jiuh'ic into our confideuco now, for this is a public matter on which 
many aie interested. I suggest, therefore, that our coTrefipondonco might bo released 
to the Press. 1 picsumo you will have no objection. Youis sincerely, (Sd.) Jawaharlal 
Nehru.” 


Mr. Jinnah's Reply 

Copy of letter from Mr, Jinnak to Mr, Nehru dated Boynhay, ISlh April 10S8 : — 

“Dear Pandit Jawaliarlal, — I am in receipt of your letter of tho tith April, 19'18. 
I am extieraely obliged to you for infoiming mo that you piopo&o to return to 
Allahabad and shall piobably be there fur a gieater part of Apiil and suggesting that 
if It would bo convenient for me to come thoie, we could meet, or if it suits mo hettQT 
to go to Lucknow^, you will tiyto go there. I am afraid that It Is not possible for 
me owing to my other engagements, but I shall bo in Pombay about tho end of April 
and if it is convenient to you I shall bo very glad to meet you. 

“As to tho rest of your letter, it has been to me a most painful reading. It seems 
to me that you cannot oven accurately inteipret ray letter as you very honestly say 
Uiat your mind is obsessed with tho international situation and the sense of Impend- 
ing catastrophe that hangs over tho woild, so you are lliinking iu terms entiioly 
d’vorced from realities which face us in India. I can only expiess my regiet at 
your turning and twisting of what I wroto to you and putting entirely a wrong 
completion upon the position I have placed bofoie you at your request. You have 
formulated certain points in your letter which you father upon me to begin with 
as my proposals. 1 sent you extracts fiom the press winch liad recently appeared 
simply because you repv'atedly asserted and appealed to mo that you would bo grate- 
ful if I would lofor you to any recent statements made in tho press oi platform 
which would help you in understanding matteis. Those aie some of tho matters 
which are undoubtedly agitating Muslim India, but the question how to meet them 
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and to what extent and by what moans and methods is the business, as I have said 
before, of every true nationalist to solve. Whether constitutional changes are 
necessary, whotht‘r wo should do it by agreement or convention and so forth, are 
matters, I thought, for discussion, but I am extremely sorry to find that you have 
in your letter already pronounced your judgment and given your decision on a good 
many of them with a preamble which negatives any suggestion of discussion which 
may lead to a settlement as you stait by saying, ‘I was so much surprised to see 
this list as 1 have no idea that you wanted to discuss many of those matters with 
us ; some of these are wholly covered by previous decisions of the Congress, some 
others arc hardly capable of discussion and then you proceed to your conclusions 
having formulated the points according to your own motions. Your tone and language 
again display the same arrogance and militant spirit, as if the Congress is the 
sovereign power, and as an indication, you extend your patronage by saying that 
‘obviously the Muslim League is an Important communal organisation and 
wo deal wuth it as such as we have to deal with all organisations and individuals 
that come within our ken. We do not determine the measure of Impoitance and 
distinction thev possess and then you mention various other organisations. Hero I 
add that in my opinion, unless the Congiess recognises the Muslim League on a foot- 
ing of complete equality and is prepaiet as such to neg(,tiate for a Hindu-Muslim 
settlement, we shall have to wait and depend upon our mheiont strength which will 
‘deteimlne the measure of impoitance and distinction it possesses’. Having regard to 
your mentality, it is really difficult for me to make you understand the position any 
fiiitlier. Of com so, as I have said before, I do not propose to discuss the various 
mattois refen ed to by jou by means of and through correspondence, as, in my 
opinion, that is not the way to tackle this matter. 

“With regard to your reference to ccitain falsehoods that havo anpoared about 
the Congress in Urdu Press, which you say, havo astounded yon, and with rogaid 
to the clicular letter referred to about the misdeeds of the U. F Government, 1 can 
expiess no opinion without investigation, but I can give you any numbor of false- 
hood.s that have appeaiiHl in the Congiess Piess and in statements of Congressmen 
with legat’d to the All-Indiu Muslim League, somiiof the leadeis and those who are 
connected with it. Similaily, 1 can give instances ♦which aio deliberately appearing In 
the Congress Press and* speeches of Congressmen which ate daily deliberately 
misrepiescMiting and villifying the Muslim composition of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab and 
Assam Govoinments vvitii a view to break those Governments, but that is not 
the subject mattor of our coriespondenco aud besides no useful purpose will be 
seived in doing so. 

“With regard to your request that our correspondence should be released to the 
jiress, 1 have no objection piovlded that the coirespondence between me and Mr. 
Gandhi Is also published simultaneously, as we both have referred to him and his 
coirespondence with rao in ours. Y'ou will please, theiefore, obtain the premission 
of Mahatma Gandhi to that effect oi, if >ou wish, I will write to him informing 
him that you desiic to lelease the coiiespoiidence between us to the Press, aud I am 
w'llling to agree to it provided ho agrees that the correspondence between him and 
myself Is also released. Yours sincerely, (SJ.) M. A. Jinnah.”* 

Pandit Nehru's Reply 

Copy of letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jtnnah dated Allahabad^ April 10^ 

ms 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, your letter of April 12th has just reached me. 

“I am exceedingly sorry that anj thing tliat I have written to you should have 
caused you pain. It seems to bo true that we approach public pioblems from 
different standpoints aud Inevitably I try to place my viewpoint before you and seek 
to gain your appreciation of it. To say anything' that might pain you would defeat 
my own purpose, even apait from its Impropriety. At the same time I owe it to 
you and to myself to endeavour to place frankly before you how my mind works 
and what my views are on the subjtict-matter under discussion. Our viewpoints 
might differ,’ but I do believe that the margin of difference can be lessened by a 
frank approach on either side. I have sought to make this approach iu all sincerity 
and with every desire on ray part not to say anything that might come in the way. 

“In my last letter I dealt with the various points mentioned In the extracts you 
have sent me, as I presumed that, as you haa drawn my attention to them, they 
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might to a laige extent represent what you ha«I In mind. As you know I have boon 
trying to got at these points of ditferenoo and when 1 saw something concrete, I 
wanted to give my reason to it. I tiled to state what the Congioss opinion has 
been In regard to them. There is no finality In day-to-day policies. It is for the 
Congress if It so chooses, to vaiy any policy. All I can do is to state what the 
past and present policy Is. 

“I regret that you think that I write in an arrogant and militant spirit and as 
if 1 considered the Congiess as the sovereign power. The fact is it Is circumscribed 
In a bundled ways and further it may have to go through the wildoinoss many a 
time again before It achieves its objective. You have referred to my obsession with 
the International situation and the sense of impending catastrophe tliat possess me. 
If I feel that way as I do, I can hardly grow complacent or imagine that the 
Congress is sovereign. But when I discuss Congress policies as a Congressman, I 
can only repeat what these are and not bring In my own particular view on the 
subject, if tliese happen to be at variance with Congress resolution. 

‘“You point out that the Congress Press has contained immeioiis falsehoods in 
regard to the Muslim League ai.d some of Us loadois, as well as the Provincial 
Governments of Bengal, Punjab, Smd and Assam. I entirely agree with you that 
falseiioods, misrepresentations and insinuations are to be depri-eated and countered 
wherever they might occur in the Urdu, Hindi or English pi ess, or wiiatever the 
political comploxion of the newspafior. Thcro is no sucli thing as the Congiess Pi ess 
over 5^hich the Congress has coiitiul, but it is true tliat many newspipeis goneially 
support the Congress. But wliether we can lufUienoe them or not, we ceitainly want 
to stop all such false and misleading statements and to express oui disapproval of 
them. In this matter, I can only beg of you to point out specilic instances so that 
we might take necessary action. 

“I note what you say about the publication of our corrospondonco with Mahatma 
Gandhi. I am therefore wiiting to him to seek his permlssim as suggested by you. 

I am afraid, it will hardly be possible for me to visit Bombay in A|)n! or May. 
Eaily in June I Intend sailing for Europe. In case 1 go to Bombay eaiher I shall 
inform you so that we might have the opportunity of meeting. 1 uridei stand that 
you will be meeting Mahatma Gandhi m the near future. Yoius sincerely, 
(Sd). Jawahailal Nehru.” 



The All India Muslim League 

Special session— *Ca1cutt a — 17th and 18th April 1938, 

IThe Welcome address 

Tho spocial sossion of tho AlII India Mnslim L vii'iio coramoncod in Calcutta on tho 
17lh. April 1938 iindor tho |)r(5sl'l0n(}v of Mt. Mahomed Ali Jinnah in the open 
flood-lit ampliithoati 0 of tlio Mahomed All Taik, accommod.itin*; over 15, OCX). 
Thoio wore soveial women on tho dais, and over 2,000 delegates from 
diITtjront parts of India, British Baluchistan and Burma attended the session. 
Throe Provincial Pioraiers, the hon Sn rfikandar Hyat Kh in (Punjah), the 
hon. Sir Maharaed S.ialnllah ( \ssara) and the lion Mr. A. K. F.izlnl* fluq (Bengal), 
were given an ovation when they took then seats side by side on the dais. Other 
prominent poisons attending tho sess'on incliilel Bogiim Siiah Nawaz, Manlana 
Sliankat Ali, the Raja of Piipni, th ) Rija of Mindit, Sir Sultan Ahmed, tho hon 
hir K. Nazimuddin, the hon Mr. Abdul Matin Chowdhury and Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, 
Leadei of the Clpposition in tho Frontier Assemtdv. 

Tho following is tho full text of Mr. Fazlul Huq's welcome speech : — 

“Brethren in Islam, I have great ploasmo in exteniing to you on behalf of tho 
recoption committee, a most cordial welcome. NVe offer you all our most grateful 
thanks for having taken the trouble to come over to our province to paiticipato la 
the momentous delibeiations of this special sesssiou of tho Muslim League. 

Perhaps in tho whole history of tlu Muslim Leaguo nove'* beiore have such 
weighty issues awaited the deliberations of the representatives of tho Mu.slim pooplo 
as will come up befoio tlie present one. (lontlomon, we aro passing through times 
which are extremely cntical for tho Muslims of India. Ou one side wo find tlio 
Oongiess with all its might, orgnnisition an i losouroos, determined to crush and sub- 
due tho Muslims and on the other side wo find the Ilnuiu Mahasibha with all its 
communal bigotiy, characteristic mtolora ice, narrow |>olitical outlook, and unholy In- 
tfuitions, devoting its energies to the frustiation of Muslim hopes and tho suppression 
of tho legitimate rights an i liberties of th>^ Muslim community. The Hindu Maha- 
sabha has uevor made any seciet of its intentions. Ou the contrary, its leaders have 
repeatedly proved by speech and action how deep-rooted in them is their antagonism 
to Muslim aspirations. 

Tho time has como for us to review what steps tho Muslims have taken so far to 
counteract those sinister forces which aim at the complete enslavement of tho Mus- 
lim people of India. We must ask out solves whether \vo are as yet sufficiently or- 
ganised, united and prepared or whether we are still divide 1 amongst ourselves and 
therefore unprepared. If we could lay our hands on our hearts and say that we, as 
a community, are organised and united and that our ranks are sufficiently consoli- 
dated to enable us to resist the onslaughts anJ defeat the dangerous .machinations 
of our highly orgauisoi political antagonists, then well might' we have rested content. 
But gontlomoo, are we convince I of the strength and solidarity of our defences ? If 
not, is it not oar suprorao duty to marsh dl all our scattered forces and assemble 
them under the banner of our one and only representative organisation — tho All- 
India Muslim League ? Is it not our duty also to prove to tho world that the Mus- 
lims of India have not yet forgotten tho command of their Holy Book which sayeth : 
“Hold fast by the convenant of Allah all together and do not create dissensions 
amongst yourselves”. 

Gentlemon, in tho whole of Eastern India Bengal Is rightly regarded as the strong- 
hold of Islam. The population figures perfectly justify Bengal's claim to this position 
Let me present before you some facts aud figures to sfiow tho numerical strength of 
the Muslims of Bengal as compare 1 with other countries and provinces of Iniia. In 
the whole of British India th » total Muslim population is 67,053,010 of whom 27 
and half millions have their habitation in Bengal alone. The Muslim populition m 
BengM is nearly half of the oiitiro population of Great Britain, and als^i of France ; 
it is seven times as much as that of Turkey ; three times ^ as much as that of Iran j 
four time that of Arabia, and three times that of Afghanistan and Egypt taken to- 
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f 'ether. Muslims in Bengal alone number four millions more than the total popu- 
ation of the Punjab, eight times more than the total Muslim po}>ulation of Madras, 
and four times more than that'of the United Piovinces of Agra and Oudh One woula 
have thought that in a land, within tho confines of which one single community had 
such numerical superiority, that community would hold absolute sway and its culture 
and traditions would prevail. But it is a thousand pities that duo to certain cir- 
cumstances regarding which the world at large has little knowlelgo, tho actual condi- 
tions are entirely diffoiout. (Tcntlemon, time and occasion do not peimit me to go In 
detail into an analysis of the casos which have reduced the Muslims of Bengal to 
the present deplorable state, — causes which stand as impediments in tho way of their 
prosperity and progress, but with your permission 1 shall biicfly mention a few 
of them. 

First of all, let mo tell von of that chapter of tho political history of Bengal 
which commenced with tho hattlo of Plassey. Tmmodiately afti r their success at 
Plassey, in 1757, the East India Company not only set tliemselves to advance their 
commercial interests but they also had lecourse to eveiy ])ossihli* meins calculated 
to bring this countiy under their political sway. Of Iho vanous policies which 
they adopted in order to gun this and the fust and fotemn<-t wms tho suppression 
of the Muslims in eveiy wav to them and to th(‘ utmost limit of then powt'r Tho 
heartless methods wdiich tlio East India Company adopted and the lU'uel treatment 
w’hich they meted out to tlie Muslims in puisuauce of this det‘p laid policy, have 
no parallel in tho w^hole histoiy of the civ.lisod woild Steadily but pet sistently 
and with grim resolve, the East India Oimpanv pursued that policy, tlie sole aim of 
which was to reduce the Muslims to gieatei and gteafci depths of iioveity, illiteracy 
and emasculation. ITp to tho beginning of the IDtli ctuituiv this pohey continued to 
operate with unceasing rigour and was fiuirful of diro consequeiu I's to the Islamic 
people. Soon tho national existence of the Muslims as a distinct laei* w'as almost 
at an end, and the object with which that polic\ had been initiated was ail hut 
fulfilled. But, gentlemen, tho enp of Muslim suffering hai still iii it some diegs 
which they had yet to drain Fresh w^oapons wore foigod to impovtu isli, emasculate 
and even annihilate their national existence. In 1819 a new Regulation w’as enforced 
which is kno«rn as tlie Resumption Regulations Tins legulat on empow’oiod the 
East India Company to resume all iakhiiaj lauds, wdiich the Moghal Kmpoiors had 
bestow'ed or settled" uuon their subjects. It must bo lernemheied in this conne.\ion 
that the Company ha<t, in the vt‘ar 1705, seiuiiod from Empeioi Shah Alain tho 
right to the Uiwani of Bengal, Bihar and Onssa, and tlierefoie, they w'ere perfectly 
entitled to fix, in their ow’n right, the rents of big ziunimlanos and small holdings 
alike. But theii object was not to systematise the land tenures iii Bt»ngal but to 
deprive the Muslims of thoir supiem.icy in the countiv by depiiving them of tliolr 
landed possessions At the time wdien the Resumption Regulation^) weie enforced, 
ninety-five per cent of the zeraindais of Bengal wore Muslims, but within <on years 
after the completion of proceedings under th-iso Regiil.pions the position 'v'as com- 
pletely roveised and the number of Muslim /.erninlais fell fio,n rMiots-frc to five 
per cent only. I cannot do better than quote In this conn''cti(»ii th*' remar’*s of 
8ir William ITunter in his wellknown book calh'd “The Indian Mu^^.ilrnans” where 
he describes tho death-blow' which tho Mu'>lim community reeeiveii wih regard to 
its position as a political entity in consequence of the ruthless maiinei in which tho 
Resumption Regulations wore earned out. Sir William lluntoi says : “A largo pait 
of this sum was derived from lands rent fioo by Mussalraans or by Mahomodan 
foundations. The panic and hatred wdiich ensued have stamped themselves for over 
on the rural recoius. Hundreds of ancient families wore mined and the educational 
system of tho Mussulmans, which was almost entiiely maintained by rent-froo 
grants, received its death-blow. Tho scholastic classes of tho Maliomedana emerged 
II om the eighteen years’ of harrying, absolutely ruined. Any impartial student will 
arrive at the conviction, that while tho Resumption Laws only enforced rights which 
we had again and again most emphatically reserved, yet tho Resumption 
Proceedings were harsh in the extreme, and opposed to the genoial sense oi tho 
Indian people. Prescription cannot create rights in tho face of express enactments 
hut seventy-five years of unbroken possession give rise to strong claims on 
the tenderness of a Government. Our Resumjition officers knew no pity. They 
calmly enforced tho law. The panic of those days is still remembered, 
and it has left to us a bitter legacy of hatred. Since then the profession of a Man 
of Learning, a dignified and lucrative calling under Native Rulers, has ceased to 
exist in Bengal. 
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The MahomeJan foundations suffered most-; for with regard to their title deeds, 
as with regard to all others matters, the former conquerors of India had displayed 
a haughty indifL>i?nco unknown to the provident and astute Hindu. We demanded 
an amount of proof ia support of rent-free tenures, which in the then uncertain 
state of leal pioperty law, thi'y could not have produced in support of their 
aoknowloJged piivate estates. Dating sevonty-fivo years we had submitted under 
protest to a gigantic system of fraud and the accumulated penalty fell upon a 
single gouuration. Meanwhile the climate and the white-ants had been making havoc 
of ihe grants and titlcdei'ds which might have supported their claims. There can be 
little doubt that our Resumptions fell short of what had boon stolen from us but 
theie can bo no doubt whatever, that from those Resumptions the decay of the 
MahomeJan system of education dates. The officer now in charge of the Wahabi 
piosecutions cites them as the second cause of the decline of the Mussalman 
community iu Bengal”. 

Shortly after this yet another tonihlo blow was aimed at the life of the Muslim 
as community, — a blow which laid the community ahsolntoly prostrate and helpless. 
In 18.15, the Com t langiiag“ was suddenly changed fiom Persian to English, in 
tlagiant violation of the Ea'.t India Company’s tieaty with Emperor Shah Alam. 
This change deprived Muslims of their langiiago of culture and sustenance, and at 
one hlow the (eitiie Muslim people %\as relegated to the position of backwardness. 
Muslims of tliose days, as the East India Company know very well, wore disinclined 
towaids Englihli education not only because of their disgust at the cruel and 
barbaious tieatraont to which the English had subiccted them but also because iu 
tlic whole country there was not a single educational institution whore they could 
acquire such I'ducation in an atmosphere of thoir own culture anl civilisation. Such 
schools nr college's a.s then existed for the irapaitmg of English education had been 
established by Christian missionaries and the teachers wuie either Christians or 
Hindus. In tins connection the wc’l-known hustonau Sir William Hunter has 
depicted the feelings of the Muslims of those days in the.se significant words : ‘‘The 
language of our (Toveiiiment .schools in Lower l^engal is Hindu, and the masters are 
Hindus. The liigher sort of Mussalmans spumed the instructions of idolators 
through the medium of the language of idolatiy”. 

(ientlomon, in\ nai ration of this tale of sorrow has not yet reached its conclusion. 
Dining the mi<ldle of the 19th century still fuither blows weio struck at the Indian 
Muslims which completed their downfall. The 8epoy Mutiny of 1857 which kindled 
the liie of levenge in the hemts of the British against Indians m general and the 
Muslims in paiticulai had its repeicussions in Bengal also. Into that woeful chapter 
that followed the Mutiny I shall not enter heie. Suffice it to say that things camo 
to such a pass towaids the end of the I9ih centuiy that tlio heaits of even a few 
justice-loving Biitons were moved. Soiui* of them w'ho w^eie eminent writois and 
lii^toiians, felt impelled to draw the attent on of the outside woild to the plight to 
winch the Musiinis had been i educed. But by then the victim was at his last gasp 
and the veiv people wdio had made Imiia .so gieut and so gloiious had been forcibly 
reduced to the po.sition of helot's in their own laud. 

So much for the historical piust. Coming to more recent times, w’o find that even 
aftei tlie llntish policy in India hul uudeigone a leorient.ituni tlieie w*as considerable 
unwiUmgue.sb to comie'de the Muslims their rights iu full, mucli less to make atone- 
ment for the past, (lioat injustice W'as done in tlie matter of allocating seats to 
Muslims iu the Councils under the Montagu-Chelmsfoid Constitution. The subse- 
quent Communal Award has to some extent made up foi that injustice, but we are 
still the victims of a giavo wuong because although the Muslim population in Bengal 
is about fifty six per cent of the whole, yet mit more than forty-eight per cent of the 
seats in the* Legisiativo Assemhly have boeu allotted to our commuuity. The result 
has been that the Muslims cannot run the admmistrutiou of a piovmce m which 
they are iu au unquestioned majoiity without entering into coalition with or depending 
on the supjioit of other paities. In otliei piovinces, iKuvever, whcio Congress has 
secured majorities it can and has foimed Mmibtiies of its own W'lthout caring to take 
into account the woshes or the fi clings of the Muslim minorities. Therefore, gentlemen, 
our first problem is to find some means of getting redress for the WTong done to us 
by the Communal Awaid, w^bicli has lediicod Muslim majorities to mmonties. Our 
second problem is to devise ways and means to bring their folly and their guilt home 
in Muslims who have been deceived by the high sounding but insincere promises of 
the Congress or who have betrayed the Muslim cause by deserting the commuuity and 
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joiniDR hands with its avowed opponents in order to serve their own selfish ends. 
Through the conduct of some of oiir own men are Muslim ranks being thus disintegr- 
ated. If it had been a question of figliting the Congress and tlio Mahasabha only, then 
surely all their designs and ail their tactics would have been of little avail against 
the united front of Islam, and this humbler servant of yours would have smashed 
through the net woik of Congtess and Mahasabha viles as easily as one sweeps 
away fragile gossamer. But the conduct of these dupes of the Congress and these 
botiayers well-nigh dishearten mo, and I sometimes ask mvself if a community which 
call stilli produce so many foolish or treacherous men is worth striving for, jiraying for 
and weeping for. Yet, gentlemen, wo must not, we cannot and wo will not yield to 
despair. It Is of the very essence of the spiiit of Islam to persevere the more there 
are dangers, difficulties and impediments in the way. It is our incumbent duty to 
bear constantly in mind that in India we hold the integrity and safety of Islam as a 
sacred trust. We are born unto these traditions inherited from genoiation 
to generation, and the sacred duty to piotect Islam and uphold its tiaditions dc'volves 
upon us a heritage from our forbeais. Shall wo he found wanting in the fulfilment 
or the duties of this glorious trusteeship V Shall we allow our cherished national, 
cultural and social traditions to be thus resolutely and iiithlessly assailed and yet do 
nothing to prepare oui solves and mai shall all om resouroo'^ to resist the onslaught 
and maintain and preserve our national lights and our cultural heiitage V 

Speaking particularly of Bengal, lot me new ask a few questions of those mis- 
guided Muslims who are trying to build a Irmse ajiari from tin* united house of Islam 
and who have, through their action, jeopaidised the solidaiitv of Mussalmans. 

Where is the difference between the published programme of the seceders in 
Bengal and the programme which the Coalition Baity has placed before it and woik- 
ing out with all earnestness and promptitude ? Whal justification, then, had these 
seceders to break away from the Coalition Paity of Bengal ? Do they not see that 
the Congress, in its own majority provinces, has mt admitted any other party into 
Coalition with it, and that in any case coalition with it can be only on such terms as 
amount to the virtual effaoement of the Muslims as a separate political entity V Even 
our Coalition Party, in spite of its numoncal strength, has been foiced to enter into 
alliance with certain other groups. The Knshak- Proja Party and the Independent 
Proja Party together number not more than 30 in the Bengal Assembly ami the 
Bengal Council. How, then, can they hope to foim a Mmistiy in Bengal without the 
aid of such parties as the Congress V And if they attach themselves to the Congiess. 
liow can they for a moment hope to achieve anything that will confer any real bene- 
fit upon the Muslims and the masses of Bengal ? 

Geutlemen, I have already taken much of your time, but before I resume ray 
seat I wish to make here and now a revelation to you and to the world at large. 
The Congress has during recent months again and again made oveituros to me offoi- 
ing mo the Premiership in a Congress Coalition Cabinet in Bengal. If I had respon- 
ded to those overtures I would have still been the Premier and continued to be 
perhaps for an indefinitely long period. But such a Premioiship would have been 
no better and no more real than the Kingship of Hhah Alam or the Nizamat of Mir 
Jafar. Had I thus signed with my own hands tho death warrant of Islam, with what 
face would I have stood before my Maker and 11 is Piophot on tho day of final reck- 
oning ? But let it not be supposed that I am against an honouiable agi cement with 
the Congress. I declare that consistent with the Islamic principles of peace and 
toleration 1 am prepared to agiee to w'oik with tho Congress on the following terms. 
First, the Congress should como to aa honouiable mutual understanding with the 
Muslim League, and reshuffle its Ministries in the various provinces in Coalition with 
the League parties in the lospective legislatures. 8ooond, the Congiess should como 
to an honourable agieemont with the League in matter of appointments to public 
services and in matters pertaining to the social and cultuial life of tho Muslim people. 
Third, the Congress should mediate lu the Bhahidganj question between Muslims 
and Sikhs and bring about a settlement which will bo acceptable to both the com- 
munities and which will ensure peace and tho cessation of the present unrest. 

But gentlemen it is useless in the light of past experionco for Muslims to expect 
from the Congress any thing like fair and equitable tieatraont. I shall give you one 
typical example of the callousness of Congicssmcn towards Muslim sentiments. The 
other day when Nawabzada Leaquat AM Khan was reciting in the U. P. Assembly 
tho tales of oppression on the Muslims in different places and was even giving 
concrete instances in support of his allegation, what were the Congressmen in the 
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House doiuR ? They were laughing and ridiculing him. Hero wore indeed not one 
but many Neros ail fiddling to express their unholy glee at the burning of Rorao. 
If a hundredth part of such oppressions had been visited on the Hindus then indued 
would the Ganges have been afire from ond to end. But, the sufferings of Muslims 
are to Congress matters for mockery and laughter. 

Let us contrast the plight of the Muslims in the Congress piovinoes with tlie 
conditions of Hindus living in non-Congiess provinces. In this province, for instance, 
ihero has neither boon communal rioting nor can any one cite a single instance of 
oppression on the minority community. In Congress piovirices not had laid 
tho countiysido waste. Muslim life, limb and property have been lost and blood has 
freely flowed, but here in Bengal not one head has boon broken nor one drop of 
blood has boon shed. There tho Muslims are leading their lives in constant tenor, 
ovorawed and oppressed but heio the Umdiis aio leading peifoctly happy peaceful 
lives — a circumstance that delights and gratifies us. There mosques are being defiled 
and the oulpiits never found nor is tho Muslim vvoi shipper unmolested, but hero 
worship proceeds unhampered in Hindu temples and none daie defile them, because 
wo resolutely set tho law in motion against any evil-doer who would defile or 
desecrate any community’s places of woiship, Theio you will hnd many instances 
wh( 3 ro Muslim officers have been unjustly treated oi deprived of tlieir legitimate 
rights, hero I defy any one to cite a single instance where a Hindu officer has been 
unfail ly tioatod by us I assure you tliat our treatment of the minorities in our 
charge is such that the Congress Ministers may well take a leaf out of our book and 
omalato our example. 

The Congress louHy proclaims itself to be the friend of tho tenantry. And yet, 
what has tho Congress Ministiy done m Bihar for the Kisaus as compaiod with what 
wo have done for the Projas in Bengal ? Let me give you a few salient points of 
contiast. In Bihar “salami” has boon lotained at eight per cent v;lnlo in this uon- 
Congress province of Bengal it has been abolished altogether. Jn Bihar the right of 
zemindars to realise rent thiough certificates still obtains, but heio it has been done 
away with. Hero in Bengal we have also stopped enhancement of rent for a peiiod 
of ten yeais but in Bihar no such relief has boon given to tho poor tenants. That 
is the pioturo in Bihar and this is tho picture in Bengal. And yet Congressmen call 
themselves bettor fiionds of the masses than wo of the Bengal Coalition and 
the Muslim League. 

Gentlemen, I wish I could conclude, for alicady I have taxed your patience 
enough. Hut before I sit down, I must fiaukly and freely express my convietion 
that we the Muslims of India must stand on our own legs and fight our battles alone. 
Lot us once and foi all abandon all hope of protection thiough the •socalled safe- 
guards in tho Constitution. Wo must shape our own destiny unaided by any outside 

authoiity and in spite of our political opponents. Biitish authority in India has 

indeed ceased to function and the sceptre is slipping fast fiom British hands. Tine 
that tho Biit^sh still hold sw'ay in Delhi and Simla but that sw^ay incioasingly lacks 
leality and is becoming more and moio like that of the successois of Auiangazeb. 

After all, tlie Biitish came to India as tiaders and as traders they aio now' anxious 

to lemain, they w'ould sooner part with pow'or than with tiade. They believe that 
their cointnoicial interests w'lll be best served thiough an alliance. Their guarantees 
to the miiiontios and paiticulaily to the Muslims of India have proved to bo shallow 
thiough and thiough Tlie sooner wo coase to lely on them the better. We must 
fight tho battle of Islam alone and without our resources. Let us lesolvo to tight 
it to the bitter end, relying on the justice of our cause and undaunted by tho 
gathering forces against us. Lot us prepare to light, if need be, on a doable fiont 
and with our backs to tlie wall. If Paiiipat and Thaneswar must repeat themselves, 
lot tho Muslims prepare to give as glorious an account of themselves as did their 
forbears. 

Gentlemen, T apologise for tho length of this speech but I have done no more 
than to givo you a recital of bare facts which I challongo any one to oontiadict. 
I am deeply grateful to you for the patient hearing you have given me and 
1 onco more make you welcome to Bengal to delibeiato upon the momentous issues 
that are before our community to-day. May the ali-morciful God guulo tiioso deli- 
berations on the right linos and may your decisions bring nearer the day of Islam’s 
deliverance in India. 
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The PretidenUal Adreis 

The following is tbo text of piosidential address delivered by Mr. Mahomed AH 
Jinnah : — 

“After the last annual session of the All-India Muslim Loaguo which took place 
on the 15th of Octobei, 19117 I should like to place befoio you a brief summaiy of 
tho woik done and the various events that have occurred since. You know also that 
at the last session tho constitution and the lules of tho All-India Muslim League 
were overhauled and some veiy important changes weie embodied in them. The 
new constitution has now come into opeiation and according to tlie losolution of the 
All-India Muslim League Committees have been appointed in vaiious piovincos to 
organize piovincial ami district leagues all over India and I am glad to tell you that 
in every pi'ovince distiict leagues have boiui estabMsliod and dining tho last six 
months they have cm oiled members not by hundicds not by thousands but by lakhs. 

Dining my toms in diffeaent paits of India 1 found a tiomendous political awaken- 
ing and onthusi.isrn among the Mussalmans and th<*ro is almost an insatiable desire 
amongst tho people to eome undtu tho banner of the All-India Mu^lMn League. 
This enormous mass of siijipoit that is rall\ing around the poliey and programme of 
tho All-India Muslim League leipiiies to he haine.ssed, mohdis‘*d, eo-oidinated and 
toutrolled Then alone ^MtIl {iiojiei guidance we shall achieve the goal foi which 
^\o are fighting. 

We have to a certain extent fri‘od our people fiora the most undesii*able leaction- 
aiy elements. We have in no small ilegiee removed the unwholesome intliionce and 
fear of a ceitain section wdio used to .pass olT as Maulanas ami Moulavis Wo have 
made effoits to take our women with us in oiii' struggle and in many places tliat 1 
visited they took cnoimous inteiost ami paiticipatod m various functions and 
gatheiiiigs. 

We have to cany on and maintain the policy and the programme of the Muslim 
Leaguo on a fiolitical piano Within less than six montlis wo have succeeded rri 
organising Mussalmans all over India as they U('vei w'ere at any time during tho 
last cental y and a lialf. Thev have been galvanized and awakened in a manner 

wdiich has astounded and staggered our opponents Mussalmans have shaken off 

torpor and shed then miseiahle state of despair and demoialisation into which thoy 

weie sunk so deep. They aio beginning to realise that they aie a power. Tlioy 
]Kissess the stiongh, tho potentialities of wduch they have not yet realised, and if 
only they will take tlieii allaiis in their owu hands and stand togoihei united tlieio 
is no power that can resist their wull. 

The Council of the Vll-India Muslim League had decided to ohseive the 18th ol 
Febiuaiv as the Shabidgan) Dtiy. Meetings wore liold all over the i-ountiy and llie 
repot ts that have been received in the otTiee show that tho League’s word reached tho 
fai-ofl coineis of the countiy. In pr.icticallv every city ami tow'n and oven in lorno 
villages the resolution of tlie League was earned out. 

I am fullv conscious that to-day tho Shaliidgaiij question is uppenuost in the 
mind of every Mussalrnan throughout India ami theio can be no doubt that the 
feeling ami sentiment amongst tiierii is genuine and sinooie and tlieie can bo no 

fjuostion tliat the demolition of the mosque has w'ouuded det*plv then rvligious sus- 
ceptiluhties. The average man feels that his rnosquo was ruthlessly aud wantonly 
dt'stroyed. It is to he regretted that a groat community like tho Sikhs should have 
hoi'ii carried awuiy and resorted to luthloss action of demolishing tho rnosquo in the 
manner m wdiich they did. 

At the same time I realise that certain individuals on both sides were and have 
been aggiossivo to each otlier and created a situation which lias involved the two 
gicat communities into a position of irnpnsse 1 doploro tho cxcosses committed on 
both sides aud logiet deeply the loss of lives of innocent members of both the 
commanitios and doprecate resort to methods winch resulted in killing iunocent lives. 
The question view'od from its triio perspective is very oasy of solution if only both 
the communities will realise their moral obligation to each other and put down 
ceitain mischievous and aggressive elements that make the task more diflicult for an 
honourable settlement. 

1 appeal to the leaders of the 8ikh community to rise above tho question of pres- 
tige or ‘amour projire’ and I advice the- Mussalrnans, while recognizing their deep 
feelings and sharing their religious susceptibilities which I have no doubt are genuine- 
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ly and deeply wounded, to realise that tho way to settlement is not achieved by 
dictation from one community to the other. 

The Council of tho A 11- India Muslim League has already passed a resolution to 
which 1 would draw tho attention of the delegates piesent here. It runs as follows: 

“In view of the decision of tho Punjab Premier, expressing his readiness to losign 
oven if the majority of the Muslim Membeis give their veidict disappioving action 
foreshadowed in his recent pionouncement with regard to tho Shahidganj question, 
the Council realise that tho main burden and responsibility rests with tho Muslim 
representatives of tho Punjab Legislature and tho jmblio genoially. Tho Council 
appreciate that tho gravity and the natuio of the issues involved aio present to tho 
mind of Sir Sikandar Uayet and his Government ; the assurance given by him in his 
pronouneement of his making an earnest attempt to bring about an honourable 
settlement of the question is the best course in tho opinion of the Council, and m 
this direction lies the way of restonng and securing a peimanent peace and goodwill 
between tlio two great sister communities Muslims and Sikhs, whose moial lespon- 
sibility to eacli other, whoso inteiest and tlio wolfaie, and the laiger interest of tho 
Piovince and tho country demand that, with tlicir great h'stoiy, religion and tradi- 
tions behind them, they should iiso above tho verdicts of Judicial Tribunals and tho 
decisions of logislatuies and (iovernment, and rise to the occasion and come to an 
honourable settlement of their own that failing snob a desidmatum of mutual agree- 
ment of the parties concerned, which will lie most unfortunate, the Coiiiicil note, with 
great satisfaction, th(3 determination of the Punjab fJovernment that it will not fail 
to explore and exliaust all constitutional avenues open to them to find a satisafctory 
and just solution of tho juoldem to whudi, Council are glad, they aie already apjiiy- 
ing themselves ; and that, vhile tho final decisions as to tlio policy and tlie lino of 
action can only be decided iiy the All-India Muslim League, tlie Council, in tlio 
meantime, aio w'illing and ready to lendei all the assistance and lielp they can to- 
wards tho solution of the matter.” 

It is now foi you, ladies and gontk^men, to give your most janxious consideration 
to this question of Shahidganj and determine upon the polity and lino of action that 
may seem to you projier. 

Thete aro Muslim League parties functioning inside tho seven out of the eleven 
provincial legislatures. The large majority of Muslim imembers in all tlieso seven 
provincial Assemblies belong to the Muslim League paities and the membership of 
those panes is inci easing evoiy dav. The Muslim League contested with gioat 
suecoss a number of bye-leidions to the Legi‘,I,itivo Assemblies in vanous Piovinces. 
The Council of the League appointed a Committee to chalk out an economic social 
and educational piogramrao fot tho Mussalmaus. Tho icpoit of tho Committee is 
being awaited with great interest. 

Wo gieatly deplore the communal riots that have taken place in the United 
Ihovmces and other Piovincos. It is being |iublicl\ stated b\ the Congiess Ministers 
in these pi’ovmces that the resjiousibility foi thoM* iiots lests on the shouldeis of 
tho Muslim League. It is most deplorable that a Ministci of the Oovernment should 
make such loose and untiue statements. 'Jheso allegations against the Muslim League 
aro absolutely without any foundation ai»d aie being used as a blind against tho 
incapacity of the Congress Goveinmeut in those provinees to j>iotect the lives and 
property of tho peojile of the uiovince. All soits of malieious propaganda is being 
earned out to discre<iit tho Aiushra League. But, Cod willing, the Muslim Leaguo 
m spite of all this wull go on getting stionger eveiy day. 

A fow months ago the Muslim community was like no man's land but to-day it 
lias come into its own and thcio Is no power on eaith that can now keep it doimant 
or inactive. Tho Mussalmaus have realized that tboir salvation lies in organizing 
themselves under tho banner of tho Muslim League and once they aie oigauisod 
they need fear no one. 

Numerous representations and complaints have reached the central office of 
hardship, ill-tieatment and injustice that is meted out to Mussalmaus in the various 
Government Provinces, and paiticuiarly to those who weio woikeis and members of 
the All-India Muslim Leaguo, and therofoio tho Council were obliged to ajipoint a 
special committee, undei tho chairmanship of Raja Sahib Mahomed Melidi Sahib, 
to make all necessary inquiries and to take such steps as .may bo considered pioper 
and to submit their report to the Gounod and tho Piosident. 

The Council also decided authorizing mo as tho President to fake all necessary 
steps to form a Muslim Leaguo party in tho Central Logislaturo with power to tho 
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paity so formod to coalosoo with any otiior party or fjroup whose policy and pro- 
irranimo is approximately tlio same as that of tlio All-India Mnslira Loaf'iio. la 
pursuance of that resolution I am Klad to inform you that a Muslim League party 
in the Central Logislatme in both the Houses has boon formed and will function in 
the legislatuio under the supei vision and control of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League from the next session of tho Ceiitial logislatuio. 

Although some of tho pionoiincements of the President and other leadeis of tho 
Congress at Harijiura created an irapiession of a really gemiine desiro for tlie settle- 
ment of tho Hindu-Mnslim question— and in puisuance of that Mi. Gandhi and Pandit 
Jawahailal Nehru have written to mo and I have loplied to tliose letters and tho 

coi respondenee is going on— >ot there is no slackening on the pait of tluj Congress in 

the determination of their sot purpose to annihilate every othoi party and particulaily 

tho All-India Muslim League. 

The Congress attitude so far as can bo summed up is first that the Communal Awaid 
must go lock, stock and bairel ; secondly, that thcie must bo no sofiaiate electoiates, 
and thiidly that there must bo no dill’eiential fianchiso, and if possible, tlioie should 
be 110 losoivation of seats for .any commuuitv. 

Tiio lesult of this will be obMous, viz that Miissilmans wall bo \vijj**d out from 
securing any adequate repi (*sentatioii tuthei in the legislatures m ii« the inuiiicipul, 

local and district boaids, as it happenol in Ibhar rocentlY sinct* tlu' Geveinmeiit have 
I ('moved even the existence of coinmulative voting which existed ucfoie thi'y assumed 
ofticiu 

The Congress resolutions about fiindamontal rights and declarations with regaid to 
icligion culture and langu.age aie notliiog but paper losoliitioiis. There is not the 
.slightest doubt that most aggressive a'titude was taken up by tlie Congress Gov- 
eiumeut on the thiesliold of their assuming office and they cnieavouied to impose the 
“Banile Mataiam” song in the legislatures and afioi much bitterness ami opposition it 
has been dropped. They aie pursuing a policy of making Hindi acornpulsoiy language, 
w'hich must nece.ssarily, if not eomfiletely, destroy, at any rate vitally nriderraiiie, tho 
spread of the development of Urdu, and what is worse still is that' Hindi with its 
ilmdu Sanskiitous literature and philosophy and ideals will and must nocessaiily be 
forced upon the Muslim children an I students. 

In various parts of India serious difficulties are put in the way of Muslims enjoy- 
ing liboitv of observing their religious rights fieely. It is one thing to make every 
high sounding declaration such as tho Congress are in the habit of mikmg and the 
VVoiking Committee repeating tlu^m, but it is another thing how to tianslate them 
into action, and .so far the Congress are i»reaching one thing and piactisiug just the 
contrary. 

Tho President of the Congress, Mr. Subhas Chandra Biso, having quoted these 
jiapor resolutions about so-called piotection of leligion ouUuie and language proceeded 
to state : 

“The time is opportune for renewing our efforts for tho final solution of tin prob- 
h'm. 1 believe I am voicing tho feelings of all Congressmen when I sav that wc are 
( 3 ager to do our veiy best to aiiive at an agreed solution consistent with the fuuvla- 
meiital principles of nationalism.” 

Jlcro I wish he w'as speaking on behalf of all tho Congrossraon as ho believed ho 

was. It is no use masquerading under the name of nationali.sm. Congress is a Hindu 

body mainly. It is begging tho whole question to say that we are eager to do our 
very best to arrive at an agreed solution and qualify it by saying consistently with 
the fundamental principles of nationalism as if the Muslim League was opposed to 

the fundamental principles of nationalism. Muslims have made it clear more than 

once that besides the question of religion, culture, language and personal laws, there 
is another question equally of life and death for them and that their future destiny 
and fate are dependent upon their securing definitely their political rights, their duo 
share in the national life, tho Government and tho administration of the country. 

Thev will fight for it till the last ditch and all the dreams and notions of tho 
Hindu ilaj mast be abandoned. They will not be submerged or dominated and they 
will not surrender so long as there is life in them. 

The Muslim League claims the status of complete equality with the Congress or 
any other organisation and we have our problem to solve. We have under the 
present conditions to organise our people for building up Muslim masses for a bettor 
world and for their immediate uplift, social and economic, and we have to formulate 
plans of constructive and ameliorative character which would give them immediate 
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relief from the povoi ty and vvrotehedness from whioli they aro suffering moio than 
any other sections of the people in India. 

I welcome a policy of live and let live. I wolcoma aa understanding in matters 
economic and political Hat we cannot sui render, submerge or submit to the 
dictates or the ukase of the High Command of the Congicss which is developing 
into a totaliraiian and autlioiitative caucus fiinctionmg iin Icr the name of the 

Working Committee and aspiiing to the position of a ‘ ^>hadow cabinet” of a 

future Republic. 

The Muslim League is not only carrying on a struggle for the Muslims but it 
maintains that all other important minorities must have the same sense of security 
and a filace in the suii ot India wlime they will enjoy the lights and privileges as 
free citizens and not he giouiid down bv caste tyranny and caste rule. 

In rnv opinion, the Cungie^s is miking one of the gioite'>t blunders by pursuing 
its present policy. The High Command of the Gmgiois iia'» no pobey except oppor- 
tunism and arrogance and aie utilising then organisation, l)ec,iU'>e it hap{»ens to be 

the hugest and mist powcM'fuI to tr-Mt e'.’eiv otliei piity with C')nt''mpl and thev 

imagine that thev have alisMdv bejomc the i tiles of India It is astounding that 
tlicy helievu that thev have (‘):i([i“'cl siX pt )vui<;es absilut-dy and in the seventh 
they have a dominant vo c > a^* t!i* tiiijuirv' in th-* uoilirion of the Xoitli West 
Fionitei Piovuice are C nigies^'-nen and thev talk of dnuu h-‘ir*rig an I the} bilieve 
tliat it won’t be vei v long bof>ro lie* remnting fo i» Hiovinces will fail befoio the 
conquering Iieroes of the ILgli C>mni'id of th^ Cjngiess. 

H'd to the Musalmans I siv that t!i‘V mist rea'.'.e tint there cannot bo anv 
honouiable settlement b'twcon two pai te‘s lion one clams to liesnpotioi to the other 
and has foi its aim an 1 object (he domination and dictation of tlu* other, iloriouiable 
settbunent ean only be a-ihievel l)et\ve“a eq uK an i unless the two parties learn to 
respeid and fear each otien there is no solid ground for aiiv sett’ernent. 

Besides even if a seftb'menr do**s com.., unless tin* Mussalmaiis uie fully organise 1 
and liave foiged sanctions tvliini tli *ra as well as t'l ) soli 1 and united backing be- 
hind tlH*ra. the agiei'm-Mits, pacts or treaties can onlv bo treated as a scrap of paper 
unless they ean he eofotc,«l by p<)\v t fiorri beliiu I whi^h will see that the terms 
ai(* eairieii out an 1 ma.ntainci 

Tliotofor'*, rav app*'al to tlic M issa’inius is ‘Doiit d'penl upon anybody. You 
must dejicnl upon your own inli rent strength ant tlie Mnss ilrnari^ luve not yet 
realised \\ij.vr power an i strength they pjssOis if they were properly mobilise I as one 
solnl people Wo iiave to golluoigh a gieat deal ot spulo woik and sulleiing. Ou 
opponents will use all possit>i-* means of suppte'.ston They may piaetiee tyranny 
and may juusecute us ; but 1 am ( oulideut that we shall emerge out of that ordeal 
better, stiougcr than we ha . e ever been. 

Second Day — Calcutta — 18th April 1938 

Proceedings and Resolutions. 

Tho Loaguo mot for the second dry ou tire 18 th. April and di.seussed and passed 
iliG following resolutions. 

The llon’ole Mr. J-Jussutfi Imam (Bihar) moved the first resolution which ran : 

“iliis session of tho All-Iiilia Musliin L"igue places on lecoid its sense of apprecia- 
tion of tho elTorts of the lluq Mmi'itiv in BeiigU and Saadullali Miriistiy in As.s.am, 
particularly for resisting the michinatiens of the Congiess to break tlirongh these 
Louts and apiroals to every Mussalman to accord whole-hearted support to the Minis- 
tries m Bengal and Assarn.” 

In moving tho resolution Mr. Imam deprocatei disunity in Moslem ranks in the 
two provinces. Fur tho Inst time in history tho majority community in Beng.il had 
got power into their hands, uhicli their Umdu biothion could not toleiato because of 
then histone prejudice^. The Mosloiu Leigue appealed to tho Congress to come to 
tno right path and leave tiie tactics of dividing tho Muslims. lie asked those Mnslitn 

members who had left the Coaiiiiou Tarty to realise the real intentiorr of theCongiess 

and come back to tho foil of liio Moslem League. 

Mr. Badaiudzza (Bengal), Ivhau Bahadur llaji Rashid Ahmed of Dcllii, Mr. 

Ashrafuddm Choudhury of Assam, 8yed Muitaza Saheb, m. l. a. (Central), from 

Madras and Mr. Jafl'ar Ahmed (Bihar) supported the resolution which was cairiod. 

49 
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SnAHiDQANJ Dispute 

The main resolution of tbo present session regarding the Shaliidgiinj dispute was 
moved by Mr. Chaudhury Khaliquzzaman^ M. l, a. (U. P.), Leader of the Opposition 
in tlie U. P. Assembly. The resolution lan : 

“While endorsing the resolution of the Council of the All-India Moslem League 
passed at Delhi on March 20, 1938, this special se.ssion of the All-irulia Moslem 
League in view of the fact that the Ihinjab Government has given an assuiance to 
the effect that they were adopting every means for arriving at an honouiahle settle- 
ment of the IShahidganj problem assure.s them of its co-opoiation and assistance 
in ^ bringing about the settlement, and appeals to the Mussalmans to create and 
maintain a peaceful atmosphoie in older to facilitate that settlement,” 

In moving the resolution Mr. Ivhaliquz/.aman said that the Shaliidguni alTair had 
ceased to be a mere piovincial problem, but had assumed all India importance Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan had assured the Moslem League to-day that he was tiying bis 
best to solve the problem and ho was leady to losign as soon as the Moslems consi- 
deied that his attitude on Shahidgunj was not consistent with the League’s decision. 
It was possible that the decision of the League with regard to this matter might not 
satisfy all, but they were passing through a cntical time arul must pioceed cautiously. 
They must see to it that they did not give a handle to then imemios to pn» a check 
on the growth of the League. Toliticai foresight demanded that th**y should gi\e Sir 
Sikander full opportunity to tackle the problem There was no other wa\ 

Discussing the Civil Disobedience movement, he said that this method at the present 
stage would hamper Sir Sikander The Moslems of India had given Sir Sikaruler a 
chance to settle the problem and to threaten him at this .stage witli Civil Disoht'dnmce 
was going to put him in a verv emhai las^lllg position 

Prof. Ennycfulla from the I’nnjah suf)poiting the resolution said 'that the Muslims 
of the Punjab should give Sir Sikander an opportunity to settle the diflicult pioblem. 
There could be no peace m the Ihinjab until and unless the {uohlem was Jionoiirably 
settled for the Moslems He accused those wlio wore car i \ mg on Civil Disohednm e to 
be the agents of the Congress and their movement was (h'signed to wreck the Moslem 
community of the Punjab. It was the diitv of the Muslims to see to it tiiat the 
Ministry of Sir Sikander remained in power. Cnticising the C'oiigiess, ho said that 
Pandit Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi when invited to mediate in Shalmigunj dispute, 
had refused to invervene m tlie affaii 

Mr, Hahihulla (U. P.) supporting the resolution .said ho believed that wdicii the 
matter concerned the two great communities, Moslems and Sikhs, settlement would not 
be difficult. TTad they to deal wnth ‘hania’ Congress, it would have boon olherwnse. 

Sir A, H. Qhuznavi suppoitoi the resolution which was earned. 

Punjab Prfmieh’s Buiiuen’ 

Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan then addiessed tlie gathering Speaking Ir. Urdu 
he said that he was there to explain to them the piuhlern on whi. }» they 
had given a sensible decision He assured the g.ithering tint In le.alised 
the pain and distre.ss wdiich the Shahidgmi] affair had given to the Muslims of India 
and he was no exception. It was not veiy easy to settle this piob'^m. [r it-quinid 
great foresight, patience and political wisdom to solve it After h.s deeiiMtion to 
which a reference had boon made, the atmospheie in the Ibiniab had gieaily improved. 
He could tell them that the majonty of the Muslims and Irfikhs w’aiited an honouiablo 
settlement. Under the circumstances ho was sure that it w'ouid be possible to arrive 
at a settlement. His position was very delicate, and ho could not give vent to his 
feelings, but he would like to assure his moslem brothers that if his activities did not 
satisfy them, he would be ready to resign. 

Proceeding, Sir Sikandar said that when Mr. Jinnah oiganised tlie Moslem League, 
Punjab and Bengal did not at first join him. Mr. Jinnah’s 'leadership was challenged 
because two provinces where the Muslims wore in majonty did not join the League. 
It was naturally a challenge to the Muslims of India. So ho decided to give him all 
support. Accordingly he went to Simla and Lucknow aud he assured Mr. Jinnali that 
they of the Punjab and -Bengal were behind him. No misunderstanding could tear 
them away from the League. 

Sir Sikandar also appealed to Bengal Muslims to work together as they had been 
doing in the Punjab so that they might not hear the distuibing reports of intrigue 
which they heard from time to timo. If the Moslems of Bengal and Punjab hurt, it 
would be disastrous not only for the two provinces, but also for other provinces and 
Indian nationalism would also suffer. 
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PROCEEDINGS & RESOLUTIONS 

Congress Governments Blamed 

Mr. Zahur Ahmed^ M.L.A, then moved the following resolution 

“That this special session of All India Moslem League views with alarm the large 
huraber of communal riots which are taking place in U. P., Bihar, C. P., Bombay and 
other piovinces resulting in the loss of life and property of the Mussalmans. In the 
opinion of the League, 'Congress Governments have signally failed to discharge their 
primary duty of protecting the Muslim minorities in their provinces, and it declares 
that jf'iramoliato steps are not taken to protect the Mussalmans by the Congress Gov- 
ernments, the coijseqinmce to the countiy as a whole will be disastrous. The League 
congratulates the Muslims m villages an^ towns on patience and forbearance that 
they have shown during these joocuirences. This League calls upon the Provincial 
Leagues to collect all neoessaiy information about all these incidents and submit their 
reports to the Council of the All-India Muslim League at an early date.” 

Mr. Huasain Imam seconded the resolution. In putting the resolution to vote, Mr. 
Jinnah said that the Council had appointed a responsible committee to enquire into 
all allegations of ill-treatment m the Piovinces in which the Mahomedans were in min- 
ority. When thev reported, they w'ould not allow themselves to rest content till they 
vindicated themscdvos. The resolution was cairied. 

Anti-Moslem Activities in Frontier 

Moved by Mr. Ziauddm and seoondi^d bv Mr Aurangzeb (loader of the Opposition 
in the Fiontier Assembly) the following resolution was passed 

“Taut this meeting of the All-India Moslem League calls upon the Mussalmans of 
India to take special steps to combat the Congress anti-Muslim activities m the Fron- 
tier Province.” 

^^aul<nla Shaukat AU^ thanking the Reception Committee, said that the Moslem 
League was piepared foi an honourablelsettlement withjthe Congress for further jpro- 
giess of the countiy but on condition that the Congress must have faith in the Lea- 
gue. Wlien Moslems were in Congress it was really a national organisation, but it 
was now “a wondering .Tew”. If Qongress wanted a settlement with the League, it 
must cease settiug Muslim against Muslim. Tliat game did not pay and sooner it 
was given up tiie better. 

Mr A K. Fazlul Huq uiged the assembly to take a solemn pledge to bring under 
the banner of lie* League tho oiitno Muslim populatiou of India. 

Pioeeeding, Mr II uq said that llis EKcelleucy the Viceroy the other day went 
out of hirt way and said that six provinces of India were now being administered by 
the Indian National CongiCNS Ilis Excellency forgot for the moment that four 
piovinces of India were being administered bv non-Congiess Ministrie.s and that these 
provinces weio detei mined nut to allow the CongiOhS to come into power there. lie 
was not afiaid of criticising it howt-vei high place<i the authority might be. Only 
the other day II is Kxcelleiicv the Viceioy asked Mahatma Gandhi to see him before 
the former left for i^imla. Why Lord Linlithgow asked him to see him ? It was be- 
cause the question of Fedeiation wa» hanging in the balance, and possibly His 
Excellency thought and his aldressers also had tol l him that the solution lay with 
Mahatma Gandhi. ‘‘The .solution”, continued Mr. lluq, ‘does not he there. There are 
othei [larties to bo consulted. His Lxcellency mav not know, but let me make it 
clear that no piohlem worth tho name and connected with any question relating to 
the adraiiiistration of India can be solved without reference to the All India Muslim 
League Tho League is not yet piopoilv organised, but yet it is worth hundreds of 
National Congresses. Each ami eveiy one of the League is a lion and a tiger and 
ready to shed the last drop of liis blood for the sake of Islam.” 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in his concluding speech, dilated upon various suggestions made 
at the Conference. He said that time was not yet ripe to raise funds to meet the 
propaganda that was being made by the Congress in tho Frontier, nor could the 
League officially start a paper of its own. Ho hold that the present session had been 
a womloiful session, lie urged oveiy Muslim to become member of the League. 

As regards Mr. Fa/dnl Uuq’s lefereuco to the Viceroy’s meeting Witli Mr. Gandhi. 
Mr, Jinnah said that time was coming when higher authorities than even H. E. the 
Viceroy would have to consult the League. Ho was sure that time was coming. He 
had absolute faith in his people and knew that his people would not fail him or the 
League. 

The session at this stage came to a conclusion. 



The All India Socialist Conference 


Fourth Session — Lahore — 12lh & 13th April 1938 

Amidst entliusiastiii scones the fomth si'smdii of the All-India Ooiif'nws Socialist 
Conference opened at Lalioiu ou the 12th April 1938 in a spacious pandal in the 
Municipal Gaidens. 

Prominent amon<; those present were Si irnati Knmul nfcri Chattopndhaya^ Afr\s*.s/.s. 
Narrndra Dcx\ Mefirrolly^ Jm Prakush Najuini, Achyut Pafuuirdhaii, Builtwnld , 
Partdul Hag Ansan^ Hathce Stiujh^ Damoda? Sarep, .'^aj/ad Zahcct. and A.soh 
JSdchta. 

Mr M li. Massavl was unanimously eli'clod Piesident of the Ml-India 
Socialist Party Confei''nco at a meeiiny <'f tin* ihdeirates liel 1 on tie' 12th. April, at 
Laipat Kai Hall and atteinlod hv u*| ifst'pianve's fniin the sixteen Con; 4 H'Ss Pi oviio 
ineludiu^ Mi. Naiondia Dev, Mr .l.u Picik.!",!! Nataiu .omI Mi. M.esani. A did a*e \\;u 
lield on the Kisan movement, Ti ado Tin jm w-ok ,»nd ntln'i all.ed Mihieets At the co i- 
clusion of the meeting' Mi. Massani w.k taki n in a pi(M.’'.so»n which aftei itaiaduu^ 
the principal stieets of the citv. teimitiafel onts'de th'‘ Mo <1 (late, wheie the opi n 
Coniiiess si'ssion was tiolil. 

For the fiist time m the lostoiy of the Pimi ih th-' Ceiii^ti'ss Fla^ and tli * Ih'd 
Flag wero hoisted side by side hv Mi ./</* I ir.knsh Xarar/i in the pandal of the 
Socialist Conference. E\[)laining the nason win ih.‘ tw’o (l,iu% were hoisted, IMi. 
Jaipiakash said that theie was no difiereiiee h. ‘tween tlio two il.ers. Then m.iiii ohp'i t 
was to strengthen the fieht for fioedora Then* used to he ditVei (*n(*es anionir tliem 
over the fla^r. but graduallv they had miiiorstood tliat tlie (leht for fieedom should he 
fi u^^ht under oue flai; and that w'as the Coiigiess FI ig 'Jhe Socialist Paity deeide.l 
to re.'-pect the Coiign'ss Flag also lie lepuiiiaie'i the allegiyion tiiat thev did not 
lespect the Congress Flag and said th.it, as a rnattei of faet. thev w'ere luditiug the 
battle for fieedom undei tloi C'ligiess Flag and undei the lied Flag they weie 
spieading Socialism. 


The Weleome Address 

Mr. Munshi Ahnud Dm, Chaiirnan of tlio lieception Committee, in his addicss 
loview'ed the w’oik done hy the Socialist I'.iitv in th*' runiah last x i ar and poinled 
out the xarious ohstai 1"S in tin* way of the g^’(‘wth of the Soe.a'ist moMineni m 
the Piovince. lie said the Party hai been able to t'uiol 7r),(f)0 k'sans as .uenihris 
of kisau sahhas and had formed trade uri'ons in ton dntnets hist \ea:. Pde:,)!!'* 

to the ShahiJgunj question Mi Ahmed Dm said it had taken an ac-le fonn in tin* 
Punjab and s/nead to tin; Fiontn*!- I’loviiice, wlieio sevoial mniJers of iniioeent 
peihijiis have been committed. Tins question has idso ]»ioved h hindiance in the 
work of the party, which worked fur the eiadicaiiou of commuualism from the 
pi 0 Vince. 


The Presidential Address 

In tho course of his presidential address, Mi. Af. R .Massant dosciibed tiie 
object of rovolutionaiy socialism and said : — 

“Kssentially, wJiat do we, Kevolutiouary Socialists, vrhi'thor in India or abroad, 
stand for V From all the various policies and tenets that go iiiidor tJie name ef 
Socialism, I would pick out the abolition of ]»iivate piopeity and the evolution ef 
a classless society as of tiio essence of somalism. I would say tliat the basic concej»- 
tions undoilying our creed are tliose of Fq lality and Liberty. NotJimg is Socialism 
that does not insist on tho abolition of piivate owiiersliip of tho instiumeiits of 
production, distnbution and exchange and tho buibling up of a classless society 
Nothing can be S jciahsm whie.h is a negation of equality oi libeaty. It is riecessai y 
to em|)hasise this because it is the.se tests wdiieh diffei entiate genuine Socialism 
from bastaid Socialism of the Nationalist Social (Nazi) and other spuiious brands. 
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Mr. Massanl continupd : “The Ma-xist classics un'lcuhtc-jly furnish us with 
valuable trainin;^ in the application of our principles Notlun^ is more natural than 
Ih it WH should haik hack to the teachiu'^s of Marv and Lenin in harnmenn/; out our 
out pidicics, as Lenin called the workais back to Maix duiinc the dark years of 
the l.ist War when the Socialist leadeis for^ijot their mission and asked the workers 
to ‘to make the world safo for demoeraev.’ At the same tirno, nothing 

can he more disastrous than to deeido issues not i>v what our leason dictates in 
the eiven circurastanees hut by what so-and>so said in this-oi-that vear. 

“Some of us distinguish our “Soientdic’ Socialism fiorn what we call with mis- 
nUced contempt ‘Sentimental’ Socialism Tho leal chee-e to-day seems to me to 
be between Seientiric Socialism and Dogmatic or Authoritanan Socialism To put it 
at.o’hei wav, we have to pi event Socialism from being made into a dogma, almost a 
iclofHin Lenin rightly declaied that ndigion was the o])'nrn of the people. He was 
led thinking of Chiistianity alone. And his wonls wuuiUl roit.uiilv apply to Socialism 
01 C'lmmunism, if w’e allowusi Socialism oi Comiuumsm to (!i‘gL‘rieta.'‘e into a leligiou. 

“I'liore are grave dangeis of this ha'ipeumir B doio on* eves wo have s»oa the 
giowtii of a spiJit f)f (Jofzmaiism and int(>leian> e wheh is f Iru utt» ristic of adherents 
of oiginisod religions. Jn the Marxist fold to-rl ,y, we ha\e the orthodox and the 
lieieies At a certain stage in the histoiy of the Rorn ui ('athohe chinch there 

weie two rival Pojj.'s, one at Home aiel tlie otleu at A Mellon AVe see a similar 

s'tiiihon in tho Maixist world to-day Il.ikov^kv. when he was Soviet Ambassador 
in Pans, announced proudly : ‘We iioMieviks are a cf.nL'regition We obey.’ To my 
mil' I, the Soeialist inovomtmt loses it- sold, ceases to be that (Ivnamic force which 

*!> overthrow kneoloins and svstera'i of soiien* in lie* intfuest of the masses of 
tie* jM^opIo on tie* dav on w’huh becomes an oig.mi^td if‘lii,uon, with its Popes, its 

C’.inlinals and its Jesuits, it:- Censor and its Index R.ither we want sometliiDg of 

th* e onoclastio mentaiitv of I'aielit Motilal N»‘hru who, -when somebody remaikcd in 
the 'iebatc^ on tie* Saida Ibll that the sa^tias er.joined chid marriage, declared 
w,a'hfuily : ’In that case, so much the worse for the Sastla^ 

Referring to India and speaking on the part Indians have played in this Revolution, 
Mi. Musani said ; “India, hidoie it can defer mine the social and economic &>stem to 
wlmh it shall adhere, has fiist to win tin* pie-iequiNite of political fiowoi. India to-dav 
IS a (’ounti V not onlv stdl suhject to economic exploitation at tho hands of Biitish 
eapiiahst class, hut also dnectly ruled bv the Di 'tish Clovei nmeiit. 1 sav diroctlv because, 
alih 'uah attempts ari* made to ci cate illusions m the minds of our people by taking into 
jmiioi pai tnei sliip giauips of Indians and miking them do the duty work of Irapeiial- 
isrn the veneer is pietty thin and it is not diflieiilt to see the leahtv wliich is so 
ih'..!\ veiled by piovinoial or filial hmtonom>.’ The task of the Indian poojilo is 
cl-'ulv the wuesting of political power fiorn foieign hands i to its own. Ouis is the 
ta-sk of achieving national independence and of setimg up a dciuociatic Indian State. 
It IS this that makes Indian Socialists also aident nationalists 

“I .im both an auti-linponalist and a Socialist, wiote Ram Manolior Lohia recently, 

it IS iiecossiry far me to pioclaim ray iw'o faiths separatt Iv for now-a-davs there 
a-e SoL'ia'ists who a e suppiissing the stiuggle against Jmpeiial’sra.’ 

••J'heie cannot bo for the Indian peop'e, and therefoio for the Indian Socialists, 
any eireetive pait to plav in the intei national scene until fast tho people of India 
have terminated the sNstern of foioign rule, untd India lias hocome a subject of 
mfi»r national leiatious. Nor can tlieie be any question of building up Socialism in 
India until hist the national levoliition has been aeeomplished. At tho same time, 
theie IS gieat utod for a Socialist apfiroach. and for the application of Socialist 
te* hmquo 

“Soi-ialism comes in here and now’’, said Jahawxailal Nehru at Faizpur. to help us 

to under stand our pioblerns and point out the path to its solution and to tell us tho 

leal eonteiit of tho Swaiaj to come. 

“When wo look back at the com se of onr national developraert and scan its 
liistoiy foi the past fifty yeais, wo find that since the birth of the Indian National 
'(Vm<j:ies.s in 1885 the stiuggle of tlio Indian pcojde has assumed different shapes 
and foiras From generation to goneiaticn tho movement has changed its leadership and 
Its policy and has developed from being the expivssion of the infinitesimal minority 
of educated people so contemptuously lefcricd to by the British buieaiiciacy to 
being tho oigan of tlie toiling masses of the people which has repeatedly daied to 
raise its head in dnect actum struggles against tho fiiraly entrenched Bntish Raj. 
AVo see also, alongside this development, another tendency taking shape particularly 
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Binoo the last World Wai, in tlio form of nascent woiking class movement Uwhich 
expresses itself in strike* by the woikers against exploitation, whether by British 
or Indian capitalists , and in our own times we see the phenomenal use of a peasant 
movement which has been the most striking# development of the past few yeais. 

“When we foimed our party in 1934, we felt fas we feel now, that these two 
revolutionary forces of pure nationalism and of economic revolt against exploitation 
had to be brought together and harnessed in a common endeavour. Our Party, 
which w’as ajipiopriately enough bom in prison, arose out of the experiences of 
the Civil Disobedience movements of 1930 and J9;i2 and it is important to remember 
the background against wlucli it came into existenco in October 1931. It emerged 
at a time when the national foices had sutTeiod a gieat reverse and appi'ared to be 
reti eating in disoidei under the ficite blows of intense lepression by the British 
Government. The fiist task of lli(‘ Paity was to stem that tide. How was this to 
be achieved ? On the one side the existing leadeiship of the Congress, defcatcMi in 
the Civil Disobedience movement, was thinking moic and more in terms of constitu- 
tional agitation and opposition,— a tendency ^\hlch vas taking shape in the Swaiaj 
Paity Most of its leadeis liad veiy little time to interest themselves in the economic 
struggles of the peasantiy or the ^^Olkers and completelv failed to realise the 
impoitance of organising these classes and raolnlising them for arrive participation 
in the national struggle. On the other hand, the Communist leaders of the small 
Irade Union Movement showed an equal lack of political loalism. Tliev weie so 
ahsorbel in their desiie to set up Soviets in this countr\ that they almost foigot 
that the Biitisli (loveinment had still to he o^eItIl^own ’ So they diiected the 
greater pait of their attack on the Congiess which the> chaiactei ised as the Party 
of the houigoisK*, mute failing to lealise that foi a wsuhiect j>t'0ple, nationalism is 
not a leacfionai y, hut a democjatic and revolutionary force,'" 

Pioceeding the speaker said: “Our Paity’s fight has therefore from the start been 
on two flouts, — calling for a new oiientation t-oth in the national and the labour 
movements It was only natuial that the initiative m tins task fell to those ^vho 
were convinced Socialists and who at the same time had taken part m the national 
stiugglo It IS this close U‘lationshi]> with the national movemmit that is repiesented 
by Bie luiine \\liich oui paity beais. Conti ary to the cavilling ciiticism of certain 
people wlio felt that theie w’as something strange in this just a position of ‘Congress’ 
and ‘{Socialist’ that combination has been, m fact, a real source of the buccess of 
the paity and of its stierigth. 

“A Socialist Party in India to-day has two fundamental tasks, — fust to help the 
building up of a powerful national front against Biitish Impel la'isrn and secondly, to 
spiead tlie ideas of Socialism in India and prepare the ground for its introduction 
once political power lias boeu secured To what extent has tlie Congiess Socialist 
Paity ht on able to perform those tasks 

“it Jins been said not without good cause that it was the foimatim of our Paity 
that })ut Socialism, till tlieii a sulqeot for academic discussion, on the p» Iitical 
map of India. When \\c look back and levicw tlie background of defect 

and demoralization againgst which the ))any took shape in 1931 we are 
able to lealiso how much has been achieved in the diiectiou ot radii alising 

the Congress and evolving a newer nationalism Witlnn a year of ns biith, 
tlie paity was able to stem tho tide and to fake the offensivo m bringing about 

greater militancy in tlio Congress and m tinning its thoughts iii the direction of 

mass organisation and mass action. The return of .law'ahailal Nehru to the held and 
his election as Congress President for two successive toims was, of course, a factor 
whose importance cannot bo over-estimated. Neither Jawahailal nor the Congiess 
Socialists have, however, attempted to persuade the Congress to adopt Socialism as 
its creed. The Congiess is and must remain predominantly nationalist in sentiment 
and chaiacter so long as we are uudei the foieign yoke and have to fight for our 
freedom. Tlio Congiess is the weapon which the Indian people have forged through 
fifty years of stiuggle. It is the People’s Fiont in India and we havo all to play our 
part in sharpening that weapon and using it so that it acliiove its historic purpose. 

“Natuially, we Socialists can.oot fool quite satished with tho present policies or 
mentality of the Congress leadership. Though we havo Subhas Chandra Bose, 
a Socialist, as Piosident of tlie Congress, the leadership of the Congiess is predomi- 
nantly of a different complexion. Wo have, whenever we felt tho necessity, given 
stern" opposition to the Right Wing l 0 ad 0 r,ship of tho Congress on such important 
issues as tho w'recking of the new Constitution, refusal to accept Ministerial Offices, 
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the resistance to war, support to the States’ Peoples, the organisation of peasants and 
workers and on the methods of preventing the Federation from coming into existence 
It may be tliat wo have been defeated on many of these issues, but who can deny 
that the policies of the Congress have for the past two or three vears shown the 
impress of Socialist hands ? For in spite of strong opposition from the present 
leadership wo have been able to rally round us larger and huger uurabers of 
Congiessraen. This is largely due to the correctness of our policies as also to the 
fact that wo are looked upon as Congress workers with a reco'd of service and 
saciifico in the strugle. 

“Since wo mot last at Faizpnr an important change has come over the political 
scene with the formation of Congress Cainnets in seven out of the eleven Indian 
Provinees. This was a development which the Congress resolved upon m spite of 
our effoits It has created foi Congress Socialists a most difhcult position On the 
one hand there has bf 3 en the stiongest desire on our f)art to make this experiment, 
now that it has been launche I upon, a success. On the othei hand tlieie has been 
an eqiiallv strong urge to cnticise acts and uttc*rancos at variance with Congress 
policy. Tins is a situation winch calls for the greatest discipline and contiol on 
our side. Some of our Congress Ministers and leadeis have felt that we have not 
alv\a\s been as ri'strained as we should have been in out comments on tlie woik 
of th(‘ Congn'ss Mnnstnos. I do not know how far this feeling is just-fjeJ. Hut I 
think 1 can sav on Ixdialf of all merahers of the paity that if they have said things 
wlncli hav'‘ h>‘en found inpilatable hy the ministonal win:^ of the Congress, tliey 
have said them out of a sense of duty to the organisation and to the movement as a 
whole. 

“Some recent seH-critici^m on our part in this connection has been misunderstood 
and miseonstructed in certain sections of the Piess as jej>entcijce and recantation. 
Let me make it eleai that f for one feel our policy m this and other lospects have 
been a sound one and that thoie is nothin., foi us to lopent for or to recant. 

“We hive acted always in the bosc interests of the Congiess as we have seen it. 
We ('oiigie^s Socialists iial our birth in the Congress and weio baptised m its 
stiuggles At Haiipura, we d^'monstrated our instinctive loyalty to the Congress and 
out keenness on the nation speaking with one voice in a time of crisis. 

‘‘Within the Congress our Party has functioned as a rallying point for all radical 
elements We have boon the champions of the peasants and the workers’ organisa- 
tions and of the peoples of th*' Indian States. If to-day the latter feel tliat the 
Congies.s at llanpura has sent them into the wildtuness and has left them to light 
then hatih's alone wo hod out our hands to tln'm to lonew that Bolidaiity which 
binds the people of Iniia, wliethei in so-callei Biitish laiia or Indian Inlia. 

“We shall labour for the rights and deman Is of our poasantiy and working-class. 
As a ^o(nahst Paitv we aie a Party of tho working-class and it is but natmal that 
wo should wield influouco m tlio Trade Union CongiOss which has been tho cential 
oiganisation of the raoie militant section of the Indian working-class. In that 
sphere our intluence has alwa\s been exercised in the diiectiou of unity. We 
contiibiited to the dissolution of tho T. U C. and its meiger in tho All-India Trade 
Union Congress and from hero we shall ie[>air to Nagpur to see the final union 
between the Tiado Union Congiess and the Trade Union Fedeiation and tho l)iiilding 
up of a single Trade Union centre in India. It is a mattei of pride fer us to recall 
that it was at a previous (’^onfeionce of our p.u'tv in Meerut that the Peasant 
Movement in India took organised shape and if to-day the All India Kisari Sabha 
raises its head among tho mass organisations in this country, wo may take legitimate 
piido and joy in seeing one of our di earns come true. 

“The Congress Socialist Party has over exercised a unifying influence. Our Party 
not only contributed to bring about unity in the Trade Union Movement, but it has 
also m a bigger way brought about greater harmony between that movement and tho 
bigger national movement. Our weight in the peasant unions has always been in tlie 
direction of maiutaining harmonious woiking between them and the Indian National 
Congress. Even in the direction of Socialist unity we have been pioneers.” 

In conclusion Mr. Masam said The Congress Socialist Party is a Revolutionary 
Socialist Paity. As such, it is a party vvhich must act as a homogeneous team, its 
members thinking the same way, speaking with one voice. Such a party must develop 
its discipline to the highest levels. In a revolutionaiy party theie is no room for 
international conflicts that inevitably lead to paralysis and stagnation. The Congress 
Socialist Party is not a platform for united front. The anti-imporialist united front 
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is in the C'on^iess. The (^)ij^ross Socialist Paify is not a mass paity. The mass 
oiganisation is the Indian Nation. The Cor,i>;iess Socialist Paity is and must bo 
a detuirnined ^?ioup of conscions Sonahst who will act as a compact 
paity and f^iiide the hi^'^or movement and the mass orj^.inisation. It roust have 
Its face turned to the masses in the Coiif^iess, to the Kiss.ui Sahhas and 
to the Tiade Unions. It cannot do so if it spencts most of its time looking w'ltliin 
trying to lesolve its inteinii e mllicfs and c 'iitiaJictions. 'That way lies the dismem- 
hcMment and disruption of the Paity. Oiir paity lias supplied an indopioidmit initia- 
tive in Indian polities. Among othei things, it* has acted as a coiieetivt* to raistakeai 
policies and ttMulencies. If unfoi tun itoly that initiative w^eio to disappear, the old 
disastious rifts and sectaiiamsin would again become manifest.” 

Second Day — Lahore 13th. April 1938 

Procc'rdingt and Resolutions 

J'lie second day’s st'sshm of ihe Coifeionoo commoneel on tin* nevt (!:i\,ihe 13th. 
April, Mr. ^f. H Mui^dfu wa^. in tho eliaii. The pan 1 il was oM'ictiwdcd witli 
delegates and visdois 

At the outser, a lesohAion prrdishng aiMiii'-t the action of ti i' I'unjah ( Invoi nment 
in stuving notice on SiiTimati S lU was pissed 

Shnmaii Snfijaiaii ne\t inovr i a i'‘s(jlutum payng tiilnites to th" inailNis of 
Jallianwalla Pagli ti.igedi I'..** n* .duti-'U w passed wiiiiout ici d's. n^s'iin. 

A lesoliition moxel I'V Mr I'u.s*// a^sunng iK'* Confto t-ie i s suppoit 
to the puisants of Mansa Sta’e iii lieu sUiigg'e agiinst lepiessioii l.y the Mtdo 
aid lion ty, was also passed 

Ffokuation OerusuD 

Mr. Achyut Pativardhau then moved his resolution on Feileratiori, ovprossing the 
paiti’s opjiosition to it and to fight against its imposition by utilising tleui ceitrol 
of jiioviucial administiatioii to stiungthen tho stiuggle outsell* by developing tie* 
Congiess and othei oiganis itions, an 1 to oiganise and suppoit evei y stiiigid'' if 
the Indnm States’ people foi democratic lights <uiJ against inhuman eoriom o 
conditions, thus making the States’ peoples’ movement an or game part of the Indiau 
people’s tight against irnpenalism. 

Moving the lesolution, Mi Achviit Pafwuirdhin said fh tt ever) pidiiu'd partv 
in the countiy was opp'i^eti to Fedeiation as adunduated lu the tiAerninenr o[ 
India Act. He said tli.it then sliould take the alvant.iae of the ('origiess .Minisfii.'S 
in tlie fountiy toi comliating the Fedoiation. Ihe rnass* s shou'd he picjiaied foi 
wiccking the Federation. 'J he co-opeiation of all piovin('‘s in comnating tire 
Federation was badly lequiied Tho time was soon eoraing when tlieie wuuill he 
a contlict betwetuj tiie (;o\ ei nrneut ami the lu'oplo of this lounTij on the question 
of Fedeiatnm and in that stiugg'e not only Ihitish Indians would tike p'lt but 
peoples of the h^tates wou!(i also have {o join 

Suggesting tliat they should emphasise in all thidr piepaganda the posdlvuj 
demands for a ( onstduent Assembly as an exjiiession of the Inliirt p'o| !*• s right 
of sell-deteimiiiati'in, th^ rrsolution added that in tlic event of any attempt to impose 
Federation in the face of tlioir eontinued opposition they should pieoaie the countiy 
foi a nation wuJe mass struggle ineluding a no-tax aiid no-ient campaign and a 
geneial stiike on a national scale. 

Tliu lesolution, which wuas suppoited by Dr, Alimod, wuas adopted unanimously. 

After tho alojition of Mr. Patwurdhans lesolution, the lion hie Mi. Ishardas^ a 
member of the Uclegatiun from East Africa, who attended the Coiiforence, assuied 
full support to tho Congiess Socialist movement on behalf of Indians m East Africa. 

Work of Conoress Ministries 

Mr. Yusuf Mcherally next moved a resolution expressing anprociation of the 
work so far done by the Congiess Ministries in fulfilment of tlie election plodg»‘S of 
the (’oDgress. The resolution appreciated that tho Congress acted with firmness in 
resisting the inteifeionce of the Governor -General in the day-to-day adrninisf ration 
of tho provinces of U. P. and Bihar and that in imphunenting the Coi/giess pro- 
gramme it did not simnk fiom bringing about ministerial cnsis on tho issue of 
release of political pnsoneis The Congress has thus justified the coufidetico reposed 
in it by the Indian people, who registered their votes in its favour at the last 
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general election. Its triumph in this constitutional straggle has further consolidated 
its position in this country and has raised its prestige and status abroad. 

The resolution adds a note of warning that crises are implicit in the new cons- 
titution and are bound to recur. The attempt to impose the Federal scheme in the 
teeth of universal opposition is yet another proof of the fact that imperialism is 
preparing for a fight. Jt should also serve as a warning against the alarming 
mentality which is evident in certain quarters to settle down to constitutionalism. 

The resolution declares that any constitutional crisis can be successfully met only 
hy developing the strength of the people for repelling the attack of Imperialism and 
that this strenenh can bo generated only by reinforcing parliamentary activities by 
propaganda and figitation among the masses and by strengthening their organisation 
and developing their struggle. 

The resolution concludes saying that though the Congress Roclalist Party was 
opposed to acccptanco of office and still holds to that view, and though it believes 
In the necessity of vigilence and criticism, it not onlv does not intend to embarass 
or create difficulties for the Congress Ministries but desires to strengthen them and 
to holfi them in carrving out the Congress election mranifesto. 

Ml. Raja Ram Shasirt supported the resolution which was unanimously carried. 

Another resolution condemning the “repressive policy In the Punjab and Bengal” 
and sending greetings to the political prisoners in jails was also passed. 

Commit VAL Riots 

Mr. Fareedul Fug Ansari, in a resolution on communal disturbances, expressed 
tlio opinion that they weio incited by reactionary elements who for their personal or 
class interests wanted to weaken "the hold of the Congress, and to discredit the 
Cotigiess Ministries and thus strengthen imperialism. 

In Older to make such occurrences imj osible in future, the resolution calls upon 
the Congress Socialist branches : 

“To uphoKl the rights of the minorities and to come forward as defenders of cul- 
tural. linguistic and religions rights of the minorities. 

“To emphasise the osseatiai identify of economic and political Interest of the masses 
of all communities, and as an efF^'ctive safeguard against communal unrest to draw 
them in largo numbers into th.* Congress and Kisan Sabhas and^ Trade Unions, and 
to work for tlie organisation of a volunteer corps under the auspices of the Congress 
in everv locality which would take upon itself the task of mamtaining communal 
[icace and harmony.” 

A resolution felicitating the A. I. T. U. C. and the N T. U. F. on the eve of 
their historic joint meeting to a<'hieve organisational unity, was unanimously adopted. 

Ban of Communists 

Another resolution protesting against the continuance of the ban on the Commu- 
nist party of India, ami declaring tliat it w'as an infringement of the elementary 
civil liberties and of the rights of free expression of opinion and association, ancl 
appealing to the Congress Ministries in the various provinces to join in the effort 
to have the ban removed, was passed without discussion. 

International Situation 

Mr. R. M. Lohia next moved a comprehensive resolution. It draws attention to 
the Fascist and Imperialist attack on Socialism and democracy of the industrial coun- 
tries and on national freedom in the colonies. It states that the United Socialist 
Soviet Republic of Rus.sia are the onlv major power working for the world freedom 
and peace, and regards the foreign policy of Great Britain as pio-Fascist and as en- 
couraging the forces of reaction and war. 

The resolution further recoids the belief that the united struggle of the world 
Socialist and Democratic forces alone can meet the Fascist and Imperialist attacks. 
Warm wishes to the biavo defenders of freedom and democracy. In particular, to the 
National Government of China and the Popular front of Spain* are expressed and sup- 
port to the U. 8. S. R. is assured. 

The resolution supports wholeheartedly the Congress resolve of non-participation 
Is the wars of Great Britain and urges upon the Indian people to prepare for the 
event when they will refuse supplies of men and money to British empire and utilise 
it to achieve inaepondenoe. 

Mr. Syed Zahir supported the resolution. The resolution was passed. 
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Third Day — Lahore — 14th April 1938 

Socialist Influence 

The claim that the policy of the Congress Socialist party had materially influenced 
the national movement, the' Trade Union front, Kisan organisation and other fields in 
which the party was woiking, was made by Mr. M. R. Masam^ the President 
in his concluding speech at a private meeting of the delegates held on the 14th. 
April at Lajpatrai Hall. 

The meeting discussed the work done by the party in different provinces as also 
their difficulties at di(T"rent centres. Suggestions woie made for making then work 
more effective. 

The constitution was so amended as to increase the number of members of the 
Executive Committee from 12 to 17, the present practice of having five siipplernontaiy 
members being dioppod. 

Mr. Masmii next announced in the open session that the following gentlemen will 
constitute the National Executive of the All-India Congioss Socialist partv for the 
ensuing year : — 

General Secretary. .T.ii Pialnsli Narain , Joint Secretaries, Messrs. M R Masani, 
E. M. Namboodinpad, Diiilur Mehta, Yusuf Meherally. 

Members: Munslii Ahmol Oin, Shri Kamaladevi, Acliai>a Narendra Dc'V, Actjynt 
Patwaidhan, R M. Lnhia, Bivanath Panerjee, fiunada Mazumbar, Satyavati Devi, 
Asoka Mehta, Kamalasliankar Pand\a, Uamodai S\'ariip Seth. Sajjad Zaheer. 

Substitute Membois : J. G. Goie, Mubaiak Sagar, Mr. Z. A. Ahmed, y. S. Batli- 
wala, B. P. L. Bedi. 


The A. I. Political Sufferers* Conference 

Second Session — Haripura — 20th February 1938 

A demand for tho immediate and unconditional relea'^o of all detenus, States* 
prisoners and other political pr.soneis and for the roj'eal of all repressive laws, was 
made by various speakeis at the second session of All India Thilitic.il Prisf-ners’ Con- 
ference held in the Subjects Committee pandal rj the Indian Nahnnal C^r. gross at 
Faizpur on the 20 February 1938 immediately after the di^jiorsal of tin* Subjects 
Committee meeting. 

Mr. Sarnt Chandra Bose, the Opposition Leader in tho Bengal Assemb'y, who 
presided detailed the work done since their last Confeience in Delhi in Mai'cti last. 
He said that they had achieved much, but ha«l to acliif‘\o mu'di more. In Oiissa 
and the Central Provinces thr* Ministries had fff’ecfed (ho loloase of all political 
prisones and detenus, which Mr. Bose said, was a mat^iT of grr'at satisfaction to them. 
He paid further tributes to tho Ministries in tlie C P. and Orissa, the foimer for 
releasing persons who had been convicted in cases arising out of communal riots in 
the C. P. as well, and the latter for repealing tho Bihar and Orissa Emergency 
Powers Act. 

The other Congress ministries has also been proceeding in that direction, he said 
and referred to the recent crisis that had arisen in Bihar and the U. P. 

Explaining the object of tho conference, Mr. Bose said that they wanted to draw 
tho attention of the anthontios to their demand for the immediate release of all 
political prisoners and the ropea’ of all repressive laws. Referring to the argument 
that the release of such prisoners would endanger public peace, Mr. Bose said that 
’tho releases in Orissa and C. P had not produced any undesirable effect and in the 
U. P. as well the situation was well under control. Mr. Bose characterised the 
attitude of the Bengal Government towards political prisoners as that of meeting 
violence with violence, and said that tho Governments of Bengal and Punjab acted 
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in the name of law and order only to whitewash their repressive policy. Ho appealed 
to all nationalist minded people in India to strengthen the hands of the Congress 
Governments for securing the early release of political piisoners and for the repeal 
of all repressive laws. The speaker was sure that even the Bengal Government 
would be compelled to accede to the demands of Congressmen in Bengal if it was 
backed by tho people all over India, as h.id boon the case when they, in Bengal, 
had agitated for the repatriation of the Andamans prisoneis. Concluding, Mr. Bose 
said that although some of the political prisoneis might have been wrong in their 
political opinions the fact remained that thou motive was right and genuine, and 
thoiefore, to keep them in lails even after the situation m the countiy had changed 
would be an act of vindictiveness. 

Mr. Mohnn Lai Saxena, ad<iressing the gathering, said lhat political prisoners 
should not lesort to hungei -sti iko befoie consulting their Cential organisation and 
the Congress, as they had now decided to be gu-ded by Congress m their agitation 
and as Mahatma (Jandlii was seiiously trying for seem mg their eaily lelease. 

Concluding Mi Saxena appeahei for geneious public contiibutions to* help the 
distiessed and disabled ex-j)ohtical piisoneis and then families. 

Mr Bankim Chandra Afukhtrjt (Bengal) sfieakii.g of tlie recent ministeiial crisis 
in the two ikmgress provinys, said that appaientlv the cause was the qaestiou of 
prisoners, bur lie believed that the undeiljing cause was the pio-tonant policy of 
the Ministries which was utidei raining impel lali.sm at its \oiy base. Mr. Mukberji 
said that they should c^Ilejr funds not only to amelioiate the condition of po'itical 
prisoneis and their families but also to evolve an oigamsation thiough wbuh a mass 
movement could lie created in Older to ct>mpel the unwilling Biitish impel lalism to 
release all political piisoneis and grant their fundamental demociatic rigiits, including 
living conditions hir the masses fie added that it was essential that they 
should St live to wean over the masses fiom communalism if they ever contemplated 
to foice tin* liands of the Goveimnent of Bengal and the Punjab who, be said, 
were in a inajoiity bocau^e of the existence of communalism in tliose provinces. 

Prof. Ramja., wiio occupied the chair in the absence of Mr Bose duiiiig the later 
part of the* conference, leraaiked that it w'as a great day for them when the 
National Congioss had unequivocally declaied that it stood for the unconditional 
rolease of all political piisoneis all over the countiy. He said that it might be that 
due to the lesigiiatiou of the Ministiies in Bihar and the U. 1*. peasants in those 
piovinces wsmld sotfei a little, but they must remember that no cost was too high 
loi the Civil Liberties of the peoph*, for which and n'hicL alone the Congress 
Ministries of those provinces had resigned. 

Kesmlutions 

The Conference passfel four r(*soliuions unanimously, one ctmgtatul.iting the U. P. 
and Bihar Ministries on tiu' bold ?.t«'p tlie\ had taken on the i^-ue of the release of 
political prisoneis and condemning the action of tlie Ga\ ei noi -Gonei al in inteifeiing 
in the Ministers’ wuik, anotlie* «ja!Iing upon all nou-Coiigi ess Goveinmont!. to comply 
with public demand foi tlie eaily rolease of political prisoneis, the thud calling 
upon the Madras CJoveiument to lelease all those who hud been ( envicted in Madias 
courts and were now detaim-d m utlier provincial jails , and the last appealing to 
the nation to oosmve March 23 (the day on which Bhagat Singh w'as hanged) as 
the All-India Bolitical Prisoneis’ Day. 

Before the Confeieueo dispeised, Mr. Niharendu Putt Majumdar., Labour M. L. A. 
informed the audience that recently sixty political ]insoueis had gone on strike in 
the Alipore Cential Jail, and for this they were piosecuted by local authorities, 
some or them getting an year's ngoioiis inipi isonmeut eacli. He, therefore, appealed 
to the Indians of all sliades of political opinion to make the All-India Political 
Prisoners’ Day a success as a muk of their sympathy for the prisoners. 



The Bengal Provincial Conference 

36th Session — Biuhnupur — 29th January 1938 

The Welcome Addreit 

The thirty-sixth annual session of the Bengal Pioviiioial Conferonco commoncoi 
at Bishnupur on the 29th January 1938, Mr. Jatindra Mohan Roy presiding. 

About eight thousand people attended the Conference. Neaily 500 delogates 
representing all districts attended Piominont Congn*ss leaders and workers notuHid 
on the dais included Mr. Hubhas Chandra B<)se, Mr .M. N. Kov, Dr. Burt»sh 

Chandra Banerjee, Prof. Niinen Banerjoo Dr. Prafulla (Jhosh, Dr. Nalinakshya 
fianyal, Mr. Sibnatli Banerjee, Kumar Debeudialal Khan and Mr. Kamal 
Krishna Boy. 

Before the proceedings commenced the ‘ Baudem ataran” in tlie form recommended 
by the Working Committee was sung As the last strain of the song died away. 
IVir. Qohtnda Roy^ Chairman of the Ki'ceplion Committee, rose amidst eheeis to 

deliver his address Sj Rov, in the course of Ins add less, leferied to the glorious past 
of Mallabhum. After dilating on the pitiable condition of tin* country in general and 
villages in particular, ho stressed tie* acuteness of the iioemployment problem. 

He said that either the zemindery system should be aliolislied or the zeminder 

should be made to live in villages and spend the greatei part of his earnings from 
land on the improvement of villages. Referring to the peasant movement in which 
some Congressmen interested themselves, the speakei urged that the movement 
should be conducted in conformity with the Congiess piogramrne and not in direct 
conflict with it. He urged for carrying on a weanng and tearing campaign for the 
release of prisoners who were confined for their political activities There could be 
no greater oppression, he said than keeping men m detention witliout trial. 

Referring to “Bandomataram” he said that the All-India Congiess Committee had 
deeply hurt the feelings of Bengalis by dociliug to clip the song. 

If they had to fight against British Imperialism, tht^y must strengthen Congress 
in all possible ways. For this, both Hindu and Mahomodan communities must unite 
and pull their combined weight. He then invited Sj. Jatindia Mohan Roy to take 
the chaii. 

Presidential Address 

In the course of his presidential address, Jatindra Mohan Roy said : — 

The Congress was the fountain head of all healthy activities in the country, 
the embodiment of her purest hopes and aspirations The number of workeis 
was limited, but they had no flower strewn path to trea*! ; having to face on the 
one hand buroauoratio repression, on the otlmr the callous indilTt-'ronce of the society 
to the service of which they had devoted themselves. Those who died in the fulness 
of years, having achieved something in this world in the midst of their friends 
and relatives had some consolation when death overtook them. Even those 
who spurned fame chose their sphere of work within the narraw confines of the 
village-life, away from public gaze and do'd surely and inevitably of poverty and 
privations prematuro/y, had some faint consolation, when they breathed their last — 
for they died freemen. Bat what of those who dnvrn to despair by the shadowing 
of police spies even when out of hiil, had committed suicide or or those who bad 
died while imprisoned without trial or made their exit with all promises unfulfilled 
being unable to bear the stiain of an absconder’s life. No words of coudolonoe 
uttered in a public meeting could pay adequate tribute to their memory. 

The object of all these people was to rescue the country from the abject state in 
which she had fallen. In this country everv year di'i people out of a thousand died of 
malaiia, because 600 out of a thousand could not have two full meals a day. la the 
whole uountiy on an average a man could consume only 26 totals of food and gram 
per day. After the War the Indian peasant produced Rs. 22 worth of crop per head 
per annum. Quo-fourth of it wout to meet taxes, rent, interest and another one* 
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fourth was required to meet tlie expenses of production and of the remaining Rs. 11, 
his monthly share was only 14 annas 8 pies, out of which ho must feed and clothe 
himself. When the state of the country was such every year 73 crores of rupees 
was drained out of India to England, which constituted tho income of the peasantry 
for two months. In a peasant family there were six people on an average. The 
total burden of rent on these six people was Rs. 187 or Rs. 31 per head. 

The population of the country during the last 25 years had increased at tho rate 
of 200 per thousand. Except in some negligible parts of a few towns eveivwhere 
poor Ignorant people wore multiplying themselves thoughtlessly at a rapid space. 
Even the intelligent of those people had no compunction to procroat(3 off-spring for 
whom they could not even supply the bare necessities of life. These people had to 
depend for their sustenance on an oid and archaic system of cultivation of the land. 
What endless strifes these lands gave rise to ! What a prolific souice of litigation, 
fcud.s in village politics they were, in tho pursuit of which, how often caste and 
communal labels were cut across ' The ties of caste or community came into evidence 
when one was given in marriage or one had to be ( remated or buried. But real 
attachment or regard for religion was seldom met with Very few showed the simple 
sense of right aud wrong or led a truely religious fife. As regards the bouruls of 
knowledge of the average man of tho country, not to speak of women, even 99 per 
cent villagers did not know anything ra>ie than names of nearbv market places. 
Seven per cent, of them wers literate and that literacy in most cases did not go 
beyond putting down one’s signature Even the geographical knowh-dgo of village 
headmen did not travel beyond Calcutta Thev might have heard of England in con- 
nection with litigation but weie absolutely ignoiant of the relation between the two 
countries. 

Even tho very few of literate people knew tho exact strength of England and 
India, their number of population, what made England domineer over India and what 
tho conti iliution of Indians was to tho strength of England ! Not to speak of active- 
ly opposing England, very few had any i(i<*a to what pliglit England would be re- 
duced if Indians merely held off their hands ! 

Even the majority of the newspaper reading public did not bestow any thought 
on It. Those who were known as ^Bhadralogs’ weie m the forefiont of every kind of 
activities in the country. Hut from the habit of bowing to every kind of rule, fiom 
Hiabinanical to English, thev had got ingiainod in them tho tendency to kneel 
bi^fore power. In an evil hour they got into their head that labour entailed loss of 
dignity. So most of these people led a parasitic life, living on the labouis of woikers 
and peasants. But it must bo said to their ciedit that ihe country owed it to them 
whatever w'orthy theie w’as still in the countiy. The contributions and sacrifices of 
people of this class filed glorious pages of the history of India of the present time 
and constituted a silver lining in the darkness which seemed to envelop the 
future of the countiy. But they were handful in number. A few of them were 
tiying to bring about the freedom of tho countiy through the Congress. But they 
mot with greatest ofiposition from their own people who seemed to think that 
they would thrive better on the ignorance of the people of the country. A 
section of the educated of this class were responsible for all the differences and 
quairels which embittered the relations of the different castes of the Hindus and 
w’hich pat obstacles in tho w'ay of Hindus becoming a united and close-knit community. 

At the roots of the present Hindu Moslem differences also w’ero the educated 
’bhadralogb’ of the tw^o communities. The most depressing feature of the svtuat on 
was that the most talented of them were recruited to the soivico of the 
bureaucracy. 

The principal cause of the sad state of the countiy was political dependence. 

The Congiess sought to biing it to an end. A section of Congress workers were 

still in jail detained without trial. Even those who had been triei, had been con- 
victed under the new rules of the Oidinance. Their ciies arising out of tho mal- 
treatment received w’ero leachmg tho country from behind the walls of tho prisons. 
The Ignoiant mass of the country did not even know that the people who tried to 
improve their lot weie thus dying by inclios. And the pity of it was that a band 
of self-seeking people who entered the Jegislature on tho strength of the 
votes of the general mass were lending their support to these persecutions. 

The bureaucracy had ignored the protests of the Congress and the endeavours of 

Mahatma in this behalf. 
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In reply to this treatment Mahatma preached his non-co-operation gospel. 
At that time he was an incarnation in the eyes of the common people and the 
educated section held him in greatest respect and esteem for having raised the 
credit of India in the world affairs. But what response did the country give to his 
appeal ? They contiibutod aftoi great effbit 1 crore of rupees. But he did not get 
even 14 thousand selfless woikers, far less 14 lakhs. No doubt duiing the last 17 
or 18 years, the country had made some progress, but still the bureauciacy 
held poor opinion of the strength of the people. 

The middle class felt most strongly the humiliation of political dependence. 
But the bureaucracy knew full well the stiength of that feeling. They knew 
full well the pioportiou of the daily earnings of a talkie show in a town and the 
income of its Congress Committee out of membership subscription. Talkies thrived 
on the support of the middle class It was all bunkum that the middle class had no 
money. They had no moin^y wlu'n Congress hal to be supportoi Tliore were 
many things from which the bureaucracy could infer that the attachment of the 
people for the Congiess was not yet very strong, Tlio middle class were the 
most politically forward section of the people and this class still foimed the mainstay 
m all administrative deparrmeuta of the bureau -racy. 

The majority of the iich people of the couiui y looked upt>n the Government as 
their groat shelter uiuIim whose protecting wings thry could enjoy with ease 
all the good things of life W'hich thoir money could puKliase. Ho most of them 
did not look u[)on with favour the activities of the Congress which pitted 
itself against the Government. The other day the Government within a short 
time secured a loan of Rs 27 cioies for the raoie asking The rich who could 
lend money helievoJ tliat this sNstem of (ioveinraent was permanent and from 
the fact of lending then money the (ic'siio for making it permanent became 
all the more stionger. 

As regal ds the mass of the poojjle they wore steepoJ in ignoiance and 

poveity The Cong! ess had hi ought the message of Independence to a few of 
them But they liad no clear idea of what this meant Thry did not uiidoi stand 
if and how indopenJonco w’ould bung about anndioiation of thtMi matciial 

condition. They saw lound tliem the noh growing, nchei millownors and traders 
piling up money while they w'oro being crushed dow'n by the mci easing 
weight of debt. What appeal "had ‘Swadeshi’ for them ? What hopes could bo laised 
m thorn by talks of indepeudeuco V 

Sj Roy appealed to lealois to use all thoir influence to persuade these bright 
youngmon, at least those whose f.imily ciicurnstan’es allowed them to do it, to 

settle down to village woik. Eveiy villag.i in India should liave several whole-time 

woikeis who would cairy the message of the t^ongre.ss to the vil'agos. 

In Bengal Congress workers had been supplied mainly by three classp.s of caste 
nindiis— Brahman, Kayastha and V<iidyas. The contnhutioii of the Mahomedar^s, 
judging by their iiumciical number lia<I been meagre. Bat times wert not far 
distant when woikers would spiing up fiom other classes as well AKeady there 
were signs of stiiriug in thorn. Tho number of Congiess wuik-os trom among 
Mahomedaus, notwithstanding the opposition of men of influence in the community 
was rising. One need not go to cite iiistai’cc.-^ for thc-^o to tho North- VVe.st Frontiers. 
Bengali Malioraedan youngmon had counted piisoii and ti anspoi tatiou hand in hand 
with their Hindu brotlitirs. Tiieie were mstauccs whore Bengali Mahomedaus had 
embraced poverty to devote thorasolves to Congress work. Thoir number was not 
yet many, but to*-day or to-morrow others must follow suit. 

Proceeding Sj. Roy uttered a warning to the rich to do their best to bridge the 
gulf which sepaiatod them from the poor. All tho woild over this class struggle 
between the rich and the poor was going on. If tho rich in this country took heed 
in time they would be able to spare the country the pangs of a violent revolution. 

Referring to class struggles in other countries, Sj. Roy said democratic elements 
in Hpain and China were finding it difficult to maintain their position owing to 
piematuro trial of strength. China was more progressive than India. It would take 
time for India to bring herself to the position of Chiua, far less of Russia. Indisci- 
plined sentimental effusions would not cany them far. 

The Award was a part and {laiccl of a sham constitution which was imposed 
on India and engendered quarrels, federation and struggles for the loaves and fishes 
of office. They wanted full independence which had no room for bureaucracy and 
with the disappearance of Bureaucracy would vanish all abuses including the 
Communal Award, 
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Referring to the controversy regarding “Bando Mataram”, Sj. Roy said that as a 
vehicle for the expression of patriotic sentiment it had no equal, No one thought 
that any objection could be raised against it as national song except its length. But 
objection had now been raised on other grounds. For the sake of unity this objec- 
tion had got to bo accommodated. For the eradication of bigotry they had to look to 
the cleansing process of education. 

Referring to communal differences the speaker said that they were much 
exaggerated by uihan people. Tiiey woio not of such magnitude as tli(‘\ were 
thought to be. Speaking from the PXf>eiionces of his own life ho did not believe 
that there weie greater diff(3ierices between Hindus and Mahomedans than what 
subsisted between the diffeient branches of the Hindu cornraiinity. He believed that 
Hindus and Mahomedans of Bengal with all their stiengtli and foibles we:e alike. 

Conr hiding lie said that the country was sure to attain independence. The world 
histoiy encouraged this hope. He had no piogramme to give. 

Socond Day — Bishnupur — 30th January 1938 

CoN’STITUEXT ASSEMBLY 

The Confen'nco re-asserahleii on the next day to discuss resolutirms. The reso- 
lution on the Constituent Assembly ran thus . — 

“Ignoring ahsolutelv the put)lic opinion, the Biit^li Government have set up so- 
called PfoviMcia! Autonomy. Tins Omference piotosts agmist tlie effoits that are 
bcMig made to impose ovei and above it the pioposed roar tionary Federal Constitution 
and requests all Crngios^) orgauis itions, public and Jegislatui es, to work so lh.it the 
scheme cannot bo eartiei into effect. 

“Indians are best fitted to fiarae thcr own constitution The Confoience requests 
our countrymen to fiamc the future constitution of InJ-a on the basis of adult 
franchise.” 

Sj. Narcndra Narayan Chakravarty^ M l a , moving the resolution on Federation, 
said that tlieie was no dearth of reactionaiies in Congress itself, as Mr. Satyamurthi 
was advocating Fededertion. lie warned eveiy institution in India against the dan- 
ger of a Ferleration and suggested starting of a oountrvwjde agitation against the 
scheme. The Congress must come into direct contliot with Goveinment when Federa- 
tion would be sought to he lotiodiiced. 

Agitation should also he carrieil in the Imlian Slates, for they would provide the 
major levcnue of tlie Fedeial Government. Woikeis must awaken the people to the 
nei'esssity of formation of the Constituent Assembly. 

Sj. Gunada Mazumder sought to introduce an amendment to the effect that agi- 
tation against Fedeianon should b© earned in Indian States and piovmoes and sug- 
gesting that no Constituent Assembly could be foimed before the total dostruclion of 
Irapenalism. With that view the Congiess C-.iramitteo should woik in cooperation 
with anti-Imperialist oi gani ations. The Congress could make impossible the inau- 
guration of F'ederatiou wntli the help of Indian States alone. The Constituent 
Assembly could be foimed only when Biitish domination fiom the country would 
disapiiear. Unless the people have power they cannot form the Constituent Assembly. 
Pandit Jawahailal Nehru had made it clear that unless there \vas sanction behind 
its formation of that body it would be sheer madness. 

Moving an amendment Sj. Sudkindra Pravmnik said that only through an uncom- 
promising fight with British Impenalism the Constituent ^ssorahly could be formed 
with adult fianchise. He suggested the formation of a paiallel State within the 
fiame of the Congress— a State within State. Only then the Constituent Assembly 
can come in. 

At this stage Mr. M. N, Roy was requested to speak on the resolution. 
He said : “By obseiving events in this Conference I gather that there are throe 
main important problems before this Conference, and these are problems 
not. only for Bengal, but problems which must come before the next 
session of Congress and they must be tackled and solved for strengthening 
our struggle for freedom. 

“Fiistly, our attitude towards Federation and in that connection arises the 
question of the Constituent Assembly. And secondly comes the question of mass 
contact. This question w'as placed befoio the countiy already in the Lucknow 
Congress. But until now various opinions have been expressed regaiding the establish- 
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ment of mass contact. The third question which mav bo considered peculiar to 
Bengal is the question of detenus and political prisoners.” 

Continuing, the speaker emphasised with regaid to tlie Gist point about Federation 
that in order to put into practice the resolution on this point the A. I. C. C. and 
Congress can take the leaa, The resolution was nothing more than a repetition of 
the resolution passed by the A. I. C C. lie believed that they should not be satisfied 
w'ith the passing of the resolution. They must have a plan of action and enforce 
their demand. He hoped that the next session of the C'ongress would discuss the 
question, and leaders would give them a concrete plan of action and the way to 
enforce that plan into practice. 

Proceeding, Mr. Roy pointed out that the Constituent Assembly was not a Parlia- 
ment, hut an organisation created by the people of a paiticiilar country for the 
single act to meet only once, that was to lay down the constitution of th»3 coiintiy. 
It was created by the people involvL'd in a struggle as an instrument through which 
power was cajituied. If tuey could captuie power they would have Parliament. If 
Indians wanted to capture power thev must create an orgauisation which would 
snatch power from the established State. 

Everybody must come to tlie conclusion that the Congn ss was the only single 
organis ition m the country for the pnipose. The history .tf revolution made it 
definitely clear that before power etruld be captured from tlie State a parallel State 
had to ariso within tho Slate. 'When Congress liad become represruifative of tiro 
eutiio oppressed and exploited masses of India and only when it would have the 
sarietion of tho organised masses behind it, then ttie Congrtss would be morally 

entitled and would actually bo in a position to der iare itself as the onlv represen- 

tative of the people of India and as such would have power to frame the constitu- 
tion for the country. If they could visualise this, then they should see that the 
local Congress Committees become the key ])OSition in the position in tho country. 
These must come in contact in tho day to day life of tlio masst*s. 

Dwelling on mass contact, Mr. Roy said if Congress was to rely on the people 

in the struggle against Imperialism, Congress must take the peasant classes in it. 
Whatever might ne their potentialities workers become a negligible factor, because evun 
’’f they stayed out of Congress that would not affect the struggle against Imponalism, 
The vital problem before the Congress was not only how to have contact with tho 
peasantry hut to win their confidence In tho struggle for freedom. 

8j Ounada Mazumder's amendment being lost the resolution was passed. 

Congress Differences 

A resolution was moved by Dr. Suresh Banerjee^ which pointed out the existence 
of disagreement among Bengal Congressmen and authorised Hj. Subhash Chandra 
Bose to form an executive of the Is. F. C. C. next year in consultation wuth leaders 
and groups Sj. Pramatha Banerjee, seconding tho resolution, brought ceitair charges 
against Congressmen which were objected to by Kajknmar Chakra varty Opposing, 
Bankim Mukherjeo held that acceptance of tho resoliuion would kili the V' ry spirit 
of democracy. Unity was necessary for the programme of action, unity among 
individuals being of secondary consideration. 

Resolution on China. 

The resolution on China was moved by Sj. Bemanta Bose, who said that political 
consciousness had been downed In India which however was powerless to help China, 
but they could express their sympathy in their hour of ordeal. Congiess had 
begun to fight against Impf*riali.sm and should extend its sympathy wherever such 
a fight would occur. The resolution was seconded by Sj. Atul Kumar., 
who said that although India itself was a slave country, she could help China by 
boycotting Japanese goods which were being dumped nere. By that means China 
would be indirectly helped. Opposing the resolution, Sj. Benoy Ohose enquired 
w’hy they were going to boycott goods of Impel ialist Japan and not goods of Britain 
who were not less Imperialist. 

Frontier Policy Condemned 

Dr. Prnfulla Ohose next moved the following rrsolntlon : “This Conferencf3 
strongly condemns the action of the India Government in tin owing bombs on villagei«> 
in the*N. W. F. Provinces and protest agains “the Forward policy” of the Gov- 
ernment which the Conference regards as responsible for the unrest in tho Pioviuce. 
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Moving the !e55olution Dr Ghosh criticised the Frontier policy of the Government 
and pointed out that policy was responsible for the Frontier unVest. The resolution 
was seconded by Sj. Khagen Das Gupta of Jalpaigiiri and passed. 

Resolution on Zanziber 

The resolution on Zanzibar was moved by 8j. Ounada Mazumdar^ who said that 
Indians had no remedy against the grievance of Zanzibar Indians, but they could 
stop tho ti ado between Zanzibar and India which would to some extent remedy 
the grievance. Indians thcio were fighting for riglits and privileges which must 
have our sympathy. Zanzibar cloves must bo boycotted and labouiers be requested 
not to unload cloves. The lesolution was seconded by Sj. Basanta Muraika and 
was passed. 

Other Resolutions 

Sj. Sibanath Banerjce^ M. l. a. moving the next resolution on the capture of 
local bodies bv Congress observed that Congress should extend its activities to local 
bodies, not being content with legislatuies. Those institutions are exploited by 
reactionaries. 

Sj. Kamtnt Kanta Ganguly put an amendment suggesting that Congress workers 
should be helped by leaders in this woik, which was uuanimously accepted. The reso- 
lution as amended was passed unanimously. 

8j. AmiiLya Ckandia moved a lesolution on tho assessment of Chowkidari tax 
which ran thus : 

“There is loasou to behove tliat throughout Bengal Chowkidari tax is not 
assessed on road income and at some places the tax is assessed on imaginaiy 
incomes. 

“This Confeienco draws the attention. of tho authorities of the district and primary 
f^longiess Committees to act and lequests them to tiy to assess true income of every 
class of people in thou lespective l'*calities aftei deducting exponliture on trade and 
agMculture and loinedv through legitimate means any injustice committed in assess- 
ing Cliowkidaii tax The Coiifoienoe condemns against loalisation of village police 
tax by Government ” 

Tho resolution was, however, passed. 

_ 8j. Ounada Mazumder s resolution on the Damodar Canal expressed sympathy 
with tlie people of area caiiymg agitation against the imposition of tax and opined that 
provisional aci’optanco bv the lleiigal Goveuimout of the tax of Rs. 3 per acre was 
uusatisfaotoiy. Tho lesolutiou was parsed. 

The resolution on the C.ilcjutta Coipoiation, put by Dr. Prafulla Ohose^ evoked 
some opposition. While pointing the iii'smanagomont m the Corporation, the resolu- 
tion authorised Sj. Sulihas Chandra B »se to reoigmiso the Congress Municipal 
Association m accordance with ideal, wuth power, if ne essaiy, to dissolve the 
Association. 

Opposing Dr. Nalinaksha Sunyal held it not advisable to pass such a resolution 
at tho time of political eiisus when the tkabinet was tiMiig to cut tail tho rights of 
tho Corporation. That action would be cooperation witli the ministiy, which was 
refuted by yj. Subhas Cliandia Huso The lesolutiun was passed. 

Tho resolution of 8j. Mohitn Das for the lemoval of the ban on Midnapore and 
other organisations was accepted without di.ssent. 

Tho introduction of an amendment by Sj. Ntharendti Dutta Mazumder^ m. l. a., to 
tho resolution on mass contact was accepttvl after a great deal of coutroveisy. The 
amendment provided that Congiess should woik in co-opeiation with Kisau Sabha 
believing in Congress principles. 

Two resolutions recommending fixation of the jute price and revival of local 
cottage industries moved ft ora the chair weie accepted. 

The resolution condoling the death *of llaiendia Munshi in Dacca ^‘a^\ was accented 
all standing to silence. Messages from 8]S. Sarat Chandra Bose and Haran Gnosh 
Chowdhury wishing success of the Confeieuce woie read. 
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The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference 


Opening Day — Batlagundu — 16th January 1938 

The Welcome Addrett 

The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference met at Batlagundn on the 16tli January 
1938 under the presidency of Mr. C. N. Muthuranga MudaUar : — 

Mr. Mattarai R. S. Venkataram Atyar^ Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, in welcoming the delegates, at first referred to the historical 
importance of Batlagundu, and dwelt at length on the national stmggle carried 
on by the Congress for the last fifteen years. He exhorted them to remember that 
there was no ofilTerences of opinion regarding the object in view though there might 
be differences as regaids the method to bo adopted for iea<*liinf' the goal of Parana 
Swaraj. Congress representatives, ho continued, had now taken up office and wore 
trying to fulfil the pledges given to the electorates. It was the duty of all (Congress- 
men to support the Ministry in all the measuies that might be brought forwaid for 
the amelioration of the condition of the masses. They must also follow the advice of 
their leaders to pi event Federation. 

It would be wise, the speakei added, on their part to adjust their plan of work 
for achieving Swaraj in the light of the present woild-sitiiatiou, though their national 
struggle did not depend on any world wai As then struggle was based on the prin- 
ciple of non-violence, it could be conducted as they chose unlike the wais of vio- 
lence in other countries. Mr. Atyar concluded his aldress with an ajieal to them 
not to allow any differences in thoir ranks as this would lead to disunity. 

The Presidential Address 

Mr. C, N. Muthuranga Mudaliar^ in the course of his presidential a Idress, thanked 
the various district committees for electing him unanimously president of the Con- 
ference. “We are met to-day”, lie sa d, “on an impoitant occasion. We must find out 
ways to attain complete independence, which is our goal. Wc must at all costs pre- 
vent the imposition by the British Government of the Federation, which will surely 
stand in the way of our attaining our goal of Puma Swaraj. We must co-opeiat'e 
with tlie Congress Ministries in all their effoits to attain our end. 1 hope you will 
consider these important issues and come to satisfactoiy conclusions” 

The President then thanked the electorate of the piovince for their whole-hearted 
support to the Congress during the last elections to tlie Icgislatuio'-i ]1 h a’so refeiied 
to the circumstances which led to the (Jongioss taking up office in m\ provinces 
He next pointed out the achievements of the Congress Mimstiy lu Madias during the 
short period they were in office and said that the aiiniuistjatioii had infused courage 
and a new hope in the minds of the people. 

The passing of an Act to encourage bandloom industry, tlnj int oduction of Prohi- 
bition in the face of financial difficulties, and the determination to bring in a measure 
to relieve the huge indebtedness of the ryots, all sliowed that the Congress Ministry 
had before them pre-eminently the interests of the people at large at heart. The Mini- 
stry had before them other proposals to ameliorate the conditions of the poor masses 
and it was the duty of the people to lend their wholo-heaited support aud co-opera- 
tion to the Government. 

The cry to reduce the land tax was insistent and in the speakei 's opinion a reduc- 
tion of nearly fifty per cent was quite justifiable in the present circumstauces. But 
before recommending such a proposal, the Conference should recognise the difficulties 
and responsibilities of the (jovernmont. Some contend that debt relief and prohibition 
conld wait for some time and that the reduction of the land revenue burden was most 
urgent. But he would not agiee with them. Prohibition also helped to reduce the 
burden of the masses and the relief to agricultural indebtedness was also important. 

Referring to the Madras Agriculturists Debt Relief Bill, Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
said that those who criticised the measure must first of all uuderstand the underlv- 
ing motive with which the measure was brought up. The .present position of tne 
ryots was highly deplorable. The burden of debt and of arrears of rent was so heavy 
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that they could not lift their heads up and unless 'Something substantial was done, 
they would be hopelessly ruined. The Select Committee which examined the Bill, 
had removed certain anomalies and difficulties and had put in certain amendments 
which would make the Bill acceptable to all. The provision regarding interest on 
loans borrowed after 1st Octobers 1932 gave some benefit to the creditors. If, it was 
again contended, that if a few persons were placed at a disadvantage, he would say 
that in the interests of a large majority on whom the Bill conferred inestimable bene- 
fits, the few should be prepared to make some sacrifices. How were the creditors 
going to collect liifir full dues when the people wore unable to pay even the interest 
on the principals they had borrowed ? Tho few must again remember that the 
Government was piepared to forego 4 crores a year on account of their prohibition 
programme 

Some others contended that it was not enough to reduce the arrears but that the 
Government should provide facilities for ciodit by tho establishment of more co- 
operative credit societies and by offering easy terms of repayment. But he thought 
that it would not be fair to expect such things in the present measure. Therefore 
ho hoped that tho Conference would give its hearty support to the Government and 
he personally wishol to convey the gratitude of tho people to the Madras Govern- 
ment, and particulaiy to Mr. 6\ Rajagopalachartar^ fhe Prime Minister, for piloting 
such a beneficial measure. 

The President next welcomed tho proposal to revise the scales of pay to the 
Government (tfficials. It was a well-known fact that the salaries given in the country 
were thoroughly inconsistent with the paying capacity of the people. Ho personally 
believed that in order to further ecouomibe, they must have further reductions. He 
would suggest a reduction of by about 2 and a half per cent in the salaries of 
officials drawing more than Rs. 50 per month and that there should be no official 
in the Presidency drawing a salary of more than Ks 1,000 per mensem. Considering 
the poverty of the country, oven officials drawing lesser salaries must be prepared 
to make some sacnfices. Ho also hoped that those who were at present drawing fat 
salaries would respond to the app‘*al made by the Premier to have voluntary cuts 
in thoir salaries He also hoped that tho Government, in order to lelieve unem- 
ploymo it, would amend the rules relating to pension and make it obligatory for 
all those who had either put in 25 years’ service or who had reached the age of 
fifty, to retire. 

The Piosident went on to say that he could not agree with those who wholly 

opposed tho imposition of new taxes in any manner. If the Government were 

expected to piovide all amenities to tho people and with their policy of prohibition 

for the amelioration of the masses, they must find out new sources 

of revenue and ho hoped that the Government wore consideiing the ways and means 
of augmenting their levenue The people must bo prepa^-ed to pay such additional 
taxes as might bo levied by tho Government consistent with the geneial principle 
that only those who were capable of paving would be taxed. 

Mr Mudaliar welcomed the proposal to introduce Hindi in their schools and he 
believed that it would not at all affect the development of tho vernaculars in the 
piovince. 'Phe reoiganisation of local self-goveining bodies, the encouragement of 
cottage industiies and amelioiation of the conditions of the flanjans and the 
throwing open of public temples to them were some of the other items of work 
which tho (.lovernment should undertake in the near future. 

“In our enthusiasm to suppoit the Provincial Congress Government,'’ the President 
went on to say “wo must not forgot the larger struggle for complete freedom for 
the country. "\Ve can hoist National Flags m municipal and district board buildings 
but we could not do it in Government buildings where the Union Jack is still Hying. 

The Bntish Government is determined to impose on us’ tho Federation, which 
the whole country has rejected. They will be fighting us from the centre and we 
must cairy on the struggle. In this struggle between the Government and the 
Indian nation, it will be wi.se on tho pait of the rulers of Indian States not to 
interfere. If, on the other hand, they interfered, wo must fight them also. How 
we should proceed with the struggle against Federation will be considered by the 
Indian National Congress and it is our duty to co-operate with the Congress in this 
direction. 1 recognise that we must capture the legislatures even under the 
Federation scheme. But we must boycott the dyarchy that will ensue. There was a 
lot of difference between taking up office in provinces and in the Federation. There- 
fore we must be very careful m what we decide about the Federation and I hope 
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this Conference will seriously consider the situation and make its i ecommendation on 
the matter. 

‘‘We must cany on an intensive agitation against Federation all over tho country 
and I am suie will succeed. In cairying on flic struggle wo want the united 
strength of the nation and I appeal to all ray countrymen to be united Lot us not 
at this critical period in the history of our stiugglo for freedom wrangle over petty 
communal dififerences. 

J would also aiipoal to tho Congressmen to forg<>t all the small difTerencos existing 
among them. I will appeal, especially to^ the Socialist gioup in tho Congiess, not 
to make much of tlie difTerencos and join the elToits of the t’ongress to cairy on 
its struggle. I will commend to them the great example of oiii l^icsidt'nt, Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru, who though he vtdiemently opposed odice accept ince at li.st, 
accepted the decision of the raajoiity and woiked wliole-heai tedly WMtli the Oongiess 
and did not pi ess his ohj(3ctions. None will question the sincerity of (Congressmen 
and one should view WMth sympathy every action taken by the Congress (loviu nments 
in their endeavour to reach the goal We should not nick up pai ticular actions of 
the Government and criticise tliem for it. In unity lies oui strength and I once 
again appeal to one and all to bo united. 

“We must hereafter strengthen tho Congress organisations to mitko th“m powcfiil 
agencies for achieving oui end. In oui endeavour to coptine local bodies w'o must 
bo guided by motive of service. I legiet very much tho small misiindcrstaudiugs 
and conflicts that had taken place dining tho elections and I Impe that in thefutuio 
such things will not occur. 

“Tho Congress is determined to capture all hotlies and coiircst in all foithcorning 
elections. 1 am awaie of cases of coiiiiption tvistiug in eeitani local hodo's Hut 
mv faith in tho Congiess, as tho only oiganisation whu li will tuid tlie comiptions, is 
still strong and 1 have oveiy oonfiJouco that in the future we will succeed. 


Second Day — Batlagundu — 17th- January 1938 

Proceeding! and Resolutions 

The Conference re.sumed its se.ssions on the next dav, the 17 th. January, to 

consider the draft resolutions placed hefoie it by tho Siiiij*‘cts Cornmilteo 

The resolution of condolence on the death of Mrs. Mofilal Nehiu, Sir J. C. 
Bose, Mr. T. Admaravana Chotti and othei Coiigi eshineii wdio liad passed 

awav since tlie last Confeience, was camel, all standing A resolution praimg 

for early restoration to health of Mahatma (iandhi and Mi. .'Satyamuiti was also 
passed. 

Mr. T. S. Avanashthngam Ch'dti moved the Debt Rflief Ihll resolution as 

pa.ssed by the Subjects Committee and said tliat the Coufeieiic o should 

signify its wholelit'aited appioval to the Bill. 

Mr. L. Krishnnswanii Bharati seconded tho resolution and sai l ioat tho 

Bill was the lesult of jiledges given hv the Congiess dining oKct.ons, The 

condition of agncultuiisfs was most deplorable and Ins Jhll aimed at giving 
some measure of iiigent lelief. The lesolutiou was jias'^ed with acclama’ion. 

The next lesoiution was moved by Mr. N Annamalii PtLlm and it 

welcomed Piohibition leguslaiioii and uiged the provinee to pieparo for fuithor 
rapid extension of the icfoim. Seconded by Mi.s. Veiikalakshrai Arnmal, the 
resolution was passed. 

Mr. C. P Subbiah moved a resolution congiatulating tho Ministiy and ex- 

pressing confidence in thorn. Madias to-day led the le.st of India and in six 
months had achieved what others could not achieve even after years The 

Ministry was, he said, strengtheuing tho country and preparing tho masses 

for India’s struggle. 

Air. liamamurti said that many of Ministry’s acts wore worthy of congra- 
tulation and they certainly enjoyed popular confidence. Tlie resolution was 

carried unanimously. 

Mr. A. Vedaratnam moved the resolution rogaiding tho Wardha scheme 

and Mr. S. Ramanathan seconded it. lie said that the matter was vital to 

the couutiy. Explaining the Waidha scheme, ho said its features were that 

education should be through the mother-tongue, should be correlated to daily 

life and centre round a vocation and be compulsory for seven yeais. Under 
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the scheme, education was linked to vocation and villa'^es, ho hoped, would 
vie with one another to give effect thereto without waiting for lead fiom 

the (loverumont who necessarily miglit have to take time. 

After some discussion, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. M. Vaktavatsalam moved a resolution for compulsory constitution of 
paucliayats in each village with powers of taxation in casti oi suivice, to he 
in chaigo of communications, education, health, etc , to I’ave a share in 
education and loal cesses and village ofliccjs to he responsible to tbora. 

Ho said that the oliief difficulty in abolishing the D.stiict Uoaids was that 
panchayats wmro not yet aide to undcitaki* w’oik. Pan(*ha\ats for each 

village’ in charge of functions assisted hy village officeis would he piactioal. 

Mis Ljakahnit S'nikiira Aiyar seconded tlie motion and said that the sooner 
the Distiict Hoaids were abolished, the better. 

The n-solution w'as eventually aei'epted by the Confcionce, 

The Confeieiice ne.xt adopted a resolution moved hy Mr, Sanatanam and 
seconded hy Mr Llbcidulla Saheb legaiding tlio abolition of Distiict Jioaids 
witii a vijw to ending duplication and constitution of Advisory Boaids to 

look aftei policing, tax collection etc. 

Thicd Day — Batalagundu — 18th January 1938 

At its concluding S’ttiiig to-day, the Ooiifeieuco adoptcl the Bubjpcts 
Coiarnitlee lesohuions regai liug temfde-cuti v, opposition to Fedeiatiou, lehef 
to tillers of the soil and conijiuKuiy teaching of Hindi. 

'I'lie bon l)i. Suhhutoi/'in. supporting the lesolution on Hindi, said that 
the fiist three fonui w^eie the most suit.ihlo peiiod in the school course 
for the study of Hituli and point* i out that Hindi wMuld not retard the 
giowth of tlic motlici tongue and would not over-buideu pupils. 

The lesoluiiou was eventually earned unauimousl\. 

The Cmfeionee also consuieied a lesolution for abolishing the zamindary 
system, if necessary, with compensation and if it be impossible, immediately 
to h\ a lent in zamindaiies coiie^ponding to the assessment in the neighbouiing 
i}otwaii lauds. 


Berar Congress Political Conference 

Third Session— Shendurjana—Sth. February 1938 

The third session of the Berar Pongross Political Conference commenced at 
Shendin jail i on the 5th February 1938 amid'it scenes of gieat enttiusiasrn, neaily 
8,U(X) attending. Mr, Omigadkar Rao Deshpande presided. 

Prominent among tho'*© piesent were the hon Hr. N. B Kfiare^ Premier of the 
O P,the hou Ml. GoU’y the hon Mr. Deshmukh (Mimsteis) and Mr. Brijlal 
Btyam^ raembei of the Council of State The ll ig-salutatiou ceiemoiiv was perfoimed 
by t)ie Premier while Mr Safat Chandra Bose inaugurated tlie ' onforence. 

In the couise of his inaugural aldress,*Mr. Sarat Chandra Bo'fc trace 1 the con.s- 
titutional history of Berar and fioiiited out how despite the effoits of the last 80 
years, the position of Berar was anorailous in several lespeets He also urged that 
country-wide agitation should bo stalled to secuie the release of all politicals 
without making any distinction between detenus and convicts. 

IJiging the unconditional and immediate release of all political prisoners and 
detenus, Mr. Bose aigued that Piovincial Autonomy was futile without it. Ho 
pleaded for political appoasorneut. particulaiy m view of the prisonors’ affirmation of 
change of faith. ‘‘Much as one wishes that political conflicts were settled without 
recourse to violence, it must be admitted soi row fully that the world had not yet 
abjured the arbitrament of force and iu this clash, violence is the weapon not of 



406 THE PUNJAB PROVINCIAL POLITICAL CONFERENCE [madina- 

the weaker party alone. To continue to pursue weaker opponents is only an act 
of vindictiveness, not of statesmanship. When the opponent laid down arms it is 
for the state to do likewise.” 

Mr. JVaman Jiao Josht^ President of the Reception Committee, weloominf? the 
delegates, said that India could never co-operate with Great Britain as long as the 
latter did not concede India’s right for self-deteimination. 

Mr. Qangadhar Rao Deshpande, in the course of his presidential address, 
reiterated India’s opposition to the now constitution which was not of India's making, 
lie deprecated the attempts to stir up uniest among the peasants and workeis as 
it weakened the Congress Ministry’s efforts to displace the Act. The Congress, he 
added, believed in bringing about a ch<ange of heart in the various conflicting elements. 
Federation was a masterpiece of England’s effoits to keep India in perpetual bondage 
and must be resisted at all costs. Depleting that the constructive programme of 
the Congress had fallen to the background in recent months, the spoakor urged the 
people to take to the use of Khadi and eradicate the dunk habit. 

Mr. Nehru’s Atueal 

“If we all muster our forces, the British Oovernraent will bo unable to launch 
the Federation. I doubt whether tlio proposed FcJeiation will ever come off, but I 
have no doubt that if it comes, the nation will resist it at all costs”, said Mr. 
Jawharlal Nehru, addressing a gathering of about 19,000 peasants at Shouduijana 
on the next day, the 7th. February. 

The Congtess President said tiiat the •Congress wanted to establish a democratic 
state in India and democracy could succeed only if the population took a keen 
inteiest and discussed the vaiious problems confronting the nation and not by blind 
following. Whether or not they liked it, they were living in times of revolution and 
only the pioper appieciation of the vaiious forces at uoik could enable thorn to act 
with courage and disciplirio in times of stress. History was replete with examples 
of (iovernments wiped out of existence, because they could not solve the ma^or 
pioblems confronting them. There was a fundamoutal fiictiou between British 
Irapeiialism and Indian Nationalism and so long as the foimer existed, it was an 
idle hope that the major problems of India which weie independence and hunger, 
could be solved. 

Exhorting the audience to join the Congress in laiger numbers, Mr. Nehru said : 
“No individual or group need bo disappointed because its advice is not accepted by 
the Congress. In an institution so vast, it is inevitable, that some advice should bo 
rejected. On several occasions, the Congress iej(‘ctod my own advice in the past, 
hut 1 did not deseit it in disappointment. That is siirelv not the w^iy of doing 
some big work. A closer study of the world political situation and a stiengthening 
of the Congress organisation will enable India to solve her vaiious problems.” 


Punjab Provincial Political Conference 

Several Congress legislators, including Mr. BhulaOhat Desai, addressed the Punjab 
Piovincial Political Conference which opended its two-day’s session on the 25th. 
March 1938 in village Madina in Rohtak District under the presidentship of Sardar 
Kisan Singh M. L. A. 

Sardar Kisan Singh compared the activities of the Unionist Goveinment in the 
Punjab with those of the Congres Ministnes in other Pioviuce. He also paid a 
homage to Indian exiles who weie living abioad. 

Mr. Bhulabhai Desai dwelt on the powoi of the vote and explained to the audi- 
ence how it afforded them power over the Government. He sa d that in seven out 
of eleven Provinces people had lealised the power of vote with the result that their 
own Goveinment (Congress Government) had been established there. 

Referring to the overthrow of the Ltidayatullah Ministry in Sind, Mr. Desai said 
that though the present Ministry there was not a Congress Ministry, yet it appeared 
to be working on the lines of Congiess Ministries. 

He predicted that within a couple of months Assam wonld also come under the 
Congress. 
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He hoped that some day the remaining two Provinces, namely, Punjab and Bengal 
would realise the strength of the note and have to bend before the public opinion. 
He warned Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan and Mr. Fazlul Huq not to go against the 
wishes of the masses and thus meet the same fate as had befallen the Hidayatullah 
Ministry in Sind. 

Ho advised the audience to join the Congress and to carry on its propaganda thro- 
ughout their Province so that they might be able to form a Congress Ministry in 
the Punjab as well. The formation of Congress Ministry in the Provinces would 
give them power at centre and consequently in all the administrative affairs of the 
oountiy. 


The Utkal Provincial Conference 

Opening Day — Cuttack — Zlst. May 1938 

The Welcome Address 

The session of the Utkal Provincial Conference met at the Municipal Garden, 
Cuttack on the 21sl. May 1938, under the presidency of Sj. (t opahandhu Choudhury, 
Delegates from all the districts of Oiissa and a large nnmber of visitors including 
seveial ladies attended the Conference. Piominent among those present were the 
Hon. Mr. Biswanath Das, the Hon. Mr. Bodhiam Dube, Sj. Harekiishna Mahatab, 
Dr. Ekram Rasool, Mr. S. A, Huq, Mr. Hamf, Mr. Sanfuddm Buali, the hon. Mr. 
Mukunda Piosad I)as, Sj Oodavans Misra, Sj. Jagaunath Das, Sj. Rajknshna Bose, 
Sj. Pyari Saukar lioy, Giiija Bhusan Dutt, Mis. Latika lioy, Mrs. Sarala Devi, 
Mrs. Malati Choudhiiiy, Mrs. Janhavi Debi, Mr. B. Das, M. L. A. (Central) and Sj. 
Nabaknshna Chaudhury. 

The procceodings of the Conference began with the song of “Bande Mataram” 
sung by Sj. Benode Si ikhandara. 

Sj. Bhagirathi Mahapatra^ Chairman of the Reception Committee then welcomed 
the delegates and visitois In the course of his address he said : — 

“To-day on behalf of tins town I greet you all and hope you will be humane to 
p.inloii all our shortcomings in the affair of your leception. 

“The last Political Confeience was lield under the chairmanship of Mr. P. Sarkar 
in 19 12 but the Piesident being put under airest along with othen workeis the said 
Confeience could not be held. For all piactical piii|)oses the sitt.ng of the year 
1929 with iSj. Gopabandhu Choudhuiy in the cdiair should he taken as the last. 

•‘At the very outset 1 pay ray homage to the raaityis of our land duiing the last 
nine yeais. Tne eminent of them was Banchanidhi Mohanti, whose death would 
ever keep the position of a national poet unfilled. 

“During the peiiod uudei review our country steered amidst storms of repression 
by the Biitish Imperialism It is thru.sting on us an unpalatable constitution and we 
have not yet reached our goal. But we are gradually and steadily pursuing our 
ideal of indepoudence. 

“lu 1930 Mahatma Gandhi began his Civil Disobedience movement and our pro- 
vince in its maich for independence kept pace with our raoie advanced sister piovinces. 
That year after the Gandhi-liwin Pact we were prejiared to hold the session of the 
Indian National Congress but GandhijTs arrest shattered our hopes. It is now need- 
less to say how wo wish to have the Indian National Congiess in our province in 
a year or two. lu 1939, ropres.sion reached the boiling point and in 1934 Council 
entry was decided, lu that year Mahatmaji did his pilgrimage in onr province. In 
1936 the new Constitution was again thrust on India and along with six provinces 
we captured the Council to wreck the said Constitution. Another notable event 
during the period was the formation of our New Orissa province. I strongly affirm 
that this amalgamation is fraught with evils and we have lost most important parts 
of national Orissa. 

“The mass awakening in our country can well be judged by 86,000 Congress mem- 
bers enrolled last year and under the able guidance of our able Ministers the people 
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in a voice resented the appointment of Mi. Dain as the Acting? Governor of Orissa 
ami sviccessfuily estabhsiied a iioalthy piecedout that a suboidinato officer should not 
he aopomted as a Governoi \.\ Ivduio. 

“Tins shows tliat pooplo have ht‘en coiiveitcd to the non-violont croed of 
Maliatmaji, the Piopliet of India, and before long wo shall have one moio Glorious 
Revolution in our country. 

“The British Government is trying heart and soul to establisli Federation in our 
country but the Congress will move hc'aveii and eaith to kick it out of the land. 
Wo aie now facing a ciisis and wo shall liavo to lally our rank and tile to win. 
For that wo shall have to oiganiso onisclves. Our village is tlio backhouo of our 
countiy and wo should ondoavoin to omaneipato oui villagis flora ignorance, misery, 
poverty and burden of debt. Wo shall have to reliabilitato our indiisfiial workers. 
We shall have to make legislation in tlrat respect To do all those wo shall liavo to 
form various organisations aftei the Congress ideals. 

‘‘Looking farther wo find hig cluid of war lianging over us Tho present Italian 
conquest of Ethiopia, tho S'lio Japinese ho'.tilines, Geirairiy’s eonqut'st of Austria 
and Its aggression on C/echo-Slovakia umhu-ho teiritoiial aggiamiis-Tmuit and 
occupation of distant maikets. We sliall ho down into the wh.iijDoI of wars ‘,lmt 
we shall take care not to bo mstiumuiital bj tho Bntisli Govci um..:it to the dosti no- 
tion of innocent kingdoms. 

“AVe can novor attain Swaiaj without iion-violeneo and without tiiunendous 
sacrifioes We shall solve our eoininurial question only by saciifi'ong our iiituiests fur 
tho benefit of the minoi st‘ctions 

“To lead ns in these stiuggles I most cortiially gieet Sj (ropibanllm Clioudliury 
and n'spectfully unite liirn to occupy the cliaii I am swoin fio/n now to rendt»r 
whafevei sei vices he demands of me. We as a nation are swoin fiom now to 
follow his guide witliout question and further wo aie swoin to lally uridt‘r his 
banners and lay down our lives at his command, in our muich foi lu lei>'ondeuue.” 

The Presidential Address 

The following is a summary of the presidential addicss, delivered by Sj. 
Oopabandhu Chaudhury 

“For sometime past my esteemed friend Sj. Prankrtshna Pndhiary had boon 
asking mo to accept tho piosidoutship of this confeienco hut I did not agi(*e. Even 
now I could not cloaily undci stand why I camo hero to-day and became its IhesuJimt. 
For tho last 4 or 5 years 1 Jiavo" been woiking in fai off villages. Bunng this 
period 1 kept m^self outside tlio Congress activities allliough I had raamtained iny 
relation and contact with tlio Congress. But ciicurastauoes compelled me to accept 
the presidentship of the Piovincial Congress Committee, 

“I have not come heie oitiiei to lead you or to guide any movement Every one 
is going ahead. I am fully conscious of the fact that 1 caurut keep pace with tliern 
But 1 am glad that at the time of need tho choice of my co-wuike s lias fallen uii 
this old but faithful fellow Congi-essmau of thoir's. So, 1 have taken m\' stand 
before you with tho belief that ray service may hblj) you in some ways, 

Hp Chaudhuiy then said that to-day’s conference had been st\led as Provincial 
Political (Conference. He, however, did not like tho woid “political”. He believed 
that the Congress of to-day \vas not confined only to tho political activities of the 
nation. It had pei moated through every sphere of life. Congress was now working 
in every sphere of human piogiess in this country. Attainment of fcjwaraj only 
was not in his opmioa sufficient. Oppressions, exploitation, hatred and violence 
must be eradicated. 8o, would it be fair, he asked, to divide life into various 
compartments V 

Continued Sj. Chaudhury : “Tho delegates of this conference are representatives 
of Oongiess mombeis. So, it should bo decided liow far the decisions of this con- 
ference are binding on the people. It must be borne in mind that Congress stands 
on the strength of tho nation. Congress is people and people is Congress. So, 
Congress must devise ways and means for putting a stop to violence, oppressions, 
exploitation and imperialism”. 

Sj. Chaudhury fuither stated it should be decided whether Oriya culture should 
remain separate from Indian culture as well as the relation between tho two should 
also be determined. The duty of the Uriyas towards their brethren living outside 
the province should also be ascertained. 
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Every one knew, continued the President, that the Congress had accepted ofhoe 
and also the leason behind it. There was now a mentality among the people that 
admiuistiation of government by the Congress would solve all thoir pioblems. They 
would havt) to decide to-day how far that mentality was correct. They would have 
also to decide whether the woik within the limited sphere of legislature was 
sufficient or wliether they have to supplement it outside the legislatures. The 
discussions in legislatuics might bring some rights for them but could any one say 
definitely that all their rights could bo won within the walls of legislative bodies only. 
The Madras Estates Land Act and the Orissa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill would furnish 
clear examples of this. One liad been reserved by the (Jovernor for assent of the 

Governor-General who knew that the other would not also share the same fate. 

The intoxication of rule for the last 180 yeais could not be done away within a 

single day. 

Tlie acceptance of office by tlie Congress, stated Rj. Choudhnry, had brought a 
new awakening in the countiy. There was now a new desire among the people to 
raise their heads against injustice and oppression. Hut this new sjMrit, this new 
awakening, this new coinage was not based on their own strength. Every one 
was now expecting help of the Governrafuit. If any one was assaulted or ojipressed 
lie thought that he would get lediess from the Government if they could knew 
it. This was a wrong notion and it should be dispelled from the miuds of the 

{leoplc by all means. 

“Our non-violence is the non-violence of the biave It is based on love. Wo 
must organise ourselves. The onlv wav to make our organisations self-reliant was 
to base them on constructive work”. He then described the creative and preventive 
aspects of constructive woik. 

Kcfemng to the communal problem in the country, S; Choudhury said that this 
wonM almost be solved if the piohlomsof the Hindus and the Moslems could success- 
fuly 1)0 soIm'I. In Oiis^a the numerical itrongth of the Hindus was tar gieator than 
that of the Muslims. Ro niajoiity the community might think the that other community 
rvoiild not be able to do anything This mentality should bo woped out of the 

mind. They must not be ])eittuhed for the activities of the Muslim League. If 

tlie Muslim League could bung an awakening among the Muslims of the 
piovince, cungiessmen should welcome it lather than being worneii at it. They 

must reraemhei tliat muio caio should be taken of the minouty community. 

Referring to the resjinnsibilities of members of Congress, Sj. Chaudhury said that 
complete sw'aiaj indicated a change of policy of ojipressions and injustice along with 
file change of Biitisli government So, the Congress members should first of all take 
upon themselves the lesponsibility of enforcing strict discipline among themselves 
and must aKo ascertain tluM duty regarding tinse who were not raemhets of Congiess. 

Sj. Chaudhury regretted that there were individual diff-Tences and lam-ours 
among Congiess workers. Ho maintained rhat a list should be maintained of Congress 
woikers among whom there sliould be discipline and love for truth and desire for 
sacrifice. 

h’eferring (o the Wai’dha scheme of education Rj'. Chaudhury said that there 
sliould bo nude discussion of tins in the country so that it might he assimilated before 
it was accepted. 

After advihirig the Congr essra-on to become votaries of truth and non-violence, 
Rj. Chaudhury, m conclusion, asked the confeience to ascertain its duties regarding 
the Oriyas in Feudatorv States and other outlying tracts. 

Before taking seat Sj Chaudliurv referred to the 11 )od problem of Orissa. It was 
a question of life and death. The successful solution of the problem could only 
bring happiness to the piovince. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Exemction of Salt Duty 

After the Presidential Address Sj. llareknahna Mahtab moved the following 
resolution : — 

“This Confeience demands tliat people of Orissa sliould bo allowed to manufacture 
and sell salt free of duty inasmuch as salt is the only subsidiary industry which 
maintained Oiissa in the past and wdiich has boon forcibly suppressed by alien rule. 
Further this Conference appeals to the Provincial Government and the India. 
Government to move in the matter.” 

52 
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Tn moving the lesolution Sj. Harekrishna Malitab (Member, All-India Congress 
Working Committee) described the poverty of Orissa and explained how the revival 
of free salt industry on cottage industry scale would remedy it. He, however, made 
it clear that people should not expect much help from rrovincial Government but 
they should rely upon their own strength. 8j. Mahtab then invited the delegates and 
all Congressmen to concentrate their attention on this agitation, which the 
Provincial Congress Committee had taken m hand. 

In seconding the resolution Sj. Jagannath Mtsra (Parliamentary Secretary) said 
that during the regime of East India Company the Salt Industry of Crissa coastal 
areas was suppressed by force but in these days also the same process is going on. 
In 1931-32 Mr. Pitt was deputed to investigate the possibilities of salt manufac- 
ture in Bengal and Oiissa. But to the utter astonishment of the people he had 
reported that the Oiissa coastal areas aie not favoiiiable for salt manufacture. But 
if we visit the Astarang areas of Puri district, we will see that the loport of Mr. 
Pitt was totally false and mischievous. The illiterate peoplo ate producing, taking 
the advantage of Gandhi-Irwin Pact, thousands of maunds of salt by solar evapora- 
tion method. At present 6 persons are producing 400 maunds ner acre by labouring 
4 months. A little scientific method will give tliern an yield of not less than 800 
maunds. And it was actuallv done when a cultivator followed oer advice and made 
the crystalising bed cemented. The actual cost of piodiioing this 800 maunds will 
be Rs. 135. By this the labourers will gel wages at the rate of three annas a day. 
The quantity can be easily supplied to a vvholesale dealer at As. 2-8 per maund. Even 
if the supply is at as. 4 per rnaund, the wholesale dealer can soli the quantity at Hs. 2 
per maund keeping sufficient margin for himself. 

The Industry must be estaljlisho 1 in Oiissa if tlio question of unemployment 
and poverty are to be banished from this countiy. In Astaiaug area of Pun district 
alone there may be 4GO0 acies of laud available uhicli can provide 24000 men 
with labour. Similarly theie are vast aieas in Balasore and Cuttaek which will 
provide lakhs of peoplo. 

In order to do this, the Provincial Oovernmunt should also fight with the Conti al 
Government so that the control may not be transfer! ed to the latter. Under theso 
circumstances the Industry must be revived at any cost. 

The resolution was supported by Sj Gattknshna Swam and Sj. Dtbcikar Patnatk 
and was carried unanimously amidst cheers. 

Restora.tion of OniYA-sPEA.Kixo Tracts 

Another lesolution demanding the restoration of Oriya-speaking tracts in other 
provinces of Orissa and urging on the All-lndia Congress Committee to appoint a 
Boundary Committee for the put pose was passed 

In moving the resolution Godavatts Misra said that almost all provinces 
in which lay the Oiiya-speaking tiacts, were now undei Congress ru'e. Only Bengal 
was a non-Congress province. So, it was duty of A. I 0. C. to move in tins 
matter. 

The resolution was seconded hy Sj Ltngaraj Mtsra and supportei bv 8j, 
Luxminarayan Misra and carried unimoualy. 

The Congress adjourned at this stage. 

Second Day — Cuttack — 22nd. May, 1938 

Repressio.v in Orissa States 

After the resolution on the Madras Estates Land Act amendment Bill was 
passed, Sj. Sarangdhar Das moved the following resolution : — 

“This Conference deplores the absolute absence of fundamental rights In the 
Orissa States and views with gieat concern the recent promulgation, in some of 
file State.s, of repression and reactionary measure tending to curtail the civil 
liberties of the people and denying their fundamental rights, such as (1) the 
Ordinance in Raiikhol which prohibits the assembly of five persons or more, 
the soliciting and collection of any subscription for any purpose (2) the forcible 
dispersal by the Keonjhar Police of a peaceful meeting at Sagadapatta where 
some three hundred ])eople had gathered to formulate their grievances for 
presentation to the Ruler of the State, arrest and detention of some tea 
persons for eight days in the thana, and the subsequent enforcement after 
many days of section 144 Cr. P. C. on Dhan Naik, Dirja Dehuri and others 
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of Billa and other villages (3) the promulgation in Nilgiri of Regulations I 
and II of 1938 requiring registration of associations, and making it compulsory 
to obtain pei mission one week previously before any meeting can be held ; (4) 
it is reported fiom reliable sources that many people in Bamra have been 
roughly treated for the simple leasoo that they had joined the Congress as 
ordinary members; (5) the anest and conviction in Nayagarh of five persons 

in Oigaon on flimsy ciiminal chaiges with a view to break the ’Pan’ boycott 
movement, which is the only legitimate weapon left to the people to counteract 

the abnormal rise iii the puce of pan (betel) due to the monopoly system; 

and (6) the banning of the ‘ISamaj’ and othei newspapers in some of the States. 

“Fuither this confeience exiiorts the people of the Orissa States to organise 
on the established princi[)les of Tiuth and Non-violence, in order to defend 

tlieir civil liberties and extends its stiong sympathy and moial support in 
their stiugglo against all kinds of lepression in their States and in their 
Btiuggle, which will obviously bo long diawn-out and full of suffering and 
sacrifice for the winning of lull lesponsilile Ooveinment in then respective States.” 

Saraftgdhar has^ in moving the resolution, said that hts intention was not 
to condemn the lulirig Chiefs but to invite the attention of the States’ subjects to 
their miserable condition and impress oti them the nec»*ssity of organisation. 

Sj Hnreknshnu Mahtah^ in seconding the lesolution, said that what they were 
demanding was that States’ subjects should ho treated as human beings. He 
said that public mon of the piovinco were often m tlie habit of hobnobbing 
with the Chiefs of Onssa States, for getting some donations for their institu- 
tions Kven receptions weio sornotimos arranged for these Chiefs in whose 
tStates men weio not treated as hiunau b*engs. 

In conclusion, Sj Mahtab said when S'ates like Alysoro an 1 Travancore weio 
granting repre^'mtatioa to the peopl *, Ons^xa States were promulgating orders 
cui tailing civil iibeitios of men at the instance of those who had m the past 
been part and parcel of Btitish Bureaucracy. He advised the States to discard 
these retired (Jovernrnent officers first from their service 

Sj. Murari Tnpathi supported the losoiutioQ which was passed unanimously. 

Federation Opposed 

Sj Bhagirathi Mahapatra then moved a resolution which stated that Indians 
wore not piejiarcd to accept any constitution which was not based on indepen- 
dence as the goal of India and which had not been framed by a constituent as- 
sembly. While accenting the present Government of India Act as a measure of 
experiment for fuftlicrnig the cause of independence, this conference was of 
opinion that the Fodciation thrust ou India by the British Government was 
totally unacceptable. 

In moving the resolution Sj Mahapatra exposed the hollowness of the 
Federation and characteiised it as a means to strengthen the bondage and 
slavery of India. 

Being seconded by St. Jadumani Mangraj and supportoi Mr. Faxlul Bahman^ 
it was carried uniniraously 

Resolutions demanding extension of the Local Self-Government Act and other 
facilities in the partially excluded areas, reiterating agrarian progiamme of the 
Congress as passed in the Haripura session and drawing the attention of the 
Congress Ministry towards it were passed. The Confeionce then ended. 


The All India Students’ Conference 

Third Session— Madras— 1st. January 1938 

The Openino Address 

The Third All-India Students’ Conference commenced its session in Madras on the 
l«t. January 1938, at the pandal erected in the Medical College grounds, with 
Mr. M. B, Masani in the chair. There was a large gathering of students. 
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Sir. K. Sarvotkama Sethy, Cliaiimaa of tho Reccptioa Committee, welcomo'l 
Si imathi Kamaladovi and dt^U'^ates. 

Srtmothi Kamaladevt, iuauj^aiatinfj tho Confoionoe, Raid that in tliose days 
one could not minimise the impoi lance of fjathoinujs of youths and students. 

Everybody had come to realise the important i-dIo winch tho students lial to play 

in tho national life. The woild, to-dav, was lu a disturbed condition, not merely 

in India hut eveiywhere. It was hut behitirifr that stnihmls should hestii tliein- 

Relvos and take inteiest in all subjects Tlie studiuits acquiu'd knowludi^e at a 
heavy cost and they wore disapjiointed after their studies woio finished at not 
getting a job^ The creative genius was destiovcd on the viugc of doweling Tlu) 
youth must find out the root caus(» of this (lusordor. lu linding tho cause and iii 
seeking a solution, tlio ^outh would be doing a great .seiyice not only to thi'mielvos 
but to the nation at large It was in that trsk that the students had a gieat lolo 
to play. They should have an aleit, stimulative mind, study tlie vaiious e\pi‘M- 
monts conducted in diffoient parts of tho world and then see how best the evil could 
be removed. 

Proceeding, 8iiraati Karaaladevi said that the idea that the moment tliev w’oro 
free fiom political domination by a foieign coantry, alltluir problems w’oidd ho 
solved, was not a coiiect one. Sonu'thing, much more vital Mian tiiat, was u‘M‘i*ssii\, 
and that was tho duty of le-shaping and i e-huild'ug society. It was fm this 
reason that students weie keenly S'usitive to all new iheoiu*s of social and ecf)- 
nomic order, and that was also ‘the i.msou why So lalisiu had come to attiact the 
jouthful mind with its poweiful magnetism. 

The speaker said that the studiuits shoii! 1 not identify themsidvos with aiiv poli- 
tical party, hut should have a wude and common platfoirn They should support 
nil progressive and deinociatic elements. Youth should not recognise uaiiow 
national baniers. 

She found tliat many young men who displ.i\e.l gi(*at cxtiemism in polities, 
were not bioad-minded in then social ideas It was e\tii‘mely necessary that social 
baiiieis whicli still existed in the land should he leniovetl In tho social fieedom 
of the countiy, lay its salvation, and she would, theiefoie, appeal to the students 
to give paiticular attention to tliese problems. Siie also hop(*d that tlie vouiig 
women of tlie countiy would take more inteiest in all tliese pioblems and coiiui- 
bute their share in lebuilding society. 

Youth, Srirnati Kamaladevi said, in conclusion, should develop it:^ own distinctive 
qualities. Justice and equality shoiiM ho then w’atcliw oi ils She was a Soiualist, 
and she beluwed that in the foirnation of a Socialist foim of government, lay tho 
salvation of the country. Put she wmuM like to .sav that those udio were invited 
to address the youth should r.ot exploit that fipputnuits to vou’e loith tlieir opinions 
and attempt to bung louud tho youth to tlicui side. The students must be ('\hortod 
to study tho d-ffeient viewpoiut.s so as to devidop their own di'jtinctive qualities 
and distinctive lino of wmrk. 8he wished tlm Confluence ail success. 

Presidential Address 

Mr. Ti. Masani then delivered his address. After thanking the organi.seis for 
electing him as the Piesident, Mr. Masani saiu that the past year had been for 
Indian students one of sfiuggle all over tho countiy. There was" au unpiecodoiited 
number of students’ stiikes during the year and it was foitunato tliat, whereas most 
strikes of industiial w'oikors weie uiiMiccessful, the stiikes of students in almost 
all irnpoitant instances had resulted in victory for th(«m. 

Proceeding, Mr'. Masani said that one factor that had Croat od an atmosphere 
wheie the students could breathe more freely than they could hitherto, was the 
coming into existence of Congress Ministries. That had ra'eant tho removal of such 
iiksome bans as that on the national flag and that on the participation of students 
in politics. 

Discussing the place of the student movement in the political life of tho country, 
Ml. Masani declared : “In a Conference like this it is almost unnecessary to affirm that 
students can and should take active part in politics. Ono of the objects of the All- 
India Students’ Fedeiation is to prejiaro students to take their due share in tho 
struggle for complete national fieedom In is a very jnopor objective for a student 
body, for it is the minimum political programme on which almost ail students, 
whether they ho socialists, Oandhi-ites or Nationalists, can collaborate. While, how- 
ever, a students’ organisation should have a political objective, it should not take 
the place of a political party. It should be political but not partisan, and its doors 
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should bo opened wide ouou;j;h to a<Imit students of all shades of progressive 
thouj^lit. 1 hope you will ^^uaid a;^ainst and losist any attempt by any political 
[larty or ^i;roup whatsoever to domniato and contiol the studcmts’ Fedeiation.” 

Mr. Masam then deprecated the attempts of certain leaders to form communal 
orf^anisatious arnon^^ students. 

“It is a truism”, Mr. Masani said, “tliat the first job of the student is to study. 
Hut study is not confimvi to the read ing of books and the passing:; of the University 
Examinations, Such study loses most of its vahn* unless it is supplemented by the 
study of the actual fact«^ of life. And this can be obtained best by living contact with 
the masses of the people and then povoity, their hatdships, and then struggle for 
existence. Resides, such contact is the best corrective to dogmati'^rn. Stmly consists 
in trying to find out things for ourselves, and not taking things too mucli on tiust. 
If we aie tiviiig to hio k the binds of old lehgions wo rau^t not invent new ones for 
oui selves. The aceojitaiico hlindlv and unquestioningly of the teachings of Maim, 
Mahomed or Marx is equally to bt* avoided.” 

Kefeinng to G(Vidhtji's Waidha Scheme of mris-> education, Mr. Masani descrihod 
the attempt to nuke ediuation S(‘If-su})i»oi ting as a letrogiade move Even the Con- 
sol vativos in other countries were prepai-*d to a eofit the financial burdens of mass 
education as a uee.e'.sity. but the Congri'',s uhich had stood for half a century for 
education for the misses was not a-^ked to he contf*at with tlu* id'^a tint the cliildien 
in a soliool rau^t pav their own way. Ptuial lofoimers have objected i‘ven to convicts 
ill prison being made to earn then living in jiils It was rnw< li more intoleiablo that 
iitl’.e tiiildien sliould he exjiected to hu\ th'*’i m-sagie education by then own labour. 
Itefemng to tin' sf heme of vocational education. Mi Masani said that \\hile education 
should not be entirely bookish, too miudi time in the jioposed cuiriculura was allotted 
to manual laboiu and too little to the aeqnmng of knowledge. Then again, the soit of 
\ocational tiaining which wms piopos'-d "o he imi-aitoJ w'as an anaJiionism at the 
present time. ’Wlietlier wo IdvC 1 it or not, our lives in future were bound up with 
the tnachiiu'. We iics'd not. if w’c adopt the socialist system of society suited to 
maidiine fuoduction, be tiieir slaves, but tlieie was no going hack on machine produc- 
tion. Tf the niaehme stopped woiking, rno.-^t men would peiifth. Even romantic jioi- 
sons wdio got sick of cnilisation and went away to live a piiraitive life in a jungle, 
did so witli an up-to-date iifle and a stock of tinned food ! On the other hand, indus- 
trialisation and mat hine production weie only mi'ans to an end. Human w’elfaie and 
happiness weie the piime coiisideiations. If tiiat wms foigotten, our achievements 
w'ould lie like the ending of Kaiel Capek’s play, “R U. U.,’ wdieio the robots, having 
s!anghtere<l iln last liuman being, announced their intention of building many houses! 

Concluding, tne President drew tin* attention of tin' delegates to the conference to 
one of tlie objects of tlie Students’ Fodeiation wdrieh w’as to eucourago co-operation 
hetwu'en students of India and the students in othei paits of the woild. During the 
jiast year two developments had taken place in thus connection. One W'as the forma- 
tion of an organisation of Indian stinlents m England winch w'ould act as a link bet- 
ween them and the western w’oiM. The other wms the participation of Indian students 
in Intel national gathenngs of students in Euiope wdicie students from all count lies met 
to consider their attitude towards happenings m countries like Spain and China. Ho 
hoped that Indian students, tlirough the All-lndia Students’ Federation, w’ould play a 
gieater pait in future lu the International Stuh'nt movement. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Resolutions w’ore then taken up for consideration 

A eoudolenco resolution touching the demiso of Dr. Sir J. C. Hose, Sir Ross Masood, 
Dr. JaNaswMl, and Messrs F. Nandi, A. Haiua, A. Cliowdj> and D Hiiattacharya, 
Bengal detenus, was passed. 

A resolution put from tho cliair, pointing out tho necessity of having an All-India 
students’ volunteer coips, was next adopted. 

Mr. T. Qoihniallah (Bombay) moved a resolution calling upon Students’ Fedeiations 
to actively organise an effective agitation against the inauguration of the Fedei’ation ; 
and urging the Indian National Congress to oigauise a boycott of tho King’s visit and 
create deadlocks 

Mr. Ansar IJarwani (Lahore) seconded the resolution, wdiich was then carried. 

Consideratilo discussion ensued on the following resolution moved by Mr. P. 
Krishnnmurtht (Guntur): 

“This conference is of emphatic opinion that Soviet Russia is tho one country in 
the whole woild, which is consistently following tho policy of Peace and Piogiess, 
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whilst its vflry existence serves as a beacon-light to the oppressed of all nationalities 
in general and the Intei national Student movement in paiticular. It calls upon all 
students in the different countries of the*woi*ld to emphatically condemn any aggression 
by fascist or capitalist countries on the Soviet Union and help it morally and materi- 
ally in the event of any attack. This conforenco congratulates the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics on its successful completion of twenty years of Socialistic construc- 
tion in Russia and views with great satisfaction the inauguiation of the new Constitu- 
tion, the most democratic in the woild.” 

Mr. P. A. Mukerji (Calcutta) seconded the resolution. 

Mr. M. L. Shah (Bombay) movi‘d that the last sentence relating to tho inauguration 
of the new Constitution be deleted. He was of tho opinion that tho elections had not 
been conducted in a purely democratic way. Tho amoridment was duly seconded. 

Mr. Rajbayis Krishna (Lahoio) o])poRed tho amendment. Ho said that they should 
not bind themselves tp communism or socialism. 

Me&sis. Thiramal Rao (Madras), D Shankcr (Liih ire), T, Oodtmalhih (Bombay), 
Ansar Ilarwam and V. Majunidar participated in lie* debate. 

Mr. An,sar Hniwani said that the resolution \sas a piematiin* one, and if passed 
would give an idea that tlie students’ movement was fin ilu* benefit of one party. He 
appealed to the mover of the resolution to wiilidiaw the icsoliition 

The mover sought leave of the gathcimg to wifhdiaw the resolution. 

The House lefnsod to give peimission and the discussion continued. 

Mr. Ranjit Majumdar also .said that the lesoltiiion v\as pi<*raatuio. The amend- 
ment was declaied cairied, but on tlio contiaiy, it was found that tho majoiity was 
against tlie amondment. 

Thereupon a pcdl l»y grouping of provincial Jelegitos, as piovuleJ in the ^constitu- 
tion of the Fi delation, was demanded. 

It w'as found that only two out of tho eUnon piovincos which bad sent delegates, 
bad )iaid the delegation tees. Tlio Piesident, aftei sonv' iliscussion, desired to know 
wlietiier it was advisable to can> on the proceedings witli tho deh'gites from two 
pioviuces alone and suggested that tho mover might bo allow’ed to w’lihdiaw the mo- 
tion to get out of the difficulty. 

The Coiifoicnce then accoided permission to withdraw the motion and the motion 
w’as withdrawu. The Confer eiico then adjourned to meet on the next day. 

Second Day — Madras ■2nd. January 1938 

CoNi'EIiK.VCK Pl^sOLV'^'D 

The Cenfctcnce resumed its sessions this muiinig .Vs so »n as Mi M. R. Udsunt^ 
tlie Piesident, took Ins seat lie made a statem-oit and dissdv"! th * Onperon o' In 
his statemi'iit, Mr. Masani sai<l tint at a lat.‘ stajfo of >este'diy's pio o 'dings, 
certain points of order were lu'sed bj some delegates as to the ludits of d» Icg.nes 
flora several provinies to ho present and to pairicipite in the ju v---* Img.-, :t' ih )>o 
provinces liad defaulted iii the payment of deleg, ition fees, and they pon-ted out 
that tlio pioceedmgs woie invalid. " Tho PiesiJeiit sail tli.it Ins intompis to ro.c’h 
unanimity had failed and it was irapoS'ililo to continue tho pinceednigs aud he 
could do nothing but dissolve tho Confeienco 

Mr. Masani leqiiestoil tlie oM Woikng Coramitteo aud its tJoneral Secretary to 
convene a fresh C'onfci’oncc at an early date at a suitahlo jihunj iiud see tliat such a 
conference was duly constituted m accordance with the constitution of tho Ft'doiation. 

Mr. Masani added that it was unfoitunato that ciicumbtaiiccs bevond Ins control 
should have created such a situation. Ho hoped, however, that when they would 
meet again, they would make up for lost time. He had peisonally received the utmost 
kindness fiom all delegates and thanked the Madias stu louts for their hospitality. Ho 
also appealed to the i)ublic of Madras to appreciate their position. 

Mr. Masani, after declaring the Conference dissolved, loft tho Conference pandal. 

Mr. P. N. iShagarva^ the General Hecietary, also left the pandal with his 
papeis. About a dozen delegates then walked out of tho pandal. 

Tho delegates lomainiug behind, after some mfoimal discussion, decided to con- 
tinue the proceedings and elected Mr. K, Sarvottama Shetty^ the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, as the President. 

Tho meeting. then passed a *no-coulidenco’i’motion against Mr. Masani, the President, 
Mr P. N. Bhargava, tho Gouoral Secretary aud the members of the old Working 
Committee. 
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A resolution was next passed congratulatin'^ the Congress Ministry in the Central 
Provinces on the step they had taken to improve the indigenous system of medicine 
on modern lines. Tho Confeience then adjourned to meet again at 3 p. m. 

The Afternoon Session 

The delegates who disagreed with Mr. M. R. Maaant^ and decided to continue 
the Conference, met again in the afternoon, under the presidency of Mr. K. 

Sarvothama Shctty and adopted a numhei of resolutions. 

It was lesolvod to request the authorities of the various Universities and educa- 
tional institutions to adopt tlni vernacular as the medium of instruction. 

Tho action of tho All-India Medical Council in lefusing recognition to the 
Andhra medical degrees was condemned and tho Government of Madias 
were requested to take oaily steps to get the degrees recognised. ‘‘The 
thieatening attitude” taken by the lion. Dr. T. S. S Kajan w'hen speaking 

about the Medical College stiike was resented and the Government woie re- 

quested to begin the hmldiug scheme immediately. 

Moved from the chair, resolutions fixing Oiissa as the next venue of tho 
Conference calling upon the Students’ Federation of the vaiious provinces to 
submit within two months schemes for the removal of illitciacy and pend- 

ing appioval of •'ih-li scheuio hv th“ Woiking Committee, calling upon tho 
students to participate a< tively in all existing schemes foi the liquidation of 
iliiteiaey, asking the Woiking Committee to picpaie a seherae for staiting an All- 
India Students’ volunteer ci n'anisation, apj»eaiing to students to use only Sw’adeshi 
jirfKjles, d'*( iiling to ohseivo an Ali-India Sruleuts’ Da\ on a date and accoiding to 
the juogranime to be fixed h\ the A\oikmg Cerrmittee and lecjuf'sting the Crov em- 
inent to take stoi)S to deal with undei -uounshmrnt of child! cn to make jihvsical 
tiaining compulsory and to give compulsoiy mihtaiy training to a.l students without 
obligation, w’ete alopted. 

Tho hiliowing resolution moved by Mr T Kaihs T arma and seconded by 
Mr. IL K. (tupt.i, and amended by Mr. 15 D. Jiwari was adojdi'd. “This Con- 
ference is of opinion that civil liheity without any quahlication or reservation 
must be made an integial pait of social and political oxistenee of the people if tho 
struggls for fieedom is to be sucxessfiilly pin sued ll thiuefore calls upon the 
Ministnes and the States to get lepealed all lepiessivt* laws such as Section 144 of 
the ('iimiiial Pioceduie Code, Section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code and tho 
Cnmmal Law' Amendment Act and to lift the ban on ceitam oigauisations such as 
the Communist Paity of India”. 

The Conf»‘rencc while apfilauling the action of the Cotigiess Miivstries in releasing 
jjolitical prisoners and initiating some much need- d refotms, expiessed the xuew 
that tho action taken against some Congits^imn and students under the lepressive 
piovisions of impoiialistic Acts was act justified, as “it retarded the anti-im['Uiislistic 
struggle”. 

Mr. T. Oodiwala moved the following resolution : “This Confeience stiongly 
recommends that Hindustani should lo the lingua franca of India and the official 
script should bo the Roman sciipt and requests all the Piovineial Goveinraents and 
universities to introduce Hindustani at least as a set oud language though not as a 
compulsory language in schools and colh'ges’’ 

The resolution was amended by Mr. T. V. Subramnmam and passed. 

Mr. Rajbal Kishen moved a resolution stat iig inter aha : “This Conference is 
of opinion that imptuialist w'ar is the product of intense iivalry for colonial coun- 
tries. Tho capitalist countries are competing for raw' raatenals and undeveloped 
markets in various parts of tho woild. Ihis hitter competition is the solo cause of the 
hostilities between country and country. It is because of this international competition 
in the woild maiket that nations aie aiming themselves to the teeth and p’-eparing for 
war. This Conference holds that alieady imperialist aggiession has show'n it.seli in Spam 
and China and that the increasing teirsion in the wuild situation is taking us rapidly 
towaids a world war. This Conference diiects all students’ organisations in India to 
actively organise students’ anti-war committees and explain to students the implica- 
tions of an imperialist war and when w'ar actually breaks out, to organise students 
not to participate in it.” 

^ Mr. hromod Sen moved an amendment to the effect that if British Imperialism 
joined such a war, students should strengthen the hands of anti-imperialist forces. 

The resolution as amended was earned. 

The next resolution adopted related to the Ward ha Scheme. If ran as follows ; 
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“This Confc'ronco domands and fully suppoits univoisal free and corapulsoiv education. 
While appiociatmf^ the advancement the Waidha scheme proposes to make over the 
piesent educational system, the Clonference disai^iees witli the idea behind (Jandhiji’s 
scheme of self-suppoitiiif;: education, as undei the present condition it leads our 
popular Congress Ministiies arid the public into the belief that much can bo done 
even under the present Government of India Act. Fuither, the Waidlia report is not 
related to the growing needs of a piogiossive society, for it believes that an educational 
system based on craft instruction will bo moie atti active, while the ical need is the 
greatest expansion of schools and other educational facilities.” The resolution was 
carried. 

By another resolution the proposal to fotm political provinces on a linguistic 
basis was approved aud the Provincial Govoriiments wers requested to stait linguistic 
universities. 

The next resolution passed ran as follows : “This Conforenco fools that students 
have a vital part to play in the future fiolitical destiny of India arni so welcomes 
the increasing realisation by the loaders of this fact Dut, it views with appiolion- 
sion tlie icservations that aio made bv distinguished loaders leg.ii ling students 
activities in politics. In paiticulai, the Conforenco disagieos with the alvico given 
to the students not to pai ticipato in any diioct political ac'tu'fy, as su-di activity 
is dictated not by the cliaractor of the Provincial Government-, !mt by tlio funda- 
mental basis of impciialist rulo in India This Conf(‘roiico a-soits nght of 

students to strike, and regnds the atiitudo of those political Jculois wdio advise tho 
Students to abandon the fundamental right to stiiko.” 

“This (Conference strongly lecommeii'is to tho vaiioiis provincial stielenfs’ oigani- 
sations the foimultation, at an oaily date, of eoucieto ])ioposals wheieby both 
past and present students can contribute theii best to the uigent and iiocess.uy 
woik of lural reconstruotiou. tSuch proposals, after foimulation wufh lefoience to 

the conditions of [laiticular provinces, should bo 8ul>mitted foi inloi-pioviucial 
criticism so that tho way may bo paved for an All-lndia progiamrao in the near 
future.” This resolution was also nnaniinouslv adopted. 

By the last resolution a piotest was legistored against the presence of C. I. D. 

reporters at the Confeience and tho Madias Miuistiy was asked to take steps to 

see that such a course was not adopted in futuie. 

The Conference then adjourned to meet again on the next day toj’ufoimally discuss 
the constitution of the Students’ Federation. 

Third Day — Madras — 3rd. Jauuary 1938 

Re-assemhling, this morning, at the pandal in tho Medical College grounds unrler 
the presidency of Mr. Sarvfdtam Shetty^ the delegates to the Thud All-Imlia 
Students’ Confeience who decided >esterday to continue tho sessum notwithstanding 
Mi. Masam’s luling, jiassei a lesolution dornariding tho immediate kjI^mso of all 
political piisoneis and detimus and tho withdrawal of tho i'’sti iclioiis on fiol.tieals, 
and expiessing tho opinion that tho policy of tho Bengal (lovernm^oit a- r gards tho 
lelease of political piisoneis was quite unsatisfactoiy. The resolution wa^. moved 
from the chair and was unanimously adopted. 

By tho next lesoIution, the deli*gate& called on all Provincial Governments to 
take administrative stops foithwith foi meeting certain immodiato demands of tho 
students of tho countiy. TIu'so woro tho withdrawal ot all Govornmout circulars 
prohibiting students or teachois fram taking part in any political activity or joining 
anv political party, aud the abolition of caning and other forms of coiporal 
punishment and the grant to students of a fair trial before they were rusticated 
from schools and colleges. Tho lesoIution, which was moved by 'Mr. P. Krishna- 
rriurthi and seconded by Mr. li. K. Murthi also asked tho Governraouts to refuse 
to award giants to educational institutions wdiich were being lun on communal 
lines and in which leligious instruction was compulsory. 

Mr. T, Qodiwalla moved a resolution which was adopted, congratulating tho 
students of Hpain aud China on thoir biavo stand. Mr. Gupta seconded tho 
resolution. 

The meeting then considered certain changes in the constitution of the All India 
Students’ Federation. 

Bringing the proceedings to a close the Piesident hoped that the student body 
of India would preserve a united front in respect of thoir common ideals. 



The All India Trade Union Congress 

Open Session — New Delhi — 1st January 1938 

Presidential Address 

The oppn session of the All India Trade Union Congress was held at New Delhi 
on the 1st. January 1938 under the presidency of Sreejut Sibnath Banerjee. 
Among those picsent wore Mr. Mohanlal Saxena, Mr. N. (I. Kanga, Mr. Yusuf 
Mfherally, Mr \l. S. Nimbkar, Mr. K. 8 . Ruikar, Dr. Suresh Banorjee, Mr. 
Boumyonilrauaih Tagore, Dr, Kam Manohar Lohia and others. 

Mr. Yusuf Mcherally, on behalf of the Congress Socialist Party, conveyed support 
and greetings to the Trade Union Congress. 

“For tho I.isf two ye.rs wo aie trying very earnestly to have unity with the 
National Fedrraiion of Trade Unions and this year the N. F. T. U. lias accepted 
the pioposals for unity. The terms are rathoi stiff, but I feel we ‘'hould accept 
tliem and try to give effect to the structural unity as early as possibio”, said Mr. 
Stbannth Bauer jee in his presidential addiess 

Ml Bauer jet' said that the T. U. C. had also shown oxtiorao eagerness for 
WO’ king 111 eo-op-*ration with National Congress hut the i espouse from the National 
Congiess was most unsatisfactory and disappointing. Due to the influence of Air. 
Jawahail.il Neh.u and other radical forces in the Congiess, the Socialist Party in the 
Congiess w.is giving up some of its old habits of tliouglit and actioa. It was their 
duty to qiiK ken and hasten this process of radicalisatiou but their strength lay iu 
the solid oiganisation of trade muons and peasants’ unions. 

Pffrrring to the inauguration of the new constitution, Air. Banerjee said for the 
frst time in ilie history of the labour movement in India some direct representatives 
of w'oikeis weie in the Piovineial Assemblies If the mass agitation and stiuggle 
outside were co-ordinated with the agitation inside the Assemblies, quicker and better 
results could he assured. 

Reviewing the wot king of the Congress Ministries, the President said the recent 
developments and statements of Sardar Vallabhbhai and Mr. C. Kajagopalachaii and 
the arrest and conviction of Comrade Batliwala, and Comrade Yusuf (Cawnpoie), 
the banning of the Bihar Kisan Sabha by the Congress and the events in Cawnpore, 
Ahmedabad and How’rah had sliowm that “blown bureaucrats may be as unpleasant, 
or raoie poihafis. than the white. Still, as they were amenable to political control, 
at least theoictically, wo should press them to pass immediate legislation to guarantee 
fundamental lights , added Mr. Banerjee. 

Referring to Fcdeiation, Mr. Bano’jee said that strong determination to consolidate 
all the militant forces was necessaiy for combating this danger. Unfoitunately that 
was not visible in the present leadership of the Congress and “it would * ho no 
sui prise if, tiue to their constitutional outlook, they accept the ioauguiation of the 
Federation peihaps again with the plea of fuitheiing the ideal of wrecking the 
constitution. Lot the struggle of the working class, combined with other forces, 
make the inauguration of the Federation impossible and lot that struggle successfully 
wreck the constitution and create conditions favourable for convening a Constituent 
Assembly,” concluded Mr. Banerjee. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Greetings to Chinese and Spanish Peoples 

The Trade Union Congress passed a resolution sending greetings expressing solidarity 
with the woikors, peasants and citizens of China and 8 pain in their struggle against 
Fascist-imperialist aggression, exhorting the people of India to boycott Japanese goods 
and mateiially contiibute to the funds started for sending medical supplies and other 
aid to the Chinese and the Spanish popular armies. 

Federation’s Terms Accepted 

The Congress next passed a resolution accepting the terms of the National 
Federation of Trade Unions as the basis for effecting structural unity between the 

53 
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Trade Union Congress and the National Federation of Trade Unions and appointed 
a Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. Sibnath Banerjee, R. S. Raikar and K. 8. 
Nlmbkar to carry on negotiations with the National Federations of Trade Unions 
and hold a joint session of both organisations as eaily as possible. 

The resolution stated that in view of the formation of Congress Ministries in the 
several provinces committed to a programme of realising the basic trade union rights 
and minimnm demands of the workers, the achievement of organisational unity with 
the National Federation of Trade Unions and the creation of a central All-India 
Trade Union organisation of the Indian woiking class had become urgent and could 
no longer be postponed. Even though the teirns proposed by the Federation at its 
Calcutta session fail to meet the unity proposals of tJio I. T. U. C., the latter in 
the interest of the working class movement, accepts the terms of the National 
Federation of Trade Unions as the basis for structural unity.” 

The resolution was proposed by Mr. Ruikar and supported by Messrs. Karnik, 
Hariharnath Sastri and Mukundalal Sarcar. 

Second Day — New Delhi — 2nd. January 1938 

Federal Scheme Opposed 

The All-India Trade Union Congress to-day passed a resolution, expressing its 
emphatic and unequivocal opposition to the Fedeial scliome, adding, “Tliore being a 
grave danger that a section of the Nationalists is trying to minimise the stiugglo 
against the slave constitution into a forma! constitutional piotest, this session 
declares that the only effective way to struggle agaiust and end the new C^onstitu- 
tion is by the revolutionary utilisation of the legislatuies and the linking it up with 
direct action by the masses, such as a general political strike and a no-tax carrifiaign. 
The Trades Union Congress calls on the Congress to take the initiative in developing 
mass action and also to quit the Ministries if the Federal scheme is thrust on India.” 

Other Resolutions 

The T. U, 0. also adopted a- resolution exhorting Anti-war propaganda, the Congress 
Ministries, workers and peasants to take stops to conduct anti-war piopaganda in 
view of the impending danger. 

Other resolutions demanded the lifting of the ban on the Communist Party 
and the release of persons convicted of Communist activities, viewed witli alarm 
the application of “the imperialist coercive apparatus” against Kisan Sabha workers 
and strikers, requested the President of tlio National Congress not to allow tho 
organisation of rival trado unions against tho T. U. C., condemned the creation of 
autonomous Federal authority and uiged the members of the Central I^^igi&laturo to 
oppose the Trades Disputes Amendment Bill and to woik for tlie repeal of the 
Trades Disputes Act of 1929. 

Thicd Day — New Delhi — 3rd- January 1938 

The closing stages of the All-India Trade Union Congress session wore maiked 
by great enthusiasm, the main cause of which was the election of Piesident and 
General Secretary for the year. The sitting lasted from 9-30 p. m. to 5-30 In the 
morning. The election resulted in a victory for tho Congress Socialist Party, which 
secured both the offices. 

After the adoption of the annual report and accounts, Mr. Yusuf Mehorally pro- 
posed Dr. Suresh Chander Bannerjeo, M. L. A. Bengal, prominent member of the 
Congress Socialist Party, for the Presidentship. The other party’s nominee, Mr, 
Kalinath Ben, was proposed by Mr. Dutt. Voting resulted iu a largo majority 
for Dr. Baneijee, who was duly elected. 

The main contest, however, was over the election of tho General Secretary, 
for which Mr. B. K. Mukherjee, Secretary, East Indian Railwaymen’s Union, Lucknow 
was proposed by Mr. Dujendranath Son on behalf of Congress Socialists, while 
Mr. K. S. Nimbkar was set up by the other side. Mr. B. K. Mukerjee was duly 
elected by 238 votes against 189. 

Several resolutions were adopted before the session finally concluded at 5-30 In the 
morning. Prominent delegates to the Trade Union Congress interpreted the elections as 
indicating the growing strength of the Congress Socialists in the trade union field. 
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17th. Session — Nagpur — 16th. April 1938 

Unification of Trade Union ^Movementt 

Over 5,000 workers attended the one-day joint session of the All India Trade Union 
Congress which concluded at Nagpur on the 16th. April 1938 amidst rejolcini^s at 
the nnificaMon of the Indian Trade Union movement brought about by the affiliation of 
the National Trade Union Federation to A. I. T U. C. Prominent leaders of both wings 
attended the session including Messrs. N. M. Joshi m. l. a., (central), R. R. Bakhale, 
K C. Son, Ribnath Banorji, R 8. Nimbkar. Aftab Ali, P. 0. Bose, Hari Haranath Sastrl, 
Mrs. Mam B“n Mnlji, Mr. W. V. R. Naidu, Snmati Chaudo Bibi, Mr. N. Dntta 
Mahimdar, Mr. Mukimdalal Sircar, Mr. Yusuf Meher AH and Mr B. K. Mukheriee. 

The session commenced in the afternoon amidst enthusiastic scenes to implement 
the agreeraout between the principal labour organisations in the country. 

The Welcome Address 

Mr. R, S. Ruikur^ chairman, reception committee, described the meeting as a his- 
toric session when the two wings of the Indian trade union movemont who unfortu- 
nately hal drifted apart were coming together to unite. It was nine years ago, he 
said, that this very city witnessed the unhappy split in the trade union movement and 
ho was glai that they were again meeting at Nagpur today to unite under the banner 
of one central orgariization. Recalling how the non-coperation movement under 
Mahatma (Taiidhi’s leadership which opened a new chapter m the then political history 
was initiated at Nagpur, M.r. Ruikar hoped that this city would have again the credit 
of new orientation of the woikiug class movement leading them to a glorious future. 

Presidential Address 

Dr S C. Banerjee^ after reviewing the events now culminating in the happv uni- 
fication of the A I. T. U. C. and the National Trade Union Federation,! declarea that 
the need for unity would not cease until their ohjeotivo of replacement of complete 
socialism had not been realised. Alluding to the Congiess-Labour relations he strong- 
ly pleaded so tli.it labour while maintaining a separate existence under trade union 
leadeishij) should cooperate with the Indian National Congiess in every anti-imperial- 
ist fight. This alone would help labour to realise its ultimate goal. Deploring that 
inter-provincial cooperation and harmony were absolutely lacking in the matter of Ini- 
tiation of labour legislation by labour M. L. A.’s in the various provinces, the presi- 
dent hoped that the T. U. C. would in future be more alert in their new phase of 
tiado union activity. Reiteiating their opposition to the Trades Disputes Amendment 
bill (which the Central Assembly had alieady passed) Dr. Banneiji said that the pro- 
vincial Govemment, particularly the Congress Government, should see that section XVI 
of the Act as amended did not become law. 

Ho then leferred to the prosecution of labour leaders in Bengal under section 107 
Cr. P. C. and suggested an alUliidia agitation to stop this drive. The president further 
demanded an eaily removal of the ban on the communist party in India and assured 
the co-oporation of labour in the efforts for the release of politicals and detenus in 
Bengal. Dr, Hannoiji, proceeding, mentioned that both the Congress and the T. U. C. 
were opposed to the new constitution and federation. The only effectivo way of fight- 
ing fedeiation in his view was direct action of the masses and general political strike and 
uo-tax campaign. The T. U. C. would fully suppoit the National Congress, should tho 
latter adopt direct action. The fight ahead was inevitable as there was no chance of 
any other method succeeding in preventing the inauguration of federation against the 
people’s will. 

Dr. Banerji concluded by advising other provinces to follow Bengal’s example in the 
matter of establishing training classes for workers and making them competent to 
successfully lead the labour movement. 

Proceedings & Resolutions 

Mr. P. A/. Naidu^ genoial secretary, read out messages of good wishes, wishing the 
conference success, among othois from Mr. V. V. Oiri (Madras Minister), Dewan 
Ohamanlal, Dr. P. P. Pillay (Direotoi, I. L. 0. Indian branch). Prof. N. G. Ranga, 
Swami Sahajauand, Mr. M. K. Bose and Muushi Ahmeddin, {Secretary, Congress Social- 
ist party, Punjab. 
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Unity in Labour Ranks 

Mr. N. M. Joshi^ movinff the principal resohition which was carried unanimously, 
expressed Irs pleasure at the unity restored in labour ranks and congratulated the 
T U. C. leadeis on their spirit of accommodation they had shown in the matter. 
Ho hoped that the new combined labour organisation would be in a position to 
render moie useful service to the workers in enabling them to gain their 
oi'jective at no distant date. Mr. Joshi proceeded to say that it was not the monopoly 
of any particular individual or body to establish labour unions. They need not 
regret the decision of the Gandhi Seva Sangh to form such unions. He, however, 

hoped that such labour unions, as might bo started under the auspices of the 

Gandhi Seva Bangha, would ^ join them (T. U. C ) in their work ahead. Mr. Joshi 
concluded that their organisation was now powerful enough to ameliorate the 

economic condition of the workers and secure political emancipation for them. 

Among those who endorsed the resolution were Mr. Yusuf Meherali (Socialist), 
Mr. Indulal Yagnik (Kisan Sabha). Mr. SibanaMi Banciji, Mi R S Nimbakar, Mr. 
Hari ilarnath Shastri, Mr. N. Dutta Majumdar, Mr, Mukundlal Sircar, Srimati 
Chando Bibi (Delhi) and Mr. V. R. Kallappa (Nagpui). All of thcui desoiibed to-day’s 
session as historic in the annals of the tiade union movement in the country and 

exhorted the workeis to join the Congress in large numbeis and intensify the 
fight against capitalism to secure the just demands of the workeis. 

Affiliatio.v to Foreign Organisation 

Another resolution moved from the chair and passed without any dissent 
declared (a) the Congress shall not bo affiliated to any foioign organisation. It will, 
however, be open to the affiliated unions to do .so provider! that the foreign body 
with wliom affiliation is sought has similar objects and methods ; (b) all politieal 
questions and the question of strikes shall be decided by tbreo-fourtlis rnajonty 
of the general council. Individual unions, however, are free to take any action th«*y 
like in the absence of any mandate given by three-fouiths majority of the 
general council. 

Unity in Trade Union Movement 

The following resolution was fuithor passed 

“The special joint session of the T. U. C. and the Federation rejoices at the 
conclusion of the negotiations that have been going on for a few years with a view 
to bringing about umtv in the Indian Tr.ide Union movement anrl in sending its 
gieetings of good wishes to the entire woikiiig class in India. This si*ssion hopi'S 
that It will be able to strengthen the trade union oiganisation in the country 
wheie it is weak and create an organisation when none oxist.s to bo so tiiat with 
the combined foice that may bo created it will at no distai't date be ablo to 
achieve for the Indian workers what is their due”. 

The official flag of the T. U. C. shall now be red flag with the legend T. U. C. 
thereon but wiiliout the hammer and sickle. 

The principal terms of agreement approved by the executives of both the T. U. C. 
and the N. T. U F. are that (a) the basis of representation on the joint geneial 
council of the now combined T. U. C. should bo 50-50 each — 44 members fiom 
each group; (b) the T. U. C. should accept the constitution of the National Trade 
Union Federation in toto. 


New Office-bearers elected 

The following new office-bearers of the T. U. C. drawn from both groups were 
appiovod for one year from to-day. 

President Dr. S. C. Banerjeo (T. U. C.); Vice-President (1) Mr. Aftab All 
(Fedciation) (2) Mr. Jamnadas Mtdita (Federation) and (3) Mukundlal Saroar 
(T. U. C.) General Secretary : Mr. R. R, Bakhale (Fedoiation) ; Treasurer : Mr. R. 
k Nimbkar (T. LI. C.) and two a.ssistant secretaries, Mr. B. K. Mukerji (T. U. C.) 
and Mr. 8. V. Parulekar (Federation). 



Indian Chambers of Commerce Federation 


Eleventh Session — New Delhi — 1st* April 1938 

Presidential Address 

The Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry opened its 
eleventh session in the Old Secretariat, New Delhi, on the 1st. April 1938. Sir 
Bahimtoola M. Chtnoy, President, in course of his speech said : — 

It is customary on this occasion to survey the international tiade condition as 
affecting our tracle and commerce abroad. The major part of the year 1937 has 
undoubtedly recorded a steady progress in the recovery of international trade since 
the depression period of 1929-32. The impetus to world recovery was due more 
or less to enormous expenditure on armaments which have bronelit in an improve- 
ment in prices of certain raw materials and rapid development of certain industries. 
The indnstiial production of the woild including U S. S. R., which was at its 
lowest ebb in 1912 biong only 09 though exact fiirures aio not available for the 
whole of 19:i7, figures (1929-100), rose to 111 in 1936 and for the fust six months 
give sufficient indication that the improvement was maintained in most of the 
iudiistiial countiies. 

After October. 1937, however, the shadow of the slump was cast on the face of 
many of the industiial nations and that too, in spite of feverish activity of the 
aimarnont indnstnes all over tiio world. India too, I am afraid, is beginning to lose 
even the slight gtound gained by her in the earlier part of 1937 and as latest figures 
worked out on 1929 basis are not available, we have to be satisfied with the 1914 
base year figures of the Indian Trade Journal. The index number of wholesale prices 
at Calcutta was 91 in 1936 and 102 in 1937. The figure i cached 105 in October 1937 
and has been falling steadily month after month and in February last, it was at 97. 

Diiiing the tenure of my office, the Hiennial Congress of the International Chamber 
of CommeK C was held at Berlin. Indian commercial interests, as represented by 
the Indian National Committee, were adequately represented by a delegation under 
the leadeisliip of Mr. Walchand lliiachand. Another subject of international 
impoitarice dealt with at the Congress related to the re-establishment of a system 
of flee international exchange at stable rates. 

So far as India is concerned, it is needless to point out that there can be no stable 
exchange with a deliberately overhauled currency as ouis. The recent tendencies 
of our export tiado are sure to give an anxious moment to any one seriously 
coMsideiing the position of India in world trade. India being a debtor country with 
no investments abroad to f»ay for her liabilities to the United Kingdom has to 
mainly depend upon her export trade with foreign countries. 

In other woids, gold is the medium of exchange among paper money. May I 
piesent these obseivations to the Government of India ^\ho have allowed the export 
of more than Ks 310 crores worth of gold at a time when other nations were 
stinggling and manipulating their currencies to hoard it? 

Though I do not wish to sound a pessimistic note about international co-operation, 
the signs of times, as 1 see them, and the struggle of one nation for supremacy 
over another for the control of raw materials, are threatening enough to provoke 
serious thought in our mind as regards the future of this country in the interua- 
tional trade. 


Proceedings & Resolutions 

Development of Empire Siiippino 

After the adoption of the annual leport, threo resolutions moved from the Chair 
wore adopted. 

The first related to the development of Empire shipping, and urged that in any such 
scheme steps should be taken to secure an equitable and legitimate shaie for Indian 
shipping, and to secure to India the right to enact maritime legislation on, the same 
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basis as the Dominions, and to encourage the expansion of Indian shipping in India's 
own overseas trade. 


Management oe Railways 

In the second resolution the opinion was expressed that several of the recom- 
mendations of the Railway Inquiry Qommittee were unacceptable, paiticularly the 
one relating to the Question of company znanagoment of railways, and trusted that 
the Government of India would not accept them. It also protested against the 
enhancement of freight rates, and stated that any scheme of co-oidinatuni of road 
and rail transport should not be allowed to restiict or hamper the grow'th of motor 
transport. 

Increase of Postal Rates 

The third resolution protested against the increase In the postal and telegraph 
rates between India and Burma immediately after tho separation of Burma. 

Need of Induserial Research 

Mr. X). P. Khaiian moved a resolution advocating the need of proper industrial re- 
search for the utilization of the economic resources of the country, and recommending 
that the Industrial Research Bureau should have a larger element of non-olTicial 
representation. Tho resolution was unanimously passed. 

The next resolution moved by Lala Shri Ram^ urged the Government of India to 
take the initiative, in collaboration with provincial Govornmonts, to devise suitable 
machinery for reviewing the develojiment of indigenous industries and for evolving a 
jdan for their systematic expansion. 

The resolution was passed. 

Co-ordination of Factory k Labour Legislation 

Mr. Oordhandas Morarjt moved a resolution emphasising the necessity for the co- 
ordination of factory and labour legislation in tho provincos, so as to make it uniform 
and to prevent unfair competition between industries located in dilTereiit provinces, 
and uiging that the Central and provincial Governments should bear their ‘^fair share” 
of expenditure on labour welfare work, instead of imposing tho whole burden on tho 
industries. Tho lesolution was passed. 

Protection ^of Small ’Industries 

Mr. Jamshed AJehta moved the next resolution regicdting tlie decision of the 
Government of India to suspend the departmental inquiry institnt(*d by tlum with 
legard to the condition of small industries as affected by Japanese i*oni|)t tition 
asking the Government of India to take steps for tho resumption of tlm inqinry 
and urging upon them the necessity of permanent machinery to wMoh tli" pi^sition 
of small industries in connexion with foreign competition and to recomm“iui to them 
immediate measures for their adequate protection. Tire resolution was tamed. 

'Maintenance of Fauourarle Trade Balance 

Mr. Chunilal Mehta moved a resolution viewing with concoiii tho increasing deter- 
ioration in the favourable balance of trade of India, and uiging the Government to 
devise suitable measures to maintain the necossary favourable balance. Tho resolution 
was passed. 


Coal and Factories Act 

Before tho session adjourned for the day, two more resolutions were adopted — one 
on coal and the other on the extension of the Factories Act. 

Tho resolution on coal disapproved several recommendations of the Coal Mining 
Committee, particularly those relating to the establishment of a statutory authority 
and to the rationalization of the industry, and urged the institution of an inquiry into 
the whole problem •, while the other expressed the opinion that the proposed extension 
of the provisions of the ITactories Act dealing with health, safety, ohildren and regis- 
tration to small power factories employing from 10 to 20 persons, and the proposed 
grant of power to provi cial Governments to extend the provision of the Act to power 
factories employing less than 10 persons were likely to handicap the development of 
minor cottage industries. 
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Second Day — New Delhi — 2nd. April 1938 

Indians Abroad 

When the session of the Federation was resumed to-day, Mr. Manu Suhedar 
moved a resolution on Indians abroad. The resolution was as follows : 

“The Federation views, with grave concern, the policy of the British 
Colonial Administration in resorting to discriminatory legislation affecting the 
status and privileges of Indians as Biitish subjects in the colonies and 
particularly in 8outh Africa, Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, and Zanzibar and urges 
the Government of India to take firm and determined action to maintain and uphold 
the status and privil(*gos of Indians in these colonies and to secure for them in all 
political and economic spheres, a position of equality with the other British 
subjects.” 

Mr. Subodar said that with the help of Indian settlors most of those colonies had 
been built up from wilder ness into flourishing lands and the very same Indians were 
now being gradually thrown out. Many and varied were the disabilities imposed on 
them, what were tlie Government of India doing all these years ? It was the 
attitude of Kero while Kome was burning. Indian labour was humiliated and insulted 
and Indian capital confiscated and to persistent questions put to the Government in 
the Assemlily their replies weio one series of evasions. 

Mr. Dtnshaw (Karaclii) supporting the resolution opined that unfortunately India 
was not vet in a position to eiTectivoly retaliate against the offending colonies. 

Seth Oomnd Das^ who lecently toured South Afiica, gave an account of the 

numerous disabilities hereunder the Indian settlers wore suffering. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

Re-organisation of Federation Office 

On a motion of Lala Shriram the House adopted a resolution seeking the 

re-organisation of the Fedoiation Office with adequate staff and equipment for the 
purpose of making a proper study of the numerous problems that called for the 
Federation’s attention from time to time. 

Utilisation of Molasses 

Lala Ouruskaranlal moved a resolution expressing gratification to the U. P. and 
Bihar Governments for appointing a joint committee to investigate the possibilities 
of piopor utilisation of molasses, particulaily for the manufacture of power alcohol. 
The resolution strongly condemned the action of the Government of India In 
ratifying the International sugar agre^'ment. It further urged that proper stop 

should be taken for tho utilisation of molasses in other directions. 

Lala Shankarlal^ siippoiting the resolution, said as long as molassos were allowed 
to bo wasted, not only the sugar industry would not be placed o.i a strictly com- 

mercial basis, but the "producer would not get a margin of profit otherwise available.! 

Tho resolution was earned unanimously. 

Import of Artificial Silk 

Lala Shriram moved a resolution which stated “This Federation views with 
concern tho inci easing imports of artificial silk yarn into the country as they serve 
not only to displace in use cloth, both mill and handloom, made from Indian cotton 
but also to postpone indefinitely any serious attempt to produce artificial silk from 

indigenous raw materials and it strongly urges tho Government of India to 

take immediate steps to check such impoits. This Federation further urges Gov- 
ernment to encourage effoits to pruduco aitificial silk from Indigenous raw 

materials.” 

Mr. D. P. Khaitan emphasised that it was far better for Indian cultivator to 
depend more on the Indian cotton industry than foreign countries like Japan which 
wore manipulating thoir imports and exports to suit their Imperial game. 

Mr. S. Bngchi (Calcutta) supporting tho resolution pointed out that the ultimate 
aim of tho Congress was an India united and undivided and the recent insurance 
legislation appeared to thrust a subtle wedge into the structure of that unity. 

Mr. Khosla (Delhi) having supported, the resolution was adopted. 
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Administration op Excise Legislations 

Mr. B. D. Amin moved the next resolution. “That this FeJeration Is of opinion 
that diversity of procedure in the airainisfration of excise le^jislations in different 
provinces in respect of rates of excise duties leviable on spirits and spiiituous pre- 
parations has resulted in restrictinj^ free internal movement of such preparations 
from one province to another and has acted as a handle ip to the development of 
an indigenous pharmaceutical industry and of small indust tics utilising its products 
as raw materials and therefoio urges provincial Goveinments to introduce uniform 
regulations in their excise administrations.” 

Mr. M. B. Patel supported the resolution which was adopted. 

Import of Vegetable Giieb 

Mr. FT, C, Misra (Cawnpore) moved the next resolution on vegetable ghee in the 
interests of Indian agricultui ist and with a view to develop the indigenous dairy 
industry, early legislation .should be undertaken by the Central Covoinment so as 
to regulate (a) the impoit of the vegetable hydrogenated products known as vegetable 
or aitificial ghee and (b) the maiketing of ail such products with a view to pre- 
venting theii possible admixtuie with gonuiuo ghee produced fiora cow or buffalo 
milk. 

The mover admitted that the advent of the vegetable ghee had rheckod the .sale 
of adulterated ghee and had incidentally increased. Somowhat on the linos of that 
existing in England was needed here. 

There was a healed discussion as to the propriety or otherwise of a resolution 
moved by Diwan Bahadur Ratnasapahathi Mvdaliar on Agricultural Dobt Relief 
measures. 

The Diwan Bahadur said that the debt of the agriculturist was increased not 
because of any unconscionable rate of interest but because of the unbusinesslike 
habits and uneconomic nature of the holding. The low level of prices had also been 
greatly responsible for the deplorable condition of the agricultui ist, 

Mr. Hoshang Dinshaw raised a point of order rcgaiding tlio propriety of tho 
resolution being discussed at the session of the Federation m view of tlie fact that 
the mover had based most of his observations on the provisions of the Madras Act. 

Elections op Office-Bearers 

The following office-bearers were elected for tho next year 

President — Mr. .Tamshed N, R. Mehta. 

Vice-President— Dewan Bahadur Ratnasabhapathy Mudaliar. 

Honorary Secretary — Mr. N. N. Sen. 

Members— Messers A. L. Ojba, Debesh Chandra Ghosh, M A. Mr.stoi, Kastinbh.ii 
Lalbhai, Padarnpat Singhaiua, J. C Sotalvad, N. L. Pun, M. 0. (ii’ia, K uamcliand 
Thapar, Mohammad Ismail, Guiuprasad Kapur, Q. D. Ihrla, Gurusaiau Lall, Biijlal 
Byani, Shi vi at an M(»hta, C. llayavadana Kao and A. D. Shioff. 

Tlio session at this stage concluded. 
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January — ^June 1938 



Indian Universities 


Name 


Vice Chancellor 

1. Calcutta 

(l«r,7) 

Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Huq 

2. Bombay 

(185/) 

V. N Chandravarkar 

3. Madras 

(1657) 

D. H., E. S. Ranganathara 

4 Allahabad 

(1887) 

Ain?»r Nath J ha 

5. Punjab 

(1882) 

Afzal Hussain 

6. Lucknow 

(1920) 

Sheikh Md. flabibullah 

7. Nagpur 

(]92i) 

T. J. Kedar 

8. Dacca 

(1920) 

Dr. R. C. Mazumdar 

9. Patna 

(1927) 

Dr. S Sinha 

10. Aligarh Muslim (1920 

Sir Shah M. Sulcman 

11. Delhi 

(1922) 

R. B. Ramkishoie 

12. Agra 

(1927) 

Dr. P. C. Basu 

13. Benares, Hindu 

(1915) 

Pt. M. M. Malaviya 

14. Andhra 

(1926) 

C. R Reddy 

15. Annamalai (Chidambaram) (1929) Rt. lion. Srinivasa Sastri 

16. Rangoon 

(1920) 

U. Sett 

17. Mysore 

(1916) 

N. S. Subba Kao 


18. Osmania (Hyderbad (1918) Nawab \Jehcli Yar Jung 

19. Sm. Nathibai Damodar Thackers.iy 

Women’s University (1916) Dr. D. K. Karvc 

20. Travancore (1938) Sir P. C. Ramasvvami Iyer 



Educational Progress in India 

Central Board^s Recommendations. 

The following is tho text of a letter dated. May 10, addressed by the Govern- 
ment of India, Department of Education, Health and Lands, to all Provincial Govern- 
ments and Administrations, forwarding copies of the Resolutions passed at the 
third Annual Meeting of tho Central Advisory Board of Education, held at Now 
Delhi on the 28th January 1938 : 

As stated in paragiaph 3 of this Department circular letter No. F. 10-3-37 C. A. B. 
dated the 8th March 1937, the Board, at Its second annual meeting held in December 
19.36, (loclded to refer the question of primary education to its Vernacular Education 
Committee with definite suggestions in regard to the nature of the administration 
and the control of primary education in India. This committee, to which were 
co-opted persons possessing experience in the administration of primary education, 
mot in Simla In September 1937 and presented its report to the Board on the 28th 
January 1938. 

The report states that there is sufficient evidence to show that generally the 
administration of vernacular education In India is lax in manv ways. To improve 
administration, the committee recommended that a Board of Vernacular education 
consisting of not more than seven members of whom at least one should be a woman, 
with the Minister of Education as Chairman, should be constituted in each province, 
that the members of this Board should bo appointed by the Ministry, that all 
problems concerning the expansion, control and administration of vernacular educa- 
tion and the financial aspect of these questions should come within the purview of 
this Board, and that the Board should have no statutory powers but act in an 
advisory capacity. 

Tills recommendation to constitute a Board of Vernacular Education in each 
province was approved by the Central Advisory Board of Education, but there was 
a difference of opinion in regard to functions and constitution. On the one hand, it 
was felt that the Influence of such a board without statutory poweis might not be 
sufficiently effective ; on the other hand. It was held that the Influence of a board 
consisting of representatives of a variety of interests and outlook would strengthen 
the liands of the Minister. After caiefully considering tlie matter, the Board agreed 
on the desirability of instituting a Board of Vernacular Education in each province, 
but pieferrod to leave the functions and the eonstitution to each individual province. 

In most provinces, under Local Self-Government or similar Acts, District 
Boards or other statutoiy bodies excercise almost full control over vernacular educa- 
tion In their respective areas. These Acts have removed from the Provincial Govern- 
ment and their officers many powers which they forraeily exercised. The report of 
the sub-committee observes tliat there is little evidence to show that local bodies 
generally are developing a higher sense of civic responsibility in educational admini- 
stration. Whilst the delegation of all powers in regard to educational affairs by the 
local body to the Government Inspector may not receive general acceptance, yet the 
Committee felt that an Improved Government Inspectorate with wide powers of 
control would Improve the administration of primary education. The Committee in 
its report accordingly recommended that the inspectorate should be appointed, by 
Government, that every District Inspector should be a member of the Provincial 
Service, that unless a special administrative officer were appointed, the inspector 
should act as the administrative officer of the local body in all matters affecting 
vernacular education, and that all questions of transfer, appointment, , dismissal, and 
Increments should be decided by him in consultation with the Divisional Inspector 
In the case of angle- vernacular teachers, the District Inspectress having the same 
powers in all matters concerning women teachers. In addition . the Committee 
recommended the appointment at head quarters of a senior officer whose duties 
should be wholly connected with the administration of primary education and who 
should also act as Secretary of the proposed B^ard of Vernacular Education 

These recommendations were carefully considered by the Central Advisory 
Board. While there was not unanimity in regard to the removal of cei;tain powers 
from the local body to the Inspector or to an administrative officer, the majority of 
the members of the Board were strongly In favour of removing such executive 
matters as the appointment and transfer of teaohers from the local body to the 

54 
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Inspector. A small minority, whilst admitting the laxity of local body administra- 
tion, preferred not to hand over thoso powers but to attempt to improve the 
present system. After long discussion, tho Boaid decided that a copy of the Report 
of this committee should he foi warded to the Piovinoial Govc'inments for consi- 
deration and such action as they might consider necessaiv. The Government of 
India are anxious that tlio recommendations ol tlio Committee sliall receive early 
attention from Provincial Governments T am accordingly to forward copies of 
the Report of tho Vernacular Kducatioii Committee of tlie Board on the adminis- 
tration and control of primaiy education m India and to request that the views of 
the Provincial Government may kindly he fuinished at an oaily date, on tho 
recommendations made by this Committee and also on the action which they 
propose to take. 

The Report of the Women’s Education Committee of the Board on tlio 
curriculum of girls’ primaiv schools iii India was a^o considered by the Board 
at its meetings on the 28th .lanuaiy 1938. lnri]»oitant recommendations made in 
the report are that tho cumculum should ho expK's^ed in teirns of activities 
that in the piimary classes tho general cumculum foi hoys and girls noed 
not be different and that co-education u[) to the ago of aboiit 10 'is not olqootionable. 
There was general agreement at tlie me«‘ting ol the B<.ir I m legard to these 
recommendations and also on tho neod of offlcnnit t<*achcrs competent inspection 
and abundant handwork mateiial tor the satisf.ictoiy feadrng of any curriculum 
for primary schools. 

Another important subject considered by tin* spen lal committee was th(3 inclusion 
of religious instruction in the cumculnm of piirnaiN schools. While opinion was 
not unanimous in the comrnittoo in i.-g.ird to this quest:. m, there was agreement 
that an education divorced fiorn icligion \\as stenh* an! that piimaiy education 
without teaching the basic piinciples cummou to a'l icligions was incomplete The 
Board whilst generally agreeing with ilns op'nion prefer jej, ori account of the 
difficulties and the contentious nature of the subject, to rnik'> do spr»,*!tu* recommou- 
dation and also on the recommendation made in the icp'ut that a common language 
was desirable for India. 

After considering the vaiious recomraendahons made h\ its Women’s Education 
Committee on the cuniculum of girls’ pnmarv si h )ols in In ii.i, the Boaid decided 
that a copy of this report slioiild also bo fi'twaided to the lhi>\incial Giovornments 
for consideration and such in tion as they nngfit consider iietessaiy. Tho Govern- 
ment of India are confident that tho two lepoits with tht* I'oc-.mmeiidations will 
receive the earnest consideiatmn of the Piovincial ('loyeinin'Mits I am accordingly 
to foi ward cnjiies of the leport of this coramitteo a'so and to lequest that thb 
Provincial Government vill kindly fuiinsh their views on the recommendations 
made by this committee and also on tho aidion winch they plopf)^e to take. 

Another subject of considiuablo impoit.mcc which engaged tin* attention of the 
Board was the Report on Vocational education in India b\ Mi A. Abbitr, O B E. 
formerly Chief Inspector of Technical Schools, Boaid of Ivlucainui, Eugh.nd, with a 
section on General Education and Admimstiation by Mr S II Wuod \l. C., Diiector 
of Intelligence. Board of Education, England, copies of which liavo alioady been 
foi warded to provincial Ooveriiments Mi. Abbott, who was pi'Sout at the mooting, 
explained moie precisely tho meaning and function of the industrial survey and 
agreed that the intention was accurately stated in his sumraai> of i eoommondations 
viz., that every province sliould make a survey of tho (‘ducational needs of its 
industries and commerce. It was agreed that the figures of tin* number in employ- 
ment in different grades in various industries, particulaily tlio power industries, 
would give the information rcquiied and could, witliout diffn ulty, be obtained to a 
reasonable degree of accuracy. Corresponding figures for handicrafts would, however, 
be less reliable. Tho danger of creat ng unemployment of anothor kind by deve- 
loping technical schools to such au extent that occupations could not absorb tho 
products of the schools was also pointed out, and foi this reason the need of a 
survey was considered to be all the more urgent. The Board considered that an 
estimation of the demand of educated labour of each industry or group of industries 
would be suflScient. The Government of India bnag this suggestion to the notice of 
Provincial Governments when any reorganisation of their school system is under 
consideration. 

In the course of discussion on the Wood-Abbott Report mentioned above, the 
scheme which is popularly known as the Wardha Education Scheme was referred 
to. So many important issues arose in this conneotion that the Board felt a further 
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examination was desirable. It therefore appointed a special sub-committoe with 

f )Owers to co-opt, to examine the schf^me of educational ioconstru(;tion incoporated 
n the Wardha Scheme in tho lif»ht of Wood- Abbott Report and other relevant docu- 
ments, e. g, the leports of committees appointed by certain Provincial Oovernmenta, 
and to make recoraraend.itions — vide Resolutions No. (3) ot tho Board. It is pro- 
posed to call a rneetirif' of this sul>-coramittoe in Simla during the summer. The 
(lovornment of India will be glad if the Provincial Government will kindly 
supply the Dofiartment of Education, Health and Lands with 20 copies of any reports, 
etc , which they raav wish the sub-committee to take into consideration in their 
examination of the Waidlia Scheme 

Among the other suhj'*cts considered at the meeting of the Board was the for- 
mation of a National Committee on Int^dlectual Co-operation in India The Gov- 
ernment of Index for som** time previou^lv hid considered the question of the 
relations between India and fii« Oiganisation of the L^Mguo of Nation for Intellectual 
Co-operation, esp(»cially with ref-ueii'-e to the ereation of a National Committee on 
intellectual Cooperation in India. As it was considered desiiahle tint, pending a 
decision on tire question of the foimation of such a committee, India sliould co-oper- 
ate in the work of intellectual r.o-op. ‘ration of the League of Nations as far as 
possible, tho E lucational Commission**! with the Government of India was appointed as 
Correspondent with th>‘ Seciet.uiat of the International Committee of the League 
on Intellectual Co-epyiation and the Director of the Inter national Institute of In- 
tellectual Co-opei'ation, Pans. Subserjocntlv, tie* Tnter-Universitv Board, India, un- 
dertook the function of a National Committee on Intellectual Co-operation in India 
so far as questions of higlier education weie conceined As the present ariange- 
ments are working setisfactniilv, the CtmtiMl A'lvisorv Board of Education recom- 
mended that these arrangements sliold continue, Tho Government of India accept 
this recommendation. 

It may be recalled that in 1935 the Board passed a series of 'mportant resolutions 
regarding' edu'’ational reconsti action in ln<lia. The Government of India were naturally 
anxious that these recommendations should receive eaily and sympathetic attention 
from Provincial Governments, pnmarily because of the recognised and pressing need 
for dealing in gently with tho protdems to which those recommendations related They 
accordingly forwarded eopies of the resolutions to Provincial Guvernments with their 
letter No. F. l-G (a)-:i6-C. A. B, dated the 10th April 1916, for consideration. A 
summary of the lopoits loceivod from the Piovmcial G overnments on the action taken 
or pi'oposed to be taken on these resolutions xvas placed before the Board which noted 
with satisfaction that practically every province was alive to the need of reconstruc- 
tion and that seveial were considering the pos^lblllty of i e<'onstruction on the lines 
a{)proximating to those suggested b\ the Boaid Ihe Boaid also noted with satisfac- 
tion that the Pi(Uincial Gcveinmen’s wure geneially implementing the recommenda- 
tions made in the Repoit of its Women s Education Committee on the primary edu- 
cation of girls in India copies ef whidi were forwarded to them with this Department 
letter No F. 10-3 37-— C A B, dated the 8ih Alxich 1937. 

In conclusion, the G(*\einment of India desire to express their keen appreciation 
of the labours of tho Board and of tho attention which Provincial Governments give 
to the Board’s lecommendations. 


Women’s Education Committee Report 

The following is the Report of b> tho Women’s Education Committee appointed by 
the Central Advisory Board of Education to examine tho existing arrangements 
for the education of girls at the primary stage. 

It is essential, say the Committee, that the proportion of girls under instruction in 
the primary stage sliould be increased considerably and unless girls’ education in 
the rural areas is greatly improved, all attero|>ts to spiead literacy will be in vain. 

After having studied tho figures throughout India the Committee consider the posi- 
sition with respect to girls' primary education and the resultant literacy figures to be 
most unsatisfactory. 

The Committee accordingly recommend that until tho relative positions are more 
even, all further schemes for expanding boys’ primary education should proceed pari 
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pas$u with Bimilar schemes, for increase In the piils’ primary education should have a 
prior claim on public funds wlieie piovision for both cannot be found. 

While for pin poses of calculation 12 per cent of the total population, or of the 
male or female population as bein;^ the maximum number of children between the 
ages 6 and 11 available for education may be accepted, the figures, say the Committee, 
show that only 16 5 per cent of the girls who should be in school are actually attend- 
ing as compared with 50.3 per cent, of boys. The figuies vaiy enormously h<*tween 
the diffen'nt provinces. Omitting the smaller aieas, Madias leads with 28 3, the 
United Provinces, the Central Provinces aud Bihar and Oiissa have only 61, 7 6 and 
6.0 respectively. 

It was generally agreed that higher qualified teachers were necessary and that the 
primary passed teacher even if tiained couM not be rcganled as satisfactory. 

But the number of qualified women wiio came out in 11135 fiom 36 cofleges, 876 
high schools, 392 Anglo-vernacular middle schools, .S22 veriiaculai middle schools and 
33,786 primary schools for girls in the whole of India was as fullow's 


Graduates 402 

Intermediate 1,184 

Matriculation and High School 4,281 

Middle Standard examination 13,173 


Provided half the number of giils who aio of rducalde ai'o at the primary standard 

are to be brought to school the extra number of teudiors lequiied thioughout India 

would be 151,188. 

The actual number of trained teachers turned out m 19 i5 was barely 2,500. 

A large number of girls attend t»oys’ schools, the le.ison being not any preference 

for boys’ schools as such though the inefficient It'arh'iig in man\ gn Is’ schools wheio 
the teachers were unqualified women or superannuated men feacheis was responsible 
for much of the attendance in bo.>s’ schools, hut the lack of gills’ si bools. 

Co-education, however, definitely means a .saving on buildings and (qinpmout The 
Committee therefore consider that co-educatnui at the pnmaty stage should bo the ul- 
timate aim in all small rural areas but where the numbeis ate large separate schools 

are desirable. They further consider that co-education in bankwatd aieas cau only be 
achieved by the appointment of women teachers in mixed schools 

But how’ is it possible to get women teacheis in villages? 

There is often no {dace wheie thev can live and they cannot go unprotected. The 

difficulty about a married couple in a village where there aie (wo schools is that the 

man might be tiansforred and the woman left. The employ metit of married coiiple.s 
can, theiefore, be a solution only in mixed sclx ols and will not help the giils’ 
school at all. 

The best solution, according to the Committee, is in appomting two women 
together to school. 

The Committee therefore consider that 

(a) it is essential that only women teacheis should be cmplovpd in primary 
schools for girls aud teaching in infant classes in bojs’ stliools blivUild, w’lercver 
possible, be entrusted to women teachers aud for this purpose the employment of 
trained married couples should be oncoutaged. 

(b) In mixed schools or boys’ .schviols .vhere women teachers ate apiiointed at 

least two should be posted to the same scliool. 

(c) I^arge centr.tl primary schools with hostel accommodation for several teachers 
should be established in lural areas and trauspoit facilities j>rovidod to enable girls 
to bo biought in from neighbouring villages, whero this is practicable. 

(d) Special (fiforts should be made to tiain village giils who will return to 
their own village to teach after training. 

As to the piovisioii of teachers the Committee found that there wumg fundamental 
differences in the piovision of teachers in diffeient paits of India, though as a 
general rule the primary teacher is a product of the vernacular school either primary 
or secondaiy. The problem, say the Committee, must bo viewed as a whole and 
not attempted piecemeal. 

The Committee consider that with a view to raising the standard of women 
primary school teachers a minimum preliminary period of at least eight years’ school 
education followed by a two years’ tiaining course is necessaiy. 

The Committee are also of opinion that there should be more central training 
schools ID luial areas with increasod kostel accopumodation and stipends for women 
primary teac^cis, 
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A^aio aR a corollary to tlie f*j:p{irif,ion of girls’ primary education the Committee 
cojisider that provinces would have to consid»*r facilities for higher education of 
women including the opening of more middle and high schools wheie necessary. 

But of couise the expansion would have to be planned. The lesson of indiscri- 
minate and unplanned quantitative expansion in boys’ education should be taken to 
heart and a similar mistake avoided in regard to women’s education. 

With regard to wastage the Committee agree generally that one of the chief 
causes of stagnation and wastage at the primary stage is the largo number of in- 
complete schools, that is of schools not up to the full nrimary standard. 

They consider, therefore, that all girls’ schools snould ordinarily he full primary 
schools with a minimum of two teachers or a maximum of 40 pupils on roll per 
U acher. 

The Committee are farther of opinion that to prevent wastage admission should not 
he made more than twice a year and that no child should bo admitted before com- 
fdeting tho fifth year. 

As for compultion it was poinfol out to the committee that experience in boys’ 
schools showed that it did not necessarily make wastage anv less. Poverty was a 
groat obstacle to tho successful working of compulsion Lut thoio were a large 
number of children who could not come to soliool because the small amount of 
money they earned maio all tho diffeienco between starvation and bare existence 
for their family. There was a certain stiatura of the population which was l>eyond 
compulsion and the only way of gnting them into schools would bo to piovide not 
onlv free meals and fiee clothing but allowances for their famdies 

There was no opposition to the need to apply compulsion to girls where it was 
ajipliod to hoys but tho argument was whether comi>u!sion could reduce wastage. It 
was argued that it was impossible to ask girls to w’alk any distance to schools but 
the real difficulty was found to be irfet.,ular attendauce. Children did not rise to the 
upper standards because they did not get promoted and they were not promoted 
because they did not attend regularly. If the school was made sufficiently attractive 
there would probably be no great need of compulsion. 

But until girls’ education was numerically on a level with that of boys it was 
obvious that some degree of compulsion w’ould be necessary. It should however be 
a system of ('ompulsion where the emphasis would be laid not only on enrolment 
but^ o 1 regular attendance. 

fhe Comraittoo agreed tliat in any futdre scheme of compulsion girls should not 
be omitted and it was considered that getting the girls to school was far more impor- 
tant than getting the bo>s to school. 

The Committee, theiefore, recommend strongly that existing school buildings, 
particularly in urban areas, should be improved, that all schools should have a 
filayground and school garden attached and that in order to attract ch:idien to school 
and to ensure more regular attendauce closer contact and co-operation between the 
inspecting staff, teachers and parents should be encouraged, the instruction should be 
g.ven in training schools as to methods of appioacli to parents. 

Tliere was cordial approval also of the general proposition as to the necessity for 
teachers being propagandists of education. 

On the point of finance while it was generally agreed that more money was being 
spent nowr on giils’ education than before, the Committee are of opinion that the 
pioporhonate expenditure on girl.s’ edi.cation should be int ieased, the funds being 
partially found by an adjustment of expenditure and elimination of waste. They 

fuither consider that primal y education in girls' schools in lural areas should he free. 

1 hero was much financial waste, say the Committee, in the expenditure on 
primary education, specially boys’ pnmaiy education. If theie was a well-planned 
piograramo eliminating the waste, it would be possible to provide adequate facilities 
i<)r girls as well as boys. The amalgamation of iLcomplete or small single-teacher 
schools alone would result in great saving and the money thus saved could be used 
education improvement of boys’ pnmaiy education and the expansion of giils* 

f education was definitely too cheap ; more money should be paid in 

lees so as to relieve Goveinment budgets, say the Committee, of the burden of 

excessive and top-heavy expenditure on secondary and higher education, Besides, 

private benevolence must play a greater part in financing higher secondary education, 
taus releasing more money for the expansion of primary education. 
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Lastly, the Oomraittee considei that the contiol of local bodies over girls’ educa- 
tion in some provinces lias not been satisfii’torv ui respect of piovision of funds, 
general inten^st and enthusiasm, and locornmend that mi'ihnJs to improve tins control 
should be investigated. KnitlioF, piovincial (loveriirnenis might corisidei the necessity 
of insisting that all local bodies should spend an adeijiiato pioportion of tlioir 
educational funds on the f)iimai\ edocation of giils 

'Ihe follo\Mng aie (>xtiacts fiom the memoiandiim on the education of girls in 
India which was cii ciliated to the Memlieis of the Committee . — 

Twenty joais ago the total number of giils attending s hools was 1. 210,608, ten 
years ago it was 1,842,152, lo-dav it is 2,8\)0, 31G This is a lemaikalile incie.ise and 
theie aie signs tliat this jnogiessive adv.nn e will continue Hut theie is a luige 
leeway to make up. 

It may he taken as avioraatir that until the gnls in tlie villages are given at least 
fhe elements of cdueatiori theie is little hope of any it*al piogjess in inial uplift. 
In our hoys' primary schools we teach hygiene, cioaiiliness and the principles of 
better living to childten who go back to the squalor of then home life and promptly 
forget in tlio example of then homes all they liaxe leaiiit. Unless the women aio 
educated all oui pleaching is vain. 

The obsiaeles to the spiead of education among woiri'Ti in India aie many but 
it will bp found tliat if faced thoy aie liable to vanish Tin* qut'stioii of pftidih 
hardly affects the villagt* aiul ma\ he laigelv d's< uuntod The chiet obstacle has been 
the prevalent idea that giils’ ediaation is s<eonJai\ to that of hovs 

Anothei difficulty wliiih lias so far hinder efi all rdfoits to iricieasn education of 
gills in rural hums has heen tlie practical impos'>ihilif \ uf g-‘ttiiig single woraoii 
teachers to go to village schools 

Emancipation of women has still fat to go in ludi.i and no fathor would allow 
his daughtei to go and live in a village without piopei chapcMouage, and this is 
hard to get. As a result, teachers lu villag* gnls’ schools aie eitliei snporannuated 
old giey-beaids, elderly widow’s or married women, and few lioaids can pay their 
teacheis enough to support a husband 

i'lie speed w’ltli wdiicli the education of gnls can sjiiead in luial areas doporids 
entirely uf»ou the solution of this problem. 

One attempt at a solution has been to encourage the attendeneo of girls in boss’ 
[•rimary schools. They can and do attain literacv before attaining the ago when 
custom decrees that they should bo withdrawn. To facilitate this attouderico in some 
provinces, notably the Unite I Urovinces, rules have been made piolubiting the altoa- 
derico of bo^s over a certain age in primary sidiools 

iSome criticism lias been made of this method of spieading education among giils on 
the score of non-differentiation of cuiriculum but at the pnrnaiy stage it is extremely 
doubtful if any differentiation is necossaiy. There is indeed little, if any, difference 
between tfie biaiu capacity of boys and girls or ditleience in calibie at this stage. 
Where g'rls do suffer is m games and physical training wiiere they are not catered 
for at all. Thus as there is no real diffeienco m mentality between boys aid girls 
at this stage, it follow’s that differentiation of cuiiicula is not really uccess.iiy and 
that the mixed school w’ould solve all our difficulties in the lural areas 

Wo.MEN MAKE BEST TeaCHKRS 

But, for the mixed school to succeed, it is necessary to have w’oraon teachers. 
The reason for this is obvious. Women teachers in a school w’ould bo a definitely 
civilising factor ; they would give parents confidence and could do a vast amount of 
educational propaganda, while they could fuithor devote attention to the games and 
physical training of the girls. They would also be able to give the girls the rudi- 
ments of training in domestic subjects. But there is a further advantage perhaps 
superior to all those. They would be able to bring to the training of the very small 
children that intuition and sympathy which makes women the best teachers in the 
early stages 

The employment of women teachers in the infant classes would therefore not^ only 
attract girls to the village school but would also lessen the stagnation which is at 
present so marked a feature of our primary schools. If the children can be moved 
on from class to class with a definite time, then literac^r will increase immeasurablyy 
and place where the pace of subsequent advance is set is the Infant Class. 



The Indian Science Congress 

Opening Day — Calcutta — 3rd January 1938 

Viceroy’# Opening Address 

The Silver Juhiloo sef?sion of the Indian 8cie* ce Con"re<?s was held in Calcufta 
on the 3rd January 1938 under the presidency of Sir James Jeans His Excellency 
the Viceioy, opening tlie session, said : 

Your Excellencies. Sir Jam^*s Jeans, Mr. Yice-f^hancellor, Ladies and fientlemen. — 

It was with the utmost pleasure that I accepted the invitation which you so kindly 
extended to mo to open the Jubd^e Session of the Indian Science Conii'e^s Associa- 
tion This session is a memorahle occasion in tlie annals of Indian Science and I 
would like in m\ opening remarks to extend to the Association my wann congiatula- 
tions on the successful coraoletion of this stage m its long and useful life I would 
like, too, to extend my congratulations to those responsible for the oiganisation of this 
session They have — and I fe*d I expiess the opinion of aU pieseut- been peculiarly 
hafif'y in their choice of Calcutta for the meeting and in th-Mi decision, with a view 
to raaiking the special character of this session, to extend invitations to repr ••S'*ntati vi^s 
of the British Association and to scientists fiorn otleu countru'S to join lu tin* discus- 
sions and celebration^ which are to take place. The choice of Calcutta as tin' mc't- 
ing place is partieulaily appiopnate f " it was lioie tint the first inaugural meeting 
of the Association was held m 1914 iii the loims of the then Asnitic Socu'tv of 
Bengal which, if I may quote Su Asutosh Mukherjet‘’s woids. has been tliioughout 
its lotig caieet the jinncipal source of inspiration lu the organisation and advancement 
of scientific lesearch of every description in this country 1 feel that it would not he 
amiss if I were to express here the deep debt of grMtitu lo which this Association 
owes to the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal wliich can, 1 think, appropriately be des- 
enbt'd as its foster-parent in its early days and a very t»enign and helpful lelativeevon 
to-day C’alentta, too, is tlie city with which the name of that distinguished education- 
ist Sii Asutosh Mukheijee, himself the first Chairman of this Association, is associated. 
I do not tliink I exaggciate when I say that the licir innings and the contiruu'd deve- 
lojuneiit of the Association are very largely due to his oiie-gy and interest and to tlie 
iinj)*‘tiis which he impaited to tln3 activities of the \sS()ciation in its early da\s. 

“Tlie visit of the distinguished lejiresentativcs of the British Association and of 
Kcuuitisth fi(.in other countiies make this Jiihilee siS'iion outstanding in the histoiy of 
the Assoc'ation. To all our distinguished visitois, J extend a veiy cordial welcome. 
We, in India, if I raav s.iy so, consider yoar visit to this countiv a very great eora- 
jdirnent Indeed, it is more It is a lecognition as it weie, of India’s .scientific com- 
ing-of-age and a happy augury for closer oo-opci atmu in the domain of science bet- 
w^eon India and the outside world. I cannot allow’ this f.ecasion to pass without ex- 
piessing our keen regret at the untiraelv death of Lord Rutherford. Ho was to have 
piesided ovei the dehlieiations of this joint session His death means not only the 
loss of a President who w'ould have left the imprint of his gieat min i and jiersonality 
on this Conference, hut the loss to the woild of jx-rhaps the greatest experimental 
jrhysrcist of modern times We are fortunate, indeed, in having Sir James Jeans to 
take his place. His contiibutioiis to astro phvsic.s are world famows md his name is 
familiar to all poisons ai’qnarnted udth the English language through his biilhaat ex- 
position of our present knowledge regarding the celestial world. 

“I would fail m my duty if I did not also mention here the keen regret which 
we feel at the death of Sir Jagadish Bose, one of India’s greatest scientists and a 
man whose w’ork had achieved world- wide lecognition. It is especially sad that he 
did not live to take part in those celebiations to mark the growth of scientific 
activity in India during the last 25 yeais, a growth in which he* played so important 
a part. To him belongs the credit of being the first person to initiate scientific 
departments of Government and I do not think that I should go too far were 1 to 
style him the pioneer scientific worker in physics in India. 

* ‘'It is tempting on an occasion snen as this to dwell on the peisonalities and 
the events which colour and mark the period the completion of which is being 



432 EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA roAtoOTTA- 

celebrated. The history of the Indian Science Congress Association during the last 
twenty-five years is rich in both. Indeed, if one considers the development of 
world history over those 25 years, it would bo curious if the Association did not 
reflect in some degree the movement of those eventful years. But time compels me 
to refrain from any historical retrospect. 1 cannot, however, pass on without paying 
a tribute to the success with which the Assooiatiou has fulfilled the objects for 
which it was founded. Since the early seventies of the last century, young Indians 
began to interest themselves in science and to proceed abroad on what then consti- 
tuted biave ventures for many of them to learn science. With the consequent 
increasing scientific activities in India, the want was felt of an institution which 
would organise meetings of workers in different branches of science and enable them 
to exchange .ideas, to establish tKose p^ersonal contacts which are so helpful in 
furthering scientific activity, to formulate policies for the fuitherance of the cause 
of science and to bring its needs and services to the notice of those who are in a 

f osition to help In the attainment of its objectives. The aims with which the 
ndian Science Congress Association was founded were three-fold : firstly, to 
encourage research and to publish the results amongst scientific woikors in India; 
secondly, to give opportunities for personal intercourse and scientific championship ; 
thirdly, to promote public inteiest in science. These aims have been magnificently 
fulfilled. 

“Let me give one example which will demonstrate the progress that has been 
made. At the first meeting of the Association there were five sections, namely, 
Cheraistiy, Physics, Geology, Botany and Ethnology. The membership was 103 and 
'dl papers were notified for reading. .At this year’s Conference, there are Id sections 
and a membership of moio than l,t)00 and 800 papers have been notified for reading 
There are to be 22 discussions within individual sections and 10 joint discussions 
on programmes which concern more than one section. You will agree, I am aurt‘, 
that this IS a development tho significance of which calls for no emphasis. No one 
will deny, I think, tliat the Association with its annual meetings at various centres 
throughout India, has done work of tho utmost value in tho impetus which it has 
given to scientific research throughout tho country in the assistance which it has 
lent by stimulating close and constant collaboiation between scientific workers In 
the rationalising, if I may use a convenient word, of scientific woik in India and tho 
elimination of the risks of mutual ignorance and needless duplication of effoit The 
Association too, has roiidorod most useful service in bringing Indian scioutisis h.-- 
fore the woild outside by creating conditions for sjsiemotic presentation of thotr 
work. For this India owes the Association no inconsideiable debt of gratitude 
Indian Scientists’ Good Work 

“India to-day can claim not a few scientists, the originality of wh)so contributions 
in different branches of science have won for them international recognition and 
1 feel myself that the presence of sofmany eminent scientists from abroad at these 
celebrations sets the seal of internal recognition upon the position to which sciencti 
in India has now attained. We are entitled, think, to feel that the future of 
science in India is full of encouragement. India has demonstrated beyond question 
that she possesses men of capacity with the will to labour and if in this country we 
have workers prepared and equipped to take their place amongst those who to-day in 
every continent are engaged, whether In pure or in applied science, in advancing the 
frontiers of human knowledge, it is very evident that India affords limitless opportu- 
nities for the harnessing of that knowledge for the betterment of mankind. By uni- 
versal accord, the first and foremost object of our endeavour in the material field 
must be to bettor the lot of the agricultural population and to raise the standard of 
living of the cultivators. Success in that endeavour is the criterion by which all pur 
efforts must ultimately be judged. Mr. President, I have scanned the formidable roll 
of subjects falling within the several sections Into which your Corfferenoe ha& been 
divided. I find very few of those subjects which by their nature we need regard 
as being incapable of making a due contribution towards the achievement of that 
high purpose and I can imagine no more fascinating challenge to young scientist in 
this country than the employment of their brains and tho application of tho latent 
scientific knowledge to the attempt to solve the maaifold probhams of mateiial 
advancement that confront us on every side. 

“But encouraging though the prospect may be in theory. India Is faced with the 
same practical diflicultios that other countries experience, of making provision for 
research and scientific activities. As regards toe division of labour on scientific 
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subjects between various authorities, the position in India is, broadly speaking, that 
the Universities devote themselves— and indeed, it is fitting that this should be so — 
to pure science while research in applied science is carried out in institutions 
organised for a specific purpose ; the Indian Forest Research Institute at Dehra Dun, 
the Imperial Agricultural Research Institute at Delhi, the Central Medical Research 
Institute at Kasauli, the All-lndia Institute of Hygiene and Public Health at Calcutta, 
to name only a few of the more prominent. But the financial burden of this 
research falls, either immediately or in the long run, on Government. Resea-ch 
institutes are almost exclusively maintained either by the Central or Provincial Gov- 
ernments. The work of the Universities is substantially subsidised by the Govern- 
ments of the Provinces in which they are situated. 

“It is, to my mind, an unsatisfactory state of affairs that the Government with 
manifold calls on its financial resources should have to bear the main burden also 
in this respect. The scope for scientific research, whether pure or applied, is 
practically unlimited and no small obligation exists, in my judgment, on private 
munificence to supplement what Governments are now doing in fhe work which 
Gov(‘inment had for so long and so anxiously supported and to which It continues 
to-day, directly or indirectly, to contribute on no moan scale When I make that 
comment, yon "will not for a moment think that I m any way undei -estimate the 
invaluable assistance which has been given by the past and present benefactors to 
specific lines of research and, indeed, to tho Jubdee Session which we are opening 
to-day. My appeal is a wider one. The opportunities of science are gieat; the 
liehi remaining to be exploied and the woik leraaining to be done immense. 1 am 
confident tliat in asking for a still fuither develoi^raont of the material aud substan- 
tial assistance which over many years has been fieely affoided by generous donors, 
I can rely on a i espouse compaiable in somo degree with the needs to be met and 
I would say, with the oppin tunities whicli offer. 

“liadies and gentlemen, the occasion of this Conference, the p’-osonce hero to-day 
of this distinguished gathering aie not meiely a recognition of Indian science and 
scientists. They are more. Thcv constitute, I am satisfied, a manifestation of tho 
Intel est taken by the intellectual woill of the we'^t in the tiend of developments lu 
India. Interest" f torn such a souice is of inestimable value to India at the present 
time. It will, 1 feel, continue to be of value in the future. Ir is not for mo to 
lomiml you that India is in a transitional stage, that she is on the threshold of a 
m‘w era. Wo may anticipate that the lecont political refoims will inevitably find 
their reflection in an luci eased determination among Indians that India should 
continue in an increasing degiee to make her own individual contribution to world 
history and world concepts. What will be the nature of that contribution and what 
its scale, it is diflScult to foicseo cieaily at this period. 

“The history of Indian civilisation goes further hack than the history of Western 
countiies. The great name of India has throughout that long history at all times 
been associated with religion, with mysticism, with philosophy and with tho arts. 
Throughout the centuries, her economy has been, as, indeed, it still is and it is 

likely to continue, to be fundamentally agiicultural with the simple, patient, methodi- 
cal and thrifty life for tho people which that implies. With tho match of years, 
there has come the inevitable impact of the West and India to-day is engaged on 
the wielding on to her old structures of tho newer political and economic forms of 

the West on the finding m her intellectual life of a place for tho discoveries of 

science with all their challenge to accepted modes of thought and practice. This is a 
time, therefore, when interest, undei standing and sympathy are vital from those 
especially who are leaders in science and in those kindred activities which have 
been so dominant a characteristic of Western development m recent years. 

“It may be argued that scientists, of all people, are those who can help least 

in this respect since scientists speak a universal language and science is science the 
world over, but — and I speak with diffidence as a layman — w'hen talking of countries 
and their civilisations, it is difficult to dissociate a scientist from the background 
against which he works and from the effect of his work on the development of his 
times. The scientist has his place not only in the world of science, but m society 
as a whole. The backgrounds against which scientists in India and the West 
puisue their activities are vastly different and the possible effects on society from 
the impact of their discoveries on everyday life must inevitably vary, but that 
difference in no way diminishes the value to us in India of the informed interest, 
of the advioe and of the wide and varied experience of those who have seen the 
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possibilities and the limitations of scientific activity in other spheios. Your know- 
ledge, your expenence, your veiy aloofness from tlio Indian ba(;lf^'IOund will impart 
a special value to any analysis of the piobicms which coiifiont us Inue and to any 
suggestions whicdi in the light of your dclihotations you may feel aide to advance as 
to the directions in wh ch investigation and examination can most fiiiitfully be pur- 
sued. Nir need J emphasise how great a souice of encouiagemeut it must bo to those 
who have so unspaniigly devottMl themselves m this countiy to the piohloms whudi 
will come before you in youi discussions and to tlioso bioad general ismios which are 
in the scientific lield of 'such concern to all of ns to feel tliat in the West tlieio is a 
growing body of enlightened opinion acquainted with Indian science and uiidci standing 
in some measure the effuits of India to solve her own problems in lii'r own way. 

“But the value of the visit will not, 1 am confident, be felt on ono side only. Even 
the most enthusiastic believer iii Western civilisation must feel to-day a ceitain des- 
pondency at the apparent failuie of the West to dominate its siuentific discovei i(»s and 
to evolve a foim of society in which material progress and spiiitual fieeilom march 
comfortably together. Perhaps tlie West will find in India's moio geneial empliasis 
on simplicity and the ultimate spintualitv of things a more positive exarnpit' ol the 
truths >vh'ch the most advancisj minds of the West are now di^ooveiing Is it too 
much to hope that you, gentlemen, will he a rdiannel through winch India u !l make 
in an increasing degiee that confrihution to Westeiri and to wuild thought which 
those of us who know" and love India aic coiifi lent that she can make lu so full a 
degree ?” 


Mr. Mookerjee't Welcome Address 

Mr. Syajna Prasad xI/oo/ccr;ec, Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcoming 
the delegates and visitors, said . 

“Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

“It IS mv proud piivilege to offer a warm w-elcome to tlie d'dr'gates an i otliet 
members who have assemided heie as representatives of dithoent I'm vn sitics and 
various academic hcidics fiom all ovei the woild. We of tins Cniveisity and of tins 
city of Calcutta w’hich wotnessed the inaugiiiation of the Indian S> noif*' C -ngii'ss, 
whose jubilee is b'ong ccleiuated thus yeai, feel honoured by tluor prt>^t‘!i(‘ Wc aie 
paiticularly gratilied that this should he a joint-mecting of the Indiau S.mi m o (Con- 
gress and the British Association foi the Advanoeraent of Science w liudi ha^ done 
so much for the piomotion of scientific knowleilgo not ouly in Gicat Bntain but 
in the British Commonwealth of Nations as well. This jiunt meeling, ulnch has 
brought togethci distinguished men of scnuico from vaiious pails of the woild, 
bears testimony to the spirit of fellowship which binds tog.Ulnu tin* scientihe 
woikers of the W"oi Id. It heartens us m these dcfiicssing times to think t!i it at lea-^t 
in the realm of science and scholaiship thcie is a unity of oi.tlo dv .ml activity 
which has immense possibilities for moulding the futuie destiny of rlic huM.an lami 

“Two great figures we miss in this gathering to-day. The death of l,>r iiafheifmd 
and of Sir Jagadis Chandra Bose has createu a void wliich cannot be mi,,!;- fihod, and 
we consider it our duty to associate ouiselves witli the test of the W(o!d mi ’In* ox- 
piession of deep and widespread sorrow with which the now^ have t-emi univu*rsallv 
leceived. May their careeis and achievements seivo as an inspiration to all .seekcis of 
knowledge and tiuth for generations to come. 

“The fact that science and technology have been used and arc likely to be used in 
future for destructive purposes has raised doubts in manv minds about tlio utility of 
science itself. Indeed the harm that has been, can be and is being daily infl-cted 
thioughout the world by engines of destiuction, scientifically devised, is incalculable, 
{science is being used for purposes that no one who believes in humanity can contera- 
iilate with unconcern. There have been people, honest and well-intenfioned, who 
have been stampeded by this fact into a denial of science itself. A halt has been 
earned in many quarters to the march of science and technique. Yet it must bo 
clear on a little consideration that the blame must attach not to science but to those 
men and nations who call themselves civilised, and aie shamelessly putting science to 
an inhuman use. Science, like fire is capable alike of good and of evil and like fire it 
needs to be used with discretion and care. The good that science has done is obvi- 
ous and immense. If used exclusively for the good of mankind, it is capable of 
promoting peace and happiness m this world and of conferring benefits beyond 
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“What is wrong with the woild is not the spirit of science but the moral and 
social failure of peoples who handle science. Science, in a comprehensive sense, 
provides ns with the material appliances of life. It is the spirit of man who 
uses them tliat inquires to bo educated The view of science should be supple- 
mented by the vision of beauty and truth. It is of no little significance that this 

Congress ts presided over by one who has proclaimed to us that the world of 

srtencii revc'/ls the nitnd of the Supieme One and it is men of his type who 

sIh'uII bo able to contribute towaiUs the establishment of peace on eaith and goodwill 
ti>Wrird men 

“III spit<‘ of political, national and racial prejudices devotees of knowledge can and 
should coll.il) 'rare and become the harhingeis of the new cia that is to be. Freedom 
and unfetter 'd devotion to tiuth must be the supiorno condition of their activities. 
H.mo in this gathering are assembled men and women from distant parts of the world, 
who v\hile dithoing fiom one another in many respects visibly demonstrate a frater- 
jimV that IS tniU human. AVlien the clouds of <listrust and oppression that hang over 
tin'" \vo*ld wdl lift, tilings will comi* out in clear peispective anl matters that seem 
imp irrant at the moment wull apfieai inconsequential. Humanity will then proceed in 
a stunt of common hjotlieihood to higher and still higher reaches of knowledge and 
}ia|>|uii“ss Lot India and licr srliolais plav their part in this nohlo re-making of 
man’s destiny. Hicli with tiaditions and thoughts and endowed with strength and 
vifahiy, In iia claims the right of being tieated as a companion with equal lights in 
ilie w 01 Id’s much towaids a higher and nobler civilisation Let this international 
inee^'iig ma- k a d»*finite stage m this collaboiation on a worldwide scale, based on 
jusiioe and faii-p!a\, leading towards the ultimate tiiumph of truth and of righteous- 
ness, of fie'dun an-l of peace. 

‘‘I have now* the lionour of inviting Your Excellency to open tliis session of the 
Congress and extend to it join symjiathy and poweiful support.” 

Sir Jaaiet Jeanet’ Address 

Piesiding ovt r the session, Sir James Jeanes, DSc, Rc I)., LL.D. FRS, said: 

Until a V'MV few weeks ago, ^^e had hoped to assemble beie under the piesi- 
deiiey of one of tht' giiuitest scientists of all time, and it is inevitable that his 
sudden and tiegic death sleuiid be uppermost, not only in the thoughts of 
those of us u 1 m eome fiom Europe, most of wliora knew liira peisonally, but in 
the thoughts of cvi-ryorie hcit‘. For his wirks had made him known to us all. He 
h 4S hoc'i cut off in the fulness of his powers -leaving as lits raomimont a rich and 
full hft‘*s W'lik, such as few m"n have eqiial'ei, but also leaving a feeling that he 
mmht havo accomplished more, and possibly even greatei, things liad he been left 
with us a few yeais longui. 

Those of us who were honoured by h's fiiendshij) know’ tint his gieatness as a 
scientist wuis mafcin-il by Ins greatness as a man. AVe remnnhei, and always shall 
lememher, with affection li's lug, eneigetic, exubeiMnt p^usonihty, the simplicity, 
sineer.fy and tiarnpaicnt hor. -sty of li s chaiavter, and pcrliifis most of all, his 
genius for fnend.ship. liorimiTS of e\eiy conceivable kind had been shown ed upon 
hirn, so that ho could not hut know (»f the cs^M-ra in which he was held by the 
whole w’orld, and yet was alw,i\s simple, unassuming and leadv to listen patiently 
to even the youngest and most inexpeiieneed of his pupils oi fellow- workcis, if only 
ho w'ere hone.stlv seeking for st-ieutific tiuth. 

This is iif'ithei the plaot» nor the occasion to attempt any detailed description 
of Ins scientific achievements. A great physic si, Niels }>ohi — whom w’e are *orry 
not to have with us hei e— speaking of Ruihei foul’s woik to a Congress of physicists 
whmh lece tly met in Dologua, said: 4 Iis a'-hievements are so great tliat, at a 
gatli(»ring of physicists like the one here assembled, they provide the background of 
almost ovoiy woid that is spoken’. As it was in Bologna, so it will be in Calcutta; 
the proceedings in our ph\sics section will be utteily different from what they 
v'ould have been had R nheifoid not lived and worked And it is sad to think that 
they will bo utteily diffcienl fiorn what they wouM have lieen hav! he lived even a 
few months longei', for then we should have h,id his ardent and inspiring personality 
and vast fund i,f knowlcvige and expenen;o to diiect and enliven our debates. 
Happily he will not i'e altogether absent from our meeting, lie had been locking 
forward with the gieatest interest aud eageiness to this occasion, and had alieady 
written a Presidential address for it, which it will bo my duty to read to you very 
shortly. 
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In this he tells us, in his own words, of his latest work of all — that in nuclear 
physics, and especially in what he described as ‘the new alchemy', the transmutation 
of the elements. This alone would have ensured him a place m the foremost lank 
of physicists, and yet it formed only a small pait of the total achievement of bis life. 

When I first knew him, almost exactly forty yeais ago, he was experimenting 
in wireless telegraphy, using a detector of his own invention, and transmitting 
signals to what was, for those times, the recoid distance of about a mile and a half. 

That was in the period which he used himsidf to di'Siuibe as ‘the h(*roic age of 
physics’. Within the space of a very few veais, lh)ntgen lays were disco vcied 

and piovidcd a new line of attack on the problems of electric conduction in gases ; 
the electron was isolated and seemed to point tho wav to an uikIlm standing of 
the age-long puzzle of the structure of mattei , radio-aetivity was discoveied, 
with its apparent violation of well-established physical laws, and opened up a 
new road which led no one knew wheie — but obviously into veiy diffeieiit 
territory from that which nineteenth century physics hat so industiiously and 
thoroughly explored. 

Rutherford directed his colossal energy and tireless onlhusiasra on to all 

these vast new problems in turn. By a few investigations of mastiiilv sirnfdKutv 

ho reduced the puzzling phenomena of radio-a<-ti vitv to law and order, 

and, in collaboration with Roddy, discoveied the plivsic-al intoi piotation of 
this law and order. Radio-activity, they found, indicate 1 the transmutation of 
one element into others through processes of spontan<‘ous atomic (>v plosion. 

Rutherfoid then treated the alpha-iiartudes wliudi weie erailtoil at those 
radio-active explosions as projectiles lie hoinbarde*! atmos with them and m 
so doing discoveied the composition of the atmos. Fmallv he shewed how simi- 
lar bombardments could change the constitution of the atomu; nuclei, and so liteially 
transmute the elements; the dream of tlie alchemists w’as lealizod. 

These were perhaps the outstanding lamlmaiks in his career, hut in tiutli 
most of his investigations were key investigations, eaidi hnlliant in its simplicity 
of conceptions, masterly in its execution and far-reaching in its (‘onsoquenci's. 
His output of work was enormous and can only bo explained by ins capacity 
for delegating all the less important .details of an investigation to a colla- 

borator, whom ho usually inspired with his ow'u enthusiasm. In Ins tl ui 
for the right lino of afiprdach to a piohlem, as well as in tlie simf>le directness 
of his methods of attack, ho often reminds us of Faradav, hut he liad twf> 
great advantages which Faraday did not possess — fiiist, exwberant ho<iilv health 
and energy, and second, the opportunity and capacity to direct a band of ontlmsiastio 
co-woikers Great though Farada>’s output of woik was. it seems to me that to 
match Ruthei ford’s work in quantity as w’ell as m quality, wc must go back to 
Newton. 

Voltaire once said that Newton xvas more fortunate than any oibci scientist 
could ever be, since it could fall to only one man to discover tlie winch 

governed the universe. Had ho lived in a later age, he? might havo sa.d some- 
thing similar of Rutherford and the lealra of the infinitely small , foi Ruthutoid 
was the Newton of atomic physics. In some lesfiects he was more foitunate 
than Newton; there w^as nothing m Ruthei foid’s life to compare with the 

years which New^ton spent in a vain search for the philosopher’s stone, or 
with Newton’s output of misleading optical theories, or with his bitter quarrels 

with his contemporaries. Rutherford was ever tho happy warrior — happy iii 

his work, happy in its outcome, and happy in its human contacts. 

Through the tragic circumstance of his death, I would stand befoio you as your 
President. I cannot tell you how greatly honoured I feel by your choice, but 
neither can I tell you how strongly T feel my utter inadequacy to act as substitute 
for the really great man we had all hoped to have with us. 

y^t I must not forget that I am here in a second capacity also— as spokesman 

of the Delegation from the British Association. It so happened that 1 was Pre- 

sident of the Association in 1934, w'hen we received your invitation to join you 
in Calcutta, and I vividly remember how anxious your representatives wore 
to do everything possible to make onr visit not only scientifically further, but also 
pleasuiablo to ourselves. 

I am sure I speak for the whole of the European deputation in thanking you 
once again for your lavish and carefully-planned hos])itality. 
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To some of ns, but only a few, India is a well-known territory ; others, I think the 
majority, como here for the fir&t time. But no all feel a special interest in bein^: 
here for the 35th anniversary of yonr Indian Association. The quarter century of 
your existence has been a peiiod of stupendous developments in almost all branches 
of science and certainly not least in those which have formed my own field of work. 
Twenty-five years ago the astronomers were still debating as to whether the great 
spiral nebulfo were inside the galactic system or outside; pstimatis of the distances 
of these nebulfo differed by factors of at least lOO, and the vast universe of extra- 
galactic astronomy was still closed territory The genius of Einstein had already 
given us the restricted theory of relativity, the' simple physical th( 3 ory which grew out 
of the Michelson-Mmley experiment — hot the more complex gravitahonal theory 
was still unborn, and we were still perplexed bv the puzzles as to whether the 
univeise was finite or infinite, and whether space and time were real or unreal, in 
physics. Planck had given us the rudimentary quantum-theory which was required 
hy the phenomena of black-body radiation, but its application to atomic physics was 
yet to come. Ruthc'rford’s epoch-making investig.ition on the scattering of alpha- 
particles by atoms had just, hut onlv ]ust, shewn us the atom as we see it to-day — 
the heavy nucleus with the cloud of light elections surrounding it. Bohr immediately 
seized upon this concept and developed it further ; lie shewed how the old quantura- 
tlu'ory could be ap])lied to the movements of this cloud of electrons, and made it 
yield an interpretation of atomic sp^ctia. On this basis, were built first the quantum- 
theorv and then the far vaster structures of the new quantum-theory and the wave- 
meclianics. Fmally the new science of nuclear fihysics came into being, laigely as 
a personal creation of Rutheiford ; his veiy last utterance on this subject was written 
especially foi you, and in a few minutes I slia’l be reading it to you 

Nor has India stood idly by as a mere spectator of this most thrilling period in 
the histoiy of science. These twentv-five voars have not only seen your association 
increase fiom infinitesimal beginnings to its present international importanee ; they 
have also seon the plituiomenal growth of India as a scientific nation. In 1911 there 
wer<‘ no Indian-born fellows of the Royal Society ; today there are four In 1911 
the Ikoval Soiuety publishel no papers bv Indians ; in 1936 wo published ten. Yet 
statistics aio dry things, and even those which shew an infinity-fold increase convey 
a less vivid fiicture than a few concrete examples, such as each of us can find in 
abundance in his own subject. The mathematicians and physicists will probably 
find their thoughts turning, as mnu* do, to the strangely intuitive genius of Rama- 
niijam and to tlio reraaikablo discoveries be had made m pure mathematics before 
death snat' hed him firematuiely away ; to the work of Sir Venkata Raman m 
physics, and especially his discovery of the ofTect which is known by his name all 
the world over ; to many investigations in sound and the theory of music made by 
Raman and a host of others ; to the work of Saba in astrophysics, W’hich gave us 
our til St clear understanding of the moaning of stellar spectra, and so unlocked the 
load to vast new fields of astronomical knowledge : and to the woik of many Indians, 
among whom 1 would specially mention Chandrasekhar and Kothan, on conditions 
11 the inteiiois of the stars And I am sure that not onlv the mathematicians and 
physicists, but w inkers in all other fields as well, will bo thinking with admiration 
of tho remaikablo ingenuity and experimental skill shewn by that great Indian 
scientist, tho late Sir .lagadis Chuiidor Boso. 

If such names and achievements as these come into the mind of a worker in 
one only of the many vast fields of science, we can form some slight idea 
of the richness of India’s contribution to science as a whole. Thinking on this 
great conti ilmtion, we of the British Association, congratulate you of the 
Hister Association most wholeheartedly, not only on the completion of vour 
twenty-fivo years of existence, but oven more on the wealth of harvest you have 
gathered in that twenty-fivo years. 

Late Lord Rutherford’s Address 

Str James Jeanea next read the address prepared by tho late Lord Rutherford of 
Nelson 0. M,, F. R. S., D. Sc., LL. D., Ph. D. whose death after being elected to 
preside over tho session, had cast a gloom upon the world of science. The following 
are extracts from the address : — 

“During the past fifty years, the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science has been invited on many oooasions to hold its meetings overseas. Four 
times it has journeyed to Canada (Montreal) 1834, Toronto 1897, Winnipeg, 1909, 
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Totonto (1924), twice to South Africa (1905 & 1929), once to Australia (1914), This 
policy of the Association of arranging occasional meetings in our Dominions has 
pioved an unqualifu^i success, 'ihose oveisoas visits havo had a maiked influence 
on the progress of science thioughont our Commonwealth and by peisonal contacts 
have helped much to promote mutual undeistanding and co-ojieratiou between our 
peoples. 

“The visit of a representative group of scientific men to our most distant 
Dominions in 1914, in itself an outstanding event in the liistoiy of the Association, 
was rendeied even moie notable by the diamatic cimimstances under which the 
meetings were held, foi the anival of the party m Anstialia otuncided with the news 
of the outbreak of the (heat Wat. No one who like nnself took pait in the 
meetings in Australia and new Zeal.uid in those troubled but stimn;^ times can ever 
foiget the w’aimth of our reci'ptmn. We were pnviieged to uilnt'ss tliat wondtu'ful 
response of the peo|.les of tliese lands to the tall of danger~a response which we 
know grew evei greatei with the need. 

“It has long boon th(‘ wi-sli of the Biitish Association to hold a meeting in liid a, 
but difficulties of time and climate hive stood in the wav of it^ ropisation. It has 
been found most convennmt for tlie oveiseas visits to take pirv * in tln^ summer 
months but smdi a tmie is q nte iinsnitahle for 1 1 lia. Ties difficultv would be in 
pait sui mounted if a representative paity of the seientifio men could obtain leave 
of absence fiom theii duties to visit India during the coll wcatlou-. 

The celebration of the Ri'vei Jubilee of the foiindir.g of the Indian Science 
Congipss Association offciod a suitable occasion for such a visit and arrangements 
lia\e beeti made by the two ARso(iations to hold a joint meeting in India I gladly 
accepted tlie invitation of the two bodies to preside over' tins (rnmbined meeting 
I feel It not only a great honour but a great prtvilcge and resporisitulirv to bo asked 
to fill this post on such an histone occasion. Tins visit of the Dntish Association 
♦ o your slioies is a symb(d of our desire to extend the hand of greeting and 
fidlowship to our sister society and also individually to our co-woikois m 
scienei' in India 

“While science has no politics, I am sure it is of good omen that our visit 
hapjiens to fall at a time when India is entering upon a new and important era 
of lesponsible co-opeiativo govoinraent in the success of which both our countries 
am deeply ooneeined 

“On behalf of the British Association, I extend to the Tndi.'in Association our 
warmest congratulat'or.s on this the tw’cnti -fifth aiinivoisar v "f >ts foundation and our 
sini'cie w’l'-lji'S foi its (.ontinuel success Wt* n c »gn'K » that xonr \s^.ie!ation, lK>fh in 
its constitution and its aims so closely re.sembling the Bntisli AsSfc lat.oii, lias proved 
of great service to the progiess of sciimce throughout India P'oundcd at a tirno wdicn 
the Universities wcie becoming centres of oiigmal rcseaich, it albudcd to a w n'ely 
scattered scientifie communitv a much neided common rae<“ting grouu I [■ r ilc' d s( us- 
Sion of scientific problems It helped also to bring to the attention of tie* int»\'v\sted 
public the impoitariee of science and of the scientific inctiiod in national .ievlopinem. 

I think it can be safely stated ttiat the sinrccss of tho meefings of tlio Indian Asso- 
ciation in no small degree influenced the lafei foundation of spt'cialist societies in 
India, for example, the Cbemical Bociety and Physics SoenUy 

“On such an (fccasion as this, we must not foiget to do honour to those w'ho were 
largely insti umeiitaJ in founding vour Association and in guiding its infant stops. 1 
would refer in particular to Professor J. L Himonsen, Professor 1\ 8 MacMahon and 
your senior Past-Piesident, Sir Sydney Bui raid The Association owed much in its 
eaily days to the fiieiidly support and encouragement so freely given by that premier 
Indian Society, the Koyal Asiatic Society of Bengal of which 1 am proud to be an 
honorary Fellow. 

“In earlier days in India, research was largely confined to the great official scientific 
services, initiated and maintained on a gom*rous scale by the India Government, for 
“xample, the Burvey of India, the Geological Buivey, tho Botanical Burvey, the 
Departments of Agriculture and Meteorology and many otheis. Pioneer work of out- 
standing scientific importance has been done by all these sei vices. In the short time 
at my disposal I can only make a passing leforence to a few items of work accom- 
plished, and can mention only a few of the an ay of distinguished names which have 
been connected W’lth these gioat scientific sei vices. 

The Trigonometrical Survey of India has a long and distinguished history. The 
splendid senes of geodetic measurements along an arc from Cape Comorin to the 
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Himalayas, mado by Everest, was of outstanding importaico and his name is for 
ever associate! with the hij^liest f>f*ak m the woild. A.s a result of this survey, 
the defections of plump line, dini to the Riavitational attraction of the Himalayan 
range, were detei rained at different points. A careful comparison of the lesuls 
of observation with calculation, largely due to the work of Archdeacon Piatt 
of Calcutta, and later of Sir Sydney Burrard, disclosed marked discrepancies, 
the (‘ffect of the mountain mass at a distance being much less than was expected. 
Attempts to explain those and other anomalies ultimately led to the formulation 
of a new and important theory of mountain formation known as the principle of 
isostasy. On this hypothesis, the excess pressure due to a mountain mass is 
compensated for by a deficiency of matter below its base. This conclusion, 
which IS in accord with extensive gravitational as well as geodetic measure- 
ments in India, is believed to be of general application to mountain formation 
throughout the world. 

“I may recall that a former distinguished 8npei intendent of the Suivey, 
Sir Gera'd L»uiox Conyngliam, is now Head of the Department of Geodesy in 
Cam budge, 

“The Geological Survey, one of the oldest scientific services m India, has 
a fine record of woik a'*complished and its survey of the mineral lesoiiices of India 
has of great value to Indian industry. Among many distinguished names, 1 

may specially mention that of Sir Thomas Hulland, a fonnor Dnector, who has done 
such good work for youi couutiy in peace and wai. 1 bdieve that it was larg^^ly due 
to his eneigv ami scientific insight that the gieat Tata Jiuu and Steel Works weie 
liegun. 

“The Departm‘uit of Mi'teorology Ins done much pioneering resoaich and was one 
of the first to realize the importance of studying the conditions of the upper air by 
means of small balloons— a subject of evei-inci easing irnpoitance with the adv» nt of 
the aeroplane. I have alwa\s telt a fneualy interest m this Department as many of 
its mernbeis are known to me personally. Amongst them is Kir Gilbert Walker, a 
former Dneetor and once Piosident of this Association, who did much to improve the 
Meteorological Kervice in India and himself mado important otiginal contributions to 
oiir knowledge of the South-West Monsoon. 1 may lecall that the present distinguish- 
ed hoa'i of the Meteorological Office of Gieat Britain, Kii Geoige Simpson, was foi 
many yeais a member of this Irifiian Depaitment 

“The study of the botanical iiches of India owes much to the work of Roxluiigh, 
Wallndi and Plain, and also that explorer and iiatuialist, Hooker, whose work ou the 
flnia of Biitish India is known to you all. 

“In Fou'stiy, India has at Dehra Dun probably the finest reseaich laboratory of its 
kind 111 the wjild. We in England owe a debt of giatitude to India m providing us 
with oui distinguished Professor of Foresty at Oxfoid, Piofes'^or R K. Tioup, and the 
first two directors of our Forest Pioducts Laboiutoiy, namely Sir Ralph Pearson and 
Mr. W. A. Robertson. 

“While in this brief suivoy 1 can mention only a few' depaitmeuts out of many, 
vet I must not omit to refei to the great advances m knowledge due to the Indian 
Medical Service, so well repiesented by the pioneer work of Ross ou malaiia and 
by Leonaid Rogers ou Choleia and leprosy, researches which gave new hope to the 
peoples of India. 

“In the eaily days of the Indian Universities, attention was mainly directed to 
teaching and examining the large number of stmfents who presented themselves, and 
comparatively little attention was paid to research. There were always a few, how- 
ever, who recognised that the universities had a wuder part to play in Indian educa- 
tion, and shou'd become centres of research as well as of teaching. Amongst those 
pioneers who distinguished themselves by original investigations and by the stimulation 
of others, I should particularly mention Sir Alexander Pedier, Sir Alfred Bourne, Sir 
Jagadis Bose and Sir Prafulla Ray, and it is of interest to recall that the last three 
have all been presidents of your Association. 

“As a result of the Cuizon .Commission on Education in 1904, many of the 
universities introduced honours couises, and by new appointments and improvments 
in laboratories stimulated research science. Excellent well-equipped schools of research 
have arisen in many Indian universities, where good opportunities are available for the 
training of potential investigators in the methods of research. The Indian student has 
shown his oapaoity as an original investigator in many fields of scieooe, and, in conse* 
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quenoe, India is now taking an honourable part and an evor-increasing share in the 
advance of knowledge in pure science. 

“Amongst many workers of distinction, I may specially mention Sir Venkata 
Raman, Professor M. N. Saha and Piofessor B. Sahni, each of whom has made out- 
standing contributions. That piemier scientific society of Great Britain, the Royal 
Society, has recognised the value of their work by election to its Fellowship. 

“We in Great Britain watch with piide this growth of the scientific spirit in India 
and are pleased to help in any way wo can. As an example of our interest, 
I may recall that Trinity College, Cambridge— my own college —assisted that mathe- 
matical genius Ramanujan to prosecute his studios in Cambndge, He was soon 
elected a Fellow of that College and a Fellow of tlie Royal Society. But for his 
premature death, it may be said of him, as Newton said of Cotes, that wo had 
known something. 

“The researches in astrophysics of 8. Chandi asekliar in Carahiidgo were soon 
recognised by the award to him of an Isaac Newton 8tudentshi|) and later by his 
election to a Fellowship in Tnnitv College. 

“As a member of the Royal Commission for the Exhibition of iBol. I would 
like to refei to some events this yeai of s|.e(;i.il interest to India This Commission 
awards each year a luimbei of Oveiseas Scholarships to oiii Dominions, as well as 
Senior Research Studentships open to competition in England h\ all ujornbcrs of our 
Commonwealth. The oppoitiinity otteied by these schoUi ships to pioiinsing investi- 
gators fiom oveiseas to continue then woik in England or ahioad has juoved of 
great value to the pi ogress of science. I am proud to rernembei that 1 m^self was 
awarded an 1851 Scholarship on the rocomraeiidation of the Univeisity of New 
Zealand. 

“It ha.s for sometime been the wish of the 1851 Commission to be able to offer 
one or more of Us Overseas Scholarships for award to students in India. Owing 
to difficulties of finance, it was only this year that this project was realized A 
preliminary committee of selection was set up in India and the (’ommissioneis with 
whom lay the final choice have appointed Mr. N. S. Nageudia Nath of the Indian 
Institute* of Science, Bangalore, as the first 1851 Exhrbitiori Scholar from India. He 
will pioceed to Cambndge to cuiTy out investigations in Theoretical I’hysics. For 
the flist time also, an Indian student in Oarahiidge, Dr. H. ,1. Hhabha, ‘has been 
awaided m open competition one of our valuable Senior 1851 Studenships m leceg- 
nition of the importance of liis leseaiches m Theoretical Physics ihe Commission 
would like to be in a position to allot a second 8< leiicc Ncholaislnp to Imha but 
funds are insufficient. The raachineij^ liowevei, is there, and 1 know that the 
Commissioners would be only too hapfiy to administer a second award if anyone in 
India, who is interested in her .sciontifac progress, were goueious enough to piovide 
the necessary endowment. 

“While, as we have seen, the universities of India have in iater yeais made 
substantial progress both m teaching and leseaich in scieiKje, yol it must be boii<e 
in mind that still greater responsibilities are likelyly to fall* on rbem in t'rj neai 
future. This is in a senco a scientific age, whore theie is an e/e: -inci ea'-ing 
recognition throughout the world of the importance of. science to national develop- 
ment, A number of great nations are now expending large sum& in financing 
scientific and industrial lesoaich with a view to using their natural losourcos to the 
best advantages. Much attention is also paid to the improvement of industrial 
processes and also to conducting researches in pure science which it is hoped may 
ultimately lead to the rise of new industries. 

“it is natural to look to the universities and technical institutions for the selec- 
tion and training of the scientific men required for the development. In India, as in 
many other countries, there is likely to bo a greater demand in the futuie for well- 
trained scientific men. With the growth of responsible government in India, it is to 
be anticipated that the staff required for the scientific sci vices in India and for 
industrial research will more and more be drawn from students trained in the 
Indian universities. It is thus imperative that the universities should be in a position 
not only to give a sound theoretical and practical instruction in the vaiious branches 
of science but, what is more difficult, to select from the main body of scientific 
students those who are to be trained in the methods of research. It is from this 
relatively small group that we may expect to obtain the future leaders of research 
both for the Universities and for general research organizations. This is a case 
where quality is more important that quantity, for experience has shown that the 
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progress of science depends in no small degree on the emergence of men of out- 
standing originality of mind who are endowed with a natural capacity for scientifio 
investigation and for stimulating and directing the work of others along fruitful lines. 
Leaders of this type are rate but are essential for the success of any reseaich orga- 
nization. With inefficient leadership, it is as fatally easy to waste money in applied 
research as in other branches of human activity. 

‘The selection of such potential investigators and leaders is not an easy 

task, for success in examinations in science is no certain criterion that the 

student is fitted for a research caieer. A fireliminary training in research 

methods for a year or two is required to sidect those who possesses the 

requisite qualities of originality and aptitude for Investigation. A system of 

grauts-in-aid or scholarships to approved students may be required for such post- 
graduate tiaining In great Bntain the financial help given by the Universities 
and other educational institutions for training m lesearch is in many cases 
supplemented by maintenance giants to promising students, awarded by the 
Dopaitment of Scientifie and Industrial Research. This system has proved 

of much value both m developing the research activities of the universities and 
in providing a supply of competent men both for research in pure science and 
in industry. 

“I have so far mentioned some aspects of the scientific woik carried out 
by the the universities and government services of India. I am well awaio that 
much attention lias also been diiected to the need of seientihc research in 

agricultuie, and in ceitain industries. An Indian Cotton Committee has been 
set up which has given admirable service, while the Indian Lac Cess Committee 
arranges for investigations in that unique Indian product, some of which are 
earned out in Great Biitiain. I am interested to know that an Agricuitural 

Resoaroh Council has lecently been formed, largely as a result of the findings of 
a Commission of which flis Excellency the Viceroy was Chairman. 

“While I cannot lay claim to have any fust-hand knowledge of Indian in- 

dustnes and conditions, yet poihaps I may be allowed to make some general 

observations on the impoitaneo in the national inteiest of a planned scheme 

of research la applied science. If India is determined to do all she can to laiso 
the standards of the life and health of her peoples and to hold her own In the 
maikots of the world, more and moio use must bo made of the help that 

science can give. Science can lielp her to make tlio best use of her material 

resources of all kinds, and to ensure that her industries are run on the most 
efficient lines. National rosea/ ch requires national planning. If research is to be 

directed in the most useful direction, it is just as important for a nation as for 
a private firm to decide what it wishes to make and sell It is clear also that 

any system of organised losoarch roast have rogaid to the economic stiucture 
of the country. One essential fact at once stands out. India is mainly an agii- 
cultural country, for more than three-quarteis of her people gam their living 

from the land, while not more than three per cent are sunpoited oy any 

single industry. A glance at the official review of the trade of India shows that 

the annual production of wlieat has risen since 1914 fiom about 8d to 9 5 
million tons, while exports in the same periud have fallen from over a million 
tons to 10,000 tons. In the case of another Important food, rice, the Indian 

production, esclusive of Burma, has remained fairly steady, varying between 22 

and 25 million tons annually, but here also exports have fallen from about half 
a million tons before the War to about 200,000 tons. 

“In view of these facts, it would seem clear that, in any national scheme of research, 
research on foodstuffs has a primary claim on India’s attention. Quite apart from 
improvements in the systems of agriculture used in India, there is a vast field for 
the application of scientific knowledge to the improvement of cro})S, for example, 
by seeking for improved strains suitable for local conditions, by reseaich on feitilizers 
and in many other directions. The fact that surplus wheat for oxpoit has decreased 
suggests that the present production is required for home consumption in India. 
When the permanent schemes of irrigation now in hand bring much more land 
under full cultivation, India may again wish to take her place in the expoit maiket. 
To do this in the face of international competition, wtll-planncd agricultural research 
will be essential. 

“While the character of India’s trade has seen many changes in the last hundred 
years, to-day exports of cotton, jute and tea amount to about 60 per cent of the 

56 
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total exports of India. Next in importance come oil and seeds 6 per cent, hides 5 
per cent and lac 1 per cent. There is no doubt that more scientific knowled^ije 
would increase the production of all these products. There is of couise the need to 
make sure that there is a raaiket for such a suiplus. Of India’s standani exports, 
cotton repieseuts about 20 per cent of the total value. In spite of recent stienuous 
attempts to improvo Indian cotton, its staple is still usually looked upon in tlio 
world’s maikets as shoit and coarse. No doubt there are piiiposos for which cotton 
of this type possesses special advantajjos, tliouf^h the demand for it nnist now bo 
very near to saturation point, ytill, India only piodiiees about 16 per cent of tho 
world’s cotton crops and there appears to be no reason wliy it should not pioduce 
a larger share; but until tho cultivatiou of better varieties is more extensive, com- 
petition with cottons of tliu Ameiiean type in tin? world markets wull ci’itainly bo 
difficult. Here tlieie appears to bo a wide field for applied lesearch, ("}ood woik 
has been done by the Indian Cotton Committee which has taken st(‘ps to improve 
the staple and prevent adulteration and inter -mixture of various varieties Tho 
problem can bo apfiroaelied, however, not onlv in the seeking of bettor varieties but 
in finding uses and methods of treatment for the short staple vaiiotv. Tht' imjioitarico 
of research on the cotton itself is well brought hom(3 by the results a( hieved in tho 
United Kingdom, wheie the Biitish Cottiin Ind.istry ResoaiLli Associ.ition at tho 
Sliiiley Institute has found that manv of the dcfec's which apjiear in tin* finished 
article can be traced back to defects in tho raw material. 

“Finally a word might he said concerning the need for research on radio-commu- 
nication, so impoitant a matter to a large countiy like India 1 do not refer to tech- 
nical research in transmitting and receiving apparatus, but rather to the tvfio of 
fundamental investigation puisued undei tlie RaMo K>'st‘au‘h Hoaid m Oit*at liiitain. 
These investigations, begun in tiie eailv da\s aftei ih»‘ Wai, have shown that the 
propagation of radio-waves over laige distances is very sensitive to the electrical state 
of the upper atmosphere. It is now established that a mimher of eleetufied la\ois 
exist in the higher atmosphere wliieh undei (•(*rtain conditions aie aide to relh’ot 
electric waves. The details of this eleetncal distrrbution v,ii v considerahlv wnth tho 
hour of the day and with the season of the year, as well as with geogi aphieal loca- 
tion. Such information, which is of practical importance in tire seleitiori of the most 
suitable wave-lengths for radio-communieation, must obviously he secur( d hv research 
conducted in the country itself. Moreover, it does not seem iinjiossihle that such a 
survey may prove of value in long range weatlier forecasting. 

“Thoie is here, then, much scope for research in a wide field, which I hope 
will be pur. sued vigor ous!> in India. It is jdeasant to note tlrat a most jiromising 
beginning in tackling fundamental radio pioblems of this ehai actor has already been 
made hero by Professors M. N. 8aha and 8. K Mitra and their students. 

The importance of survey work of this kind has alieady been recognised in other 
parts of the Empire, where it has received official suppoit and encouiacemcnt . I will 
refer in particular to the admiiable W'oik in this field the K’ad.o R'Se.iicl Board 
of Australia 

“While I recognise tho great dilTcreuces which exist between tie* indus- 
trial and agricultural conditions in Great Biitaiii and India, jot it may 

prove of some interest and, I hope, of somo value, if I give a brief account of 
some of the wavs in which the British Goveinment Ins aided Industrial and 
agricultural research in the peiiod following tho Gieat War. From the dawn 

of the scientific age. Groat Britain has taken a pr-orainent p’uco in advancing 
knowledge both in pure research in our universities and in applied research for 
the development of industry. Before the AVar*, pi ogress in industry depended in 
the main on the brilliant contributions of individual w'oikers rither than on any 
systematic attack by scientific methods on tho pioblems of industry. Wo may 

instance the pioneer work of Be.ssemer for the steel industr*y and of Parsons 
in the development of the steam-turbine which had such a great effect on the 
power-industry. One cannot pay too high a tribute to the greatne.ss of the 
achievements of individual inventors and investigators such as the.se, for it was 
largely due to them that Great Biitain obtained so groat an industrial position 

in the last century. 

“Yet I think it is true to say that in tho period before the War the country 
as a whole failed to recognise as fully as some other nations the importance of 
an organised soientific attack on broad lines on tho problems of industry. In a 

number of cases, British science gave ideas to the world, but it was left to 
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other nations to develop them by intensive research and to reap the industrial 
benefit, 

“This weakness in our organisation become apparent in the War when the 
production of munitions and materials thiew a great strain on industry. The 
common danger brought the industrialist and man of science into close co- 
operation to their mutual benefit. The results of this co-opeiation rut passed 
all expectation. New cliemical processes were evolved, many new devices arose 
while coramuniiations were levolutionised by the rapid development of the ther- 
mionic valve. In a hundiod different ways, the co-opeiation of science with industry 
had justified itsidf by its success. 

“Eaily in the War, the Biitish Government recognised that when peace 
came, a moic systematic application of science and research over a broader 

field was essential in the national interest, and, amid the distractions of war, 
sot up the iifcessary machmeiy to accomplish this. In 1915, the Dei>artment 
of Scienttfi(; and Industrial Research was foimed, and a few Acars later in 1920 

the Medical lu-scaich Council was set up to undertake investigations in all 
matters conincted with the hi'alth of the people. This was followed in 19B1 
by tho foimatioii of the Agiicultuial Reseaich (.Council. The formation of the 

Department of Scientific and Industrial Reseaich marked the first comprehensive 

and oiganiscd measuie taken in Gieat Britain to help industry generally tbiough 

tho applicat’on of science. A number of new research organizations weio set up 
controlled and hnanced by the Depaitment, to deal witli the scientific asjiects of 
tho use of fuel, of the stoiage and transport of food, of buddings and later of 

loads — subjects of gieat importance to the common welfare of the people but on 
which little it an\ oiganised research had been undertaken. 

•Coal is tlio greatest material asset possessed by Great Brita n, for on it mainly 
depends the heating of our homes and the production of powei for most industries. 
Its better uti'i>><it;oM is a i)iot>!em of gieat national impoitanoe To acdrieve this 
puipose, tho p^i.d Koseaich Board was foimed and a large laboratory was erected 
at Gieeuwicli to carry nut investigations on tlie better and more ecanomic use 

of coal. An important section of this work is a national survey of the coal 

resources of Great Biitain caiii-d out m special laboratories m the several 
coalfields. The properties of the coal in the vaiious seams are carefully examined 
and, if nect'Shaiy. full scale tiials ar made at tlie Find Reseaich Station to test 
the suitability of (he coal, for example, for carbon zation, for steam raising or for 
conversion into oil. Tin* lesuhs of this survey, which is still in piogiess, have 

proved of increasing value not on’y to the colliery owner and the industrialist but 

also for the ne«*ds of th(» expoit trade. 

“In Great Biitain cveiy >ear upwards of ICO million poumR aie spent on the 
er’oction of new tuiildings and in maintaining old ones, yet no organized reseaich 
on buildings had been male To remedy this deficiency, the Depaitment set up 
a Building Reseaich Station near London wdiere invent 'gations ai’e made on the 
many and varied problems connected with the better housing of the jieople. For 
example, investigations are cair.cd out to find a scumtific explanation of the 
tiaditional practices winch liave grown up in the building trade, for on this 
depends a i*ational a<ljustrn(*ur of materials and methods to meet modern needs. 
'I he results of such a scientific enquiiy in this compai atively unexploied field 
cannot fail to have a marked iiitlucnco on' building (‘cnstiuctiou geueially. 

“The Building Research Station embraces in its programme all problems con- 
nected with huilding materials except tho.se associat»‘d with the u.se of timber. 
These are dealt with at another establishment of the Department, the Forest 
Products Reseaich Laboratory. Hei'e intensive lesoaiches are earned out on the 
best use of timber and its pio.‘>ervation The country spends large sums annually 

on timber much of it imported, and in tho national mteiest it is of great importance 

to us that tho best value is obtained for this outlay 

“You are all awaio that food lepresmit^ one of Gieat Biitain’s laigest im- 
ports,^ and much of this is transported gieat distances from overseas. An 

organisation was sot up, known as the Food Investigation Boaid, to consider 
the best methods of storage and transport of food, so as to avoid waste and 

loss of nutritive value. Much of this work has its centie at the Low Tempe- 

rature Research Station in Cambridge, but a special station at Torry, Abeideen, deals 
with the preservation of fish and anothei at Dittoa in Kent frith the storage of frmt. 
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InvestlgatioDs In this field, which owe so much to the initiative of the late Sir 
William Hardy, have proved very valuable in many directions and have led to great 
improvements in the conditions of transpoit and storage of a groat variety of food 
stuffs. 

“I may give one example out of many of the striking consequences of such re- 
soaiches. The Low Tempeiatiiio Research Station found that beef in a chilled state 
could be safely stored for 60 or VO days in a suitable atmospheie of caibon dioxide. 
The importance of this discovery, vhich enabled beef to bo carried in first rate 
condition from our most distant Dominions, was at once lecognised by the interests 
concerned. The fust shipment of chilled beef carried by this new method of gas 
storage was landed in 1929 from New Zealand. Since that time, shipments from 
Austialasia have steadily incieasod and most of tbo vessels built for the Australasian 
trade have now chambois specially constincted for transpoit in gas stoiage. 

“While the development of our mads in the past owes much to tlie pioneer woik 
of men like Macadam and Telford, theie was no planned organisation to add to our 
knowledge of road construction until comparatively recent years, W'hen the Road 
Research Station was Bid up at Harmoiidsuoilh near Plough to deal with pioblems of 
road construction and the study of load wear under modern conditions of tiafRc. 
When 'we consider the large sums spent every year on the consti notion ami mainte- 
nance of roads, the need of such sticutific investigation is obvious. 

“The group of research organisations so far consideied deals with the primary 
needs and interests of the people as a whole as regauls food, fuel, building and roads. 
No independent establishment was set up to deal with anotlior impoitant need of the 
people, namely, clothes, for this is most appropriately piovidtd for liy the laige re- 
seaich associations which have bccu instituted in connection w’lth the cotton, wool, 
and linen industries. 

“Of the national organisations under the ehaigo of the Depaitment, the largest and 
probably tlio most important is the National Physical Laboratoiy at Teddington, which 
covers about 50 acies aud employs a staff of neailv 700 persons The woik of this 
Laboratory, primarily intended for the assistance of industry in general, covers a very 
Wide field. It has eight great defiaitments devoted to the study of the different 
branches of Phjsies, Eloctiotochuios, Engineering, Metallurgy and Metrology, Radio- 
eommnnications, Aero-d>namies and tlie investigation of ship design. ’Jhc J^aboratory 
IS responsible for the maintenance of the National Standards and for lefinod measure- 
ments connected w’lth them. It is not always realised to what a great extent modern 
mass production depends on tlie maintenance of exact standards and the Laboratory 
plays an impoitant part lu testing the accuracy of gauges so necessary in modern 
industry. 

“In 1925 a Chemical Research Laboratoiy was set up at Teddington, in which 
pioneer work is being carried out on chemical reactions at high pressures and tem- 
peratures and m the production of synthetic lesins. Another important problem in 
whicli the Department is interested is tlie piovisiori of moie plentiful sii])plies of pine 
w'ater for domestic and industrial consumption. Valuable work has beeu clone by the 
Water Pollution Research Board in many directions, and new methods liave heon 
found for the purification of water which has been contaminated by the industiial 
effuents from sugar and milk factories. 

“I have so far mentioned reseaich organisations which have been set up to en- 
courage the application of science to problems which affect the dally life of the 
people and the nation’s industries cons dered as a whole. 1 should meution that these 
national organisations to w’hich I have referred are not only w'llhng but anxious to 
co-opoialo with corresponding institutions w’hicb may bo set up in India or the 
Dominions. 

“I must now refer to arrangements which have been made to piomoto the applica- 
tion of scientific knowledge to the problems of tbo individual industiies. The impor- 
tance of research has long been lecoguised by larf^e industrial companies, who have in 
m«Dy cases set up lesearch establish men ts for their own requirements. This tendency 
is specially marked in the electrical aud chemical industries, w^here laigo sums are 
spent annually on research. 

“It is, however, to be borne in mind th.it a great part of British industry is carried 
out in small establishments. A survey earned out some years ago indicated that in 
128, OCO factories in Great Britain less than 500 employed moio than 1,000 workers 
while over 117,0C/0 employed less than 100 workers. Obviously such small factories 
are not in a position to maintain a lesoarcb laboratory on anything but a small and 
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inefficient scale. To overcome tliis difficulty, the Dopaitment in conjunction with the in- 
dustry instituted a number of co-opeiative research associations representing the 
greater part of the main industries of the country. Each of these research associations 
IS autonomous and controlled by representatives of the industiy concerned, and is 
financed bv contributions from the firms belonging to the association, assisted by grants 
from the Department. 

“This bold experiment in the co-operative organisation of research, which is unique 
in the world, has undoubtedly proved a great success. To-day there are twenty such 
research associaiions formed on a national basis in their respective industries and for 
membeiship of which all British firms are eligible. They cover the metal and textile 
industries, paint, leather, boots and shoes, rubber, flour-milling, cocoa and confec- 
tionery food, printing, scientific instruments and the automobile and electrical indus- 
tries. From small beginnings, a number of these associations have steadily grown in 
size and strength until they now form an indispensable and valuable part of the in- 
dustries they represent. 

“I can speak with some knowledge of the maiked progress made by these two 
tjpes of reseaich organisation, as I have been privileged, as (’hairman of the Advi- 
soiy Council of the Department of Scientific and industrial Reseaich for the past 8 
yeais, to come m close contact with them. While much still remains to be accom- 
plished, there has been a great advance m recent years m the recognition of the 
value of reseaich in increasing the (fficiency of industry. If wo are to hold our own 
in face of the ever increasing competition in the world to-day, it is essential that our 
industries should take full advantage of the resources which science places at their 
disposal 

“It is of interest to note that the Overseas Dominions have not been slow to 
apfireciate the imf»oitanco of such national organisations in the development of 
tlieir national resonroes and industries Healthy research organisations under the 
control of National Research Council or coi responding bodies have been set up in 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 8outh Afnca. Both in Canada and Australia, 
which have a Fedeial system of (iovornmenr, the research oiganisation is national in 
the true sense of the woid and re'-ponsible only to the Central Government. 

“It is to be borne in mind that tho oiganisation of lesearch for industry 
and for geneial national purposes vanes much in different countries. A research 
organisation which may prove adequate for a country like Great Britain may 
piove quite unsuitable fur another country with different needs and different 

industrial conditions. In developing any organised scheme of research, each 
country rrjiist considei its own resources and its own particular requirements. 

As we have scon tho organisation of research not only m Gieat Britain 

but in tho Dominions, is national in scope. Even m a laige country like 
India, \\heio the resources and needs of the different Pi evinces aro very 

varied, it seems to rne essential for efficiency that tho organisation of research 

should be on national rather than on provmciar lines. The setting up of separate 

leseaich establishments for similar purposes m the various provinces cannot 

hut lead to much ovei lapping of w’ork and waste of effort and money, 

buch a central organisation of losearch does not necessarily mean that the 

scientific work should all bo concentrated in a single laboratory. For example, 
I imdei stand that a single organization is responsible for the research in 
cotton for the whole of India. While the more fundamental research is done 

at a conveniently situated laboiatory, much of the woik of -a special 

chaiacter is carried out iii the provinces where cotton is grown. 

“In Groat Britain, the responsibility for planning the programmes of 
research, even when the cost is borne directly by the Government rests 

with leseaich councils or committees who are not themselves State servants but 
distinguKsbeU lepiosentatives of pure science and industry. It is to be hoped' 
that if any comparable organization is developed in India, theie will be a proper 
representation of .scientific men from the universities and corresponding institutions 
and also of the industries diiectly conceined. It is of the highest importance that 
the detailed planning of research * should be left entirely in the hands of those who 
have the requisite specialized knowledge of the problems which require attack. In 
the British organizations theie is no political atmosphere, but of course the respon- 
sibility for allocating the necessary funds ultimately rests with the Government. 

“In this address, I have to a large extent confined my attention to research in 
pure science, agiicultuie and industry. 1 am, however, not unmindful of the pressing 
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needs of India to alleviate the Bufferin^rg of the people from attackR of malaria and 
other tropical diseases. I know that India herself is giving much thought to these 
vital problems in which science can give her valuable help.” 

The address then deals with recent investigations in pure science, especially in 
the transmutation of matter, in which Lord Rutheifoid himself did most magnificent 
work. Attention is diawn to the recent revolutionary changes in the concept of 
the atom—thanks mainly to the discovery of the positive election by Anderson in 
1932, of the neutron by Chadwick in 1932, of artificial radio-activity by M. and 
Mme. Curie-Joliot in 1933, and of the elements by purely artificial methods first 
shown by Cockroft and Walton in 1932. 

The address concludes : — 

‘‘The science of Physics now covers such a vast field that it is impossible for 
any laboratory to provide up-to-date facilities^ for research in more than a few of 
Its branches. There is a growing tendency in our research lahoralories to-day to 
specialise in those particular branches of Physics in vhuli they are most interested 
or speciallv equipped. Ruch a division of the field of tcseai(h amongst a number of 
universities has ceitain advantages, provided th.it this sub-division is not carried 
too far. In general, the universities should be left free as far as possible to develop 
their own lines of lesearch and encouraged to tram voung investigators, for it can- 
not bo doubted that vigorous schools of reseaich in pore science aie vital to any 
nation if it wishes to develop (‘ffoctively the applicatir»u of science, wliether to 
agriculture, industry or medicine. Since investigations in modem science arc some- 
times costly and often require the use of expensive apparatus and large scale colla- 
boration. it is obviously essential that adequate funds should be available to the 
universities to cover the cost of such leseaichcs 

“In this brief suivey, 1 have tried to outline the contnlutions to scientific 
kiiowledgo made in India, and the needs of the immediate futuie if science 
is to jilay its pait in the national utlfaie Wliile the study of modem 
science in India is comparatively recent, natuially much influenced* by western 
ideas, it is well to recall that India in ancient days was tlie homo of a 
flourishing indigenous science which in some ropect was at the time in advance of 
ffie rest of the woild. 

“The study of ancient writings has disclosed in ucent jeais the extent and 
variety of these scientific contiibutions. Much piogiess was 'made in the study 
of arithmetic and geometry, while the reseaiches of t^ir Piafiilla Kay have brought 
to light the important advances made in metallurgy and (lumistiy May we not 
ho}»u that tins natural aptitude for experimental and ahstiact science’ shown so long 
ago, is still chaiacteiistic of the Indian peoples, and tliat ir the dajs to come India 
will again become a stronghold of science not only as a foim of intellectual activity 
but as a means of furthering the progress of her peoples.” 


The A. I. Adult Education Conference 


' Fir$t Session — Delhi — 11th. March 1938 

The Prefidential Address 

The following is the «text of the ^Presidential Address delivcicd by the Hon’ble 
Sir Shah Sulaiman at the All India Adult -Education Confeience held at Delhi on 

the 11th. March 1938 

It is a matter of great privilege to address the first All-India Adult Education 
Confeience on a subject in which we all aie so deeply interested and which is a 
a vital part of eveiy general scheme of education. It is most appropriate that 
the fust session of the All-India Adult Education Confeience should be held at 
this ancient and historic centre, which is the premier to\m of India. It would 
be in the fitness of things for the educationists assembled at Delhi to take the 
lead in placing the Adult Education Confeience on a fiim and peimanent basis. 
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The problem of afliilt oilucafion is entirely distinct and separate from that of 
impartini? litoraiy education thiough the medium of ordinary schools. Tho great 
bulk of tho Indian population is ignorant in many ways and the adults are 
generally too old to acquit e much of book learning. Schemes for holding night 
schools for adults ate in vogue in many foieign countries; and we ought to utilise 
the expeiience gamed tliore foi the benefit of our own. But in India they have 
been tiled so far only in a spoiadic fanhion. There has not existed any common 
oiganization which would co-ordinate all such activities and also guide our efforts 
along similar and unifoim lines of action. The aim of adult education is not merely 
to spioad bare literacy among tho masses. That object is attained more easily by 
the luti eduction of fiee and compulsoiy piimary education, when finances permit. 
Tho giown up sections of the population stand on a different footing, and adults 
can also bo bi ought in touch with the advance of practical knowledge without 
tlie necessity of books. The method of educating adults must of necessity bo 
somewhat diffru*ent fiom that used for educating >ounger persons. Trying to 
iinpait liteiacy to adults often piovos to be a belated and almost futile attept ; on tho 
other hand, sujiplymg geiiiual information to th-'m is of more piactical utility. 
AVe should entrust our oidinary schools with the task of removing illiteracy, and 
not confine tho adult education institutions w'lthin such nairow limits. 

Tlie piescnt system of educition is certainly open to several sorious objections 
and needs a diastio over -hauling. It is no wondei that fiom time to time it is sub- 
joct^'d to seveie criticisms by e liicationists m a'l the provinces. There is a 
giow'Mg and insistent d-raaiid all over the countiy that eiiicition should be made 
more piactical and useful, and that now type of schools which would equip students 
for paiticular calling are itdih lu gently needed. 

The unJer!.vng policy in tho past was to establish as many schools and colleges 
as possible so as to "turn out matiiculatt- and giaduatcs lu large numbers. That 
was a tune when theio was a maiked demand for educated men, as posts in the 
(ioveinraent services weie availat)le to them in plenty, dhe system of establish- 
ing more and mote educational institutions therefore worked pretty well 
and men who qualified succeeded in obtaining suitable emplovrnents. Acquisition 
of even a literal j •education was economically advantageous, and those who re- 
ceived the benefit of sueh education weie ceitainly better off than those who 

had iKir'eeted it. With the enoimous gio%\tli in tho number of students the 

situation lias cliangiul cnm|detelv, as theie are not enough vacancies m the offices 
Im ini ' u the supply. Oidmanly speaking, mere Iitciaiy* elucatiou has ceased to bo 
of any L'leat practical utility The educated clisse.s aie now faced with a very 
set lolls pioblein of unemployment. With a roii.tipl'cation of educational institutions 
and a n\ nle-spread expansion of literal v e iuca’ioti conditions are bound to get 

stiM rime clironic. A heavy du(\ is therefore cast on those who are w’oikiug for 

the eause of education to lerrod^d the existing institutions so as to give the students 
a viecid.-d bend for industrial and cornineueal line in order to fit them for that 

special skill •winch a woikshnp or a facluiy would requne. It is most essential 

that quite a}»art fiom the litoiaiy education that is being already gi/en in our 
ex’stnig schools, there should boa woll-oiganised eff irt to provide facilities for 
grown up peo()le t) leain in their spaio houis what could be more useful and 
helpful to them in then nnlividual occupations. A wide-spiead scheme of adult 

edin itiori, as supplemental y to tho schoil education, w’ould go a long way towards 

solv.ng the unemployment jjrublera. Of couise it must be conceded that educa- 
tion by Itself wnll never bo able to cieate new openings or bring into existence 
new industries so as to provide fuither and moie numerous opportunities for 
employment. But vocational tiaiuing will certainly enable people to avail them- 
s‘'l 'es of industrial opportunities that exist, and acceleiate the utilisation of the 
vast natural losourcea for the development of indigenous industries. 

Meie poifunctory literaiy education for the poorer classes is by no moans popu- 
lar. Ill order to make it appeal to them, it is neeessiry thatjthe "nature of education 
imparted m our schools sliould be such as to adapt the pupils to the paiticular occu- 
pations or callings w'hioh they wish to enter, for such practical knowledge would en- 
able them to earn their livelihood better. 

If adult education were confined within a limited scope and attention be concen- 
trated solely on litei-acy as a narrow objective, adult schools are not likely to survive 
long. Men who have to earn their living by hard work during the day are not 
likely to be in a mood to come at night to take instruction in literacy. Their minds 
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not being as easily impressionable as those of the young, it cannot even be expected 
that they would make much progress in learning how to real and write, andilike the 
boys of the primary schools may forgot what they have loamt aftoi leaving school. 
On the other hand, vocational training would not be so distasteful and would evoke 
enthusiasm, specially if the training is directly connected with the day occupation of 
the student. 

It is a mistake to suppose that wo already have too many workmen Perhaps we 
have a sufficient number of them, but only a very small poicontage of those who can 
be regarded as skilled workmen and aitizaiis. ISkill in the various crafts will enable 
the workmen to do their work hettoi and such training would be botk pi’ofitahle to 
the workers and conducive to the general development of tlie Indian cottage indus- 
tries. There would not bo the same amount of repugnance towards manual training, 
nor any false notion that it is derogatory to one’s honour or status, if such training 

were to yield a good leturn for the work done. 

Adult education can have many branches. In its higher forms we can have univer- 
sity extension lectures, talks on the Radio, broadcasting of speochi's, holding of public 

lectures and delivering of pofnilai addresses. But iu a rnoio modest wav, a good 
deal of piactical and useful woik can ho done by providing voeatioiiai tiaining in 
commercial pursuits, and making it availaide for those who Wush to take a course of 
instructions in the evenings. Inclinations differ witli individuals and it will tie nece- 
ssary to have a very large variety of optional sut»jocts of vocatmual study so as to 
hirnish a wide and comprehensive field of choice to the students to mike their selec- 
tion from. The catalogue of such subjects would be a huge one and then full enu- 
meration IS not at all necessary. 

Adult education is undoubtedly a matter of far-ie idling importance, and if due 
attention were paid to it oven the higher forms of industrial and coramercial training 
can be easily secured. The gieat possibilities of a wide-spreai system of adult edu- 
cation cannot be doubted. The essential thing is that adult edacati ui should be con- 
ducted on vocational lines so that even literates can find leisure from their ordinary 
avocations of life to attend night classes or holiday couisi*s. 

On the Continent of Europe and particularly so in (^eimany, a system of voca- 
tional schools exists whore students are being trained for some vocation or other. 
Students trained In the various bianohos of vocational study are alwajs available, 
and a laige percentage of them are able to organise large businesses, providing a 
better source of income fur themselves and for their families 

The pioblem of education in rural aieas presents a still greater diflieultv, as the 
villageis are unable to appreciate tlie benefits of elemental y literacy, as they find 
that it does not make them more fitted for their hereditary occupations. One fears 
that they are not far wrong in thinking that there is no peimanont benefit confeirod 
by teaching them just how to read and write, when they have to go back to tlieir 
agricultural pursuits and soon forget what they learnt. If instead, they hal been 
given some practioal knowledge of farming and agriculture In winch their family is 
engaged, they would find their learning decidedly profitable. Before a genoi al pro- 
gramme of education for the rural areas is taken in hand, wo have to make up our 
minds as to the exact kind of education that is going to be given in the village 
schools. There is not much need there for the present type of schools, which Impart 
education of a character that has a tendency to turn out literates, who cherish 
dislike towards their Industrial occupations, without having been fitted for any 
better calling. Would It not be much more useful to teach a village student the 
qualities of the variou.s kinds of seeds, the advantages of good manure, better 
methods of irrigation and new methods of cultivation, which would stand him In 
good stead ? Information about harvests and rainfall would bo highly interesting, 
and practical training in modern farms certainly more useful. Wo should not be too 
prone to follow blindly the lines 'of the urban scheme, but would have to devise a 
special scheme suitable for the needs of the country-side. 

Handicraft centres of various types are likely to be more popular with the pooier 
classes than the literary schools which they consider useless. For such people the 
benefit of edneation should be judged from an economic point of view and practical 
training regarded essential. The need for it is unquestioned and is recognised on all 
hands. What is really wanted Is the creation of sufficient interest In the wide possi- 
bilities of such national work. 

The aim should be to open schools for adults In every city, town and village, and 
direct the attention of the people to pursuits of a vacational type. The great masses 
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of the urban and particularly the rural population belong to tho working 
and labouring classes, to wlioni practical Knowledge Is of far greater benefit 
than what attendance at a literarv school can give. A widespread scheme 
of vocational education Is likely to relieve the pressure of unemployment 
vbicb Is weighing upon the middle and the lower mladie classes In a crushing 
manner. Elementary night schools and classes have been In existence In many 
places but the progress made has been very slow because there has been no wolf- 
chalked out plan for their development and expansion. For the suocess of such 
movement a large body of trained teachers and Instructors, who are willing to 
volunteer their services, would be a necessary requisite, wo should endeavour 
to enlist the sympathy and support of public-spirited persons In establishing an 
extensive organisation for starting centres of activities In every local town, later 
on to be extended to rural areas as well. Let us hope that persons specially qualified 
and trained would offer their services and spare a few hours every week or every 
month to help In promoting such schemes. 

I must, however, sound a note of warning that there Is always a danger that many 
parents who, but for such night Institutions, would have sent their children to day- 
schools, may retain them during the day for earning some wages and send them to 
night-schools as substitutes for day-schools. This can bo effectively prevented If the 
night schools are strictly confined to adults who arc no longer of school-going age. 
Young children should not bo allowed to attend such schools at all. Nor should night 
srhooTs be a mere device for day-school teachers to earn an extra Income by holding 
classes outside school hours. 1 would suggest that tho instructors In such schools 
should not bo recruited exclusively from tho ranks of the day-school teachers who 
would like to have an oxtia lomuneratlon in their spare time, but should consist 
mainly of those who follow the trade and the profession they teach. Teachers who 
toach in day-schools for several hours a day, would feel too tired to continue their 
work at night. Ovor-woikod teachers are nolthor likely to be enthusiastio about work- 
ing overtime, nor to have a fresh mind for such work. 

Owing to extreme Ignorance and lllitercy as well as poverty India suffers from a 
blind pursuit of tho antiquated Industrial tnethods Inherited from tho past generations. 
It Is therefore not at all a matter of surprise that village industilos have become 
stagnant, and conditions are stationary. Unless the Indian cottage industries get a 
new lease of life from the supply of a better class of workers, with more specialised 
knowledge, their further deterioration is Inevitable. It is our bounden duty to awaken 
the Indian Industries and to save them from extinction and ruin, which must be their 
certain doom, unless such a catastrophe Is prevented. We must save our Indigenous 
arts and orafts from utter annihilation, by reviving and stimulating them and 
re-adaptlng them to modern needs. Cottage industries on both big and small scales, 
even In tho presence of machinery, have survived in all countries not even excluding 
Japan. Unless wo take immediate and efTectivo steps to protect them, many of tho 
old smaller industries would soon be completely destroyed and become incapable of 
being resuscitated. 

Now that wo have Provincial Autonomy, and Indian Ministers are In charge of 
the departments of education, it is all tho more Incumbent upon thorn to take stock 
of the present situation and seriously consider the overhauling of the existing system. 
If a representative body like tho All India Adult Eduontion Conference were to pre- 
pare a complete scheme and submit It to tho provincial Ministers for their considera- 
tion, there is every reason to hope that duo attention would bo paid to their recom- 
mendations. But there need not be too much dopendenco or reliance on Oovernraont 
grants. Education should essentially be a matter of local Interest. It should bo tho 
genuine concern of the Municipalities and Town Area Committees to help such 
schemes and also to supervise them. And private philanthropy must in an equal 
degree offer generous help. 

What Is really lacking at present is an organised system of adult education for the 
whole of India, based on a uniform policy and brought about by the co-operation and 
co-ordination of all like Institutions which are working for tho same purpose. An All- 
India Adult Education Confuronoo is in tho best position to give a lead, if not also to 
guide and control the activities of the Institutions of this kind. A serious effort 
should be made to give a new impetus to this movement by forming, not only In 
every province but in every district and town, institutions which would carry on adult 
education work on a well-prepared plan and with a well-financed scheme. Unless 
there Is an All-India Assooiatlon which has a well-thought out plan ready for adop- 
B7 
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tiODy adult education Is bound to be conduoted In a haphazard manner without any 
ooDoerted action. 

It Is for this Adult Education Conforenco after full deliberation to devise a well- 
oonsldered scheme, and fix noon the various suhieots for training, and to prepare a 
progressive course tor each hanalwork as the necessary subject oi mstructlon. 

It is a happy augury for the future progress of adult education that this Confer- 
ence is meeting at Delhi to draw up a programme of action and to devise schemes 

to be put into effect. The various organisations In the different provinces should 
treat each other as sister institutions and work with mutual good-will and co-opera- 
tion. if there be a co-ordinated and united action on a fixed plan^ there Is no 

reason why advance should not be made in an ever-increasing degree. Real progress 
will be made by local efforts, which alone will give the movement a practical shape 
and prove to be economical. Adult Educatiou Societies all over the country should 
undertake the training of young men and women In the various arts and crafts as 
well as In the trades that flourish locally, so that the workers may get the benefit of 
improved methods. The Introduction of new designs and greater skill would produco 
new articles of greater workmanship and utility, and In that way create a now demand 
for such products. The importance of arts and crafts in the scheme of national life 
has to be well-recognised, Excessive Industrialism may throw out of employment 
many who were depending on small cottage Industries. Adult education oonducted on 
vocational lines may alleviate the sufferings caused by rapid industrialisation. To 
prevent the arts and crafts from being ruined and exterminated by modern raechinory, 
we should procure for them more skilled workmen. A real dovoiopment along such 
lines would be greatly welcome. 

The Handicrafts Department of the Delhi Indian Educational Society has put 
training in handicrafts in the forefront of its educational programme, and has already 
organised Instruction In (1) cane work, (2) tanning, (3) toy-making, and further pro- 
poses to extend training In (i) electro-plating, (li) leather work, and (in) stencil di aw- 
ing in the immediate future. This is a good lead. 

We certainly start with many handicaps ; and there would In the beginning be 
obstacles and difficulties in the way, particularly of a financial character, and w'o may 
also suffer from a lack of enterprise, energy and enthusiasm ; but tiiore Is no reason 
why we should be despondent and despair of the future. If only everyone who is 
interested in the cause of education wore to do his utmost to fuither it, no matter 
how small may be his contribution, the combined effort put up Is hound to produce a 
a solid and substantial result. The task is undoubtediv great and arduous, but let not 
gloom overtake us. Let us work courageously and steadily with our hearts full 
of hope that our efforts will ultimately be crowned with success. 



The Calcutta University Convocation 

The following la the text of the Convocation Speech delivered by Mr. Shyama 
Prosad Mukherjee^ the Vioe-Chauoellor at the Annual Convocation ot the UnWeralty 
of Calcutta held on the 5th. March 1938 : — 

Your Exobllenct, Fellow-Ora.dua.tes, Ladies and Qentleuen, 

Twelve months have elapsed since the last Convocation and It Is once again my 
privilege to extend to you all the good wishes of the University. To our new 
Chanomlor we offor a hearty welcome and I venture to express the hope that 
the University will proceed further In its march toward progress and expansion, 
sustained by his syranathetio co-operation. 

I.ast year the aditiess to giaduates was delivered In an unforgettable manner 
by Kabindra Nath Tagore. This year we have amidst us Rev. 0. F. Andrews 
whoso great sympathy with Indians and whose selfloss devotion to all iust and 
humane causes have won for him the respect and affection of men of all classes 
aud creeds. 

iJefore I make a rapid survey of some of our chief activities during the year may I 
pay my tribute of respect to the memory of some distinguished persons whose death we 
have had to mourn since the last (Convocation V Diverse were the fielis of work lof Sir 
dagadis Chandia Bose, Dr. Harat Chandra Chatterjee, Dr. Heramba Chandra Maitra, 
Dr. Kasf Prasad Javaswal, Dr. Byamadas Mookerjee, Dr. Indubhushan Brahmachari 
and Rev. Fr. F. X Crohan. But each of them was actuated by the same spirit of 
devotion to duty and of service to the cause of India’s uplift. Each contributed 
in his own way to her Intellectual progress, believing firmly in the vigour and 
vitality of the youth of the land ; and to tholr making they nobly and cneerfully 
dedicated their lives. 

During the last twelve months the activities of the University have steadily 
inci eased and have ko{)t Its members busily engaged. Wo have to-day more than 
three thousand students studying directly under our control In tho departments 
of Arts, Commerce, Bclenoo and Law, !or whose benefit we maintain a staff of 
about 250 teachers In 36 different subjects. Forty research scholars are work- 
ing In various braches of study In close co-operation with their professors. A 
desite for acquiring knowledge by their own unaided efforts Is also more In 
evidence among students generally. The Increased facilities given by the Uni- 
versity Library have been eagerly availed of. Tho number of volumes Issued to 
students during tho year was one lac and thirty thousand, against only forty-six 
thousand In 1935 and nmoty-three thousand in 1936. The number of colleges has 
increased to 64 with an enrolment of neatly 33 thousand students. There are today 
more than 1,400 high schools with about three lacs and forty thousand boys and 
girls ; and as many as 50, (XX) candidates sat for tho last Univcisity examinations. 

Five of our graduates were awarded the Doctor’s degree aud their theses covered 
subjects like Agiiculluial Economics, Metaphysics. History and Chemistry. Prizes 
and stipends were awarded for original contrioiitlons male by our advanced 
students in Arts, Science, Law, Medicine and Engineering. We have continued 
the policy of sending selected scholars abroad and the subjects for Investigation inclu- 
ded Education of the Blind, Banking and Currency Oiganisation, Standardisation 
of Drugs, Aromatic Chemicals, Plant Physiology and Physical Chemistry. We 
have not been forgetful of the need for organisting courses of lectures by dis- 
tinguished scholars, Indian and European. During the year we had amonpt os 
Sir William Holdsworth speaking on English Law, Professor Fisher on Mathe- 
matical Statistics, Professor Myers on Industrial Psychology and Vocational 
Uuidance, Professor Radhakrlshua on Comparative Religion, Mahamahopadhyay 
Piamathanath Taikabhusban on Vaisnavism, Dr. Byud Hassan and Dr. Suahindra- 
naih Ghosh of Genova on European and Far-Eastern Problems, Dr. Ewart on 
Austrian Culture, Sir Daniel Hamilton on India and the Empire. Dr. Dudley Stamp on 
Modem Geography, Dr. F. W. Thomas on tho Literature of India and Greater India. 

The Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian Science Congress held jointly with the 
British Association for tho Advancement of Science, was another noteworthy event 
and we confidently expect that its deliberations will have a stimulating effect on the 
progress of scientific studies in India. 
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The University continues Its task of publishing? books, memoirs and journals chiefly 
contributed bv our scholars. As many as twelve books on special subjects were 
bi ought out during the year. We also helped iu the publication of nine jouruais six 
of which were the organs of outside societies for advanced studies in Physics, Chemis- 
try, Mafheraatics, Geography, Geology and Psychology. 

Apart from the mere loutluo duties done, many of our teachers in the University 
and \n the cohegos have appWed themselves to oiiginat woih and. \nsp\red younR 
scholars to follow In their linos, which have won fot them recognition fiom various 
parts of India and abroad. Somo of them have undei taken special topics for Investi- 
gation at the instance of otlier bodies official and non-official, and are thus making a 
definite effort to give a wider public the honefit of their study ami research. Wo aie 
anxious that the departments of Science as also those of K<;onomics and Commeice 
should be brought Into closer contact with practical probh'ras of industiy and trade 
affecting the Inteiosts of the province at laigc ; and we aie exploiiug the means fur 
securing snch co-operation. 

The work of the Teacheis’ Training Doparlmcnt has considerably increased and the 
energy shown by the staff is commendable. Dm mg the year 5^10 teachois came fiom 
far and near for tiainlng. We have made special niiangiunents for Science and 
Geography and have also modified the rcg'il.itions peiniiitmg hona-fido teaidiors to 
appear at* the B. T. Examination on well-dcfiruMl coiuiitions, as non-collegiato students. 
I hope that in the near future it will lie possible to iuciease the usofiiltiess of this 
department so that an urgent educational need of the piovince may bo adequately 
su[>plied. 

Wo have revised the courses of study In several sulm'cls in different faciilti(»a so 
as to bring them into lino with modern devclopmenls The new Matriculation Regu- 
lations, whifth have just come into operation, havo been ciiticised in somo quarieis as 
being too wide in tlie scope of the syllabuses. 'J'lio Univeisity is fully conscious of 
the need for observing caution during the period of transition and is nrepared to con- 
sider specific pioposala for levision after the legulatlons have had their trial for some 
time. 

The scheme of expansion of women’s education under the Viharilal Mitia Tiust is 
now being prepaied by an able Bengali lady giaduato wdio was deputed to visit edu- 
cational centres lii India and dtaw up a repoit. The Uuiveisitv, I expect, will 
soon be in a position to foimulato the lines of fuluic activitv in tins field and caiiv 
out a piogrammo of refoim which will bo of benefit to Bengal both socially and 
educationally. 

The Alt Museum which was opened last March is steadily gioulng into a useful 
institution. The collections amount to 1,228 and iiicludt) valualde gifts from fiicnds 
in and outside Bengal. Our aim is to lay spoci.i! stioss upon the fui gotten treasures 
of Bengal and exploration of different legions in tho piovinco for collection of sjieci- 
mens has already been planned. With tho permission of the Government of India 
and acting In close co-operation witli the Archaeological Depailmout wo aie just oi- 
ganising an excavation of tho historic site of Baugaih iu Diuajpur, directly uudoitakoii 
by our staff and students. 

The now scheme for creating an Appointraouts Board has been working for less 
than a year and wo thankfully acknowledge the co-opeiation we have received from 
various commercial firms and organisations. The number of appointments til! now 
has been about forty. Our main endeavour Is to find out openings in such branches 
of trade and industiy as do not at present attract qualificu Bengali youths trained 
at the Univeisity. I do earnestly plead for support from alJ Chambers of Commorco 
and other bodies who aro in a position to assist u.s. 

A proposal now under consideration related to the institution of a special course 
training in Agriculture and cottage Industries. I hope this may help to turn tho 
attention of our youths to practical pursuits and open a now source of productive 
energy which will bo of benefit to thom.soIves and to the province as a whole. 

Tho attention paid by the University and its coll**ges to tho health of tho 
students continues unabated. The Rowing Club and tho University Training Corps 
have improved In strength and efficiency. The Students’ Welfare Department has 
extended its after-care work and proposes diiectly to inliuonce some of the mofussil 
centres as well. Vigour and earnestness mark tho woik of othoi sports associations 
within the University and colleges. Tho absence of adequate playing fields and also 
of a whole- time well-equipnod staff for imparting physical instruction is however, 
keenly felt. Much as I admire the keenness of a few select athlets and sportsmen, 
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I would once again emphasise the Imperative need for Improving the health, vigour 
and vitality of all students and for tuining the enthusiasm of thousands of mere 
student-spectators Into active participation In games and physical exeictses. 

The University received during tho voar Rs. 1,39,460 as benefactions from private 
individuals. The thanks of the University have already been conveyed to the donors, 
but I should like to express my gratitude to them once again, specially to Lady 
Abaia Rose for her gift of a \ao of rupees In memory of her husband, the late Rir 
Jagadis Chandra Rose, and to Rir PrafuWa Ghaudra llay for Ms gift of Rs. 10,000 
for research In Botany and Zoology. 

It is a matter of satisfaction that the conditions of the Government grant have 
been revised and tho University has been assured of a block grant of Rs. 4.8o,000 
a >ear. Wo hope tho grant will bo placed on a statutory basis as in the case of 
Dacca Univershv. According to tho present position, ont of tho total revenues of 
tlio University QJ per cent, come from foes, 12 per cent from endowments and 19 
per cent, from the public funds. 

One of the impoitant questions which the University has been called upon to 
consider relates to certain proposals for the establishment of a Board of Secondary 
Education In the province. The Senate rejected those nronosals without a voice of 
dissent as In Its opinion they were calculated to retaid luturo progress. Wo feel 
glad at being assured that the draft sohemo was a tentative one and did not represent 
the settled views of the Provincial Government. 1 do not propose to go into the 
details of this question here as at the invitation of the Minister of Education the 
Univeisity Is at present engaged in a Confeionce with Government. I sincerely hojio 
that tho great firoblom of the future re-oigamsation of the Secondary Education will 
be solved to tho satisfaction of men of all shades of public opinion and will help 
to usher in a new era of unfettered progress. 

Stagnation Is one of the dangers which threatens a public Institution such as ours, 
ovoi -burdened with numerous piobleras of administration, not all of which are easy 
of solution. The rapid survey which 1 have idacod before you will, I hope, convince 
you that we have not been oblivious of this danger. However important and funda- 
mental the changes which we have roioutlv Intioduced In various paits of our 
University organism, the time has now definitely come when wo have to probe 
deejier into our educational system as a whole and strive strenuously for improve- 
ment. Public opinion in this province will not for a moment tolerate any proposals 
which under the cloak of leform may aim at restriction of facilities. We want moio 
otlucation and butter education, and any refoiraer wdio can satisfy ns In this respect 
^^liI find onthusiastic suppoit from all. While on tho one hand wo have to piaid 
against the dominance of vested interests, we must also recogniso that existing 
institutions >^hich have wniked for tho advancement of education under tremendous 
difficulties, cannot ho detected by a stroke of tho pen. True statesmanship must 
discover a satisfaotoi y way of roadjasting and utilising all existing resources, both 
iQ man-power and In matinials, and evolve a new system of education capable of 
complete fulfilment befoto long. 

University education originated in this country not in the desire for the conser- 
vation and betterment of our tiadltional culture, our arts, crafts and Industries, but 
mainly for Impaiting to us Wostoru Ideas through the medium of a foreign tongue. 
It has had no uobt its beneficent results. It has pioduced a large number of 
scholais and helped In tho creation of a now literature and tho development of 
science. Piofessions like Law, Medicine and Engineering, have rapidly grown as 
pait of this programme and absoibed some of the best Indian talents. But in the 
main, It has merely ensured a regular supply of an indigenous machinery for the 
smooth working of a powerful ‘bureaucracy. It did not aim at educating the people 
at large. The masses remained untouched. No attempt was made to correlate 
the different stages of education—- the Primary, tho Secondary and the University — 
so as to build them up into a harmonius whole Too often these stages have been 
regarded as sepaiate, watertight compartments, and we hear of projects for Improv- 
ing one at the expense of another. We hear today of restriction of University 
education, of reducing Its sphere of influence, of making examinations Its chief 
function and thrusting It Into the background for the sake of encouraging Primary 
Education Noihlng could bo more disastrous than such a short-sighted policy. 

We, on tho other hand, want to see established a sound policy of national educa- 
tion, which will ensure a steady advance from the lowest stage to the highest. We 
want to see Piimary Education developing widely and laying the foundations of 
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literaoy, of ifght conduct, of healthy activities and of a breadth of outlook which will 
render possible the growth of a national oonsolousness. We want to see Secondary 
Education spreading far and wide, satisfying the requirements of a sound and liberal 
education and leading its recipients to diveiso lields of intellectual, useful and produc- 
tive activity. Then, in the last stage, we want to see Univeisity education as a 
natural continuation of such a varied type of Secondary Education, providing for 
higdier and advanced woik, not only in the liberal and professional studios but also in 
Science and Technology, in Commerce and Agriculture. We want to see the syllabuses 
and courses of studios' so remodelled, systems of training and examination so reoiga- 
nised that the young learnei may grow up not as a meclianised recorder of Informa- 
tion and theories, not as a diy sneclalist, but as one whose latent power Is well 
roused, whoso critical judgment is strengthened and w'hoso capacity foi wide thinking 
and application of knowledge to problems of life Is developed to the fullest extent. 
We want to see such an education being imparted through the language of the pro- 
vince in all stages, without neglecting a study of the English language. We want to 
see the amplest piovisions made for the supply of leaciiers loady to dedicate their 
lives to the cause of tlie upbringing of the youth of tlio countiy, corafirlsing both 
Joadeis and followers, hoalthv in body and Intellect, diseiplitu-d and fipou-mlnded, 
generous and uptight, feailess and patriotic. We want to see such a wide and 
beneficent policy of education, leceiving unstintod aid from the Btato and from 
the public, and freed from tlie baneful Influence of paitv polities and communal 
WTangles Wo want to see the adoption of a State policy wliieh will make possible 
a wide absorption of educated youths, now and in future, In the work of rebuilding 
Bengal in all its phases, social, economic and political. 

Thiough education, moio than through anything else, we can attain those our 
cheiished hopes fiid aspirations, and lot us stand united to serve its sacred cause. 

J hope and pray that In the years to como it may ho given to us all, in whose bands 

rest responsible powers, to leave aside drsputes and differences, to put our shoulder 
to the wheel of progress and to help in Inaugurating an era of constiuctive woik 

which will make our great province a happier place to live In and will give it a 

position of supremacy in matters concerning India as a whole. 1 hope and pray 
that in this task of reconstruction touching upon every pliase of our national life, 
the University of Calcutta may play its part with courage, wisdom and foresight, 
and inspire in the hearts of thousands of hor sons and daughters an abiding sense 
of loyalty and alTection wliicdi will sustain her in her da\s of trial and of triumph 
and lead her on from strength to strength towards *1110 fulfilment of her destiny. 


Rev. Andrews* Convocation Address 

The following* is the text of -tlie Convocation Address dclivcicd by Rev. C. F. 
A ndrews : — 

Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Friends, 

You will pardon mo today If I speak chiefly to (hoso wlio are students ; for ray 
whole life has been spent in the student woild, among the young, and I have a deep 
love for them w'hich seeks to find its utterance at a time like this in tire hope 
that some word of mine may cling to their momoiies long after Convocation Day is 
over. For the same reason, also, what 1 wiite will bo dii'oct and simple. Need I 
add that this deep love for Bengal and its students had its origin in my own revered 
teacher, Gurndeva Rabincli-anath Tagoio ? Never has anyone had such a friend and 
guide as ho has been to me 1 

So let mo take, as my main theme, the |»hraso that Professor Whitehead has set 
in the forefront of his book, called ‘Science and the Modern World.’ Ho has 
dedicated it thus : “To my colleagtws^ past and present^ whoso friendship is 
inspiration'^ 

‘Whose friendship is inspiration.” It is concerning the transforming power of 
friendship, between teacher and thought, and also between students themselves, that 
I wish to speak. For that ‘friendship’ as Whitehead rightly says, ‘is Inspiration.* 

Let me venture to show you out of ray own lifelong personal experience, both as 
a student and as a teacher, the supremo truth of tliose words. — how the very best 
scientific and literary work requires this background of friendship for its highest 
fulfilment ; how the student, or the teaobor, who has never made a friend, has lost 
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the one pearl of great price which the University has to offer : how the basis of all 
sound learning in human affair is laid In fellowship and friendship. ) 

When 1 look back on my own undergraduate days at Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, the one permanent and abiding thing that made all the difference to me, 
was the profound roveronoo I had for my tutor, Charles Hermann Prior. He 
let me enter his own inner life and shared his deepest thoughts with me. His 

friendship was my inspiration. He was one of those pure In heart who see God ; 
and so he taught me not only the Hebrew of the Bible, but also to look steadily 

into the unseen world wheio his own mind had found its rest. 

Along with him, was one who became our President, Sir George Gabriel 

Stokes, the greatest man of science In his own generation, whom men like Lord 
Kelvin used to call their Master. lie was completely unselfish, and would give 
to his pupils freely his own most fruitful thoughts, In order that they might 
pt the world’s praise rather than himself. The undergraduates used to call him 
*tho Angel Gabriel,’* because in his old age his face was almost heavenly to look 
at. He was so accessible, that even when ho was long past eighty, he would welcome 
me Into his own home, and encourage me to come and sit with him in order to 
learn something of his sprit. 

Then, last of all, thore was Edward Granville Browne,— ‘Persian Browne,* we 
used to call him, — who at that time had just become world-famous iu literary circle 
through his book, ‘A Year among the Persians.’ So brilliant was ho as a lingiii% 
that I have hoard him carry on four conversations at once at the High Table in four 
different languages with perfect ease and without a pause for a word. His room In 
Golloge, In the Ivy (>jurt, used to be our rendezvous, late Into the night, while ho 
told us about the East. The debt I owe to his fiicndship can never bo rooaid. He 
turned my face towards India and male the Eastern world a living reality to mo. 
No one in Cambridge understood the Spirit of Islam as he did. The admiration, at 
its highest point, that I have alwa\s retained for the Muslim Faith, had its eaily 
beginning In my friendship with this profound .Vrahlo and Persian scholar. 

So I could go on, one oy one, to describe my teachois. They wore not merely 
known to us in the lecture theatre. They lived with ns and shared our lives. What, 
iu ancient India, I iiavo road concerning the great toichers of those early days in 
the forest aarams, was true in its own degieo of these teachers of ours at Cambridge. 
Their friendship was our own inspiration. 

May I dare to tell one other story— not of a teacher this time, but of a fellow 
student Basil Wostcott, the youngest brother of Bisfiop Wostcott of Calcutta, and 
tie* son of old Bishop Wostcott of Durham, was my dearest college friend. He was 
at Trinity and I was at Pembroke : but we lived in each other’s rooms and used to 
Iravo our meals together aud thus met every day. This one friendship with Basil 
Wostcott meant most of all to me in College da 3 'S. We shared our thoughts and 
aspiiations ; wo talked over together our life purposes, and were one In mind and 
heart. 

When Basil Wesfeott had taken his degree, ho wont out to St. Sfephon’s 

College, Delhi, as a teacher, anti while ho was there ho became the closest 
friend of Kusil Kumar Hudra, who was then Vice-Piinclpal, Basil used to 

write to mo every week about the College, aud In this way I first got to 

know his friend, 8usil. Then ho himself died a very noble death ; for 

while he was nursing a sick patient ho caught the dread infection of cholera, 
and thus passed away. The whole student world of Dellil mourned his loss. 

As soon as the nows came of Basils death, I knew that the call had 
come at last to go out to India In oidor to take his place. Susil Rudra 
welcomed me at once as the friend of his own friend, and thus we wore 
brought close to one another from the very start. AVhen later, as the years 
went on, our mutual affection grew deeper, I caught from Susil the flame 

of his own burning love for his mother country, India. For love of country 

waa the deepest passion of his life. 

Susil had received his education and taken a high degree at Calcutta 

University late In the seventies of last century. He was much older than I 

was, and I held him In the highest regard for his sheer goodness. He told 

me how at one time. In his iindergraduato days, he had nearly lost his 
faith and thrown over religion altogether ; but Father Brown of the Oxford 

Mission, in Cornwallis Street, had wonderfully befriended him and had saved 

him from such a great disaster. The daily life of prayer, which the Oxford 
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Brother* led, had restored his ovin firm belief In God, and this bed-rock 

faith had gradually became the deepest thing in all his life. It had kept his 

heart and soul pure as nothing else could do. 

There was a quiet dignity about Susil Rudra which never loft him for a moment. 
It gained for him in Delhi the ulayful name of the ‘Burra Sahib' : but a gentler, 

humbler, kinder soul never exlatea. lie was my own Principal for neaily ton years, 

and It was a supreme joy to me to work under him. Then, at last, In 1913, he 
gave me np, without a single word of rebuke or hesitation, so that I might go to 
Santinlketan, which has been my loved home ever since. IIow can I possibly tell 
all that I have learnt theie under our Ourudova ! 

Lot me go back once more to make my moaning clear. If this priceless boon of 
friendship had not boon so bountifully given mo in my own early College days : If 1 
had not then learnt what may be truly called the ait of friendship, 1 should never 
have been able to mako friends so easily !n Sautlnlketan Itself when I went there from 
the Punjab. One stop led on to another. 

What I actually found at Santlniketan when I lived there was tho old Cambridge 
atmosphere all over again, — Miat close touch between the teacheis and tlie students ; 
those small groups and filendsbips formed between tho students themselves, which 
Is the noblest avenue of leaining. Abovo all, we had In oiii Guiiulova an ideal 
teacher, whom wo all could love and revere. Thus wo had our own education 
set In perfect surroundings. Both tho teachers and tho students lived together and 
learnt together. Friendship, to quote Dr. Whitehead onee more, was inspiration. 

The question now arises,— >aud I confess at once it Is very diflicult to answer, — 
‘Can these ideal conditions still confinuo between pupil and teachers, and also among 
follow students, In a vast modern city such as Calcutta, whore simple fi loudly 
intercourse Is hampered and restricted on every side by the crowd ? 

I would answer tentatively that ft Is still nosslblo In rare cases, even hero In 
crowded Calcutta ; fur I have actually seen it. In one Instance at least, In tho very 
place where we are gathered to-day ; and I would like to boar witness to what I saw. 

During the Flood Relief of Noi th Bengal, many yeais ago, I used to come, voiy 
early In tho morning, by train from Boipiir In ouior to take Instrnetlons /rum 
Acharya Prafulla Chauara Kay who along with Satish Chandra Das Gupta was In 
charge of the flood relief operations. I would then go on from him to Healdali 
Station. It was easy for mo to notlco on these occasions, how, In his own Science 
Buildings, he used to live the life of a true scholar such as India knew and loved of 
old. For he was deaily In every way the friend of his pupils, shaiing with tlioiu 
everything he had, including his own export sclentino KrrowleiJge. He would give 
them all the credit. It reminded me of Bir George Gabilel Stokes at Camluidgo 
over again. His studocts were hfs friends, and ho was their guru : and if 

the noble word of my own scripture Is true : “Greater love hath no man 

than this that a roan lay down his life for his fiionds,” then it was true of him ; 

for he was literally reauy to lay down even life Itself for those who wore his 

pupils and whom he calleu his friends. 

Again and again, I used to moot him during those days whenever I wont to 
the flooded areas at Santahar, Potisar and Atrai, and what I saw of him was 
always tho same. Flo lived a life of great work ho had undertaken, building up 
the science side of tho University in that Important area of practical Chomistry 
which had been entrusted to him. No wonder tho students themselves flocked 
to him In order to undertake the woik of relief of human Buffering In North 
Bengal, when ho himself gave them the stirring call. For they knew that there 
was nothing which he would Invite them to undertake that he was not ready 
first of all to do himself. 

I have taken this example, because It Is still living and fresh within my own 
memory, and it came directly Into my own life expoilence. It showed to me 
how the very greatest difficulties of a modern city life, like that of Calcutta, 
could be overcome, if only the human spilt were wholly dedicated to tho task. 

At this point, I would record my strong conviction that Sir Ashntosh Mookerjeo, 
one of the outstanding Vice-Chancellors of recent times, had the genius to see 
that in the higher branches of research these Ideal conditions between teachers 
and taught could bo repeated In this University, at least among the most brilliant 
students. For he deteimlned to make Calcutta not merely an examining centre, 
where thousands of students should sit for examinations, but a teaching Uni- 
veisity, where studies might be carried on !n the higher branohes of learning. 
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In this way, it would prove a benefit, not only to India, but to all mankind. 
With such an object in view, one after the other, now Chairs were founded and 
lectureships appointed in subjects which should keep India in close touch with 
the most advanced thought of the day. Uero, the classes were necessarily 
small, and the contact with advanced students thus became happily all the more 
close. The task of providing funds for this great enterprise was colossal and none 
but a giant in strength and determination would have attempted it : but his 
own generosity stimulated otheis and in this manner very notable additions to 
the higher life of the University woio brought about by his magnificent effort. 

Hero, also, under Sir Asutosh’s wise direction, In the conduct of this ‘higher 
research work, whether in literature, philosophy, or science, Calcutta University 
has refused to be provincial. It has chosen its teachers from every part of India, 
and also fiora other lands : for human knowledge sknows no local boundailos. The 
word ‘Unlveislty’ Itself implies this, and so now you are rightly proud to have 
had here on your staff not merely ‘scholars from your own country of highest 
repute, but also sucli brilliant men as the Nobel Puzo Winner, Prof. O. V. 
Raman, and the Oxford Professor of Eastern Religion and Ethics, Professor 
Radhakrlshnan, both of whom have been invited to come to ('Jalcutta from the 
South. Indeed, more and more it may truly bo fsaid, that although this city 
has ceased to bo the political capital of India, it remains, and is likely to remain, 
for generations to come, the Intellectual capital and centre -of the whole country. 
That, after all, is tire greatest distinction which can be given to Bengal—to be the 
beacon light of learning to the whole Eastern world. 

Lot me give you one further piece of nows which shows how knowledge is 
universal and overleaps all boundaries. A little more than a year ago, I was in 
Australia, and pleaded with soma success before the Vice-Chancellor and Senate of 
Sydney University that their rapidly rising School of Oriental Studies should have 
its own close contact with India as well as with China and Japan ; and now I have 
a good hope that this will shortly come to pass. Futhermore, in Czechoslovakia, steps 
have quite recently been taken to Institute a lectureship in the Bengali Language at 
Prague, which is one of the most ancient seats of learning in Central Europe, A 
Bengali from Calcutta University has already been appointed. 

This leads me on directly to another aspect of your University life, about which I 
would wish to offer you my warmest congratulations. For you are, I believe, the 
first University In British India to break through the unwholesome tradition of making 
a foreign language the medium of instruction instead of the mother tongue. You 
have brought back your owu beautiful language Into its true and rightful place. 
Indeed, I acknowledge with a certain sense of shame your own kindly indulgence 
towards me in allowing mo to use my own Englisli today as the medium of this 
address, while only last year the precedent was established whereby the Poet, our 
Ourudeva, gave to you in his own matchless Bengali the thoughts he had to offer. In 
my own case, if I must confess it, the simple truth Is this, that like most English- 
men I am very bad at languages and came so late to Bengal that I found myself too 
old to learn. Also my whole life since then has been far too fully occupied to 
enable me to sit down quietly and learn both to speak and read Bengali as 1 ought 
to have done. 

But while I have been discussing these things which are so close to my own 
heart, I have not forgotten for a moment the great bulk of the students of th6' 
University who are unable to go on up to the standaid of research work in the 
higher branches of study, but have to leave the University In order to pin a liveli- 
hood at a comparatively early ago. How are they to get something at least' of that 
ideal relationship with their teachers and fellow-students about which I hate spoken ? 
Crowded ^s the Colleges are in the very centre of this great city, with noisy traffic 
aropnd them all day long, with teachers who live at a distance and come in each 
day for their work and go out again when it .Is over,— how, under these conditions, 
can you really expect to obtain the best that a University is able to offer ? 

Frankly, It Is well-nigh Impossible except under rare conditions such as I have 
already mentioned. One consideration has often weighed with me as it has no doubt 
weighed with you also. I have wondered whether you have not got |to be far- 
sighted enough, while there is yel time, to move some at least of your residential 
Colleges out to the suburban area of Calcutta, into less crowded quarters ; whether 
you may not use the modern coDVOulences of rapid transport in order to get over 
a part of the supreme difficulty of these vast numbers of city students* 

08 
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The Christian College, Madras, which Dr. Miller founded, has recently made the 
plunge and moved outside Madras. This has already met, so 1 hear, with success. 
Those who know Thambaram, where the now College has been built, speak about It 
as a great improvement on the old site In the centre of the City. Motor transport 

has solved the problem over there. Might it not solve a part of the problem here ? 

At least with some colleges the expoiiment might bo well w^orth training. 

Yet, while offering this suggestion, 1 fieoly acknowledge that the question 

of congestion in a huge city is much moio difficult to solve In Calcutta than 

in Madras. For the population and ciowded area are both vaster. Indeed it 

may well be found that just as in the case of New York, Tokyo, or 

London, a University with Colleges at the centre of the city is Inevitable 

owing to the peculiar character of our modern civilisation. 

Taking, therefore, things as we find them— Colleges overcrowded, staffs 
overworked, boarding houses ovei flowing,— what can bo done to pievent mere 

mass production of University degrees ? 

Every member of the Senate of this University must have been troubled, as I 
have been, by this problem. The Education Commissions have not solved It. Ilow 
can we best face this acknowledged evil V 

There Is one principle, which may guide our thoughts, because its psvchology 
has been thoroughly tested by expeilraent and proved scientifically sound it "is this, 
that the small gioup enables the aveiago man to make his own highest (‘ffoit at iu- 
tellectual attainment far better than the largo group. For the ciowded lecture hall is 
apt to leave the ordinary student unintelhgently passive. Ho soaks In infoimation 
like a sponge. Jle does not “read, raaik, learn, and insvaidly digest” his knowledge. 
He swallows it whole. This veiy simple, i>ut profound lesson wliieh modern psycho- 
logy has taught us, is now gradually becoming lecognisod all over the woild. When 
I was lecturing In Cambiidge a year ago 1 found out tlial the changes of recent 
years had been made in this direction. The tutorial system had been fully accepted 
as sound and it is now in full swing. For it had been scientifically and even mathe- 
matically established. Even the number of the small group has been w-orkod out. 
Aldous Huxley, in his latest book called, ‘Ends and Means,’ has given a whole chapter 
to this subject. “A crowd,” ho says, “is a lot of people : a grouji Is a few. A crown 
has a mental life Inferior in intellectual quality and emotionally less under control 
than the mental life of each of its members in Isolation. The mental life |of a gioup 
is not inferior either intellectually to the mental life of the Individuals composing It, 
and may in favourable circurastaucos actually bo siiporloi,” 

Here then is a psychological principle which may help C’-alcutta University. The 
crowded class room Is sub-personal, sub-liuman. hcid-like. It does not carry men 
forward Into that spheie of ‘plain living and high thinking’ which alone can produce 
the scholar, the artist, the thinker, and the man of affairs. 

As a teacher, therefore, I would ventuie to appoal to my fellow teachers who are 
present,^ Can w© so decentralise our woik, in diileient subjects, as to pioduce In our 
student world the high psychology of the group i at hoi than the low p^Y'*hoIogy of the 
crowd ? Can we so arrange oui woik as to appeal to the individual, the particular, 
the personal, in our students rather than Ueal with them meiely in the mass ? To 
touen politics for one moment, heie surely is the vital difloience today between the 
liberal and democratic mind on the one hand and the autlioiitariau standaids which 
dictators impose on the other. 

If, as teachers, we are determined to cany out this high principle of the group 
rather than the low principle of the crowd it will mean undoubtedly more giving 
out of ourselves to our pupils ; it will involve our being much more accessible to 
them. We shall not grudge the hours spent In personal talks ; and Interviews will 
never be formal. We shall seek to split up our classes and supervise personal work 
done by the pupil himself rather lhau aim at disciplining a vast crowd of students 
ijto a forced attention. In all this, we shall come back much nearer to the true 
personal relation of the guru and the chela^ and bo much loss of a drill-master and 
an autocrat. 

One last word to the students who are prc.sent today. There are voices abroad, 
both in the East and in the West, nroclalming to the modern world, that the path- 
way of freedom lies In discarding all outworn inhibitious and aiming only at what 
is wrongly called ‘self-expression,’ Self-expression, in the highest sense of the word, 
is the one goal of Education ; It is the ono aim of every creative worker. But this 
result can only be obtained by ardous endeavour. For the perfect mastery which 
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it brings Is the final achievement : It can only be attained by scorning delights and 
living laborious days. Tagore’s perfoot freedom in lyrical utterance, Nandalal Bose’s 
mastery In the realm of ait,— these have come out of a lifetime of genius and effort 
combined. 

When, on the other hand, the phrase ‘self-expression’ is wrongly used to denote 
giving away to every wayward passion and yielding to every whim of our lower 
nature, —the end of this is slavery, not freedom : it leads, not to mastery, but to 
defeat. The friendship which Is inspiration, will always hold the student up, not 
drag him down. It will help to keep his deals true and high. 

One of the wisest words that the East ever uttered has been translated into 
pel foot English thus : 

•‘Keep Innoooncy, and take heed to the thing that Is right; for that shall bring a 
man peace at tlie last.” 

And your own jioot. in no loss perfect English, has given us the immortal prayer : 

Life of my life, I snail ever tiy to keep my body pure, knowing that thy living 
touch is upon all rny limbs. 

I bhali ev«i try to keep all unliuths out from my thoughts, knowing that thou 
ait that truth which has kindled t)ie light of reason in my mind. 

I shall ever tiy to diive all evils away from my heart and keep my love in 
flower, knowing that thou liast thy seal in the inmost shnne of ray heart. 

And it bhali Ih 3 my endeavour to leveal thee iu my actions knowing it is thy 
power that gives me stiength to act. 


The Delhi University Convocation 

The following is tlio text of the Convocation Address delivered by Sir Maurice 
Quyer^ k c n., k c s i., at the Sixteenth Convocation of the University of Delhi 
held on the 26th March 1938 : 

Mr. rRo-CiiANXELLOR, Mr. Vke-Cii axcellor, Members or the Court, Ladies and 
(Jentllmen — 

I am very sensible of tlio lionoui which you have done mo by inviting me to 
address you th<s afternoon. 1 take it indeed as a compliment to the office which 
1 hold and which is one day destined to pl«iy, as none can doubt, a great and 
over-incroasing pait in Indian alfims , l>iit 1 liave been received in Delhi wuth such 
generous kiudness and ho.spitality that 1 feel to-day that 1 am also come among 
friends. 

The University of Delhi is, I am told, a fedeial university by which I understand 
a number of colleges united in an organic union with a cential body, with which 
they divide* the functions and duties of univeisity as a whole. I believe that this Is 
an unusual tjpe among Indian univeisities, and it seems to mo, if 1 may res- 
pectfully say so, to possess peculiar meiits of its own. The danger in a university 
composed of colleges enjojing complete autonomy is that the colleges will over- 
shadow the univeisity ; in a wholly centralized university on the other hand 
there may be lost that more intimate lelationship between tutor and student and 
that greater variety iu outlook and method which a collegiate system is able to 
supply. The federal system, I hope, avoids both dangeis, and it is certainly a 
system which on a largo stage has been found in other paits of the world to 
be the most effective moans of combining unity wdth diversity and of reconciling 
the claims of local sentiment with the need for representative central organiza- 
tion strong enough to counteract particulaiist and contnfugal tendencies. 1 might 
perhaps seek for illustiatious neaier at hand, but I desiio to say nothing which 
could be thought by any piecisiau to have eveu a flavour of domestic politics. 

1 understand that the Univeisity is still in process of reorganization and that 
a very great deal remains to bo done before the federal ideal is attained. There 
are many difficulties which the energy and determination of the officers of the 
University will, I am sure, be able sooner or later to remove, but there is one 
difficulty which lies at the root of many others, and that, 1 need hardly say, is money. 
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The University of Delhi Is not a rich university. For such income as it pos- 
sesses, It is largely dependent upon the Government of India, and universities 
ought not to be too dependent upon Goveiiiments. li is still young, and It can 
have as yet very few sons who are In a position to display their filial piety by 
contributing to its needs. But there are otheis who, though not sons of the 
university, have been proud to mark their connection with Delhi by the erection 
and maintenance hero of beautiful and spacious dwellings. May I 
express the hope that one day some of them, whose love of 
learning and of the arts Is well-known to all, will be moved to 
show their pride In this connection, peihaps by adorning this University with other 
buildings no less beautiful, and to immortalize their names by becoming benefactors in 
that or some other way of this place of learning? I can think of no object moie 
worthy of the generosity of a princely family or of a gieat mercantile house, and of 
no gift which, like the quality of mercy, would bo more apt to bless him that gives 
as well as him that takes. 

But you gentlemen, who have to-day crowned your university career by the 
degrees which have just been conferred on yon, have probably given very litth^ 
thought to the different forms of university organization. Why indeed should you ? 
But none the less you have perhaps from time to time refl(‘ctod upon the essential 

E III poses of a university and have foimod some estimate of the benefits which you 

ave yourselves derived from the time which you have spent hoio. You know at 
least, for I am sure you do, that a university i.s not an advanced secondary school, 
and also that it is a very different thing fiom a techmeal college or a place of voca- 
tional training; that still less is it to i'O rog.iidod as an estahlishment for the mecha- 
nical acquisition of knowledge or as merely a dooi through which to enter Oovein- 
ment employment. What then is it ? Let mo tiy to desciibe biielly what in my opi- 
nion it is or ought to be. 

A university is first and foremost a place of learning, a place where learning is 
sought for Its own sake, not for the sake of any reward It may^ bring, but for the 

puipose of extending the boundaries of knowledge. And n(‘\t it is a place wlieio 

young men about to sorve their apprenticeship to the vvoiM may, If they will, become 
acquainted with all that is best in liuman thought, and with all the latest advances in 
knowledge ; so that, inspired and guided by wise teachers and stimulated by conUot 
with the alert and lively iutoUigence of fellow-studontH of tho same age, they may 
enter upon their careers with well-fui nibbed and disciplined minds, able to distinguish 
the true fiom the false, not liable to be shaken by the gusts and emotions of tho mo- 
ment, but standing firm upon a basis of principle. 

Thus a university has a double function ; one is to promote learning and 

to extend the bounds of our knowdodge, tho other is to teach ; and if you 

will think for a moment you will see tliat the effocilvonoss with which it 

performs the second must' always depend upon the zeal with which it 
performs tho first. For to promote learning, to love learning for its 

own sake, is to love and seek the truth, to follow tlio argument, as Plato 

says, wherever it may lead, without prejudices and wdthout Illusions. Is it not this 
passion for truth which has been the distinguishing mark of all great scholars and 
teachers since men first began to employ tho faculties which God has given them 
in seeking to open one after another the chambeis of human knowledge? But those 
inspired with the passion for truth will wlion they come to teach others, seek to 
inspire them with the same passion : and tho more earnest they are in Its pursuit 
the more real and vivid will bo their teaching. It is In proportion as 

the teachers In a university are able to communicate this faith to those whom 
they teach that the university itself will be able to sorve its genoiation and 

make Its contribution to contemporary thought. 

So I would put tho passion fur truth at tlie head of all gifts which a 

university education is able to give us. It is fundamental and coveis 

everything else ; and we may say indeed that the other qualities which 

distinguish, or ought to distinguish, a man with university training are, as it 

were, manifestations or derivatives of it. And among these qualities I 

think that I should select as the most important a sense of proportion and 

a sense of values. God foibid that I should say that these qualities can 

only be acquired In a university. That* would he very far from the truth, but I do 
say that they are the qualities which a uriivoisity oducatiou, if it is of the right 
type, ought to bo able to encourage and develop. 
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A senfle of proportion is to be prized, because, if we have it, it means that we 
are able, In the poet’s phrase, to soo it whole, to view thln;?s in relation to one 
another, to assign things to their right places. It can help us to estimate the 
Importance of a political crisis, and at the otner end of the scale it assures us that 
the world will not come to an end with the loss of a dozen test matches. AVith Its 
aid we can avoid the extremes of fanaticism and indifference, we can appreciate the 
stre "gth of an opponent’s case, we can even admit the weakness ?of our own. A wise 
man, a countryman of your own, once said to me we have not yet learned how to 
laugh at ourselves. It would be verv unbecoming for a stranger to express any 
opinion whether this is true or not, but it Is, I think, a verv valuable thing to be 
able to laugh at ourselves when the occasion requires it, and the better our sense of 
proportion the more easily can we do It. 

We develop this quality by a constant effort to see all sides of a question, by 
testing the validity of the answois given us, by estimating the importanco of one 
thing In rolailon to another. It is perhaps something more than an intellectual quality ; 
rather Is It a whole synthesis of qualities, an Ingrained habit of mind, which enables 
a man unconsciously or instinctively to soo a fact, a theory an event, in its right 
relation to other things in the same category. The artist knows that tho symmetry 
or proportion of his picture wMll be destroyed by the addition of a line here or a 
line there, not by any process of reasoning, but intuitively, because he has the 
aitlst’s eye ; and a university training ought to enable us to act in tho same way in 
other spheres. What is the so-called sense of humour but an cxmilsite sense of 
pioportion applied to tho common things of everyday life ? How valuable a quality 
ft Is, and how rare I You will often hear a man thank Heaven that he possesses 
it and you may guess from that very statement how ill-founded his claim Is : for 
could anyone with a true sense of proportion make such a claim consciously about 
liiraself ? Wo can only pray that a sense of humour may bo vouchsafed to us and 
hope that our petition will not go unheard. 

Next comes a sense of values. Some may say that this Is only the sense of 
proportion in anotlier aspect, but I think that it is something more. A sense of 
proportion enables us to see things In relation to one another ; a sense of values 
eiiaoles us to value one thing against another by reference to some standard. It is 
the critical faculty. It tells you why the Taj Mahal Is one of the most beautiful 
things III tho world and why the barracks in the Fort at Delhi are not ; what makes 
groat art and literature ; why it is possible to gain the whole world and yet to loso 
your ow’n soul. 

It is by constant association with all that is noblest in human thought, with all 
that is best in Iitciatuie and art, that you learn to assess values. You arrive at your 
conclusions by a continual process of comparison, of contrast, and of selection, until 
at last you como to recognize instinctively what is good and what is had, and that 
marks a step in your mental development w'nich you wili never have occasion to 
regret. For if you have learned to assess values, you must have accepted some 
standard by which to measure them ; and when you have once to voirr own intellec- 
tual satisfaction accepted a standard for any purpose, you will never be able to 
abandon it without treachery to yourself or to your fellowmen. To yourself, because, 
if )ou do, you will have deliberately preferred something which you know to be 
base metal, to your follow-men, because you will have made it more difficult for 
them to maintaiQ their own. 

You must bo under no illusions on this point. Without standards of some kind or 
another, not only life as a whole, but every profession, every trade, and indeed every 
occupation, becomes meicly a savage fightki which no chicanery is barred, no quarter 
given and the only recognized principle is that the devil takes the hindmost. Without 
standards, there can bo no ait or literature. Without standards, politics become 
nothing but a sordid struggle for power and place. Let me take an example from 
my own profession, tho law, where the standards are rightly very high. Will not 
sharp practice of any kind, the deception of judges or fellow-rawyers, dishonest or 
degrading attempts to secure work, if not inexorably punished, lower the profession 
not only in its own eyes but in the eyes of the public ? Aad*must not this loss of 
public esteem prejudicially affect the whole administration of justice ? We have 
attempted in tho past to make our judges independent by giving them security of 
tenure and putting it beyond the power of the executive to exert pressure upon them. 
That is well enough ; but security of tenure can protect the unrij^hteous as well as 
tho righteous judge. Tho only real safeguard for the honest administration of {justice 
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lies in tho high standards maintained by the legal profession and in the Inflexible 
determination of members of the profession themsolves to enforce them. You see 
at once from this of what vital impoitanco it is that wo should be able to develop a 
true sense of values. Without it our standards will be ambiguous or non-existent ; 
and without standards there is chaos in place of civilization. 

If you have benefited by your university career, you will, as I have said, have 
learned to prize the seaich for truth above all things ; but you will also have realised 
that search can only be piosecuted with success if men’s minds are free and if they 
are at liberty to follow out and develop their own thoughts. Tho hlstoiy of civiliza- 
tion has been in the main the histoiy of efforts to free the mind fiom the domination 
of authority, no matter what form tho authonty might take, and teach men to think 
for themselves. And this is still true, oven though there are now, alas, groat countries 
where tho attempt is being made to revoiso the process and once again to put men’s 
minds in chains in tho sujifiosod interests of a political theory, f'or to men who 
have been i eared in a freo univeisity thoio can suioly bo no compromise when they 
find themselves face to face with tho conflict of iuoconcilahlo fihilosophios whlcii 
is at present dividing and may perhaps one day go far tj destroy the world as we 
now know it. 

We are accustomed to think of tho State ns a convenient piece of machinery 
existing for the benefit of minorities no less than for tho lest. But opposed to this 
wo now have a novel and foiraidabic conception of the State as soraothing different 
from and superior to, the men and women composing it, who are to have no rights 
against tho State, and indeed aio to exist only for its benefit. This is the political 
theory by which dictators, whether of tho right or left, seek to justify their acts 
and to disguise ,^tho true nature of their system. It is soraotimos defended as a 
logical extension of tho so-called piinciplo of majority rule, and this demands a 
moment's consideration. There is nothing mystical or sacred about a majority as 

such. The method of deciding matters by a majority is a convenient and necessary 

one for the general conduct of affairs, because after all the business of the world 
must bo earned on, and it is easier to do it by counting heads than by breaking 
them. But if it weie tiuo that tlio volco of the majoiity is the voice of God, It 
must bo true no less of a tiansient and tempoiaiy majoiity than of a permanent 

one and in that case it would often be diflicult to discover the divine purpose in 

the proceedings of many modern legislatures. Majority lulo is then a sensible and 
convenient expedient, it is not a moral principle. But there aio in any case juris- 
diction where its wilt does not run and among them arc the thoughts and beliefs 

of a man's heait. 

The first of tho two theories of tho State can and must • recognize 
freedom of thought, tho second daio not, for no dictator can permit 

criticism of liimsclf ^ or his policies, and I for one will never believe that a system 

which claims the right to tell men not only what thov arc to do but what they 
aie to think can in the ultimate resort survive. There are times when a community 
may bo compelled temporal ily to sun under its fieedom of thought as well as of 
action for the purpose of waiding off moio effectively a mouancH fiom without, 
but that is an cmeigency measuie and passes with tho peiil wdiich evoked it. 
But the claim of the omnipotent State, accountablo to none but itself, to compel 
men to think no thoughts but thoso which it permits,' the prostitution of truth to 
the interests of a political party, is a denial of the existence of , human persona ity 
and an affront to the dignity of man. 

It is an appalling thing that the human race should have striven for so many 
hundreds of jears to emancipate thought from the fetters in which civil or 
ecclesiastical fvrants in this age or that have sought to 'imprison it, only to find 
that in the 20th century the most complete technique the woild has ever ‘Seen 
is being used for destroying the freedom of thought of whole peoples ; the 
regimentation of schools and universities and of tho whole teaching body, the control 
of an entire piess and of every organ of public opinion, a propaganda which 
falsifies or distorts facts, imputes or misinterprets motives, and poisons the very 
springs of truth. Of all the sins of a dictatorship, I find this the worst and the 
most unfoigivable, for it is as though one attempted to assassinate the mind itself. 

But, you will say, we see this evil thing apparently being forced upon more 
and more of tho peoples of the world, is there nothing which can arrest iti? And 
my answer must be this, that (apart from a forcible overthrow of the system, 
of which I do not speak here, for it belongs to another order of ideas) 1 know 
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only of one thing, and that Is human personality and man’s own unconquerable 
mind. We do not know, and none can foretell, what may bo the effect upon the 
mind of a people after two or thiee gonerations have been subjected to a propaganda 
and a discipline such as 1 have described, and robbed so far as is humanly possi- 
ble of all contact with the thought of the outside woild. The effect cannot be 
neglig’ble; but I do not believe it possible permanently to enslave the intellect 
of a whole race. And there Is In nuraan personality a divine element which I 
am firmly persuaded will In the last analysis be proof against the worst that 
dictatorship can do, and will vindicate, thought it may be only after a long 
Interval and much suffering, the essential freedom of thought. If it bo other- 
wise, then we may well despair. 

Human personality is an elusive and mysterious thing. It is that which differ- 
entiates men from the beasts in the field which distinguishes them from one another, 
and which has made them a little lower than the angels. It is something which 
defies analysis and definition ; we can only see its Influence at work. All of you 
must have* known examples of what I mean. All of you must at one time or other 
have been in the presence of men, perhaps strangers to you whose influence and 
whose personality have then and there profoundly affected you. Ono of his friends 
once said of Edmund Btirke, a name, I hope, still remembered in India, ^*If a man 
were to go by chance at the same time with Buike under a sued, to shun a showor, 
he would say— This Is an extraordinary man. If Burke should go into a stable to 
see his horse dressed, the ostler would say — ‘We have had an extraordinary man 
heie”. Of the same quality is the Influence "which a great head- master exercises 
over his school. In a laige school his direct contacts can only be with a small 
piopoitlon of the boys; yet the Intluence which ho exeicisos throughout the school 
is as real as anything can bo ; so real and yet so intangible. But the influence of 
personality can be an immense power for evil as well as good ; and that is why, 
as It seems to ms, the pait played by tho free universities becomes of such paramount 
importance for tho future history of the world. If tho greatest gift which a 
university education can give us Is a passion for the truth, the personality 
which It tends to develop will bo one founded on truth, one which recognizes 
the freedom and dignity of man. Man was never Intended to be a slave of the 
State, a pawn to bo moved about on a chessboaid. There is in his personality tho 
divine element of which I have spoken, tho spaik which Is always waiting for us to 
fan It Into a flame will burn steadily In that secret and Inner chamber which belongs 
to you alone of which you only have tho key, and against the door of which all the 
dictators of the world may batter in vain. 

Here, I believe, lies the last stronghold against dictatorship, the ultimate refuge 
for tho things of the spirit. Human peisonality, founded upon truth must recognize 
the personality of others when it claims recognition for itself ; and this postulates 
tho acceptance of law to which all are equally subject. Mankind has endured worse 
things than those which are at tho moment disgr-aoing the world and has emerged 
triumphant. 8o I do not doubt tho victory, though tho times before us may be dark 
and difficult. A friend of mine who has wiitten a history of tho Great War speaks 
In the final chapter of all that the combatants suffered and endured ; and he ends 
his book with a line from tho Antigone of Sophocles : — ‘■There are many marvels, 
and the greatest marvel of all is man.' One day perhaps the dictators will under- 
stand the truth of these words. 

You, the now graduates whom I see before mo, are happy to bo entering upon 
your careers at a moment when India Is full of a new life. The English poet said 
of one of those great epochs when tho world seems to be born again and men are 
intoxicated with visions of the fuiure that “bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, 
but to be young was very heaven”. You my say with good reason that no one 
surveying Europe and some other parts of the world today would care to use langu- 
age like this ; yet as regards India it seems to me not inappropriate. You and others 
like you have In your hands the future of your country. It may fall to some of you 
to attempt a solution of problems which have baffled those who have ^ne 
before. If the old have failed. It may bo that youth will have hotter fortune. You 
are now to have your opportunity ; and if I were Indian born I should rejoice to be 
young with all the world In front of mo. Let me say only this, that you will not 
solve your problems, unless you think them out fur themselves and do not take your 
opinions ready-made from other people. 
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Youi University has not yot had time to create or gather round itself those 
traditions which In the case of older institutions can exoit so powcifu! an influence 
upon the minds of those who belong to them. But you are the heirs of 
another tradition : for your University is In Delhi, the undent capital of this 
land, whioh has witnessed the rise and fall of dynasties, the building of great 
cities, the gradual moulding of many races into ono nation. A Jong line of 
famous lawgivers, administrators and soldiers has guided her destinies, llers has 
been the scene of great events, some of hapny, some of unhappy memory, but all of 
them the stuff of which history is made and influencing for good or ill destinies of 
millions. A young man must bo without sunsibilty indeed if at the most im- 
pressionble age his imagination is not affected by such things as those. 

I remember that your fiist Chancellor in his first address threw out the suggestion 
that it might be to the public advantage if the universities in India, as their numbers 
increased, were each to select some branch of intellectual activity in which it 
might specialise. The suggestion is interesting though I doubt whether, in a 
country of such vast distances as India, it could over be a piactical one. From 
time to time no doubt the icputation of teachers in ono subject oi another will 
attract students to a particular univeisitv ; but the University of Delhi, if ever 
it was minded to specialise, might jiisily claim a right to make itself and its 
facilities a nursery for the statesmen and administrators of the futuie. 

I know how the genius of a place can impress itself upon the imagination 
of the young. I was myself brought up at a famous school which lies in the 
shadow of Westminster Abbey. There I spent five years of my life, and to this 
day the sound of<he Westminster chimes, hoard by the magic of wiioless so 
many thousand miles away, can awaken in a moment all the memories of my 
youth. I see again that venerable shrine ; there passes before me the pageant 
of those great events which cluster round it ; and I remember how in its ancient 
precincts history seemed to come alive as 1 read my school books. 

Delhi will do the same for you ; and secure In that belief I take my leave 
of you to-day. I wish you all success and good fortune and I give you my 
grateful thanks for your welcome and for your attention. 
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